
nd g mb *ng, S 00ra

Iese.- h

enG i

in th ear rIO
hu _ z ande a. c. t :or e ntonj teNs

ubj t
oure

r.he .mes Ii' e rd

i._ a 00 ing O\"f./n

hou e c,ncl c hJ.s paJvron d 'a a drink H was he

on y on lho h_" 8.,ny -u r n 11is ' ke coho.

dl u ed rvi th te fo _i- art to on • Th 0 n h. d 0 a,con

f __ o or sugar ut that di t Jlo"t e e ausa ther was

p' n 0 g uffo _0 .d t 1.0

he Over) and 0 vas then a 00 - ized. - g- b n i

J og-wa. ad a.. ddi tl. ons. The now-fsJ.to ter 0 Indian s 0

a for h- first dlnner at t e b co c nd e ns

boi' e '08 ib of l f 8.1 po er i ui. ~ trong

c ffee vi t1 BUg r tewe drie pp_es n 0_ .. l.,.. as

ch 11 ~l. i 0 t t 0 e _e f·~, MOU tr ]Jpe 8.nd trf;: d

" fe TV ye v o1der than h1 se"_f b e nJ e of - er Tl ey e e

to e frivnds a the r , iva . l1r ing th evening the.)7 atten d

a tra.p-,- ers ana. tl~Etae d~n e B.nd CJ t r V1en J 0 8.. on an

Indian friend of Bar y's--the i-e r e the hot tea wi h

J1.ot biscui baked in DJ roi ed . uff. 0 tongue d

te ed u} (or uff 0) berr-es

chu _tz soon beca. e fr- en Yvi h trad rand t c,p ers

In is__ns c. n erch nt~; he soon _earne rea tete 1 ,bot h

be, 0 fare to be fo d i the tvpees ~n 'og ab-ns of t ·0 e

ys. And al __ those o __ d-time s both I d.i.n ~lnd vhite o ad

to ea drink and s-oke
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f 1C see 0 dog (0_ an pUJPi s) 10k and dri uf"f ~'

he8~rt br· in

the i ar

VJi. geese

Je ked r - bd edee
n

t ipe /chit r ngs of

jar eongue

a,nd duck ho rveve th Indians 8,re d \le ry .., 1 tt e for fi hand

s vying th.t on~_y the buffa '_0 2.n 0 her ruJ. .in nt ere

ni tap-i 1 k-sin (rea. foe

he s ua s con 'e8_ ad fte the vvh t n beG'; n co·ing

~n to make f yeao po \I del~I' bead so e of them bec e ex

e1 ent ake of he vhi e ~ ..an s s ~=f 0 . i e 4f er h ~ as

at For Be on w .s est - i he in t e ear forti 8 the ",J 0

, eBJrned 0 e and .:. e tevve ctrle d. a es

he rows ere tne dog...eater • h ving a fe8~ -tire C
, ad

the og e t d. ce v e a dog 'V dresC!ed out i p P r ion

0 In fa t it s {in ao biny an ~hi te J.RJ that 0 .... a we ..

fa ened hog

cst (. .. ribe .. were fa' 0 __
B 8Jn it wa 11 ad s e ._-

co lng be erage 0 s r~.nge r n fr~·"· n a "ke ~e va 1JtTith buff 0

to 0 d ed Et f J or 0 t a nt . ope rib)s

One of the fa ori te dishe s of he B fl. fee W<'h d

them e it w from they rov S t y 1e rned 0

prep e this e is I is a ce t-Ji entral. of he

ani \7fJhich is ar· shar co p d t the ot er ant ~i ,

This section is a w s tre ked 0 cover d wit 1. thick __ ay r

of snowy--y hi e sof fat and in preparing t foo t e e rai
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i urne d J.nvi de u
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thus enc osing this e 1 10 f t on the

i11S id wi th t f~ne.~y chopped tender' 01 i th Whl ch it

stuf oth en s of the t a e cure Iy is, an t :len the

, ro ent "i_ is P ,_aoed on the oal to

be· g a.ref· ne so no o ,11 n

the hi e

_~te t11orough'_y

t W JC) the n rea.

brow_~~~ the san ge 1 W

W e a,nd .~~eft 0

t en p_unged into

een inn e

k t1e 0 boi.1ng

t

se wit the de i J.0118 ·ui cas and f t e ure _y sea. e in

the gut.

1 ar o t Benton~t 840s) used a fir ~a e for cookin

and ro ~sting e t and ~ Dut h 0 en fo b king bre d ond fo~

baklng eans .'

.c eprance

_.i tt1 e . ~t e r de S oves began J. ki g hei ap-

n was the stap food or J ong journeys ~.n fo on

keep':l.ng _ It f>S me~ e y POUll l.ng a.ried me t into ~in p1 S

After it Vi S

g C8J_ ad Pi .'

nd then dding grec"s ~n t"J 0 and . ar 0

o as and sometime choke harries el~e adde

finis ed it Mas packed in 0 green h·de 0

rom the n1 s

fIee, as he 0 __ der it got the ore th p,rf~.:.' () e shrunk nd

the ore t

~ he

mea hrunk-- it 0 J_. keep ind fini te '.. y

an ear~y Je ult 'B_ ck ob f ct ro d

b "ge vfh n e 0 nd b.e h tri ped hJ.s 1 r e or so e st rVlng

Indian and ha nothtng _eft fa hJ. se] f

one i ~.e th I11dic were a ~ungry h, the y/ on Y thing

the.v cou._ f1n w s v il e 1- ic the bre e .nd dr .J.-nk.
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te. 0 f gEl ove
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he

odge fire h .. e t turned- d s1 OVv1 y ro ted for hours

the v tc fu eye of he c u , The i .I' wa- 8m one

the hung 0 trJ.po ireet_ y OV, t e b aze.

here w re c t ,l · be ho te nothlng b t fi

11nder

cook dried nd s eked whi .. e 0 trJ.b rvo u. d no t ou h

flSh s ying t ey were uno ~ n.

Oth r tri as te on~ ro ts ea res an frui

(

e ~r y d y e e 8Jrians :Lhe 8.Jrro root c .as nd b.\oNn he

(w ite roo h a as W8.. ye 'ow root t· ky ~tn s ee

\7 h ried and then oa~ ad h 0 .. a _an he ,,8

-hite root a tuberou gro 7th so_etl1i g .ik a turn
., h...,se•

ri bas a_.so ate tl16 i ner bs,rk of the pine c d cottonwoo

whi h . e vre u r \ d fro t e It e .J. b -rk

Th kfeet g va the name h- 0 0- - 1 K 0 to

lena nd to he Quntr 81 e around i. The name ea s

uch gi ing ~ ;~oun nand sap. ie be ausa of the gre t

abl1n .,n e of wi

,hen In i n

ga e and berries

e~ going on he h n he t. hea

b e kfast "nd did not e v t g in unti they e

E tang U :ng the d m ~ the i i t an he rlng ss ke n

their f esh soft
•

c .. desire for the hun as gl. ven to

Ja.. ~ s

e co of ·h

at his ro· ning
dis USl,.;

pe Yi

beau if y a ogr· ... hed et
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!.e kAt 11 t ,,1 - n

__ 832 th' en ounter d rl.aJs an

~der aa. pe r .n

d g outf"

r u a i ns 0 f h v 0

1 th t e ~ r f

he Jo e

"i t on ~ u bee

,rvatio t gga th IT he fo one t· th gh

nc e a 1 1 1 nto eath va,use the be e

was 4) so

n 11trv

of t

l~e no· in

e., nJ.

oun insecttoJ

he 7 J. e ~ t ei he.nd n ,n hi ~S unt 1 the r 'e o ered with

IT S ,.n-.. th n i ad them off re,di

he too t so es o their 40CC sin ked th unt .~

th y ~re crisp nd ,te the

mhey arne upon u i tu e of b v k ricke w ic h they

c gh and uh into a kett .efu of ho v~atel~ and 'when tl1ey had

e~8ed kicking nd 1u ering_ the trad rs ate the

t othe r t as the .e d one of their poa r mu_es t ~king a

pin a a ti e nd ~de a soup of it The ~ u est he _s e va s we re

so poor __ s nou ished th v au dn t ,J'e mar tll ~nt at u

tJ. ~ e nd the tr8.. de didn h e enough in number 0 Jri. orle for

foo hO~lev r the time p'1e hen they hvVd to i1 t e POQ est

one b e 1 _~ 0 h up.' cas of food ~,d been e h us d

t he foot of the Ffockies he.y ca upo ,,-_.om igger Indi as

i tribe s t 1.0 as an mos t abj eot_I.Y 0 er y-stricken of

tri 1) S rilhe a roo ri kats fie d ri aJnd ' rassho e

mhe e ndi ns prep8~red 0 e food for the ,ta,rVl de nd.

upon ea t ing the me.~ .." they thought i t the 0 t de i ious c one oct
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on hei teet h ev n l.nto Upon l.nv stigation the

fa u-YJ.d i t to be ixture of ~1 1 d ho v.e y nd grtlsshoppers

he f rno Q O. S *,Oll 'and g ide Ji Bri ge, pi ote this
2

s of the 0 kie in the .~kfe C Ol1.n r

'rOl the di4' of Ja s H Cha be w11 0(, ke -y re 0

for n ber 0 yea s the fifth dlary bein stawrted 0 l~e J ear's

a y at ]'ort S r~ y '.Font •

He ft t the r ar oafe s cowa ds c., na_ t · e-vre

dec~_ ha t ey ere he 0 .t 0 t gging tribe nd he

s in he _ no ·rtue t ,,·1 In his :Ii '7 of J nus.ry
~-

855

he y

l ·ix (a B ckfeet Indi n) s erts t .,·t a

coffa fl ve i es .,;a.

h iJ ••bers then expre s e indignatJ.on ~n his itt, e book be-

OD.11 e the c oak,. t the pos ort .ry h., decJinedtostar

the noon ea unt1( no e p ty of vi ito s ro s) w ha

d gotte Sl.X ~les ,way from the cam

If the ae . rting bl-- as ho .d e , the co fee n h wro e

"they ou Q,ndon the to war nd ret rn 0 he for

2
o

JJ'r

00 er

r at in her 'he 1 e

fo d
70.

inter....
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be 'requen~ y took to t k in h s 'i ry thj offie

In h rg of the fort because of hi generous feedi g 0 the beg-'
3

glng In _n ribe

'he ~ior Unl.on .88 bui .. t in 830 b the co .Lpany

nder 'u rtson v ,8 ~n de c. ief .gent lh i . tore 0

sug." four toba co guns ~tJ1d ~ uni t on Vv re pant· fu, at

tlffi Q here ere m. ny tri'es O' I ctians vvho ,ro .o-ht the r u

nd p' _tries to the pes to rade fo th se co oditie

urias to tl m

_832

'Vvhi Jh were

n thit.J ye r

Union be ansa th

oamp. te diqti ery G~~ shi pe out to 0

e ri an -:rur fa __t tha t e di trl ,- Cln o'f iquor

J ong the Ind ians n cassar t for u essfu uoin ss reo t·on

Vvi th the • ft r di~ti" ery .een sse. b ad nd in

op rat10n at~ne ~V.7t returning f 0 0 egan i ~or

ven bac to . shington an r,.orte

~ t to e fadera _ utho i tJ.es nd i t Vl, irn edi~tte·.tJ to n OVln and

.J1 •p ,e d back to t .Jouis • t i e 1;v}1iske \v s sa'" _' 1.ng or

th ee do ~r

six do1 rs

i t to thr~e do ~rs a po n and ,'. n owde

836·
in ch .rge of ·ort "~C enzi u a.S sen to

during his te_ or ab ence t: jo

c::::, erlan
_1_855
Nov

9 94 0
e s hOYl J,/len
oom r

XJ(X I 0 4? J s H
Ji va i "ta~ te 1 s 'i.t orts n



.£J d i t -r;~ r .0 m.e r

u b~ tson wac eft in narge

fOV

t e c~ndis _en had

194

na,r 0 es

cape f om a de ..d y attc, k y the era 7 but ay ,fIe e wa .ned in

lme to r re fo~ the t ok by ood s u Vino W8C; c n e e

one r f 0...:, the e The ege eg n i J ne of .: 83 the

fr ,sh aTl 18 die t 8 ed on y t n d gS tken a eria of tar-

The water gave out and they dug a vve_._ ten fee

e lns de he to k de hey e dog nd oi e ufi .0 id,8

'ch to, ted ike u f" 0 s t vi ng toe 8, t

S 8.1 ~t e 0 u fire ,~"nnon

sho frOF~ t. e ppe r an the rOVIS f_ e

resting even ha ened i the wint~ of ~843- 8 4

( . few VI· fini h at t e lIe d of tIle first rapid

~tbove the present crt Benton nd .five i __es..; be ow ... b 0 S ., 8/nd

For eg _~nd '1 -renzi e b"n oned an bu n

jar
.r;

be in h. of the post ( t wis.- 'V tl ge nevI '0

n med Bfte ttpt e i\1\lethe w ). .Bu8j~nes vc s Iv ys go

nd when n unl1 ua~_... . .rg)e rading ~p _...rt a,rri,red t ... ere was a, way

ce' ebr "t on. someti J es arge and o:leti~ s s a _.

thi pe i _. n· gh h r v a ... rge "ing -t.(.,r ~l the

highe t e~ of run anne t e fa to u' e tson and h1

C, .. erks no far behind the p" rt p r.L S ;ar~ en teur arri vad ,
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'di o ov 9

1 ed or s_ ep

ollslng su pe r

o f _nd. e h

a ant u sal a lore ungr th

h re i .. enty to e f th ,1a~jo

fe,irl y a to tIle k h n rThere the oak ga, e hi

Eu he 8.. te 0 u...,n n mornirlg faun hi se

an T. "rpe eu

cou S c,r e.y ove ••

Vc"S '-lhc,r s.) rente who bUl t F10rt A eXB,nder at he

-01 h of the 'osebu

lC jor

on the

OIl.

e. 'olstone in _84

It ab ndone

n ming it .,f e

ho ~ re in the

(

o any yea ~ t.he .'. iai, _~iquor tr ff wit he Iri i A.n8 htld

b g ing 0 In _840 ord g tao ~ t_ e nspec-

o 0 d i]. Jh 0 pan pos tort Un10n h e 'fl re 0
-1

of aho. c.nel 1:1.jor U Dar on c !cl not re on i hl se

to d s ro thi "e de 1 ed to ,che:. he ca i d 1 as

the rive to a fou "i e a~~y intexlding to sink 1 nde

th VJ er In sn te 0 a~ h f 0 ... the * rre _s f1 0

ehe a tot of thing to t e tying to keep tlle.L un er

ut stl the ou1 d co e to the top He 011 n sink the

deci ed to u y t e. in0t a ~ Th- S vva.s car one Afte

sera ,on s h I no l.nl ',:)ec or hc.,d ~tS et shovv up nd

the .\1 ,jor

Deen ed

"S co.ngr~ltll _at· ng i,~ e f thvr th

He len 0 the - he .n e_ hu e i the ho pC!

h d

f iron

h d r urst an ne ,r y J ry d op W gone

:Len ya rs ate u b W~tS art . ,ew~s 8.. t

hrist a aT' y gran as gl ~e in ten w do. e bui
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Governor Is 0 I even appointed ommande

of the s .. rvey p rty on the northern Oll e to the Fa lfi 'Vhi h wa :

o exp .ore a. r i ~ro d ron e . o. Ct I • u to sound

e p ore the p~s S 0 the l a cede rQn e an

ecrned uch about t e Iud1 S 0 '..ont8Jlla f-rom ,!aJor u_.berton

oause of the . attar s marri Ige vl· t.h at ist

tevens a")p'o1nte ._bertson as l)e~l... ~gent

(

th 'ackfeet

t

... ~ e i.n a ho' 0 on .1. k r e r

Ven res -seven h af fi~. of who

They rode up jO itevens a' an

pa.rty to i· t th in Jhei

te ne par y i una Ire d h

n vis · thlS t p ren _·Y

v

he

.ake

s

ndirhro'un

a f rnl e a a was a ann of Gro

er a o .. panied y thr e

1]\ ere fr1e.nd... invi v1ng t

30 'es fart r 0
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J0 ~li ng ]. t y ne 118 u h erve ansi ting 0

o fe nd 0 on ThlS ! e ed he lndia.ns v ry u h, n

f~ t so ch ha he a s. ~r sen 0 - one --0 e to Governor

tev ,n ~n o 0 as 0 ajor , bert r e ten /8,,8 U

11 or th ir a O.L 0 c tl. on . n a bounti fu sup e
4

8.,).) se ad t

(

o cock

1856:
\v'hen 'A1111iamBraxton (Brack) Johnson IS I1aternalgrand.fa·ther,:,

Major John Patrie' , was arrled the first ti.:e, his wife was the

gr~:nddaughter of a salty old sea ,an by ·the name of YOCUDl. He h d

sailed one of t e first boats around the Horn,: bringin~ supplies to

Walla "falla, ashin ....ton territory. l~'hen Majo'r Patrick marr:led his

.randdau~hter, he and Yocam hitched up a sort of partnership. Grand-

daddy Yocum brought dried apples, sugpr, bacon and other Gommod ties

to \.vs,'lla ,,'alla and the -6[ajor established a packtrain across the

R'Qckies into Montana and later into Last Chanoe ,.ulch. He was the

first ·an to pa.ck provisions over the: ountains from ,~'asninston._and

5.
Oreion.

4. Major Alexander Culbertson.' Interview with his dau~hter, Fannie
Culbertson Irvin, on her way ho ,e (Brownin ) from Californi , in
January 1939, Toomer. he died on February 5, 1939, and [leVer
reached her home. pp. 115-122 Great Falls 'Yesterday_

5. Willia.m Braxton (Brack) Johnson, C€>ttonwood' Row ranch" Upper Hit;h­
woods. Interview by Too:er, 1938. p. 149, Great Falls Yesterday•.
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---- Frank tanley Putn

o • 1, 1941
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came to Mont na in 1866 i h his . other,

(

brother and ister, In a train of 100 agons and several hundred

people. Capt. Holmes was i.n char~e. Each w gon was equ'~~pped with

food and utensils and a· unition to last three lonths•. They had

cows and horses; the horses were ridden and the eows were used to

dra the wagons andto provide ilk and butter for the em1 .rants. '; it

the in,genui ty that characterized the pioneer of thea. t day, the milk

taken from 'the QOWS in the morn:Lng was placed in kegs and tied under

the wagons; the rough: otion of the wa .:ons ~. ··urned it into soft

butter for the travelers on their weary journey.

'When' they reached their new home, Vir ·'inia City, butter was

sellin at 1.50 per pound." The Putna· cows furnished a ready market

for milk and, butter to the mlners.

One day as Mrs. Putnam had jus' finished ch.urnin" and printin

several pounds of butter,. a b1 0 Indian appeared in the doorway at-

. .,. .tired in an ar, y offleer 8 uniform. he and youn~ F:rank were alone.

The Indian greeted her with ttHow!. Heap hungry.·f

fie pla<:ed a hearty me:al and a pound of the fresh butter on the

table before him. He very carefully removed hi s hat, coat and vest;

turned the vest inside out and hung the articles of e othing on the

back of a·eha1r. He then proceeded to devour all that was set before

him. After donning his coat'Jvest and hat he said, 'Squ.w heap sick;

squaw like butter.

rs. Putnam ave him ano~her pound and he went Gut. Like all

children youn .... Frank was curious and followed at a discreet distance.

( The Indian went behin,d a. large woodpile, ~ removed his. un1for·, and

engaged in smearing the whole paund of butter tbrou h his hair •.
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hen he had finished he pu·t' on his unif0r:: and : ar@ned away .ith
6.

great dignity.

186:2: .
In 1869 allie Austin came wi th her parents on a lon,,- journey

fr om Vir inia tolviontana territory.. They came by ox-train, with

Ra.dersburg as their destination. v1'hen they reached the pass over

the mountains, the . ust ins ca ped at the fo at of the divide for

number of days until their supplies were transport8d over. The

provisions carried with the consisted of rice, fleur, salt par,

dried a.pples, soda, sU .. ar and sa,lt.

The Austins' first aaquaintance was the man for who, the town

was named, euben Raders, a bachelor and a cattle·:an. Hi,s home was

,a 10n~ lett bUilding and in tllls the Aus'tlns had their first meal

after their arrival., It was prepared by a Chinese cook.

hen the Austins moved to Crow creek valley on the Missouri"

in 1877 , the family experienced the pe rile of, frontier life, par­

ticularly durin~ the flight Gf Chie.f Joseph through Montana in that

same year.

There was no stove or range in their loS cabin_, but an open

fireplace wi th cranes on wr.1i ch to hang. the pots. The bakln .... wa s dOlle

in Dutch ovens placed on the coals, and with coals heaped on top•.

They used a contrivance called a. ttin kitchentt in \vtlicb. to roast

meat and fowl; this was placed by the fire to receive, the refleeted

heat. Potatoes were baked in the ashe s and coffee was made in a. pot
7.

on the 11earth.

6. Frank tanley Putnam. Interview with Larissa Putnam te art,
daughter of Sallie Austin and Frank Putna·:, b.y Toome~, 1938.
pp. 229-230, Great :F'alls ·Yesterday.

7. rs. a11ie ustin Putna. Interview with her daughter Larissa
Putnam' tewart, by Toomer~ 1938. -p. 233, Great Falls Yeste'rday.
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8,S nnt of the Ox te ri o

63 sh e t 1. on C H .. ) tov tao - ed t t e

i e 0 tho overed -.O'on, use 0 e.~ a c flre n

u c ovens we a sou ad Vood 'Ie the prl C1 a f e' .n when

U 0 buffc:.. 0 h ·ps

'dge r on~ h. va. gon e . h _x yi g o s oxes en

the r ~r One box r led food ,nd the 0 he di has w1ich were

a' of here were no po:rt_.b1e e.b1 s instead trvo end bo·,rd

(

taken fro,. t J fron 0 he Vt.agon e inse rt d un e he 0 of

the .Iess 0 Thi b e Wf? ..... ve:..y un,-",e c-Jin ·d i-b e to f~,

.ny ~nd t 1 e V/EJS no i e oth 0 e ing the t b e

no ca.p too s t ood ,,8 e ten st nding r tting

at ."n unc omforta.b e s' ope on the a on tongue

au' e ought an the wElte arrie s er ·.a e

for th ~dgerto par y in O~ah <-.r ie he one ga'_on nd

he .; riers 'J. fi ed c t

n-ght 8nd un~ un(er the wa n with he sta pers out even _uke -r
t uddy
/ri ve r v e~ter be came .ar an coo. by .. orni g and s ta y so a,,} _ 8~

noon a sto of 0 e 0 r was.~ de whe co' - _Ulloh of bread

and butter an cOld. -4eft f·- 0 ~ b a fal e t n Happi ,y
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SOl. ti' s .8 1a ].. e y one of h unter 0 gi ,n to the

pcs l' ch 1e s d, on he trip

1: ow n then he~fdys op was e . t do \TC J. hing n

k t rose 0 the v10 n fee of he a.

n ,t te r 2 tothe j ou n v s ne as Dr o

. 863 26:

On .J.hu lJovembe 26 _863 enr de 0 tli

S J i f ave the fi for .. nn r vh i h VI S a_ °0 t. e fi r

;rnk gi i d1.nne a Bann .k _)10.&. n e rri 0 y
fi t

-mor g h gue t er · dneyr .ud e rto 1 /Ite ri t orJ. ~ _ go. nor

o V'i bur Q n er t 1 wives nd a dozen other rom1ne t

cst a o o too igi ant e. ·!~trth

( "~dgerton v son' ubi .~.<' tend ut h

earing her ath n rno hr di~:;; th di e vii I

·n 0 he

her we e no turke so m r ~en .. ke

i fo t 0 ird for whi he p e , h in go1d dus The

igh ed i th 8, hun' ro·d canctl.es ~he e were exp nsive vnd

e e ant vvine_ nd ny .,""'i acie hieh for t_ irst i~

gra. e a t se de .ect b1es ,a_ .ee i or ad

p ho en nlS young wlf e s ora·

, lVing VJl hi i e next oor 0 V{e 1 ur ..nderu The 0118 e W'8 S

flOg .. rue tU1Ae u ii.1Si e the re r;8w ,:,rl. e~1f y OVv 0 co ve

e eg ~n t 1, nn rs nd the 0 teons grac ention o·

o to his gus ts a. e it an ace si n ong to e e ..8 _ber

_u_ r EtS the hest d .I sed_ .. en in the "nd he ew

8 ae.r"1~.r I
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hOVJ 0 hi in HlS VOl e v W s he o·

til ~d· 8"n J te 1I1i h h gent. (lhe d

h a,r e th e n i ird .0 dexte rOl had 1 h

s to ec.., ou''1t es vi ti LS w i e e

""0 0 1 a_ t un e ou e vi es In e i .e in h1.

d c·.' ro a ar h- e.on of h t 8Ji

a 'a to z et e v~,}~ gues re ant· ha, nigh

kne hct '""I,
~~er iC:;"S ·an con v 0

, eet s def.t t .n ~.....

{iO t of thern esent WO_ d be ... ).., xeC11 t on nus S ns

c.:l f El t of e zza bu tho g e h nd of fc,te w

a p .. [j,i Y 1 on t e 0 i hp a e n up n ho e

of "T

b n1 n p _e b n t beri f i 110 kno h t
( 11- S reign of e ri al otl t 0 n

["he con _0 e f , in th b: 1 n win r y .. ." l~ nigh

ha_-_ e doorvv y 0 trle og s hOl e ted

go i Y1S c'nd ad "11i~ g e t goo dnigh s tl e

C1,~t gue d
.L
arta e 0 d an 0 ked at thv stars an m.oon

in the brigh w·n r sk - th
9

upo

8

o .. .0
ew J n

_·940 or 0 '.
S 22 _94

4
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k

(0 4'7 .eseBJr 0 me
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Joh· and rs and others o· the ig

..n e w nt .,a tllrl<:e fo hri~t as nner 63 The on , ones

to found in the '- tire 8 Jid t be on the 0'

o

hi s dd. e

dist >In

es~ e<,n d ri

he

Gate

h tie
.0

o

r t e G~ 0 In .,~

.J.

ro fro iL i g n -t

5 iJ.e b t tV/O tur}:ey t F I+ 0

d r turn in tr· ph ith his birds

86

(

o ron

""hen I w.

my fa the r a.nd. o·

Ant on , hi at

nine ~?e8.r 0 65 I .6 fn} t Jo ~ph

y .0 her t 70 rot he s en t, 0 si~ er to jo n

est rothe r rvho h d o~e to lv.onta,na the et:lr

e ore. toe! h set on 8.- fe, feu ~i as north ast 0

en on the ree bott OJ of the ri k'.

f:, e- ~e e i v months on th oa (emlg B,n .. t. ain of 300 eop e)

a-nd the e Sho g ~ e e~ ong the We I re e be r there w a

she iron sto 'it/hi ch W8_S nflJ.le or h8.,nging on a n·i ._ on tlle

81 de 0 four \Vc gon o k ngJnd ~ t

othe ti as on y t e fl.re sue an the" u ch oven n a

that i don t r O..l.. on U 'o:r b e kfa t t

go ~kene va

o oak of he
Intervi v

mothe
nd rese

wri ti ng (.rTr
h Nove be
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and our tJ g n

~n

Ftkev ' W r kno

ith

S .. t

80 eti es

ring fro ./ ie, 0t

8 ­

s y

re aug '__a ens ou ,n ad into s.

0 a '-.t di .In then fried in

or g e·ase in ve hot • h S ,,8,

The cof e w ~S boi' i huge at nd it

0 g

To m

f.our s g.r green coffe

xtr s

he r hf d to d us wh

10

do gh 8"ke'

do h god

ordJ.nc

he , on 0 S "

re aV de iciou

c:.

e

(

P k drJ..ed

.__ .s 1.0

,nd tIle 8~ _ e s pi e ( n· n ,on

_our as se' 1ng CCJ t ':J>85 a hun red vlhen we .. rr

J deere 1Et .vo~ed on.y ne biscui t t a,! ea.. t rea iscui

each d .l.Y" gree~~ e vias u e in ea.d of bu' er 8.nd ,..other poon

Ollt gc. r to us

ather d a a 'r of po to s re dy or igging "hen e

a i e oan ts pound 0 the see a .. 00- ound

ht ~ he a" tin v ,,ey he , r fu extr v e jus

n01Ig of t.e eye to .. an and then o'd he hear 0 mer he,nt

i He'e fo anou h "Q'~'''1) Y fo the 0 igl.n eed

Ou furn .
Ul--e de fr v 1 VvS hi gl~ ne r'by

I ..-r ed 0 s he eve , o - s ro h{d co

on the s _..e w._gon t In bul t their Jbins ose to 11 he s

on t e )r ck.y ea, -i f_c the B,bins were 0
, f ur feet,

a r and th re lere eight or ten 0 the

Of cour e vIe ()rj r ed our unh s 0 chao a tin

bu ke vvi t ' at e u hE rd oi ed egg ho emade
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ookies d e d \Vlt uff" 0 de e eat n

domestl ,e f the

on J. d g ~ ,hen

r 1.r~ e c hike n

st ec~- se I su .!:- ose t

a a hild

u ti-"_

ost

ik

n y 0. dest rather an

ns of e e an he

o;ne on - thl. rd · ntere, t lhe had no r er In tho

a. but t e u e -l~l enc 'burr m _8 of -rrlrena,hg .nit wit, groove

t t a in 'e es e ut on e mont

a e n oode out the Ant a ew s th

pu up a 1. _. J han gU{t but re w s ett e whea

round He. _e na so i t w; ~S n, t pa, ing bu iness' ~"' nd he sol to

( -" '

. e1 en erch ts vl used J.t to grin fee

"he wllnter of w._"s he hc~ est i' e I ever ex--------
pe enc i "lont na t W S 0 0 _d t A.t the f ,rni.. h t. ove

into th oot oe 1 a to eep w ffihe e ~r wa 30 or 40 feet

ong ~lnd v"e took 700d in and staye 1 nt M_ the weathe moderat.

t 061' r were verlY ne cessary in the ear y da.y in J.:~onta "

e 1 we e e i the r cut deep n 0 he s

into t e ground,~ 8" s ..anting ang~~

of

and t e

h1J_ 0 w re d g deep

o V1 re rli th hea

po .... es t...itra nd 1r to c great thi knes ~he insi

into o~pvrt_ nts 0 - bins each 0

One ben he .; otato'ss 0 ne turnlp

"ert · n vege t

one utaba ts

o on· to to d good je" 1es j.8 at e sore

i her eep d g fo the e he ~

an i w., ined vi th str ~ he ,·b g heads er CG efu
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on

th

e

f 0

n

th

as

i ke 0 e

J.t of d

oth

t .,k ng o.1-f ou si e a va hi 1 S ho

an , a" e Wl. hout to hin

en 0- ~tr JW ,_"on betveen e e s .,', en ,he

a e if .N S uta ve r t[~i ck' ye 0 f trw suo e

nd over t the di rt w· he high l hen tIle pi t vva

opened J h ps se e ~'_' he d wo-u_d be t ..ken O' e tie

t 1 osa not usea a onc.e we e p_, ced in t he TO tee" 9 fo r e ,~ o-

r.,~ ato g ('he te pera ur of the roo e 8<=' 00_ n

r' but nev ~ fr Zlng .as ~ou d e kept nic

seas on to ana ,he

n'~ n tod the ran h"e the- r roo e

rge rfln h and the. a eery fa of the s ~, 1e r

-rvh do no t have a root e! ~.ar

On J e ,.a ge 0 of th duties of the ch ~ boy

to get the 0 k s oI~a.e' aah rnorning t e go to t. e roo -0 ' ..

an e h veg'.ta.e ,0 th' i k hOTse r-n hou e and

g u th 11k r a nc ut er an'd orne i es utter 1._k fo

t t ay, S e s, and then to the _6 t hOllS wher he ut the

roast cho s or teaks for i er on y He t en goe to he

JO is e,ry v\llth the cook is ~nd gets 1.00-p01.1nd ok e h of

our ~ ga aun an of offee 5-g~' 0 ~, of ho

mad ~.ard 5-pound c .n of be").' ing po er he s t f 0 a

_OO-poun 0 n' of cre~ cheese fTtl "it in ga_ ~ on c n cerea_s

r·cker rna ron pvghett1 d l·e in u reb

th hone'y nd yr b~V th e g __c.' on u ~~e t , y th 0 :..

f vorings n 6 Ollnce bo e and ue" k au ho d m de} f o.
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a .ggs .r US11_" n a roo of e n h eus

w ic lv nhe ,t1 but never fre z n· If th r c~re a. _at of

hick n eggs kept ). a e he 0 d "n lr eg _

eggs ~re used first t hrist. s ti the se_e ts in ase

rin good ~r es 0 t e . Jet as no h egg

there
Jo
uit bun h of yoi g f o '1S

an aroun Hc_ en '. ·t" ery t'1 veeks W 0 the DOyS e'lt ogeth

a d ga nig t anced a' night to he tun

and a po ta. b. e org n. T- ome r rough the

orga..n and p _(:1 e 0 ut· fr ~ e e ~nd he.. ge . the 0 u ~;~3 for

tl e nig 's mnsi

l •..1. IT ,0 key .. d 0 ened a h f"e b k .-r in He __ nO, nd he

usua y ~u u th unch fo }le o~l to serve P"t the 8n Tn
womAn nd g. r .... s lays ~~ ad oof nee 0 .he to ve to go wi h t e

,11 iiches cc.n . 0 key u ni he S:he a J ft he

e'edtion of san Ni h eat and t e kind of cookiJ to his (18-

cr t on On .0 k ecide to make \0.)0 !.e crea p ffs in.s ea of

oak es of

a. crea J. puf .u·h . ess seen 0 e

g;u ped t ei <<'In IJ· he o,nd. offee in 0 d t

ta~te one of the queer looking puffs. ~!~hen they were sse ar n

one f ' Q h en h8~ i

th e ff Jit.h g gu J

he c c· n . uau ad 0 o ler g he ( as

of 11 er icruth

f off 0 h1S fEt e damned thin s not even

00 •
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82 I e ...J ...n ~ . 011. ev aJ · c an ill

11at ya ,r r 1: gh 2 000 heep fro th&r to --. g

prl g for er p e sh eJ e onged to Gi±~fin Vll0 am

w t. a ~o a'8 -ence to se the ling he

e ·w . e re 0 ked ove 8,

i nd on~l ted of t e a oen S la n On.n ~O rdongh is u t

f~IOU slde O..L baa 0 VJ er 01Ight on ti LOa

paun s ,nd came in b r.ap ks· he on C.S very grec-sy

In 883 . e nt to ~ or ShB,w an 011 h t por IlJ i a

i k ed in b in in .S ho dl 200 POl,ln

e ) or ten in hes ow hi te .e bOl1gh · t 0 f t e

_ess hOll e Ot of t 18 110st s excess SU-l.. p ,ies. 'e boug t hoe· ,n

to b , co a ks vlhi h

we h to h arid g i tl1 is coffee \'Vc,S 0 -,ht t 0

Q. rice an QO~ eti es vve

In _.8 9 the f ~ t h· t tree ! 8~ h d~, t e log ..e hOdis

church il1 .. e ena .. athrop ~c- s the mini 0 e r " i)..) d ..ughte s .. 11g

'Hc.,n IIp t b b yo I 8tocking e su e .vou don t fo get, ]ar the de .r

1iut1e di~ ed darJi g Ha ne e seen fh is m at wh vh w s

true 0 o e h evenl of u .r ing ~1" tr, VI

J~9. .__.6S .n or ng s f r 8.. __ '1ho tten e

In 869 I hElve een m n come lnt 0 e en n<l p ~ ore d I 1

ea h or ple ju t 0 eat the crust "c~Juse hey we r a hung y fo

br ad mhe on y ye used ~t that t1_e We _ brewers eo t n i

W8,S "e y tong _':0 r b in p rrposes

The pea n Virginl~ it ·ere stu In
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lov

,nn v' 0 b d a. grace y sto' J..n He na in star

f ig te -~ OS- n 0 Virglnia ity f 0

ut' h Vili th ,d 0 o lr fOl 1 he eo

l.n 1 offe ed him ~~75 hich 116 r fu ad The upon t.

i" zen.s vh1 __ e hey took hi f 1 0ur div e i tint

25 po ill sa nd 0 d a ~ ek to a vho need it t the r'B,te

o hun ed ri1he n t e y turne i __ 0 e ga.ve hi s one

nd (,,0 d. hi to ~~O on

iving in He ena ki 8 ad to i k wi

cur_ants nd pe __ 8 them in He ena for 50 cen ts art

"In 8YJ I h u1ed VI e t fro... our ck creek ranch ne~ ttnton

:)- t in )r a I ha to go ~;throu

vii

o "

sa.g rush C oun r and b d ten se"m e

'In .JL..§. I, ga e 11~. j r nc bing an "vent t ark f r a rRn he,

ped ng vegetab e fro e en o p Baker U:-vJrybody ~ e ge

toe t vega tab e

o

es e

four oz n e o

e On y fi

o one Eln st

rip t

ed to

C~lr" y them into the llouse He t.,;aid eve-r m n I a e

of the 0 diers vm reupon he signa1 d sever '. 80_ die, who .; me

n c. r ied i the or e'

In .8'76 no trlp w on 0

egetc b _es e h tr~p h--" 0 - h t' e country and 'un ri ver V!J 1 Y

ought to f:toe from ( urtis ~n e en ,we 0 50 axes 50

poun to a box or /.4..0 a box and eop .. e were g." -; to get the

ny ri e B' >r so' 4 000 und 0 ag t _0 cents



o er ov

( 4 ...
~'"re . eft

.~ T

of in ofpoun e ena ....,1 s' a on 0

- eg t nned b ead and frying st yedc so e a p rva ove -
t n .10_ f rJek a,n on «"'n cooke d au evening ~ ea _ 0 r

ca pfi re

John e

fro He na tOI ~.,un r cross t 0 Jo i

.i 8.. wee., h Cflt JJ an who . t· r ui~. ~l ho e t 32 ourth

venn o t i Gret J.: s had a a 0 n ,t lun ros i ng

He bought a box of ""hese ap. es an 0_ the g b era p ..ayed for the

Bw J.or: t!ng ,.he as er t n n there ,800 10--' a ontJ

the t b_. •

I 883 me t as cb b c use ther sti_ muoh g e
(

er it e beef act en e ce on t e 'roundups

6

.a t :'~dgerton _,a 8 ann ~ other of ; 1 th

T
, e ef in e embe 865 - 0 ake the on rip fro

.t"on a erri to y for our 0 d ho ~e i Ohl0

If ir t 0 a __._ t e furni ture hc"d to e d pas . of ·ther s

t:)i d e '<'dg to 3- r d de of ,ho 0 g ven to a

d an ter ro ked other BetTIn u lr . abies . other s h .. J.

dJ of a bar e. tuffed 'with h and overed VlJith ue

. s T 0 intervie 1 by Toome
p 46-5 esear y

939
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o ro kers \TV S a_ f e i

he one h ur more o~for _y or so othe ]. an " k

the sa 0 dene d on oxen to ke the-

lp quj ck_y enough so athe ur ha e ou pans of oung .n

k-ttih mu es v i h

u i

ew our 171JO C n va cove re d ago

n idn

e (, ..art

no :n

/00ohar

r_ · ng

ar l'dge on

d a 0 USl"n ,IU

friends were in the

e r iest i11er

"e vvent v· a '8..t

rt

ke Ci y to pen feVi d ~ vi th tel t

Ore .on Tr~l _

(
an t hen on 0 0 ~ 0 i. t.'

On t e div~ e the -eathe wa o an eta an ve re kfa,s

ed In e and snow. it:Jhen we re8ched o.. lt .-lre the lO 1 n pe h

en Wl h ri e peaches fie hEtd seen no f esh -rult

except Vi· - d er as fo ne· r_ y three years vn 18 , rna t 'd· e of

e t s at the s·gh ~nd 8.,e _ of the 'usci us .rll-t

had ste\;v~d fre. h pec ohes for uU er an

right off the tre s Ho t;tn ody wouLd W ,nt t st h t ae1igh

fUl frui h n]. co U . be t Iken c"nd dri-1. plng y ea ten rom he

tree wa~ _or t an w chi.ld.en OU_ d under nd. "e e to e-

sto d he und

e gatlle d

on t a eEtt ne}cpi' ~O~7 in th

1:_0 on is· 0

be gone' by .orni, g

o

a the vvi fe of

fear

Pitt

pe ches ~

p_.etion a,no.. f

I ~tve had (31 v s at In eart 0 ~o ~on 1-



dit J.:J 1'00 er o

(
s onar~e and th eir vvi

... 26 -

~)ct e .. (S m) ·.llo'hes "i l.n Bannack i _868 ffwhe n the late

iggi~. you ,ou d make eight do 'ar

d-y bu b g'osh you h d to wo rk h. d for i He S8..ys·

ou f Oll r n bacon and r ying p • '~e c auld

get pJenty of t becau e there was lots of wild ga e

CO u d .) i d ~ C ~tb i J. n a da and it os $_ 50 to bu gru and

. 88.~.
- D l..rrl te s abou" Bo'b (,a/sey 8; stR.g. (1ri'tfer Vi 0 got ,cst in one

of the wo st blizzards of the eftr'Y dc,S Bob was driving stage

return On this

( pcrti uar trlp wl1ichha~ppened in ~'ebru8,ry 188

)..1truok VI! .', __ 6 he W~lS in the Benton .,_ake 'country.

the b'izzard

·e d,rov a,rOTIn'

and 8Jroun but bec .rne more bevJil d red al the ti Je ]'0 r 20 d~lY

he first thing he sa1 was

he W8..S 0

fer hat's

when fina --,.9 d8,tt

I va hEtt d t 0 sa t

lill1 a.net BJ.~ 1 ROVv6 :to und hi

Gimme a w 0 terbaccer oys

a.ntl it '8 1 __ th~lt saved my ife

(

During th t · .. e he 11a h~d no food n on._~Y' snOVl to <~uenc,

hi 8 thi s. ,1: 8,nd .L_O"tie oak him to P rt Benton where bot, of

his feet had 0 be a puta ed becau~e theJ were rozen h~rd

12 rekkl.ng .;as J~ in 1865 VIi th stc tee 8..S Goa no' fi1 r ip for
TTrec k 1 1ng b9 ¥"c~ tha I~dgeruon ~ IEtssm nn claugh'er 0- idney
'{i'dgerton . nd other of Ed_i th Po Nfe ~a"xV\leJ. from \vhose s r p­
book of her .other's writings the above Vi s taken Int r
iew a,nd resea,rch by To mer ~~01Ji l.b~ _94 •
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v'''hen he first OJ. eu s. to t 1\ ..1 S In 8 t cS

Rl gJing other i us . eLy

t But 1- the ciru'~s s f ing prett igh as it w J

ng In he ness It \. a a " e'""" a fo rna H s

eo .6 0 in t 0 or th ee dJ s he . of ti _ nd p1.ng a10ng

the _"ii ~ 011.1 r v r with their cook ~to as co in utenoi.s

gru he "1 e i aoon uo board on h.o s back .nd afoot

r e e were no 0 dog r to.n t en no 1ub c;lJfe er 0 dozen'

of e 8Jnt n Di s- tore _._un h ounter w· re 011 au t

you, choi OI e<: 1 g P e u you had to bring au o / g

or pay c.: big prJ. e for a· the Pa.r ho e dini,ng room -'lost

of em co dn af 0 a t. \it so the p ked thee OVln U nd t11eir
~3

o vn stoves 0 ooked it 0 r _~mpflr •

; ~l end fa el~e hen owne by 1'!8 t..J..

err Gea e ntee __ I • Y c:~n 0_ i_ • ro dVJc .

Gordo s ya •

T he menu r re y went y'ond c ck ooffe 01 r o ugh bra d an

so e1 f . i sk 1 t in i s own .grea I trli kened it

f._ou· f ,m she te th re s none fo he e \vere 00 ti ed

nigh to C'"J rrange n\] u· the t p protect10n. .n

t oth
,a ~tl .8

nd Greet a _ Intervi
and _940 res ctiveJ

=>ese. h moome

a
pJ.

e
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the~ U1 e o e y in the morning to 0 any
.4

A' e p ug 0 ore ) pion e an e of Tl e

ut to "lont na a y in the _8708 He ... esi ed i wh t

is no de oun for ore the..n 0 y rs t one ime e

ope t one 0_ t .rgest ran ~hes in the t Ii ~e cst e t 'n

en e ved to unt ~:tnd fi h J., ••L he often en te tai e his fr end

dur 8 ng the n n vnd fishin ee.l on 8" his r ~nc w e h

coo-ked the me i 11 en 1 Ja s r
U to t e on of- hl

rae he s '"' e ce ant cook as re .ost 00 __ o ed en alld wo en

"'Ior 25 -'e rs l1e ope te d ~the ]; g r But e ran h n en bough

a. 0 dhouse in tll vic1.ni t~., of vlh t · s not rlhote u but f r

( fa e--.4Irs he ti e of that and 0 d 8 • H t11e ~O ked for cou e

of years 8.. S b rtand,r forD Du in, ~tnd the 13tlirp "ugh f

bow __ wit go .d bot .. o n

'one dozen

DUll. '

rg unch au r1 t go~_ hand es gi van to them y '1r

t the t·

pennies and nioke

he ·orkad a bartender the uionee s threw w·y the

giv en he i c rJElnge • mhe d in Ie 0,8 he s , est

piece of change they wouJ d keep ~lnd if nOf si e he change W8.. S

-:.. .
m_ e bui' dig 11

4 Forgotten but ~he

oraon p10n,
94_ Vo.,. X~~I

G... e t ,,' s
~l s es erda

~·-rro te T i tory
edi or;l of

. 0 28

ntel vie'
p 39..40
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One of Ji Austin ea _y .. , oci~· te J.n rl eptnu va e ~a

Joe K1PP s re tr de ,nd. notol'''iou s

g er of tho e d Ji cvnd Jo ele he rine pa, flgures -n

a even w· h has SlTI e be 0

he s ptl1 r s of 8

his·tor~

rou 'ht Uni st te :ar h

to pre nt the trc nsporat 0 0 quo In 0 In ~n rese a i ns

e B ... a kf at re erv ,tion

hi by t kin aipp set ou t to de

o a ada thrOtlgh .e 'oaded tbe sta k

bound for th

of -,_].CluOr fro Helena

e enneaf '- .yin on the ~<i)'J OU.ont a

mouth 0- ~un rive

freigh 3. t g

QVJ G e ~t

( 1ose-pres ad y the rr~tr ha ipp n ad hl. c'8.rgo

bogshe s 0 vV'hi key B,n bur~ it on Ji- Au t1.n s re"n h u in

h not ing to do with he entur ~ nor 'V'. th the u i g of

w s e 'bu i counted on hi a '. frien ,n he wo d not fa"J.

h
.... .... esent y the rsha_ rod up an ske Jim -f he had seen~

,Kip P ,.=,0 the ran Austi rep'.. i d in th negs.tti e e ~Jwa s

-~,into,ine d he h d to ' the rno,r he__ the rut ec "u) the auo

h d en b r· e before th _ .,r r ed tIle st- n

en d nger Jas as KiP..~ dug up the q·o 8.. h and ha~. tene

on h:LS wcY to na on' Y to be overtake n hart i-sta 011

of the .ounde.. ry in of ." he ..antn urveye 8..nc II VJ. ,.

entati t e a naged to c inca the m ha .1.8 he.ld

. a __ a cro>J d the n he· nding 0 t he e t J.she

- ru ent _ 80_
. es north 0» the ~o a n ed. Fort 'i

t n off in
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r tJ..on o'+" j. .; trl ph ove r the .t1 sh

I 0

~ Ji uStl p,.,_cnte d he ~ir)wit or har In 'iO to, e s

0 the ock e i1hic he ob ined fro~ frul.t grovi ~n' ~,c e va ey

ah It conSl ted of p - ~
e n pe h tre s e-nd gr ~._ e vi t

b'_ VI nu tr e f o ~ <: n rse J.n ·<"i e ota irl€; d e 1 ." ter

-h orchard nd eget~jb e gar e ~ere p ~nt d on he e s e

0 e 0_ he ~-,ount
.

n's e the un s a dl no st ke untl

te ena _~h in h to al (V he frost firot 1:he ~ i-

gat a. ditche OI wat r ht ro hee ere li1he r ze

winning fruits and veget ;b_~eo exhibite a~ the 1. s of Gre t c s

f:tnd e e

be. iev

e e a re e .. "tion to '>TOll n ~et e s vV'ho un 1., the

ec"ste rnYlont na 'n s inc ,pa _e ° I ell ta ini J.g ~"ny ero

( except t 118 native gras es One of the w nu tre s t "ine

di et o± .2 l.n

J J a ·u tJ. at...) on·.. y irle y rs 0. hen rler ·o1Jhe die n

e had J 1ea n to oak j.. l1.d keep ho ~nd ~ere for e t v

_~i tt __ e q che fJyS:

h istm h p y 1her . was no one f expen. i e

LJ but y fa 11e a '1ry good 00 .. ~W8.;Y8 .. fL e dOllg n ts fa th

oJ ide.- ~:,nd there 'Vere hO~l e. d presents an ..ood hee

n 89 Ju 1 k stin arried Her ~n TV K_i g ~,Jhose an h "as

h nd one-he m~,e u t e ". O11r 4i e There.... 1'11, ,

S no oa to the r~n. SU·~).L ~~ i 8 e e '11 'ro t e

~t8~t· on t Hardy by _ec"n8 of vhee_ rro u-'_ e r._.- _l~O d t: k

then through ~he tuxm '_ dnd oroc the i r y 0-, en she

iSl ed her frien s do . the u hed the 1
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OV.J t .is sa lhe _. ngs ~ l.ve flne v,get b.e

~;360 v 0 th of ·ine ... pe to atoe to h
.6

o e u!' .. e t e y

. ind in

eid1er th fa YJ P ( o e f"riend of fT ,1.ver

on the or ig'ln in ctn Ind· c n t e

a - e mo t_ of the ",no e shel iver i 8 a

written in the eighties ,na th~r ere then an

1en iving v} 0 kne\· ve '1 ,tin Johnoon rsona 'y,

Bei e S8.. y

8, t· H lFl e p t d i1.g 0 t ,t Le 0 th 0 the ,,~·u s

she - . if1.ncl on hot d~l i Ju_y 87 'H(' '1/1 e.l (J,n s U[i were

0),) to the post ui kin J lne e __ ria rghen the ft7 ~ ere fil"te ~ u
(

y a b nd of io v 0 vrer· idin in )00 ':I S Hs.. _

W~S ho~ bra g -he ne k ,nd fe'

John Ge 0 ge Grinn . (no

an seven oth " r "VJO_, fa rs vV11 08 e nc 1 e e been forgotten went after

the In ia s iter chasing he 80.6 dJ. ts,nce se ra of the

In n r kl. _,_e one va. ~"t ~bot throo-h the h a.r:d

J~~.. J. Y Ie to c. ft:" _~.ed p

ed hi .. h"s u ng hi0 , if.e to t e '1di rl s 1 ee,

b ew 01 t hJ.~ blaln

he :0 then q ./w te e tlle eL.~. n ' an pi e he

er of Je. e
estercW..
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in one ru e I I e ser "'i g th 8nd rlnketo

J ol1n n p ckv i e 0 hlS In .icv.""n "nd ...ske vvho wi

t k u i er Woo ·e ev ~n _-r d Jo_ ns on ( "t..T U a.

of the .. l r h 0 er bo s b cki1g down.

Ihe he d 77el' tak n 0 the post 8Jnd the ..L es hoi d 0

n th were P'H d on c..; .. o Ii .a :fo an be ed fv

th y we e Ret B.. ·op rov; of s a,ke ose to he live s

dg , n .L;ro~ d g'ren J 0 ty 0 the eop. a OE rd_ the

tea ·bo ~I t P ying b ,t ~ve n t ;0 J_S and 1or' en on

te roo he ve} kno . Haze n ho ~e f

ee-,\\ ago ave a fine d or on f ',1 er :'\ te ..nd h·v

tr .phi
...
ater in .' ontana nt ( bo It 8 0 i~ hs er

_ e J n t a iforn e a·v ·n a 0 die He had

sa r,re d a a seo t fo erry n 1.~1. es in so e of the Ind . fig t
-_'7

of he seventies

_.8 3:
- -'hen "'1. en y ~O oe (noq 0 _ G t tV ... e ig ye ,rs

O. 1 '8'73 he 'f7en t i th }li f ther fr lL He en o Jfort ento

on 1 irle ss • going by way of wha

in no the ~ -eben· h ... anc e Jr a.n on

t t ( t tie t~-i ·8 used a a st ge st .on e r J 0 "r e R Vv ere

ch e d ~Jnd lh e th p s en e p rto of refresh nt ~. d so

times ~J)ent he nig • ~~an s..nd hi t ife served ea _ or J at

c n e to c~ny one ref ·8 ent ·1h" f e sta _e n..L

7. John ... Beid1.e he V 'e ian ce bar 26 _ 940
-:1'0

-. rar 0 • ch ov __ 94. Tpo .le
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h g the ~tage or as
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n ,88 ~onroe JOln d u s a f B,in ,~r 2e f for ~ goverl en

survey oltfl wIn h via sect1onJ.z·ng in he eas ern p-Jrt of t

here we re 25 en in e p ~hey · ved n te nt feu

to a ten ook and a 00 ~agon Ther

s on on 0 h sed for tr ns. or lng be ng

end sup as e _en t a·a d 0 horsebac nd camp lJas usua

ch ~ged 0 e in vO weeks The v ark d h~ d b the 1" .ood ~ as

er y goo h re bei p en .y of vv i g~ean fe t ("'\ en

di ve was the i trc.,ding po

In 882 the eo n ~. nte of b ur eying pry s st v th

o~die s aflro ufo ,the red up 000 .ane g e Indi ns f 0 a._

( tribes in thc,t pa,rt of the n o1mtr ~ln r 0 ght he to the e1 ow-

ato e r er .. ,5.l.J..J8 vvay fro. 0 r~ B for there

a 1 wJ.nter. "'ver~7 tattlrd~y a company of oJdie!o W u1d bring up a

, 08 of gro r' e fro "',0 t Bufor hey nex ca gh 25 0 3

head of ~a,tt e,nd turned the o e at the for he en t en

aught n utch "red the the .sq- s sa them sting nothing

ing even the en t he e groce s n boe d st on

we B.n the th sal e prooe ure V\l.~ s gone thro h gt i,n ~leek afte
8

e ,. in r ong

8 G at a
e te d-y p

IntArvie by~· me
55- .~57 _ese r h
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8'73
__8 0 e \,arth -1dgerton a s ann

n 873 I as gOl.ng clown e ~\. is; our on t e bOvt 0 J8,' t

Joseph _a ~r e VvftS at }or I s ru.::., e tl nk-

for th'e sack of buffc he 011

on J e ;Io p .. tte sis e

Irvin an. e to ocmp.e the

gre ;{ 0 have ea ten b ffa,_.o

t n v hy the In i ns c a __ uf a .0

-1. a _. ~n

sup~or w served t idn gh

S?;l .~ds de ciou~ je 1 les ,.~,nd j s g( Ire ,. Q a.
(

_a,ffil ,cture into e as n ants a

kinds

k"nd of

,..-..nr ies

and

e of sprk ng Nine

Afte th 4 descrint on of an ea er ay thB.n the e i gh ie

the I~ rs t Chris n~,s e.e bl~at 1. on It t Grec t ta

Gibson n lli rem·nis e ,e uounds :teet ·r t e
9

re 8.. ed y J:?a.. ris

_8'74:
1 :B' anag n .nd r i m iJ:1lrne ~n army ontr ot sureeon

o ene a drug t~re in ort ento in _875

e e .. iv n -n e tore section ..Lor the fur t oJde of the Q,d fort.

he 1 in ows h d • Fort -en on



'f ith' 1":1 0 0 e. IO .94

- 34 -
a ;..1 1 3. t 1.... pas Wf:!.I) Te y g·y t ti the e ere B;nd cone t

r s ra as an In thv event 0- the of c ). sting 1· sh

as e e "v a b i arv dJ. ~nd .n e on

ste Oc or of 0 .. sort in his hono

o o.ne I ge er of teo One yeftr

put u for the hi. dren i .r i qu:r er t the o!d

• One of the .irst hrist ate 8 in t fo t

Vic S i. he n g.n ho, e 1,1 i S 1', n g n s i' _ .reis ret It _e

w tttb e on hi ch tIl tree s too funn

china og thaJ 8,~ on tIle t ee

\ . ( . ho we re i ~_ t rs) (. d

the flrst unda schoo in tle 0 to • ~_ ..ny of he· r
I (

r so j of th e .:Lvi in

Bowning st· . s o..c th 811 d8~Y S 00 mhe 8 rved tea an,

a ; h8r were '0 . emon for e~on .de ~ those days

",u • ,not.er fr e d of t w;s great

a by e c, · .. dr n e i"US he h e u to e t t

r8. ",ke rs 1e ha in his po Ite

f ash of-, his e ho sa lID. Jh he-a to be J-t1'. e for 00

steail te c~o Le lood- t .i e

but in­
2

2 n
p

rea
287



(

{er-ri tor y of J,~o.ntEtna

oun 1:J of -. ewis nd _ark ss

1Jo

In Ju t ce ou Bur Jher Ju tice of t'.6

)e Ice in and fo r he aunt of. ~V\lis .,11d {1 k B.n

of ',~ontana.

e ·ritor.

Joh.i1 E Ho rlar an
.:\ a Ho'Vvard

v •

Gener\;-.,l I ohn Gi'bbon

)

)

J
)

,~lin i if

Mhe t1)0 18 is a v Eln cript fro an 01 reco foo.. nd

.,.~iver whi ch te s ow GAn ra' John Gibbon the famous In ia

fighte Vllon a b.... ood ess ba,tt1 e by reco urse to the w n gives

a g im~poe of the prabl e of do eatic h· red .e ;_p on the fron ti er

which .pears to have een a pressing then as it is tod.. In-

cldentEtl 3, th 1s 0" d re ord descri bas how tl1e dough .v Gibbon r ~ded

do. estic discord and I10W this Cc: se c~,used hi to re. c lk that h

tfdidn t min fighting s ve"ges but confoun

coo rding to the musty reoorCl of Jus vl ne of tll.e .F e Bur'char

· t WftS 011e hot Cfly in ...ugus t ,,< 8'74 the. John W Rovlar D.nd hi

wi ,'~ a en t.e r d th e og Ja bln thftt serve d fa B," ju, ti c C otJr'

at he to~n of ~U~ Piver and, in be Jangu ~e and s e· ng of

J age rche 'v/ho W 4tS very pOO" S, e' e )

fo'_ows.

130 f~. HOYJar c,nd" In a J QV'la d hl vvi~ they eing first

d.u y , vyor. fiepot..Jes nd ~ays thcJ t .e ar he p a:nti~fs in t e abo e

nti t .. ~ctlon nd that s id defend t Gen. John G·b n n-
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to us s eo i r.re -the s of PLXt -ei h do ers d 33

ence ('~68 33 ~o_ se v s enclered to thJ defendan ..,,8

:/hc . e c_"i s 0_ e c Jllne '6 P. -8 bei n

on 8.,nd d y at .~·lf y do ___ ers rna ·h J)n fothe he p ain

t f a the err was '- es ec i p Y d y he efend n

or· ne r t e ci h" Ja. e _6t of Jun

.._8'74 nd vias to th r efendc:. . "fe fo t e su

0 do_. e s pe h f" 01 the 0 e -llc'l c d f rni Bord

an ;odg~n c",nd ransporta. +. i n to 'ort 8" JJO.L1 ta 81-- · to'

11 S dis 8.1 g on he 2'7th a,y of u t iontana. t - .1 tory

the clefen' ",nt and refuse t pa;; fOT surv" .. e r d n

furt _ore one Bi of ~ n for orle bo of good r nd one unk

be._o in 0 us J.: -. intiff i this a tlon shl. P.... d in ou 0 n

n~ e u in oare of Gen. John i 0 d bo ~ of goods no. on

trunk 0 for the NIDe ·s on.,af

vV th he. ··ro us p ain iff C!ctJ. d box of' goods 18 0 r p so

(

pro e 11 ..nd we r 0 Pl ~Y 8;nd' ..k J sti e the h n .. of th or ::Ln

g·ven s our ay fo eu V"1 ren ad "n ou_r go de and furth r ~or

the in i sa.it no

bs ribe -ll S I/O n to efore e i 3_ y ug t

, Sl74 Signed i J i -iA J. H01/A.. D
I I ,·IA.. • U' ~.jHi~ ~

Just- e of the e JC'e. T

ill 0 as is ue d for the D ea r nee of th defende-vn t on the

5th day of Septe er- on hi. h t t he~ring was he d

f he re or d anti, n s
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r

.P

on th ft of e

enct defen an e J..ng resen

J.. "re being no c "u 0

uest 0:: fen t 8.. .._ain-

n e f 0 her i ness

a

G ne- "

o

Glbbon

u

fa r t ~

the J and s arted 7(le w· t he crene a' n .,,: S 'Vvi

se stha he _king he O,8St·C ,ndtllegen·&,,_'s ife

e'J othe sh ort i v a, ~ award reI) _1e to ~ ue tl. orl

w· hi wife ,e f t_rs Gibbon s service

On count of ~o e war, it" r • Gi'o 0

t:lnd

l.t

ad fo

o

r • esti ie

I a,s s har by n a Gi on eo <;:~n his ).
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c d not g ee

ne G b on esti ied th t·the -1 t d the

a Eor ha,w A c Howar f e into a v:'o ..ant s on

rty iva

nd sed sue

co e a~nd a. usiv 'an evge that he h d to interfere an or er t e

VI an fro t e I10US

1 I don -tJ.nd fig ht ing sa ages ' 0 bser e d the gene .a~.. ut

conf un a b t e in the ki ch n.

ane Gib 0 won the ase vh v rdic 8~fte o __umi ous

te timon ha been aken being rendered a.. s fo. .~ow

"Ju gmen t appe~ fro the .iden e given y the p~ain

t fis and d f n~ nt th,Ett p .aintiff a-e not entit.. sd to ~h68 33 but

the b 1 of rightfu'~ y 1 e' ongs to a.-n Ji fs judg ant 1-
(

giv n i f var of defend. n b t ..- eCll1ire de--.end 0 de i ve vi

l. of adln to p. in iIfs within five c.y fro. t ate ost

of suit to be pet,id y ~inti f

,
0 t O.L sherif

Ju i e fee ~:~6 2...
II f j1 J U~? H:i .. J

2. •

l~O

-,'ho Didn t
un Ri ver

o 0 1\0

I h N d no hang
opying ord for or n n tua tJ. on·

z t·on and th n rech eking to see if er
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\,i~ary da s sister of 1:a ia had vtTorked as cook in the house

hold of Genera

he sent for "'aria to come s hOl1semaid
«.,

or On one side of the

ain str et were the offlcers quarters and on the other side were

the soldiers bar acks. The verage lome had about four or fiv·

roo sand a. the houses were pa~nted gray and whit About a

i"1 e away the aB.va ry , i ved wi th the inff.lntr~y _bout 200 ersons

iter his first ho e burned the Genera. s new hO.e had _4

roo s inc uding ~t b· j, ia d ha

A1 of the furnishings we re be ut1.fu". espe ia1. Y, ir"", uster s

fab e appointments There we a so. id silver te pot creamer and

sugEtr bovv so id si ver S~t't ~tnd pe_pe shakers rna.de in the s pe

of en egg resting on tiny go_~d fee i ver uoup turee.t;ls .nd vege-

t8.b e dishe , in f ct everything W8.S si~''- er except the Havi 1 ~n,

china pJate which were white with three pin stripes of pink and

green; and one set was decorated with bands of red

The u_sters entert ",ined !,'v/ice a month for the officers an their

wiv s The musio vIas furnished 'by the a a ry s br s band and a f

string uartette ~t tzes vvere the fa.vori te at the e ba', whi_e

tlle .ancers pO_-_.kas gao ',P and s'uar de~nce Qttme in for their

sha.re

On the fa efu_ ~~ as \Ers. 113ter took ee,ve of the genera

s e sa.. i I m ki s· ng you for the ast t1 e
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Within 30 days after the battle, the wido· s ho had not already

left Fort Lincoln,~did so then.

In- 1881 the Adams sisters came to Fort Benton., The ~inter of

1886 was so cold and the snow 80 deep that coal could. not be frei,gh"Led

from Belt. In Fort Benton it old for ,40 a ton and wood was $40 a

cord. It was finally decided to turn down the Jail an,d burn the lO':.~8

for fuel; fences were also torn down and used for wood •. "v'ater as

Bold. at$l a barrel; it was 80 muddy it, 'had to 00 cleared by putting

stale bread or thewhi'nes of e~gs into it.

emen wore hi~h felt boots in winter and moccasins in summer.

Foodstuffs were shipped in by boat; hunters and ~armers supplied the

res·u. There were dried apples a.nd peaches,: onions,!: esse at -1.50 a

dozen, flour,.su&a.r at $100 per 100 pounds,~,and butter at $1 a pound•.

A~l canned fruits sold for 50¢ a can. There were no oranges or bananaf

and when finally these fruits were brou~ht up by boat they 801d for

$1.50 and $2 a dozen. Plums cost 25¢ for two.-.

Mr.andM,rs. D'utriueille moved to G~reat Falls
22.

in 1912.

Worden P. ,l,:,"ren (late of Great Falls) gives the follo\ving:

ttDurin. the boatln~ season in Fort BeIlton,: the town hummed with

eX,ai tement a.nd a,etiv1 ty; store s were open from fi're in the mornin.

untl.1 midnight. Af!·ter the river 'became unnavigable and shippln~_; of

inter-Montana supplie s was over, business -became 8ta~nant and was

carried on locally for robes, hides, pelts,: pemmi@an, dried venisoIT

22. Marie (Adams) Dutriueille, Great Falls (colored). Interviews 1938­
1939. Great Falls Yesterday,;pp. 377-379. Research, Toomer,
Nov. 1941.
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and burfalo. The Indians traded food for food. Pemmican dried veni­

son and dried b·tfalo were relished by the w· ites, wh~le the Indians

were extre ely fond of au .,,·ar, tea, coffee J beans, tobacco and other

thin I.S brought in by the white an.

"In 1881 wh*le I was yet employed by the Murphy- eel company a~

Fort Benton, two men came by sta.gecoach from Helena and bou 11t a sup­

ply of mostlt 'wet t goods. Theyb ilt a boat and placed t~e1r p r~

chases in it, includin, several cases of alec 01"Perry Davis Pain

Kille~, Hostetter's Bitters, red ink, castile s,oap, and Blackstrap

chewing tobacco." The red ink and Black·strap were used for aolorin&

drinks for the 'injun. t The 'wet' ~oods were covered wit' potatoes.

M·y company' sent me with these men to buy furs and cC)lle~t outstandin",

( bills for supplies furni!shed to woodemoppers the fall before. ',rood WaS

sold in large quantities to"the boats plying the river.

tf The se tVfO ; en and I le ft silently and. ear ly in tJ.e mornin... ' 11

our meals were cooked over a small ca:p fire and watches were kept

against a p08sib e raid by the India.n.s.- Beds ere eonstru~ted ,near the

boat and ropes from the boat were placed under the beds so as to awaken

the sleepers if anyone molested the boat. Each of us had 44 calibre

rifle which was kept at our side. I h d 1,000 in ~old w~ eh I in-

vested in fur: and ro"oes a.t .Get of the camps alon. the river.·

The second !light out we stopped at, tOld Man Kountz IS bi ,," wood

camp. He had_ done a bii busine ssw ith the t11ree steamboa t line e between

Bismarck and Benton.. '"e cia te with the foreman w''10 told us that Kountz

had been killed by Indians the previa s winter. The Indians had been

hanging around the ca p and Kountz had order'ed them off. The next

morning three of the red,skins returned and fired at the camp from behind
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a. tree; Kountz went out and was shot and killed He was bu.ried in a

rude g;rave under one end of the cabin., lord was sent to t11e various

wood camps of the killing and the entir.e Ind.ian ea:m.p was tbreatened

with destruction unless the killers s· rrender·ed. They were .returned tl

the Kountz cabin,.hanged fram a cottonwood tree, the bodies niddled

with bullete and then thrown on the frozen Missouri.

tA >,.fe, d§tY:s later we stopped at the wood camp built by the Dia­

mond R frei:rht line near Carroll. Table s, chairs and all fixtures in

·the large eabin were con struc te'd of cott onwood tree s.. Here we saw

two deserters from Fort Keou -r-h--walkin." arsenals--eaE:b. aI",·ed with a

brace of Celt 45 c.alibre revolvers, lO-inch huntin .., kni e.',. 45 aalibre

u•• needle gunds, and tWQ cartrid ... e belts. The goverma.ant mad

( posted ~ewards for their' arrest. They condueted tb.emsel~es prepe'rly

and ate the supper of boiled hominy and coffee with ~he rest of the

party.

f The nex.t day our party stopped at Carroll where the car ',:0 of

liquor was scon disposed of to the many Indians there. John Go.way

of ioux City, Iowa., and J. A. Baker of Fort Benton had lea.rn ':dof ; y

buying trip and had bou~t the prize lot 0f roes and f ra at Carrell

Food was searQe; the boats were late in arrivin , and toe c·amp

W88 faced with a fa·ine •. Days came and went but no boats arrived.

Men walke·d d· 11y to a high. cliff in the hepe of seeing on ; bets were

ma·de as to the time of their arri·val•. Musty bacon and sourdo'u~h bread

made fro·, flour the Indians 'had refused to nuy \iQS the only 'food, and

an outbreak of scurvy as feared. ~oeway,~Todd, Baker and another

man whose na e I've fo~sotten, and I equipped a small flatboat and

went down th.e river to meet the steam.boat. lc>n-,~ the river settlers
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were Iivin ;', on venison and bear meat. e finally met the boat and

-found it had been delayed a month because the pilot house and stacks

had been torn off' at Bismarck in a hurricane.

·'In 1878 B1ll kelton (.still 11 vin,;, at Stanford. Toomer) worked

as ,orter in the Murphy- 'eel store (Fort Ben on) and in that same year

I f il tted hi·" out wi th tea:., harness, food and whi s ey for hu.nti·n~ and

trapping wi th the Indians. con after t bat he se t tIed in the J, di th

Gountry.' ('Now in. his late 80s.. Came to thela.·s't cowboys' convention

in Great Falls. Missed the boat as a Y0un~ an an wa ked into Montana l

Got h~t s start in cattle by rustlin.. arried a mixed-b ood who was

very well liked and respeeted by a"l wao knew her. They ra.ised a bi

family of boys, most of wtrom t'urned ca.ttle rustlers and some of· them

served time in the penitentiary•. Toomer).

"'When Bill came from the Judi th to Fort Benton to marry the

dau, hte'r of 'Peter Vann, he bou ht a case of beer, a ~allc>n of · skey,

and a box 0 · cigars, and invited me to the weddin~.* It was a great

rousing ce Ie bra ti on with all s,orts of food and plenty of drinks to

wash it down. To this d..ay" now more· t'h1an 70 years a ".,0, tb.at' weddin

celebration is S'" ill r'elle·:bered and talked a ·out by the old people

who lived in Fort Benton at the time, "cst o' who:, attended Bi,ll

kelton's weddin~.

·'1 left the celebra.tion about one o'cl·ock in the mornin.; at twt€>

Bill knocked at my door and wanted to buy more whiskey and cigars.

t was quite an event.

t I distin tly re _ember the fir at f erma 1 dinner, W l1ch was a Chris~

mas dinner, 'iven in Great Falls. hat was in 1885. There were no

turkey to be had, so I sent to Helena for 12 or more tins of oysters-­

New York count s.
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The thermometer registered' 35 below zero and there was two feet

o ~ snow on t e gro nd. The·· eal was served in on of t·, e nooms of the

Townsi te company office, jus t opposi te the Park hote 1.

"Those present were: Bert Buy, who fried the oysters; J. i. Matkin

who"the next year (1886) aired and dried out the clot ln~ of toe Ch na­

ma.n who ventured into the laundry ,;.,ae in Great Falls in 1886; eort;-'e D.

Buddington; H. o. Chowen, real asta~te aent; el Cnowen, 11.is brother,

and the di8h.las~,er for t e oyster party; Theodore Gibson; C. ~ •. Dickln..

son, wnoopened the firs lJ meat market i,n Great Falls (and wne is now

(1941) buyer for the Great Falls Meat company, and is t:l

, 0 ly one

l.ivin" WJ..O attended the party, Mr. "~"ren havin., passed away e rly this

spring. Toomer); George Parker, attorney; eorge y'esterfel,t; and Dr.

J. H. Fairfield, famous fisherman of trout, and h~nter of antelope,

.deer and prairie chicken; and accompanied by bis dog, Kaiser.

t ~lhere were no highballs, eoektails or gin fizzes, but there" as

plenty of beer and it was used as a cnaser for t.e oysters. 'chlitz,

beer came packed with straw in a 1arse barrel, six dozen bottles to a

barrel. It was a dinner to be long remembered, "ood food and good beer •.

Plenty of hear.ty laughter and lbood joke s, ,hone at fr~endship and muen

hilarity. Dinners like that have lon~ since passed as have the other
23.

good tlin~s of those early days."

23. ~oraen P. ~ren, early pianeer of Fort Benton and Great Falls.
Interviews, 1938-1y 39-1940. Toomer. Great Falls Yesterday,:
pp. 7-12. Resereh, Toomer, ~ov. 1941.
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On Christmas day, .1878, Robert (Bob) Va -bn of un iver and his

guest, Kenneth B. McIver, were reaay to p rtake of a roasted d e

dinner when a sma 11 band of Indians ca. e and demanded some thing to

eat. Bob did not have eneu;h food for all so he invited the chief in

to eat. ~ hen the Indian had finished he left,

and satisfaction. '

untin~ his than.s

(

,.'hen Kenneth B. .clver married Viola ·Vau~:.~hn,. niece of Bob, in

1891, t ey moved to the bachelor homestead of McIver, near Great Falls

Their fOGd was mueh the same as now, except that they had no fresa

frui t •. Dried fruits were the only kind on the marke t. t "ild berri s

were the only fresh fruit to be had and when they were ripe many quar

were picked and canned for future use.

There was little sickness in the McIver fa',ily, but when there

\4r/a·s Mrs. McIver use·d simple home remedies. A-"freshly baked 110teake

was used for earache; warmed ba eon in a stock'in wa.s good for ton..

silitis, and· sulphur and molasses were administered as a spring
24.

tonic.

1878•.:.

Al Rowe came to Montana with his parents i,n 1878, making the trip

on a Missouri river steamboat.. They met with no great dan·.,.er but the

trip was long and tiresome. hile Gomin':~ up the river near Fort

Bu~ord they we£e met by hundreds of Indians on the warpath. The

24. rs. Viola (Vaughn) McIver, Great Falls. Intervie, 1939.
Great Falls Yesterday, pp. 96-97·. Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941.
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'In ians stopped t e boat and demanded something to eat.~ The steamboat

wa s well supplied wi th f00d and. bi, slab s of' bacon, ~ unlike our ba con:.

of today, but slabs of half a no, and very' salty. The se were gi ven to

the redskins because nobody on board liked it. The Indi ns carried it

to shore and stacked it up on t'he ba.nklike e ordwo'od., They also took

sugar and f'lour and lots of tobacco, and then went with-their load
25.

of grub th,rough the trees, .and the boat continu.ed on its w y •.

In Virginia City on JUly 4, 1876 tnere was a bi'~' celebration 'and

a very gay time. ,.There was 'lots of drinkin", and eatln'"" dancin- and

ga:'bling, ~,and firecrackers. Youn" James (Jimmy.) "illlams, son of the

famous Capt. Jim '\iv111iams of t e Vigilantes,; had saved enough money to

bUy a ne'\v suit of clothes for tne occasion. He was all dressed up

for the ftAn and even bOUght a bunch of flrecrack,ers to add to his ,day's

'festivity. Sticking them in his hip pocket he strolled around t1 see ing

what he could seeu when a misel1.ievous boy espied the cra'ckers stickin
. '"

out of Jj:mmy' s pooket and set a rna tch to them. < In about five minute s

poor _Jimmy' s clothe s were in rags and he wa.. terrQr- s r1aken.,

On that s~me day in Virginia City, • Cider Nick made cider from'

dried apples vhich he sold to the th~~sty public for 25 cents a ,lass.

For those who, were hunsrY arid j,ust wanted a U snack l
, dried apple pies

26.
were sold at 75 cents each.:

25. Alber't H. ~Rowe, Great Falls. Interviews 1'939-1941. Great Falls
Yesterday, p. 111. Research,. Toomer, Nov. 1941.

26. ~dith Rolfe Max\vell t s scrap b0bk.' Interview and research,~,Toomer.
1~ov. 1941.
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1877:

1 hen the eventh cavalry started from Fort haw in pur suit of

C1ief Joseph, in 1877, it was far from well-provisioned. Their chief

food was buff 10 meat and bull berries. The men got so hun~y they

even tried horse meat.

The men became so dissatisfied and hun- y that they told ·General

Sturgis they would have to have something that w6uld stick to the ribs.

In reply to their compla.ints General turgis told the:! he had sent to

Howard for supplies. To this the soldiers warned ni· that they ex­

peoted s anethingmore than uWind pUdd ins. t'f

And still 11·0 supplie s came; m~anr{hile, the soldiers I bellies ere

getting flatter and flatter· and, a~in they went to turgis and told

him if supplies didn ' t arrive by the next mornin they were leaving

him--all of them.

The next day·. supplie's did come from Fort Peek, consistinet; of only

spoiled salt pork and flour. A quart of flour was given to each man~

as daily ration. There was no way of cookin except to make flapjacks

by stirring flour, and water together and then cooking them on their

trenching tools, trowels or even their tin plates of hich there were

but a few in camp.

orne of the soldiers cooked the t·f~our and water mess in the tin

cups in which it had been stirred tosetner. There was no salt. The

tin cup was set on the campfire to cook; after it was baked it was as

hard as a brick, and t e soldiers du it ou~ with a knife or saber

point. ~

In m~rked contrast, Chief Joseph's fare for hi warriors was plenti­

ful and ~ood. There was never a saortage of any kind, except in the
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Bear's Pa.w mountains when the T,";' ite soldiers tried to u wa er starve*·t

Chief Joseph's ~en.

27.
line s.

ven then the squaws du .. ci sternswl thin their

(

1879:
Thomas B sh folIo ed the rTorthern cacific railway, he bein~'~ an

engineer and surveyor for the road. Mary Lenihan met and married him

in andan. ,From 1-1andan they came ·to lendive, and on the eve of their

departure Mrs. ,Bush and two women friends were giving a bi dinner.

They had cooked all day, roasting chickens and pork, baking pies and

cakes. Tables were set in a large room pstalrs and everything ~as

in readiness. To their ears came the sound of poundini hoofs and a

man shouting, ·The ice is jammed~ ,A~'4flood~ 11 to the hills~'

Q"uiclrly carrying everyth,ing upstairs they fled next door to a

three-story hotel. lrhey stood at the windows watching the wa.ter come

rolling into the frontier town, a wall of snow and iGe eight feet

high.

Next ay ~ r. Eu sh put a plank from the hate 1 ind.Qw across to

t eir house; they all crawled across and ate the long-delaye,d .banquet.

After leaving Glendive they went to live in a sma.'11 three-room

house on Bear creek, a Mr. Bush had been hired to survey the land

around Gardiner. The house was mad.e of logs and trle cracks were

filled with lime. The parlor and bedroom tad board floors, but the

kitchen floor was the 'ood earth, well-packed, then water-soaked and

packed again. The top became so hard and the surface so smooth it

couln be swept like any board floor. In this Kitchen was a large

fireplace and logs were placed Within. This e;aveplenty o' r1eat, and

27. Edith Rolfe ~axwellts scrap book. Intervie and research by
Too er, .L: ov. 1941.
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One morning when lvir. Bush, with ather men, wa S 0 in. to work

especially early he invited his co-workers to have breakfast with lim

at four o'clock. Mrs. Bush, wisren to ·ve them a good substantial

meal, had put the ham of a bear, which had been killed by her husDand,

into a fireless cooker the night before. The cooker was a tin box

which was covered wit small coals, and ashes in front of the open

fireplace. At three o'clock in the morning she awoke and p t in the

potatoes, peeled the ni ht before, and in an hour all. was ready.

r'hat a delicious meal it "vas, and tIle men praised her highly by hearty
28.

eating and many compliments.

1879:

Mr. (white) and Mrs•. (colored) J. K. Castner built the first loS

cabin at Belt. Mr. Castner cut the logs nd built the cabin and wittl .

. the aid o.f his wife the cabin was covered with brush and cemented with

mud and buffalo Chips. It wa lined ith preshrunk muslin and calc1­

mix1ed. Here ra. Castner (Mattie Bell (surname) began her real career

as a hotel keeper and was k.nown as "the Mother of Belt,tf even and rir.

Castner was known as 1 the Father of Belt. u

Thelr cabin was a station for the Great Falls-Lewistown sta~e linel

. s traffic increased the Ca tners added log ad.ditions to the original

cabin until it assumed the p~cturesque appearance of a southern plan-

tation. o intricate vias its sprawling arrangement that it as called

the Chinese Puzzle, and.~.it was eaoy to get lost in its meanderin ,S.

T1his was Belt's first hotel. The chioken dinners served by l\1rs. Ca.st-

ner aIle still held in fond emory by the rna ny old-timers who were ~,"uest~

of the hate 1.
28. [ary (Lenihan) Bush, Great Falls. ied early this fall, 1941. ntervie

1938-1940. Great Falls Yesterday, p. 63. Research TOQ·er" ov. 1941.
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Mr 8. Castner grew a. beautiful garden and in the early summer hauled

vegetables to Fort Benton, a distance of 40 miles. She loaded her vege-

tables after sundown and the drove all nlght in order to set there by

sunrise. - he received one dollar a bunch for crrrots and the same for

one head of cabbage.

Once she was accompanied by i[aria. Dutriueille (colered) and before

reaching Fort Benton they were stopped by Indians who took all the

ve ("etable s and one of t e har se s.o fter the Indians had gone, Mrs.

Castner rode the other horse back to Belt and got another horse with

vvnion to bring the wa.gon back home. She ma le three trip:s a week wi th
29.

ner produce. 0 ~

1880:
--- In 1879 Le slie H. ,Hamilton, pioneer sheepma.n, now 11vinS at 2901

Second.. avenue north, wi th two companlo.l. IS, Barney and toutenoer _0"1, 'j

trailed t~ 0 bands of Ramboul11et sheep for Hoppin brothers from r;~o inne-

mucoajO Nevada to Grasshoopper creek near where D1110n, °Montana now stand s.

A"·:j.°French-Canadian by the name of Bazette bo ght the sneep and 11.ired

the three boys to herd them all that winter.

In the spring of 1880 the boys settled with Bazette and then bouiht

a team of mules, a wa .on and saddle horses. For the horses and mules

they bought 300 pounds of oats at 75 cents a hundred pounds; and for

themse ves they bought groeerles and 500 pounds of flour at '02.50 a hun­
of its

dred at the 0 tory Flour mill in Bozeman, the first/kind n the state.

29. Mrs. J. K. Castner. Great Falls Yesterday, p. 74. Research,
Toomer, Nov. 1941.
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Tney followed the Beaverhead, then the Jefferson for several miles

and turned off to the east. They went on northeast hrou ~.~. Judi th Gap.

One night they ca·ped on the Ross Fork of the Judith. In the mornin,

they sa'w tne1r first bUffalo, a lean~scabby old bUll, probably one of

a thlindering herd of 10,000 lef·t beh.ind because of his wea.kened con~

di tion. The mules became frightened, but Stoutenber". follOwed the

bUll, shooting at it ith his V
T1nchester. The ani al soon dropped',;

but toutenber .. , shoutin~. wi th glee, pumped more bullets into it.

The three boys deoided the bull was' too lean for good eatin but

t110U~ht the tonibue misht be pa.latable if properly cooked. At every

stop on he ··.. tr~p Barney, the cook f,or the Qutfit, stewed the tongue

until they '~ere ready to start on ae;;.a. in.

Beaver.creek, ~so named because of the abundance of beaver, abound-

,ed with the animals, and they killed ene. Havins heard that beaver

tail soup was delectable, Hamilton .suggested that they kill one.

toutenberg, very proud of his previous kl1~, said, tBut where is the

buffalo tongue? We haven't had that yet."

Barney replied, "Well, the damn thing petrified with so much

cookinS that I threw it .It.:,ay_

They later traded two sacks of flour for two buffalo robes, and

could easily have ex.change<f all of their' flour for ro' ea.

In 1885 Hamil'ton bought a 11erd of gra.de shorthorn two-year-old

heifers .sr:1ipped from Missouri to Billings, and trailed them overland

to h~s ranch. These were the first milk cows in the Judith basin.

From this herd for which he paid $22 a head he .provided ranchers with
milk cows at ': 50 a head. 30.

30. Le slie H. Hamilton, Greai Falls. Intervie s 1939-19'40-1941. Great
Falls Yesterday, pp. 23-24-25. Researeh, Toomer, ov. 1941.
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1880:
----- Lou Stoeking Stewart of Great Falls came back from her schooling

in St. Louis on May 27, 1880. She came up on the Red Cloud to Fort

Benton where her parents lived. Mrs. Stewart says:

UTi'/e traveled eontinuously for 77 days. The RedCIQud was one of

the I. G. Baker line, one of the largest on t; e ri ver and one of the

most -palatial. It was a stern-wheeler, measuring 225 feet in length

with a 34-foot beam. It was heavily loaded 'with freigrl't and there were

more than 200 passengers aboard, most of them bound for Fort Denton.

The boat drew 4,-1/2 feet of water' and was hard to manaaie in the narrows 4

There were pigs, 9hickens, horses, cattle, mules, ducks, turkeys, and

even a big t'iewfoundland, doS, be sid.es the usual fo·odstuffs a'b$ard.

Capt. ~1cGarry was in command and he and his staff were k,irld to al'l.

nThe fare for the des:,rable upper d.eGk cabins was considerably

more than for the most modest cabins on the lower deck. The three

meals a day were \~ell cooked and served re,gularly; -they consisted of

salt perk, bacon, beans, and all kinds of dr£;edfrui ts, which were -a

luxury. Several meals were served with antelope, deer or buffalo-as

the maln dish••.••.•

U In l§U oe gan the interchanGe of e ommer ee bet'wee nFort Berlton and

Fort Macleod :and Calgary and nor-thwarad across the 'Canadian line. IPort

Benton at this time was ca.lled ~1'The Chicago of the Plains; 11 throu~b. its

door came" humani t,y from tl'le east, west a:,nd, north. Gold hunters, specu....

latora, traders, big game hunters, de spera.does, fugitives from justice,

goo,d and bad Indians, good and "bad whit,e men and \':Vomen. 'I1here was not

a 'law of God or man; might made right. Physicians bad to batch on the

prairie and make sourdough bread; lawyers had to know how to cinch a,

hor sa, cut cordwood and pack water; the banker would l:1a ve had bu-t Ii ttle
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place for his doctrine of finance unless he co ld hobble a horse and

kill a buffalo for meat in camp.

Up ntil 1875 there was no social life except for a few ·squaw
~.

dances,' in w ich the whit,e man tau,.ht the Indian irIs how to dance

the -hite mants way.

At one tl.me Ira Griffin and Celone 1 Leaming got a bi g sheep

wagon to take a party of us young people up on the S'honkln on a fish-

ing trip. When I went out to crawl into the wa~on I was dressed in a

f lovvered mulle'" and alar '"e pict ur e "at; I

to fish in~

d taken an old silk dress

(

UThere was a big cabin in a nice picnic ground spot on the Teton

T·hia same crowd of young people used to !be up there for lunches and
31.

dancing and a general good time."

1880:
--Charle s \'. Black, ~1alter t s father, bra ht his family from He lena

to Belt creek in April, 1880•.....•.

On,e day, in 1886, word came to the Blacks tha a bl., dance was

to be given at Ne\aJton Shepherd t s, on. Highwood creek, .12 miles away.

The word was carried one to another, and it was in this way that they

were able to get people togetler.

Early in the afte~noon ~~alter put on is be 8 t clothes and made

ready to go on horse"ba@k. The c lauds were hangin~, low and even then

the v/lnd was coming up. It looked like an early storm •., 'ji'al ter ar­

rived at Sbepherd 1 s before dark and soon many others from far and

near had also arrived. Their bost and hostess were glad to have them

come at any hour.

31. Lou (etockin~) tewart, Great Falls.
Great Falls Yesterday, pp. 205-20~.

Interviews 1938-1939, EET.
Research, Toomer,Nov. 1941.
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Mrs. hepherd was a full-blood Indian and Mr. hepherd was a

white man;. both were respected by all who knew them.

They had a large log house that lvirs. hepherd kept 'immaculately

clean, and she was a very good cook. hearty meal was served at

(

(

midnight, when we anced there, C011sistin" of cold meats, cold chick-

en, ,cakes, cookies, pickles,: homemade bread and butter, and coffee.>

Everybody danced or played cards until mornins. Mr. ~ood and his

dau .. hter, Mag ie, furnished tne music wi th fiddle and or gan•. It as

gay music and the revelers danced the hoe-downs and schottisches with

real enjoyment. The room was large enough to allow eight couples .to

danc'e at Oi e time.

The snow came faster and faster" thicker and thicker, but t'obody

wor'ried about the roads, or O'W they would get home. They just

danced the hours away to lively music. By mornin. the storm had
32.

almost subsided, and a.fter break,fast they started home.

1880:

·rs. Laura Ferguson and her mother, Frances Fer~uson, (Laura

married a Fer~uson. Toomer) came to Fort Maginnis .in the early eiSh...

ties. 'They next went to the minin,., towri of Maiden, r'ented a cabin

and went lntothe ice Qream parlor business. They mad.. e t Je ir own

ice cream; they went into the mountains and p~cked w·ild strav berries

and raspberries, and Oregon grapes, t~ serve with it•.

32. {alter E. Black, Great Falls. ~nterview, 193~~ Great Falls Yes­
terday, pp. 283-285. Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941.
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Once they were invited to an Indian'weddin~. This was celebrated

by much feasting and dancinib. The dance ant on for days and days,

or until everyone wa,g completely exhausted. hen the feastin be~an

(

Laura 'noticed the roast on the table and on inq iry \i2S told it was

stuffed prairie dog. This wa s more than sne co uld II stomach1 and she
33.

did not stay for the feasting.

1880LFe!?ruarr--±21.
The article is headed ·'My Partner;' and is signed ,. S. M. '.

~ ~ -
He \rites of his experiences as a tlsquaw mant and later when he

married the squaw, how he tried to educate her to a few of CQvili­

zationfs ways. A part of his story follows:

(A,pparently he tra,ded his pony for his ,squaw some time in the sixties)

t"Her 'ways were very' a'boriginal, but I expected that in tne course
\,

of time they would give way to the u8uages of civilization, and that

she would learn to wash her face regularly and keep her hands from

interfering with the victuals in preparation in the camp kettle or

frying pan. She stuck to me fal thfully for several year s.
80

u ••••••• However, .1 have become/used to her \J/ays that I don 't

mind her shortcomings very muc any more, and I can relish a meal

even if the food ha s been prepared and di shed up in utensi 1,s which

are usually washed by t 1 1e dogs or cats. hite strangers hardly ever

visit us, and we never invite an.y of them to our fireside.

33. Mrs. Laura Ferguson (colored) Great Falls. Interview, 1939.
Great Falls Yesterday, p. 351. Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941.
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"My ~ 0 boys left me aoout six months ago to join a party or
Indians on a horse stealin~ expedition ai~"ainst the 10 x. I ba ve not

34.
11eard from them since but suppose they are all right. tI

1881:
fter leaving Germany, Frederick P. Auerbach came to ! isconsin.

He did not like the place and, decid,ed to go farther wes,t. Joinin" a
\

party of 25 yo ng men and boys, includin Bocook, they left on arch 19
1

1881 for Livingston, Montana. Each one pa.id 111 s pro rata share, v/hich

included their meals enroute. They traveled in a covered wagon, \vi th

a trailer attached, drawn by 18 oxen. 7 In t~ e trailer was t eir t;,ood

supply. Often when the weather was adverse they were unable to eat

out in the open, and he cook prepared the meal in the trailer. The

men, then formed a line, mar'ched past the tra· ler, or mess wagon, to

get their hand-out. Then they scrambled for a place of snelter in

which to eat their food.

The food consisted of canned goods, mostly. For breakfast they

had oatmeal or hominy, hot biscuits arld coffee. For their midday

meal they had cold biscuits with cold boiled salt pork or canned beans,

and coffee. Their evening meal was a stew of some kind, canned

tomatoes, hot biscuits, fried salt pork and coffee.

would get dried apple sauce or prunes.

ome times they

They paid but little attention to what they a.te, if they got

enough to satisfy their hunger, as they were so fascinated with the

country and its scenery tba.t they forgot all about eating. Tiley would

SLart traveling early in the morning aru continue until they found

good drinking water. ome times it 'v/Quld be aro nd three o'clock in}

34. The Valerian'j pri13, 1941, Vol. XXXI, No. 20, repr·nted from
the Benton j'eekly Record, p blished at Fort Benton on Fenruary 13,
1880~ Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941.
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the afternoon before t, 8 was fouqd and, in the meantime, if any of

them ~ot hungry they would jump off, r n aro'nd to the trailer, get a

sandwich and climb on again to eat it.~ fter tne evenin5 meal, they

lost no time in finding a place to bunk. Travelin in the open made
35.

them sleepy and the bedrolls came out in a hurry •.

I In 1881 Frank Bain bought Bill '~~'oods' sheep and moved tnem from

the HighTToods to his ra,nch near Geyser'. Bain hired t 0 other men and

me to p' t up hay and to herd these sheep. The food supplies ran low.

1
1 e told Bain we must. have m,ore ight away. He returned ,in a couple o,r

days with a little box of groceries, hardly enough for t 0 or three

days. ~ ~ Then we complained he said he wo uld bring plenty to last us

t'hrou h. 'e did not see him again for over tVIO eeks. In the mean-

time we had to kill sheep for mutto~ which, with pancakes, was all

the food Vole had. At the end of that time Bain came -!.i thQut any

~gQQlies~ \e told him to go to town for three other herders for we

were quitting right then~

fIn 1886-1881 I was carrying tnemail from Cora Creek to Barker,

a distance of about forty miles. I covered that route for about

eight Jrears on horseback. In the winter of 1886-1887 there were 22

people in Barker. Two of these, John Lilly -and Jimmy Hudson, had

their wives and four children each, living with them in 018 ca in.

Barker was snowed in and everyone was out of meat, so I got a beef

from Mike Larkin a t Kibbey and cut i t in small pie ce s to carry in the

mail sack to the people here.

35. Frederick P uerbach, Great Falls. Inte~vie, 1939. Great Falls
Yesterday, ~p. 65. Research, Toomer •.
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'One day/I as too tired to carry the usual supply of meat on

to Barker I left it at Ellis's, who was married to a squaw and ad

four children. When I returned Ellis told me the meat was all gone.

His wife and children had eaten it and were very sick. v'hen I went

in to see them the squaw was dead. e co Idn't bury her in the

(

the steamer, Helena, in May 1881. He tells is story by a number of

letters written at tha.t time to his sister, I1nie, in New York.

The first letter was written from the cabin, as ere the following

ones, with regard to hills trip from Fort Benton, after landing, to

1 is brothers' (Arthur ~nd Edward, also leading sheepmen) ranch on

,urprise creek.

G. Calvin Bower came from Fort Benton with a young sheepnan by

the name of Camel (correct). They dreve in a lumber wason drawn by

two ponies; the wagon loaded wi th provisions. ,. At six p. m. of th84­

first day they stopped at a rancher's house on Highwood creek; his

name was oods. Calvin says:

tlOf course his house was O.r logs. Everything hacl a l~omelike

appearance. It had three 8m'all rooms and. as occ·ip.ied by Mr. oods

and his three sons. The wife of one of the sons had a nice s pper

for us. The bill of fare consisted of brook trout, fried bacon,

boiled potatoes, stewed apples, hot biscuit, coffee and tea. . e 11, ~

the way we went after that supper must have rather astonished even
36. Joseph ~. Rioux, Great Falls. Interviews, 1939-1940. Great Falls

Yesterday, pp. 210-~11.- Research, Too ar, Nov. 1941.
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the crea offee?

good ,Len co ks ~l_ on h p ne s It is et.., 0 Inder t Jnd 00

why thJ Vv J tern 0 -ti e s eaks 0 he fa h ed 0 r .1 he
3'7

han of a 0 he u ed t bs.. kJ BJ e-s t ·ode n y u •

_882._.
(\{ at! on to,,1I8 .rga,re t h, er n " e e Vl h he

( p~~ rent in 882. J..M. V" a 11-..rd vi rite .lInd. f118. as hg, d to

if 8. t he .
":'1 emb -on of oa cost '(2 8Jnd the SEt .. e

prlce W8.S aJk d for '1 oe _ of i ow Once t ey er fo re to

urn art of thei fu ni-ur in order to ep We rm ~ 00(1 pri es

a so so red an .r ( a be Ji . s hat r a tne 0 eggsu

for v· 0 d - dozen

re t nu.. bars 0 Indi ,n t pe s c u ered c he e ge of t

it e C08.. ining 0 n C.' net the In lan e too friend y for

0 .. fo! • The hung a o It the son ho e and ee ad lnto the

vJindo 8 un } rs iva, so becae fright ne 8..n ~tnnoY' d. he

hec ted a arge ket .1e of r and de a ig ba. of oughnut

e vhen d to he n ians g, e t e tie rlou.ghnutv ,nd t

37. 0 des ghte
e 0 k

e -3 7 e r h
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had at en r
:Le ( ke on

0_ t e no
to r turn l.n

fa ~n te he il nt her hu b nd o~ p_ a· ned au the

pe r 1. "nee n .n in roun he ho _ e

e :Ld T. 0 th f d he. t y ~~ n va e -,v

'f i
I ~tt he plC ad 00 'Ie ed i .j en

In a one of 0 an 1 ·he l1clif.l s af' t t e J r

. ao the ext do.

i t!as at t e cton hell e w ce h_. ing up

tacking to be f ad \1 it 11 ru · t nd ke .nd n·t noon the ~.

~h r were no etore a t hi h g fts

e bOt ght

he ltt e v·, .ge of 'een round pte c

tree

a

do nkneelr s e00 s rocte t bto its de~ h.
(

hoopJ.ng _lInd flring their ns in the r to Ettt ~ac tent ion

thi tl e there en ..Ie tend d Y I-h. . In he r

be ~ th he won en war bust1es under their t·ght-laiste

d ev as whic bas te u fe s. eeves nd f. oor-. ength u __ -g th red

k r s n e ne th ere t i 0 ~ s e - ri ~ ad

1 0 gir dar refuse to de nee w th c co oy hether she nev

h' ~ O..L not. co i ared J g ... J in l1. .11 J~S Vier 0 te

e d at w nn s og ho se on their n h on o-t r c e k .bout

.2 1 es -ro. Be 00 TV 0 I ay d

e e 8.n hi te \ Jgg e o 8.ye the organ.

~hen idn1gh e they er e a, oln.if11, sun e of ,0'

ea hi k p pic e of e

In the w· 11. e rtl eo e vent to in open s e*gh
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( e t· ~d his rJ. nd 0 the r 1 b1e e e e, r he f r h a
38

novn a J CiI

hen of e bra ht hi .·n di£tn wife hOle they

r va ed a c_.r 8., Bi ,. ngs by r l_~ n fini had tri by ~ge

oOJch t e f1.r, t s .t on au '-1 .,. ngs th e e ~e ve

ec", of ha t ok t ~J on nd k offee w 1 Ow 5 ents

he e and st LJ on . <:,v ni hey w e' erv de i QUS

chi. en dinne bl t o. of~ the passenger a.utior e d. the

OT to te e of he 18 s i _' h .... J _ e on t~1e tab e d y f ar

d .. ,l fo we k •

.r G. h aun " 1 r VI hOLe to e tvv -roo _.og _.b1.n

38 G t rv"e
p esea.
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he f 1 00r was of vlde rough pine board

for c bE s th.e e va.s OJ hotem "0, as ~1 re us

ancl . unlr 1li
'
i th

foo suP'. es "on

lp bOo"rd

r wick constl ute the furnishings

ted of ~l ase of 'cg1 e br no .. i k a sa of

f.,.o lr S Jck of ug r coffe nd a ro' _, a spi e aeon. (In

y intervievJ ~ i h Trdi. th Ro . fe ] .. rvtle _~"_ f.lske d her ~bout his s i e

aeon )he sai _ t Wf:J~ no unu u.~, tlTl ng to fin '. s iced on in

the eighties It waC! pl1 d.own in spi Jas the time of Pln ep ring"

so the t it wou d keep onge y was very e··,sing 1n

t ste e peci ' to th 'e wh 0 ked high _9 seasoned food Toor:ler).

noise irl - 1.8 creek.h ry

the ho e Upon in v'e;:t tig.~ · on s 116 fo und ito' ~ l.1sed by iJ~hite

fish jumplng 0 er the rip les on their w y ups l~ a(

Vier" bOlmd f·or tl1eirs~.a ninO' bed so VII here 'bove

No doubt they

She hur ie

to th house fo a pitchfork and tub. rnhe reSD.. ts of fier unique

Via 0 f f ishl ng VVc.S a tu fu of white-fish S i ,e of ~~' i ch \l eighed

four a,nd five pounds, 'he w ited_ for 11 r husband s retu'n to earn

hether or not they were good to e t

a~ ne fo her firs t Jj'ou rth of J11 ~Y <1 nne ~ t e. I

In .885 hen their flrs' chi_ d I"a _,ess the. 8, y a,r' a one

dB". '; 1"6 rah was U Y Et,king re d hen ago of IndiaJnB came
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On th.i lornin 0 - Ju fau

G t ia s fOl the e e of t e ~~and opening of th Park
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n 7 a· v ry s----- c
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.. 0 f the oa d to r
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on o an

U11 i:re va brough this ide

n "'10 s o

W J nu e d · n t:" pes t r .s7 .n t r i ~ e ., J i e

ana othe r n ces r pi as of fum t re , boug t in Fort ·'enton

39. ('''rs Gr ham 8" uried on the
aome ). .nte rv· ew .938-
'78- 9-80 .ese r "oom r
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h.e ' 0 .t the a· sen rs iVore ake th In" ·a en y

thO re to vai t for noth~ r oa l' hl. e there t ey-s he ere-

non "es of ~hree oung I di n be" g # de w L'" 1.0 S 0 th t lb

Durlng th 'tho g n one ndJ. n fc · nt he on

t _e thre v~111.ch stood the ordea of this d c~,nce of t.ortur .. w \,.,1 then

reo

va d.need roun~ him to the mus·c of tom- JO S
(

~S th' n ald

ro e 'Jnd the

_f .. 0 s.in ~n over utifu

tel~ that refresh~ ents we.e erv d- og 01 ser ed fro arre ..

,ar-tanding flee rby whi .. e 1m11 s were ". __ BJ ad 8.ro11nd th, hie f s ro e

or de 0 r ' t .. 0 n on · ued for ever~-I_ d s

~Jhen the Big Horn ~tru k 'In b 'IT n s n t Pop ar 2..oi·

boat a ria the _as=-.. eng s fo c~fety t . t e ~r ig t brok

U .. e ' trun .,·s ~l,nd boxe ont~tining woo1.en ·b. 8.nkets a,n b

o OJ.. the 01 nd ~ Oc o n t~ a , .. ong the f e iE'h t

q i Y ,hi e bought · n :on ta, e h d '{Ii th her

t 0 ott_ es 0-.: 1. e 1 per ed b ndy a i it to her usb nd fro her

re' ti ves he s8.id to the _Jate If you wi" get 1_Y axe I vi ,
give you t ese a ing u the vlO ott s e got ner gov

40. nd ;irs m -1 a Gre t ~1a , s Inte rvievv
e t e erda 1) 67 4" e eSJrch Too' sr
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li th011 t de ay

fter re ,hing 0

stc ge st .J;tl on . t t umm1

re k in /~ y 011 the r ] ,yto . ·r. Yu e s

the first ea W1.1u se rve d to t ~e by ~l

Cl "~n n ith but one ~ e a.. nd he flBS suoh J pecu1 i peci en 0

Ju ... e if'lc... un.b e to eat er reakf st OJ' ,n other

t'lec" durJ.ng tIl. ir stcY tXle re

/lhen they re~lched thei nevY'llo ...e t ummit station 12 mi1 .S

frOl Barker sllga,r nd f10l1r vgere e1 j .. J.ng at ,0 a hunctr d and

potatoes were ringing the arne
4~_a

a

i C N H I the y ou d, be boughtat

u a met his f rJi~_y in ~~ort Benvon He her: ' eft the ste"ge

station stock tender
(

of the at i on ~1,1 tz hf1d dinn" h). rea dy for tIle fa .. 1. y

in hf.trge

end WE.. S

drs sed for the oas ion in an 01. d brO~tdc' 0 h _ ~lhamme 00 t

., bi led' s11irt ·,nel avera' S Rtu __ fed into rough cow ,ide oots lIe

oarved the di .nner i C' ty _.e A' ex Jr. re c .. s an ex!? ession he used

vvi th gre effeot rubbing his

uVi - -- you h·~ve b)3., ck tea ~reen tea

take coffee that s a, 1 vve h ,ve tOd_ y

s .yin rtlp·d'~Y:

or chooo ..JJ.ratee ? Bette r

ode of if+e ftt the s'ts.. ion was a tria_. to ]frrs

(

u_e. The house W-S."J doub1e log ce.. bin ~litr~ ,'dirt oof wtlie

J es/ked. The ough ta, k and vl/ays of the freighter we re fo re ign to

4 a. .dJ. i z (Yl1~_e) . c' OVlan Grec: t 8., l.ut ervl ew 1.939 Grea t
G S esterday p 33 Research, Too er 10v 94_
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were stowed arav fo th ,night Fow room enoug WhS found for

the in tha. 1,it e abin it is hard to say bu th ,t is the Vi

it was done i~ the ear_J d y

to spend the ni ht

no matter low L n ea e to eat 0

ex Jr reca _s that CO~.. roa,aV\Tater one of J~on an 8 noted

CBJp ta.' i ts wore a b_ aok broe.dolo: h co" t an vest n- s

e had a huge goJd ch ,in f stened to a buckskir string. That is

ho'lv the y used to dress

~he garden near he u.e house ha vJonderf la. k . 08"m S oi

nd p~oduced fine fruit and vegetab1 es it ater for i ig .t ion wa,s

After the r~.. i road was bu~. ,

(
the Gre8,t I~orthe_n. shortJ_1.ne to llelhaxt rain} cad s of pe apIe fr'om

4~b

.884.
-- One d~ty when -;:i' a i~v'""';.ns' mother was 1- aking bre ~ n1an evi dent:

y inst?tne \lTa_ ked into the }lollse ftl1d. ounce that he w s fh ngered

'~' i th th" t he sa t dovvn nd re. ea,t d thB, t he vIa,s "h11nge re I,_rs

V0~n ¥les terri" ,y frig"'htened for she B,nd tb.e b-bv were a one he

to 1 cl hi-I t bat she 11 d no br ea d, tha t she vvrtS ju.s taking s orne.

l.'he stove started 0 s~ok an fi"ed th../ room untl' it ')8 arne

until the smoke .e~red away bu~ th In sti_. sat tl eJ~e

: ex ,nder u e Jr
';','.'.8 i.e terd~ay

Great: FD.·
369-3~

s nterview 939. Grea
,Research Toomel'" l~ov . 94
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SO_. it In t 0 e d s r b str ~ h -' . cad i 0 re-
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pe uission to nter the 0 ,cons t any t e the we
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o en th·s t

t .on is d 0 m s
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In 1890 Claus: tuefen and his wife, ary, wi.th their three

c 11 ren came to Great Falls. They et p a ten~ on e river ban

where they lived for a hile. Much of the winter supply of food was

prepar d by Anna's mother; she dried and 'alted meat and put up

veg tables from her garden. me ade salt risin~ bread, a favorite

in the early days. (Do you ant Mrs. Durrants reelpe?~ Too er.)

Luxuries were scarce in t.os days, and one of their best friends

~was tand by the Flaill Kelly sho used to brin the children ~ifts

62. "
of fr~1t and candy.

1891:

Phen John Goldie and his br1de came from cotland in 1891 t' eir

( ticket read "Montana." They ea to Billin s by train and from t' ere

to Ubet by stare, wh~re they had breakfast ita Mrs. Barra s; they

ate supper at Philbrook where theyta.sted their first sourdou '.~»,

bread and did not particularly relish it.

Horses were ahanged t tanford and they had oreakfast at the

Utica stage station the following mornln .' The food at the rancher's

cabin wa so badly burned they couldntt tell just exactly what it

w·as, .but the e'hlekens te it. Chickens were on the table, the ctlairs l

63.
and had ccnrplete possession of t Ie pla~e.

62.

63.

Mrs. nna (tuefen) urran, Great Falls. Interview, 1938. Great
Falls Yesterday, .p. 337. esearch, Toomer, ov•.. 1941.
John Goldie, Great Falls. Interview, 1938. Great Falls Yes~

terday, p. 59. Research, Too 'er, ., QV. 1941.
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In 1893 Rev. J A. Martin as sent to the Bozeman Meth)(11 st oi,r-

Q it•. At that ti:'e there were many infidels in the sta e. and the

ourdou h elub of Bozeman was ma.de u'P entirely of infidels •.

In 1896" Mr. and Mr s. Ma.rt ....n took a 'ten-day trip wi th bu:~ :;.,~ and

horses. In the bug'bY they carried their suitca.ses, their own food,:
64.

horse feed, tent, and camp stove.~

In 1894 while 1 illia'·, Kirchen was workin at the smelter, he made

the last trip up the river, above the falls, by stea boat. The distance

by water was 87 miles. This was during the •• U. strike. ~"'b..en they

arrived at Cascarie half of the pee,pIe from the little town were an the

bridge to meet the,· as t ey thought it earried a load of beer •.

Later, ~Mr. and Mrs. Kirchen went to Glacier park to live. Mr.

Kirehen set up macllinery for the Butte" Oil company for the sa1J mill.

'~e. Kirenen TlAlas t':1sfirst -r1i te woman to Gome to thiS part of the coun..

try. uhe cooked for a eew of 12 men. They were located near Kintla

lake. This la.ke 'was well-stocked with fish. One day when the men were

not worklns, one man fished while two men cleaned the f~sh, and Mrs.

Kirchen cooked the --all the fish that 16 men could eat. A~ this ti,e
65.

Mrs. Kirchen ~aught one that weighed 12 pounds.

64. Rev. J. A. Martin, Great Falls•. Interviews, 1939-1940-1941, troomer.
Great Falls Yesterday, p. 73. Researeh, Toomer, .l av. 1941.

65. 'Wm. and Mary Kirchen, Great Falls. Interview,' 939.· Grea-c Falls
Ye sterday, p. 42. Re sear ch, TOtDmer, ov. 1941.
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'I met 'Hank .. (,~ • ,R. ). Monroe at a country dance a.t, oldier creek•.

It wa.s held in" he schoolhouse on the main road to 'del; the music

was furnished by Jamison, an old fiddler. There \ as n ancient or~~an

in the sahool house and the :1rls o co uld play would some time s he Ip

out r.ar awhlle. oi,ebody else had a ,uitar and this was used to fill

in and keep t. inis lively. . e aanced all n1 .. ht, stoppin~:- only at mid..

ni~ht wh&n a sumptuous. supper was served. Each one brought alar e

basket of food' which a spread on a table; coffee was made on the

s'ohool house stove.

tI wore a pink silk dress with puffed sleeves, and the dress trim-

ming 'as ide fragile blaok 811k la ce. The girls then wor e the ir nair

( dressed high!. and elab€>raGely,;out there wasn't a bit of rouse, pGwder

or lipstick at the ·dance. Our skin was nat ..;rally pink and w i te and

we tried to keep it S0 as it was Gonsldered unladylike to be tanned the

'least bit.

'One Ok my favorite old-time ree~pes is that for sourdough pan-

eakes. I mixed a thin batter af flour, water or milk, a little salt,

and bacon grease or other short nin.,. I let this mixture set over

night to get sour; next morning I added one teaspoon of soda and let

the batter get quite sour. Out of this I took a cupf-l for the next

batel1.. It was much improved tpy usin",; cream for shortenin ";a Just befor
66.

frying the pancakes I added one eg~, a little su~r and makina powder.

6 • Martha (Billups) ~onroe. (Mrs. ,·i·. H. l'4onroe. ee pp. 31-32 t is
ma·terial.) Interviews, 1939-1940, Toomer. Breat Falls Yesterday,
pp. 163-165. Researcn, troo·;er, Nov. 1941.
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In 1895 the Neihart family took an interestin":~ summer vacation

trip throu ,h Yellowstone p rk, wnich was quite different from the

trips made ·today.~ -There ,were ei·>ht of the eihart ,fam.ily and their

c~osest friends, besides some others, ho took the trip with the

party.

Mr. and Mrs. Neihart drove a s rry drawn y the finest team of

horses he could buy, and the others rode on horseback. The cook

followed in a cove~ed wagon ith provisions and the camp outfit. The
67.

trip required six weeks.

1900:

In 1900 Mr. and Mrs. RUdolph Lan e (pronounced Lan:Jey-bard G)

( started their famous eating plaee near Sun River town, known as

Lanse t s Corner. They served th,e ptlblic wit 01 eken dinners and r.

Lange entertained the g eats with his mouth h np and s$n-in~--a fore­

runner of tOday's floor show.

The Lan ,;e s operated their chicken dinner place for 28 year sand

then moved to Great Falls, where Mr. Lange for many years played the

role of Santa Cla-us for the mer chants•.

He as short and tout w~th lon6 grey whiskers and lon r snow~

"

white hair--the perfect image of old aint Nicholas.,. He used to take

toys to the children in t· e hospitals and helped the sick yo.~n ...-sters

have- a merrier Christmas. Mrs. Lan ~ e was known to all as Mrs. anta
68.

Claus.

67. James L. Ne"ihart, founder of Neihart. Great Falls Yesterday,
pp. 294-297. Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941.

68. Ru.d.oa.ph Lange of Lange's C'orner, aYld later of Great Falls. reat
Falls Yesterday, pp. 213-214. Researoh, Toomer, ov. 1941.
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t Gil whist party ~lven by r. and lJ·rs. Charles H. Green in Fort

Benton, Gus en'leur carried home a lar7e nut· eg ()'rater a.s atrophy of
69.

his skill at wnist •.

1921:

Five hundred cars, or about 20,000 tons, of ice have been snipped

from Minnesota to the Havre and Butte divisions of the Great "T'orthern
70.

this 'winter, to make up for the lack of i~e due to the mild winter.

One of the famou s social event s of~ the Flint creek valley area,

the annual fish f~y which in days ~one by has attracted as many as
(1928)

1,500 diners, is about to be revived after a suspensl0n of 12 years,/

ilt was stated by H. A. Murphy' of PhilipsburS, ~ a prominent member of the

Flint Creek Valley pertsmen's club.

uTl1e fry," Murphy said, "will be,·eld on July 11 at Gillis'.s brldse
....

on Lower Rock creek, about 14 miles west of Philipsbur". Servin .. will

start at five p. m. A":ifish fry consists of bacon, mountain trout, fried

potatoes, pickles, cabbage salad, ice cream and cookies. There is usu~

ally an orchestra on hand to provide dance musie, and after t e banquet

everybody is expected to join in the whirl."

The size of the erowd that is anticipated is indicated by the fact

that a staff 0 f1 hermen, 50 in number, recent ly started fishiIli the

1daters of east fork, middle fork, and Ross' fork of Rock creek, to ao--

cumulate' an adequate supply of fish. These fi h, almost as soon as

69. River Press, Fort Benton, February 19, 1900. Febnuary 19, 1941, Vol
. LXI, No. 18. Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941.

70. River Press, Fort Benton, ~February 26, 1921. February 26, 1941, Vol
LXI, ;No. 19. Report of the General upt. of the Great ~orthern at
Great Falls, "t,l. R. mith. Resear~h, Toomer, Nov. 1941.
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caught, are clapped into the freezin plant at Kelly's market at all.

This is an instant-freez1n plant, a method of preservation that is

widely practioed and which has the endorsement of the federal >'overn-

~.ent. It is not only safe but it also preserves the flavor of fish,

flesh, fowl, fruit or vess'table that .is .frozen instan ly.

lfBring cup, knife, fork and sppon, t~ Murphy said. fI, ,e expe~t to

(

....
have the happiest, Jolliest erowd of Montanans that ever assembled

out of doors at our fish fry. It is an i:r1teresting eight to wateh the

cooke as they ma.neuver the ir pans of fi sh across the lengthy cookin5:,

range. The fish tart at the warm spot •.. -, hen they reach the hot

spot they are done. ~ It take s jUdgment and ski~. Every' fisherman

knows that the flavor of Rock creek fish in unequalled in the mO.n­
71.

tains of tIle west. t

U ••••••• Unless some authentic record has been kept of these in-
",

divlduals (Nerthwest pioneers born in the sixties) o.nd their activi-

ties, coming generations will know less of their having lived than

thaI1 they will of the uncountable herds of buffalo whose lives were

~ pent on thi s same terrain,', but whose skull s were more endIir'J..n,.• They

will have joined the great majority \tho have gone 'to that bourn from

which no (cowboy) returnee It 1s a 1Consumma t1o'n devoutly to be

Wished' that,)all tnere, we will a~in hear the welcome cry of the

71. Great Falls ewe, July 5, 1940, Vol•. 9, No. 27. "Old Fish Fry
Fete Revived--Famous'Flint'Creek Valley Social Event to be Held
after Twelve year Interval. u (in 1928) by H. A. urpay of Philips
burg, .prominent membe r of 'Flint Cree k Va lley per tamen t s club•.
Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941.
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roundup cook at 3:30 a. m;--'Ro-o-oll out, I 'Grub pile, t Come In

geti t, '--that we will agai n saddle and mount our kno\'vlng steeds
72.

and_ go together on circle.'

'The horse and mule live thirty years

And nothing know of wines or beers.

The goat and sheep at twenty die

And never tasted Scotch or . ye.

The cow drinks water by the ton

An at eighteen is mostly done.

The dog at fifteen cashe sin:

~¥ i thout a.ny aid from rum or j,in.

The cat- in milk' and_ water s0aks

And then in twelve s~ art years it croaks.

The modest, sober, bone-dry hen

Lays eggs for no-s, then dies at ten.

All animals are strictly dry

They sinless live and swiftly die.

But sinful, ginful, rum-soaked men,

Survive for three saore years and ten.

72,

73.

And some of us, the ml~hty few,
73.

Stay pickled 1 till we t re ninety-two.

From an autobiogra.phical sketch by I:. L. Da.·na, prominet 'stock­
man of Adel, entitled tiThe pirit of the Un'conquerable 1;~"e8t,'"
written at the request.of John Clay & company of Caioarye, for
tlLive i tock .l. arkets ••,. Intc;rview 1939. Grea" Falls Ye sterday,
pp. 187-188. Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941.
Great Falls TeWS, January 31, 1941, Vol. la, No.4.
.Research, T·oomer, rTov. 1941.
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Charler.s. Bauer, of Great Falls, says the fore oing poem is uall

wet." Charles is a good friend of Jimmy Angel, of upu.yer, ho has

the attraeti e Ii ttle eating place on t he ri~ht band side of the

highway, ,the las"L bui Id.i ng, going north. The lace where the ca ',·e s of

wild animals amuse those ~ho stop for refreshmen .t Jimmy's.

Jimmy has b~er also, a~d each time a glass is dra n the foam and

overflow is carefully caught in a bucket, iX1stead of letting it ,~o

down through the ,drain as is usually d9ne. One day Chzlrles asked

Jimmy why all this extra work, and Jimmy said:

·Well, C'harles, if you'd stick around until between fli ve 0
1 clock

and six this evening, you would see for yourself. But Si!1Ce yOl.l won't

be here rtlltell you. 'l,'1e 11a've a very fine milk cow and she is a pet

as \f1ell. Late in the evenin~t befo,re our suppe r time, she come s to

the back porch ancl with her fr-ont foot knocks on the ,porch floor until

we answer her. Our answer is ,ti'-lis bucket of beer, and if therle is but

little in the bucket I draw some more, so she will ave a~"ood drink.
\

It lS a dail abit of (.Lers, winter and summer. Bmy, she sure likes

her beer. o far as I can see it has never nLrt her in the least. t1
74.

.....

urn 1886 to 1888 I was riding with the IvT outfit (Day"s outfit).

The on.ly spices Oll!' roundup cook had to do with vlere 'salt, pepper and

cinnamon. 'e had, no beef; just smoked bacon. There was no teat but

plenty of strong black coffee boiled in a big pot over t1e camp fire.

Iron bars were put across the camp fire, very much like the grill of

74. Jimmy Angel, Dupuyer. By Charles Bauer, Great aIls. Intervie,
by Toomer, Nov. 1941.
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today. Breakfast on roundup is very early, and by nine or ten the

cook,. with the help of the eavvy herder, is read.y to mOlle on to the

next camp, where 'the midday meal, supper and camp for that night are

made. The cook's job as any~hing but easy, when you stop to tlink he

had to cook brea.kfast for between 30 a.nd 40 lean, hungry cowboys, t~J.en

wash his dishes and pack up and move on to the next place to have din~

ner ready by noon.

tl The coffee was th'e famou s old brand, ~ AFbuckle s '; . e had plenty of

beans and sourdough biscul ts, all cooked in Dutch ovens, on our grill'.

The Dutch ovens had. flat lids with an upstanding rim around tbe'm wnich

kept the hot coals from rolling off the top of the' oven.

u, e ha tin plates, cups, sp90ns, and wooderl nandled kni·ves. All

cooking utensils, 0 tside the Dutch ovens, were of the famous Neidrinb­

hau8 galvanized \va.re. called German ga.lvanized ware.

u-YV'e had no camp stools, or cha.irs, or benches. ~\'e grabbed our

eating tools, marched by the mess pots and took what we wanted; we then

squatted on our heels and ate, or stood up.

Our sweets were ste~ed prunes or dried a.pples, sweetened ith

black, coarse, brown sugar.

"O.ne of our favorite'::messes \,as 'Bitch in the aek. t The cook took

stale bread, raisins, rice and hot water and stirred it all together.

This was then put into a bag, tied shut, and plunged into a pot of boil­

ing water where it cooked unt1l it looked like the damn ba ..,~ wo Id burst.

It was mi'~hty fine eatin .. and \ve were always lad to hear that the cook

lias cook.ing fBi tch in the ack. I
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'f orne times ·we had tlle ood fortune to stay in one camp for two

days. The.n the' C.fiiVVY herder and perhaps a· cowboy du a deep pit

case by the cook wagon. A deep bed of coals was then prepared, while

two other cowboys killed a aritter. The head was severed and put into

the pit on top of th~ deep bed of red hot coals; hot coals were heaped

over and around t·he head and .it was left there all ni~ht.

we, had the cri toter t S head for our dinner •

ext day

. Sounds like itmigh.t be pretty messy, but it was delicious.

The all-nir:rlt coo·king over t'he hot coals caused the skin to crack

open1 the tongue was easily peeled, the brains were thoroughly cooked,

and every morsel of meat on the head was ~. eedily eaten. 'i· ~ were glad

of a change of men.u. ~ _.

"Meanwhile the eritter had been dre saed out,~. cooled, and then

rolled in big canvas and carried in the mess wa'·on; l.t didn't la.st

very long hbwever. It trees were close by, the carcass was suspended

from the limbs, and then wrapped in the canvas a.ain when the outfit
75.

mov-ed on. tf

(Verbatim) :

America consumes more potatoes than i, raises and thousands and

tllousands of bU.she Is' are imported each year. Most of the se are t new 1

potatoes from Cuba, the Bahama Silands, Puert.oRieo and Bermuda. These

potatoes come into our markets in late winter and early sprini. Oddly

enough the se potatoe s apIJear €iuite differ ent from tho se raised in

75. id '/11118, The ~lint, Great Fall s. Interview by Toomer" f' ov.·
1941.
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our northe'rn and central states t yet t my are .... own from the same seed •. I

The siz:e, -c-haracter ang. f)..avor 'vary gr.eatly a eeor.ding to c'limate and

soil; seed potatoes from one aistrict may produce tubers of a very

different sort when .planted in another district.

good examp.le of his are the famous Idaho potatoes" w, ic pos-

sess qualities not found in potatoes fran any other section. Grown

in certain volcani0 ash soils of Idaho and Montana, they frequently

weigh ,'several pounds ea.ch and are especially suited for bakin. Nc
76.

other potatoes in the Norld equal them in this respect.

Mrs. Maxwell says that t Bitch in the Sack1'J is very much like

uPlum Duff" which was made of raisins and boiled in a. sack in the early

days in the hom.es. When young bUl-l~ and lambs were castrated., the

t:trries" wer·e considered one of-' the grea.test of delicacies; as were
77.

the chitterlings.

SEE ~Life on the Ran~e~LJohn~lay. pp. 351-352. Inter-
~. 78.

eating items about stockmen's food.
79.

SEE YellowstoneKell~s book, where he tells of ubuffalo ribs. J

~ 80
SEE'-;'- uAmer1c'a,- Cooks, U pp. 485-504 inclusi ve. Exce llent mater ial.

76. ttFoods merica Gave the '.. -GrId, U by A. Hyatt Verrill. Appendices in col­
laboration witb. Otis ~~l. Barrett, D. Se. L. C. Pa·: .. e & Co., Inc., BostOI1,
Publishers, 1937. Printed by The Colonial Press Inc., Clinton, ~~ass.

pp. 30-31. Only place in this excel ent book where Montana is manti'oned
Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941.

77. Edith olfe Maxwell, Grea. Falls. ~nterview, Toomer, av. 1941.
78. UMy Life on ·the Range j tt by John Clay, 1924. Prival,ely printed .• Ct1ica~o.

-. pp. 351-352. Research, 'Toomer, Nov. 1941.
79. Yellowstone Kelly1 s b00k.
80. "America Cooks,' by the Bro·ns, Cora, Rose and Bob, 1940. Publls ers,

'\j. ". r orton & Co., Inc., 70 Fifth avenue, N. Y. Prin e in theD. _.A.
for the publishers by uinn & Boden company, Inc., Clinton, Mass •.
- ee Chapter on iontana, pp. 485-504. e sear eh, Toome r. ~TOV.. 1941.
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In the middle and eastern staLes very little is known about the

opera~ion of big sheep and cattle ranches. I t~ink, perhaps, more

is known about the outsi~" activities, than the heart of a bi ~

,outfi t--"Lhe cook, in ,her kitchen and d1nin~ room doma- n .•

I can find there is no printed ar ~Qle on the subject.

8 far as

Several yea.rs ago, when first coming to the Treasure ·tate"I had

occasion to live for aw~ i-Ie on one of tne big;"est sheep ranches in

Montana. It was the fir at of Fe·bruary, the snow was more than waist­

deep, and the thermometer' had gone so far down it c_ou Idn 't e t oack

up--56 below on t is ranc •

The Clore bo'yhad thirteen fires to build each morning, which

included the big kitchen ranO'e, the dining room stove, and eleven

others strung around on the ranch. He milked eleven cows, fed 100
and

pigs, t·ook care of 350 young hens,/a flock of turkeys; he cooked a

hot mash for the pi~s, chickens and turkeys ·urin. this extremely

subnorma'l \veather. He made more than sixty pounds of butter each

week, and averaged close to 300 eggs daily. He had a cart wnich was

drawn back and forth from the barn to the milk house, twice a day;

in it were the hU$e milk cans; in the milk house were tne cream

separator, the butter making things, milk trough throu:h hich

ice-cold spring water always flowed. Here he kept the deliaious

ice-cold buttermilk, the hole milk for the table, the skim milk,

and the thick yellow cream.

Immediately after breakfast he took the cook's order for the

day's meals; excepting of course, th~ meat, which was ordered for only

one meal at a ~me, and immediately following each meal the order for

the next wa s taken•.
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the luscious homemade sauerkraut, two 50- ,allen barrels of it. In the

smoke house were the barrels of pickled pi~s t feet, 80 or 90 paunches

of head cheese"and as many pig tails, to be eaten on some cold day Jlth

some of t11€ sauerkraut. Here, too, was kept the tier upon tier of. hon1e-

made lard in great 50-ga'11on crocks, long milk ens, and smaller buc1 ets

to be distributed to the sheepherders carin:',· for the 20,000 sheep•.

I will give you the cook's duties ,for one day dur ng lambing time.

'he arose at four a. m. The fire was ~·oin,.., good in the ki.tchen range. ,.

he put ·the coffee in t'viO hUEb8 pots holding 30 aups each; next she st,ir-

red up the first bowl of hot ca'ke batter--t 0 :allons of it. The l1ext

step was to break 60 or 70 eg~;.s onto two 11 nense granite ,platters; then

two large griddles were put on the stove to heat--each one holdin. 16

pancakes. Then the high platter of bacon was laid in large drippin&

pans, to be slid into a hot oven at the laet minute.

Next she took another two-gallon bowl and made her second batch

of hot cake batter; she used one egg to each man in mixing up her batter,

with plenty of so rcream and melted butter--it wa,,,", no wO(lder s e had to

make four gallons of the stuff.

Then she put the plates of DU0ter, the pitchers of syrup, hich had

been heated in the warming oven of the big range, plates of cookies, 0r

coffee cake (all homemade) glasses of jelly, great bowls of stewed fruit~

and
and packas;e s of eight or ten different kirlds of dry cereal,/aavera'l half-

gallon pi tehers of pure cream on t be two long table s, whict' lad been set

~ith plates, cups, saucers, silver, cereal bowls, a~d sauce dishes, the

ni6ht befmve~' Many time s there would be stacks of plain arld sugare:d

doughnuts and sponse cake insteaa of the cookies and coffee cake.



(

,>E'di th E •. Toomer

- 109 -

Nov.J 1, 1941

Back to theki tchen then, where the OB tmeal was stirred, t e t· .'.

coffee pushed baok, and two immense Dutch ovens set in their place.

Into these went a thin layer of melted butter. NON she started

frying hotcakes" and very care'!'"'ully they were piled into the Dutch

:0·Vens. After one oven was full it was time to rir1," the first break­

. fast bell a.t5:45. Things -oe~an to ,really hum inth.e Ub'ig house·

kitchen then. One grld.dl&t.: wa s removed, to make way for two enormous

iron sk,11lets in which to fry the eggs--1n pure butter. After the

first two skillets of eggs Game out, the bacon was slipped into the

h0t oven, and then things happened so fast it would be' harld to tell

about it. The secr)nd bell peal.ed out into the clear frosty air and

25 men came tumbling pell-mell out of the bunkhouse into thE? bi~

( dining room~ The food which had taken two hour 8 to pr epare and per­

fect 'was eaten in just exa.ctly elevenminutea.

As each one fi:ni shed he brought hie U set-blplt' to the ki tehen,

seraped his plateallc1 emptied his cup into a bucket, then he filed

out, without so much as a'-',Good-morningtit to the cook.

The're would be lunches to put lip for the u\)unc'h-aer'ders lit ahd the.

" . .. Icamp tender s •.

Then a hblrried breakfast for re rself J eaten perhaps as she cl·ear-

ed the dining tabl.tl, or standing at the kitchen table. Then CDrders

to the encre-boy for the day's supplies,~and the meat for the'noon

a
The next t!'ling was to make nine big pies, a da.ily task, and/dif-

ferent kind each clay. Dri~ a.pple, dried }:€ach, dried apricot" prune,

. c~stard, blackberry, chocolate or lemon• h:la.a the se baked, she

. washed the dishes'; she had no help of any sort.
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(

~ter the pies ca e out, t e 3~-pQund_~oast went into the oven.

Some times it was beef, some times pbrk, some" times veal or mutton.

At two killintbs in the colde st weather, 120 or 130 ho .. s ere killed,

which s'u,pplied spareribs, backbone, chops, steaks, ceutlets, and fresh

roasts" for awhi Ie; but soon.' all but the squeal'" was worked up into a.ll

the goodie s. tlla t only a Holla 4. r k'nc>ws how to pr, pare. ", e and hi s

helper wo ld'be busy for more than a montm at each killing, ·workin

up the hOis.• -,

More than 30 sheep were consumed on this ranch each year, and at

least six or· eight beeves and as many veal critters, to saynothin of

\
t11e chickens, turkeys and fi sh, ,eel ught in the streams runn1ns; throu ~h

the place.
went

"t.
1ith the roast for dinner,/great quantities of potatoes; st'r

beans or creamed peas; ~bu~tered carrots; er baked parsnips; candied

sweet potatoes; macaroni and cheese; or macaroni, t,omatoes and oniors;

or creamed onions; or stuffed onions; brown gravy; hot muffins or hot

bisc its, or cornbread; as well as stacks of home-made fli te and whole

wheat bread; :,apple sau.se; s e,.'ed prunes; steamed rice; p~ckles; jelly;~

pie; eoffee, buttermilk and whole milk (t 0 pitchers of each on each

ta-ble) and perhaps a platter of deviled eggs and another platter Gf

cold sliced head cheese, or a 'bo-e,rl of cotta~ cheese.

However much was put on the~table it disappeared like a snowball

in August. Triose Swedes, Norwegians, Hollanders, and Americans, ~ i th a

sprinkling of Seoteh, were hollow to the toes all tile time.

Atter dinner wa s over, the mea ,. order for tl1.e e venin ~ meal was

given, to the c:,10re-boy~ this consisted usually of steaks or erl0ps or
or

fried ham; ,one large stea ._'J twa chops, ; one lar-~e slice of nam per
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person. Potatoes, previously cooked with the jackets on and cooled

(the small ones which co Id not be used other ise) were sliced and

fried, eJ. ther plain or lyonnai se; sometim·e s alar 'e e pa.n of escalloped

potatoes were ,ade for supper; a cabbage salad, or cole slaw with

sour cream dressing; buttered beets; or French toas and honey;

fruit sauce ana. cake or cookies; raisin cream mUffins, or oatmeal

muffins, or Johnny cake, with the usual tall stacks 01 homemade bread;

jelly or jam; and the usual drinks •.

After s· pper was over the rout ~ ne oft clearin'. and \vasbing the

dishes, a'nd the breakfast meat order gi ven; the eggs Draue,-at in in

a huge bOWl; the pancake ingredients set out on the kitchen table, and

twice a weak the sponge for baking ,bread was set, 12 and 15 lar .. e

loaves made at a bakini, w~£h five dozen Parkerhouse rolls at each

aklng. '

Once aweek, dur.ing the a.ook's spare time in the afterliloon, when

she should have been grabbing a little re st, she made froIn":lOO to 150

dou~hnuts; or the same namber of cookies; every o~~er day there were

two cakes to be uwhipped up in a jiffy"; besides mak,in~ a quart or

two of marmalade from the oran.e peels left from the oreakfast, hen

they were served.

On Sa turda,Y a1'ternoon, she crumbled ~~ 01 stale whi·te bread and

cornbread to be used as stuffing in the unday birds. The birds had

to be cleaned and special cakes made -P or the n~nexpected guests~'t

"'"
WL10 were usua ly U just droppin in on thei.r \vay some place u on Sunday,

about 11:45 a. m.
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Hbmema e nood.1El~, or dumplin{bs accompani·ed the stewed chicken,

and gravy, .with an·au· gratin"dish and a bu"ttered ve ·etable and a salad

accompanied: the roaist·,. or .fried c' ieke.n•.

In the' summertime there ere waoon loads of spin ~h, re,n beans,

green peas, lettuce, onions, radishes, beets, new pota't.oes, and carrots

to be washed, shelled and scraped in the evenin; on t e back po.roh,

af.!!~r.-the~~YSJLwork !!as_s!.Q.ne, in· $preparation of next day s meals.

Gallons and. gallons and gallons of fresh strawberries were hulled

after supper; they v'ere served in pies, sllortcakes, or just w th loads

of cream and sugar. Every vunday during the summer a three-~allon

freezer of ice cream (t ro-tLJ.lrds pure cream) was made for dinner and

supper~ . A plain 1cin les8 cake usually accompanied this.

In t'he fall the cook made 25 pounds of frui t cake which was used

at Thank8givin.~, Christmas a.nd New Year's day. It 'was OIle of t11e most

delicious I ever tasted", and was made entirely of dried fruits. Feache s,

apricots, apples, prunes, raisins, fresh apples, homemade oranbe peel,

eggs, spices, canned cherries (dried and rolled in su ar) dry oatmeal,

brown and \"nite sugar, hone'y, and New Orleans molasses.

It is amazing how much can be done towards making a delsatable

frui t cake, when glazed frui ts, orange, lemon and cl tr on pee :',: and nuts

are unobtainable. It was a lowed to age for several weeks before it

went to table where it disappeaned at a bewildering rate.

Once a\veek the cook shaved innumerable bars of soap into a fi ve- ~ .. ~~~-

gallon milk can and let it simmer on the stove for hours. Tnis w&-sh.er

liquid soap dipped out with a cup.

A·t ,Christmas time a tree wa s brought in from the mountains, and

through the holidays it graced the center of the table and added cheer to
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an, otherwise monotonous and uneventful existence. A·~:8uet pudding was

made for holiday use, served wi th hard sauce"; homemade mincemeat for

pies; and home grown pumpkin pies, rich with cream and butter. Rich

coffee cakes, cookies, and butter cakes; gin~erbread piled hi~h ith

wi ipped cream; cheese pmelettes, stuffed pork chops, and other ex'tras

were squeezed into the holiday menu.

There was running sprins \iater fDr househo'd use, and n imme'nse

hot water tank which furnished plenty for general and personal uses.

There were many electric lights allover the place, and everything in

the orld to use in the kitchen and dining room except the most neces­

sary of all--a cook's helper.

They were long, hard dajl"s at all seasons of the year for ·tL at
81.

least appreciated of' all ranch help--the heart of the ouse--the cook.

SEE "Overland' tage_to ~alif.Q.rniatt by Roote for aCCOu11ts of food
82.

served at stage eta t, ions.

SEE UArmy Letter s of an Officer IS " ife, U by l~rs. Rae of Fort Shaw
83.

to see how the officers lived in the early days at the posts.
84.

SE~~ewis and Clark ~ournals for an account of t~eir feasts.

81. Edi th E. Toomer.',
82. "Overland tage to Calif'ornia, I: by Roate.
83. ~tAr.my Letters of an Officer's ",,-"ife,u by Mrs. Rae (lvife of Lieut. Rae
84. ~Lewis and Clark'Journals."
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