
Vfith a finality that comes only from knowi ng whereof one tal ks , 

w. P. Romans , secretary of t he a gricultural bureau of t he Chamber of 

Corrnnerce , sett l ed the controversy among congres sme n as to whi ch state 

produces the best app l es for making apple pi es . 

r . Romans' fina l verdict is t hat t he qualit y of appl e pies is 

due a l most ent i re l y to the work of t he cook . He has been reco gnized 

as an expert on apples since the days of t he old apple s hows and inter­

stat e fairs, and dra- s on his many years of service to agriculture and 

t he apple bus i ne ss to expl a i n j ust what is a good appl e pi e . 

"The first e ssential to making a good pie is to have s ome one1 

who knows how t o make it" , Mr . Romans sai d today . "Making an apple pie 

is s omethi ng more t han mere l y putting appl es into t he pi e she ll . The 

real apple pie must have sugar added i n just the right proportion and 

spices to o. 'l'he propo tion depends s omewhat mn the appl es used, but 

t he appl e pie bakers ' art knows how to bring out the delicate f l avor 

of the ap ple by a proper applicat i on of t hese ingredients . 

"I f the congres smen who t hi nk New York, Hchi gan, Ohi o, or Virginia 

apples are t he only ones for pie , eat some pi es made by a real co ok who 

knows her spices a nd how t o use t hem to bring out the evasive apple 

f' l vors , they will want more of them. 

"The i mportant part of t his controve r sy is t hat through i gnorance 

of varieties of apples , many people have not used the right apples or 

not the ri ght appl es at the ri ght time for making t heir pies . And then 

they b l ame the state that r aises them. 

"The Delicious apples are unsurpas sed for eati ng. But as a cooki ng 

app l e or fo r pi es t hey a e not the best. But it's place is on the table 

as an eating apple , and t he , e it should stay. Easterners pay fancy 

prices for large red Delicious apples because of t he superb f l avor . 



"Delicious appl es a e not gene.t"ally r aised in the es.st . The eastern 

varieties , many of whi ch do well in the West, are al l cooking varieties . 

We too have cooking va ieties . There are Bananas , Romes , and Winesaps . 

But one must not use the iiinesaps unti l lat e winter, for a ny pur pose • 

the Romes e.nd Bananas being l at e fal l and early winter a ppl es . An apple 

is picked before it i s perfectly ripe ; otherwise i t would not keep into 

winter . " 
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