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Notes on t he Strawberry Festival 

Sources: Informants 111 • 

( 2) • 

( 3) • 

Norman B"b Holter , Holter ha rdware , 113 N. 
iv.1.h in Street Helena Nov . 26, 1941 
Lottie Rumsey Willett , 1001 Si xth Ave . 

Helena 
Mrs . Will Cla rke , 52 Old Na t ional 

Bank Building , He lena . (A 
daughter of Thoma s Ray , of 

Davenport and Ray-sheep ) 

For two we eks 9re parati ons would be made for t he strawberry fe s t i va l . 

Some women woul d donate a cake ; ot her .a would dona te so many hoxws of ber-

ries ; and s ome would help wi th money . (2) (The 1,Jrcbmary purpose of the 

festiva l woul d usually ' le to r ai se money f or a chur cp- . ) vn t he day of 

t he festiva l certa in one s , usually ~irs , would co me early and hull the 

berries until late in the afternoon . ( 3 ) Tables wer ~ pre nared by older 

women who decked t hem out wi th fl owers and gleami ng t able cloths . A plate 

t wo spoons, a nd a f orked marked t he pl aces . Somet ime s there were t hree 
( 2 ) 

or four long tables ; aga in t here would be individua l t ables . Sometiwes 

ther e were booths a round the hall filled wi th art i cles f or sale , to in­

crea se t h e retnnns of t he s ocial . (-) 

These fe s t i va ls wer E he ld in church narlors (1) or publi c ha lls . {3) 

Pe ople came a nd went . I n .i:;.e l ena , D. W. Curtiss -~ had a tr i a ngula r plot 

of ground bordered on t he east by Howie a nd on t he norbh b y Lawrence 

Street , watered by water from t he Yaw Yaw df..Jch . 1.i. e funished berries to 

t he He l ena people . They were cheaper if~cked~an if one bought them . 

Th e price of berri es s h i pped in was extremely high . They were served 

with sugar a nd cream. ( 1) Cake a nd coff ee accomp<.~nied t he11 but there was 

no ca ndy (2 ) . At some f es t*als , the berries surr ounded t he ice cream 

and were not mixed in-- t ha t was l eft to t he different tastes . (3) Several 

huhdred people attended i;. t he affair was i nfor f'ia l , lasting from 8 to 11 

o ' clock . (2 ) 
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High s chool boys featured these dinners as wel l as certain young men 

about tov:n. Li ght t a lk a nd b:..i. ndifl\ge current at the tine chara cterized 

t he festa l occasion . Clne infornant sai•l t-: he one thing she remembers 

best whan wa i ting table/-09!'~ a s a youn - ir ll was when she returned change 

to Judge Eddy , who rema rked, 11Well, I see you can make change . " ( 3 ) 
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