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in the early 70s
When James Wille rd Schultz 7anded a2t Fort Benton/it was

& wild and booming town., Xeno Bi1l ran a saloon and gambling
house and charged his pstrons a dollar s drink. He was the
only one who had any ligquor, and his "1ikker" was alceohol
diTuted with water, four parts to one. The town had no bacon,
flour, or sugar, but that didn't matter because there was
plenty of game--buffalo and antelope,.

The Overland hotel was then a good-sized Tog-ecsbin, with
log-walled additions. The now-famous Writer of Indian stories
had, for his first dinner at the Overland, bacon and bheans,
boiled "boss" ribs of buffalo, "yeast powder"™ biscuit, strong
coffee with sugar, stewed dried apples and molasses,.

Schultz atmost at once met a famous trapper snd trader,

g few years older than himself, by the name of Berry. They were
to be friends a7l their Tives. During the evening they attended
a trappers' and trsders' dance, and Jater went to call on an
Indian friend of Berry's--the wife served them hot tea, with

hot biscuits baked in a Dutch oven, broiled buffalo tongue and
stewed bull (or buffalo) berries.

Schultz soon became friends with traders and trappers,
Indians and merchants; he soon learned & great deal about the
bi11 of fare to be found in the tepees and 7o0g cabins of those

dayse And a1l those old-timers, both Indian and white, loved

to ear, drink and smoke,
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Some of the food set before guests in those days incTuded;
(o-saki)

boiled meat of 271 kinds, dried buffalo back fat,/pemmioan,
fricassee of dog (01d and puppies) pickled and dried buffalo
tongues, jerked buffalo, deer and ek, jerked rabbit, the liver,
heart, brains, tripe,/zﬁ%tterﬂings of wild animals, wild geese
and ducks, however the Indians cesred very l1ittle for fish and
fowl, saying that only the buffalo 2nd other ruminants were
ni-tap-i wak-sin (real food),

The squaws soon Tesmed, after the white men began coming
in, to make "yeasst powder" bread, and some of them became ex-
cellent bakers of the white man's staff of 1ife, After the post
at Fort Benton was established in the early forties, they also
learned to eat and 7ike stewed dried apples.

The Crows were the dog-eaters, having a feast-time called
the Dog Feast dance., When a dog was dressed out in preparation
of this feast, its skin was shiny and white 1ike that of a well
fattened hoge.

Most a717 tribes were fond of tea and it was used as a wel-
coming beverage to strsnger and friénd alike, served with buffale
tongue, or dried back fat, or roassted antelope ribs.

One of the favorite dishes of the Blackfeet was called by
them, "Crow entrail,” as it was from they Crows they 7Tearned to
prevare this delectable dishe It is a certain entrail of the
animal, which is very short compared to the other entrails,

This section is always streaked or covered with a thick leyer

of snowy-white, soft fat, and in preparing the food, the entrail



£dith E. Toomer : Nov. 1, 1941

-, G
is turned inside out, thus enclosing this delicious fat on the
inside with the finely chopped tenderloin with whiéh it is
stuffed., Both ends of the gut are securely tied, and then the
"Crow entrail” is placed on the coals to roast, 11 the while
be ing carefully turned so ss not to burn, After thoroughly
browning the sausage it was then plunged into a kettle of boiling
water and left for aImost fifteen mimutes; it was then ready to
serve, with a]l the deviecious juices and fat securely sealed in
the gut.

Barly Fort Bentonites (1840s) used 2 fireplace for cooking
and roasting meat, and a Duteh oven for baking bread and for
baking beans. A 1ittle Tater rude stoves began makimg their ap-
pesrance.

Pemmican was the staple food for JTong journeys and for 1ong
keeping. It wos made by pounding dried meat into tiny pieess
and then adding grease snd talTow and mairow from the animals'
bones, and sometimes chokecherries were added. After it was
finished it was packed into green hide, oblong bags called pars
fle¢hes, The older it got the more the parflazche shrunk and
the more the meat shrunk--it would keep indefinitely.

Father Prando, an early Jesuit "Black Robe," ate'broi1ed
badger when he found he had stripped his 7arder for some starving
Indian, and he d nothing left for himself,

At one time the Indians were so hungry thet they only thing

they could find was wild tea, which they brewed and drank.
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The sguaws used to hang a whole guarter of game over the
Todge fire where it turned and slowly roasted for hours, under
the watchful eye of the squaw. The fire was a& small one, and
the meat was hung from a tripod dire€tly over the blaze.

There were certain tri bes who ate nothing but fish--raw,
cooked, dried and smoked, while other tribes would not touch
fish saying they were unclean,

Othe r tribes ate only roots, bulbs, leaves and fruit--
early day vegetarians. The arrowroot, camas, and pomme blanche
(white root). The camas was a yellow root, sticky and sweet,
whi ch was dried and then roasted. The pomme blanche was a
white root, a tuberous growth, something l1ike a turnip. These
tribes also ate the inner bark of the pine and cottonwood,
which was very carefully écreped from the outer barke.

The Blackfeet gave the name, Ah-kwo to-kwu-si sak-om, to
Helena and to the countryside around it. The name meanms,
"much giving ground," and was applied because of the great
abundance of wild éame and berries.

When Indians were going on the hunt, they ate & hearty
breakfast and did not eat again until they came back to camp.
Eating during the day made their sight and hearing less keen,
their flesh soft, and a1l desire for the hunt was given to
laziness and sWeep:.

1. James Willard Schultz, interview by Toomer at his Browning home, Auge
1939, when his book "My Tife as an Indian," was discussed, and from
which part of the above is taken. Published by Houghton Mifflin Co.,
Boston and New York, The Riverside FPress, Cambridge, Mass., 1935,

"My Tife as an Indian" appeared in Forest and Stream under title of
"In the Todges of the Blackfeet", - 1907, over the pen-name, V. B.

Anderson. He gave me a copy of the book, beautifully autographed with
a full page.
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1832;

When Joseph T. Meek, mountein-men, trapper and trader, and
Milton Sublette, with their fur-trading outfit made a trip in
1832, they encountered trials and tribulations of the worst,
Starvation tagged their heels for weeks., At one time they caught
and ate a beaver, and became sick unto death, because the besver
was also sterving and had eaten of the wild parsnipe.

In a barren country where nothing could be found but insects,
they held their hends in anthills unti? they were covered with
ants, and then 7licked them off greedily.

They took the soles from their moecasins, cooked them until
they were cerisp and ate them,

They came upon a multitude of black erickets, which they
caught and threw into a kettleful of hot water, and when they had
ceased kicking snd fluttering, the traders ate them.

At other times they bled one of their poor mules, taking a
pint at a time, and made 2 soup of ite The mules themselves were
so poorly nourished they couldn't spare more than a pint at o
time, and the traders didn't have enough in number to ki1l one for
food; however, the time came when they had to ki1 the poorest
one, because 211 other souwces of fodd he d been exhausted.

At the foot of the Rockies they came upom some DPigger Indisns,
This tribe was the lowest and most abjectly poverty-stricken of
811 tribes., They ate roots, crickets, field mice, and grasshoppers
These Indians prepared some food for the starving tbaders and,

upon eating the mesl, they thought it the most delicious concoet-
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ion their teeth had ever sunk into. Upon investigation they
found it to be a mixture of wild horey and grasshoPpers."

The famous 074 scout and guide, Jim Bridger, piloted this
party east of the Roekies in the Blackfeet country. i
18565:

From the diary of James H., Chambers who kept & daily record
for & number of years, the fifth diery being started on New Year's
day, 1855, at Fort Sarpy, Montana.

He :said that the Urows were loafers, cowards, s nd thieves,
He dec?afed #that they were the worst of the begging tribes and he
séw in them no virtues &t al1l. In his diary of January 1, 18556
he says:

"Six (a Blackfeet Indian) asserts that a Crow can sme?l]
coffee five miles away." -

Chambers then expressed indignation in his 7ittle book be-
eause the cook at the post (Fort Serpy) had declined to start
the noon meal until another party of visitors (Crows) wh ch had
depertéd e d gotten six miles away from the camp.

i & A the departing braves should smel1? the coffee," he wrote,
"they would abandon their marech to war and return to the fort."

Mrs. ¥Frances Auretta (Fuller) Barrett Vietor, in her "The River
of the West," from the story of the mountsin-man and pioneer,
Joseph T. Meek in 1830-1832, Columbisn Book company, Hartford,

Connecticutty Union Publishing company, Chiesgo, I77linois, 1870,
Mrs., Arthur B, Maxwell (Edith Rolfe Maxwell) Great Falls, inter-

view by Toomer, November, 1941,
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Chambers frequently took to task,in his diary, the officer
in charge of the fort because of his generous feeding of the beg-
ging Indian tribes.z.

1830
When Fort Union was built in 1830 by the Americen Fur company,

Ma jor Alexander Uu1berts6n was mede chief sgent. Their stores of
sugar, flour, tobaceco, guns and ammunition were plentiful at al?
times, as there were many tribes of Indians who brought their furs
and peltries to the post to trade for these commodities, which were
Tuxuries to them,

1832
In this year & complete disti’lery was shipped out to Fort

Union because the American Fur felt that the distribution of Tiguor
among the Indians was necessary for suceessful business relations
with theme After this distillery hed been assembled and was in
operation, Capt. Nethaniel Wyeth, returning from Oregon vis Fort
Union, saw it in operation. He went back to Washington and reported
it to the federal authorities and it wss immedistely torn down and
shipped back to St. Touis. At that time whiskey was se ling for
three do7l7ars & pint; tobacco three dollars a pound, and gunpowder
at six dolvars.

18363
Capt. Mitche1l was in charge of Fort McKenzie, but was sent to

serve in the Mexican war; during his temporary absence, Major
3. The Valerian, October 9, 1943, Vol., XXXI, No, 47. James H,

Chambers "1855 Diary Tells how Men Tived in State's forts."
Research, Nov, 1941, Toomere.
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Culbertson was left in charge. He and his men had a narrow es-
cape from a deadly attack by the Crows, but they were warned in
time to prepare for the attack by & Blood squaw who was an escaped
prisoner from these Crows, The siege began in June of 1836; the
fresh and dried meat lasted only ten days; then a period of star-
vation began., The water gave out and they dug a well ten feet
deep inside the stockade. They ate dogs and boiled buffalo hides,
which tasted 7ike glue, but kept them from starving to desath.
As & 7Tast resort, Culbertson fired & cennon, loaded with solid
shot, from the upper bastion and the Crows fled.

71843-1844;
An interesting event happened in the winter of 1843-1844,

After Fort Tewis was finished, at the head of the first rapids
above the present Fort Benton and five miles below Pablo's islend,
Forts Piegan and YcKenzie were abandoned snd burned,

Major Culbertson wes in charge of the new post (Fort Tewis,
named after Capt. Meriwether lewis). Business was always good
and when an unusually large trading party arrived there was always
a celebration, sometimes Targe and sometimes small.

On this special night there was a large trading party at the
highest peak of drunkenness with the factor, Culbertson, and his
clerks not far behind the pertye OCherles Tarpenteur arrived.
Culbertson had been expecting him, and on seeing him rems rked:

"Well, Tarpenteur, I am mighty gled to see you. Ve are having

a hot time and I'm tired of ite I suppose you sre tired too and

want to go to sleep.”
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Tarpenteur said, "I am more hungry than tired or sleepy."

"There is plenty to eat," the Major replied, and Tarpenteur
fairly ran to the kitchen where the cook gave him & rousing suppers.
But he ate too much and next morming found himsel1f so faxndered he
could scarcely MOVEeess

It wes Charles Tarpenteur who built Fort Alexander at the
mouth of the fosebud on the Yellowstone, in 1848, naming it after
o jor Alexender CUylbertson. It was abandoned, however, in the
spring of 1849,

1840
For many years the i17ieit liquor traffie with the Indians had

been going one In 1840 word got about that a United States inspec-
tor would visit the company posts. At Fort Union there were 30
barrels of alecohol end Meajor Culbertson could not reconcile himself
to destroying this, He decided to cache it; he carried it across
the river to & Take, four miles away, intending to sink it under
the waters. In spite of 2711 h#s efforts the barrels floated; he
attached a171 sorts of things to them trying to keep them under,

but sti11 they would come to the tope He couldn't sink them, so
decided to bury them insteads This was carefully done. After
several months had passed, no inspector had as yet shown up, and
the Major was congratulating himsel1f that the precious stuff had
been saveds He went to the cache and exhumed it; the hoops of iron
had rusted snd burst and nearly every drop was gone,

1850
Ten years later Culbertson was to rename Fort Tewis at a

Christmas partye A grand ball was given in the new adobe buildings--
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traders, trappers, squews, beads and buckskins reigned supreme,
Fiddles wailed, feet stamped, dusky meidens swayed in strang men's
armsg they danced a1l night; they drank and they fessted, celebrating
‘the grand opening of Major Culberteon's new fort. In the midst of
all this gaiety the Major held up his hand for quiet; then he sug-
gested that the fort be named Fort Benton in honor of the senator
from Missowri, the man who hed so cleverly settled the United States
government suit against the American Pur company for il17ieit liquor
traffiec for a fine of & mere $12,000--the Honorable Thomas H., Benton.

The name was unanimously accepted with wild whoops and yells,
mueh drinking of toasts, snd then--"On with the d=ncel"

1853, Aprii 8:
On this date Governor Isaac I. Stevens was appointed commander

of the sunrvey party on the northern route to the Pacifie, which was
to explore é reilroad route from St. Paul to Puget sound, and to
explore the passes of the Cascade range and the Rockies. Gov, Stefens
Tearned mueh about the Indians of Montana from Major Gu1bertons, be-
cause of the Tatter's marriage with Natawista,

In May 1853 Stevens appointed Culbertson as special agent among
the Blackfeet,

On August 10, 1853 the party caemped in 2 hollow on lMilk river,

A half mile away was a band of Gros Ventres--seven chiefs, five of whom
were accompanied by thrie wives. They rode up to Stevens' camp and
were friendly, inviting the survej party to visit them in their

camp, 30 miles farther on., The Stevens party in turn ssked them to

sit around the cempfire and smoke and visit; this they did, apparently
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enjoying it very much, At dusk & Tunch was served consisting of
coffee, rice, and so on, This pleased the Indians very much; in
faet, so much that they made = present of one horse to Governor
Stevens and two horses to Major Culbertson. A large tent was put
up for theiz accommodation, and & bountiful supper was served at

70 o'elocke.

1856
When William Braxton (Brack) Johnson's maternal grandfather,,

Ma jor John Patrick, was married the first time, his wife was the
granddaughter of a salty old seaman by the name of Yocum. He had
salled one of the fir=t boats around the Horn,.bringing supplies to
Walla Walla, Washington territory. When Major Patrick married his
granddaughter, he and Yocum hitched up a sort of partnership.. Grand-
daddy Yocum brought dried apples, sugar, bacon and other commodities
to Walla Walla and the Ma jor established a packtraln across the

Rockies into Montana and later into Last Chance gulch. He was the

first man to pack provisions over the mountains from Wasnington and

Oregon.B.

4, Major Alexander Culbertson. Interview with his daughter, Fannie
Culbertson Irvin, on her way home (Browning) from California, in
January 1939, Toomer. She died on February 5, 1939, and never
reached her home. pp. 115-122 Great Falls Yesterday.

5. William Braxton (Brack) Johnson, Cottonwood Row ranch,, Upper High-
woods. Interview by Toomer, 1938. p. 149, Great Falls Yesterday..
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1866:

Frank Stanley Putnam came to Montana in 1866 with his mother,
brother and sister, in a train of 100 wagons and several hundred
people. Capt. Holmes was in charge. Each wagon was equipped with

food and utensils and ammunition to last three months.. They had
cows and horses; the horses were ridden and the cows were used to
draw the wagons andto provide milk and butter for the emigrants. With
the ingenuity that characterized the pioneer of that day, the milk
taken from the cows in the morning was placed in kegs and tied under
the wagons; the rough motion of the wagons churned it into soft
butter for the travelers on their weary journey.

When they reached their new home, Virginia City, butter was
selling at $1.50 per pound. The Putnam cows furnished a ready market
for milk and butter to the miners.

One day as Mrs. Putnam had just finished churning and printing
several pounds of butter, a big Indian appeared in the doorway at-
tired in an army officer's uniform. She and young Frank were alone.

The Indian greeted her with "How!.Heap hungry."

She placed a hearty meal and~a pound of the frésh butter on the
table before him. He very carefully remowved his hat, coat and vest;
turned the vest inside out and hung the articles of clothing on the
back of a chair. He then proceeded to devour all that was set before
him. After donning his coat,, vest and hat he said, "Squaw heap sick;
squaw like butter." X

Mrs. Putnam géve him another pound and he went out. Like all
children young Frank was curious and followed at a discreet distance.
The Indian went behind a large woodpile, ,removed his uniform, and

engaged in smearing the whole pound of butter through his hair..
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When he had finished he put on his uniform and marched away with
6.
great dignity.

1869: ;
In 1869 Sallie Austin came with her parents on a long journey

from Virginia to Montana territory. They came by ox-train, with
Radersburg as their destination. When they reached the pass over
the mountains, the Austins camped at the foot of the divide for a
number of days until their supplies were transported over. The
provisions carried witn them consisted of rice, flour, salt pork,
dried apples, soda, sugar and salt.

The Austins' first acquailntance was the man for whom the town
was named, Reuben Raders, a bachelor and a cattleman., His home was
a long log building and in this the Austins had their first meal
after their arrival., It was prepared by a Chinese cook.

When the Austins moved to Crow creek valley on the Missouri,.
in 1877, the family experienced the perils of frontier life, par-
ticularly during the flight of Chief Joseph through Montana in that
same year.

There was no stove or range in their log cabin, but an open
fireplace with cranes on which te hang the pots. The baking was done
in Dutch ovens placed on the coals, and with coals heaped on top.

They used a contrivance called a "tin kitchen" in wnich to roast
meat and fowl; this was placed by £he fire to ;eceive the reflected
heat. Potatoes were baked in the ashes and coffee was made in a pot
on the nearth.Y.
6. Frank Stanley Putnam. Interview with Larissa Putnam Stewart,
daughter of Sallie Austin and Frank Putnam, by Toomeg, 1938.
pp. 229-230, Great Falls Yesterday.

7. Mrs. Sallie Austin Putnam. Interview with her daughter Larissa
Putnam Stewart, by Toomer, 1938. p. 233, Great Falls Yesterday.
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1863
Mre, Martha Edgerton Plassmann tel7s of the Ox-team trip to

Montana in 1863. There were sheet iron camp stoves, tacked to the
side of the covered wagon; these were used over a camp fire, and
Dutech ovens were also used. Wood was the principal fuel and when
unobtainable buffalo chips were used.

The “dge rtons had two wagons, each carrying two mess boxes in
the rear, One box carried food sand the other dishes, which were
a1l of tin. There were no portable tebles; instead, two end boards
taken from the front of the wagon were inserted under the top of
the mess box., This table wes very uncertein and 7iable to thﬁ at
any mimte, snd there wes no whi te eloth covering the table.

There were no camp stod1s, but food was eaten standing, or sitting
at an uncomfortable slope on the wagon tongue.

No canteens could be bought and the water carriers were made
for the “dgerton party in Omaha. Each carrier hel1d one gallon and
was made of tin covered with flamnel. The carriers were filled at
night and hung under the wagons with the stoppers out; even Tukewarm
/ggggg water became c¢lear and cool by morning and stayed so 277 dayg.

At noon a stop of one hour was made when a cold Tunch of bread
and butter and col1d meat 1eft from breakfast was eaten. Heppily
unconscious of lurking danger, raw ham was often eaten accompanied
by dried apples or other fruit sauce.

On specia’ occasions Mrs, Sanders (Wilbur F.) brought forth the
bag of gingersnaps her mot her had given her when the party 7eft Ohioe.

There was plenty of New Orleans molasses, almost unknown at this time,
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Sometimes game was killed by one of the hunters or given to them
by & military post which they passed on the trip.

Now and then a half day's stop was made to do washing and
baking, and in the latter pert of the journey it was necessary to
meke tar to use on the worn feet of the cattWe.e.

71863: November 26:

On Thursday, November 26, 1863, Henry Plummer, debonsir
sheriff, gave the first formal dinner which was 8lso the first
Thanksgiving dinner at Bannack, Montana terri?ory.

Among the guests were Sidney udgezton,/fégiftoriaW governor,
Col. Wilbur F,., Senders, their wives, and a dozen other prominent
citizens, most of whom were members of the Vigilantes., Martha
Zdgerton was only a chil1d@ end not permitted to attend, but she
remembers hearing her father and mother discuss the dinner with
the Sanders and other friends.

There were no turkeys in lontana, so Plummer sent to ®a1t Take
City for two birds, for which he paid $40 each in gold dust. The
table was 1ighted with a hundred candles. There were expensive and
elegant wines, and many de” icacies whiech, for the first time had
graced a lMontana table; al7 these delectables had been imported.

Plummer, who had sent his young wife east, was temporarily
1iving with his sister, next door to Wilbur Sanders., The house was
8 10g structure, but inside there was an easy f'ow of conversation,
elegent manners, and the courteous and gracious aftention of the
host to his guests made it an occasion 7ong to be remembered.

Plummer was the best dressed man in the territory, and he knew

8. See NEXT PAGE.
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how to wear his finery. His voice was well modulated as he com~

plimented the Tadies and jested with the gentlemen., The delicate

hands whi ch carved the expensive birds so dexterously, had ruthe
lessly put to death countless viectims, while that same well-
modulated voice could thunder out the vilest invectives in his
due? role as arch-demon of the trails,

It was hard to remlize, yet every guest ﬁresent that night
knew that PTummer was doomed and soon would meet his death, and
most of them present would be his executioners, 1t was in a sense
a feast of Belshazzar; but although the hand of fate was written
as plainly upon the walls of the cabin as it hed been upon those
of thet Babylonian palace, the bandit sheriff did not know that
his reign of terrible crime was about to end.

“he moon rode fu’ll in the brilliant winter sky,as; the night
hadf passed, he stood in the doorway of the log cabin, silhouetted

candlelight

ageinst the/background end bade his guests goodnight. As the

last guest departed he stood and looked at the stars and moon

in the bright winter sky--the 7ast full moon he was ever to look

upon.g.

8. Mrs. &4dith Rolfe Maxwell, Greet Falls, Interview, Nov. 1941,
Toomere <+esughter of Mrs. Martha &dgerton Plassmann, writer.
Research by Toomer, Nov. 1941, in lMrs. Maxwell's scrapbook
of her mother's writings.

9+ 1Ibid,

The Valerian, Oet. 10, 1940, Vol. XXX, No. 47. Research, Toomer.
Geraldine Review, Janusry 22, 1941, Vol. 28, No. 22. Research,

Toomer.
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1863

John X. Beidler, Wilbur F, Sanders, and others of the Vigi-
lentes wanted turkey for Christmas dinner, 1863. The on’y ones
to be found in the state were said to be on the o07d Baumgartner
ranch at Hell Gate. Accordingly, X. Beidler, fearless and daring,
rode on horseback from Virginies City to Helv Gate, & distance of
160 miles, bought two turkeys at $50 easg, tied them to his saddle

and returned in triumph with his birdse.

1865: September 20:

Eresmus T. Anthony tel1s his story:

"When I was nine yeers old, in 1865, I ceme fiom St. Joseph,
Missouri with my mother, two brothers and two sisters, to join
my father and o7dest brother who had come to Montana the ygeer
befores Father hal settled on a2 farm four miles northeast of
Helena on the creek bottom of the Prickly Pear.

"We were five months on the road (emigrant train of 300 people)
and the men shot geme along the waye. I remember there was a
sheet iron stove whi ch wes nailed, or hanging on a neil, on the
side of our wagon; sometimes mother used it for cooking and st
other times only the casmp fire was used and the Yutch oven., In all
that trip I don't remember of once gettimg up for breakfast; the
wagon was always moving when I awakened, and Mother had saved a
10, £dith Rolfe Mexwell's scrapbook of her mother's writings (Mrs.

Mertha Ldgerton Plassmenn). Interview and research, November,
1941, Toomer.
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®*dough ceke' (Mrs. Maxwell says these 'dough cakes' were known
as 'dough gods' - Toomer) for me, sometimes sprinkled with sugsr.
This was ordinary bread dough, flattened out and mede into small
cakes about the size of a fruit sauce dish, and then fried in
the bacon or salt pork greasase in a very hot skillet, These cakss
were very delicious. The coffee was boiled in a huge pot and it
was always extra strong. .

"Father hed to7d us what to bring from Missouri and our wagons
were loaded with flour, suger, green coffee, salt, beans, salt
pork, dried spples, and the simple spices (cinnemon, nutmeg and
allspice). Flour was selling 2t $85 a hundred when we arrived
and we were a21lowed only one biscuit at a meal, three biscuits
each daily; greese was used instesd of butter, and Mother spooned
out the sugar to us.

"Father had an acre of potatoes ready for digging when we
arrived. He had paid 85 cents a pound for the seed, a 100-pound
sack bought in the Gallatin valley; he carefully extracted just
enough of the eye to plant, and then so7d the hearts to merchants
in Helena for enough forpay for the original seed.

"Our furniture was made from willows which grew nearby.

“In_lgég_i started to school. Several others who had come
on the same wagon train, built their cebins close to Father's
on the Prickly Pear; in fact, the cabins were only four feet
apart, and there were eight or ten of them.

"0f course we all cerried our Tunches to school, in a tin

bucket with a 7id. Mother put in herd boiied eggs, homemade
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cookies and bread, with buffalo, deer, elk, or antelope meat, and
sometimes some col1d prairie chicken, ©Of 211 meats I sti17 Tike
domestic beef the best because, I suppose, that we 2lmost Tived
on wild game when I was a child,

"In 1868-1869 my oldest brother, Tewis C., tan a water mill
in Prickly Pear valley for Sanford sand Lvans of Hevena, qnd he
owned & one-third intereste The mi71s had no rollers in those
days but they used Yfrench burrs mede of Ifrenech granite with grooves
in them, that had to be dressed about once a month, When the
Hauser dam was put in it flooded out the Anthony mill. ITewis then
put up & mi11 in Tast Chance gukceh, but there was 1ittle wheat
around Helene so it was not a paying business, 2nd he sold to
He1ena merchants wio used it to grind feed.

"The winter of 1871-1872 was the hardest winter I ever ex-

perience in Montans. It was so co0ld that the family hsd to move
into the root cellar to keep warm, The cellar was 30 or 40 feet
Tong and we took wood in and stayed until the weether moderatéd.
Root cellars were very necessary in the early days in lMontame.
They were either cut deep into the side of & hill, or were dug deep
into the ground at 2 slanting angle, and then covered with heawy
po]es; gtraw and dirt to a great thickness. The inside was divided
into compartments, or bins, each for & certain vegetable.

One bin held potatoes, one turnips, one rutabagas, while beets,
onions, tomatoes, canned goods, jeYlies, jams, ete., were stored
in another bine Usually a deep p&t was dug for the cabbage heads

and it was 7ined with straw. The cabbage heads were carefully
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picked over, taking off 217 outside leaves whi ch showed the least
bit of decay, a2nd then placed in Tayers, without touching each
other, with plenty of straw sround and between the heads, When the
Tast layer wes put in, a very thick layer of straw was put over
it, and over this the dirt was heaped highe When the pit was
opened, perhaps several heads would be taken out at one time, and
those not used at once, were placed in the root eellar for tempo-
rery storage. The temperature of the root celler was cooi and
dry, but never freezing. Vegetables could be kept nicely from one
season to another,

"Lven today the ranches have their root cev’lars; 211 of the
large ranches do, and there are very few of the sm77ler ranchers
who do not have a root cellar. |

"On the larger ranches ore of the duties of the chore-~boy is
to get the cook's order each morning, then go to the root-cellar
and get the vegetables; to the milk house ®r spring house and
bring up the milk, cream and butter, and sometimes buttermilk for
thet day's meals; and then to the meat house where he cuts the
roast, chops, or steaks for dinner only. He then goes to the
commissary with the cook's 1ist and gets a 100-pound sack each of
flour and sugar,af5gpound can of coffee, a 6-gallon milk can of home
made lard, a S5-pound cen of baking powder, cheese cut from a
100-pound round of cream cheese, fruit in gal’on cans, cereals,
crackers, macaroni, spaghetti and rice in bulk, dried fruits by
the case, honey and syrup by the gallon bucket, tea by the box,

flavorings in 716-ounce bottles, and sawerkraut (homemade) from a
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barrel. IHEggs are usually kept in & room of the main ranch house
which is unheated, but never freezinge. If there are a 10t of
chickens, and eggs are kept in cases, the oldest and irregular
eggs ere used first. At Christmas time the selects in cases
bring good prices on the market as "ranch eggs.'

"In 1878-1879 there wes guite a bunch of young fellows in

and around Helena. ZIZvery two weeks two of the boys went together

and gave a dance oh Friday night. We danced a1l night to the tune
of Homer Hewing's fiddle and a portable organ. Homer brought the

organ and its player out from Helena and chafged the boys 30 for

the night's music,

"Richard Tockey had opened a home bakery in Helena, and he
usually put up the Tuneh for the boys to serve at the dance. The
women and girls always made coffee on the stove, to go with the
sandwiches end cobkies which Tockey furnished. The boys left the
sele¢tion of sandwich meat =nd the kind of cookies to his dis-
cretion. Once Tockey decided to make some cream puffs instead of
cookies. <‘here wasn't a soul at the dance who hed ever heermd of
a cream puff, mueh Tess seen one.

"Everybogdy gulped their séndwiches end coffee in order tQ
taste one of the queer looking puffs. When they were passed srmnd
one young fellow, who hed s moustache, as most of the men had in
those days, bit into his puff with gusto, and with greater gusto
the cream fil1ing squashed out, covering his moustache, the s ides
of his face, and his chin., With utter disgust he started 'fingering'
if off of his fece end said, 'Why, the damned thing's not even

cooked,!
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"By 1882 I had come to the “and Coulee district, and in the
early summer of that year I brought 2,000 sheep from there to Big
Spring for summer camp. The sheep belonged to MceGiffin, who came
a8t the same time with & portable fence to use at the springe. The
town of Giffin is named for him, My meals were cooked over & camp
fire and consisted of the usual beans, bacon and sourdough biscuits.
¥our sides of bacom were bought at one time; they weighed 100
pounds and came in burilap sacks; the bacon was very greasy.

"In 1883 we went to Fort Shaw and bought sa’lt pork, which was
piekled in brine in barrels holding 200 pounds. Zhis meat was
eight or ten inches th ek and was snow white. We bought it of the
mess house out of the post's excess supplies. We bought shoes and
tobaceco at Fort Togan, also green coffee in 100 pound sacks, which
we had to parch and grind ourselves; this coffee was bought at our
own price, and sometimes we traded vegetables for it.

"In 1869 the first Christmes tree was he7d at the Tog Methodist
church in Helena. Rev. Iathrop was the minister, His daughter sang
'Heng up the baby's stocking, Be sure you don't forget, For the dear
1ittle dimpled darling, Has never seen Christmes yet,' which was
true of more than several of us 'dimpled darlings.'! The tree was
‘Toeded with cendy, e2pples and oranges for al17 who attended.

"In 1869 I have seen men come into Helena and pay ore dollar

each for pies just to eat the crust because they were so hungry for
breads The only yeast used st that time was brewers! yeast and it
was pretty strong for baking purposes,

"1862-1863: The people in Virginia City were starving. George '




#dith B, Toomer Nove. 1, 1941

“w BB «
Mann, who had a grocery store in Helena in 1865, told me th s story.

"p freighter came into Virginia ity from Salt Take City,’
Uteh, with a 7osd of flour, asking $125 a sack for it. The people
in Virginia City offered him $75, which he refused., Thereupon the
citizens kidnapped him, while they took his flour, divided it into
26 pound sapgks, and 801d a sack to 211 who needed it, at the rate
of $75 a hundred., Then they turned him loose, gave him his money,
and to1d him to mow on.

"While 1iving in Helena we kids used to pick wild yellow
currants and peddle them in Helena for 50 cents a guart,

"In 1871 I hauled wheat from our Duck creek ranch near Canton
to the grist mil1Y in Prickly Pear walley. I had to golthrough
wild sage brush country, and had ten seamless sacks of it on one:
Toad. |

"In 1875 I gave up ranching and went to work for a rancher
peddling vegetables from Helena to Camp Baker, Everybody was eager
to get vegetables, especially rossting earse On my first trip to
Cemp Baker I sold four\dozen ears to the colonel and ster ted to
carry them into the house., He said, "Never mind, I'11 call some
of the soldiers,' whe reupon he signalled several soldiers who came
and carried in the corn.

"In 1876 Bill Bullerd end I made two trips with a wagon of
vegetables each trip, through the country and Sun river valley.

We bought tomatoes from Curtis in Helena; we sold 50 boxes, 50
pounds to a box, for $10 a box, and people were gldd to get them

at any price. Bullard sol1d 4,000 pounds of cabbage at 10 cents
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a pound, We left Helena with a slab of bacon, two tins of

vegetables (canned), some bread and a frying pan;
night in Wolf Creek canyon =2nd cooked our evehing
campfire,

"John am@ A1 fisher sold epples at $70 & box
from Helena to Sun river valley, crossing at Fort
E11is, a wealthy cattleman who Tater built a home
avenue north, in Great Falls, hsd a saloon &t Sun

He bought a box of these apples, and the gamblers

we stayed over-

meal owr a

along the way
Shaw, Johnnie
at 327 Fourth
River Crossing.

played for them,

By morning al1l the apples were eaten and there was $800 stacked on

the table.

"In 1883 meat was chaap because there was stil1l so much game,

Very 1ittle beef was eaten except on the roundups."

1865

i b £

As told by Mrs. Martha Zdgerton Plassmann, mother of Ldith

Ro1fe Mexwell, Great Falls:

"We 71eft in September, 1865, to make the long trip from

Bannack, Montana territory, for our ol1d home in Ohio.

"PFirst of a1l the furniture had to be disposed of., Mother's

(Mre., Sidney fZdgerton) eradle made of a shoe box was given to a

friend, and Tater rocked other Bannack babies. Mother's chair,

made of a barrel stuffed with hay and covered with blue cambrie

117, Erasmus T. Anthony, Great Falls., Two interviews by Toomer,

Nove 1941. Great Falls Yesterday, pp. 46-561,

Toomer, Nove 1941; interview, 1939,

resesar ch by
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and safely anchored to rockers, was also Teft behind to help pass
the Tonely hours more comfortably for some other woman in Bannsack,

"As the season was late we couldn't depend on oxen to make the
trip quickly enough, so Father purchased four spans of young and
skittish mules, which drew our two canvas covered wagors .

"Our immediate family party ineluded my parents, Sidney and
Mary “dgerton, two brothers, two sisters, and me (Marthe —dgerton)
and a cousin Tucia Darling. Teonard Gridley and Henry Tilden, old
friends, were in the party, and Alfred M., Esler, one of the very
earliest miners.

"We went via ®alt Ieke City to spend a few days with the Pitts
family, and then on to Ohio via the Oregon Trail.

"On the divide the weather was co1d and étormy and we breakfast-
ed in ice and snowe. When we reached 8a71t Take the Mormon pesch
orchards were 1aden with ripe peaches, We had seen no fresh fruit
except wild berries for nearly three years and we aTmost died of
ecstasy at the sight and smell of the Tuscious fruite.

"Mrs. Pitts had stewed fresh peaches for supper and Tater some
right off the trees, How anybody would want to stew that delight-
ful fruit, when it ecould be taken a2nd drippingly eaten from the
tree was more than we children could understend. We ate to re-
pletion and for fear they might be gone by morning, we gathered
peaches and stored them under our pi’lows in the wagon to eat next
deye Mrs., Pitts was the wife of a Mormon missionary, and from that

day to this, I have had & warm spot in my heart for Mormon mis-
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sionaries and their wives.

1868:
Samuel (Sam) Hughes said in Bannack in 1868 "when the water

was running on the placer diggin's you could make eight dollars
& day but, b'gosh you had to work hard for it. He says:

"We miners had our flour end bacon and frying pan. We could
get plenty of fresh meat because there was lots of wild game. We
could build a cabin in a day, and it cost $1.50 to buy gruh and
cook it ourselves.,"

1881 :
Sam tells about Bob Casey, & stage driver, who got Tost in one

of the worst blizzards of the ear’y dayse. Bob was driving stage
be tween Fort Benton and Sun River Teavings amd return, On this
particular trip, which happened in Februsry 1881, the blizzard
struek while he was in the Benton Take countrye. He drove sround
and around but became more bewildered 277 the time, ¥For 20 days
he was lost, when finally Matt Dunn and Bil1 Rowe f und him,
The first thing he said was, "Gimme & chaw o' terbaccer, boys,
fer that's 217 I've had to eat, and it's a1l that saved my 1ife.,"
During that time he had hed no food and only snow to guench
his thirst. Dunn and Rowe took him to Fort Benton where both of
his feet had to'be amputated because they were frozen hard.
12, "Trekking East in 18656 with 'States' as Goal no Trip for
Weaklings," by Merths LHdgerton Plassmann, daughter of Sidney
Bdgerton and mother of Edith Rolfe Maxwell, from whose serap-

book of her mother's writings the above was taken. Inter-
view and research by Toomer, November, 1941,
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1888
When the first eircus came to Great Falls in 1888 it was

Ringling brothers' circus. ©Sem says:

"But it (the circus) was flying pretty Wight‘as it was Jjust
starting in the business, It was a great day for Great Falls,
people coming two or three days ahead of time end esmping along
the Missouri river with their cook stoves, cooking utensils, and
grube They came in wagons, buckboards, on horgeback and afoot.
fhere were no hotdog stends then, no Club Cefeteria, or dozens
of retamrants, no Dime-Store Tuneh eounters, where you could take
your choice of eating places, but you had to bring your own grub
or pay a big price for meals at the Park hotel dining roome. Most
of 'em couldn't afford thet so they packedjtheir own grub and their

own stoves, or cooked it over a campfire.,"

1868 , {
The Yiamond R fast freight 1ines were then owned by Matt

Cerroll, George Steell, E. G. Maclay and Col. C. A, Broadwaters
Gordon says:

"The menu rarely went beyond black coffee, sourdough bread and
"sowbelly' fried in & skivllet in its own grease, thickened with
fiour. Of camp shelter there was none, for the men were too tired
at night to arrange any but the most primitive proteetion, and

13, ©Samuel (Sam) Hughes, UIm and Great Falls., Interviews at both
places by Toomer, in 1938 and 1940 resm ctively., Grat Falls

Yesterday, ppe 131-138. Research, Toomer,
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they 'pulled' too early in the morning to do any 'breaking cemp.'"

18%70s : '
Wilviam Albert Bairpaugh (colored), pioneer rancher of Tiger

Butte, came to lMontana as & boy in the 1870s. He resided in what
is now Cascade county for more then 50 years. 44 one time he
operated one of the 7argest ranches in the statee. Tike most western
men he Toved to hunt and fish, and he 6ften entertained his friend®
during thg hunting and fishing seasons at his rsnch home, where he
cooked the game in unusual ways. <Lrue to the tredition of his

race he was an excellent cook, as are most colored men and women.
Yor 25 years he operated the Diger Butte ranch and then bought

a roadhouse in the vieinity of what is not Choteau, but after s

few years he tired of that and sold it. He then worked for a couple

of years as bartender for D. C. Dulin, and the Bairpaugh family

8ti171 retains a Haviland china puhch bowl with a gold bottom, and
one dozen large punch cups with gold handles, given to them by Mr.

Dulin,. |
At the time he worked as bartender the pioneers threw away the

pennies and nickels given them in chenge. The dime was the smallest

piece of change they would keep, and if possible the change was

made building up from a dime.js.

14, "Days of the Freighter now are Forgotten but They Wrote History
in Transporting Supplies," by Sam Gordon, pioneer editory of
1868. In The Valerian, Mey 29, 1941, Vol. XXXI, No. 28,
Research, Toomer, Nove 1941,

15, Wil1iam ATbert Bairpaugh (colored) Great Fells., Interview

with Mrs. Bairpsugh, 1938; Great Fal17s Yesterday, ppe 39-40.
Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941,
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1870¢
One of Jim Austin's early associstes in Chestnut valley was

Joe Kipp, a famous character, shrewd trader, and notorious smug-
gler of those days. Jim and Joe were the principal figures in
an event which has since become historics

The sumptuvary laws of 1870 brought a United States Marshal
to prevent the +transporation of liquor into Indian reservations.
Kipp set out to defy him by taeking a supply of 1iquor from Helena
to Canada through the Blackfeet reservation. He 7oaded the stock
onto a raft 1ying on the Missouri near Helena, bound for the
mouth of Sun river (now Great Falls) where waiting wagons were to
freight it through,

Close-pressed by the marshal, Kipp landed his cargo, six
hogsheads of whiskey, and buried it on Jim Austin's rench, Austin
had nothing to do with the venture nor with the burying of the
wh skey, but Kipp counted on him as a friend and he would not fail
him, Presently the marshal rode up and asked Jim if he had seen
Kipp pass the ranch, Austin rep1iedAin the negative. He always
maintained he had to1d the marshal the truth because the Tiguor
had been buried before the marshal reached the Austin ranch,

When danger was past, Kipp dug up the Tiquor cache and hastened
on his way to Canada, only to be overtakeﬁ a short distamre south
of the unsurveyed boundary line of Usnsda, by the vigilant repre-
sentative of the law. Xipp managed to comvince the mershal he had
already crossed the line; and, the trading post he estgb’ished,

prudently, some miles north of the spot was named Fort Standoff in
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commemoration of his triumph over the marshal,

In 1878 Jim Austin planted the first orchard in Montana east
of the Roeckies, which he obtained from fruit growers in Cache valley,
Utahe It consisted of apple and peach trees and grape vires; two
black walnut trees from & nursery in Minnesota b¢ ing added Tater.
The orchard and vegetable garden were planted on the eastern
slope of the mountai ns where the sun's rays did not strike until
late enough in the day to thaw the frost firste. They were irri-
gated by ditches of water brought from Sheep creek. The prize-
winning fruits and vegetables exhibited a2t the fairs of Great Falls
and Helena were a reveletion to lontans settlers who, until then,
bel ieved eastern Montana 7ands incepable of sustsining any crop
except the native grasses., One of the walnut trees attained a
diameter of 12 inches,

Julia Austin was 6n1y nine years 074 when her mother died in
1889, ©She had to Tearn to cook and keep house and ecare for her two
7ittle step-brothers. She says:

"Christmas was a happy time. There was no money for expensive
gits but my father, a very good cook, always made doughnuts for the
‘ho]idays, and there were homemade presents and good cheer,"

In 1897 Julia Austin married Herman F, Kling, whose ranch was
three and oné-ha’f miles up the Missouri river from Hardye There
was no'road to the ranche A717 sunplies were brought £rom the
station at Hardy by means of wheelbarrow up the railroad tracks,
then through the tunnel snd seross the river by boate When she

visited her friends down the river she pushed the baby carriage
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over this same bumpy waye. The Klings raised fine vegetables.
One sumer they sold {60 worth of fine ripe tomatoes to the
Tindsay commission house in Great E371s.16.

18908 L8
John X, Beidler, the fearless, was a close friend of "Tiver

Eating" Johnson, the original, who took part in an Indian battle
at the mouth of the lMusselshell river in 71870, The article

by Beidler was written in the eighties and there were then many
men 1iving who knew "Tiver Lating" Johnson personallye.

Beidler says:

"Capt. Hawley kept a trading post a2t the mouth of the Mussel-
she1l and one hot day in July, 1870, Mrs. Hawley and a squaw were
close to the post pieking June berries when the y were fired upon
by a band of Sioux, who were hiding in the brush, Mrs. Hawley
was shot through the neek and fell,

"John, George Grinnell (not George Bird Grinnell) Jim Deer,
and seven other wolfers whose names have been forgotten went after
the Indiasns. After chasing them some distance, several of the
Indians were killed, wli Te one was shot through the hip and fell,
Jimmy Deer tried to ki1 him and failedes Johnson stepped up and
¢laimed him as his Indiane Putting his rifle to the Indian's head
he blew out his brainse.

"The Wolfers then gquartered the dead Indiens and piled them

16+ Ju}is Austin Kling, Great Falls, deughter of James (Jim) Ward
Avstine Interview, 1939, Great Falle Yesterday, ppe 152-154,
Research, Nov. 1941, Toomer,
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up in one huge pile, reserving the heads, scalps snd trinkets,
Johnson picked up the "iver of 'his Indian' and asked 'who will
take his 7iver rawve?' Seversl ran up snd Johnson devoured half
of the Tiver, the other boys backing down

"The heads were taken to the post and the flesh boiled off,
and the skulls were placed on & 71ow platform and Tabeled., After-
wards they were set atop a row of stakes close to the river's
edge and prpved a great curiosity to the people aboard the
steambosets plying between St. Touis and Fort Benton."

Peter Koech, the well known Bozeman pioneer, who died a few
yeers ago gave a fine desoription of "Tiver Eater" and his
trophies, "Liver Later" lived in Montana until about 71890 when
he went to California where he died in a soldiers' home. He had
served as a scout for Terry and Miles in some of the Indian fights
of the seventies.lv.

1873:
When Wilviam Henry Monroe (now of Great Falls) was eight years

014 in 1873, he went with his father from Helena to fort Benton
on a business tripe. They traveled by stage, going by way of what
is now the Sieben Sheep ranch at the mouth of Prickly Pear canyon.
At that time this was used as a stage station, where horses were
changed snd where the passengers partook of refreshment and some-
times spent the nighte A man and his wife served meals or just

coffee to any one who wanted refreshment, while the stable man

17, John X, Beidler article. The Valerian, December 26, 7940,
Vol, XXXI, No. 6. Research, Nov. 1941, Toomere
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was changing the stage horsese.

In 1881 Monroe joined up as a "chain carrier" for a government
survey outfit which was sectionizing in the eastern part of the
state. ‘There were 25 men in the perty. %they 7ived in tents, four
to a tents There was an 4merican cook, and & cook wagon, There
was only one other wagon which was used for transporting bedding
and supplies, The men traveled on horseback, and camp was usually
chapged once in two weeks, They worked hard but their food was
very good, there being plenty of wild game and fresh meat. Glen-~
dive was their trading post.

In 1882, the seoond winter of the surveying party's stay, the
soldiers of Fort Buford go thered up 5,000 renegade Indians from all
tribes in that part of the country, eand brought them to the Yellow-
stone river, 16 miles away frob Fort Buford, and kept them there
a1l wintere. Lvery Saturday a company of soldiers would bring up a
Toad of groceries from Fort Buford. They next caught 25 or 30
head of cattle end turned them 7oose at the fort. The braves then
caught and butchered thep, the squaws dressed them, wasting nothing,
us ing even the entrails. These groceries and beeves war1d 1ast one
week, and then the same procedure was gone through again, week after

18
week, a11 winter 7Tonge

18 William Henry (Hank) Monroe, Great Falls Interviews by !
| b . 3 gy Toomer
in 1939-1940, - Great Falls &esterday, Ppe 155-157, Research
Toomer, Nov. 1941, .



43ith E, Toomer love 1, 1941

- 33 -
18%3: ;

As to7d by Martha sLdgerton Plassmanng

"In 1873 I was going down the Missouri on the boat of Capte.
Joseph TaBarge., He was at Fort Pecke I shall always be thanke
ful to Major Culbertson for the sack of buffnio tongues he con-
fided to the care of his son Joseph. Joe permitted his sister
Fanny (Fannie Culbertson Irvin) and me to sample them. They were
extraordinarily fine es a7l will agree who have eaten buffalo
tamgues I cen resedily understand why the Indians call buffalo
meat 'real food'-- ni-tep-i wak-sin.

"At the Christmas dances, supper was served at midnight,
Oyster soup came first, having been shipped 3,000 miles. Elegant
salads, delicious jellies and jams, game.of al171 kinds, ocendies
mamfactured into temples and monuments, a17 kinds of fruit, and
every variety of‘spark1ing wine,."

After this description of an eariier day than the eighties,
the first Christmas celebration at Great Falls 32 related by Paris

Gibson in his reminiscences sounds rather tame.

1874:
M. A. Flanagan snd Dr, William Turner, an army contract surgeon,

opened a drug store in Fort Benton in 1875, In 1874 the Flanagans
were l1iving in the store section for the fur trade, of the old fort,
The windows had small panes end three foot sivls. Fort Senton as
19, "Christmas a Festive Dey Celebrated by Traders in LZarly-Day
Montana Territory™, by Martha Ldgerton Plassmann, Research

in Edith Rolfe Maxwell1's scrap book of her mother's writings.
Interview and research by Toomer, Novepber, 1941,



Edith E. Toomer Nove 1, 1941

*BL -
a military post was very gay at times; there were band concerts,
dress parades, and in the event of the arrivel of a distinguished
guest there would be & militery ball, a dinner end dance on a
steamboat, or a party of some sort in his honor,

Colonel I1ges was commander of the post. One year a Christe-
mes tree was pﬁt up for the children in his quarters at the o714 -
Chouteau House. One of the first Christmas trees in the old fort
was in the Flanagan home, Miss Flanagan still treasures the 7ittle
walnut table on which the tree stood, 2s well eg a funny Tittle
chine dog that was on the tree,

Mrs. Flanagen and Mre., T. C. Power (who were sisters) had
the first Sunday school in the 01d river town. Many of their
pupils were ha?fbréeds; some of them, now elderly men living in
: Browning sti1? speak of that Sunde y schools They served tea and
cake; there were no lemons for lemonade in those days.

Tieut. Hardin, another friend of the Flanagans, was greatly
admired by the children, pertly because he had refused to eat the
flesh of his pet horse which hed to be killed for food, but in-

20,
stead ate some blood-stained ereckers he had in his pocket.

20, M. A. M™Managan, by his daughter, Miss lMay Flanagan, Great
Fo11s, Interview, 1938, Greot Falls Yesterday, ppe 287-
289, Resesar ch, Toomer, Nov. 1941,
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1874

Perritory of Montena, )
County of Tewis and Clark, ) ss.

In Justice Court, before William P. Burcher, Justice of the
Peace, in and for the County of Tewis and Clark, and Territory
of Montana,

John BE. Howard and

Emma Howard Plaintiffs.

VS e

Nt St St N W

General Tohn Gibbon, Defendant.

The ahbove is a transeript from an o014 record found at Sun
River, which te77s how General John Gibbon, the famous Indian
fighter, won a bloodless battle by recourse to the 7aw, and gives
a glimpse of the problem of domestic hired help on the frontier,
whieh appears to have been as pressing then as it is tdday. Ine
cidentally, this o074 record deseribes how the doughty Gibbon dreaded
domestie discord, and how this case caused hip to remark that he
"didn't mind fighting savages, but confound & battle in the kitchen."

According to the musty record of Justice of the Peace Burcher,
it was one hot day in August, 1874, that John E. Howard and his
wife, Emma, entered the log cabin that served for a justice court
at the town of Sun River, and, in the Tanguage and spelling of
Judge Burcher (who was a very poor speller), made complaint as
follows:

"John &I. Howard and Emma I. Howard, his wife, they being first

duly sworn deposes and says thet we are the plaintiffs in the above

Entitled action and that said defendant, Gene. John Gibbon, is in-
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depted to us respectively the sum of Sixty-eight dolers and 33
cence (368.33) for servis rendered to the defendant as Cook &nd
Chambe rmaid such servis commenct June 76th, A. D. 1874 being one
month and 71 days at fifty dolers pr month. And fother the plain-
tiffs says thet they was Respectively imployed by the defendant at
or near the city of Philadelphia, Pa., on the 16th dgy of June,
1874 and was to serve.them the defendant and wife for the sum of
50 dolers per month from the above-named date and furnish Bord
and Todgin and transportation to Fort Shaw, lMontens territorye.
But was discharged on the 27th day of July at Montana territory
Py the defendant and refused to pay for survis rendred, and
furfher more one Bi11l of Tadin for one box of goods and one trunk
beloming to us plaintiffs in this acetion, shipped in our own
name but in care of Gen. John Gibbon. Ssid box of goods and one
trunk or Bil or ladin for the ssme is onlafferly (unlawfully - EET)
with held from us plaintiffse. ©Said box of goods is our parsonal
property end we do Pray and Ask Justice at the hand of the cort in
given us our Pay for survis rendered and our goods and further more
the plaintiffs saith not.’

"Subscribed and sworn to before me this 31 day of August,
Le Ds 1874, (Signed) EMMA J. HOWARD,

WITTIAM P. BURCHER,
Justice of the Peace."

Summons was issued for the anpearance of the defendant on the

5th day of Septembéer, on whi ch date the hearing was held.

The record contipues:
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"The hour of court being called on the fift of September
1874 at 10 o'clock A. M., plaintiffs and defendant being present,
proceeded to bisness reding of complaint there being no csul for
a jurye Plaintiffs be ing sworin by request of defendat thet plaine
tiffs and witnesses be examoned in the absance of other witnesses
request granted John Howard cax1d first to 8tand.”

General Gibbon gquestioned Howard and his wife and the record
of their answers shows that they answered an advertisement in a
~PhiladeTphia newspaper for a man and his wife to accompany Gene ral
and Mrs., Gibbon to the far wests In the words of the woman, as
transeribed by Judge Burcher:

"Tast May I seen an advertisement for 2 man and wife so I
come to town in e few days and went and saw Mrs. Gibbone ©She l1iked
me and I 1iked her and I asked what wages the General expected to
paye She seid forty dolers to & colored men and wife, but as we
were white we would get more, in the meantime given me a card to
her husband te717ing him how that her and I agreed. General Gibbon
te1egfaphed to General Gregg for referecnce."

Apparently the references were satisfactory, for they 7ended
the job and started west with the genera? and his wife, but it
seems that the 1iking the domestic and the genersl's wife had for
each other was short-lived, &s Howard renlied to a question as to
why his wife 7eft Mrs, Gibbon's service:

"On aceount of some lively words with Mrs. Gibbon."

Mrs. Howard testified:

"I was discharged by General Gibbon becsuse I and his wife
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ca1d not agree,"

General Gfbbon testified that the first day the party arrived
at Fort Shaw, lMrs, Howard flew into a violent passion and used such
coarse and abusive Tanguage that he had to interfere and order the
woman from the house,.

"I don't mind fighting savages," observed the general, "but
confound a battle in the kitchen."

Gene ral Gibbon won the case, the verdiet, after voluminous
testimony had been teken, being rendered as follows:

"Judgment: It appearing from the evidence given by the plain-
tiffs and defendant that plaintiffs are not entitled to {{68.33, but
the bi11 of lading rightfully belongs to plaintiffs, judgment is
given in favor of defendant but require defendant to deliver said
bi171 of lading to plaintiffs within five days from this date, cost
of suit to be paid by plaintiffs.

"Cost of sheriff, $6.

"Justice fees, $6. : 21,

"WITTIAM J. BURCHER, J. P."

21. "Cook's Vocabulary Scorched General Who Didn't Tile Warfere
in Kitchen," from em o01d record at Sun River, Montana,
Great Pel11s News, March 14, 1941, Vol. 10, Noe. 11,
Resear ch, Nov. 1941, Toomer,

NOTEs I have made no changes in the record wha$§soever, carefully
copying word for word, punctuation, spel?ling, and capitali-
zation, and then recheecking to see if it is corrects Toomer,
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Mary Adams, sister of Maria, had worked as cook in the house-
hold of General Custer, at Fort Tincolm, Dakots territory, sinee
1873« ©She sent for Maria to come as housemaid.

Fort Tinecéln housed about 600 people. On one side of the
main street were the officers' guarters and on the other side were
the soldiers' barrackse. The average home had about four or five
rooms, and all the houses were painted gray and white. About a
mile away the cavalry lived with the infantry, about 200 persons.

After his first home burned the General's new home had 14
rooms, including & billiard hall, reception room, and double parlore
A17 of the furnishings were beautiful, especially Mrs. Custer's
fable appointments. There was a so1id silver tea pot, cereamer and
sugar bowl, =07id sivlver salt and pepper shakers made in the shape
of an egg resting on tiny gold feet, silver soup tureens and vege-
tisQ dishes; in fact, everything was silver except the Haviland
china plates which were white with three pin stripes of pink and
green; and one set was decorated with bands of red.

The Custers entertained twice a month for the officers and their
wivese <The music was furnished by the cavalry's brass band snd a = = |
string quartette, Waltzes were the favorite at these ba’ls, while
the lancers, polkas, gallpp, and square dences came in for their
share.

On the fateful day, as Mrs, Custer took leave of the general

she said, "I'm kissing you for the Tast time.,"
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Within 30 days after the battle, the widows who had not already
left Fort Lincoln,,did so then.

In 1881 the Adams sisters came to Fort Benton. The winter of
1886 was so eold and the snow so deep that coal could not be freighted
from Belt. In Fort Benton it sold for $40 a ton and wood was $40 a
cord. It was finally decided to turn down the Jjall and burn the logs
for fuel; fences were also torn down and used for wood;. Water was
gold at §1 a barrel; it was so muddy it had to be cleared by putting
stale bread or the whites of eggs into it.

Women wore high felt boots in winter and moccasins in summer.
Foodstuffs were shipped in by boat; hunters and farmers supplied the
rest. There were dried apples and peaches, onions,.eggs at $1.50 a
dozen, flour, sugar at $100 per 100 pounds,.and butter at $1 a pound..
A1l canned fruits sold for 50¢ a can. There were no oranges or banana:
and when finally these fruits were brougnt up by boat they seold for
$1.50 and §2 a dozen. Plums cost 25¢ for two.

2
Mr. and Mrs. Dutriueille moved to Great Falls in 1912.

1878: :

Worden P. Wren (late of Great Falls) gives the following:

"During the boating season in Fort Benton, the town hummed with
excitément and actlivity; stores were open from five in the morning
until midnight. After the river became unnavigable and shipping of
inter-Montana supplies was over, business became stagnant and was
carried on locally for robes, hides, pelts, pemmican, dried venison
22, Marie (Adams) Dutriueille, Great Falls (colored). Interviews 1938-

1939. Great Falls Yesterday, K pp. 377-379. Research, Toomer,
Nov. 1941,



Edith E. Toomer Nov. 1, 1941

- 4] -
and buffalo., The Indians traded food for food. Pemmican, dried veni-
son and dried buffalo were relished by the whites, while the Indians
were extremely fond of sugar, tea, coffee, beans, tobacco and other
things brought in by the white man.
"In 1881 while I was yet employed by the Murphy-Neel company at
Fort Benton, two men came by stagecoach from Helena and bought a sup-
ply of mostly 'wet' goods. Theybuilt a boat and placed their pur-
chases in it, including several cases of alcohol,, Perry Davis Pain
Killer, Hostetter's Bitters, red ink, castile soap, and Blackstrap
chewing tobacco. The red ink and Blackstrap were used for coloring
drinks f£6r the 'injun.' The 'wet' goods were covered with potatoes.
My company sent me with these men to buy furs and collect outstanding
bills for supplies furnished to woodchoppers the fall before. Wood was
sold in large quantities to the boats plying the river.
"These two men and I left silently and early in the morning. All
our meals were cooked over a small camp fire and watches were kept
against a possible raid by the Indians. DBeds were constructed near the
boat and ropes from the boat were placed under the beds so as to awaken
the sleepers if any one molested the boat. Each of us had a 44 calibre
rifle which was kept at our side. I had $1,000 in gold whiech I in-
vested in furs and robes at most of the camps along the river.

"The second night out we stopped at 'Old Man' Kountz's big wood
camp.r He had done a big business with the three steamboat lines between
Bismarck and Benton.. We ate with the foreman who told us that Kountz
had been killed by Indians the previous winter., The Indians nad been
hanging around the camp and Kountz had ordered them off. The next

morning three of the redskins returned and fired at the camp from behind
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a tree; Koﬁntz went out and was shot and killed., He was buried in a
rude grave under one end of the cabin. Word was sent to the various
wood camps of the killing and the entire Indian camp was threatened
with destruction unless the killers surrendered. They were returned t
the Kountz cabin, hanged from a cottonwood tree, the bodies riddled
with bullete and then thrown on the frozen Missouri.

"A few days later we stopped at the wood camp built by the Dia-
mond é freight line near Carroll. Tables, chairs and all fixtures in
the 1afge cabin were constructed of cottonwood trees, Here we saw
two deserters from Fort Keough--walking arsenals--each armed with a
brace of Colt 45 calibre revolvers, 1l0-inch hunting knives, 45 calibre

U. S. heedle gunds, and two cartridge belts. The government had
posted rewards for their arrest. They conducted themselves properly
and ate the supper of boiled hominy and coffee with the rest of the
party.

“The next day our party stopped at Carroll where the cargo of
liguor was soon disposed of to the many Indians there, Joan Goeway
of Sioux City, Iowa, and J. A. Baker of Fort Benton had learnéd of my
buying trip and had bought the prize lot of robes and furs at Carroell

"Food was scarce; the boats were late in arriving, and the camp
wasg faced‘with a famine., Days came and went but no boats arrived.

Men walked daily to a high cliff in the hopevof seeing one; bets were

made as to the time of their arrival.. Musty bacon and sourdough bread
made from flour the Indians had refused to nuy was the only food, and

an outbreak of scurvy was feared., Goeway,,Todd, Baker and another

man whose name I've forgotten, and I equipped a small flatboat and

went down the river to meet the steamboat. Along the river settlers
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were living on venison and bear meat. We finally met the boat and
found 1t had Dbeen delayed a month because the pilot house and stacks
had been torn off at Bismareck in a hurricane.

"In 1878 Bill Skelton (still living at Stanford. Toomer) worked
as porter in the Murphy-Neel store (Fort Benton) and in that same year
I fitted him out with team, harness, food and whiskey for hunting and
trapping with the Indians. Soon after that he settled in the Judith

country. (Now in his late 80s. Came to the last chboys' convention
in Great Falls. Missed the boat as a young man an&walked into Montana,
Got his start in cattle by rustling. Married a mixed-blood who was
very well liked and respected by all who knew her. They raised a big
family of boys, most of whom turned cattle rustlers and some of them
served time in the penitentiary.. Toomer).

"When Bill came from the Judith to Fort Benton to marry the
daughter of Peter Vann, he bought a case of beer, a gallon of wunlskey,
and a box of cigars, and invited me to the wedding.. It was a great
rousing celebration with all sorts of food and plenty of drinks to
wash it down. To this day,,now more than 70 years ago, that wedding
celebration is still remembered and talked about by the old people
wno lived in Fort Benton at the time, most of whom attended Bill
Skelton's wedding.

"I left the celebration about one o'clock in the morning; at twe
Bil)l knocked at my door and wanted to buy more whiskey and cigars.

It was quite an event.

"I distinetly remember the first formal dinner, which was a Chris
mas dinner, given in Great Falls. That was in 1885. There were no
turkeys to be had, so I sent to Helena for 12 or more tins of oysters--

New York counts.
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"The thermometer registered 35 below zero and there was two feet

of snow on the ground. The meal was served in one of the rooms of the
Townsite company office, just opposite the Park hotel.

"Those present were: Bert Huy, who fried the oysters; J. W. Matkin
who,, the next year (1886) aired and dried out the clothing of thne China-
man who ventured into the laundry game in Great Falls in 1886; George D.
Buddington; H. O. Chowen, real estate agent; Del Chowen, his brother,
and the dishwasher for the oyster party; Theodore Gibson; C. N..Dickine-
son, who opened the first meai market in Great Falls (and wao is now
(1941) buyer for the Great Falls Meat company, and is the only one
living who attended the party, Mr. Wren having passed away early this

spring. Toomer); George Parker, attorney; George Westerfelt; and Dr.
J. H. Fairfield, famous fisherman of trout, and hunter of antelope,
deer and prairie chicken; and accompanied by his dog, Kaiser.

"There were no highballs, cocktails or gin fizzes, but there was
plenty of beer and it was used as a cnaser for the oysters. Schlitz
beer came packed with straw in a large barrel, six dozen bottles to a
barrel. It was a dinner to be long remembered, good food and good beer,
Plenty of hearty laughter and good jokes, honest friendship and mueh
hilarity. Dinners like that have long since passed as have the other
good thnings of those early days."eB.

23, Worden P. Wren, early pioneér of Fort Benton and Great Falls.

interviews, 1938-1939-1940, Toomer. Great Falls Yesterday,
pp. 7-12. Resemrech, Toomer, Nov. 1941.
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1878:

On Christmas day, .1878, Robert (Bob) Vaughn of Sun River and his
guest, Kenneth B. McIver, were ready to partake of a roasted dueck
dinner when a small band of Indians came and demanded something to
eat. Bob did not have enough food for all so he invited the chief in
to eat. When the Indian had finished he left, grunting his thanks
and satisfaction.

When Kenneth B. McIver married Viola Vaughn, niece of Bob, in
1891, they moved to the bachelor homestead of Mclver, near Great Falls

Their food was much the same as now, except that they had no fresh
fruit.. Dried fruits were the only kind on the market. Wild berries
were tne only fresn fruit to be had and when they were ripe many quarts
were plcked and canned for future use.

There was little sickness in the McIver family, but when there
was Mrs. McIver used simple home remedies. A-freshly baked hotcake
was used for earache; warmed bacon in a stocking was gocod for ton-
silitis, and sulphur and molasses were administered as a spring

24,
tonie.

1878:

Al Rowe came to Montana with his parents in 1878, making the trip
on a Missouri river steamboat. They met with no great danger but the
trip was long and tiresome. While coming up the river near Fort
Buford they were met by hundreds of Indlans on the warpath. The

24, Mrs. Viola (Vaughn) Mclver, Great Falls. Interview, 1939.
Great Falls Yesterday, pp. 96-97. Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941.
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Indians stopped the boat and demanded something to eat.. The steamboat
was well supplied with food and big slabs of bacon,. unlike our bacon
of today, but slabs of half a hog and very salty. These were given to
the redskins because nobody on board liked it., The Indians carried it
to shore and stacked it up on the bank like cordwood. They also took
sugar and flour and lots of tobacco, and then went with their load

25.
of grub through the trees, and the boat continued on its way..

1876:

In Virginia City on July 4, 1876 there was a big celebration and
a very gay time. There was lots of drinking and eating, dancing and
gambling,:and fireerackers. Young James (Jimmy) Williams, son of the
famous Capt. Jim Williams of the Vigllantes,,had saved enough money to

buy a new suit of clothes for the occasion., He was all dressed up
for the fun and even bought a bunch of firecrackers to add to his day's
festivity. Sticking them in his hip pocket he strolled around "seeing
what he could see" when a mischievous boy espled the crackers sticking
out of Jimmy's poéket and set a matech to them. In aboﬁt five minutes
poor Jimmy'e clothes were in rags and he was terror-stricken.

On that same day in Virginia City, "Cider" Nick made cider from
dried apples which he sold to the thinet& public for 25 cents a glass.
For those who were hungry and just wanted a "snack", dried apple pies
were sold at 75 cents each. ; j i
25. Albert H. .Rowe, Great Falls., Interviews 1939-1941., Great Falls

Yesterday, p. 11ll. Research, .Toomer, Nov. 1941.

26. Edith Rolfe Maxwell's scrap book. Interview and research,. Toomer.
Nov. 1941,
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When the Seventh cavalry started from Fort Shaw in pursuit of
Chief Joseph, in 1877, it was far from well-provisioned. Their chief
food was buffalo meat and bull berries. The men got so hungry they

even tried horse meat.,

The men became so dissatisfied and hungry that they told General
Sturgis they would have to have something that would stick to the ribs,.
In reply to their complaints General Sturgls told them he had sent to
Howard for supplies. To this the soldiers warned him that they ex-
pected something more than "wind pudding."

And still no supplies éame; meanwhilé, the soldiers' bellies were
getting flatter and flatter and, again they went to Sturgis and told
him if supplies didn't arrive by the next morning they were leaving
him--all of them,

The next day supplies did come from Fort Peck, consisting of only
spoiled salt pork and flour. A quart of flour was given to each man.
as daily ration. There was no way of cooking except to make flapjacks
by stirring flour and water together and then cooking them on their
trenching tools, trowels or even their tin plates of which there were

but a few in camp.

Some of the soldiers cooked the "flour and water mess" in the tin
cups in which it had been stirred together. There was noasalt. The
tin cup was set on the campfire to cook; after it was baked it was as

hard as a brick, and the soldiers dug it out with a knife or saber
point.

In marked contrast, Chief Joseph's fare for hi%warriors was plenti-

\
ful and good. There was never a snortage of any kind, except in the
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Bear's Paw mountains when the white soldiers tried to "water starve"

Chief Joseph's men. Even then the squaws dug cilsterns within their

2%
lines.

1879:

%homas Bush followed the Northern Pacific raillway, he being an
engineer and surveyor for the road. Mary Lenihan met and married him
in Mandan. From Mandan they came to Glendive, and on the eve of their
departure Mrs. Bush and two women friends were glving a big dinner.
They had cooked all day, roasting chickens and pork, baking pies and
cakes. Tables were set in a large room upstalrs and everything was

in readiness., To their ears came the sound of pounding hoofs and a
man shouting, "The ice is jammed! A--flood) All to the hills!"

Quickly cafrying everything upstairs they fled next door‘to a
three-story hotel. They stood‘at the windows watching the water come
rolling into the frontier town, a wall of snow and 1ce eight feet
high.

Next day Mr. Bush put a plank from the hotel window across to
their house; they all crawled across and ate the long-delayed banguet.

After leaving Glendive they went to live in a small three-room
house on Bear creek, as Mr. Bush had been hired to survey the land
around Gardiner. The house was made of logs and the cracks were
filled with lime. The parlor and bedroom had board floors, but the
kitchen floor was the good earth, well-packed, then water-soaked and
packed again., The top became so hard and the surface so smooth it
could be swept 1like any board floor. In this kitchen was a large
fireplace and logs were placed within. This gavéblenty of neat, and

27. Edith Rolfe Maxwell's scrap book. Interview and research by
Toomer, Nov. 1941.
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it was here that the cooking was done.

One morning when Mr. Bush, with other men, was going to work
especlally early he invited his co-workers to have breakfast with him
at four o'clock. Mrs. Bush, wishing to give them a good substantial
meal, had put the ham of a bear, which had been killed by her husband,
into a fireless cooker the night before. The cooker was a tin box
which was covered with small coals, and ashes in front of the open
fireplace. At three o'clock in the morning she awoke and put in the

potatoes, peeled the night before, and in an hour all was ready.

What a delicious meal it was, and the men praised her highly by hearty
eating and many compliments.28.

1879:

Mr. (white) and Mrs. (colored) J. K. Castner built the first log
cabin at Belt., Mr. Castner cut the logs and built the cabin and with .
the aid of his wife the cabin was covered with brush and cemented with
mud and buffalo chips. It was lined with preshrunk muslin and caleci-
mined. Here Mrs. Castner (Mattie Bell (surname) began her real career
as a hotel keeper and was known as "the Mother of Belt," even and Mr.

Castner was known as "the Father of Belt."

Their cabin was a}station for the Greét Falls~Lewistown stage line
As traffic increased the Castners added log additions to the original
cabin untlil it assumed the picturesque appearance of a southern plan-
tation. So intricate was 1ts sprawling arrangement that it was called
the Chinese Puzzle, and.it was easy to get lost in its meanderings.
This was Belt's first hotel. The chicken dinners served by Mrs. Cast-
ner are still.held in fond memory by the many old-timers who were guest:

of the hotel.
28, Mary (Lenihan) Bush, Great Falls., Died early this fall, 1941. Interviews

1938-1940. Great Falls Yesterday, p. 63. Research Toomer, Nov. 1941l.
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Mrs. Castner grew a beautiful garden and in the early summer hauled

vegetables to Fort Benton, a distance of 40 miles. ©She loaded her vege-
tables after sundown and then drove all night in order to get there by
sunrise. ©She received one dollar a bunch for carrots and the same for
one head of cabbage.

Once she was accompanied by Maria Dutriueille (colored) and before
reaching Fort Benton they were stopped by Indians who took all the
vegetables and one of the horses, After the Indians had gone, Mrs.

Castner rode the other horse back to Belt and got another horse with
whieh to brig% the wagon back home. She made three trips a week with

her produce.

1880:
In 1879 Leslie H. -Hamilton, pioneer sheepman, now living at 2901

Second- avenue north, with two companions, Barney and Stoutenberg,
trailed two bands of Ramboulllet sheep for Hoppin brothers from Winne-
mucca, Nevada to Grasshopper creek near where Dillon, Montana now stands,
A<French-Canadian by the name of Bazette bought the sheep and hired
the three boys to herd them all that winter.
In the spring of 1880 the boys settled with Bazette and then bought
a team of mules, a wagon and saddle horses. For the horses and mules
they bought 300 pounds of oats at 75 cents a hundred pounds; and for
themselves they bought groceries and 500 pounds of flour at $2.50 a hun-
dred at the Story Flour mill in Bozeman, the first/iinétin the state.

29. Mrs. J. K. Castner. Great Falls Yesterday, p. T4. Research,
Toomer, Nov. 1941.
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They followed the Beaverhead, then the Jefferson for several miles
and turned off to the east. They went on northeast through Judith Gap.
One night they camped on the Ross Fork of the Judith. In the morning
they saw their first buffalo, a lean, scabby old bull, probably one of

a thundering herd of 10,000 left behind because of nis weakened con-

dition. The mules became frightened, but Stoutenberg followed the
bull, shooting at it with his Winchester. The animal soon dropped,.
but Stoutenberg, shouting with glee, pumped more bullets into it.

The three boys decided the bull was too lean for good eating but

thought the tongue might be palatable if properly cooked, At every
stop on the trip Barney, the cook for the outfit, stewed the tongue
until they were ready to start on aga in.

Beaver creek,,so named because of the abundance of beaver, abound-
ed with the animals, and they killed one. Having heard that beaver
tall soup was delectable, Hamilton suggested that they kill one.
Stoutenberg, very proud of his previous kill, said, "But where is the
buffalo tongue? We haven't had that yet." I

Barney replied, "Well, the damn thiné petrified with so much
cooking that I threw 1t away."

They later traded two saéks of flour for two buffalo robes, and
could easily have exchanged all of their flour for rooves.

In 1885 Hamilton bought a herd of grade shorthorn two-year-old
heifers shipped from Missouri to Billings, and trailed them overland
to his ranch. These were the first milk cows in the Judith basin.

From this herd for which he paid $22 a head he provided ranchers with
milk cows at $50 a head. 30.

Leslie H. Hamilton, Great Falls. Interviews 1939-1940-1941. Great
Falls Yesterday, pp. 23-24-25. Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941.
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Lou Stocking Stewart of Great Falls came back from her schooling
in St. Louis on May 27, 1880. ©She came up on the Red Cloud to Fort
Benton where her parentsg lived. Mrs. Stewart says:

"We traveled continuously for 77 days. The Red Cloud was one of
the I. G. Baker line, one of the largest on the river and one of the
most palatial. It was a stern-wheeler, measuring 225 feet in length
with a 34-foot beam. It was heavily loaded with freight and there were
more than 200 passengers aboard, most of them bound for Fort Senton.
The boat drew 4-1/2 feet of water and was hard to manage in the narrows
There were pigs, enickens, horses, cattle, mules, ducks, turkeys, and
even a blg Newfoundland dog, besides the usual foodstuffs abeard.

Capt. McGarry was in command and he and his staff were kind to all.

"The fare for the desirable upper deck cabins was considerably
more than for the most modest cabins on the lower deck. The three
meals a day were well cooked and served regularly; they consisted of
salt pork, bacon, beans, and all kinds of dried fruits, which were a
luxury. Severzl meals were served with antelope, deer or buffalo as
the main dish.......

"“In 1873 began the interchunange of commerce between Fort Benton and
Fort Macleod and Calgary and nortaward across the Canadian line., Fort
Benton at this time was called "The Chicago of the Plains;" through its
door came humanity from the easi, west and north. Gold huﬁters, specu=-
lators, traders, big game hunters, desperadoes, fugitives from Jjustice,
good and bad Indians, good and bad white men and women. There was not

a law of God or man; might made right. Physiclans had to batech on the
prairie and make sourdough bread; lawyers had to know how to cinch a

horse, cut cordwood and pack water; the banker would have had but 1little
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place for his doctrine of finance unless he could hobble a horse and
kill a buffalo for meat in camp.

"Up until 1875 there was no social life except for a few 'squaw

dances, '

in which the white man taught the Indian girls how to dance
the white man's way.

"At one time Ira Griffin and Colonel Leaming got a big sheep
wagon&to take a party of us young people up on the Shonkin on a fish-
ing trip. When I went out to crawl into the wagon I was dressed in a
flowered mulle: and a large picture hat; I had taken an old silk dress
to fish in,

"There was a big cabin in a nice picnic ground spot on the Teton.
This same crowd of young people used to go up there for lunches and

daneing and a general good time."

-

1880:
Charles W. Black, Walter's father, brought his family from Helena

to Belt creek in April, 1880e¢..cccse

One day, in 1886, word came to the Blacks that a big dance was
to be given at Newton Shepherd's, on Highwood creek,.l2 miles away.
The word was carrlied one to another, and it was in this way that they
were aple to get people together.

Early in the afternoon Walter put on his best clothes and made
ready to go on horseback. The clouds were hanging low and even then
the wind was coming up. It looked like an early storm.. Walter ar-
rived at Shepherd's before dark and soon many others from far and

near had also arrived. Their host and hostess were glad to have them
come at any hour.

31, Lou (Stockimg) Stewart, Great Falls. Interviews 1938-1939, EET.
Great Falls Yesterday, pp. 205-209. Research, Toomer,Nov. 1941.
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Mrs. Shepherd was a full-blood Indian and Mr. Shepherd was a
white man; both were respected by all who knew them.

They had a large log house that Mrs. Shepherd kept immaculately
clean, and she was a very good cook, A hearty meal was served at
midnight, when we danced there, consisting of cold meats, cold cnick-
en, cakes, cookies, pickles, homemade bread and butter, and coffee,
Everybody danced or played cards until morning. Mr. Wood and his
daughter, Magglie, furnished the music with fiddle and organ. It was
gay music and the revelers danced the hoe-downs and schottisches with
real enjoyment. The room was large enough to allow elight couples to
dance at one time.

The snow came faster and faster,, thicker and thicker, but nobody
worried about the roads, or how they would get home. They Jjust
danced the hours away to lively music. By morning the storm had
almost subsided, and after breakfast they started home.32.

1880:

Mrs. Laura Ferguson and her mother, Frances ferguson, (Laura
married a Ferguson. Toomer) came to Fort Maginnis in the early eigh-
ties. 'They next went to the mining town of Maiden, rented a cabin
and went into the ice eream parlor business. They made their own

ice cream; they went into the mountains and picked wild strawberries

and raspberries, and Oregon grapes, to serve with it..

32, Walter E. Black, Great Falls. Interview, 1939. Great Falls Yes-
terday, pp. 283-285. Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941,
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Once they were invited to an Indian wedding. This was celebrated

by much feasting and dancing. The dance went on for days and days,

or until every one was completely exhausted. When the feasting began

Laura noticed the roast on the table and on inquiry was told it was

stuffed prairie dog. This was more than she could "stomach" and she

33. i g
did not stay for the feasting.

1880: February 13:

The article is headed "My Partner" and is signed "S. M."

He writes of his experiences as a‘"squaw man" and later when he
married the squaw, how he tried to educéte her toqa few of covili-
zation's ways. A part of his story follows:

(Apparently he traded his pony for his squaw some time in the sixties)

"Her ways were very aboriginal, but I expected that in the course
of tiﬁe they would give way to the usuages of civilization, and that
she would learn to wash her face regularly and keep her hands from
interfering with the vietuals in preparation in the camp kettle or
frying pan. ©She stuck to me faithfully for several years.

80
«e...s.However, I have become/used to her ways that I don't

"
mind her shortcomings very much any more, and I can relish a meal
even 1f the food has been prepared and dished up in utensils which
are usually washed by tne dogs or cats. Wnite strangers hardly ever

visgit us, and we never invite any of them to our fireside,

33, Mrs. Laura Ferguson (colored) Great Falls. Interview, 1939.
Great Falls Yesterday, p. 351. Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941.
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"My two boys left me about six months ago to join a party of
Indiaﬁs on a horse stealing expedition against the Sioux. I have not
heard from them since but suppose they are all right."34.

1881:
After leaving Germany, Frederick P. Auerbach came to Wisconsin.

He did not like the place and decided to go farther west. Joining a
party of 25 young men and boys, including é@ook, they left on March 19,
1881 for Livingston, Montana, Each one paid his pro rata share, which
included their meals enroute. They traveled in a covered wagon, with
_a trailer attached, drawn by 18 oxen.. In the trailer was their food
supply. Often when the weather was adverse they were unable to eat
out in the open, and%he cook prepared the meal in the trailer. The
men then formed a liﬁe, marched past the trailer, or mess wagon, to

get their hand-out. Then they scrambled for a place of shelter in
which to eat their food.

The food consisted of canned goods, mostly. For breakfast they
had oatmeal or hominy, hot bisculits and coffee., For their midday
meal they had cold biscuits with cold boiled salt pork or canned beans,
and coffee. Thelir evening meal was a stew of some kind, canned
tomatoes, hot biscuits, fried salt pork and coffee. Some times they
would get dried apple sauce or prunes.
They paid but little attention to what they ate, if they got

enough to satisfy their hunger, as they were so fascima ted with the
country and its scenery that they forgot all about eating. They would
start traveling early in the morning and continue until they found
good drinking water. Some times it would be around three o'clock im
34, The Valerian, April 3, 1941, Vol. XXXI, No. 20, reprinted from

the Benton Weekly Record, published at Fort Benton on Fenruary 13,
1880. Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941.
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the afternoon before this was found and, in the meantime, if any of
them got hungry they would Jjump off, run around to the trailer, get a
sandwich and climb on again to eat it.. After the evening meal, they
lost no time in finding a place to bunk. Traveling in the open made
them sleepy and the bedrolls came out in a hurry.35.

1881:

"In 1881 Frank Bain bought Bill Woods' sheep and moved them from
the Highwoods to his ranch near Geyser. 5Bain hired two other men and
me to put up hay and to herd these sheep. The food supplies ran low.
We told Bain we must have moréright away. He returned in a ccuple of
days with a little box of groceries, hardly enough for two or three
days. . When we complained he said he would bring plenty to last us
through. We did not see him again for over two weeks. In the mean-
time we had to kill sheep for mutton which, with pancakes, was all

the food we had. At the end of that time Bain came without any

supplies: We told him to go to town for three other herders for we

were quitting right then!

"In 1886-1887 I was carrying the mail from Cora Creek to Barker,
a distance of about forty miles. I covered that route for about
eight years on horseback. In the winter of 1886-1887 there were 22
people in Barker. Two of these, John Lilly -and Jimmy Hudson, had
theif wives and four children each, living with them in one cabin.
Barker was snowed in and every one was out of meat, so I got a beef
from Mike Larkin at Kibbey and cut it in small pleces to carry in the
mall sack to the people there,

35, Frederick P. Auerbach, Great Falls. Interview, 1939. Great Falls
Yesterday, .p. 65. Research, Toomer..
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"One day/I was too tired to carry the usual supply of meat on

to Bafker I left it at Ellis's, who was married to a squaw and had
four children. When I returned Ellis told me the meat was all gone.
His wife and children had eaten it and were very sick. Wwhen I went
in to see them the squaw was dead. We couldn't bury her in the

ground, so George and I wrapped her body in a blanket and buried it
in a snowbank to walt until the ground tbawed.36.

1881:
G. .Calvin Bower, one of Montana's leading sheepmen, came up on

the steamer, Helena, in May 1881. He tells his story by a mumber of
letters written at that time to his sister, Annie, in New York.

The first letter was written from the cabin, as were the following
ones, with regard to his trip from Fort Benton, after landing, to
his brothers' (Arthur and Edward, also leading sheepmen) ranch on
Surprise creek.

G. Calvin Bower came from Fort Benton with a young sheepman by
the name of Camel (correct). They dreve in a lumber wagon drawn by
two ponies; the wagon loaded with provisions.. At six p. m. of the

first day they stopped at a rancher's house on Highwood creek; his
name was Woods. Calvin says:

"Of course his house was of logs. Everything had a homelike
appeafance. It had three small rooms and was occupied by Mr. Woods
and his three sons. The wife of one of the sons had a nice supper
for use The bill of fare consisted of brook trout, fried bacon,
boiled potatoes, stewed apples, hot biscuit, coffee and tea, Well,.
the way we went after that supper must have rather astonished even

36. Joseph S. Rioux, Great Falls. Interviews, 1939-1940, Great Falls
Yesterday, pp. 210-211. Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941,
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these hearty people. We had had nothing to eat sinece morning,.

"The next morning we started for Came?'s ranch. We stopped
for dinner at a ranch on Titt7e Be1t creeke It belonged to &
sheep outfit and was in charge of an 074 ses captain and a young
man frém New Hempshire. A17 they had was bacon and potatoes,
coffee and sheep's milk, They were milking a sheep whi ch gave one
guart & daye. Their sourdough bread hed gone hack on thep and they
hed no baking powder. Well, it was a funny dinner.

"We went from there and fished along the stream, catching
trout enough for supper. We reached Camel's ranch on Cora creek
about dark. Our trout were very nice but Camel1's dough was too
sour, and we had biscuit for supper,"

1886: April 25:

"I have been making yeast todaye. I can make the best of
sourdough bread, but every now and then I hear some one say, 'such
and such a one had such nice yeast bread,' I want you to give me
particular directions for meking yeast, and yeast bread. If you
don't know how, then find out.

"] want directions 27so for making sponge cske. 3You are too
good looking to make good sponge cake. One of the homeliest girls
I ever saw made the best sponge cake I ever ate, but I would
rether risk your recipe than risk writing to this homely girl.

"The cussed 3ittle 7ambs are coming at a deuce of a rate.

But the weather is good so 7et them come,
"It is s most dinner time and I am watching my beking breade

Mr. Poole brought us & querter of a bear yesterdaye. It ki1led
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five sheep for him one night and a couple of nights later his men
succeeded in shooting it. It weighed 500 pounds."
1885; August 16

"A71 the ranch force is employed in haying snd harvesting.

I have to stay at/ggae ranch most of the time to feed the hungry.
"I have a Terger and better gerden than you ever saw for
vegetables, Yesterday I dug 16 good sized potatoes from one hil1,

and other things in proportione One of my cows gives 20 querts
of milk a dayes I have 150 young chickens, 10 pigs, two cows, and
some young stockes Arthur says I make the best butter he has ever
eaten in the territorye I do my washing in a 45-gallon wid skey
ca sk,

"I must thank you egein for the very minute directions you
sent me for making yeast and yeast bread., 1t works 7ike & charm,

"I am glad you are pleased with the wo1f skin., There are
some more 1oose on the prairie which I would be pleased to have

you pleased with.,"

1886: January:

G. Calvin Bower went east and was merried., The couple came
to Bi1lings by reilroad, and from there to the ranch they rode

in & desd-ex wagon, camping at night.
When they stopped to eat, Mrs. Bower asked, sotto voce, "Cal,

where is the butter?®"
He replied, in a whisper, "There isn't any."

Pretty soon, Mrs. Bower asked again sotto voce, "Cal, where
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is the ceream for the ¢ offee?"

Cal agein replied in a whisper, "There isn't any."

Mrs., Bower asked for nothing more.

The Bowers freighted their wool to Fort Benton, and provisions
for & year were hm "ed out on the return trip.

After reading the foregoing letters it is easily understood
thet necessity was the mother not only of invention, but also of
good men cooks among the pioneers. It is easy to understand, too,
why the western old-timer speaks of the food he used to cook rather

37
than of that "Mother used to bake," as doeés the modern young man.

1882
Mrs. Margeret (Watson) Chamberlain ceme to Belt with her

parents in 1882, That was a hard winter and fuel was herd to get,
if at al1. She remembers that 2 ton of coal cost $256 and the same
price was asked for a 70ad of willowse Once they were forced to
burn part of their furniture in order to keep warme. Food prices
a1so sosred and Mrs. Chemberlein says that Mrs., Yastner sold eggs
for two dollars a dozen.

Great numbers of Indian tepees clustered at the edge of the
1itt7e coal mining town, and the Indians were "too friend1y" for
comforte They hung about the Watson house and peered into the
windows, unti? Mrs., Watson became frightened and annoyed., She
heated a Targe kettle of 7Tard and made a big batch of doughnuts.
She then called to the Indians, gave them the doughnuts snd told
37. G. Calvin Bower. Through the courtesy of his oldest daughter

B1sie, now Mrs, Morgan Lmbrey, Poughkeepsie, New York,

Interview 1938, Great Falls Yesterday, pps 317-317, Research
Toomer, Nov. 1941,
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them to go home., ©She was sure she had gotten rid of them now.
The Indians disappeared with the fried cakes only to return in

8 few minutes. ©She went to her husband and complained about their
persistance in hanging ar ound the house,

He said, "Now that youw have fed them they will never leave.,"

With that she picked up the broom, waved it menacingly and
said in a tone of command, "Gol" The Indians left but they were
baek the next day.

Christmas at the “atson house was celebrated by hanging up
stockings to be filled with fruit and cake, and at noon the family
enjoyed an extra good dinner., There were no stores at which gifts
could be bought,.

When roundup time came the 7ittle village of Belt was stirred
to its depth, Cowboys rode at breakneck speed down lain street,
whooping and firing their guns in the air to attraset sattention.

At this time there was always a dance attended by 217 in their

best c7othes.s The women wore bustles under their tight-waisted
dresses, which boasted puffed sleeves and floor-length full-gathered
skirts. Underneath were two petticoats, 7Tace-trimmed,

No gir1 dered refuse to dance with a cowboy whether she knew
him or not. It was considered a great insuwlt. UYsnces were often
he1d at Mann's big 70g house on their raneh on Otter creek about
12 miles from Belt. The music was furnished by Mr. Woods who played
the fiddle, sand his daughter Maggie who played the organ.

When midnight came they served & bountiful supper of cold
meats, chicken, pies, caskes, bread, butter, pickles and coffee.

In the wintertime people went to the dances in open sleighs,
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their feet wrapped in newspapers with plenty of blankets and
guths to protect themselves from the rew winds., Irasvel was slow
because the roads were often drifted with snow. 1t was the custom
to dance 877 night and Teave after breakfast as it was dangerous
to Jjourney in the dark.

In the winter of 1889 a men named Jack, who 1ived at Barker,
went out one fine day to hunt jack rabbits, taking his dog with
him., ©C7louds began to gather and & storm was upon him before he
realized it. After hours of wandering in the blinding snow he at
Tast took shelter in a ravine with his dog 2t his side. The storm
kept him prisoner for several days amd, in his desperate hunger,
he kXi7led and ate his dog. When he was able to return to Barker,
he told his friends of the ggrribWe experience., Thereafter he was

known as "Dog-Eating" Jack.

1883
When David Graham of Belt brought his Censdien wife home, they

traveled as far as Bil17ings by rail, and finished the trip by stage
coache, At the first station out of Bilvings they were served &
meal of hardtack, fat bacon and black coffee, which cost 75 cents,
At the second station, Tavinia, they were served with & delicious
chicken dinner, but some of the passengers cautioned the Grshams
NOT to parteke of the pie, as it had appeared on the table day after
day for weeks,

Mrs., Graham found her new home to be a two-room Tog cebin

38+ Mrs., Msrgaret (Watson) Chamberlein, Great Falls, lnterviews,
1938-1939, Great fa11s *esterday, ppe 217-221. Research,
Toomer, Nove. 1941,
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with a flat dirt roof. The floor was of wide rough pine boards,
Boxes were used for chairs, there was & homemade cupboard, a table
and & bunk with a straw tick constituted the furnishings. The
food supplies consisted of a case of Eagle brand milk, a sack of
flour, a sack of sugar, coffee and a ro1l of spiced bacon. (In
my interview with Edith Rol1fe Maxwell I asked her about this spiced
bacone She said it wes no unusval thing to find spiced bacon in
the eighties., It was put down in spices, at the time of preparing,
gso that it would keep 7Tonger, and it really was very pleasing in
taste, especially to thawe who 1iked highly seasoned food. Toomer);

Berly one spring day she heard & noise in the cereek hearby
the howe., Upon investigation she found it to be caused by white~
fieh jumping over the ripples on their way upstream. No doubt they
were bound for their spawning heds some where above, She hurried
to the house for & pitechfork and tub. ThebxesuTts of her unique
way of fishing was a tubful of white-fish, some of which weighed
four and five pounds. #~he waited for her husband's return to learn
whether or not they were good to eate

They hed a fine ggrden and sold vegetables from it to Mrs,
Castner for her first Fourth of July dinner &t Belt.

In 1885, when their first child was Jess than & year old, one
day Mrs. Graham was busy haking bread, when & group of lndians came
to the house and two of the squaws entered. She was frightened
and thought they had come to get her babys. She offered them the
newly baked bread, which satisfied them and they soon Tleft. Next

morning the Grahams discovered that these same Ind ians had driven
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bff 40 head of their horses, some time in the night.

On the morning of July fourth, 1886, the Grahams drove to
Great Fal118 for the celebration of the grand opening of the Park

hotel. They had the honor of 7eading the grand merch at the dance.

The winter of 1886-1887 was very severe and many people at
Fort Benton had neither food nor fuel, Mr. Graham worried about
hig gister, Mrs. Pete McDonel1d (now the widow of Sandy I¥vine here
in Great Falls, born in 1863. Toomer) who 7ived there. He and his
wife loaded e wagon with wood and potatoes and set out on the
40-mile tripe They spent one night at Tacy's erossing. At Fort
Benton they so1d one saek of potatoes to W. G, Conrad for $15 and
took the rest of the 70ad to Mrs, McDona]d.?g.

When William Muleahy, of Sun river valley, brought his bride
home from the Dearborn in March, 1883, it was to a home he had built
furnished and stocked completely with everything necessary, and
many things elegante.

There were two bedroom sets, one of black walnut, the other of
bird's-eye maple trimmed with rosewood; a diming room set of black
walnut; two black walnut tebles with marble tops; a parlor set of
bla d& walnut upholstered in tepestry and trimmed with red plush;
and other necessary pieces of furniture, a11 bought in Fort Sentone
39 Mrs, David Graham, Great Falvls, (Mrs. Graham was buried on the

afternoon of November 16, 1941. Toomer)., Interviews, 1938-

1939 Great FPalls Yesterday, ppe 78-79-80. Research, Toomer,
Nove 1941,
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Dishes were in the "blue willow" pattern; silver was "Rogers 1847,"
and the linen from McCutcheon's in New York.4o.

In 1883 Mrs. Alexander Yule and her three children (Ev1iza one
of them) came to “ontana on the Big Horn steamboate At Poplar Point
the boat sank and the passengefs were taken to the Indian ageney
there to wait for another boat. While there they say the cere-
monies of three young Indians being made warriors of the tribe.
Durihg the buekskin "thong" dance one Indiasn feai nteds The one of
the three which stood the ordeal of this dance of torture was then
mede chief,

He was then 72id on a buffalo skin =nd covered with a beauntiful
robe and the braves danced saround him to the‘mﬁsic of tom-toms.
After thaet refreshments were served--dog soup served from a barrel
standing nearby, while skulls were placed eround the chief's robhe
for decoratione This continued for several dayse.

When the 3ig Horn struck & sandbar an@ sank at Poplar Poimt
boats carried the passengers fo safety but all the freight broke
out of the hold and floated downstwream. Among the freight wanévrs.
Yule's trunks and boxes containing woolen blankets and blankets of
8 quality which could not be bought in Montana. $She had with her
two bottles of fine imported brandy, & gift to her husband from her
relatives. She ssid to the mate, "If you will get my boxes I will

give you these," holding up the two bottles. She got her goods

40, Mr, eand Mrs. Wiliam Muleahy, Great Falls, Interviews, 1938-
1939, Great Fal11s Yesterday, p. 267. Research, Toomer, Nov.
1947,



Ldith E, Toomer Nov. 1, 1941

o8 .
without delay. |

After reaching Cora ereek in May, on their way to Mr, Yule's
stage station at Summit, the first meal was served to them by s
Chinaman with but one eye, and he was such a peculiar specimen of
humenity that Mrs. Yule was unable to eat her breakfast or any other
meal during their stay there.

When they reached their new home at Summit station, 12 miles
from Barker, sugar and flour were selling at $10 & hundred, and
potatoes were bringing the same price WHEN they could be bought at
aww,éla. .

1883
Mr. Yule met his family in Fort Benton. He had 7eft the stage

staﬁion stock tender, a courtly Irishman named Fitzgerald, in cherge
of the station. Fitz had dinner 817 ready for the‘ﬁamily, snd was
dressed for the oceasion in an o1d broadeloth clawhammer coat,
"biled" shirt, and overalls stuffed into rough cowhide boots. He
served the dinner in style. Alex Jr. recalls an expression he used
with great effeet, rubbing his handé%ogether end saying repidly:
"Will you have black tesa, greenxtea, or choeolaratee? Better

take coffee; that's a17 we have today."

fhe primitive mode of 1ife at the station was a trial to Mré.
Yule, The house was .a double Tog cebin with & dirt roof, which
ﬁeaked. The rough telk and ways of the freighters were foreign to

4la., 21iza (Yule) MeCowan, Great “al171s, Interview 1939, Great
Palls Yesterday, pe 337. Research, Toomer, love. 1941,
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he r upbringing, and she could not use her nice silver and l1inéns.

Alexander Sr, traded a 45-90 blaek powder Winchester rifie
for & pre-emption c¢laim on Bel1t cereek and they moved there,

Fitzgerald, the Irishman, went to Great Fells to open the Ax-
te11 stables, the finest in town. He came one morning to the Iule
raneh driving a fine team to & rubber-tired heeck, and his passengers
were Col., C. A. Broadwater and several other mining men on their way
to Heihart,

Mrs. Yule hed gone to the flat above the house to teach her
husband how to plow, Teaving the housework and the bread dough,
which she had set to rise, for the children to manage. Childlike
they became absorbed in play end forgot their tasks.

When Fitz came to the door he found the house in great disorder.
Plour was everywhere. He made the children clean themselves up,
sent Alex Jr. up the hi11 after his psrents, while he returned to
the hack to tel1 his "gentlemen™ to examine the rock formation at
the Tower end of the garden, as they might find good indications
there, He said he would take care of hishorses and when Mrs. Yule
came down she would get them the finest meal in the country. He
fed the horses, cleaned up the house, and sterted preparations for
the meal, When the Yules came down, lMr, Yule s’ipped awey to the
creek and caught a fine mess of trout. By the time Col, Broadwater
and his friends had finished their investigations there was an excel-
1ent meal for them and the house was in shining order,

After they had feasted, until they could hold no more, they
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were stowed away for the.night. How room enough was found for
them in thet 7ittle cabin it is hard to say, but that is the way
it was done in the early days, no matter how many came to eat or
to spend the night.

Alex Jr, recalls that Col. Broadwater, one of Mont ana's noted
cepitalists, wore a blaek broadeloth coet and vest and overalls.
He had a huge gold chain fastened to & buckskin string. That is
how the y used to dress.

The garden near the Yule house had wonderful black loam soi?
and produced fine fruit‘and vegetables, Water for irrigation was
brought by a ditch from Belt creek., After the railroad was built,
the Greet Northern shortline to Neihart, trainloads of pz§€ze from

Neihart used to come to Yule's for strawberry festivals,

1884: :
One day when E17a Evans' mother was baking bread & man, evident

1y insane, walked into the house and anmounced that he was "hungered
Wwith that he sat down and repeated that he was "hungered."™ MNrs,

Bvans was terribly frightened for she and the baby were alone. She

t0o1d him that she had no bread, that she was just baking some,

The stove started to smoke and filled the room until it became

unbearable. Mrs. Lvens picked up the baby (El1la) and went outside

until the smoke eleared away, but the man sti1ll sat there.

41b, Alexander Yule Jr., Great Falls. Interview, 1939, Great
Pal11s Yesterday, pp. 369-371. Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941,
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She cut a thick slice from a large ham, fried it, and gave it
to the man with half a loaf of bread as soon as she took it from
the oven. He ste the food ravenously, walked out without even &
"thank you" and Wezg to H. P« Ro1fe's where he.repeated his

"hungered" appeale.

1884;

Chris N. Dickinson eame from Toma to Great ¥a71s in 1884 and
estab’ished a meat market, the first in town. He used to travel
.on horgseback all over the country looking for beef cattle. At
that time were were not more than five white women from Belt creek
to Chestunut valley.

Bi77y Muleahy had & place at the mouth of Deep ereek; he had
hauled Tumber from Prickly Pesr and built a house there in 1878,

Mr. Pickinson was short of beef and was riding around to buy
when he overtook Mr. Mulecahy near Sand Coulee. He to01d Mulecahy
who he was and said he wes short of beef. Men didn't 7ike to sell
their brands and often beef was hard to bhuye.

Mr. Yickinson %told Muleashy he understood he had some good dry
cows and it would be an accommodation if he (Dickinson) could dbuy
them, Mulcahy hesitated, but finally said he would sell for 35
a hesd--a big price at that time, Dickinson s2id he would take
six headl. Muleshy asked if he had any money and Dickinson replied

blank
that he had an sccount in the Benton bank, but had no/echecks with

42, E'a (Evans) Anthony (Mrs. Erasmus T. Anthony, Great Falls).
Interviews, 1939-1940-1941, Toomser., Grest Yalls Yesterday,
P. 44. Research, Toomer, Nov, 1941,
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him, They saw a piece of brown wrapping paper by the roadside;
on this was written the cheek for $270, Yhen the canceled cheeck
was returned it bore the endorsement of every government ageney
and every saloon in the Sun River districte.

There wes no petty "arceny in thos days; there were no Tlocks
on the doors and the Tateh-string was always out to friend and
strenger alike, If one came to a house and the owner was away,
ke was supposed to make himself at home, fed and bed his horse,
cook his own meal and sleep in the bed-~but there was one un-
written law, however--the dishes must be washed--and that 7aw was
seldom broken, The old-timer was offended if you passed that way
and didn't stop for a visit and a meal, and stay a1l night if
you cou'ld be talked into it.és.

When "Nigger" Mary Fields came to lMontana in 1884 to be with
her beloved Mother &madeus at St. Peter's mission (near Cascade in
Sulliven valley), she came to spend her whole colorful 1ife in this
states After leaving the mission she took up residenee in Cascade,
where she opened a restaurant which Tasted onvy ebout ten months
because she gave away too many free meals to cowboys who were broke,
or pretended to have empty pockets,

She was often hired by residents to eare for their children
when the psrents were out. Regularly she charged $1.50 for her
‘serviees and then spent the money for fruit to give to the children
43, Chris N. Dickinson, Great Fel1s, (Now buyer for the Great

Palls Meat company)e. Interviews 1939-1941, Great Falls Yes=-
terday, pp. 271-274. Research, Toomer, lov. 1941,
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in her charge., ©he did not %now her birthdate, so selected two
anniversaries each year for celebrating it, providing feasts for
gschool c¢hildren. her on’y stipuletion being that they come to her
home for the goodies,

Mary had a fondness for drink rivaled only by her capacity to
absorb its In those days, remarkebly straight-laced incsome re-
spects and equally tolerant in others, women were not permitted in
saloonse. D. W. Munroe (correct) then mayor of Cescade gave her
permission to enter the saloons at any time they were open; this to
her great satisfaction.

Her dress was charascteristic of her, It consisted of a man's
coat and shoes, a dress and an apron, under whi ch was strapped a
holster carrying a Smith & Wesson whiech she could use ZithAmost men.

.

She wes seldom seen without a huge cigar in her mouth.

1884: January:

In Jenuary, 1884, Mother 4Amadeus and five nuns came to lMiles
Citye. The bishop =nd Father Tindesmith (correct) took the nuns to
"the house of one Widow MecCanna". This house was built of Togs
hauled from the mountains at five dol7ars a log; it was neither
elean nor warme The beds were unclean and cold.

The nuns were hungry yet could not eat "the herring bones
swimming in dubious water."

A house was procured for the nuns, which cost $30 a month for
rent.e Mother St, Francis cooked their frugal meals of coffee and

44, "Nigger" Mary Fields. Great Falls Yesterday, p. 376. Research,
Toomer, Hov. 1941,
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potatoes with an extremely Timited supply of coal., Bach artiele,
ine'uding food was Timited to ten cents,

How to obtain food was indeed a problem; their rations were
short rations of cornmeal and half s dozen oranges which a dealer
brought because "they were rotten and he could not sel? them,"

Father Tindesmith one day stopped a 7ittle girl who was run-
ning at breakneck speed down the stréet. He asked her why her
haste.

She said, "I am going to the butcher shop to buy ten cents
worth of 7iver for the nuns,.,”

He took that sentence for his next Sunday's text and raised
enough money to tide them over.

1885: March:

In March, 71885, Mother Amadeus and three nuns were sent to
the Tongue River reservation, 80 mives north of Miles City. The
trip wes made in a government ambulance. The nuns carried no Tunch
with them, At one place a basket of eggs was given them, and
Bishop Brondel taught them how to break the shells on the ambulance
wheels and swallow the raw contents.

They forded the Tongue river nine times whieh, the lndians say,
"is as cerooked as a white man's tongue."

At the reservation they endured many privations; they slept
on buffalo robes spread on the f100r.45‘
45, "How Ursuline Order made start in Treasure State,” by Martha

Bdgerton Plassmann, Interview and research in Edith Rolfe
Maxwell's scrap book of her mother's writings. Toomer, HNove

1941,
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Our own Indiens ate raw meat. They tore the 1iver from the

slain buffalo and ate it raw,

It wil? be remembered that Rein-in-the-FPace was accused of
eating the heart of Tom Custer with no preliminary cooking.

There were few vegetables available to the Indians--wild
turnip, camas, bitter root, dried and generally sdded to pounded
meate.

Nothing other than mother's milk wss ever included in the
diet of Indian children. There was no Fletcherizing done by the
redskins, in faet, they did then and have always gulped their
PP

"In the early days stage stations were built of lo0gs and con-
tsined only two or three rooms, The furniture was homemade and
consisted only of tables and benches., I never saw a tablecloth
at a station.

"The Apostle's admonition 'Whatever is set before you, eat,
asking no yuestions for conseience sske,' was unnecessary for the
traveler of stage coach was always ravenously hungry.

"There was always an abundsnce of food, but very 1ittle variety
either at & meal or at different stations,

46, "Qur Women," by Marthe LZdgerton Plessmann. Interview and

research, Toomer, Serap book of her mother's writings, Edith
Ro1fe Maxwell, Nove 1941.
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"There was bacon, hem or beef, baking powder biscuits and
butter. The cooks were mostly men, not of the neatest, I saw
one cutting beef for frying, and every now and then he wiped the
buteher knife on his grimy pents. But that didn't stop me from
eating a hearty dinner.
"There was always & tin wash basin and & common towel., There
was dingy, gray looking comb tied to & string which dangled from
a nail, for fear sbwebody might get away with the thing.%v.
In the early days Helena wes noted for its lavish hospitality
and good cooks, There were no caterers then, so 2171 cakes were
homemade but they were works of art, both inside and out,
Hostesses used their best china and silver. DPlates were heaped
with ro11s and many different kinde of cske, wine, coffee, and many
other delicacies, most of which were imported.
The T1adies dressed in beautiful gowns and a7 day long they
feasted, drank and danced and fer into the night. The feast ended
only for the lack of suppiies to carry on.48‘
The first Fourth of July celebration held in the vieinity of
Great Fal1s was a dance at Gehring's, in 1885; thi s place was
later called "the 014 Yost ranch.™ It was Joceted near whet is now
47, "Repid Transit; Trials attended an Overlend Trip in Pioneer
Days," by Marthe Ldgerton Plassmann., Research and interview
5dith Rol1fe Maxwell, in serap book of her mother's writings.
Toomer, Nov. 1941,

48, Edith Ro1fe Maxwel1l1's scrap book of her mother's writings.

Research end interview, Toomer, Nov. 1941. Bil7ings Times,
January 1938,
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Gerber, a "ittle coal Toasding station ten miles southeast of
Great Falls,.

Some of those attending were: Jsmes Thomes Tee and his wife,
B17a Bel1; lLee was & half-brother of J. T. Perkins, very early
Chestnut valley stockman; Lee came in 1878; Dick Wilson; Dave Wilbur
George Bickett; Silas Beachley (1877 pioneer and the only men to
spend the winter of 1883 where Great ¥o118 now stand@) and his wife,
Telia; the Goons and their four children; Mr. Walker; Reed Bywater;
Mr., and Mrs. W. F. Junkin and babyj Gus #rickson; Major and Mrs.
Fields; Mrs, Clark; and the Swerdfegers from beyond Belt.

On her honeymoon from TaMer,Missouri (1884) Mrs, Lee had
brought three PIlymouth Rock chickens. For this celebration she
beked her first cekes ©She said:

"I had just one egge <he cake broke in pieces and I ecried.

I pieced it together with frosting and cocoannt =2nd took it to the
dances Everyone praised ite. Dick Wilson said he was going home and
meke one just "ike it."

On special occasion such as this one the men wore overalls
and Tong German socks and boots., The women wore ce2lico or wool
dresses.

In those days a box of apples shipped from Helena cost ten
do1larse Mrs. Lee made her own butter and sold some of it. From
her three Plymouth Rock chickens she raised a Targe flock and sold
eggs to other women who had no chickens, but grestly prized these
fresh eggs to use in their cookinge Mrs. Iee received 50 cents a

pound for her butter and thought it a very high price, but people
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were glad to get it at any price,

A negro couple had been sent to them from Tennessee--Lphram
and Tizzie. They hed their own esbine. Tizzie helped #rs. Tee with
the cooking and baking and housework, and Ephram helped lMr. ILee
around the ranche Colored help in Montena in those days was some-
thing to be ta1z%d about, Ephram and Tizzie stayed with the Ilees

for many years.

1885: LDecember 253

The first community Christmas tree and program in Great fs17s
were held in 2 7ittle schoolhouse at Third avenme satth and Fifth
street on December 25, 1885,

We Po Junkin and Mrs. Junkin brought their organ in from the
ranch, five miles out, and contributed the musiece There was neither
tinsel nor Tights, but thé tree was trimmed with ornages and apples
tied to the branches with sting and thread, There were only 25 or
30 persons in Great Fal1ls, and not more then six children, but they
were a11 at the Chris tmas tree; so were a1l the people for miles
around.

Professor 0. C. Mortson was Santa Claus. Wm. P, Beachley
(1884 pioneer, who had & store snd 71iving @marters where Goodman's
Smoke House now stands at Third street north and Central avenue.

It wes the first confectionery and stationery store in Great Fells,

and the first postoffice was in his store, Toomer) had had a barrel

49, Jemes Thomas Tee, Greet ¥ells, Interviews, 1938-1939,
Great £al11s Yesterday, ppe. 2-3. Research, Toomer,
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of epples sent down from Helena and each person received an apple,.

Mrs. Beachley made & 4017 out of a pil1low slip and Bert Huy
peinted a face on it, and this was given to Worden P. Wren, one
of the single men present, 4#mong those at the gathering were:

Tom Tee, Chris Diekinson, Ed Cenary, Mrs. H. P, Rolfe, Mr. and
Mrg. W. G. Jones, and the Beachleys,

Of those who = ttended the first Christmas tree, the only ones
Tiving are Chris N. Dickinson, who 7ives in Great Palls at 327
“4ourth avenue north; and, Mre. Kate Beachley, who 1ives with her
daughter, Mrs, Ed. Smock, on a ranch located on Hardy ereek, between
Cascade and Craige

One day when Mr., Beschley was away from home and Mrs. Beachley
wes alone, a drunken sheepherder came into the house, waving a piece
of meat and demanded that she cook a meal for him, ©She refused and
he cussed her, Just then Phil Gibson ran in and said, "Don't cross
him or he'17 ki71l1 you,"™ but when the sheepherder saw Gihson he ran
out and down the road.so‘

1885;
Mrs. Toretta Pettengill ceme to Montane in 1885, via Fort Bentor
in a tent
and then to Great Falls. They 7lived for awhile/on the west side,
where the higher 71and was covered with tepees, The Tower part was

covered with water and 1ooked 1ike a lake. Where the lontana

brewery now stand there was a grove of trees, where the wild

50, Williem P, and Kate Beachley, Great Ffells, Interview with
Mrs. Beachley 1939-1940, Great *alls Yesterday, ppe. 32-33.
Reseerch, Toomer, Nov. 7941,
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animals had worn a path through the green underbrush to the water's
edge. The buffalo used to rub their shaggy sides against the
trunks,

The Fettengil?s used wooden handled knives and forks, tin spoons
tin cups and plates, and cooking utensils, They brought & stove
with them from Helena and in this they burned driftwood and buffalo
chipse.

There was a Blackfeet chief, One Chief, who used to keep them
in game, wild turkeys, geese and dﬁcks, which were hung on the
branches of trees, or from the rafters of the stable after they had
buflt their new home and outbuildings. Normm71 winter weather then
was around 50 and 60 below.

The Pettémgiils also ate eurlews =2nd prairie chicken,

There were elaborate dinners in those days where the wines
served included c¢laret, sherry, Port, Lnglish ale and Burgundy.

The usual dinner consisted of six courses, and New York counts were
shipped in in barrels of sawduste

The Stockholm Beer hall served beer and hard Tiquor, and the
Volk Beer gardens were where Uempsey Inn now stanis. Caviar was
served, but you had to pay for it; 1imberger cheese, crackersm, cold
meats, and rye bread were set omt on the dbar, free to the beer
drinke rs.

Mrg. Pettengil? has paid as much as one doller a pound for
butter, one dollar a dozen for eggs, five dol7ars for a 700 pound

sack of potatoes, and ten do7lars for a 100 pound sack of sugar.
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A17 coffee was shipped in in 700 pound sacks in the green state;
you parched it and ground it yourself in a funny 1ittle boxlike
grinder with a hopper on the top, and as the kernels were ground
they fel1l into a cute little wooden drawer, which when full made
enough for the ordinary family's coffeepot.s A11 coffee was boiled
and strong enough to swim an oxe

Tots of salt mackerel eamd codfish were esten, and it was not
until 7900 that the refined smoked bacon made its appesrance.

On Sunde ys the ferry durnished amusement for any who cared to
teke the trip. They went as far as the first islend (Behring)
where they fished, picked berries and wild flowers, and ate their
piceniec Junch, By paying a guarter you could stay on the ferry all
dey amd dence as they went up end down the “issouri. The only
way of getting across/zge business section was by way of the
ferry, which cost 50 cents each way.sl.

Frances Amelia Macdonald came to Gm at Falls with her parents
in 1886, Her father, Pete Macdonald, played the big bass fiddle and
called 271 the dances. If dances were held in a hotel, it always
furnished & room in which to put the babies end tiny tots to bed.
Tots of times dances were held at the different homes, and then down
came the stoves, up ceme the tugs, and out went the furniture to make
Bl., Mrs., Toretta Pettengill, West Great Fal7se. Interviews, 1939~

1940-1947, Toomer, Great Falls Yesterday, ppe. 123-126,
Research, Toomer, lov. 1941.
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room for the fun--ahd what fun it wes{ Lverybody danced, and at
midnight the ladies brought out the big Tuneh, but it was more than
Jucnh, it was a big suppe re
1876: As told by Mrs. Frances (Macdonald) Babcock:

"After the slasughter of 1874 of Indian men, women and children
near the Cypress Hills, it was found that the massacecre had taken
place on Canadian soile. 1In Mereh, 1875, a party of five (MOunties)
under the leadership of Col. J. F. Macleod, founder of Fort Mecleod,
was sent to Montana to meet Col., Irvine at Helena to investigate the
massacre.

"Sinee six of my uncles served as Mounties for three years;
three others served for a 7esser time, and my father, Pete Macdonsld,
ferved for six years, I must tel7 you about the Macleod party.

"They 1eft Fort Mscleod with saddle horses and two pack ponies
for blankets and grub, which consisted of bacon, tea and hs rdtack.
At Fort Whoop-Up they were warned ageainst & 'spel? o' weather! by o01d
Dave Akers, the trader in charge. It was indiceated he said by two
bright sun-dogs, but the officers were not femiliar with the old
frontiersman's weather signs, and paid no attention to the warninge

"They went on and before dark came one of the worst blizzards
in history he d swooped down of thems, Snow blinded and stung them,
and the trail was completely wiped outs Jerry Potts was a wonderful
guide and pushed on hoping to reach Milk river; there were no trees
on the river but there were cutbanks in which to camp; there was not

a 1iving soul between them and Fort Shew, 75 mives south from Milk

rivers They resched the river about dark, and with knives cut a hole
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in the snow bank end erawled in to keep wammj they took turns
standing outside and ho7ding the 7arists of the horses which, had
they gotten away, would have meant certain death to the officers.
Here they cerowded toge ther for one day and two nights, eating raw
bacon, for no fire could be built, and their hands were partly
freezinge.

"The second moming they had to go on or starve and freeze to
deathe The famous guide found directions by pure instinst and
that night they spent at Rocky Coulee, huddled together, covered
with a crust of ice and snow and enother supper of raw bacone

"Then finally reached Fort Shew, where some of their horses
died, and the rest could go no farther, OCome of the soldiers had
to be treated for frozen feet and snow blindness."

"When the original Park hotel opened on July 4, 1886 they had
a big celebrations My father was to e17 the dsnces., There were
people from everywhere. They danced a7l night and served a de-
Ticious supper at midnight."

1897

"T have an 1897 Christmas #inner menu card of the dinner
served at the Park hotel thet daye These cards were daintily
water-colored by Charles Russell and no two of them were alike;
each Wady who wes a dinner guest at the Park that Christmas day
received one of these cards as a souvenir., 9Some of the present
holders of them have been offered as much as {326 each for them.

It is the ohly work of Russell's that he didn't sign, and until
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after his death, nobody thought of asking him to do so.
DINNER

New York Counts

Celery
Puree of Pheasant Consemme, en Tasse
Chow Chow Queen 0lives
Se1ted Almonds Fussian Oaviar, En Canape

Stuffed lMangoes
Broiled Fresh Tobster, Drawn Butter
Sma11 Patties, a la Montglas

Prime Beef, au Jus
Moshed Potatoes . French Green Peas
‘oung Turkey, Stuffed with Chestnuts, Cranberry Sauce

Candied Sweet Potatoes Asparagus Tips

Pate de foi Gras, a la Strasburg

Rum Omelet

Roast qQuail, Bisque
PARK HOTEY, PUNCH
Chicken ®slad, en Mayonnaise
English Plum Pudding, Hard snd Brandy Sauce
Hot Mince Pie Neopoliten Ice Yream
Vanilla Creem Pie Tayer Raisins Chempagne Jelly

Chocolate Lelairs Mixed Nuts Confectionery
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Water Crackers
Swiss, American, Cream and Edam Cheese
French Coffee
PARK HOTEL

GREAT FALILS
MONTANA CHRISTMAS, 1897,

"People carried Tanterns in those days, and kerosene Jlamps were
used in the house. Our ice-boxes were made of a large dry-goods
box, with & smaller box inside, and between the two was & thick wall
of sawdust, and the whole was covered with a wooden 1id., ¥ince they
leaked they had to be kept outside, and ice was delivered by the
ice-man who put up his ice from the river in the winter time,

"Mother used to buy honey by the five-gallon can; a man came
from California each year and took orders and then would deliver
Tlaters This can would 1ast out family for two years, besides what

Mother gave away to friends and neighbors,"

1887: Mary Macdonald Irvine (mother of Frances Babcock of footnote
52 above sketch).

S8he came to Gresot #a271s from Fort Penton in 1887, Her home was
a two-room shack at 315 Third avenue south. There was a kitchen
built onto the rest of the house, but there was no door hetween; to
get from one part of the house to the other you had to go outsides
But, in spite of 2171 this, Mrs. Macdonald considered herself Tucky
to have even a shacke.

Behind each house in town there stood & water barrel and an

52, Frances Amelia (Macdonald) Bebcoek, Great Falls, Interviews,
1939-1940, Toomer, Great fa711s Yesterday, ppe. 298-307.
Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941,
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icewbox, one on either side of the kitchen door,

One of the parties she attended was given at the R. S. Bell
sheep ranch on Box Evder creeke FPeople came from all over the
surrounding country; they were having a grand time, but when it
ceme time to serve the big midnight supper, 10, and behol1d{ some
body had gotten awsy with every bite of it. There was nothing to
serve except cold water, and they mever learned who snitched the
eats.

Mrs., Irvine said that folks had & grand time in those days--
pienies, dences, plays, church socials, eand school purposes.

She was a guest at the first Caledonian eelebration in Great
Fa11s, It was held in the Casceade hotel and the big event of the
evening was the marriage of the Ysndy Gordons.

When the grist mi171 was finished in Great Falls, a big dance
was given to celebrate the occasions Mrs, Irvine came al17 the
way from Belt with her brother,: David Graham, and his wife, in a big
wegon drawn by four horsese.

79710

Wnen Mrs, Mery Macdonald married Alexander (Sandy) Irvine in 1910
he had been in Americs for 43 years, ihen he died on July 11, 1937

he had been here more than 7O years.

Sandy wes one of the colorful characters of Montana., He wore
a square-cut beard, a bright scarf, and was very popular with every
boflye Never in his 7ife had & razor touched his face, and his beard
was as fine and soft as silk., He was & great fisherman and a great

hunter, and his fame as a trapshooter was statewides
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Sandy was one of the founders and first presidents of the
Caledonian society and at a71 times was a very active membe r.

In Jenuary,]193%7, there was a Scoteh perty given at the Park
hote? in honor of the Irvines (Ssndy and Mary) and Mrs. Arthur
iewis was in charge.,

Pipers playing and pipers marching to the tunes of bagpipes,
and carrying huge platters of haggis, were colorful and romantic.
The haggis was placed before Sandy, and he did the honors in ser-
ving his guests with this femous 8cotch dish.

Haggis is a dish for festivity and gaiety. it is made of the
heart and 7iver and 71ights of a ce¢alf or sheep (some peobple called
these parts of the animal, the "pluck"); plenty of -oatmeal is
used to form the body, and into this is put a generows amount of
suét and onions. The whole is highly seasoned, stirred well, put
9nto a bgg 1ike an fnglish plum pudd ing, and boiled for a Tong time.

_ 53
It ist hen transferred to a sheep's paunch and besked in the oven.

188841895

William J. Crismas (correct) 1ived on a raneh near White Sul-

phur Springs, operating a catt7le outfit énd e sawmill with his
brother-in-lew, Frank J. Pickeringe

Tiving was cheap here; they raised no grains and but few vege=-
tables. But there was an sbundance of wild geese, wild ducks, fish,
53, Mre, Mary Macdonse1d Irvine, Grest Fel1ls, Interviews 1939-1940,

Toomere. Great f2711s Yesterday, ppe 143-144, Research, Toomer,
Nov. 1941.
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deer, elk and bear for meat,

With the opening up of the Crow lIndisn reservation, in what is
now Carbon county, Wm., J, Crismas, Frank Pickering, and others
bought Indian a7llotments on the former reservetion on Hoeky creek.

Roy M, Crismas, born at White “ulphur Springs in 1889, is the
son of Wm. J. Crismas; he 7ives at 2309 Second evenue north and for
many years has been extensively engaged in the activities of the
Sons and Daughters of Montana Pioneers, and helped with the organi-
zation of the societye.

Hig father's farm was near the reservation whi ch gave him a
thorough knowledge of the manners and customs of the Crow Indians.
Many of them visited in their home as his father was hohored and
trusted by them, They came to him for advice and also for help in
measuring hay when making a sale to the whites,

Uftentimes Mrs, Crismas had 10 or 72 hungry Indians at her
tables If no strenger wes present they were very sociasble, but
otherwise sat in silence.

One day a2 young squaw came wrapped in her greasy and ragged
blanket. She stayed for dinner with the other lndians and left
without speeking. MNo one knew from whence she came or where she was
going. However, she betrayed ler secret knowledge of English and
the white man's culture, probably having acquired it in some mission
school.  She dropped & morsel of food on her dirty and gressy bian-
ke t; instead of picking it up end eating it as a non-mission Indian

would have done, she leid it carefully untouched on the side of her
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plates Their most frequent visitors were: Big Hail, Push, Smoky
(2 negro 7iving with the lndians), Pretty, Avphonse, and Hairy
Mocecasin,

Pretty was angthing but what his name signified, being = big
ugly, but honest, Indisn, Hairy Moceasin stopped to have dinner with
the Crismas's one day on his way to the agency. After eating two
generous helpings of meat, vegetables, dessert, and every variety of

food on the table he leaned back with a sigh, stretched, =nd said,
"Me go Pryor (the sub-ageney). Meybe one moon, meybe two moon, meybe
three mdonl No ketchum glubl Hesp hungry! Possum, potatoesi™
‘hen duplicating his former meal he Teaned back and said, "Heap full.
He-e-a-p fu'lll" passing his hand across the “ower part of his chin

54,
to indicate the completeness of his repletion.

In 1888 Dr. Carroll went to the Ipdienlagéncy at Fort Belknap
a8 physician where he remeined unti? September, 1895,

Cooks in those days were of various colors, sizes, and ‘temper-
ments. Major Kelly at this post, who succeeded Mz jor Simmons, had
8 negmo cook, "Black Mary"™, who went on periodical drunks. Sefore
these sprees she always seasoned the food with tobasco sauce and red
peppere. She wes usually placed in the gusrd house to sober upe

Another cook, Brandt, an o7d Indisn women, sssisted in the
Cerroll howehold for a timeos One day they were having & big roast

54, Roy M. Crismass, Great Fells, lnterview, 1939, Great Falls
Yesterday, ppe 36-37. Research, Toomer,
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for dinner. Mrs. Yarroll went to the kitchen during the afternoon
tosee how things were progressing, to find the ofen door open, the
roast and the cook both gone. She saw Prandt just disappearing over
the top of a hill, going toward cemp, with the hot roast in her
apron.55.

Mrs. Mery TeRoque sags:

"The indiens roamed with the buffalo herds becasue the buffaloes
were their food suppliess The 1indian Taws provided that no buffalo
be killed unless needed and thset there should be no waste.

"Then the Americans came a27ong and ruthlessly ki7l“ed the buffalo
for its fur, leaving the carcasses behind,

"I remember one time going with my father and brothar to the Big
Dry (in the vicinity of Fort Peck) and how al1 of us almost wept ot
the sight., Hundreds of them had been killed and their meat 1eft
behinde

"PFresh meat was our chief food in the winter, but often we had
dried meat. The mest was dried and then carefully sealed in a
gpecially prepared buffalo skin,

"In those days the re was no cancer, appendicitis or ga’ll stones.
Indian doctors prepared their medicine from herbs,

"When the Indians were forced on the reservations they were givem

ample rations; 7arge wuantities of beef, beans, homing, @ nd other things

55, Dr. Yohn V. Carroll. Great ¥al1s Yesterday, p. 327. Research,
Toomer, lNov. 1941,



56

b7

43ith E. Toomer Hove 1, 1941

“ 80 -
but he did not 7ike beef, he wanted buffalo,
"There was no moneye. Father exchanged furs for flour and
other necessities,” it

1884¢

Mrs. Hosea T, Fisher came as a bride to Stanford in 1884, Mr,
Fisher wes in the horse raising business. <or his bride he built
8 seven-room house, from stones gathered 27ong ‘unning Wolf ereek
which ran through the ranches They had shipped household goods for
thi 8 western home from Washington, Iowa. <here were curtains,
drapes, rugs, bedding, dishes, sofa, and a parlor organ,.

Shortly after her arrivel, Mr., Fisher made a trip to Fort Benton
for supplies, and Mrs,., Fisher accompanied him. Unce a year, when
the boats came in, they made their pilgrimage to the riwr town for
food and other necvessities, #HMaking this 7ist of needed supplies
for a whole year in advance was no smal1? task for the housekeeper,
The perishable goods were taken home in the spring wagon and the
othe r purchases were sent overland by ox-team freight--a 10-0x
team, or five yoke.

Mrs, Fisher discharged the man cook and his wife shortly after
her srrival and then did the housework snd cooking herself, ©She
made 20 1oaves of bread at a time, 2nd this was a welcome change from
the sourdough bread then made and used by most of the ranchers, 57,
Article by Mrs. Mery TaRoque, Wolf Point; daughter of the late David
Mitchell, famous Indien trader who wes the son of D. D, Mitehell,
first Indien agent in the Miessouri river Ty. Research in Edith R.
Maxwel1's scrap book of her mother's writingse Int. and Res. Toomer.
Mrs. George BEdwards, Great Fa11s. (Formerly Mrs. Hosea T. Fisher,

nee Marhorie Work). Interview, Toomer, 1939-1940. Great Falls Yes-
terday, pe. 269. Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941,



Jdith 5. Toomer Nov, 1, 1941

1890

Mrs, Touise (Howard) Guyette was a 1ittle girl when her parents
"ived in a 7og cobin just 18 miles south of Great Falvs. Yor 14
months they saw no one. 1t was extremely lonely and they were in
eonstant fear of an Indian attaseke. Mountain rats three or four
times larger than an ordinary rat came in packs to s teal what they
could not eate They often carried off silver spoons; in fact, they
Teft nothing that could be Tugged awaye 4171 food hed to be placed
in ecrocks and securely covered.

In 1893 Mr. Howard traded his ranch for one on Sun river and m
moved his family to Great ¥o11s. There was no water in town, and it
wes bought by the barrel from the water wagon which came to the
door; kerosene for Tamps md Tenterns was obtained from "Coal 0il"™
Johnnie a famous early character of Great Fa11s.58.

1890:

As 71ste as 1890 there were no pennies used in Great Fal7s, but
the nickel had come into use by that time. When ¥arshell Tarsen
came to town he had ten pennies in his pocket. He was candy-hungry
and decided to buy some, He went into a 7ittle store back of the
lMgverick saloon and laid his pennies on the counter, and asked for
cendye. The clerk gave him the sweet, picked up the pennies, went to
the door and tossed 217 of them into the street.sg.

68, Mrs. Touise (Howard) Guyette, Great Fal1s, Great Falls Yes~

terday, ps 56+ Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941,

59, Marshall Tarsen, Great Falis, Interview, 1938, Great Falls
lesterday, pp. 84-86. Research, T6omer, Nove 19471,
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Witliam P, Harrison, city e¢lerk of Great Fells, tells of the
time his father &nd femily 7ived in Neihart. The citizens of the
mining town had estab’ished a sumer cemp in the mountains, six or
seven mivles this side of the presert Cook sheep ranch, just below
the first dam, on the road to White Sulphur Springs. When con=-
venient, whoever could would go by wagon, buggy, or on horseback
to: this camp snd some times stay as Tong as a month,

They fished and hunted end rested; some times there would be
a8 many as 36 for each meal; they Tlived in tents and had & good time,

His fether was William Henry Harrison, & pioneer miner and me rw
chant of Neihart. His grandfather was feter ﬁarrison,'who invented
and installed the first treasure boxes on the Deadwood stage coaches;
they were build of iron and could not be opened; and they were too

heavy to be carried on horseback by the hold-up men.
1890;

Harry “arnett came to Hevre in 1890, where he got work with
Ferry and Towery as a cowboy at $40 a month ahd board. The outfit
has & Chinese cook who served good food end plenty of it.

Teter on he went to Butte and found work in a bakery. He liked
baking =2nd decided to learn the business, After finishing his ap=-
ptenticeship he went to Anaconds as cook for the A.C.M. cempe Not
1iking so much smoke he left for Bozeman to work as pastry cook at
60 William P, Harrison, City Clerk of Great Falls. Interviews,

1938-1939, Toomere. Great ¥a2171s Yesterday, pp. 139-142., Reseerch
Toomer, Nove 1941.
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three dollars a day in the Bozeman hotel., He describes it as a
"handy 71ittle town in & beautiful valley surrounded by smow-capped
mountains ,"

Barley was the principal crop there at that time, and it was
shipped to Germany to be used in the manufacture of beer,

In 1898 he got a job as sheepherder for Yharles Cook, whose
Targe ranch is 7ocated 12 miles from White Sulphur Springs. A stream
ran through the valley and on the banks grew many wild strawberries.
Hernett used to cateh trout for his noonday ITuneh, topped off with
fresh wild strawberries.

"What & meal for a sheepherderl"™ he sayse.

Mr. Cook was careful to give his herders the food they Tiked,
On many ranches the herders got 1ittle besides beans, coffee and
bacon, and in consequence did not tarry long at that place,

In 1970 he worked as a sheepherder for Charles Bair in the Crow
countrye When Bair shipped his sheep that fal11l he received a check
fpr $250, 000, With his herders in tow he made the rounds of the
saloons, at each place offering his cheek in payment for the drinks,
The hartender would be unable to cash it, so they would go on to the
next saloon where the performance Was repeated, <%air would say,
"Come on, bBoys," and away they would go leaving the hil? unpaid,
until they hed visited every saloon, dance hall, and restaurant in
Bil1ings. When the banks opened next morning, Beir ceshed his check
end paid his account at each pWace.el.

61. Harry Harnett, Great Palls., Interview, 1989, Great Falls
Yesterday, ppe. 199-203. Research, Toomer, love 1941,
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1890:

In 1890 Claus Stuefen and his wife, Mary, with their three
children came to Great Falls., They set up a tent on the river bank
where they lived for awhile. Much of the winter supply of food was
prepared'by Anna's mother; she dried and salted meat and put up

vegetables from her garden. She made salt-rising bread, a favorite
in the early days. (Do you want Mrs. Durran's reecipe?. Toomer.)
Luxuries were scarce in those days, and one of their best friénds
was "Stand by the F%ag" Kelly sho used to bring the children gifts

of ffuit and candy.
1891:

When John Goldie and his bride came from Scotland in 1891 their
ticket read "Montana." They came to Billings by train and from there
to Ubet by stage, where they had breakfast with Mrs. Barrows; they
ate supper at Philbrook where they tasted their first sourdough
bread and did not particularly relish it.

| Horses were changed at Stanford and they had breakfast at the
Utica stage station the following morning. The food at the rancher's
cabin was so badly burned they couldn't tell just exactly what it
was, but the cechickens ate it. Chickens were oﬁ the table, the chairs,
and had complete possession of the place.63’
62. Mrs. Anna (Stuefen) Durran, Great Falls. Interview, 1938, Great

Falls Yesterday, p. 337. Research, Toomer, Nov.. 1941.

63. John Goldie, Great Falls., Interview, 1938. Great Falls Yes-
terday, p. 59. Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941.
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1893
In 1893 Rev. J. A. Martin was sent to the Bozeman Methodist eir-
cuit.,. At that time there were many infidels in the state, and the
Sourdough e¢lub of Bozeman was made up entirely of infidels..
In 1896 Mr. and Mrs. Martin took a ten-day trip with buggy and
horses. In the buggy they carried their suitcases, their own food,.

64.
horse feed, tent, and camp stove,.

1894:

In 1894 while William Kirchen was working at the smelter, he made
the last trip up the river, above the falls, by steamboat. The distance
by water was 87 miles. This was during the A.R.U. strike, When they

arrived at Cascade half of the people from the little town were on the
bridge to meet them as they thought it earried a load of beer..

Later, Mr. and Mrs. Kirchen went to Glacier park to live. Mr.
Kirchen set up machinery for the Butte Oil company for the saw mill.
Mrs. Kirchen was the first white woman to come to this part of the coun-

try. ©She cooked for a cew of 12 men. They were located near Kintla
lake. This lake was well-stocked with fish. One day when the men were
not working, one man fished while two men cleaned the fish, and Mrs.
Kirchen cooked them--all the fish that 16 men could eat. At this time
Mrs. Kirchen caught one that weighed 12 pounds.65.
64, Rev., J. A. Martin, Great Falls. Interviews, 1939-1940-1941, Toomer.
Great Falls Yesterday, p. 73. Researeh, Toomer, Nov. 1941.

65. Wm. and Mary Kirehen, Great Falls. Interview, 1939. Great Falls
Yesterday, p. 42. Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941,
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1894:

"I met Hank (W. H.) Monroe at a country dance at Soldier creek..
It was held in the school house on the main road to Adel; the musie
was furnished by Jamison, an old fiddler. There was an ancient organ
in the school house and the girls who could play would some times help
out for awhile, Somebody else had a guitar and this was used to fill
in and keep things lively. We danced all night, stopping only at mid-

night when a sumptuous supper was served. Each one brought a large
basket of food whiech was spread on a table; coffee was made on the
school house stove.

"I wore a pink silk dress with puffed sleeves, and the dress trim-
ming Qas wide fragile black =ilk lace. The girls then wore their hair
dressed high and elaborately, but there wasn't a bit of rouge, powder
or lipstick at the dance. Our skin was naturally pink and wnite and
we tried to keep it so as it was considered unladylike to be tanned the
least bit.

"One of my favorite old-time reeipes is that for sourdough pan-
cakes, I mixed a2 thin batter of flour, water or milk, a little salt,
and bacon grease or other shortening. I let this mixture set over
night to get sour; next morning i added one teaspoon of soda and let
the batter get quite sour. Out of this I took a cupful for the next
bateh. It was much improved by using cream for shortening. Just befor
frying the pancakes I added one egg, a little sugar and baking powdeg?.
66. Martha (Billups) Monroe. (Mrs. W. H. Monroe. See pp. 31-32 this

material.) Interviews, 1939-1940, Toomer. ®reat Falls Yesterday,
pp. 163-165. Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941.
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1895:

In 1895 the Neihart family took an interesting summer vacation
trip through Yellowstone park, wnich was quite different from the
trips made today.. There were eight of the Neihart family and their

closest friends, besides some others who took the trip with the
party.

Mr. and Mrs. Nelhart drove a surry drawn by the finest team of
horses he could buy, and the others rode on horseback. The cook
followed in a covered wagon with provisions and the camp outfit. The

6T,
trip required six weeks.

1900z

In 1900 Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph Lange (pronounced Langey-hard G)
started their famous eating place near Sun River town, known as
Lange's Corner. They served the public with chicken dinners and Mr.
Lange entertained the guests with his mouth harp and singing--a fore-

runner of today's floor show.

The Langes operated their chicken dinner place for 28 years and
then moved to Great Falls, where Mr. Lange for many years played the
role of Santa Claus for the merchants..

He was short and stout with long grey whiskers and long snow=-
white hair--the perfect image of old Szint Nicholas.. He used to take
toys to the children in the hospitals and helped the sick youngsters
have a merrier Christmas. Mrs. Lange was known to all as Mrs. Santa
Claus.68.

67. James L. Neihart, founder of Neihart. Great Falls Yesterday,

pPp. 294-297. Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941.

68. Rudolph Lange of Lange's Corner, and later of Great Falls. Great
Falls Yesterday, pp. 213-214, Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941.
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1900z
At a whist party given by Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Green in Fort
Benton, Gus Senieur carried home a large nutmeg grater as a trophy of

69.
his skill at whist, .

19213
Five hundred cars, or about 20,000 tons, of ice have been shipped
from Minnesota to the Havre and Butte divisions of the Great Northern

T70.
this winter, to make up for the lack of ice due to the mild winter,

1928:

One of the famous social events of the Flint ereek valley area,
the annual fish fry which in days gone by has attracted as many as
1,500 diners, is about to be revived after a suspension of 12 yearé}328)
it was stated by H. A. Murphy of Philipsburg,,a prominent member of the
Flint Creek Valley Sportsmen's club.

"The fry," Murphy said, "will bé@eld on July 11 at Gillis's bridge
on Lower Rock creek, about 14 miles west of Philipsburg. Serving will
start at five p. m. A#fish fry consists of bacon, mountain trout, fried
potatoes, pickles, cabbage salad, ice eream and cookies. There is usu-
ally an orchestra on hand to provide dance musie, and after the banquet

everybody is expected to join in the whirl.,"

The size of the ecrowd that is anticipa%ed is indicated by the fact
that a staff of fishermen, 50 in number, recently started fishing the
waters of east fork, middle fork, and Ross' fork of Rock creek, to ac=
cumulate an adequate supply of fish., These fish, almost as soon as
69. River Press, Fort Benton, February 19, 1900. February 19, 1941, Vol

LXI, No. 18, Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941.

70. River Press, Fort Benton,.February 26, 1921. February 26, 1941, Vol

LXI, No. 19. Report of the General Supt. of the Great Northern at
Great Falls, W. R. Smith. Researen, Toomer, Nov. 1941,
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caught, afe clapped into the freezing plant at Kelly's market at Hall.
This is an "instaﬁm—freezing“ plant, a method of preservation that is
widely practiced and which has the endoreement of the federal govern-
ment, It is not only safe but it also preserves the flavor of fish,
flesh, fowl, fruit or vegetable that is frozen instantly.

"Bring cup, knife, fork and spoon,” Murphy said. "We expeet to
have the happiest, jolliest erowd of Mohtanans that eve£ assembled
out of doors at our fish fry. It is an interesting sight to wateh the
cooks as they maneuver their pans of fish across the lengthy cooking
range., The fish atart at the warm spot. When they reach the hot
spot they are done.. It takes Jjudgment and skil})l. Every fisherman
knows that the flavor of Rock creek fish in unequalled in the moun-
tains of the west."7l.
1935: {
"evee.e..Unless some authentic record has been kept of these in-
dividﬁals (Northweét ploneers bbrn in the sixties) and their activi-
ties, coming generations will know less of their having lived than
than they will of the uncountable herds of buffalo whose lives were
spent on this same terrain,, but whose skulls were more enduring. Thgy
will have joined the great majority who have gone 'to that bourne from
which no (cowboy) returns.' It is a 'Consummation devoutly to be
wished' that,,all there, we will again hear the welcome cry of the
71. Great Falls News, July 5, 1940, Vol..9, Neo. 27. "0ld Fish Fry
Fete Revived--Famous Flint Creek Valley Social Event to be Held
after Twelve year Interval:" (in 1928) by H. A. Murphy of Philips

burg, prominent member of Flint Creek Valley Sportsmen's club..
Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941.
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t 1

roundup cook at 3:30 a. m.--'Ro-0-0ll out,' 'Grub pile,' 'Come 'n

get it,'--that we will again saddle and mount our knowing steeds

and go together on circle." i
"The horse and mule live thirty years

And nothing know of wines or beers.

The goat and sheep at twenty die

And never tasted Seotch or Rye.

The cow drinks water by the ton

And at eighteen is mostly done.

The dog at fifteen cashes in

“ithout any aid from rum or gin.

The cat in milk and water soaks

And then in twelve short years it croaks.
The modest, sober, bone-dry hen

Lays eggs for nogs, then diles at ten.
A1l animals are strictly dry

They sinless live and swiftly die.

But sinful, ginful, rum-soaked men,
Survive for three score years and ten.
And some of us, the mighty few,

Stay pickled 'till we're ninety-two.73.

72, From an autobiographical sketeh by E. L. Dana, prominet stock-
man of Adel, entitled "The Spirit of the Unconquerable West,"
written at the request.of John Clay & company of Caicago, for
"Live Stock Markets." Interview 1939, Great Falls Yesterday,
pp. 187-188. Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941.

73. Great Falls News, January 31, 1941, ¥ol. 10, No. 4.
Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941.
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Charles Bauer, of Great Falls, says the foregoing poem is b %)
wet." Charles is a good friend of Jimmy Angel, of Dupuyer, who has
the attractive little eating place on the right hand side of the

highway, the last building, going north. Theplace where the cages of
wild animals amuse those who stop for refreshmenaét Jimmy's.

Jimmy has beer also, and each time a glass is drawn the foam and
overflow is carefully caught in a bucket, instead of letting it go
down through the drain as is usually done. One day Charles asked
Jimmy why all this extra work, and Jimmy said:

"Well, Charles, if you'd stick around until between £iw o'clock
and six this evening, you would see for yourself. But since you won't

be here I'11 tell you. We have a very fine milk cow and she is a pet
as well, Late in the evening, before our supper time, she comes to

the back poreh and with her front foot knocks on the porch floor until
we answer her. Our answer 1s this bucket of beer, and if there is but
little in the bucket I draw some more, so she will have a good drink.
It is a dail\ bit of hers, winter and summer., Boy, she sure likes
her beer. So far as I can see it has never hurt her in the least." b

"In 1886 to 1888 I was riding with the DT outfit (Day's outfit).
The only gpices our roundup cook had to do with were salt, pepper and
cinnamon., We had no beef; Jjust smoked bacon. There was no tea, but
plenty of strong black coffee boiled in a big pot over the camp fire.
Iron bars were put across the camp fire, very much like the grill of

T4. Jimmy Angel, Dupuyer. By Charles Bauer, Great Falls. Interview,
by Toomer, Nov. 1941.
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today. Breakfast on roundup is very early, and by nine or ten the
cook, with the help of the cavvy herder, is ready to move on to the
next camp, where the midday meal, supper and camp for that night are
made. The cook's job was anything but easy, when you stop to think he
had to cook breakfast for between 30 and 40 lean, hungry cowboys, then
wash his dishes and pack up and move on to the next place to have din-
ner ready by noon. |

"The coffee was the famous old brand,,Arbuckles'; we had plenty of
beans and sourdough biscuits, all cooked in Dutch ovens, on our ‘grill’.
The Dutch ovens had flat l1lids with an upstanding rim around them which

kept the not coals from rolling off the top of the oven.

"We had tin plates, cups, spoons, and wooden handled knives. All
cookihg utensils, outside the Dutech ovens, were of the famous Neidring-

héus galvanized ware, called German galvanized ware.

"We had no camp stools, or chairs, or benches. We grabbed our
eating tools, marched by the mess pots and took what we wanted; we then

squatted on our heels and ate, or stood up.

"Our sweets were stewed prunes or dried apples, sweetened with
black; coarse, brown sugar.

"One of our favorite -messes was 'Bitch in the Sack.' The cook took
stale bread, raisins, rice and hot water amd stirred it all together.
This was then put into a bag, tied shut, and plunged into a pot of boil-

ing water where 1t cooked until it looked like the damn bag would burst.
It was mighty fine eating and we were always glad to hear that the cook

was cooking 'Bitech in the Sack.'
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"Some times we had the good fortune to stay in one camp for two
days. Then the cavvy herder and perhaps & cowboy dug a deep pit
close by the cook wagon. A deep bed of coals was then prepared, while
two other cowboys killed a eritter. The head was severed and put into
the pit on top of the deep bed of red hot coals; hot coals were heaped

over and around the head and it was left there all night. Next day
we had the critter's head for our dinner.

"Sounds like it might be pretty messy, but it was delicious.

The all-nignt cooking over the hot coals caused the skin to crack
open; the tongue was easlly peeled, the brains were thoroughly cooked,
and every morsel of meat on the head was greedily eaten. We were glad
of a change of menu,.

"Meanwhile the eritter had been dressed out,. cooled, and then
rolled in big canvas and carried in the mess wagon; it didn't last
very long however. If trees were close by, the carcass was suspended
from the limbs, and then wrapped in the canvas again when the outfit
moved on.zs.

(Verbatim):

America consumes more potatoes than it raises and thousands and
thousands of bushels are imported each year., Most of these are "new"
potatoes from Cuba, the Bahama Silands, Puerto Rico and Bermuda.‘The;e
potatoes come into our markets in late winter and early spring. 0ddly

enough these potatoes appear quite different from those raised in

75. Sid Willis, The Mint, Great Falls. Interview by Toomer,, Nov.
1941,
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our northern and central states, yet they are grown from the same seed.
The size, character and flavor vary greatly according to climate and
soll; seed potatoes from one district may produce tubers of a very
different sort when planted in another district.

A good example of this are the famous Idaho potatoes,, which pos-

gess gualities not found in potatoes from any other section. Grown

in certain volcanle ash soils of Idaho and Montana, they frequently
welgh several pounds each and are especially sulted for baking. No
other potatoes in the world equal them in this respect.76‘

Mrs. Maxwell says that "Bitch in the Sack" is very much like
"Plum Duff" which was made of raisins and boiled in & sack in the early
days in thé homes, When young bulls and lambs were castrated,, the
"fries" were considered one of the greatest of delicacies; as were
the chitterlings.77.

SEE "My Life on the Range," by John Clay. pp. 351-352. Inter-
TS,

eating items about stockmen's food.
79.

SEE Yellowstone Kelly's book, where he tells of "buffalo ribs."
; S

SEE "America Cooks," pp. 485-504 inclusive. Excellent material.

76. "Foods America Gave the Wérld," by A. Hyatt Verrill. Appendices in col-

laboration with Otis W, Barrett, D. Se¢. L. C. Page & Co., Inec., Boston,
Publishers, 1937. Printed by The Colonial Press Inc., Clinton, Mass.
pp. 30-31. Only place in this excellent book where Montana is mentioned
Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941,

T7. Edith Rolfe Maxwell, Great Falls. Interview, Toomer, Nov. 1941,
78. "My Life on the Range," by John Clay, 1924. Privately printed, Cnicago.

79.
80.

pp. 351-352., Research, Toomer, Nov. 1941.

Yellowstone Kelly's book.

"America Cooks," by the Browns, Cora, Rose and Bob, 1940. Publishers,
We W. Norton & Co., Inec., 7O Fifth avenue, N. Y. Printed in the U. S.A.
for the publishers by Quinn & Boden company, Ine., Clinton, Mass..

See Chapter on Montana, pp. 485-504. Research, Toomer. Nov. 1941.
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In the middle and eastern states very little is known about the
operation of big sheep and cattle ranches. I tnink, perhaps, more
is known about the "outside" activities, than the heart of a big
outfit--the cook, in her kitchen and dining room domain., As far as
I can find there 1is no printed artiéle on the subject.

Several years ago, when first coming to the Treasure State,,I had
occasion to live for awhile on one of the biggest sheep ranches in
Montana. It was the first of February, the snow was more than walst-
deep, and the thermometer had gone so far down it couldn't get back
up--56 below on this ranch.

The chore boy had thirteen fires to build each morning, which
included the big kitchen range, the dining room stove, and eleven
others strung around on the ranch. He milked eleven cows, fed 100
pigs, took care of 350 young hens,/:n%lock of turkeys; he cooked a
hot mash for the pigs, chickens and turkeys during this extremely
subnormal weather. He made more than sixty pounds of butter each
week, and averaged close to 300 eggs daily. He had a cart which was
drawn back and forth from the barn to the milk house, twice a day;

in it were the huge milk cans; in the milk house were the cream
separator, the butter making things, a milk trough through which
ice-cold spring water always flowed. Here he kept thne delieclous
ice-cold buttermilk, the whole milk for the table, the skim milk,
and the thick yellow cream.

Immediately after breakfast he took the cook's order for the
day's meals; excepting of course, the meat, which was ordered for only

one meal at é¢ime, and immediately following each meal the order for

the naxt was taken..
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got up around at 3:30 a. ms In the winter fires were to be built
and in the summer, other things occupied his time. His was a life
to be envied by no one in the world.

The garage, which held three cars and a truck, the ranch hands'
shower bath, and the blacksmith shop, occupied a long bullding next

to the big bunkhouse. The ranch house was on the west side of a
square, the bunkhouse on the south, and the garage bullding on the
east, while occupying the center of this court was the woodpile.
It was so blg and so high it was impossible to see over it from any
of the buildings.

In the basement of the "big house" was the electric light plant,
and the cellar for canned'goéds. Dire;tly gsouth of the kitchen door

was théfommlssary, the cold:storage plant for freeh and cured meats,
the butcher shop, the ice house and the Boss's office.

In the buteher shop the chore-boy cut the rcasts, chops, stews
and steaks aceording to the cook's orders; there the bacon and nam wer:
sliced for breakfast; there the ice was gotten in summer time for the
iced tea and iced éoffee and homemade ice cream;théré%he 100 pound
sack of flour, or sugar, the cereals, coffee, tea, ma;aroni, spag-
hetti, rice, hominy, dried fruits, honey, flavoring extracts, salt,
and other spices, soap, etc. were brought to the kitchen on cook's
orders by the cnore-boy.

The lard, hams, and bacon were brought from the smoke house which
sat high on a rise north of the "big house." Not far from it was the
immense root ceellar, housing tons of potatoés, turnips, parsnips,

carrots, onions, garlic, and rutabagas. Close by was the great

cabbage plt, which held a thousand heads. In the root cellar also was
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the luscious homemade sauerkraut, two 50-gallon barrels of it. In the
smoke house were the barfels of pickled pigs' feet, 80 or 90 paunches
of head cheese,,and as many pig tails, to be eaten on some c¢old day with
some of the sauerkraut. Here, too, was kept the tier upon tier of home-
made lard in great 50-gallon crocks, long milk cans, and smaller buckets
to be distributed to the sheepherders caring for the 20,000 sheep..

I will give you the cook's duties for one day during lambing time.
She arose at four a. m. The fire was going good in the kitchen range..
She put the coffee in two huge pots holding 30 cups each; next she stir-
red up the first bowl of hot cake batter--two gallons of it. The next
step was to break 60 or 70 eggs onto two immense granite platters; then
two large griddles were put on the stove to heat--each one holding 16
pancakes. Then the high platter of bacon was laid in large dripping

pang, to be s8lid into a hot oven at the last minute.

Next she took another two-gallon bowl and made her second batch
of hot cake batter; she used one egg to each man in mixing up her batter,
with plenty of sour cream and melted butter--it was no wonder she had to
make four gallons of the stuff,

Then she put the plates of butter, the pitchers of syrup, which had
been heated in the warming oven of the big range, plates of cookies, or
coffee cake (all homemade) glasses of jelly, great bowls of stewed fruit,
and packages of eight or ten different kinds of dry cereal,/zggeral half-
gallon pitchers of pure cream on the two long tables, which had been set
with plates, cups, saucers, silver, cereal bowls, and sauce dishes, the
nigh£ befores Many times there would be stacks of plain and sugared

doughnuts and sponge cake instead of the cookies and coffee cake.
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Back to the kitchen then, where the catmeal was stirred, the

coffee pushed back, and two immense Dutch ovens set in their place.
Into these went a thin layer of melted butter. Now she started
rrying hotecakes, ,and very carefully they were piled into the Dutch
ovens, After one oven was full it was time to ring the first break-
fast bell at 5:45. Things began to really hum in the "big house"
kitchen then. One griddlé: was removed, to make way for‘two enormaus
iron skillets in whiech to fry the eggs--in pure butter. After the
first two skillets of eggs came out, the bacon was slipped into the
hot oven, and then things happened so fast it would be nard to tell
about it. The second bell peajed out into the clear frosty air and
25 men came tumbling pell-mell out of the bunkhouse into the big
dining room. The food which had taken two hours to prepare and per-
fect was eaten in just exaetly eleven minutes.

As each one finished he brought his "set-up" to the kitchen,
gseraped his plate aua emptied his cup inté a bucﬁet, then he flled
out, without so much as a"Good-morning" to the cook.

There would be lunches to put up for the "bunch-herders" and the
"camp tenders," i

Then a hu;ried breakfast for herself, eaten perhaps as she clear-
ed the dining table, or standing at the kitchen table. Then orders

to the chore-boy for the day's supplies,. and the meat for the noon
meal only. Then to stack theidishes.

The next tning was to make nine big ples, a daily task, and/gif-
ferent kind each day. Driéd apple, dried peach, dried apricot,, prune,

custard, blackberry, chocolate or lemon. Whidée these baked, she

washed the dishes; she had no help of any sort.
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After the ples came out, the 30-pound roast went into the oven.
Some times it was beef, some times pork, some times veal or mutton.
At two killings in the coldest weather, 120 or 130 hogs were killed,
which supplied spareribs, backbone, chops, steaks, cutlets, and fresh
roasts for awhile; but soon "all but the squeal" was worked up into all
the goodies that only a Holianéer knows how to‘prepare. He and his
helper would be busy for more than a month at each killing, "working"
up the hogs. ; i
More than 30 sheep were consumed on this ranch each year, and at
least six or eight beeves and as many veal critters, to say%othing of
the chickens, turkeys and fish, caught in the streams running through
the place.
went
With the roast for dinner,/great quantities of potatoes; string
beans or creamed peas; buttered carrots; or baked parsnips; candied
sweelt potatoes; macaronl and cheese; or macaronli, tomatoes and onions;
or creamed onions; or stuffed onions; brown gravy; hot muffins or hot
biscuits, or cornbread; as well as stacks of homemade wnite and whole
wheat bread; apple sauee; stewed prunes; steamed rice; pickles; Jjelly;.
ple; coffee, buttermilk and whole milk (two pitchers of each on each
table) and perhaps a platter of deviled eggs and another platter of
cold sliced head cheese, or a bowl of cottage cheese.
However much was put on thectable it dieappeared like a snowball
in August. Those Swedes, Norweglans, Hollanders, and Americans, with a
sprinkling of Seotch, were hollow to the toes all the time.
After dinner was over, the meat order for the evening meal was
glven to the chore-boy; this consisted usually of steaks or chops or

or
fried ham; one large steak, two chops, mmi@r one large slice of ham per
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person. Potatoes, previously cooked with the jackets on and cooled
(the small ones which could not be used otherwise) were sliced and
fried, either plain or lyonnaise; sometimes a large pan of escalloped
potatoes were made for supper; a cabbage salad, or cole slaw with
sour cream dressing; buttered beets; or French toast and honey;
fruit sauce and cake or cookies; raisin cream muffins, or oatmeal
muffins, or Johnny cake, with the usual tall stacks of homemade bread;
Jelly or jam; and the usual drinks,
After supper was over the routine of clearing and washing the

dishes, and the breakfast meat order given; the eggs brougnt in in
a huge bowl; the pancake ingredients set out on the kitchen table, and

twice a week the sponge for baking bread was set, 12 and 15 large

loaves made at a baking, with five dozen Parkerhouse rolls at each

paking.

Once aweek, during the cook's spare time in the afternoon, when
she should have been grabbing a little rest, she made from 100 to 150
doughnuts; or the same number of cookies; every other day there were
two cakes to be "whipped up in a jiffy"; besides making a quart or
two of marmalade from the orange peel; left from the breakfast, when
they were served. |
On Saturday afternoon she crumbled tons of stale white bread and
cornbread to be used as stuffing in tne Sunday birds. The birds had
to be cleaned and special cakes made for the "unexpected guests"
wno were usually "just dropping in on their way some place" on S&nday,

about 11l:45 a. m.
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Homemade noodles, or dumplings accompanied the stewed chicken,
and gravy, with an au‘gratin'dish and a buttered vegetable and a salad
accompanied: the roast or fried chicken.
In the summer time there were wagon loads of spinaeh, green beans,
greén peas, lettuce, onions, radishes, beets, new potatoes, and carrots
to be washed, shelled and scraped in the evening on the back porch,

after the day's work was done, in preparation of next day's meals,

Gallons énd gallons and gallons of fresh strawberries were hulled
after supper; they were served in pies, shortcakes, or just with loads
of cream and sugar. Every Sunday during the summer a three-gallon
freezer of ice cream (two-tnirds pure cream) was made for dinner and
supper. A plain icingless cake usually accompanied this.

In the fall the cook made 25 pounds of fruit cake which was psed
at Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year's day. It was one of the most
delicious I ever tasted, and was made entirely of dried fruits. Peaches,
apricots, apples, prunes, raisins, fresh apples, homemade orange peel,
eggs, spices, canned cherries (dried and rolled in sugar) dry oatmeal,

brown and wnite sugar, honey, and New Orleans molasses.

It is amazing how much can be done towards making a delectable
frult cake, when glazed fruits, orange, lemon and citron peel; and nuts

are unobtainable. It was allowed to age for séveral weeks before it
went to table where it disappeared at a bewildering rate.

Once éweek the cook shaved innumerable bars of soap into a five-:  L-
gallon milkxcan and let it simmer on the stove for hours. This was her
liquid socap dipped out with a cup.

At Christmas time a tree was brought in from the mountains, and

through the holidays it graced the center of the table and added cheer to
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an otherwise monotonous and uneventful existence. A“suet pudding was
made for holiday use, served with hard sauce; homemade mincemeat for
pies; and home grown pumpkin pies, rich with cream and butter., Rich
coffee cakes, cookles, and butter cakes; gingerbread piled high with
whipped cream; cheese pmelettes, stuffed pork chops, and other extras
were squeezed into the holiday menu.

There was running spring water for household use, and an immense
hot water tank which furnished plenty for general and personal uses,
There were many electric lights all over the place, and everything in
the world to use in the kitchen and dining room emeept the most neces-
sary of all--a cook's helper.

They were long, hard days at all seasons of the year for that

81.
least appreciated of all ranch help--the heart of the house--the cook,

SEE "Overland Stage to California" by Roote for accounts of food
82 - -
gserved at stage stations.

SEE "Army Letters of an Officer's Wife," by Mrs. Rae of Fort Shaw
85,

to see how the officers lived in the early d;ys at the posts.
B4.
SEE Lewis and Clark Journals for an account of their feasts.

8l, Edith E. Toomer. .

82. "Overland Stage to California," by Roote.

83. "Army Letters of an Officer's Wife," by Mrs. Rae (Wife of Lieut. Rae‘
84, "Lewis and Clark Journals." !

i da



za@un& &ﬂﬂﬁ PR QWVﬁﬁa voen tam;iaﬂ S sﬁnm!
qu mﬁqm\" 'xm %a:q :

m@m” mw !

mﬁ v “,awwmmw od w ~ Bl
' 8TLH e 18010 a8 Yo ak’xwwm,;'mk
.a.tnn'mta'& mnm m ,Mww{t

..@{.




	2336-002-002-018
	2336-002-002-019
	2336-002-002-020
	2336-002-002-021
	2336-002-002-022
	2336-002-002-023
	2336-002-002-024
	2336-002-002-025
	2336-002-002-026
	2336-002-002-027
	2336-002-002-028
	2336-002-002-029
	2336-002-002-030
	2336-002-002-031
	2336-002-002-032
	2336-002-002-033
	2336-002-002-034
	2336-002-002-035
	2336-002-002-036
	2336-002-002-037
	2336-002-002-038
	2336-002-002-039
	2336-002-002-040
	2336-002-002-041
	2336-002-002-042
	2336-002-002-043
	2336-002-002-044
	2336-002-002-045
	2336-002-002-046
	2336-002-002-047
	2336-002-002-048
	2336-002-002-049
	2336-002-002-050
	2336-002-002-051
	2336-002-002-052
	2336-002-002-053
	2336-002-002-054
	2336-002-002-055
	2336-002-002-056
	2336-002-002-057
	2336-002-002-058
	2336-002-002-059
	2336-002-002-060
	2336-002-002-061
	2336-002-002-062
	2336-002-002-063
	2336-002-002-064
	2336-002-002-065
	2336-002-002-066
	2336-002-002-067
	2336-002-002-068
	2336-002-002-069
	2336-002-002-070
	2336-002-002-071
	2336-002-002-072
	2336-002-002-073
	2336-002-002-074
	2336-002-002-075
	2336-002-002-076
	2336-002-002-077
	2336-002-002-078
	2336-002-002-079
	2336-002-002-080
	2336-002-002-081
	2336-002-002-082
	2336-002-002-083
	2336-002-002-084
	2336-002-002-085
	2336-002-002-086
	2336-002-002-087
	2336-002-002-088
	2336-002-002-089
	2336-002-002-090
	2336-002-002-091
	2336-002-002-092
	2336-002-002-093
	2336-002-002-094
	2336-002-002-095
	2336-002-002-096
	2336-002-002-097
	2336-002-002-098
	2336-002-002-099
	2336-002-002-100
	2336-002-002-101
	2336-002-002-102
	2336-002-002-103
	2336-002-002-104
	2336-002-002-105
	2336-002-002-106
	2336-002-002-107
	2336-002-002-108
	2336-002-002-109
	2336-002-002-110
	2336-002-002-111
	2336-002-002-112
	2336-002-002-113
	2336-002-002-114
	2336-002-002-115
	2336-002-002-116
	2336-002-002-117
	2336-002-002-118
	2336-002-002-119
	2336-002-002-120
	2336-002-002-121
	2336-002-002-122
	2336-002-002-123
	2336-002-002-124
	2336-002-002-125
	2336-002-002-126
	2336-002-002-127
	2336-002-002-128
	2336-002-002-129
	2336-002-002-130
	2336-002-002-131

