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An Inventory of Montana
Irrigation Projects

By R. B. TOOTELL, Extension Land Economist

Part !......Purpose and Scope of Study

It is felt that very little is known about Montana irrigation projects.
Although the Bureau of Reclamation from time to time issues reports on
projects under its jurisdiction, little information is available for projects of
the Indian Service, irrigation districts and irrigation companies. This
bulletin giving the results of comprehensive study of Montana irrigation
projects presents information which should be of general interest, and
which should serve the following useful purposes:

1. Indicate those projects which offer possibilities for further settle
ment.

2. Acquaint prospective settlers, who do not have the time and money
to visit all or a considerable part of the projects, with valuable facts about
the type of farming adapted to these areas, the yield which can be expected,
facilities for marketing, cost of water, taxes, etc.

3. Indicate projects which are in need of financial assistance and
lll'ovide data for determining the nature, extent and merits of these needs.

4. Determine, for distressed projects, how other projects are success~

fully meeting similar problems.
5. Awaken in the public mind a consciousness of the place which il'1'iga~

tion projects occupy in the agricultural development of Montana.
The data incorporated in the individual project reports were obtained

largely by the survey method. Project managers or secretaries were asked
specific questions about their respective projects. Reports of the State
Examiner were consulted to obtain financial data. These reports were
supplemented by the records of county officials who also furnished infor~

mation about taxes and tax delinquency. The State Engineer supplied much
general information. Climatic data were taken from the reports of the
United States Weather Bureau. For those projects on which a soil survey
had been made, the survey report was used as a basis for statements re
garding soil, topography and seeped area.

To reduce to the minimum errors of omission and interpretation a copy
of each report was sent for correction and approval to the one from whom
information was originally obtained for each project. It is, therefore, felt
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that these reports give an accurate cross-section of the irrigation projects
in Montana.

No attempt has been made in this publication to analyze the problems
of the various types of irrigation projects or to make recommendations for
their solution. The author has simply presented the facts as he has found
them, providing enough details for the reader to make his own analysis and
comparisons upon which to base conclusions.

Part II..-..Irrigation Districts

NATURE OF IRRIGATION DISTRICTS

An irrigation district is a legal subdivision of the state, very similar
in nature and function to a special improvement district. It is a cooperative
type of enterprise, almost entirely self-governing, whose greatest strength
lies in its power to sell bonds, issue warrants and levy taxes as a means of
providing revenue.

The irrigation district laws of this s;tate provide that any individuals
representing a majority of both the land owners and the acreage involved
who wish to purchase, develop or improve an irrigation system may organ
ize an irrigation district for such purposes. The advantage of such an
organization is that it permits the immediate completion of a project and
makes possible the repayment of the cost over a period of years. This is
less costly and more productive of immediate results than is the piece-meal
type of development which usually results from individual effort. Especially
is some arrangement like this necessary for the development of storage
when normal stream flow is not adequate. Individuals usually lack the
finances for such a project and it is ordinarily very uneconomical to provide
stored water for small acreages.

Each irrigation district is divided into three areas. Each of these
areas elects a commissioner, and the three commissioners manage the affairs
of the district. The commissioners must each year present to the treasurer
of the county, in which a major portion of the district lands are situated, a
list of all members of the district, giving the acreage and the assessment
levied against each owner for operation and maintenance, for payment of
interest on bonds, for bond retirement and for other purposes. The county
treasurer collects such assessments with the general taxes and keeps the
money so collected in a separate fund for the district.

The Montana statute specifies that each and every acre of land in the
district shall be assessed a like amount for district purposes. This is one
of the weaknesses of the present law. In any district the lands vary some
what in crop producing capacity which in turn affects the ability of land



AN INVENTORY OF MONTA:NA IRRIGATION PROJECTS 7

owners to meet payments. As ... owners of the pOOl'er lands default in pay
ment, the entire burden of district support falls on the better lands. This
nas ·been the cause of serious delinquency in some of the districts. If at the
inception of the district, all lands were classified as to their capacity to
produce, and if the law permitted the assessing of each class of land ac-.
cordingly, all land benefitted would contribute something to the support
of the district with the result that delinquency would in all cases be reduced,
and in some cases entirely eliminated.

Closely associated with the "equal payment" feature is the so-called
"blanket liability" clause which specifies that all lands in the district are
jointly liable for the indebtedness of the district. So long as there is any
district indebtedness, the owners who can make payments must do so re
gardle'ss of the fact that they already may have paid their pro l'ata share
and more. While this is a desirable feature for. the protection of the bond
holders and other creditors, it works a great hardship on owners of the
better lands in a district which also includes considerable poor land. 'Court
decisions relative to this clause during' the past two years have been con
flicting. Out of the thought which is being given to this point, it seems
likely that a plan can be worked out whereby the interests of both the bor
rower and the lender will be protected.

BRIEF HISTORY OF DISTRICTS
The irrigation district type of organization is not a new thing. Italy,

France and Spain developed neighborhood irrigation systems simEal' to
our districts about the middle of the·· nineteenth century. Utah, in 1865,
passed the first irrigation district legislation in the United States. Calif
ornia followed with similar legislation in 1872, but it was not until the
passage· of the Wright Act· of California in 1887 that the organization of
irrigation districts in this country became extensive. At the present time
all of the western states in which irrigation is practiced have irrigation
district laws embodying, with ·certain modifications, the provisions of the
original Wright Act.

The first irrigation district law of Montana was passed in 1907. This
delegated the creation of the district and the supervision of bond issues to
the respective boards of county commissioners. Because of certain dissatis
faction with this arrangement, the law was amended in 1909, placing the
power to cr"eate districts and the authority to control bond issues in the·
hands of the district courts. In 1919 the state legislature created the Mon
tana Irrigation ·Commission whose members were the same as those of the
Montana Railroad Commission. This Commission was .to exercise super
visory control over the creation, bonding and construction of in'igation
districts. Districts organizing after 1919, therefore, had the option of coming
under the supervision of either the Montana Irrigation Commission or of the
district courts: Districts which were organized prior to 1919 could, by
petition, come under the jurisdiction of the commission. Thirteen districts
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Fig. I-Investment per acre in Montana irrigation enterprises 1890-1930.

were created in accordance with the provisions of this act before it was
repealed by the state legislature in 1929.

Montana irrigation districts have met with varying degrees of success.
Some have met all their financial obligations when due without being com
pelled to make heavy assessments. Some have completely paid off their
indebtedness and now make only small levies' to pay for operation and main
tenance. Some have defaulted on interest and bond payments almost since
their beginning. Others have entered into financial readjustments with the
creditors, in which considerable of the indebtedne'ss was written off. Still
others have so completely failed to meet payments that the counties in
which they are located have taken tax title to all the land in the district.
The projects which have failed should not stand as an indictment against
the irrigation district as an institution for financing and administering
liTigation projects. The inclusion of poor land, shortage of water, expensive
consu'uction'" and a false conception of the irrigation charge which the lands
could bear** are far more responsible than is the irrigation district system

·Half the irrigation districts in Montana were created between 1919 and 1921. At that
time materials and Jabol' wel'e very high. which resulted in excessive construction cost.

··During 1919 and 1920 prices of farm products were extremely high. This was considered
a permanent thing by many people and it gave the impression that irrigated lands would be
able to hear an abnormlly high water chan.e,
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.ACTIVE MONTANA

IRRIGATION DISTRICTS

Active Districts
Northwestern Area

itself. Figure 2 shows the rapid
growth of irrigation district de
velopment from 1910 to 1930. This
occurred at a time when there was
little or no increase in the total
land irrigated, as is evident from
Figure 3. The taking over of irri
g'ation company projects by dis
tricts was common during this
period.

Ashley Lake District - The
Ashley lake irrigation district is
~ocated a short distance north and
west of Kalispell in Flathead
County. A branch line connects
Kalispell with the main line of the Great Northern Railroad at Columbia
Falls about seventeen miles away. Federal Highway No. 2 and other im
proved roads facilitate travel by car. Kalispell with a population of 5GOO
is the shopping point for the project and also provides a market for con
siderable local produce.

The project has an elevation of about 3000 feet. The average frost
free period is about 140 days and normally there is precipitation of ahout
17 inches. The climate is mild, with extremes in temperature, and high
winds much less frequent than east of the mountains. The soil of this
project is dark in color, being mostly a sandy loam with clay subsoil. Some
alkali has developed in the poorly drained lands. Water is stored in both
Ashley and Sedan lakes. Until 1932 the water supply has been inadequate,
but storage has been increased and this difficulty overcome.

The gross area of this project is 25,000 acres although only 1640 acres
of this have been developed and classed as irrigable. There are 26 farms
in the district, varying from 5 to 220 acres in size. Hay and small grain
crops claim most of the acreage. Yields are very satisfactory. Potatoes
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and truck crops are grown to some extent. Diversified farming is being
practiced with dairy cattle and poultry on most of the farms.

In- 1909 this district was organized to take over the works previously
started by the Ashley Lake Irrigation Company. Fifty thousand dollars
was paid for the works. Four separate bond issues totalling $91,000 have
been authorized and $70,000 of this amount sold. There are at present
$31,000 in serial bonds outstanding. Wa1'l'ants totalling $9268 are also
outstanding although money in the treasury and money due from land
owners outside the district is nearly equal to this wan'ant indebtedness.
There is considerable tax delinquency on the project at the present time.
Since the water supply has been increased it is felt that delinquency will
decrease and the project will be a success. The annual district assessment
has averaged about $3.40 per acre in: the past. Approximately $1.40 of
this has heen for operation and maintenance while the l'emaining .$2.00

went to pay interest and retire bonds. The general property tax averages
abcmt 50 cepts an acre additional.
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The Biiter Root Group

The ten* projects of this group are concentrated in the heart of the
Bitter Root valley, Ravalli County, in western Montana. Hamilton, the
county seat, with a population of 1800 is the principal trade center for
projects in the southern part of the valley. Corvallis, with a population
of 505 lies 6 miles north of Hamilton, while Stevensville, with a population
of 691 serves the projects in the lower valley. Creameries and cheese fac
tories are well distributed in the territory. :Qanning factories are located
at Hamilton and Stevensville. Missoula, the largest city in the western part
Qf the state, is only 25 miles from Stevensville and 50 miles from Hamilton.
A factory of the Amalgated Sugar Company is located at Missoula. A
branch of the Northern Pacific railroad extending up the valley from Mis
soula to Darby, is within three or four miles of each -project. Federal
Highway No. 93, a fine graveled thoroughfare, extends the length of the
valley.

With its favorable climate the Bitter Root valley'j's one of the most
desirable parts of the state in which to live.- High mountains on both sides
of the valley reduce the winds considerably.' The extremes -in temperature
experienced east of the continental divide, do not occur hete. 'The average
elevation of the irrigated lands is just under 3600 feet. Although the length
of the growing season varies somewhat, it averages about 125 days. The
average annual precipitation IS about 12% inches. More of this occurs in
May and June than in any other two-months period;: Fifty per Cent of the
rainfall actually comes during the growing season, April to September
inclusive.

Bitter Root District-The Bitter Root District incluci.~s bench lands on
the east side of the Bitter Root River, extending from a point several miles
above Hamilton to the lower valley north of StevensVille. Over s,uch an
expanse of country. there is bound to be great difference in soil varying
from- a silty clay loam to a s'andy -loam. The subsoil is mostly sandy: to
gravelly in texture although there are some areas which a~e un:derlaid with
a heavy clay subsoil. Stoniness and gravel'outcrops, in some places preclude
cultivation, but a further classification of the lands hi the district may
eliminate such areas from the' irrigable -acreage. However, most of the
land is tillable and is capable of producing go<;>dyield'S of adap~ed. crops.
Drainag~ is go-od and trouble from seepage is negligible. Water is secured
from an extensive mountain lake and is conveyed by a large canal 72 miles
in- length~ The district also has built! and now maintains -in' excellent con
dition, an 'extensive lateral system.-

The district includes a gros~ area of slightly ov~r 25,000 acres. Of
this 18 460 is classed a~ irrigable and -about 15,.000 acres are actually under
ir,i'i~ati~n. There 'area~ present '217 far~s, on' the prOjfwt ~ver~ging about

-~hr";; of th~e are irrigation' companies-. further detliils of which ar~ g,iven i~ par;, V
of this bulletin. ,- - - ,
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80 acres each. The general farming system is illustrated by the following
extract from a crop and livestock census taken on the project ill 1931:

"The largest acreage was in irrigated pnsture, 4,294 acres being ac
counted for under this heading. Alfalfa hay was next with 4,149 acres. Ap
ples occupied '1,585 acres. There were 870 acres of wheat, 582 of sugar
beets, 505 of barley, 429 of oats and a considerable acreage of dover, mixed
timothy and oat hay, potatoes, dry beans, dry peas, gardens and the following
for cauning purposes: Cherries, beans, cabbage and peas occupying more
than 225 acres.

"There were in the district at the close of the year 1,500 beef cattle,
2,085 dairy cattle, 11,636 sheep, 3,409 hogs ancl 16,600 poultry."

Alfalfa yields 2* to 3 tons in two cuttings on the average, but better
farmers obtain three cuttings and secure up to 4 tons. Sugar beets yield
12 to 14 tons, canning peas 1% tons, wheat 40 bushels, barley 50 bushels,
oats 75 bushels, seed peas 18 bushels, apples 300 boxes of marketable fruit
and cherries 4,000 lbs.

The crop value in 1931 amounted to about $21.00 an acre on the irrigated
land. In addition the gross livestock income was about $15.00 an acre.
This was abnormally low because of the hot dry summer and poor Ill·ices.
In 1930 the average crop income was $31.00, while in 1929 it ,vas $41.00 an
acre.

The district was created in 1920 to take over the irrigation system al
ready partially developed by the Bitter Root Valley Irrigation Company.
Bonds to the extent of $600,000 were sold. Seventy-five thousand dollars
of thi~. was usecl to purchase the works. Some was used to pay delinquent
debts and the balance was required to repair the canal. Four and one-half
miles of wooden flume were replaced by earth canal, concrete approaches
were put in and the extensive syphons were repaired. It was planned to
do additional repair work over a ten-year period and pay the cost from
small annual assessments. However an unexpected break in Ule canal,.
which cost $65,000 for immediate repair, caused a complete lack of confidence
in the project. As a result, a great deal of tax delinquency reflulted and
matters went from bad to worse. In 1931 the Federal Government, realizing
the unfortunate situation of the project, loaned the district $750,000 on easy
terms with which to payoff the construction bonds and provide working
capital. This money is to be repaid over a period of 40 years with interest
at 4 per cent.

Ravalli County has taken tax title to about 5,000 acres of land fOI'merly
in the district. The total of delinquent payments on this land is about $20.00
an acre. The terms under which it can be purchased are very reasonable
and an attempt is being made to bl'ing these lands back into the district
through sale to farmers. The total district assessment is $4.00 an acre
annually. Of this, $2.50 is used to pa.y interest and retire the Federal lonn,
while the' remaining $1.50 is necessary for operation and maintenance. Taxes.
on an acre basis average about 80 cents to $1.00.
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Blodgett ,Creek District-The ~lodgett 'Creek District is located on the
bench northwest of Hamilton. The soils are largely derived from granite.
They are clas'sed as coarse stony loam for the most part. The topography
.is favorable to cultivation and irrigation. Water is taken directly from
Blodgett Creek, the district maintaining no lateral system. The natura!
stream flow is adequate until July 15 most years. Stored water, equivalent
to about 6 acre-inches per irrigable acre, is impounded in a natural reservoir
near the source of the creek.

The gross area of the district is 1911 acres, nearly all of which is:
being irrigated. There are 60 farms on the project which vary considerably
in size, but average from 20 to 40 acres. The system of farming is quite
intensive, with fruit, berries and garden truck being the principal cash:
crops. Alfalfa cannot be grown successfully without lime but clover yields
from 2 to 3 tons per acre. Dairy cows and poultry are kept on most of the
farms. Although apples now yield about 350 boxes of marketable fruit per
acre and cherries about 4000 pounds, it is known that these yields can be
substantially increa'sed.

In 1910 when the district was created a bond authorization of $25,000'
was made. Only $20,000 worth of bonds were actually sold, and the last of
these were paid in 1929. The district now has no indebtedness. The assess
ment for 1931 was 10c an acre, and future assessments are not expected!
greatly to exceed this. Taxes average about $1.10 an acre.

Canyon Creek District-The Canyon Irrigation District is on the bench
just across the Bitter Root River west of Hamilton. The land in this project
has a gentle slope to the north and east, although the topography is rather
uneven. Soils, toward the upper end of the project and near the base of the
mountains, are quite stony. Those nearer the river are less stony. They
are del'ived from granite, are largely sandy loam in character and rather
shallow. Seepage does not occur to any extent because of the natural
drainage afforded. Water is taken from Canyon Creek. In H~31 storage was
developed in three small glacial lakes. Prior to that time some shortage of
water was experienced after the middle of July.

The gross area of the project was formerly 2490 acres. Within the
past few years 985 acres of the stonier land has reverted to the county
for tax title and is no langel' considered in the district. This gives a gross
area of about 1500 acres, with 1200 classed as irrigable and approximately
1000 acres being irrigated at the present time. There are 30 farms in the
district varying in size from 5 to 260 acres. The most common size is about
20 acres. This is part of the old orchard district of the valley. Although
there are still a great many bearing apple trees, the system of farming has
become more diversified, with berries, fruit, clover and dairy cows being
included. Yields now commonly obtained are as follows: Apples-300 boxes,
of marketable fruit to the acre; cherries-3500 lbs.; clover, 2 to 3 tons in
two cuttings.

This district was created in ,W10 and $20,00{) worth of bonds were-
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sold. These have been retired except for $3500 which the district is pta
testing. This is the remaining indebtedness against the 985 acres of land
which was removed from the district when Ravilli County took tax title
to it. The warrant indebtedness of $1700 will be retired by the end of 1933.
:The district assessment was only 75c an acre in 1931. When the present
indebtedness is retired it is expected that an assessment of 25c or less an
acre will be adequate. This is possible because the district makes delivery
out of the creek, thus eliminating the necessity of a main canal or lateral
system. Taxes are about 95c an acre.

'Charlos Irrigation District-The Charlos project lies the farthest south
of any in the valley, being about 12 miles up the west side of the :Bitter
Root River from Hamilton. The topography is rather rough and uneven.
Soils vary greatly, with rich dark loams predominating in the bottom lands,

.and with gravelly to stony loarns covering the bench lands and slopes. Be
cause of the topography and character of the soil, almost no seepage has
occurred. Water is taken from a small stream near the head of which three
small lakes provide storage. The supply is adequate except in extremely
dry years like 1931.

The gross area of the project is now about 1000 acres of which 750
acres are actually irrigated at present. This is part of a private project
embodying several thousand acres, but' when the district was reorganized
in 1924 the acreage was reduced to the present figures. There are 20
resident farmel's on the project, each having approximately 30 acres.· The
remainder of the land belongs to non-resident owners and is in units of 10
acres. Dairying, the production of garden truck, fruits and berries form
the basis of the diversified system of farming 'followed. .Alfalfa does not
produce well because of the low lime content of the soils.. :Clover,which is
grown as a substitute for alfalfa, yields from 2·to 3 tons 'per acre. Cherries
'average 3500 pounds per acre and McIntosh apples about 250 boxes of
marketable fruit. These yields can be materially increased by improved

.practices.

The Charlos District was created in 1918, but no' bonds were ever sold.
Warrants were issued to pay for developing the storage system. At the
present time the indebtedness is only about 30c an acre. The annual assess
'ment is $1.50 an acre. Taxes average about 75cadditionaI.

Lomo District-The Loma Irrigation 'District is located on' .'the west
bench above the ;Bitter Root River . just northwest of Hamilton'. Soils and
topography are similar to that of the Canyon Creek District on :the south
and the Blodgett Greek Distri~t on the north. 'There are 31 farms in tile

'district, averaging from 20 to 40 acres each. The system of 'farniing fol
lowed and yields obtained ai'ethe' same a~ in the' Blodgett 'Creek District.
, This district, including 940 acres, of which; 750 is actually bein:g. irrigated,
was created in 1923. Farmers in this 'district are those having only' the
fourth water right from Blodgett Creek. The district was created6nly as
a means' of equally assessing allwatei' userS for" the ,operation' and main-
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tenance of the system. The ditches conveying water from the creek to
the farms were constructed about 1895. The assessment per acre for 1931
was only 5c. This may be slightly increased when repairs are to be made
but it is always very low. Taxes are about 80c an acre.

Mill Creek District-'-'l'he Mill Creek District is located west of Corvallis
on the bench above the Bitter Root River. Soils of the project are a coarse
stony loam of grayish-brown color. The topography is moderately broken
and slopes gently to the north and east. Water is taken by gravity from
Mill Creek and no lateral system is maintained by. the district. A reservoir
has been constructed near the source of the creel" .providing sufficient water
in average years. There is some water shortage in very dry years, but
the present dam could be increased in height by about 110 feet to correct
this difficulty. The cost of this improvement would not be prohibitive.

Gross area of the district is 2224 acres of which nearly 2000 is irrigated.
There are but 12 farms on the project. A few of these contain several
hundred acres, but the average size is 80 to 100 acres. Because of the larger
size of holdings the system of farming is less intensive than that of other
projects nearby. A considerable acreage is in apple and cherry orchards
which yield an average of 350 boxes and 3000 pounds per acre respectively.
Clover is the most common hay crop, yielding about 2% tons per acre. Dairy
herds are quite common and some beef cattle and sheep are kept on a small
scale.

The district was created in 1910. Out of an authorization of $40,000,
bonds to the extent of only $25,000 were sold. There are now $5,000 in bonds
outstanding which will be due in 1936. The annual assessment is $1,05 an
acre, but when the indebtedness is retired in 1936 this will be reduced to
an almost negligible figure. Taxes average 95c an acre.

Sunset District-The Sunset District embodies a strip of land approxi
mately one mile wide and five miles long on the. south side of Bumt Fork
Creek. The lower end of the project extends nearly to Stevensville which
is on the east side of the Bitter Root River. Soils* of the upper pal·t of the
project are a grayish brown stony loam of good productivity. They are,
underlaid with hardpan at a depth of about 12 inches. Drainage is good
and the soil is quite productive. The soils toward the lower end are a stony
sandy loam which in many cases are too stony for cultivation. The topo
graphy throughout is moderately even and favorable for cultivation. Water
is taken by gravity from Burnt Fork Creek, on which a supplemental storage
system is being developed. The supply will be adequate when this reservoir
is completed. The district has constructed and now maintains an extensive
lateral system.

The gross area of the district is 3025 acres of which 2800. is classed as.
irrigable and is being irrigated at the present time. There are 70 farms
on the project. With the exception of a few large farms the average size

-Data on soils were obtained from the report of the Bureau· of Soils, U. S. D. A., entitle&
"Soil Survey of the .Bitter Root Valley Area, Montana."
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is from 20 to 30 aCres. Sugar beets have been grown in the past, with an
average yield of about 12 tons, but few or none are grown at present. The
principal crops are alfalfa, small grains and peas. Alfalfa averages 3
tons per acre; wheat, 30 bushels; barley, 60 bushels; and oats, 65 bushels.
Green peas are grown to some extent for the cannery at Stevensville, giving
an average yield of about 1% tons. Some seed peas, with an average yield
of 20 bushels, are grown. Dairy cows are the principal livestock.

The Sunset District was created in 1917 at which time a bond issue for
$20,000 was authorized and sold. There remain $17,000 in outstanding bonds,
the last of which fall due in 1948. About $7,000 in warrants are outstanding,
making the present indebtedness pel' acre of irrigated land about $8.50. It'
will cost about $2500 to complete the storage program, so the district is
pl'oposing a $10,000 bond issue to cover this cost and retire outstanding
warrants. The present assessment on irrigated lands is $2.00 per acre of
which 40c is for interest payment and bond retirement and $1.60 operation
and maintenance. The non-il'l'igable lands are assessed 50c pel' acre, all
of which goes to the bond ancI interest fund. There has been very little
delinquency in }Jayments to date. After the construction is completed and
indebtedness is retired it is thought that 50c an aCl'e will suffice for opera
tion and maintenance. Taxes average about 95c an acre.

Clinton District-The Clinton District is located about 20 miles south
east of Missoula. The project is traversed by the main lines of the Northern
Pacific and Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific railroads and by Federal
Highway No. 10. The soils are a dark colored gravelly loam. Gravel is
Ilufficient in some places to make cultivation difficult. No trouble is exper
ienced with seepage. Water is tal{en by gravity from the Hell Gate, or
Missoula River. The supply is abundant for the present acreage. The
main ditch is 6 miles in length and no latemls were built by the district.

Of the 1000 acres included in the project of this narrow mountain
valley, about 600 actually are irrigated. Most of the remaining acreage
under the ditch is eithel' not cleared or is river bottom gravel with little
soil covering. There are 12 farms on the project. Half of these vary from
30 to 60 acres, while the other half average about '100 acres each. No
definite system of farming is being practiced. Alfalfa, small grain cropa
and potatoes are grown. Small units of livestock add diversity to the
farming systems.

The district was created in 1919, at which time bonds for .$26,000 were
sold. There are now $15,000 in outstanding bonds. Interest on these has
been paid when due and all bonds maturing to date have been paid. The
annual assessment is $3.20 a year. Most of this is used for the payment
of interest and the retirement of bonds. Taxes are about $1.00 on acre.

Glen Lake District-The Glen Lake District is located immediately
north of Eureka in the Tobacco Valley of Lincoln County. The main line of
the Great Northern Railroad passes within a short distance of the project,
and loading points are convenient. Federal Highways No. 93 and No.2
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both pass through the project. Eureka, with a population of 862 is the
trade center and a local market for farm products. Spokane is 222 miles
distant by rail.

The elevation is approximately 2,600 feet, the frost-free period avel'ages
about 124 days and the annual precipitation about 14.5 inches. The soils are
rather dark in color and for the most part are a loam or gravelly loam in
texture. Topography is uneven, being broken by intermittent stream courses
and coulees. Water is diverted from Therrault Creek and stored in both
Lick Lake and Glen Lake. Extensive flumes are required to carry the
water over the rougher parts of the project. As reorganized it is believed
that there is an ample supply of water.

There are 34 farms in the district at present and irrigable area per
farm ranges from 5 to 135 acres. A diversified system of farming is
practiced with alfalfa, small grains and potatoes being the principal crops.
Some livestock is incorporated in the farming system, but the project can
not be classed as highly developed agriculturally. However, with the re
organization which has recently been made, this project seems to offer
very good possibilities.

The Glen Lake district, created in 1910 included 4,300 acres of which
4,000 were considered irrigable. In 1915 and 1916 two' bond issues totalling
$143,000 were sold. In 1923 two more issues for $18,500 were sold, bringing
the total up to $161,500. Of these, $125,000 were until recently outstanding
and the warrant indebtedness of the district was -$14,881. During the spring
of 1932 the bondholders effected a reorganization which has vastly improved
the desirability of the project. This involved a complete cancellation of
the bonds and a writing down of the warrant indebtedness to $10,000, which
figure represents the total present indebtedness of the district. Further
more, the area classed as irrigable has been reduced from 4,000 acres to
about 2,659 acres. The indebtedness per irrigable acre, therefore, now
stands at slightly less than $4.00. The bondholders have purchased from
Lincoln County all the land which was tax delinquent. This land is now
available for farms. The annual district assessment is .$2.00 an acre, with
taxes on land about 50 cents an acre additional.

MISSOULA GROUP

Of the four* Irrigation projects which are included in this group.,
all hut one are located within a short distance of the city of Missoula, in
the western part of the state. Missoula, with a population of 15,000 is the
trade center for farmers of these projects. At this place is located cream
eries, warehouses, and the beet sugar refinery of the Amalgamated Sugar
Company. The main lines of both the Northern Pacific and the Chicago,
Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific railroads pass within two miles of each of the

"Three of the four pr(}jects here referred to are irrigatJion companies. Further data
relative to each of these appear. in Part V of this bulletin.
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projects, and shipping points al'e frequent and convenient. An excellent systel"1'~

of State and Federal highways makes auto travel easy at all times of the
year.

The altitude at Missoula is 3223 feet, the growing season about 120
days and the annual precipitation averages 15% inches.

Missoula District-The Missoula District includes land lying immediately
south and west of the city of Missoula, Soils of the project are a dark
brown loam of good productivity. The sub"soil is sufficiently porous to
provide proper d,rainage. Water is taken by gravity from the MiSSOUla
River near the foot of Mount Sentinel.· The supply of water ordinarily is
considered adequate, but some shortage occurred in 1931. In the fall of
1931 a well constructed log dam was placed across the l'iver, so an abundant
future supply seems assured. The district maintains a system of laterals
as well as the main canal. Thel'e are 27 miles of ditches and laterals.

The gross area of the project is 310Q acres, all of which is actually
being irrigated. 'I'here are 265 water users in the district. Although the
holdings vary from one city lot to 400 acres, the average size farm is
abont 10 acres. On the small farms benies, fruits and truck crops· are
grown extensively. Sugar beets and alfalfa occupy a considerable acreage.
Three cuttings of alfalfa usually are obtained, with· a total yield of about
3 tons per acre. Sugar beets yield 12 to 15 tons per acre; Dairy cows and
poultry constitute the principal livestock. This is an excellent place for
one who wishes to engage in part time farming or for one who· wishes to
retire on a moderate income and produce most of his living.

In 1922 the Missoula Irrigation District was formed to take over an
old partnership ditch. No bonds were sold, warrants being issued instead_
The total indebtedness of the district is $6,000 or slightly less than $2.00
per acre, payment of which is already provided for in the 1932 budget, on
'l water charge of $2.65 per acre. General land taxes average about $2.85
per acre.

Active Districts-North Central Area

Bynum District-The Bynum District is located in northern Teton
County. Bynum, situated on the Great Falls-Pendroy branch of the Great
Northern Railroad, is the principal shipping point on the project. Agawam...
a station on a branch of the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific railroad
serves as the shipping point for the eastern part of the project. An excel
lent gravelled highway (D. S. No. 87) traverses the district connecting it.
with Choteau, 15 miles to the south, and Great Falls, 75 miles to the south
east. The latter city is the best market in northern and central Montana.

The average elevation for the project is about 3,900 feet and the annua~

precipitation is 14 inches, The last killing frost in the spring comes about.
May 20 and in the fall the first killing frost can be expected about Sep
tember 10. This gives a frost-free period of about lil3 days. Soils of the
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project vary considerably. Topography, for the most part, is favorable for
irrigation and the water supply is adequate, the project having a storage
reservoir of 80,000 acre-feet capacity.

The district, created in 1920, includes 32,362 acres, of which 21,201 is
classed as irrigable. Development is recent and the acreage actually irri
gated up to 1927 was small. This was increased to 16,,000 acres, however,
in 1931. There are at present 52 farmers on the project. The farms vary
in size, but a lBO-acre unit is considered desh-able. Alfalfa and sweet clover
vield two tons in two cuttings, potatoes about 100 cwt" and small grains
do well. The high altitude limits the crops which can be grown success
fully, but a rotation embodying small grains and hay is recommended. The
project is well suited to the production of feed crops for livestock because
of the large amount of range land in the vicinity.

Serial bonds to the extent of $1,000,000 bearing maturity dates from
1930 to 1955 were sold in 1922. This made an original indebtedness of about
$48.00 per acre on the land classed as irrigable. Bonds and interest coupons
due since January 1, 1931, are in default and there is considerable tax de
linquency in the district. The annual district assessment is $4.00 per acre
of which $0.40 is for operation and maintenance, and the remainder for
interest payment and debt retirement. Taxes average 35 cents an acre
additional.

Active Districts-Northeastern Area

Upper Glendive-Fallon District-This district is located on the north
side of the Yellowstone river, below the town of Fallon. Although the
upper portion is in Prairie County, most of the project is in Dawson County.
The main line of the Northern Pacific Railroad parallels the project on the
opposite side of the river, but a bridge at Fallon makes this accessible.
.The Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Railroad is about five miles
from the upper end of the project. Federal Highway No. '10 traverses the
project. Glendive, a city of 4500 is only a short distance from the lower
end. The Holly Sugar Corporation operates a sugar beet factory at Sidney,
60 miles northeast.

The average elevation is 2150 feet, the frost-free period averages 125
days and the annual pl'ecipitation is 11 inches. The land is largely a gently
l'oUing river bottom type and readily irrigable. Soils are moderately light
'in texture and are very productive.

Water is taken from the Yellowstone River by a unique system in
that a steam pumping plant is used, which burns lignite coal mined within
a few rods of the plant. This plant was installed about 1910, but was used
very little. The Upper Glendive-Fallon district was created in 1920 and
the old plant was rehabilitated and brought into service. The gross area
of the district is 6120 acres of which 4210 acres are irrigable. There has
never been a complete settlement of the project, and matters have gone from
bad to worse. At present there are 23 ownerships on the project, but de"
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linquencies are heavy. The last assessment paid by a substantial number
of the farmers was in 1924. Since then only a few have paid and the plani;
has not operated for the past five years. The original bond issue of $150,000
is still outstanding.

Active Districts-Central Area
Chestnut Valle)' District-The Chestnut Valley project is located just

south and east of Cascade on the east side of the Missouri River in Cascade
County. The Havre-Butte branch of the Great Northern railway parallels
the project on the opposite side of the river. Cascade, with a population
of 400 is the shipping point. At this place is situated a large flour mill
and a creamery. Great Falls, 30 miles distant, provides a desirable market
for many farm products. Federal Highway No. 91, connecting Great Falls
and Helena, passes through Cascade.

The elevation of this project is approximately 3400 feet. The last
killing frost in the spring usually OCCUI'S about May 20 and the first killing
frost in the fall about September 20, providing a frost-free period of ap
proximately 120 days. The annual precipitation as recor~ed at Cascade
over a period of twenty years has been nearly 18 inches. Topography is
mostly flat, bl'oken only by old stream COUI'ses. The greater part of the
area is river bottom land, the soil of which is largely silty in texture with
occasional patches of clay. Most of the cultivated acreage is on terraces
which have a sandy to g'ravelly loam soil. Little actual seepage has taken
place, although the level topography of the bottom lands does not permit
propel' drainage. Water is taken by gravity from the Missouri River and
.the supply is adequate at all times.

The Chesnut Valley project was constructed in the early nineties and
was operated as an irrigation company until 1'920 when the present dis
trict was created. The gross area of the project is 4500 acres of which
4000 is il'l'igable. At the time the district was formed; there were 3000
acres being irrigated. At present there are 40 farms on the project, varying
in size from 80 to 120 acres. Because of nearness to range, this project
seems well adapted to the growing of feed crops and the keeping of live
stock. Dairying and general farming are practiced, particularly on the
better land. If the proposed sugar beet factory for Great Falls materializes 7

this should make possible the production of beets to advantage. Alfalfa
yields about 2lh tons pel' acre in two cuttings, beets, which have been tried
out on the project, averaged about 12 tons, potatoes yield 100 cwt. per acre 7

wheat 30 bushels and barley 45 bushels per acre.
The district was originally bonded for ,$140,000. The lands of the

district became tax delinquent and were taken by Cascade County in '1930.
According to a recent court decision, all bonded indebtedness was wiped out
when the county took title to the lands. To protect their interests, the
bond holders purchased the tax litle lands from the county and. are now
managing the project. Due to the uncertainty involved in the foreclosure
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and sale of the district, a considerable acreage of the land once irrigated
has not been irrigatecl the last few years. When reorganization plans are
completed, the district should again become well developed agriculturally.
When land is sold, the construction charge will be included in the purchase
price. Annual assessments for operation and maintenance will be 50c to
75c an acre and taxes about 90 cents an acre.

Judith Basin District-The Judith 'Easin district is located 25 miles
northwest of Lewistown in Fergus County. Danvers, only 2% miles dis
tant, is a small town on the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Rail
way. Although Federal Highway No 87F lies 15 miles south, the project
is served by good surfaced roads. Lewistown isa good market for some
products and is the trade center of the area. Great Falls, which is 100
miles west, is one of the best markets in the state.

The altitude of the project is approximately 3700 feet and the annual
precipitation average 16 inches. The last killing frost in the spring occurs
about May 12 and the first killing frost in the fall about September 20, making
a frost-free period of about 130 days. Nearly all of the land is sufficiently
smooth to make irrigation easy. The soil is a rich sandy loam that is
highly productive. Water is taken by gravity from Warm Spl'ings Creek~

The supply is plentiful and the fact that the water is warm enhances its
value for irrigation purposes. Seepage is not a problem.

This district was created in 1919 with a gross area of 4300 acres, of'
which probably 3600 are irrigable. Only 1500 acres of this have been con
sistently irrigated. It is claimed that an additional 4000 acres could be put
under the ditch at a low cost. At the present time the land of the project
is held in rather large units. Alfalfa is the principal crop, with yields from
2% to 3 tons per acre. Wheat, oats and barley yield very well, and al'e
grown to some extent as feed crops. Some of the holdings on' this project
might well be subdivided, since units of 160 acres should be a desirable size.
Because of the proximity to excellent grazing, it would seem that the farm
ing system followed should center around the production of feed for livestock.

Of the total bond issue of $160,000, only $2000 has been paid. In ad
clition to the $158,000 bonded indebtedness, warrants are outstanding to the
extent of $16,442, making the indebtedness pel' irrigable acre about $48.00.
Lands of the project have been acquired by Fergus County because of tax
delinquency. As soon as certain legal points are cleared up this project
will be either bid in by the bondholders or sold at sheriff sale to private
individuals. In either case the indebtedness will be reduced to a point which
the land can bear and it should be a desirable place for further settlement..

Active Distriets--Southwestern Area
Big Hole District-This project is located just west of Wisdom in the

Big Hole Basin. It lies just at the foot of the continental divide at an
elevation of about 6,000 feet. The growing season is very short at this
lligh altitude, consequently, hay is about the only crop. The Basin is noted
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for its hay production and its great number of beef cattle. There is no
feasible railroad shipping point within fifty miles. Roads are fair, being the
kind which meet the needs of a range cattle country.

In 1916 the Big Hole District was created to take over the project of
the Trail Creek Water Company. The gross area was 9,522 acres, of which
8,500 were designated as irrigable. Water was taken from Trail Creek,
but the supply was entirely inadequate for the area included in the project.
Bonds tatalling $130,000 were sold and the proceeds paid to stockholders of
the Trail Creek Water -Company. This proved to be a case of the bond
holders simply buying a project, for shortly afterwards the settlers left,
paying only $1,500 on the bond principal. This leaves $128,500 in outstand
ing bonds, which together with delinquent interest brings the total to $287,
000, All the land in the district is tax delinquent, $11,000 in delinquent
taxes being clue the county. Beaverhead County is now selling the land
for the taxes against it,

Whitehall Group

Within five miles of Whitehall there nre five* il'l'igation projects of
substantial size which have similar climate and marketing and transporta
tion facilities. Whitehall, a town of around 1000 population is in Jefferson
County. The main line of the Northern Pacific railroad passes through
Whitehall, and the main line of the C. M. St. P. and P. has a depot
one mile south. Butte, the largest city in Montana, and an excellent
market for many farm products, is on1y 35 miles to the west. The
few sugar beets grown in this territory are shipped to the l'efinery of the
Amalgamated Sugar Company at Mislloula, 100 miles distant. A cheese
factory is located at Waterloo, near the centel' of the project. A fine im
proved highway (U. S. No. 10) connects Whitehall and Butte. The altitude
is approximately 4500 feet, the annua1 precipitation is 12 inches and the
frost-free pel'iod averages 112 days. The soil varies gl'eatly and will be
discussed separately for each project.

Whitetail District-The Whitetail Irrigation District is located just
northwest of Whitehall. Topography is excellent on the west side of the
project but uneven on the cast side. The soil is light in texture and
inclined to be stony. Water, which is obtained from a reservoir on White
tail Creek, would be ample if the l'eservoir were complete.

Formation of ·the district was effected in 1921 with 5000 acres of land
included. About ,$113,000 worth of bonds were Bold from an authorized
issue of $250,000. All of these' bonds plus approximately $7,000 in warrants
are at present outstanding. Most of the bonds were issued to local people
who worked at constructing the dam. Construction was never completed.
No ditches were built by the district and some work remains to be done on
the dam. About 900 acres of land is irrigated, this being the land under

°Four of the five projects lire irrigation companies, con\J)letc wrlteuPtl o.f which appror in
Part V of thi. publication,
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private ditches, supplied by old water rights prior to formation. of the dis
trict. Bonds cannot be sold to complete the project and the unirrigated lands
cannot pay levies to retire present indebtedness. A plan is at pr,esent under
way to reduce the acreage of the district and devlop only the better portion
of the project, that lying west of Whitetail Creek.

Active Districts-SQuth Central Area

Big Horn-Tullock District-The Big Horn-Tullock District is located
n~ar mg Horn, a small town 20 miles west of Hysham, in Treasure County.
This project is on a good higb,way (D. S. No. 10,); and is served by the main
line of the Northern Pacific Railway. Billings, the largest market in south
central Montana, having a beet sugar refinery and good marketing facilities,
is about 70 miles west.' ,

The elevation is about 2700 feet and the annual precipitation averages
about 14 inches, of which a large part comes during the growing season.
The last killing frost in the spring occurs about May 1 and the fhst killing
frost in the fall about September 15, making an average frost-free period
of 136 days. The topography is for the most part even. The soils are
largely silty loam in character and are productive. Water is taken from the
Big Horn River, but the supply is adequate only during high water. The
original dam washed out in 1921, and since it was not replaced. there has.
been sufficient water for irrigation only two years since that time.

The district was created in the fall of 1919, with a gross area of 1,697
acres and 1,050 acres classed as irrigable. It is claimed that this 1,050 acres
is not an excessive irrigable designation if the dam were rebuilt and the
water supply thus increased.

The climate is sufficiently moderate to permit the growing of beans
Ii and sugar beets. Beets will yield an average of 13 tons ,per acre and beans
I, about 15 cwt. Alfalfa produces three cuttings, yielding about 3 tons a

year. It is thought that the project should maintain 500 acres of beets and
it beans and 500 acres of alfalfa. Although grain crops yield well they should
~' be regarded only as feed crops. It is considered that 160 acres, two-thirds
~' irrigated land, should constitute an economical unit and the system of farm
I.' ing should be of a diversified character.

The Big Horn-Tullock District has had financial difficulties. Origin
00' ally, $75,000 worth of bonds were sold, of which very little has been repaid.
~, There is also a warrant indebtedness of $22,487 and a considerable load of
nil delinquent taxes. The total indebtedness is now $85,487 or $81 per acre of
ph irrigable land. Treasure County took tax title to the district in 1928 and
,la, since then has leased it to a farmer who operates the whole thing as a unit.
01, Undoubtedly a readjustment will eventually be made whereby the bond

dll: holders will sell out for a small part of the amount they have in the district
or else the county will sell the land at sheriff's sale for enough to satisfy

I n the delinquent taxes. When properly refinanced and the dam rebuilt, this
should bea desirable location for settlers.
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Box Elder District--The Box Elder District is located 5 miles east of
Hysham, on the south side of the Yellowstone River. Water for the project
is purchased and pumped from the ditch of the Yellowstont Irrigation Dis
trict. The supply is therefore adequate. Thel'e are 1,200 acres in the dis.
trict, of which 1,000' are irrigable. The topography is reasonably level and
the land easy to irrigate. The soil varies from a silt to a clay loam. There
are twelve farms on the project, ranging in size from 20 to 400 acres of
irrigated land. Beets and alfalfa are the principal crops. Some beans are
grown. Considemble livestock is kept and the system of farming is quite
diversified. 'Beets yield about 12 tons, and alfalfa about 3 tons in as many
cuttings. Market facilities and climatic conditions are approximately the
same as those in the Big Horn-Tullock District, previously discussed.

This district was created in the spring of 1919 and the original bond
issue was for $65,000. The county has taken tax title to the land and resold
it to the farmers, although some adj~stment was made with the bondholders.
This eliminates all future payments for original bonded indebtedness and
the only assessments will be for aperation and maintenance unless further
consh'uction is done. Yearly assessments will probably be around $3.00 per
acre, with a 75c propel·ty tax.

:Columbus District-The Columbus irrigation district includes land lying
immediately adjacent to the town of Columbus in Stillwater County. The
project is traversed by the main line of the Northern Pacific Railroad and
by the Yellowstone Trail (U. S. No. 10). Since Billings is only 45 miles
distant, there is a favorable market for farm produce and the distance for
shipping sugar beets is not prohibitive.

The elevation at Columbus is appl'oximately 3700 feet. The frost-free
period is about 125 days and the annual precipitation about 15 inches. The
land is rather rough and broken by frequent gullies. The soil is a light
colored heavy clay. Water is pumped from the Yellowstone River at a
}Joint a few miles above Columbus. .

Land now in the district was first irrigated in 1910 by water from the
Stillwater River which was piped across the Yellowstone. In 1918 this
pipe was washed out during high water. In 1919 the district was created.
and a canal constructed to take water from the Yellowstone to irrigate about
1300 acres. Shortly after completion of the canal, seepage developed which
endangel'ed the railroad right of way and which resulted in the railroad~,1

company obtaining an injunction against the district and the discontinuance .j,

Qf the use of the canal.
Bonds to the extent of $101,000 were sold. None of these have been :;

paid and interest on them is in default. No assessments have been levied since b
1923 and all of the land in the district is tax delinquent. The county has \1
sold some of the land, but still holds most of it. Whether the project will '3t

be rehabilitated and developed is problematical.
~~~

Cove District--The Gove Irrigation District includes a long' narrow strip d

of land lying just below the breaks to the north of the Yellowstone Rivet.
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The main ('lInlll In'gins nt Ilpnint about 1~ milt's wcst of Park City in Still
water County and cxtt~ml!'\ t!a~twllrd into Y{·lIowstone County to a point about
7 miles nortl1\\-'est of Billingl'l. Purk Cit~'. witb a J)()pulation of 1000 is on the
Ullper end of the IJ I'ujcet; L;uI.JrI:I, with n populution of 2,600, is one mile
south of til!! lll·ll'l'\lXilntltl' mithllc, and BillinK5 ' ...·ith a population of 16,000
is only n fc'w milt'li from the 10\\'('1' ('rHI of the district. 'fhe main line of
the Northern 1'1IdCic Rttilwll)' folluw!> the entire length. with the Chicago,
Burlington lind Q\lirw~? t:\IU ing l\CW;lll tit(! lowl!r end of the project. Fre
quent sidingll find IH't't t111111Pll bl'in~ lIhillJling points close to all farms. The
YelloWRtCllll' Trail CU, :'{. No. 10) 11 W(~11 improved highwa~'l traverses the
upper end of the prnjc\'t and nt flU point is m()r(~ than two miles distant.
Park City lind I.8urt'l pm"idl~ rnnrhtf<! for ~orn(! farm products, but Billings
is the principIII llInrlH't, Ih're j~ lnt~:It~~d the large· ft\('tory of the Great
Western S\l~~nr Compnn)', It \'l'ln~!n!llt~ rnnnl'ry. '!everlll creameries, bean
warcho\l!lC'lc nnd ot.hl'l' (f1tiliti!'f'. ASI'IH'intiomi are {lrganized fOl' the co
oJwrlltin' tllllrk(,tjn~ t,r IINIllI', Illmh* and wool.

l'~l(lvntion \'llric!!t from llimut ;t;lOIl (cwt nt the we,'lt end of the district
to about :noo {('tit tIt tilt' k,wpr I'nll. Amilltll IlrN~il\ittltioll 1I\'t.!rnges from 13
to H inchl'/l. 'l'lw fl',.:~t"rn't' Jl('rind \"IIl'it'lI ;:IoflwwhlLt. hut Iwel'ages about
laO dliYS, Suilll, for Ow mil:!! pllt't, \'ilrr from II rh'cr silt to a clay loam.
'l'hcl'c lII'e n{,t~nlliliJUI! f.llltnt)).1'1 td Ii~ht,l'r lwill! and t~"('n gl'lLvd. 1'he greater
plll't of two lU'(,timul l~'ing ill wlml:. ill klH)Wn Ill'! the! "eoy(\" is ver~' heavy soil
with fI !ltrtlng nlkali t'onh'nL AI'!lrn)\inmtt'I~' Hl{}() nCI'C!:l hilS n high water
tHIlIt.'. A l'\Ul'n'j~ i-jI "\Inh~lnJilnh~d liW\il1 whidl will dHtcrminl1 definitely the
lIen·ltg'c! nuL I\uit"d tur irl'ij{utkm, 'Hit! h1l11lgrnphj' is,fnr U\l! most part,
frl\'ol'lIhlc for irrii{lltinn.

The ~I·".'fl :lrcA Ht the di.drirt i-II. (;',;I() t!ol:l'l!!:I which is all classed as
il'l'i~uble lit Ow l'll'(~;tI'lItt in\{', About -1,000 ncrl!lI of this is actually irrigated,
Tht'l'e nre RI1!ll'I.lxi.II1Ill(·lj' lim (l'lI·tIll! ill tlw dillll'ict which vary In size from
(i to 'J51l t\t'I'Cli. '1'111-1'(' 111. nu "mo!!t I:tlnllllClrl size" tlf £al'm. A~Tictllture is
ratlwl' highlj' dt·\'t~ltllll'd on ttw pr\ljt~d, ~uJ:nr bt!cts filiI! heans are the
lending I'mdl l~rnpl'l: lllflllfil nml f\!IIi1llgl'ninl'> 111'(' grown for fem!. Consider
-ahle Hnnltock ilt kf'llt im tilt' sm.. jC''\:'t nnd, in llliditioll, caHill and sheep from
neal'll:.' rllllgc~s un' win~I'l'("1. A c:umbinlltiun of .f1.'1'l1 crups produced on
thc:;(! fllrml'l, with hY·a~rmlm:t1!\ (tUIn nw Iwct 1"nt'tor">, urc wiI'd to fI consider
IIble c'xlent fur rnU{,!lill~ fltWt"f1 nllli l:IlHIt' tlm'ing tht~ winl(!I' lIlunths. 'Beets
yield IIlI fWI~I'IIJ:t' nt'W lnll". Iwul1~\ 15 cwt" I1lfuJill 'I tOniC in three cuttings,
wh(~at ail hUllhll!lI. hllrh')' 1',0 hUlltwl*, Imd Imtl'! liO bll!'!h(~hl.

The Con' t1iJltl'id wm' "1·J.':IUli"'~'11 illHl~2 to ~\l<'I~N~11 the Cove Ditch
Cfllllliunr, The muil! tlitdl willi'll 111l-U'li WaIN' hj' Io1'l"llvit)' Crom the Yellow
RtOll!! Hiver is nt>lll'lr ;.1) milt·!! I\lnll. Tlw fir,;t twe!..,tl lllile~ of the ditch
cnrrr wah.'\" fnr tlah. tIL~tril:t. I,lul' un ,uhlitilollll! :llllO mim!l'ii inche!:l which
mllst IH~ dt'1ivr.n!d rl'~l' I" /111 inij;rntiull (:llmllllny formerly owning and
OPt'I'lltillR' thi» part ot tht' nuwl. 'l'twlefll{lh {lr llw l:nIlIII awl the obligation
to ddivcr fl'N! thil! :noo irll'lwll IIf wILttil', l'ollpletl wHh the! relatively !itnllll

acr(,llgt!. nltlk<'l\ till.' Ctl~t }WI' Ilnl1' of in'ignhh~ land ruther high.
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A bond issue of $ilOO,OOO was authOl'ized and sold. These were serial
bonds bearing maturity dates from 1928 to 1951. . Of this there are n~w
.$262,500 outstanding. Although bonds are in default for 1931 and 1932 to
the extent of $25,000, interest payments have been made and there is n.o
warrant indebtedness.. A program' of refinancing is being considered. The
bond holders bave agreed t() reduce. the indebtedness 30 per cent and to
accept a new issue of 4% bonds .for the remainder. Delinquent taxes on
land in the district aggl'egate nearly $85,000. Such delinquent lands will
eventually be taken by the county and resold. It is. planned to create !J.
revolving fund with which these lands may be purchased and returned to
the district to bear their pro rata share .of .the district indebtedness. They
will then be sold to. private individuals who desire to buy. The .present dis~

trict assessment totals $8.00 an acre annually. Of this $3.50 is. for payment
of interest on bonds, $2.25 for bond retirement, and $2.25 for operation and
maintenance. Taxes average about $1.00 an acre in addition.

Danford District-Tbe Danford Irrigation District is located on the Clark
Fork of the Yellowstone about'8 miles southwest of Laurel in Carbon County.
A branch line of the Northern Pacific railroad extending fro'm Laurel to j
Red Lodge traverses the project. The Chicago· Burlington and Quincy 1
Railroad parallels the Northern Pacific in the vicinity of the. district. A I.'
gravelled highway connecting with the Yellowstone Trail at LaUl'cl facili
tates transportation. Although Laurel provides a local market for some
products, Billings, twenty miles east is the principal market.

The elevation of the project is about 3,400 feet. Although there is no
official weather recording station within 20 miles, it is estimated that the I
annual precipitation is about 13 inches and the average frost-free period ,
approximately 125 days. Topography is for the most part fairly evert and
favorable for irrigation. The soil is generally of a silt loam althoug'h there
are occasional spots of gravel and others of very heavy soil. Drainage I'

has never been necessary. Water is taken from the Clark Fork by gravity
and is adequate except in very dry years. :!

About 1900 this project was started as the Mason Ditch Company. ~
Later it became the Danford Ditch 'Company, and in 1920 was organized as 1.
the Danford Irrigation District. Gross and i1'l'igable areas are' both given #
as 1,200 aCI'es. Farms on the project number 21, which vary in size from 1
20 to 160 acres of irrigated land. Agriculture is highly developed with ~

beets and beans the most important crops. Beets yield an averag'e of 12 .~

tons, beans 15 cwt. and alfalfa, which is grown to some extent in rotatio~ '~I
with beets and beans, yields 4 tons in three cuttings. No great amount of ,~

livestock is kept on the farms.

All of the $19,000 bond issue sold in -1'920 has been retired and the ~
warrants outstanding are negligible. District assessments average $3.00 al
pel' acre while the bond issue was being repaid, but in 1931 the levy, no.V( f
only for operation and maintenance, was only 50 cents an acre. This wiIl~l

vary 1rom year to Year 'as improvements a,re. necessary b,ut it is .doubtful it )1
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the average charge will exceed $1.00 an acre. General pl'operty taxes are
approximatelY ,$1.00 an aCl'e more.

Hammond District-The Hammond Irrigation District lies immediately
northwest of Forsyth on the north side of the Yellowstone River in Rosebud
County. Both the Northern Pacific and the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul
and Pacific railroads serve the project which is adjacent to Federal High
way No. 10. Markets for the products grown are Forsyth, Billings and
Miles City,

Average elevation on the project is 2,500 feet and the annual precipita
tion is around 14 inches. The frost-free period is approximately 145 days
with the last killing frost in the spring occurring about May 8 and the
first killing frost in the fall about September 30. Soils are a silt to a clay
loam and moderately productive while the topography is favorable to easy
irrigation. Some seepage has occurred but 'is not a serious problem at
present. The system was originally a gravity one, taking water from the
Yellowstone River, In 1927 a pumping plant was installed and is now used
entirely. The resulting supply of water is ample to meet all needs.

The district was created in 1920 with a gross area of 4,000 acres of
which 3,500 acres are irrigable. Practically all of this is il'l'igated at the
present time. There are 22 farms on the project at present and although
they vary in size the average is about 175 acres of iITigable land per farm.
Alfalfa and beets are the principal crops with beans and small grains
being grown to some extent. Alfalfa yields an average of 3% tons of hay
in three cuttings, beets 14 tons per acre, beans 12 to 15 cwt., wheat 40
bushels, barley 50 bushels and oats 60 bushels. A diversified system is
largely followed, with feed crops being fed to stock either owned by the
individual farmer or stock wintered in the valley.

At the time the district was created in 1920, $&3,000 worth of bonds
were sold. In 1927 the district was refinanced and this amount reduced to
$40,000 which was covered by a refunding issue bearing longer maturity. At
this time an additional $61,000 bond issue was sold to pay for the pumping
plant and repairs. There are now bonds outstanding to the extent of
$96,500 and warrants for $10,000. This brings the indebtedness per acre
to slightly over $30.00. The district assessment at present is $4.25 an acre
of which $11.75 is for operation and maintenance, the remainder being for
interest payment and bond retirement. The district does not maintain a
lateral system but delivers water only out of the main canal. County taxes
per acre are about $1.30 additional.

Lockwood District-The Lockwood Irrigation District is located im
mediately southeast of Billings on the south side of the Yellowstone River
in Yellowstone County. The project is served by both the Northern Pacific
and the Chicago Burlington and Quincy Railroads. Although Billings is
the shipping point for most products, the station of Lockwood accommodates
the lower part of the project. Roads leading to Billings, and thel'e joining
the Yellowstone Trail, are gravelled and are well maintained. The factory
of the Great Western Sugar Company, located Oat BiJlings, takes all beets
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gl'own on the project, In addition to farm produce actually consumed in
Billings, this city of 16,000 population has located in it a plant for canning
a variety of vegetables, several creameries and other processing plants, Co
operative organizations have been formed to market beans, wool, lambs
and other farm pl'oducts.

The altitude of this project is about 3100 feet and the annual precipita
tion averages 14 inches. In the spring the last killing frost can be· expected
about May 10 and the fh;st killing frost in the fall about September 20,
allowing a frost-free period of approximately 135 days, Topography is
favorable to irrig'ation, The soil is a brown loam of high productivity.
Seepage is not a problem, nor is it likely to develop. Water is pnmped
from a secondal'y channel of the Yellowstone River into two ditches, one
requiring a 60-foot lift and the other a 100-foot lift. Some difficulty is
experienced in getting an adequate water supply when the l'iver is low,
but this is being overcome by diverting more water into the channel from
which water is pumped. There are 2600 acres in this project, all of which
is irrigated. Farms vary in size fl'om 8 to 120 acres. There are 50 farms
in the district. Agriculture on this project is highly developed and a rather
intensive system of farming is followed. Sugar beets are the principal crop,
with beans being grown to some extent. Truck gardening is common. Few
small grain crops are grown except as they fit well into a rotation system.
Alfalfa is grown as one means of keeping up the productivity of the land.
Some dairying is carried on and, in winter, feeding of beef cattle and sheep
from adjacent ranges is made possible because of the nearness to the sugar
factory where beet by-products are readily obtained to supplement farm
grown feeds.

The Lockwood District was cI'eated in 1913. Thel'e ha.ve been several
bond issues, the last of which was sold in 1930, bring'ing the total to
$102,000. At the present time there are $31,500 in bonds and $42,000 in
warrants outstanding'. A lal'ge part of the warrants were issued to pay
for electric power, and have not been discounted by the power company.
The district started defaulting on bonds in 1929 and to date .$16,500 are
in default. However, intel'est on bonds has been paid up to date. A
plan is now under way to issue approximately $80,000 worth of 6% sem
annual bonds which will be exchanged for present bonds and warrants
outstanding. This will simply extend the time of payment and provide
a method of payment which will result in no loss to the creditors but
will ease the load on the water users to a point which it is believed they
can bear. The district has built up a revolving fund of $2500 which is
used to purchase delinquent lands. Five hundred acres have been so pur
chased and this land is being rented on a cash basis. The total annual
charge per acre averages $8.00. Of this $1.50 is for payment of interest and
bond retirement. The remainder is for retiring' registered warrants and
for operation and maintenance. The pumping cost, included above, has
averaged slightly more than $3.00 an acre during the past ten years. Taxes·.
average approximately $1.00 an acre in addition,
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North Sanders District-The North Sanders district lies immediately
north and east of Hysham and includes a gross area of 5,000 acres lying
north of the Yellowstone River. Water is taken from the Yellowstone River,
but the gravity ditch is effective only during high water. A pumping pla;nt
would be necessary to serve the 3,500 acres classed ,as irrigable.

Topography is fairly even, although the soil is rather heavy in character,
being best suited to the production of hay. No extensive irrigation has been
done since '1,925 and at the present time Treasure county has taken title
to nearly the entire acreage. The original bond issu,e was for $100,000,
which was refunded in 1925 and increased to $155,000. No interest or prin
cipal has been paid on the bonds.

This project is adjacent to a vast area of grazing land on the north
which would make it very desirable for the production of hay. It should
be possible to purchase the project either from the bondholdel's or from
the county at a pl'ice which would enable it to be rehabilitated and operated
on a paying basis.

Red Lodge-Rosebud District-This district is located ill Carbon County,
and lies about 6 miles nOl'thwest of Red Lodge, the county seat. A branch
line of the Northel'n Pacific Railroad connects Red Lodge with the main
line at Laurel. Surfaced highways make this project readily accessible by
auto. Billings is only 50 miles distant.

The average altitude is slightly more than 5,000 feet. At this altitude
the last killing frost in the spring occurs about June 8th and the first
killing frost in the fall comes about September 5th making an average
growing season of approximately 89 days. The annual precipitation is

Ii given by the Weather Bureau as 19.24 inches. The topography is rough
I which makes irrigation difficult in many places. For the most part the
It soil is a dark loam which is easy to work when not too stony, and is very

productive of crops requiring a short growing season. Drainage has not
been a problem up to the present time and the topogl'aphy of the area
probably will prevent it ever being serious. Water is taken by gravity
from East Rosebud Greek and the supply is considered ample for all probable
needs.

The district was created in the fall of 1920. Approximately 20,000
~' acres are included as the gross area of the district while the acreage con

sidered irrig'able was 9,758 acres. It is planned, however, to reduce the
claimed irrigable acreage to 5,500 in the near future. There are 91 farms
at the present time and although they vary somewhat in acreage, the
average irrigable land per farm is about 60 acres. Only about 1,000 acres

,~ per year have been irrigated up to the present time.
The high altitude and short growing season limits the Cl'OpS which can

be successfully grown. Alfalfa hay, in two cuttings, yields from 2 to 2%
tons per acre on the average. Timothy and clover hay yield about the

" same. Soft wheats are grown to some extent and yields of 40 to 50
bushels are rather common. The hard wheats yield much less and are not
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grown in quantity. Seed peas and canning peas are a possibility but are
grown to no great extent. Because of the high altitude and crop limitations
this project seems best adapted to the production of hay and feed crops
with keeping of sufficient livestock to consume these feeds. This is a
desirable system also because of the excellent grazing lands nearby.

The financial history of the Red Lodge-Rosebud project has not been
a bright one. A total of .$418,000 worth of bonds were sold, none of which
have been paid. Interest on these bonds has been in default since July 1,
1927. In addition there is a warrant indebtedness of nearly $22,000 against
the district. On the basis of 9,758 acres originally classed as irrigable, this
is an indebtedness of nearly $45 an acre. District assessments for the past
few years have averaged about $4.50 per acre and the taxes about $1.25
per acre on the irrigated land. This is clearly too heavy a burden for
lands at this altitude and explains the fact that nearly all the land in the
district is subject to tax sale by the county.

At the present time arrangements are being made to refinance the
district. The area classed as irrigable will be reduced to 5,500 acres and
the bondholders will write off a sufficient amount to make payment of
the refunding bonds commensurate with the income producing power of
the land.

Victory District-The Victory District includes land on the west side
of the Big Hom River and just above its junction with the Yellowstone
River in Yellowstone County. The main line of the Northern Pacific Rail
way and the Yellowstone Trail (D. S. No. 10), pass within a short distance
of the lower end of the project.

An average elevation of 2800 feet obtains on the project. The frost·
free period is usually abont 135 days and the normal precipitation is about
] 4 inches. The soil is primarily a silt loam, which is reasonably produc
tive. Water is taken by gravity from the Big Horn River. A great deal
of difficulty has been experienced with "silting" of the ditches. As a result
it has not been possible to irrigate more than a few hundred acres in the last
few years. The topography is flat and it is felt that drainage would be a
serious problem if the water supply were ever adequate to thoroughly
irrigate all the land in the project.

The district was created in 1919 and the canal and works of an in'iga
tion company were purchased. Some land not formerly irrigated was
taken into the district and an attempt was made to put it under irrigation.
The gross al'ea is 3000 acres with 2800 acres being designated as irrigable,
Nothing has been paid on the original bond issue of $52,.000. Assessments
have not been made since 1928 and nearly all the land is tax delinquent.
There are twelve farmers in the district, but most of these are renters.

Active Districts-Southeastern Area
Buffalo Rapids District - The Buffalo Rapids hrigation District is

located on the north side of the Yellowstone River about 20 miles below
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Miles City in Custer County. The main line of the Chicago, Milwaukee, St.
·:Paul and Pacific Railroad runs the length of the project. Kinsey, a small
town, is the 'shipping point. U. S. Highway No. 10 parallels the project on
the opposite side of the river.

The altitude of this project is about 2,300 feet and the average annual
precipitation slightly above 13 inches. The last killing frost in the spring
occurs around May ;10 and the fiJ:st killing frost in the fall toward the
end of September, allowing a frost-free period of approximately 140 days.
The topography is quite level. Soils vary considerably but are predomin
antly heavy in texture. Water is taken by gravity from the Yellowstone
but can be obtained only during' high water. Either a new headgate will
have to be built 01' a pumping plant installed to jnsure the necessary
supply. .

Creation of the district was effected in 1918, The gross area is 4,000
acres with 3,700 originally classed as irrigable. It is understood that the
area now considered of an irrigable nature is 3,200 acres. Development
has never proceeded very far because of water shortage. There were never
more than 10 farms under the ditch, and at present there are only 8. Alfalfa
should be the main crop because of the local demand for hay from stockmen
in the surrounding country. The yield of alfalfa is about two tons in as
many cuttings, when water is adequate. A farm of 160 acres is considered
about the proper unit.

A total bond issue of $123,500 was authorized and sold. None of the
issue has been repaid, and interest on bonds have not been paid the pa~t

five or six years. Nearly all the land of the district is delinquent and
subject to tax title or actually has been taken by the county, . At present
a representative of the bond-holders is cooperating with the county offi
cials in an attempt to rehabilitate the district.

Cartersville District-The Cartersville District begins just east of
Forsyth in Rosebud ·County and extends down the nOl·th bank of the Yellow
stone River about 15 miles. It is traversed by the Chicago, Milwaukee,
St. Paul and Pacific Railroad which has sidings from 3 to 6 miles apart.
The main· line of the Northem Pacific Railroad parallels the project on the
south side of the river. U. S. Highway No. 10 connects the project with
Miles City on the east at a distance of about 35 miles and with 'Billings
<ln the west at a distance of about 120 miles. Sug'ar beets are shipped
<lver the Northern Pacific to Sidney which is about 200 miles distant,

The altitude here is 2,500 feet and the annual precipitation about 14
inches. The last killing frost in the spring usually occurs about May. 8
and the first killing frost in the fall abO\lt September 30, allowing a frost
free period of approximately 145 days. Topography is uniform and the soils
are largely a river silt of good production capacity. Water is taken by a
gravity ditch from the Yellowstone River. The supply is normally ade
quate, althoug'h in 1931 a pump was installed for a short time to keep up
the flow. No difficulty is expel'ienced with seepage.
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Gross area of the district is 12,000 acres of which nearly 8,000 acres
are classed as irrigable. About 6,000 acres are being irrigated at the present
time. Farms vary in size mostly between 80 and 160 acres. Alfalfa, sugar
beets, beans and small grains for feed are the principal crops. Yields
average as follows: Alfalfa, 3 tons in 3 cuttings; beets, ,15 tons, beans 15
cwt.; Wheat, 40 bushels; barley, 50 bushels; oats, 60 bushels.

Corn is grown to some extent, giving a yield of 50 to 60 bushels. A
combination of crops are grown in most cases with the feed crops being
sold largely to cattle and sheep ranches operating nearby.

When the Cartersville District was created in 1909, bonds were sold to
the extent of $335,000. At the present time the indebtedness of the district
is represented by outstanding bonds to the extent of $320,000 or $40.00 per
acre of irrigable land. It is understood that in 1927 the bondholders took
a rather substantial loss when they accepted an issue of refunding bonds.
The district assessment in -1931 was $3.40 of which .$1.-00 was for operation
and maintenance. General property tax is an additional 75 cents per acre
on an average.

Tongue and Yellowstone District-The Tongue and Yellowstone District
includes land lying on the east side of Tongue River and south of the Yellow·
stone River adjacent to Miles City in Custer County. Miles City, with a
population of 7,500 is the shipping point and principal local market. Sugar
beets from this territory are shipped to the refinery of the Holly Sugar
Corporation at Sidney 150 miles distant. The main lines of both the NOl'th·
ern Pacific and the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific railroads serve
the project and Federal Highway No. 10 parallels the railroads, providing
excellent transportation facilities.

The average elevation is about 2400 feet and the annual precipitation
approximately 13 inches. The frost-free period averages about 140 days.
Soils are light brown in color and vary from a silt loam to a clay loam.
Topography is favorable for irrigation. Water is taken by gravity from the
Tongue River about 13 miles above Miles City. The supply is short during
dry years and late in the irrigation season. Seepage has not occurred to
any great e:>..-tent.

A gross area of 11,155 acres is included in the project. Of this, 9700
acres is irrigable, and most of this is being il'l'igated at present. There
are about 140 farms on the project, averaging from 60 to 80 acres in size.
No definite system of farming is followed although alfalfa, sugar beets and
small grain are the leading crops. Some beans, potatoes and corn are also
grown. Yields obtained are as follows: Alfalfa, 2 tons in two cuttings;
beets, 12 tons; beans, 20 bushels j potatoes, 200 bushels; corn, 30 bushels;
wheat, 30 bushels, barley, 45 bushels. Some dairying is being carried on
to supply local needs. Many beef cattle from adjacent ranges are wintered
on the project.

The district after its creation in 1911 purchased the canal and rights
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of the Miles City Canal and Irrigation Company. The original bond issue
in 1915 was for $195,000. Another issue of $40,,000' was sold in 1920. At
present there are outstanding $144,000 of these bonds, the last of which
fall due in 1945. This is an average indebtedness of less than $116.00 per
irrigable acre. The annual assessment is $3.00 per acre which covers
interest, bond retirement and maintenance and operation. Taxes are about
S5c an acre. Tax delinquency is very slight and all obligations of the dis
trict are met as they occur.

Yellowstone District-The Yellowstone District begins a short distance

east of Hysham and extends on the south side of the Yellowstone River
to a point 7 miles west of Forsyth in Rosebud County. The main line

of the Northern Pacific and U. S. Highway No. 10 traverse the project,
making it readily accessible to Forsyth, Miles City and Billings, the prin
cipal markets in southeastern Montana.

The average elevation of this project is 2,600 feet and the annual pre
dpitation about 14 inches. The last killing frost in the spring usually
occurs around May 8 and the first killing frost in the fall about September
30, thus giving a growing season of approximately 145 days. Soil is largely
a silty to a sandy loam with occasional heavy spots. The topography is
favorable to irrigation. Some seepage has occurred and some tile drainage
has been used. Water is taken by gravity from the Yellowstone River
and distributed from a main ditch 30 miles in length. Since a dam was
put in the river at point of diversion in 1929 there has been an ample sup
ply of water.

There al'e 60 farms on the project ranging from 80 to 400 acres in
size. Principal crops are alfalfa, beets and beans with small grains grown
largely for feed. Yields are as follows: alfalfa hay, 3 to 5 tons in 3 cut
tings; beets, 12 to 18 tons; beans, 13 to 16 cwt.; wheat, around 45 bushels;
barley, 50 bushels; oats, 65 bushels. Although there is much livestock kept
on the project, considerable feed is sold to stockmen who come into the,
valley to winter.

Gross area of the project is 10,000 acres with 7,500 classed as irrigable.
The district was created in 1909, at which time a bond issue of $250,000 was.
authorized and sold. A second issue was for $150,000. In 1928 the bond
holders agreed to a readjustment which left the total indebtedness at $350,
000. the new bonds which were issued for this amount do not mature until
1940, but it is believed that these will have to be taken up by a refunding
issue of serial bonds. There is also at present a warrant indebtedness of
$15,000 which was used to meet coupon payments on bonds. The indebted
ness pel' acre of irrigable land is, therefore, nearly $49.00. District assess
ments are $5.60 per acre annually of which $1.50 is for operation and main
tenance. The district does not maintain a lateral system but delivers water
only out of the main canal. The property tax averages about $1.20 per acre
in addition.
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DISTRICTS CREATED BUT NOT DEVELOPED
Districts given this classification have been duly organized, but no

canal or storage development has taken place. Several of these, however,
have sold bonds or contracted considerable wan'ant indebtedness to pay
for engineering studies.

Undeveloped Districts-Northwestern Area

DeSmet District-The DeSmet District was created in 1919 with a view
to providing irrigation water for about 3000 acres of land northwest of
Missoula. The project, which probably would have entailed some pumping
was considered unfeasible and abandoned. No bonds were sold and only
one district assessment was made. This latter was to pay for engineering
investigation,

Talley Lake District-The Talley Lake District, located about ten miles
north of Kalispell, was created in el919. Seven thousand acres were included
most of which were considered irrigable. It was planned to build a dam and
store water in Talley lake. No construction work was done and the district
was dissolved in 1928.

Trout Creek Basin District-The Trout Creek Basin District, located
some 10 miles southwest of PhillipsbUl'g, in Granite County, was created in
1924, An area of 2,090 acres was included, of which 1,796 wel'e classed as
irrigable, Bonds for $35,000 were authorized, but none sold. No develop
ment was done and the project has been abandoned.

Undev:eloped Districts-North Central Area

CutBank District-The Cut Bank District, located immediately north
of the town of Cut Bank in Glacier County, was created in 1920. An area
of 17,322 acres was included, of which about 11,000 acres was considered
irrigable. It was proposed that water for irrigation be obtained by the
extension of a g'overnment canal on the Blackfoot Indian Reservation to
lhe west.

Warrants, of which there are still several hundred dollars worth out
standing, were issued to pay for preliminary surveys, but no bonds were
ever issued. Construction work was never started.

Toole County District-The Toole County District includes 286,,000
acres of land lying north of the Marias River and largely north and east
of Shelby in Toole County. Plans called for the irrigating of 200,000 acres
by means of water diverted from the Marias River and its tl'ibutaries supple
mented by storage in four reservoirs, The engineers report showed the
cost of the project would be $12,000,000 and it was considered unfeasible.

The district was created in 1919. Three years later a bond issue of
$238,000 was authorized and sold. All of this issue was used to pay the
cost of engineering' work and promotion. No construction was undertaken.
To date there are $111,625 in bonds outstanding.
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Undeveloped Distriet-Nol"theastern Area

Brockway District-The Brockway Irrigation District was created in
1919. It was proposed to irrigate a long narl'OW strip of land lying on the
south and east of the Redwater River above Brockway. The urea irriguble
in this project is 2,740 acres. Water for the project wus to consist of flood
water that could be stored in reservoirs along the Redwater River and
Duck and Ash Creeks during the spring months. A field report of the
project was made by the Montana Irrigation Commission, but no bonds were
sold and no construction clone.

Undeveloped Districts-Central Area

Broadwater District-The Broadwater Irrigation District, located in
Broadwater County, was created in 1Il18. It was proposed that an area
of between 8000 and 10,000 acres lying' on the cast side of the Missouri
River and extending frol11 Toston to a line due cast of Winston be il'l'igated.
The estimated pel' acre COgt wag $.J2.00. No bonds were sold und the
district was dissolved in 1020.

Crow Cl'eek District-The Crow Creek District lies immediately west
of Toston in Broallwatcr County. There was included in the district 52,273
acres of land, of which '10,000 was designated as irriguble. Water was to
be taken out of the Jefferson River anti com'eyed a long distance at gl'eat
expense. Bonds to the cxtent of $2\1,000 wcre so1ll to pay for survey work
but no construction was ever attempted. At the cml of elevcn years there
are still $2G,OOO of the bonds outstanding lint I a warrant indebtedness of
$7,736. Although the pel' acre indebtedness is l'elutivcl~' sl\1all, it has been
Buch a burden on these unproductive lands that it hilS rcsulted in a great
deal of tax delinquency the last few years,

Franklin District-The Franklin District includes about :12,276 acres
of land adjacent to Franklin in Golden Vaney County. Of this amount,
22,570 aeres are cOllsidpl'cd il'l'igable. Storup,'(! waH to have been developed
to supplement the normal flow of Carcless, Roberts and Swimming Woman
Creeks. The project was cOllsidcl'cd feasible but at prc!'wllt interest is centered
mOl'e upon the development of this watcr fOl' irrigation in the Musselshell
Valley.

In 1921 the distl'iet was cl'('ated, and in ln2~ a bond issue of $39,685
was authorized and sold. Thi;; 11I01HW was uSNI to pay legal anll engineering
costs. There arc at prC!iCllt $2fl,Um of thc!ic bonds outstanding.

Hnrlowtown-DuHund District-The Harlowtown-DuRnnd Di:;trict includes
bench lands lying' north of Harlowtown in Wlwatland County. Approxi
mately 30,000 acres are included in the district, of which nearly 2::,000 acres
are considered i1'l'igahle. Althoug'h there is an abundance of gaol! irrigable
land, the water supply is not sufficient. The engineering plan made in
1920 called for the construction of storage reservoirs on both the north
and south forks of the Musselshell River and on some of its tributaries.
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This development, it was assumed, would provide water for irrigating about
:t 6,000 acres. Nearly half the cost of the project was estimated to be for
storage development.

The district was created in 1921, but no bonds were sold and no Con
struction undertaken. Although the project is feasible from an engineering
standpoint, it will not be economically feasible until prices for agricultural
products considerably exceed their average for the past decade.

Helena District-The Helena Irrigation District in Lewis & Clm-k County
was created in 1920. It was proposed that about 16,000 acres of land in the
vicinity of East Helena be irrigated by this project. Water was to be
pumped from Lake Helena, with an average lift of 180 feet. The return to
be derived from the land did not warrant the cost, so no bonds were sold
and the project was given up.

Toston District-The Toston Il'l'igation District embodies an area of
'5000 acres lying just east and north of Toston, in Broadwater ,County. The
district was created in 1920 and it was planned to pump water from the
Missouri River above Toston. No construction work was done and the
'Slight indebtedness incurred to pay for surveying has been discharged. The
district is now in the process of being dissolved.

Ulm District-The Ulm District includes 17,200 acres of land on the
west side of the Missouri River between Riverdale and Ulm in Cascade
County. The district was created in 1920 and the eng-ineer's report issued
the same year. Plans were submitted for irrigating 12,150 acres. Due to
the slight fall of the river in this vicinity it is not possible to irrigate the
lands of this project by gravity, so it was proposed that two pumping
stations be installed in the vicinity of Riverdale to lift the water from the
Missomi. The main lift would be about 50 feet with several auxiliary lifts
in addition, bringing the average up to 78 feet. Engineers estimates placed
the total construction cost at $60.48 an acre, which included $12.21 for
,drainage. Operation and maintenance was estimated at $7.86 and acre.

In 1920 an $800,000 bond issue was authorized, but only $50,000 of
this was sold. The money was used to pay for engineering and administra
tion.

Valley View District-The Valley View District is located on the bench
just north of Three Forks, in Broadwater County. It was created in 1920
:and embodied an area of 2,694 acres. A survey was made, and indebtedness
contracted but never paid, totalled $2,865. No construction work was clone.
Broadwater County has taken tax title to most of the land. It is question
·able if this project will ever be developed unless a very substantial demand
develops for irrigated land.

Woods Gulch District-This district, located about ten miles west of
White Sulphur Springs in Meagher County, was created in 1920. It was pro
posed that storage be developed on Woods Gulch and Little Birch Creeks,
which would make possible the irrigating of 900 acres. The project was
.declared unfeasible and the district disolved.
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Undeveloped Districts-Southwestern Area

East Bench District-This district was created in 1922. The area to be
'irrigated is bench land lying east of the Beaverhead River and extending'
from a point seven miles above Dillon to the boundary line between Beaver
nead and Madison counties. A gross area of approximately 25,000 acres is
included, of which nearly 14,000 acres are designated as irrig·able. Water
would be taken by gravity from the Beaverhead River and some storage
would be involved. The engineering report indicates that the project is
feasible but no bonds have been sold and no construction undertaken. It is
proposed to keep the district intact until such time as conditions are more
favorable for development.

Madison Valley District-The Madison Valley, district was created in
1916 for the purpose of placing under irrigation about 1,900 acres of bench
land on the west side of the Madison River between Ennis and McAllister.
No development was undertaken by the district organization. In 1919 the
land owners formed the West Side Canal Company which developed the
project. '

South Bench District-The South Bench district organized in 1922, in
dudes about 21,000 acres of bench land south of Three Forks in Gallatin
and Madison Counties. Appriximately 15,000 acres were to be made irri
gable by the storage of water in Norwegian and Willow Creeks. The con
struction cost per acre was estimated at $56.47, with an annual operation
and maintenance cost of $1.00. Although the land included in the district
is productive, it was felt that the project would not be justified under prices
for agricultural products obtaining in 1922.

Undeveloped Districts-South Central Area

Bracket Creek District-The Bracket Creek District, located some 10
miles north of Livingston, was created in the year 1920. At that time there
was strong sentiment favoring the development of irrig'ation in Montana.
A fine natural storage site prompted the creation of this district but feas
ibility studies showed that the area to be benefited was too small and the
soil not of sufficient high quality to bear the costs. The engineer l'eported
adversely on the project and it was not undertaken. No financial obliga
tion was assumed by the people of the district.

East Side District-The East Side district is located in the vicinity of
Belfry in southern Carbon County. Gross area of the district is 13,348
'acres and the irrigable area is 7,104 acres. Water was to be taken by gravity
from the Clark Fork River and carried through the old Wills Ditch which
it was planned to enlarge and extend. The district was created in 1920, and
in 1921 a bond issue of .$460,000 was authOl·ized. None of the issue was
sold, and no development took place. No financial obligations are outstand
ing.

Grey -Cliff District----:'rhe Grey Cliff District, beginning about 7 miles
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east of Big Timber and extending approximately 7 miles down the Yellow
stone, is on the south side of the l'iver. The district was created in 1923
and contained 2,100 acres classed as irrigable, Water, of which there was an
adequate supply, would have been taken from the Boulder River. In the
neighborhood of $3,500 was spent in making engineering' studies and pre·
liminary wOl'k but no bonds were sold and the district has been formally
dissolved. If the price situation were to become greatly improved, this
project might be revived and a pumping plant installed. It is estimated
that the l~ost woule! be upwards of $70,000. The topography is excellent
and soils !~f fair quality, but it is understood that this \~ould be considered
primarily a hay and livestock undertaking.

Hysham District-The Hysham district, consists of a strip of land
6 miles long and approximately 2 miles wide, surrounding the city of
Hysham. The district was created in 1913, with a gross area of 7,600 acres
of which 6,400 would be il'l'igable. No development has taken place on t11e
project, although a $300,000 bond issue was ouee authorized. This would
have to be a pumping project, taking water from the Yellowstone in two
lifts of 70 and 95 feet respectively. Plaus were not completed because the
power company has no line to Hysham at present.

Topog'raphy, soil and climate arc favorable on this pt'ojed. It is estim
ated that it could be completed now at a cost of $220,000, or It cost per irri
gable acre of about $:34.00. It is un!il,ely that the project will be developed,
however, until the price for agricnltural products is mnch lllore favol'!lhlo.

Joliet lind White Horse Hench District-This district, created in InD,
embodies a gross arca of 1:1,000 acros lying betwecn .Tolict and the Yellow
stone River in northern Carbon County. The area is made up ltu'g'ely of
rolling bench lands, well adapted to irrigation. The net irrigahle area is
8,000 acres. It was proposed to use the s11ring flood waters of Reel LOtlgoe
and Rock Creeks and the East RO!lelmd River, supplemented b~' a ~t()l'agoe

of about 10,000 acre feet. The projet.:t was reported upon favorably hy the
engineers but the residents of the district decided to delay construction
until costs were lower. The drop in agricultural prices which vary shortly
occurred discouraged further consideration of the project. A levy of 15
cents an acre was made to pay for engineering determinations which was
';he only financial obligation incnrred.

Upper YcllowstclIle District-The Upper Yellowstone distrid, located
.pproximately 15 miles up the Yellowstone Rivcr south and west of Living
ton, was created in 1920. Slightly less than ,1,000 acrcs werc included in

.he project. Water was to 1)e takcn by gravity from the Yellowfitonc River
and tho estimated cost of construction was only about $20.00 pel' acre. Bonds
to the extent of $75,000 wore authorized, but none s<;lld. It is underHtood
tl1Ut about 1,1, mile of ditch was constructed before the project was abandoned.

Undeveloped Districts-Southeastern Area
Highland Park District-The Highland Park District was crenh!d in
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1920, contemplating the irrigation of a large acreage of bench land south
{)f the Yellowstone River and lying immediately south and east of Forsyth
in Rosebud County. Water would have been pumped from the Yellowstone.
but the lift would have been very great. Assessments were levied to pay
ior preliminary surveys, but the project was declared impractical and
;abandoned.

DISTRICTS PETITIONED BUT NEVER CREATED
A number of communities which have gone through the pp1,,\:edure of

petitioning to· have an irrigation district created, have g'one Hb further.
Adverse engineering reports, insufficient finances or general lack of interest
:are responsible. Such proposed projects are here given brief consideration.

DisttictsNot 'Created-Northwestern Area
Cooper's Lake District-Boundaries of the proposed Cooper's Lake Dis

trict included about 20,000 acres of land known as the "Kleinschmidt Flat,"
located in the Blackfoot Valley in northern Powell County. Water was to
be diverted from the north fork of the Blackfoot l'iver into Cooper's Lake,
where it would be stored. From here it would he distributed by gravity
during the summer season. The first petition filed in 1919, was irregular,
but a new one was never filed.

Frenchtown Valley District-The petition of this district was filed with
the commission in 19,19. This called for the inclusion of 8000 acres in the
Frenchtown Valley about 15 miles west and north of Missoula. Water was
to be taken by gravity from the Clark's Fork of the Columbia River. Pre
liminary field work was done by a local eng'ineer who estimated the cost
per acre would be about $25.00. The petition was not regular and nothing
iurther was done.

Nine Mile Prairie District-This proposed project is located on the
north side of the Blackfoot river just below the mouth of the Clearwater
river in Missoula County. About 9,000 acres were included. Water was to
be taken by gravity from either the Blackfoot or the Clearwater. The
petition filed in 1919 was not regular, but no further petition was filed.
Not even preliminary field work was done.

Districts Not Created-Nol'theastern Area
Brockway-Ash Creek District-Lands in this proposed district surround

the town of Brockway in McCone County'. The area included was only 237
acres, all of which had been formerly included in the Brockway district
}Jreviously discussed. It was proposed to develop storage by rebuilding an
old reservoir on Ash Cl"eek. Preliminary field work was done but nothing
further.

Glendive-Fallon District-The petition of this district, filed in 1919
proposed the irrigation of lands on the north side of the Yellowstone river,
between the towns of Fallon and Stipek in Prarie and Dawson counties. The
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Districts Not Created-Central Area

plan called for generating power by the burning of lignite coal readily
available in the localit~r, Power would be distributed from the g-enerating
station to local pumping plants along the river. Engineering investigations
revealed the project to be unfeasible in its entirety, but recommended that
the upper unit be developed, This was done through the cl'cation of the
Upper G: ~mdive-Fallon irrigation district which has previously been con
sidered,

. ~(
."'i;':

Fish: l\::reek District-This proposed district indudcd :Hl,HO acres of
rolling bench land on both sides of Fish Creek immediately south and west
of Ryegate in Golden Valley County, A gravity system involving the con
struction of four reservoirs was considered, The prt'liminary l'<l(lOrt issued
in 1D22 recommended that not more than [j000 acres he inl'1uded in the
project because of water shortnge, The estimated cost of construction which
would permit irrigating this feasihle unit was $4D,OO and acre,

Newlan Creek District-In 1!l20 a petition was filed with the Montana
Irrigation Commission wiling for the indui:lion in a llistrict of 1200 {\Cl'~S

lying alnng Newlan Creek ahout nine miles nOl,thwm;t of Whitt! Sulphur
Spring'S ;n Meagher County, The ]J]un was to divert water frolll Sht'en CI'cck
to Newlan Creek by an old canal, partially constructed at the time, Thl'!
'ystem was to be entirely gravity. Only a preliminary examination wu~

nade.
Silver District-The proposed Silver Distl'ict comprises two llniti:l in

:lucling 15,150 aeres lying between n point eight miles n()l'thwl~st of IIdclllL
and the station of SilVCl' in Lewis anti Clark County, Approximatoly half
the area includecl was c()m;idel'l~d il'l'igabl(!, Water from Canyon rlml .Li ttl (.
Prickly Pear creeks was to be used, but supplelllcntmi by stol'agl', Pre
liminary field ·work dona in ID21 hlllicated that the cost wquld he IlPlll'i.xi
JIlut(!ly $47,00 pel' acre lind the enginel~l"s reported the !ll'Oj(.!ct f(·usillll~.

However, at the court hearing the petition was dismissed,

Districts Not Crented-Southwestem Area
i\Ieadow Farm District-Tllis diHtrict includl!d 10::7 llCl'CH f1wlll'd hy orl(~

party who planrwd to colonize the land aftcr dl~velopment, Thu IUllll lil.'li on
the south side of the JcfferHon Rivel' betweull 'I'hree Forks and Willuw
Creek in Gallatin County, Water was to be tnkcn by g-ruvity from the .h~r.

ferHon River, Although the petition waH filed in 1920, till! owner put off
having- the investig-ntion made and it was never done,

Districts Not Created-Southeastern Area
Cedar Cl'Cc!( District-It was !JI'oposed in 1920 that this distl'iet h(,

cl'eated to irrigate 10,8[j0 acres on the north side of the YellnwRtonc river
below TCITY in Prairie County. 'I'he plan involved the pumping' of wat~'r

frolll the Yellowstone rivel', Lifts of :10, fiO and 150 feet W<H'C Pl'O[WSIHI.
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Part III·_·Federal Reclamation Projects

THE RECLAMATION A!CT
The Reclamation Act, passed in 1902, created the Bureau of Reclamation

within the United States Department of the Interior. The original purpose
of this act was to make irrigation water available for large tracts of arid
government land in the west which, without irrigation, wiuld not produce
sufficient agricultural products to induce settlers to homestead. The scope
of the work undertaken by the Bureau of Reclamation has since broadened
to permit the supplying of water to vast acreages already in private owner
ship. This extension of activity was necessitated by the type of irrigation
development needed. At an early date the lands readily accessible to
irrigation and using only the natural flow of streams were put under irri
gation. This left large areas which could be irrigated, but only by the
construction of expensive diversion dams, canals, and in many cases storage
reservoirs. The construction of these fixtures required more capital than
private parties could provide and demanded a long-time period for pay
ment which offered little inducement to private capital.

As now amended, the Reclamation Act provides that 95 per cent of
the receipts from the sale of public land and 52% per cent of the royalties
derived from the leasing' of mineral lands in the public domain shall go into
the Reclamation Fund. Since this is a revolving fund, all repayments of
construction charges from completed projects revert to the fund and are
used in the development of other projects. During the last decade, receipts
from the sale of public land have made up only a small part of the total
receipts accruing to this fund.

The construction program on most of the Federal projects is very
extensive and has not been entirely completed. Until the development of
the project is complete, the construction .charge to be made on each acre
cannot be determined. Furthel'more, this charge' may vary considerably
for different classes of land on the same project, since the Burea,u of Re
clamation has adopted the policy of classifying the irrigable lands and
varying the charge and period of payment in accordance with the paying
ability of the lands. All consh'uction charges are interest-free. Contracts
at present in force call for repayment over a 10, 20, or 4.0 year period in
most cases. Others stipulate that a certain per cent (usually five) of the
gross crop receipts from the land shaH be paid annually to retire the con
struction charge against it. Under this system the length of time varies
with the yields obtained and the prices received for the farm products.

It is the policy of the Bureau .of Reclamation to negotiate with their
water users through irrigation districts rather than as individuals. These
districts are organized in accordance with the irrigation i:listrict laws of
the several states.
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Each district contI'acts with the Bureau for the repayment of construc
tion charges and for collection of water tolls and operation and mainten
ance in most cases. After a certain prescribed a~ount of the consti'uction
charge has been repaid, opel'ation of the project is turned over to the dis
trict. When all charges levied for construction al'e repaid, the construction
works become the property of the district. After that time the only assess
ment against the lands of the district will be for operation and maintenance.

Irrigation districts on Reclamation projects may, under certain condi
tions, sell bonds and incur indebtedness other than that contracted with
the Federal Government. An example of this appears in connection with the
Chinook Division of the Milk River project in this state.

The bureau of Reclamation now has twenty-eight projects located in
the fifteen arid states of the west. Five of these projects are in Montana.
Because of the relatively small number and the wide distribution of these
projects, they have not been classified by geographical location but rather
are considered in alphabetical order in the following pages.

Huntley Project
The Huntley Project is located on the· south side of the Yellowstone

River, fifteen miles east of Billings in Yellowstone County. The six
small towns of Warden, Ballantine, Huntley, Osborn, Pampeys Pillar and
Nibble are located on the project. The Northern Pacific and the
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroads serve the project. Excellent
gravelled highways make travel by auto easy. Billing's, the principal market
in this part of the state, has a sugar beet factory, creameries, a cannel'y,
and other processing plants. Settlel'S on the project have marketing organ
izations for wool, Iamb and beans. At Osborn is located the Project Supply
Company, a cooperative which handles pl'oduce, coal, grain, etc.

The altitude averages about 3,000 feet over the project. The last killing
frost in the spring occurs about May 10 and the first killing frost in the
fall about September 20, giving a frost-free period of approximately 135
days. The annual precipitation is about 13 inches. Topography is even·
with ordinary just enough slope to facilitate irrigation. The soils are typical
river bottom silt with occasional clay loams. They are generally heavy in'
nature. Water is taken from the Yellowstone River, largely by gravity.
Two pumping' plants neal' Ballantine lift 100 second feet of water into a
high line ditch, which serves about 5,400 acres. There is always an ample
supply of water available.

The gross area of the district is 32,500 acres, all but a few hundred·
aCTes of which are classed as irrigable. Approximately three-fourths of the
aCl'eage has been irrigated the past few years. Agriculture is quite highly.
developed on the project. There are 638 farms at present, and although·
they vary somewhat in size, most are 80 acre units. Sugar beets and beans
are the main cash crops, while alfalfa and small grains are grown exten
sively for feed. Beets average 12 tons per acre, beans 21 bushels, alfalfa 2%'
to 3 tons in three cuttings. Small grains yield from 25 to 50 bushels. Con-'
siderable dairy cattle are kept, while beef and sheep are wintered in large
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. numbers. The availability of beet by-products and good yields of feed crops
make feeding a desirable enterprise.

The Huntley Project was authorized and construction started in 1905.
Water was available for irrigation in 1908. The Huntley District was
created in 1921, and. in 1928 it was given the management and operation
of the project under government contract. The construction charge which
has been determined, varies from $40 to $68 an acre. Payment has been
suspended on the class 5 land.*

Construction charges are payable under one of fOUl" plans, which makes
the annual payment vary, but the average charge is $1.60 per acre. Opera
tion and maintenance charges are $1.50 an acre on all but class 5 land,
which pays 75 cents. Taxes average about another $1.25 and acre.

Lower YeIIowstone Project
The Lower Yellowstone Project is located at the extreme eastern

boundal'y of the state with approximately one-third of the land lying in
McKenzies County, North Dakota. The city of Sidney, with a population
of 2,000, is situated on the project. At this place is located the plant
of the Holly Sugar Corporation which provides a market for sugm' beets
grown in the area. A branch line of the Northern Pacific Railroad extends
fr:1m Glendive, a division point on the main line 55 miles to the south.
The Great Northern Railroad also has a branch line running through the
project, making the rail transportation facilities of the project excellent.
Imprived highways make the territory easily traversable by car.

The average elevation is 1900 feet. May 15 is the average date of the
last killing frost in the spring, while the first killing frost in the fall usually
occurs around September 20. This gives a frost-free period of approximately
127 days. The average annual rainfall over a period of twenty-six years
has been just under 14 inches. Medium heavy soils of high productivity
predominate on the project. Topography is generally even, making the
land readily irrigable. Appl'oximately one-fourth of the land has been
troubled with seepage or high water table, but drains completed within
the last four years have solved this problem. The supply of water is adequate
at all times and the average quantity of water required for best results is
1.5 acre-feet per acre.

AgriCUlture is highly developed on this project. Most of the farms
are from 80 to 16b acres in size although there are still a few larger than
this. Sugar beets yielding about 10 tons per aCre are the· principal cash
crop. Beans, grown to some extent,· average 13 cwt. Potatoes is another
popular specialized crop. Alfalfa is grown extensively with an average
yield of about 2 tons. Small grains yield fairly well, but should be grown
only for feed. A recommended crop rotation consists of corn, beans or
potatoes the first year, followed by two years of sugar beets. The fourth

·Olas. 5 land is msde up of good eoll., but of excessively rough topography or nreo.a which
are cut off from irrigation supply by slough., flat clay areas somewhat alkaline. or lLrClU\
subject to flood conditions.
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year, alfalfa should be seeded with some small grain and the land should
then reinain in alfalfa the fifth, sixth and seventh years. The combination
of sugar beet by-products with alfalfa hay and small grain feed crops makes
this an excellent location for fattening livestock.

This is a Federal Reclamation project, which was started in 1904,
Water was first made available for irrgiation in 1909. The gross area of
the project is 58,321 acres, of which 47,450 acres (excluding class 5 lands)
are designated as irrigable. A construction cost of $66.00 an acre, including
all drainage work necessary, has been decided upon for the lands exclusive.
of class 5. The contract with the Federal Government provides fOl' repay
ment of this on the basis of 5% of the average gross crop value during the
past ten years on each class of land. From 35 to 100 yeal's will be required to
pay the construction charge, depending on the value of crops raised and the
class in which the land is placed. No interest is charged by the Govern
ment on the deferred payments. The average annual repayment is now
about $1.45 per acre. In addition to this the annual cost of operation and
maintenance must be paid. This has averaged $1.13 the past five years.
Taxes average about 90 cents, making an average total fixed charge against
the land of about ,$3.50.

Milk River Project
The Milk River irrigation project is located in the north central part

of the state, lying along the Milk River in Blaine, Phillips and Valley
counties. The total length is nearly 150 miles while the width of the
valley which is accessible for il'l'igation varies from three-fourths of a
mile to three miles. The main line of the Great Northern railway traverses
the entire length of the project, with shipping points located at frequent
intervals. The average distance by rail to the Twin Cities is approximately
800 miles, and to Seattle, approximately 950 miles. The Roosevelt highway
also extends the entire length of the project, making havel, east and west
by car possible throughout the year. Chinook, with a population of 1300 is
the county seat of Blaine County, while Malta with 1265 and Glasgow with
2300 are the county seats of Phillips and Valley Counties respectively. Many
smaller towns provide a local market for some products and serve the
adjacent territories as trade centers and local shipping points. The refin
ery of the Utah-Idaho Sugar Company is located near the west end of the
project at Chinook. Grain elevators, creameries and livestock and potat!}
shipping associations facilitate the marketing of farm products.

The following table gives important climatic data recorded by the
United States Weather Bureau for three points representing conditions exist
ing at the upper, central and lower portions of the project:

Location
Chinook
Malta
Glasgow

Altitude
2502 feet
2250 feet
2092 feet

Growing
Season

128 days
126 days
120 days

Mean Annual
Precipitation
12.76 inches
13.88 inches
13.61 inches



Fig. 4-Divisions of the :Milk :River IrrigatiQll Project.
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Soils of the Milk River Valley present rather wide variations, but for
the most part are heavy. The topography is quite uniform, but in some
localities is too flat. This makes irrigation difficult and has resulted in
improper drainage with accompanying rise in water table and accumulations
of alkali. A detailed soil survey of the entire project was made in 1928 by
the Montana State College in cooperation with the Bureau of RecJamation.*

The Bureau of Reclamation, Vnited States Department of the Interior,
has developed storage facilities for all of the seven districts included in
the Milk River project. In addition, ,the Bureau has constructed the canal
and lntel'al systems of the Malta and Glasgow divisions. Administration of
these two districts is in the hands of the ,Bureau of Reclamation, while the
other five districts administer their own affairs. These districts have con
tracts with the Federal Government only for repayment of their proportional
cost of the storage construction.

Water is stored in the Sherburne Lakes Reservoir in -Glacier National
Park. From here it flows into St. Mary's river and at a point several miles
below the dam, is conveyed by a canal 29 miles long into the north fork of
the Milk River. The Milk River flows through Canada for 216 miles, re
turning to Montana at a point north of Havre. Water for irrigation is
taken from the river at various points below by means of low diversion
dams. Although construction of the storage system wasstal.'ted in 1906,
it was not until 1917 that stored water was available to supplement the
natural flow for, irrigation. The water supply is considered adequate except
in extremely dry years.

Original plllns of the Bureau of Reclamation contemplated the supplying
of water to approximately, 122,000 acres in the Malta and Glasgow divisions
and 97,500 acres in'the Chinook division. At the present time, storage water
can be supplied to' about 41,000 acres of the ,Chinook divfsion ~erved by
private canals while the Bureau has provided facilities for irrigating 87,930
acres within the Malta 'and Glasgow divisions. '

A classification of lmids in the Malta and Glasgow divisions of the
project was made in 1931. Lands designated as "class 6" were considered
nonirrigable and were relieved from, the payment of construction costs.
Glass 5 lands were temporily suspended from payment of construction
charges. Lands in both the classes, permanently or temporarily suspended
amounts to 51,226 acres. ,This leaves a 'total irrigable area of 103,597 acres
in alI divisions. Of this, approximately 41,000 acres was irrigated in 1931.

Pertinent facts l'elative to each of ,the 'districts of the Milk River pro"
ject are given in the separate sections' which follow.

Chinook Division
The Chinook division is the upper division of the Milk River project.

It includes five irrigation districts which were created to negotiate contracts
with the government and to administer their respective units. The districts
in the Chinook division do not own and maintain a lateral system. They

·"SoLl Survey of the ,Milk River Area, Mot;tan~" ,by William DeYoung. (unpublished);
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own the main canals and make delivery of water only from canals, the
farmers themselves being compelled to construct laterals for conveying
water to their farms.

It has been previously stated that the districts of the Chinook division
have contracted with the Federal Government to pay their pro rata share of
the storage development cost. After writing off approximately 35 per cent of
the original amount, the government has agreed to accept $14.05 an acre,
applicable to 31,848 acres of irrigable land which it is felt can bear con
struction charges. Payment of this begins in 1932, and is to extend over
a period of 40 years with no interest being charged. This will make the
annual charge per acre only 35 lA, cents.

An "extensive" type of irrigation farming has been practiced in the
past on this division, as evidenced by the number of farms which are 160,
320 and even 640 acres in size. Within the past few years there has been
some tendency to reduce acreage. For the areas of lighter soil type, where
a diversity of crops can be grown, units of 40 to 120 acres are considered
practical. For the heavy soil areas which are subject to· flooding and where
native blue-joint hay is about the only crop grown, larger units are no doubt
justifiable. More land is devoted to the production of native hay than any
other crop. This is because the large areas of heavy soil type are not
adapted to any other crop. There is little native hay on the better soil
areas. Alfalfa hay claims nearly as large an acreage, with wheat, barley,
flax, sugar beets and oats following in the order given. Average yields
obtained for these crops follow: native hay .7 tons, alfalfa hay 21h tons,
wheat 25 bushels, barley 35 bushels, flax ;10 blishels, sugar beets 11 tons and
oats 50 bushels. Alfalfa and beets are replacing more of the native hay
acreage each year and more livestock is being incorporated in the farming
system. Either dairy cattle, beef cattle, sheep, hog's or a combination of
two or more of these, are found on most farms.

Significant data, peculiar to each of the districts in the Chinook divi
sion, are given below:

Fort Belknap District-This distl'ict which includes most of the irrigable
land lying just west of Chinook, was created in 1920. It includes a gross
area of approximately 9000 acres. Originally 7675 acres of this were classed
as irrigable, but as the result of a recent land classification, 3851 acres
have been temporarily suspended from payment of charges because of
seeped or otherwise unproductive lands. This leaves a present irrigable
area of 3824 acres of which about 3000 acres are now irrigated. There were
46 farms using irrigation water in 1931. 'There is great need for drainage
at the present time, not only to reclaim lands temporarily suspended but to
prevent further seepage. Finances, however, are not available to do the
necessary work.

In 1923, bonds to the extent of $75,000 were sold. These mature serially
from 1928 to 1947 and bear 6 per cent interest. At present there are
$65,000 in bonds outstanding. Warrants totaling nearly $12,000 are also
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outstanding. While according to the "blanket liability" prOVISIon of the
Montana irrigation district law, each acre in the district must bear an
equal part of this indebtedness, the owners of 3824 acres classed as non
irrigable will not be able to make payment with the result that the 3851
acres of class 1 to 4 lands will bear the burden. This will amount to about
$20.00 per acre for district indebtedness. Adding' to this the $14.05 Federal
contract, makes a total indebtedness of approximately $34.00 per acre of
lrrigable land. Annual district assessments for bond retirement, payment
of interest and for operation and maintenance are $2.50 an acre. To this
must be added 35 1,4 cents an acre for payment to the government, making
a total water charge of $2.85 1,4. Taxes average about 50 cents an acre in
addition.

Alfalfa Valley District-This district is located just east of Chinook
and north of the Milk River. It includes a !tross area of 4050 acres of
which 3651 acres was originally considered irriA'able. Only 18 acres of this
was suspended as a result of the recent land classification, so the net irri
gable area is 3633 acres. Slightly over 2200 acres of this is now being
irrigated. In 1931 there were 26 irrigated farms in the district. About 15
pel' cent of the acreage is seeped, but no drainage system has been con
structed.

The district was c~'eated in 1920, and in 1923 bonds totaling $85,000
were sold. These are 6 per cent bonds, maturing serially from 1928 to
1945. About ,$28,000 in bonds are now outstanding, with n warrant indebted
ness of about $2000 in addition. The indebtedness per acre of irrigable land,
including both district and Federal, is therefore, about $22.35. The total
annual district levy is $2.25, which added to tllO government assessment
makes $2.60%, an acre. Taxes average about 50 cents additional.

Paradise Valley District-The Paradise Valley district is on the south
side of the Milk River. The town of Zurich is just north of the center of
the district. A gross area of 11,548 acres is included, of which 10,211 acres
were formerly considered irrig'able. The land classification resulted in the
suspension of 3195 acres, which leaves 7017 acres as actually it'rigable and
capable of making payments. Forty-eight farms in the district actually
irrigated about 4785 aeres of this in 1931. About 19 per cent of the acreage
is classed as seeped land, but as is the case of most other districts in the
Chinook division, no drainage works have been constructed.

The district was created in 1922, at which time a bond issue of $120,000
was sold. The bonds bear 6% interest and mature serially from 1927 to
1946. There is, to date, $103,000 of this outstanding. The warmnt indeb
tedness, however, is negligible. District and government indebtedness is
about $28.70 an acre on the irrigable lands. Account must also be taken of
the interest which must be paid annually until the bonds are retired. An
annu~l assessment of $2.25 an acre is made for district purposes. which
combmed with the government charge of 35 1,4 cents makes a total of $2.57%
pel' irrigable acre. Taxes are 50 cents additional.
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Zurich District-This district is situated on the north side of the river,
and includes the irrigable land extending both east and west of Zurich for
several miles. A gross area of 12,217 acres is included. Of this, 8,581
acres were until recently classed as irrigable. Since the recent suspension
of 1436 acres, 7,145 acres now make up the irrigable area. In 1931 there
were 53 farms which irrigated about 4775 acres of this. Considerable seepage
has occurred here, but a large open drain has been installed. This has cor
rected a good deal of the difficulty, but more drainage construction is
needed.

The Zurich district was created in 1920, and in 1923 a bond issue of
$280,000 was sold. This was a serial issue bearing 6 per cent interest.
There are at the present time ,$245,000 in bonds and $22,555 in warrants
outstanding. The district indebtedness is, therefore, $37.50 an acre exclusive
of interest and the total indebtedness is $51.55 an acre In 1931 the district
assessment was $4.50. Of this only 41 cents was for operation and main
tenance, the balance being for bond retirement and the payment of interest.
Adding the 35JA cent payment which must be made in the future will bring
this to $4.85JA an acre. Taxes average about 50 cents an acre for the irriga
ble lands.

Harlem District-The Harlem district lies just north of the Milk River
and south of the Zurich district in the vicinity of Harlem. Gross acreage of
the district is 12,770 aCl'es of which 11,516 were originally considered irri
gable. There has been a suspension of 2598 acres, which leaves the net
irrigable area at about 8918 acres. There were in 1931, 50 farms in the
district, irrigating a total of 7641 acres. Seepage is a problem in some
localities. The district owns a drag line and has constructed some open
surface drains, but more of this is needed. The necessary water supply is
assured by two 50 c. f. s. electric pumps which lift water from the river
east of Zurich.

The district was organized in 1922, and in 1925 bonds totaling $100,000
were sold. These are 6 per cent serial bonds, the last of which mature
in 1952. Finances of this district are rather unique in that most of the
bonds were purchased by the farmers themselves. There are· at present
$86,100 in bonds and $13,855 in warrants outstanding. The district indeb
tedness exclusive of future interest payments, amounts to $12.30 an acre
for the land actually irrigable, which after all, is the land that must ulti
mately bear the charge unless some of the temporarily suspended land is
reclaimed. To this must be added the pro rata storage contract of $14.05,
bringing the total to $26.35 per irrigable acre. The district assessment in
1931 was $2.50. This included interest, bond retirement and operation and
maintenance. Adding the 35JA cent Federal assessment beginning in 1932,
will bring the total to $2.85%,. Taxes were about 50 cents an acre.

Savoy-'Coburg Extension-The original plan of the Bureau of Reclam
ation called for the supplying of water to this area. The proposed line of
the main canal would extend the present terminus of the Zurich canal,
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which is about four miles east of Harlem, east along the foothills beyond
Savoy and Coburg. The area includes 11,307 acres of irrigable land similar.
to that in the Harlem and Zurich districts. At present some flooding and
irrigation by pumping is done here.

Additional storage would have to be supplied to make possible the
carrying forward of this project. Although storage would be possible by
means of development of the so-called "chain of lakes," the present low
prices for agricultural products and the resulting lack of demand for land,
preclude the liklihood of this development being carried out for some time.

Malta Division

Malta District-There is but the one irrigation district on the Malta
division, This includes two units which have partially separate sources of
water supply. The upper unit begins four miles west of Dodson in Phillips
county and includes il'rigable lands lying on both sides of the Milk River to
a point just east of Malta. Here the river swings north rather abruptly,
The irrigable land in the east part of this unit all lies SQuth of the river
and eytends to the vicinity of Bowdoin. The lower unit of the Malta division
begins south of the I'iver in the vicinity of Ashfield and extends east to
Hinsdale.

Water for the upper unit is divel'ted from the Milk River neal' Dodson.
The Dodson North Canal and the Dodson South Canal convey water from
the common point of diversion to the lands lying on their respectivve sides
of the river. The Dodson South Canal also conveys water through the
Nelson Reservoir to the lower unit of the division. The supply of water is
adequate except in very dJ:y years.

A land classification of this division, made in 1931 for the purpose of
determining those lands which could bear construction charges, resulted in
the following distribution:

Classes of Land Acres
1 4804
2 5639
3 5014
4 9574
5 31259
6 23811

Total 58671*

Class 1 includes well-drained, light textured soils, of smooth topo
graphy. These soils are suitable for the production of any crop permitted by
the climate of the area and are especially adapted to diversified farming..
Class 2 is made up of light textured soils, but of uneven topography so

"This includes only lands in the district orJ<anization, There are sevel'al hundred acreS'
in the division which are not subject to the jurisdiction of the! district.
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that irrigation is more costly. Much of this land can become Class 1 land
by leveling. It is suitable for diversified fal·ming. Class 3 soils are some
what heavier than the former and are distinctly restricted in the range of
cropS that may be grown. There is a tendency for these soils to "bake"
after irrigation. Some of the Class 3 lands are of low productivity be
cause of slight alkali accumulations or seepage. Grain, hay and alfalfa
seed yield well on this soil. Glass 4 land includes the heavier'soils but only
those capable of producing fairly good yields of alfalfa hay and seed. It
is difficult to obtain good stands of alfalfa owing to the tendency of this
soil to bake hard after irrigation, thus killing young plants. Class 5 land
is made up of "good soils but of excessively rough topography or areas
which al'e cut off from irrigation supply by sloughs, flat clay areas some
what alkaline, or areas subject to flood conditions. Class 6 includes areas
which are considered permanently non-irrigable, either because of topo
graphy and location or because of excessive alkaline soils.

The above table shows that only 25,031 acres, or less than 50 per cent
of the land in the district, is now considered able to bear the charges. As
part of the 31,259 aCI'es of Class 5 land is drained or othel'wise reclaimed,
it will be able to carry a part of the total construction charge and the cost
of district operation and maintenance.

In 1931 there were 341 farms in the district. Of this number only 214
used irrigation water and the total area which they irrigated was 14,358
acres. Most of the farms include from 160 to 320 acres, and the system of
farming is very "extensive" for irrigated land. Native hay accounts for up
wards of half the cropped acreage, while wheat claims nearly one-third.
Alfalfa hay and alfalfa seed rank next, with small grain feed crops and
sugar beets following. Average yields obtained for the various crops are
as follows: Native hay .7 tons, alfalfa hay 2 tons, wheat 20 bushels, barley
30 bushels, oats, 50 bushels, sugal' beets 11 tons and potatoes 160 bushels.
Yields can be increased as a more intensive system of farming becomes
established. Large numbers of sheep and beef cattle are either kept on
farms in the district 01' brought there for wintering.

Type of soil affects the size of unit and the crops which should be grown.
On the better soils, which are capable of diversified crop production, 40
to 160 acres are considered proper units. This will have to be increased
for the poor soils areas. Livestock of some kind should be the enterprise
around which the system of farming is organized in most cases.

Although surveys and construction had been under way for some years,
it was not until 1912 that water was available for irrigation on the Malta
division. " The systems of canals and laterals were built by the BUl'eau of
Reclamation. These are well constructed and are generally in good repair.
The Malta district was created in 1924, but as yet has not taken over the
maintenance and aperation of the system. Its function so far has been to
facilitate the making of contracts between the Federal government and the
water users, and to collect operation and maintenance charges.
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Since this division was built entirely by and is now being managed by
the Bureau of Reclamation, the district has no bonded or warrant indebted
ness. Contracts between the district and the bureau stipulate $57.00 an
acre as the amount which the Class 1 to 5 lands must eventually pay, al
though the class 5 lands al'e now temporarily suspended. This includes the
charge for canal and lateral construction, and in addition, the pro rata
share of storage development cost. The $57.00 is to be paid, without
interest, over a period of 40 years beginning in 1932. This means an annual
payment of $1.42% per irrig'able acre. The operation and maintenance
cost is 50 cents for each il'1'igable acre, plus $J1.00 per acre foot for water
actually used. In addition an assessment of 25 cents an acre is made for a
I'evolving' fund which is to be used for the purchase of tax certificates and
titles to delinqquent lands, and 5 cents an acre is required for district ad
ministration. Assuming· the average purchase of one acre foot of water
per acre, the total water cost PCI' acre beginning in 1932 will be $:3.22%.
Taxes average about 40 cents an acre for i1'l'igable land.

Glasgow Division

Glasgow District-The Glasgow district is the only district in this
division It lies south of the Milk River, beginnhlg at Tampico and extending
south and east to Nashua. A diversion dam in the Mille River near Vandalia
puts water in the Vandalia canal which makes deliveries throughout the
entire length of the division. Except in very dry years the supply of water
is adequate.

An accurate idea of the soils in this division can be obtained from the
following classification macIe of the lands in 1931:

Classes of Land* Acres
1 339
2 1521
3 2739
4 5907
5 6264
6 225

Total 16,995**

It is apparent from this table that 10,506 acres are considered suffi
ciently productive to carry thcir share of construction costs. At a later
date some of the 6264 acres temporarily suspended may be reclaimed to an
extent that they can be charged their pro rata amount.

Of the 148 farms on the division in 1931, only 56 used the irrigation
water of this system. The total amount which they irrigated was 6,031

·See explanation of land c1nsses helow tahle. pnlle 60.

"This does not include severnl thousnnd ncres of irrilrnble lll.nd in the divisi.on which ill
not ~ncJuded in the GllUlgOW district.



AN INVENTORY OF MONTANA IRRIGATION PROJECTS 53

acres. The system of fal'ming practiced here is much more extensive than
on the Malta division just previously discussed.

The Bureau of Reclamation also built the canal and lateral system of
this division and water is delivered to each farm. The district was 'created
in 1926 and as in the Malta division, serves only as an intermediary between
the Government and the water users. '1'he construction charge for the
Class 1 and Class 5 lands of this division is also $57.00 an acre, payable over
a 40 year period without interest. The operation and maintenance charge
is 65 cents an acre for all irrigable land, plus $1.00 an acre foot for water
actually used. A revolving fund assessment of 10 cents an acre and a dis
trict administration charge· of 15 cents is also made. For land which uses
one acre foot of water per year, the total charge will be $3.3Zlh an acre.
Texas average 40 cents an acre additional.

Sun River Project

Fort Shaw Distric·t-The F01't Shaw district is one unit of the Sun
River Federal Reclamation project. It is located on the south side of the Sun
River approximately 25 miles west of Great Fans in Cascade County. The
Great Falls-Augusta branch of the Great Northern Railroad extends the
full length of the project. A fine gravelled road parallels the railroad,
making no point on the project more than one hour's drive from Great Falls,.

-the second largest city in Montana and a good market for fann products~

An average elevation for this district is about 3600 feet. The last:
killing frost in the spring averages about May 20 and the first killing frost
in· the fall about Sept. 15, giving a frost-free period of something like 12()
days. Weather records over a long period show an annual precipitation of
11 inches. Soils vary from a silt loam to a heavy clay loam with occasional
patches of gravel. Topography is even in most places with just enough fall
,to make irrig'ation easy. Some seepage has taken place toward the lower
end of the project, but all the land is classified. No drainage has been done
nor is any contemplated in the near future. Water is diverted from Sun
River at a point 14 miles west of Simms. An ample supply is assured by a
series of storage reservoirs which empound water for this ana the Green
fields district.

The irrigable area of this district is at present given as 13,902 acres
'of which about 7500 has been irrigated, on an average, over the last ten
years. There are about 200 farms on the project, most of which are either
a 40 or 80 acre'size. Dairying and poultry raising are carried on extensively
and some feeding of lambs and beef is being done. The principal crops are
alfalfa hay and small grains for feed. Potatoes are the principal cultivated
crop although the acreage of beets has been growing the last few years.
Average yields are as follows: Alfalfa 2 tons in as ~any cuttings,
",weet clover Ilh tons, sweet clover seed 3.5 bushels, potatoes 200 bushels,
sugar beets 11 tons, barley 30 bushels.
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The Fort Shaw division was authorized, and constrllction started in
1906. Watel; was available for irrigation in IDOD. The c.lif'trict was created
and the management of the distribution system turned ov(~r to the dish·jet
in 1919. The construction charge has been fixed at $34.G:l an acre anlI is
payable to the Federal Government annually at the rate of fi )101' Cl'nt of
the average gross crop value during the past ten years on cach class of
land. Operation and maintenance charges are 85 ('('11tH an arnl nYlll taxes
average 50 cents an aCl·e. There is only a small amount of rlQlinqllenc~' to
date under this plan.

Greenfields District-The Greenfields District is a u11it of tho ~un Riyer
Federal Reclamation project It is located west of Great I~nlls at an a\'(ml~e

distance of about 30 miles. The lands are in Teton and Cascade Counties.
The project is traversed by the Great Falls-Ag-awalll hranrh of the Chicago.
Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Railway. The Great Falls-Penrlroy hrullch
of the Great Northern Railway runs along the llorthern and eastern hounr!
aries of the district. The principal town and shipping- ]lnint is I~flh·field.

which has a population of 150. The Yellowstone-Glacier Park lli~hway. a
well-built and welt-maintained gravelled thoroup:hfare exten(ls the t'ntil'e
length of the distl'ict. Great Falls, with a population of 30,000 provides a
good local market.

The elevation over most of the area is 3,800 feet. Weather l'O('ortls
show that the last killing frost in the spring occurs ahout May 20 oml the
first killing frost in the fall about September 15, makinA' an averng-o frost
free period of approximately 120 days. The annual precipitation ill about
12 inches. For the most part the soil is a brown. g-ravelly clay loam to silt
loam of good productivity. There is some heavier clay loam soil and a few
gravel out-crops, but these less desirable soils are in the minority on that
part of the project at present under irrigation. The topograllhy is very
even and favorable for irrigation. Seepage has g-iven some difficulty al
though there are at present about 30 miles of drains. More will he built in
]932 and as required in the future. Water is diverted from Sun River near
the mouth of the canyon, a point about 45 miles west of Fairfield. An
abundance of water is assured by means of three storage reservoirs which
are used jointly with the Fort Shaw district. I

The 'gross area of this project is 128,840 acres. Of this, 90,206 acres \'
are classed as irrigable, although only about half this area is equipped with
canals and structures which permit irrigation at the present time. The 1
remaining irrigable acreage, while not having as favorable soil or topog-raphy .
as that at present under irrigation, is considered feasible and will be develop- I
ed as there is need for it. The area actually irrigated is increasing each
year, in 1931 reaching 23,1l28 acres. 'l'here are about 325 farms in this
district. Although varying somewhat most of them are either 160 or 2001
acres in size. A diversified type of farming is being followed. A crop I
rotation plan r'ecommended consists of alfalfa or sweet clover for several I.

year'l, followed by potatoes, beets or peas, and this in turn followed by a I
small grain crop for feed. Alfalfa yields 2 tons per acre in two cuttings,

,I
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sweet clover 1Vz tons, sugar beets -12 tons, potatoes 200 bushels, seed peaR
22 bushels' and small grain feed crops 30 to 40 bushels. Because' of the
large amount of range land adjacent to this project, it is well located for
the growing of winter feed for livestock, which is the principal industry.

Construction was started on the Greenfields division in 1913 and water
actually was made available for irrigation in 1919. The district was created
in 1925 and the system was turned over to the distl'ict for operation in
1931. The construction charge has not yet been determined but it is esti
1l1ated that it will exceed $90 an acre. No construction charge is being
made at the present time, but when the amount is determined it will be paid
at the rate of 5% annually of the gross per acre crop income based on an
average of the preceding ten years. This would have been 75 cents an acre
in 1931. No interest is charged by the Federal Government on the deferred
payments. Operation and maintenance charg'es are 65 cents an acre and
taxes about 30 cents an acre.

Part IV .._.. Federal Indian Service Projects.

NATURE OF INDIAN SERVICE PROJECTS

Irrigation systems hav·e been constructed on five Indian reservation!'>
in the state for the purpose of irrigating certain of the lands allotted to the
Indians. It is hoped that the assurance of a crop, which accompanies irriJ
gation, will encourage the Indians to do more farming and become more
nearly self-supporting.

The Bureau of Reclamation has cooperated with the Indian Service in
building these projects. Once constructed, however, the administration is
entirely in the hands of the Indian Service. Funds for the construction of
these projects come as a direct appropriation from Congress rather than
from public land sales and other specified sources· as with the Reclamation
funds.

Blackfeet Indian Project

The Blackfeet Indian Project is located in Glacier and Pondera counties
directly east of Glacier National Park. The main line of the Great North
ern Railroad traverses the northern part of the project. Federal Highway
No.2 parallels the railroad along the northern part while Federal Highway
No. 87 traverses the western part. Browning and Cut Bank with popula
tions of 1,000 and 800 respectively are the principal towns.

Average elevation is 3900 feet, precipitation averages 11 inches and
the frost free period is about 112 days. Topography is broken by occasional
ravines but the benches are uniform and readily irrigable. Soils are mostly
of glacial origin. The higher benches usually are of gravelly loam, while
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the lower benches and slopes are more apt to be a silt loam or clay loam.
There are foul' sources of water supply, namely, Badger, Blacktail and
Birch G,reeks and the Two Medicine River. The supply is adequate to
jrrigate all land included in the proposed development. The seeped area
is negligible and no drainage is yet considered necessary.

A census taken in 1930 indicates that there were 70 farms on the pro
ject, including both Indian and white farmers. The acreage per farm is
rather large and the system of agriculture is poorly developed. Approxi
mately half the farmed acreage is in hay, divided about evenly between wild
hay and alfalfa. Nearly an equal acreage is in wheat, with oats taking the
reminder. Accurate average yields for the five-year period, 1927 to 1931
inclusive, were kept by the project manager. These are as follows: Alfalfa
l:Ih tons, wild hay 1 ton, oats 40 bushels, wheat 20 bushels. It should be
mentioned that these yields do not represent the productivity which the
project is capable of, if better farming practices were followed. There is a
large acreage of excellent range land adjacent to the project. It could be
utilized to better advantage than at present if more winter feed were being
grown in the area.

In 1908 construction was begun on the Blackfeet project and val'ions
developments have been made since that time. The total proposed project
includes 6 units with an irrigable area of 118,500 acres. Four of these
units have been partially developed to the extent of placing 21,565 under
constructed works. The more important of these a1'e the Two Medicine and
Badger-Fisher units. Around 6,000 acres are irrigated annually, The
final construction charge has not yet been determined, but 50 cents an acre
annually is being collected to retire this. Operation and maintenance cost
is $1.00 an acre. Taxes average 40 cents an acre additional.

Crow Indian Project
The Crow Indian Irrigation Project is located in Big Horn County

in the south central part of the state. The Chicago, 'Burlington and
Quincy Railroad, extending south from Billings and into Wyoming,
serves the territory, although the western part of the project is some dis
tance from a shipping point. Federal Highway No 87 E follows approxi
mately the same course as the railroad. Hardin, a city of 2,000 is the largest
trade center, while Lodge Grass and Wyola, situated toward the upper end
of the project, are the largest of several small towns in the area. Beets
are shipped south to the refinery of the Holly Sugar Corporation at Sheridan,
Wyoming, 90 miles distant.

The elevation averages about 3,100 feet, while the frost-free period is
about 140 days and the annual precipitation 15 inches. Soils vary a great
deal but are for the most part dark in color. Loams to clay loams constitute
the main soil types. The topography is very favorable for irrigation. Water
for irrigation is taken from the Big Horn River and its tributaries which
flow through the Crow Indian Reservation. The supply .is considered ade
quate for the area at present under constructed works during periods of
normal precipitation.
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In 1893 construction of the project was begun. There are 13 separate
irrigation systems included in the project. Approximately 63,400 acres are
Classed as irrigable, and of this amount it is estimated that 51,000 acres
are now under constructed works. From 15,000 to 20,000 acres are irrigated
annually. So far the average per acre construction cost is $39.00. There
may be some variation from this when construction is completed. The
annual charge for construction repayment varies with the unit and with
certain other factors. The maximum charge for this is $2.09 an acre. This
falls off to as little as 5 cents an acre under other conditions. An operation
and maintenance charge of $1.20 an acre is made on Government operated
units. Taxes average about 90 cents additional.

In 1930 there were 385 farm families on the various units of the project,
including both Indian and white farmers, as well as owners and lessees:
Dividing this number into the acreage annually irrigated gives from 40 to
50 acres of irrigated land per farm. Alfalfa hay, yielding slightly more
than 2 tons per acre, claim about one-fourth of the cropped land. Wild hay,
yielding approximately one ton per acre, utilizes about 20 per cent of the
cH}lped area. Barley ranks next, with beans and oats following closely.
f)llgar beets are grown to some extent. Yields of these latter crops now
being obtained follow: Barley 20 bushels, beans 10 cwt., oats 25 bushels
and sugar beets 12 tons. There is no doubt but what the lands of this pro
ject are more productive than the yields indicate. About equal numbers
of cattle and sheep are maintained. Hogs also constitute an important
class of livestock kept. Conditions are favorable for a diversified type of
livestock production in combination with the growing of beans and beets as
cash crops.

FLATHEAD INDIAN PROJECT

(Data Applicable to All Units)

The Flathead Indian Project is located south of Flathead Lake in Lake
County. This is in the northwestern part of the state. A branch line of
the Northern Pacific Railroad extends from Dixon north to Polson, traver
sing all but one unit of the project. Federal highway No 93 follows the
approximate course of the railroad thru the project. Polson, a city of
1500, is at the north end. Pablo, Ronan, St. Ignatius and Al'lee are towns
lying south of Polson and serving as local trade centers and shipping points.
Missoula, with a population of 15,000 is less than 30 miles from the most
southern unit of the project. Sugar beets from this area are shipped to
the refinery of the Amalgated Sugar Company at Missoula. A cream
marketing association and a livestock marketing association, in addition to
local creameries are available to farmers on the project. Elevation averages
about 3000 feet over most of the projects. The frost-free period is about
125 days while the annual precipitation is 116 inches.

Construction was started on the Flathead project in 1907. The entire
project contemplates the ultimate irrigation of 124,500' acres. Of this
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amount, about 112,000 acres are now under, constructed works, while be
tween 40,000 and 50,000 acres are irrigated annually. Farms average about
80 acres in size and most of the farmers are white people. Alfalfa is the
leading crop on all three units of· the project. Nearly 22,000 acres were in
.this ·crop the past three years. Pasture claims the second largest acreage,
with small grains and sugar beets next in the order named. Yields of
these crops vary SOmewhat between the three units, so average yields will
be stated separately for each district at a later point. The system of farm
ing is for the most part quite diversified. Dairy cows and hogs are the
most frequent livestock combination found, while there are .some sheep and
a substantial amount of poultry kept. Sugar beets have been grown exten
sively only in the last few years, but they are the leading cash crop. Small
'grains, seed peas and red clover seed are also sold as cash crops. .

There are three geographical divisions or units known as the Camas
Division, the Mission Valley Division, and the Jocko Division. White land
owners within the irrigation project have three Irrgation Districts organ
ized under Montana State Laws. These districts are the Flathead Irriga
tion District, which includes the Camas division and part of the Mission
Valley Division areas; the Mission Irrigation District which includes lands
of the Mission Valley Division not included in the Flathead Irrigation Dis
trict; and the Jocko Valley Irrigation District which embraces lands in the
J ocko Division only. No tl'ust patent Indian ailotments are included and
there are many fee patented tracts whose owners have elected not to include
their lands in any of the districts.

The Flathead and Mission Irrigation Districts have entered into con
tracts with the United States for the repayment of construction and other
costs. For the present the project is managed by the United States.
Management of the project will be turned over to the respective dis
tricts having repayment contracts after the construction program is finished
and the project finally completed.

Jocko Valley District-The Jocko District is in the extreme southern
part of Lake County and embraces the greater part of the white owned
~ands in the Jocko Division of the Flathead Project. The main body of land
included, surrounds the town of Arlee, while a smaller area lies a few miles
north and west adjacent to the town of Dixon. The gross area of the dis
trict is 6332 acres all of which is classed as irrigable and about 5000 acres
of which are actually irrigated.* The J ocko River and Finley creek are
the sources of water. The supply is estimated as being 35% deficient during
extremely dry years like 1931. No storage is at present provided, and addi
tional construction is indefinite. Parts of both units have a gravelly sub
soiL The soil of the Arlee division is also quite gravelly, requiring rather
heavy applications of water. In the vicinity of Dixon the soils are more 1.. II

silty in character and less water is needed for crop production. Topography
is favorable for irrigation. '.•

'The .Tocko Division contains approximately 13,300 acres of irrigable land of which 13,000 .\
is under constructed works. J
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The system of farming practiced is diversified, and very similar to that
of the other districts. Alfalfa yields average 3 tons, sugal' beets 9 tons,
seed peas 25 bushels and red clover about 150 pounds of seed. Small grains
yield only moderately well.

The Jocko District was created in 1926 but to date has not yet entered
into a repayment contract with the Federal Government. Construction
charges to date as set by public notice of November 1, Hl30, are $40 an
acre. This is to be paid in 16 installments, without interest, the first 5
at 5% of the cost and the remaindeT at 7%. The fiTst $2.00 payment is now
due, and the first of the remaining 15 payments will be due December 1,
1935. The minimum operation 'and maintenance charge is 50 cents an acre
and the maximum charge is $1.00. Taxes average 50 cents an acre in ad
dition.

Flathead District-The Flathead District includes parts of two divisions
o£ the irrigation project. The larger of these includes the land between
the foothills of the Mission Range and the Flathead River, and extending
£1'0111 just south of Flathead Lake to Post Creek in the vicinity of the Na
tional Bison Range. The other unit includes the land surrounding the town
o£ Camas, about 10 miles west of the main project. Gross area of lands
"""ithin the Flathead district is 80,000 acres. Approximately 73,000 acres
a1'e under constructed works and a little more than half this amount is
actually irrigated. The water of seveTal creeks are used and the seasonal
£low is supplemented by several relatively small reservoirs. The supply is
not entirely adequate in very dry years, but additional work is in progress
vvhich will increase the supply. TopogTaphy of the lands in this district is
rolling and inclined to be rough. The eastern border, at the foot of the
Mission Range is somewhat rocky. The main body of the area, how
eveT, has a Tather heavy silty soil. Little difficulty from seepage has yet
been encountered.

The type of farming practiced is quite diversified. More than 65 per
sent of the acreage irrigated is in forage crops and pasture, the remainder
being used for small grains, sugar beets, seed peas and potatoes. Yields
obtained on an average are as follows: Alfalfa 3 tons, beets 10 tons, seed
peas 20 bushels, medium red clover seed 200 pounds, wheat 35 bushels,
barley 40 bushels and oats 50 bushels. A livestock combination of dairy
co"ws and hogs is very common, while there is some winter fattening of
beef cattle. Few sheep are kept on farms.

The Flathead district was created in 1926. The constructionexpendi
tUTe to November 1, 1930 was approximately $45.00 an acre, and the ulti
:mate charge, when construction is completed, is expected to be .$65.00.
Repayment of this was to have begun in 1931, but an extension of 5 years
'VVas granted. Payments starting in 1933 will be at the rate of 2% per cent
o£ the construction charge 01' $1.12 an acre on the present .$45.00 basis.
Operation and maintenance charges are 75 cents an acre and taxes average
50 cents an acre.
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Mission District-The Mission District lies immediately south of the
Flathead District and extends on south to the foot of the divide just north
of Ravalli. The area within the district is 13,133 acres, 90% of which is
under constructed works. About 8500 acres are ·actually being irrigated.
Water for irrigation is provided by several creeks which are supplemented
by the development of storage. There are some shortage of water in 1931,
but construction work now in progress is expected to assure an ample
supply. Soils vary somewhat over the project, but there is a predominance
of heavy silty soils and clay loams. The topography is rolling, but for the
most part, does not seriously hinder irrigation.

The system of farming practiced is almost identical with that followed
in the Flathead District which was discussed just previously. Yields are
also the same.

The Mission District was created in 1926 and repayment contract agl'eed
upon. Expenditure for construction and annual charges for construction,
maintenance and operation and for taxes are the same as for the Flathead
District.

Fort Belknap Indian Project

The Fort Belknap Indian Project is located along the Milk River
in Blaine and Phillips counties in the north central part of the state. The
main line of the Great Northern Railroad and the Roosevelt highway trav
erese the project, providing excellent transportation facilities. Harlem,
Savor and Dodson are principal trading centers on the project. Chinook,
a city of 1,300 where the Utah-Idaho Sugar Company has a refinery, is 30
miles west. Havre, the largest city in northern Montana, is 50 miles west.

Average elevation of the project is 2,300 feet. The frost free period is
about 125 days and the annual precipitation averages 14 inches. Water is
secllred from the Milk River and tributary streams on the FOl't Belknap
Reservation. The supply is adequate for the acreage at present under con
~truction works, during years of normal precipitation. Soils in the Milk
River Valley are largely a heavy loam to clay loam which are productive
when irrigated. Topography is flat, and unless discreation is used in irriga
tion there is danger of trouble from improper drainage. Soils on those
projects lying along' the foot of the Little Rockies are lighter and grade to
sandy loams. Here topography though somewhat rolling, permits irriga
tion with little difficulty.

Construction was started on this project in 1893. The area ultimately
irrigable is estimated at 25,285 acres. There are now 16,975 acres under
constructed works. The construction cost to date has been $23.00 an acre,
but the final cost cannot be determined until the develepmellt })rog;ram is
complete. No assessment for construction repayment nor for operation and
maintenance is levied against Indian allottees. An operation and main
tenance charge of $1.00 an acre annually is made to those who lease land.
Land owned by the Indians is not subject to tax, but any which may be owned
in the future by white people will pay a tax of approximately 45 cents an
acre on the basis of present rates.
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About 12,000 acres of land are cropped annually. Native hay, which is
largely blue-joint, accounts for considerably more than half the total. Al
falfa hay is easily second in rank with wheat, oats, sugar beets and potatoes
following in the ordeT named. Average yields for the three years 1929 to
1931 inclusive are as follows: Native hay 1 ton, alfalfa hay 1.75 tons,
wheat 6 bushels, oats 17 bushels, potatoes 95 bushels and sugar beets 7,5
tons. This was an extremely unfavorable three year period so the yields are
very low.

A census of agriculture taken on the project in 1929 Tevealed that there
were 1,807 cattle, 1,383 horses, 193 hogs, 2,500 fowls and no sheep. No land
on the pToject is owned by white people with the exception of 360 acres owned
by St. Pauls M.ission, although there are several white lessees. This ex
plains to quite an extent the fact that more development argiculturally has
not taken place on the project.

FORT PECK INDIAN PRJOJECT

The Fort Peck project includes four separated areas or units in. the
Forth Peck Indian Reservation which lies immediately nOTth of the Missouri
RiveT in the northeastern part of the state. The main line of the Great
Northern Railroad touches three of these units, and a branch of this railroad
serves the fourth. Loading points are located at frequent intervals and
there are number of small towns along the way. Poplar and Wolf Point,
with respective populations of 2000 and 2,200, al'e the leading trade centers.
Federal Highway No.2 parallels the railroad and makes travel east and
west by car possible the year round.

Average elevation is about 2,000 feet. The frost free period is ordinarily
about 135 days and the annual precipitation 131;2 inches. Soils vary widely
o.ver this elongated area. Since most of the area is bottom land, a great
deal of the soil is a heavy silt loam. This grades into a sandy loam in
some places and in others to a heavy clay or gumbo, Topography is excel
lent for irrigation. Water is taken from the Milk River and other Missouri
River tributaries. The supply is not adequate as developed at present.

Construction began on the· Fort Peck project in 1908. Four separate
units have been developed or partially developed to date. The total irriga~

hIe area included in the system is now considered as 36,000 acres, of which
22,794 acres are classed under constructed works. About 2,500 acres of
thi~ is now being- irrigated. The final construction chal'ge has not been
fully detel'mined since development is not completed. To date it varies from
$30 to $55 per irrigable acre. - An annual charge of 50 cents an acre is made
for the retirement of this. The operation and maintenance charge is $1.00
pel' acre for all lands upon which application for delivery of water is made.
Taxes on the irrig-ated land average about 50 cents an acre.

There were 23 white farmers and 13 Indian formers on the project in
1931. The system of farming is not highly developed. Ninety per cent
of the cropped acreage is in hay, the remainder being used to produce
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barley and oats for feed. Alfalfa accounts for a little more than half the
hay acreage, yielding an average of 1% tons a year in two cuttings. Wild
hay yields about one ton. Barley and oats average about 40 bushels. A
considerable amount of range livestock is kept by farmel's on the project.

Part V ·--Irrigation Companies and

Associations

Under this heading is included the irrigation projects which are con
trolled by the water users themselves combined in some organized form
of cooperation under the state laws other than irrigation districts. Far
more Montana lands are irrigated by enterprises of this kind than by any
other excepting private and partnership enterprises.

Nature of ,Companies and Associations

There are several points of difference between irrigation companies
and irrigation districts. While irrigation companies may sell bonds as a
means of deriving revenue for construction and operation, they seldom do
this. Their usual procedure is to sell stock or shares to the water users.
The money obtained from the sale of shares is ordinarily used for the
original construction. The shares then serve as evidence of a rig'ht to a
certain per cent of the water available annually or to a specified amount
of water. In some cases the shares representing a right to water are trans
ferrable, while in others, the water appertains to the land and the shares
cannot be sold unless the land to which the shares were originally issued is
sold.

It must be clearly kept in mind that an irrigation company does not
have the power to tax. Irrigation districts do have this power.

Irrigation companies usually have a board of directors or board of
trustees, elected by the members of the company. This board manages the
affairs of the project which includes levying assessments annually to cover
operation and maintenance costs, and in some cases, for the retiring of
indebtedness.

A compal'ison of the annual water cost on projects of companies and of
districts will show that in almost all cases, the company assessments are
less. There al'e several reasons for this. In the first place, most of the
companies have been organized a great many years and have lands included
in their pl'ojects which are readily accessible to irrigation. This explains
to a great extent the increased investment per acre which is shown in
Fig. 1, page 8.*

'The increase in the general pri_e level from 1890 to 1930 is. of course, also reflected in
Fig. 1.
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In most cases short gravity ditches, or even headgates along the stream
channel are all the construction they have. It is the exception rather than
the rule for companies to build and maintain a lateral system. The situa
tion is just reversed with irrigation districts. The cost of materials and
labor was less when most of the company projects were constructed. Not
only was this true, but the company usually paid cash which they derived
from the sale of stock to the water users. While the stockholders may
have borrowed money to purchase their stock, this is not reflected in the
business of the company. Ordinarily, then, the ditch company assessment
is only for operation and maintenance of a rather inexpensive system, while
the irrigation district must levy an assessment to cover maintenance and
operation of a" much more expensive system and in addition make provisions
for bond retil'ement, interest on indebtedness and perhaps for a delinquent
land purchase fund. These additional assessments will be necessitated until
the indebtedness is retired, at which time the district may collect only for
operation and maintenance.

It has not been possible to include in this study all of the irrigation
'";company proj(lcts. An attempt was made to include all of those which irri
~' gate more than 1000 acres, but time and resources available did not permit

securing data from some.

PROJECTS IN MONTANA

The only classification attempted in the following presentation is by
geographical division of the state.

,Companies and Associations-Northwestern Area
Grass Valley French Ditch Company-The project of the Grass Valley

French Ditch Company is located about 8 miles west and north of Missoula.
It occupies an old lake bed, the soils of which are a heavY dark loam of good

/productive quality. Water is taken by gravity from the Missoula River
,. at a point about 6 miles west of the city. The supply is entirely adequate.

The company has only a short main ditch, but maintains in addition several
laterals.

Practically all of the 4500 acres included in the pl'oject is being irri
gated. -There are about 25 farmers in the company, each having in the
neighborhood of 150 acres. Hay is the principal crop grown. Timothy and
clover yields about 2% tons and alfalfa 3 tons in two cuttings. Sugar beets
have been expanding on the project, and an average yield of 13 tons is ob
tained. Small grains, grown primarily for feed, yield well. Dairying is
practised to quite an extent, while a number of the fal'mers have beef cattle.
A small amount of fattening of livestock is done, using by-products from
the sugar factory to supplement home-grown feeds.

The company was formed in 1906 with an issue of 4500 shares, or one
share per acre. The water cost averages $1.00 to the acre and taxes are
about $11.20 an acre
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Orchard Homes Ditch Company-The Orchard Homes Ditch Company
supplies water for irrigation to the northern part of a suburban settlement
called Orchard Homes, immediately west of Missoula. Soils of this project
are a rich loam with gravelly sub-soil. Water is taken by gravity from the
Missoula River near the Higgins Avenue bridge. The supply is considered
plentiful at all times.

Approximately 600 acres is served by this company. The units average
from 5 to 10 acres in size and are occupied largely as residence farms by
people who work in Missoula, or who have additional sources of income,
Fruit, berries, truck crops, dairy cows and poultry are the principal enter
prises.

Stock, of which there are 1300 shares, appertains to the land. Each
shal'e entitles the holder to 1 inch of water so there is available approxi
mately two inches of water per acre. The water charge is $1.50 an inch,
01'$3.00 an acre Taxes are about $2.85 an acre additional.

Rattlesnake Irrigation Company-This project is located in a canyon
immediately northeast of Missoula. The soil is largely a dark brown
gravelly loam. Water is taken from Rattlesnake Creek, and the supply
is usually adequate.

The project was developed about 1895, with something less than 1000
acres being irrigated. Some fifty water users own stock in this company.
Although there are a few larger farms on the project, most of them are
from 3 to 10 acres and are farmed by people who take this means of supple
menting their main source of income. Fruit, garden truck, flowers, poultry
and dairy cows are combined in a small wayan most of the farms.

It is understood that no regular assessment is made for water. The
shareholders cooperate in keeping up the ditches by contributing work.
Only when special repairs are required is it necessary to make an assess
ment. Taxes are about $1.90 an acre.

Supply Ditch .company-The project of the Supply Ditch Company
starts 12 miles south of Stevensville and extends to a point 5 miles north
of Stevensville on the east side of the Bitter Root River in Ravalli C'ounty,
The land irrigated by this system lies south and immediately east of the
Union Ditch project. The soils vary widely from those having a high water
table to those with excellent drainage. For the most part they are a moder
ately heavy loam, brown in color, and quite productive. Gravel and stone
outcrops in places somewhat hinder cultivation.

There are 4400 acres of irrigated land under this ditch. Forty-seven
stock holders have farms in the system. Farms vary somewhat in size, but
average from 70 to 90 acres. Alfalfa, small grains and sugar beets are the
leading crops. Canning peas and seed peas are grown l'ather extensively
although they make up a comparatively small part of the total acreage,
Alfalfa yields about 3 tons, sugar beets 12 tons, green peas 1% tons, seed
peas 20 bushels, barley 45 bushels, and oats 65 bushels. Considerable dairy
cattle and other livestock is kept, making the system of farming rather
highly diversified.
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The Supply Ditch Company 'was organized in 1897, The purpose of
organization was to enlarge and extend the Wood-Parkhurst Ditch, a private
System which is still being olJernted as such. The water, which is taken by
gravity from the Bitter Root River at n point about two miles northwest of
Corvallis, is divided; 5/7 going to the stock holders of the Supply and the
remaining 2/7 to the Wood-Parkhurst system. There is always plenty of
water available. Delivery is made only out of the main canal.

In 1928 a bond issue of $12.000 was sold. Only $4,500 of this remains
unpaid, and this is now being diseharged at a rate which will insure pay
lnent by 19i)4, The present assessment is $1.25 an acre, but when the
indebtadness is disdwrg-e(l, fjOl~ should be sufficient for operation and main
tenance, Taxes are about $1.50 an acre.

Surprise Ditch Company-The Surprise Ditch Company takes water out
of the Bitter Root Riyer jW:it beluw Hamilton. 'l'he major part of the land
irrigated is in thc vicinity of Corvallis. This is ull river bottom land, vary
ing g"reuUy as to soil cllametcr, Brown sandy loam soils with some stone
01.ltcrops predominate. 'l'opog-1'llllhy is level and dl'uinage for the most part
is fail', High water table gives Home trouble but perhaps to a lesser extent
than on many lands of the vul1e~' floor, The supply of water is considered
adequate. The COIl1\luny maiutains four suo-canals in addition to the main
canal, but does llOt hnve all oxtcllsi\'c latcrul system.

Approximatcl~' ,1000 al'rl'S is il'l'igatcll h~' this system. There are about
no farms on thl! (lrojl!ct. i\1nny (If these, particularly neal' Corvallis, are
ver:,' small amI there nrc fmv of mol'c than 40 acres. Sugar beets are
llcrhajl:O; the leadin~, crop. with yields of l~ to 1'1 tons most common, ,Alfalfa
hay, yiolding about ;: tons pel' une, is gl'own in rotation with beets and
smull gruins. Potatoes nrc g"ruwn l'athcr extensively on the better land,
, .... ith :m average :,'ield of 1[10 l!\\'t. Fl'uits, head lettuce and other garden
crOJls are grown l'rilllal'ily on tho smallcr units, Dairy cattle and poultry
nrc t1w principal liYelitock, although Rome other stock is kept on a small
scnle.

The Surprifi<! Ditdl COlllpany wa~ org-ani?cd in 1897. There are 83
shal'pl';, each repr(!}icnting- :i0 inclwK of water, or approximately one inch to
thc anc, The l~oml'any 1m!> only n Jl(~g'IiA'ihlc indebtedness. The water
C' harg'c waR 2()c nn ac1'l~ in It);ll, which represents about an average assess
TIHmt. Taxes ar~ ahuut $U;O lin litre,

Union Ditch Com (1II1ly-Th£' Union Ditch COlllpany project parallels the
CH!'\t bunk of the Bittel' Hoot River fl'om a [JOint four miles below Corvallis
n Ol" I'll to Stc\'ensvilh.: 'fIll' soil is a moderately hCtlvy loam to silt loam,
varying- considerahly. hut tldn/j pcrhap5 th~ IllOst }lroductive of the valley
floor, 'I'll<! top()g'raphy is ,'cry IC\'(ll, with th(~ result thllt drainage is only
fail' :IlHI some difficllJt~' is CXllcrielwcd with high water tuble, Water is
takcn hy gravity from thc Bitter Root Rivcr, the supply being adequate.
Deli\"l.!ry is lI1a(h~ only out of th~ main canal, as the company itself has not
constructed a latorlll system.
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There are 1860 acres of irrigated land in the project. The land is in 25
farm units which average about 70 acres each, although there is consider
able variation in size. The principal crops are alfalfa, small grains and
E!ugar beets, with canning peas and seed peas being grown to some extent,
Average yields are about as follows: Alfalfa 2% to 3 tons, barley 45
bushels, oats 65 bushels, beets 12 tons, green peas 1% tons and seed peas
20 bushels, Dairying is carried on rather extensively and much diversified
livestock is kept.

This project was completed in 1889 and has been in continuous operation
since that time. Much of the work on the main canal is done by the stock
holders which makes necessary a charge of only 25 cents an acre annually.
Taxes average about $1.50 an acre additional.

'Companies and Associations-North 'Central Area
North Chinook Irrigation Association-The project lies northwest of

Chinook, in Blaine County, at an average distance of 12 to 15 miles. Chinook,
with a population of 1300, is a county seat town and the principal trade
center for farms in the area. Here is located the refinery of the Utah
Idaho Sugm' Company as well as other marketing facilities. The main line
of the Great Northern Railroad and Federal Highway No 2 both pass through
Chinook.

Lands in this project are at an elevation of about 2600 feet. The frost
free pel'iod is approximately 125 days and the average annual precipitation
12.5 inches. Topography is level to rolling, The soils are mostly a light
brown loam to clay loam which yields satisfactorily under irrigation. Water
is taken from the West Fork Creek. The spring run-off is utilized directly
for irrigation and is also diverted into a reservoir of approximately 7000
acre feet capacity where it is stored for later season use. Although the
flow of water was almost negligible in 1930 and 1931, there is normally a
heavy run-off.

The il'rigable area involved in this project as about 7000 acres. How
ever, only about 2200 acres of this has been put under irrigation up to the
present time. It is claimed that the capacity of the reservoir could be
doubled by raising the dam some three feet. Enlargement of the intake
would also permit the securing of more early season run-off water which
could be used to particularly good advantage on hay land. Farms on the
project are rather large, with hay and grain being the principal crop.

. This organization was started in 11905 at which time water rights WCl'e
filed and work begun on ditches. The reservoir was built in 1910. There
are 1030 1A! shares of stock with a $10.00 par value. Stock was sold on the
basis of 30 shares to 160 acres The assessments average about $75 for 160
acres, or just under 50 cents an acre. Taxes on the irrigated land are about
40 cents an acre.

Havre Irrigation Company-The Havre Irrigation Company project
begins at the North Montana .Experiment Station 6 miles southwest of
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lfavre amI extends northeast nearh" to the city. .Havre, n city of about
5,000 population is the county Bcat of Hill county. The main line of the
Great Northern railroad and Federal Highway No 2 pass through Havre in
an east and west direction. The lIane-Butte branch of the railroad comes
in from the southwest, The Utah-Idaho bt:!ct sugar refincry is located at
Chindok about 20 miles cast. A diversity of market facilities are located at
JIavre,

Elevation at this project is ,lightly Ovcr 2500 feet. The annual preci
pitation is 1:1.5 inches, while the average frost-free period is recorded as
130 days. The topog-raphy is levcl to rolling, being largely bottom land.
Soils of the hottom lantls nrc class(>l! as Laurel I08ms, being light in color
and moderately hea\'~' in t~xlun', while the higher lands arc Scobey loams,
which are darker in color find lighter ill tl:!xturl!. Wnter is taken from
Benver cl'cek at the EXllcl'illlcnt gtation. There is II rcservoir some two
miles bolow whidl hilS 1\ eflpllcit~' of GOO acre ft'et, To u certain extent
this prujl'C:t ill u flcwd WII({'I' pnll1(l);itioll, lItilit.in~ the sllring run-off lurgely
Furthcl' storuge ('ould he dl!v(l)oped Ilt u vm'~' reasonable cost, according to
information readily obtllinnbll:!.

Sli~htly less than 2000 nenll\ is unllt'r the dikh at present. most of this
being- irrigatl!d when the wllt('r supply ill l'\uCficicnt, Tho delve/ollment of
aclditiollul storage would udd uhOllt 1000 nCI'ml. There n.re 12 farms which
have !ltock in thtl COmIHlIl)', Thescfm'h\s t\\·t·I'nJ:'(~ uho\lt 125 acres of irrigat
ed lund ench, and llHllit of them nrc supplcmllmtNI hy considerahle dry lanel.
The fanning sysl<'m i!'l lairly dh'er",ificd, with nlfalln hay the lending crop.
Consideruble (If this huy is sulll to tlair;rnllm I1Cl\r lhl\'re, Atrnlfn yields
about 2 tons in two cuttingll. .'\\(1I1(n seed, untlfced grain crops, giving
model'ntely goood yields, c1.nim the l' 'l1lllind "1' of the ncrenge.

This compnn~' WII8 organized in 1004. There nrc about 3000 shares of
stock outstandin~. On all /lv('rnJ.tc. ncnrly two shllrc!lis owned for each
acre il'ri~atccl, The Willer cOlll 1\\'Cruf(l.'M "buul ::5 cent!! an acre. Taxes on
irrigated lund in this locl1lity lire 50 centll nn nert'.

Hock Creek Irrigation AllllClciation-TI\l! Ruck Creek project ill located
on the north !lide of the ;\JiIk River in the \'ic.inity ot Himllinle in Valley
County, The main line of tht' Grellt r\orthcrIl Hnilwn:,' IIml U. S, HiA'hway
No, 2 Illll'nJJ()I the projed, milking trllllll/lOrttllion Uti (Ot1!{Y matter. Hinlldnlo
is the local trading- pO.illt, while G1U!lJ;:'ow tht! ('ollnty !\Cllt with a population of
2,:100, if! nbout :10 milcll Cl\~t. 'nw llltitudtl hHc ill I\Jlproximntely 2,100 fect,
while the growinA' !l(!UilOll l\,,('ru~:el\ 120 dtl~'!1 untl tht! annunl Ilrccipitntion
about 1:1,0 inches. 'ropogl'111lhr iili fntlwl' {(nOt, nnd the soil is mostly a heavy
t:Yfl~!,

This project i/l. rather \Ini(llH~ in that it is e~!lcTltinlly l\ lars.:e flood
irrigution sYlitem, 'fhe fl,HHI wlltt'!'!! or Rtl('k CrlHlk, un intel'mittcmt stream
draining a large urea, tire utilizer!. The canul!! which curry the diverted
flood water and the crOll:'! or check d)'kcs 1.11'0 very IlIrge which ennhles the
cont!'olling nndpropl.'l' utilizing ()f tI grcat lllllounl of water when it COllW8,
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Normally two good. floodings are possible. , The fi~st of these is possible
when the melting snow run-off occurs, usually in March or early April. .The
second is possible wheJ;l the spring ra.ins occur iIi. lY,Iay and June.' This flood '
water is sprC!ad over the land and held to a depth of several inches by a I
system of contour dykes. The land ,is thus thoroug'hly soaked twice and
sufficient moisture is stored ,in the soil to produce good crops. Occasional I
lleavy rains later in the summer may be used to some extent and there are '
some y~ars when Rock Creek runs .water which may be used as late as "
.July 15.

Appl'oximately 9,600 acres are included within the project. Nearly'
all this lies so that it can be flooded. Normally there is sufficient water I
to irrigate 7,000 acres. However, in 1929 this was reduced to 5,000 acres and
in 1931 to about 3,500 acros. Bluejoint hay is the principal crop, which yields ,
just under one ton to the acre. Some alfalfa hay and grain is grown on the
lighter soil types. , ,

The project was organized in 1902. There are eleven stockholders,
some of which are absentees who rent their land. Nine ranchers operate on I
the project. The wintering of cattle and sheep is their main activity. There i

are 60 shares of stock, one share representing each 160 acres. The average
assessment has been 10 cents an acre over the last 20 years. Taxes on this
land are about 30 cents, an acre.

The Teton 'Cooperative Reservoir Company~The reservoir owned by this
-company· is located five miles west of Bynum in Teton county. It has a
safe capacity of at least 80,000 acre feet. Water .is taken from the Teton
.River through a canal five miles long, to fill the reservoir.

The 'I'eton Carey Act project which was organized in 1909 constructed
the reservoir on a much smaller scale than at present. This was done to
supply water to the old Carey Act project in the vicinity of 'Brady. When
the Bynum In-igation District was developed, the reservoir company was
reorganized and the capacity of the' reservoir greatly increased to serve
aspl~imary source of water for the Bynum District. There are 1,000 shares
of stock in the Teton Cooperative Reservoir Company. Of these, the Bynum
District owns 804 shat'es and The Brady Cooperative Irrigation Company
128 shares. The l'emaining stock is, held by private individuals. Annual
assessments which are made for operation and maintenance of the reservoir
are $2.00 per sb,are.

The Brady. Cooperative Irrigation Company-Lands in the Brady pro
ject completely surround the town of Brady in Pondera County. The Great
Falls-Shelby branch of the Great N ol'thern Railroad and a state highway
traverse the project. The elevation at Brady is about 3500 feet. Precipita
tion averages 12 inches, while the frost-free. period. is about 125 days. The
soils are largely. a light brown colored clay loam. Topography is very
favorable for irrigation, most of the. land having a rather gentle slope. The
Pl;Oject is not troubled with alkali oi'seepage. '. . .
'.Wheatis the· principal cl'opgrown, utilizing probably 80.per cent of
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the entire area of 6,000 acres. About 10, per cent is in alfalfa while the
remainder ',is in native gra'ss pasture, garden~, etc. Most' ~f 'the wheat
land is irrigated in the fall. Only when water is ve;'Y, plentiful do the
farmers irrigate their wheat during the growing' season: The average
wheat ,yield obtained in this manrwr is 30 to 35 bushels per acre. Alfalfa
nay averages about 1% tons per acre. Some dairy cows and divel~sified

livesto,ck are kept on most farms, althoug~ there is only one' lal.-ge livestock
ranch on the project. '

The 'Brady Cooperative Irrigation' Company, organized about 1918,
-took over part of the old Teton Carey Act project which came into existence
in 1909. There are 500 shares of stock in the company. These are owned
by 25 farmers who average about 20 shares each. When, the us~al amount
'Of water is available eacfl share calls for delivery of enough water for
irrigating about 12 acres. This company owns 128 shares of stock in the
Teton Cooperative Reservoir Company. Water is delivered from the Bynum
Ditch into the Muddy Creek. ,It is in turn diverted, into the company canal
'about 10 miles west of Brady. The average assessment for irrigation com
p'any stock is $15.00 a share. Most of the money from this assessment
'goes in 'turn to pay the assessment 011 the reservoir stock which the Brady
'Cooperative Irrigation Company owns. Water costs the farmel's of this
'Project, therefore, about $1.25 an acre annually. Taxes average about 50
-cents an acre.

The Eldorado Cooperative Canal Company-This project lies immed
iately south of the Bynum Irrigation District in Teton County. The Great
l!~ans-Agawan branch of' the Chicago, Milwaukee; St. Paul and Pacific
Railroad passes over. the east end of the project while the Great Falls
-Pendroy. branch of the Great Northem Raih'oad and Federal Highway
:Number 87 traverse the west end. The elevation in this locality is about
3900 feet.. An annual precipitation of 14 inches occurs, while the frost
-free period averages 113 days. Soils of this project .are qulte gravelly
:and there is a considerable area of seeped land. While there is a very
large area under the c~nal, the average irrigated is. around 3000 acres.
Water· is diverted from the Teton River ata point about eight miles
'southwest of Bynum. The Eldorado Company has an adjudicated right
-to 3425 inches. With the exception of a few private rights, this is the
oldest water right on the Teton. The supply is therefore, usually adequate.

Most of the land in this project is owned by five large cattle and sheep
.0peTators. By far the greater part of the acreage is in native grass hay
which yields. about. one ton per acre... The grain which is grown is fed
rather than sold as a cash crop. There are 1370 shares of stock each re
presenting 2¥2inches of decreed water. The annual assessments are
'$1.00.,per share or about 50 cents an, acre for, the ,land actually irrigated.
'Taxesavei·age· about 50 cents an acre additional.. .

. The Farl~ers'Cooperative Canal COl~'panY-;-Lands.irrigated by this
,comp~nylie between the Eldorado a~d the 'Burton ditches near Farmington
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in Teton County. Transportation facolities and climate conditions are
practically the same as for the Eldorado project just previously discussed.
Water is taken from the Teton River at a point about 12 miles west of
Farmington. The company has a right, dated 18S7, for 3000 inches of
water. Since this is the latest of the company rights in this locality, the
supply of water is not always adequate even though the company has a.
small reservoir til supplement the late season flow. There is a great dear
of gravelly soil in this project. In addition there is a stretch of seeped
land about a mile wide and two and a half miles long which produces only
native grass hay. Some alkali is found here, but it .is not a serious problem.

There are fifty farmers who won stock in this company. The greater
number have but one share, although a few have four, five or more which
gives an average of two shares per farm. This means that on an average:
the farms have about 75 acres of irrigated land. This is ordinarily in
combination with some dry land acreage. Due to lack of range in recent.
years there has been very little livestock kept on the' project. Wheat is.
the principal crop grown with 20 to 30 bushels per acre being obtained.
The relatively small amount of alfalfa grown yields from one to one and a.
half tons per acre.

The Farmers Cooperative' Canal Company was organized in 1898. There·
are 100 shares of stock outstanding, each. of which covers a right to 30'
inches of water. The average assessment is $25 per share, which amounts,
to something like 70 cents per acre. ' Taxes are about 50 cents an acre.

The Teton Cooperative Canal Company (Burton Ditch)~The Teton
Cooperaj;ive project is located south and east of the Farmers Cooperative
project on the Burton bench nOl·th of Choteau in Teton County. The upper
end of the project is approximately south of Farmington, while the lower
end extends about five miles north east of Choteau. Climatic conditions,
markets and transportation facilities are approximately the same as for
the two projects just previously considered. Water is taken from the,
Teton River approximately south of Bynum. The company has a right for
about 3000 inches, the date of which is older than the Farmers 'Cooperative
company but later than the 'Eldorado company. They have no storage
reservoir and in verycJry years some shortage of water occurs. The soils
are gravelly toward the west end, with a very heavy type prevailing over
the lower part of the project. The topography is rather gently sloping.

About sixty farmers own stock in the company, which irrigates a little
less than.3000 acres. The average in'igated land per farm is about 50 acres.
Wheat is the principal crop, with a yield of 30 bushels being average. Some
alfalfa is grown, yielding about 1% tons per acre. Livestock is kept on a
rather small scale, being rather diversified in nature.

) The Teton Cooperative Canal Company was organized in 1892. There
are 60 shares of, stock, each representing five inches of water. Annual
assessments are from $20 to $25 per share, making the average water cost
per acre about 60 cents. Taxes are about 50 cents additional.
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Valier, Montana Land and Water Company-The Valier project is located
in the central part of Pondera County which is at the eastern bas.e of the
:RockY Mountains in the northern part of the state. 'Conrad, a city of 1400
population,' lies at the lower end of the project. The Shelby-Great Flills
branch of the Great Northern Railway contacts the project at Conrad. A
local railroad from Conrad to Valier extends nearly the enti;e le~gth of the
project, with frequent shipping points .available. Federal Highway No. 87
.cuts across the western end of the project and there is a well improved road
·connecting Conrad with 'Great Falls, a distance of approximately 75 miles.

ElevatIon of the project averages about 3600 feet' and 'the annual pre
.cipitatiim is about 12 inches. The frost-free period averages about 120
days. Soils* are of glacial origin, but there is considerable variation. For
the most part the soils are dark brown in color and are a moderately heavy
loam. Topography is generally favorable for irrigation. The natural flow
·of Birch and Dupuyer Creeks is utilized, supplemented by a combined
storage of 142,000· acre feet in Lake Francis and the Birch -Greek Canyon
'l'eservoir. Water is therefore entirely adequate. Delivery is made to each
-farm: by an· extensive lateral system maintained by the company. A small
amount of seepage has occurred, and water stock for 2100 aCl'es so effected
'has been removed.

Gross area of the project is 115,000 acres of which 80,000 are irrigable.
Approximately half the irrigable acreage is actually being irrigated. This
is due, in part, to the many large holdings which cannot be properly farmed
'under irrigation by the farmer with only average capital. Farms at the
present time vary between 120 and 240 acres and there are 365 farmers on
the project. Hay and small grains are the principal crops although some
:sugar beets are being grown. Alfalfa and sweet clover yields average about
'2% tons; Wheat, 30 bushels; barley, 45 bushels; oats, 60 bushels; and sugar
beets, 11 tons. Most farmers have dairy cattle, hogs or small bands of
sheep which lend diversity to their farming program. Some winter feeding
{)f beef cattle and sheep from adjacent range lands is practised.

The Valier Carey Act Project was started in 1909. Development and
management is in the hands of the Valier Montana Land and Water ,Com
pany. The original contract with the Carey Act Board provides that the
perpetual water right be sold for not more than $40.00 per acre. The
original contracts provided for the payment of this in 14 years but the
period has since been lengthened to 21 years. Operation and maintenance
.charges are .$1.00 per acre and taxes average 75 cents. Land with a paid-up
water right can be purchased under the system at an average price of
$50.00, amortized over a 21-yeal' period.

• A detailed report on the BoilB of the Valier Project iB available. See Montana Experiment
Station Bulletin No. 217.
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CQmpanies and Associations---<Central Area

Lebo Lake' Irrigation Company-This project is located ahout ten miles:
southwest of Harlowtown in Wheatland County. The main line of the'
Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Railway passes through Harlow
ton, a city of 2,000 population. The altitude at this point is 4300 feet. The'
frost-free period averages about 95 days and the annual precipitation ap.·
proximately 12 inches.

About 4000 acres is irrigated in this project. The soil is a dark loam:
with occasional outcrops of gravel and stone. The water supply consists·
of the normal flow of Lebo Creek supplemented by that stored in Lebo Lake.
This storage l'eservoir is filled· in the spring by means of a canal which
diverts' water from the American Fork of the Musselshell River. The
supply is adequate except in extremely dry years.

There are about 12 water users on the project. Most of these are'
ranchers who use this land only for growing winter feed.. 'Because of the'
abundance of grazing land in the vicinity, this is an excellent cattle and:
sheep country.. Alfalfa hay claims nearly the enth'e acreage." Two cuttings',
are obtained and the yield averages about 2l.h tons per acre.

In ,1903 a company was organized which constructed the dam and the'
diversion canal. They had 1000 shares of stock with a value of $25.00
each. 'In 1920 the dam was raised to make possible the irrigating of an
additionaJ 200 acres. The stock is owned by the water tisers who cooperate'
in maintaining the works. The cost of water under this system is almost
negligible. Taxes average about 45 cents an acre on the irrigated land.

Montana Ditch Company-The project of the Montana Ditch Company
is located along the Missouri River immediately north of· Townsend, in
Broadwater County. The main line of the Northern Pacific railway con
tacts the project. U. S. Highway No. 10 N makes travel by car either north
or south possible throughout the year. Helena, the state capitol, is only
35 miles distant. Townsend, the" county seat, with a population 'of 840, is·
the local shipping point. .

The levation of the project is about· 3800 feet and annual' precipitation.
about 10 inches. Although temperature data are not ,recorded at Townsend,
the data obtained at recording stations in the same county would indicate a
frost-free pel'lod of .about 110 days. Soils of the project are dark, grading'
from a loam to silty loam in textUl:e; Water, of which there is always an
abundance; is taken to gravity from the Missoul'i River. Most of the acreage
is devoted to producing' hay. This is fed primarily to beef cattle and sheep
:vhich,l:al1ge on the adjacent foothill and, mountain lands. Alfalfa yields.

,.about 3 tons in ,two.cuttin&,s, ancl.wild hay yields about .Ph tons.' '.
The company was organized i~ 1901 with, ac:apitalstock of ~44,OOQ.

Forty-four shares were issued and are now outstanding. Each share.entitles:
the holder to 1/44 of the waterirt the ditch. Shares are each assessed $5.00'
per acre pel' month to meet operating and maintenance costs and to retire
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indebtedness. Since there al'e 5,000 acres of irrigated land in the project,
the average land per share is about 114 acres. Water is used for about 5
months ordinarily so that the average water charge per acre is less than
25 cents. Taxes average about 75 cents per acre. The present indebtedness
is only $7500. This is secured by a note of the company.

Montana Reservoir and Irrigation Company-This project is located in
the Helena Valley about six miles northeast of the city of Helena. The
land included lies along the west and north shores of Hauser Lake. Helena,
the state capitol and a city of 12,000 population, affords a good local
market for a variety of produce, The main line of the Northern Pacific
Railroad and the Havre-Butte branch of the Great Northern Railroad
serve the area, Excellent surfaced highways extend in three directions out
of Helena.

Elevation of the pl'oject is just under 3,800 feet. The frost-free period
averages 140 days and the annual precipitation is about 13 inches. Water
is pumped from Lake Hauser from three different levels, the average
being' 110 feet. Since this lake is fed by the Missouri River, the supply
is ample at all times. Topography is moderately rolloing to smooth and
the farming land is largely a sandy loam soil type.

The project is especially adapted to a diversified type of farming. Alfalfa
is the principal crop, while small grains, potatoes, and sugar beets are also
grown. Yields of all crops adapted to the locality are very satisfactory.
Dairy cattle, hogs and poultry are an important part of the farm business
in most cases, Some livestock feeding is done, with satisfactory results
being obtained.

A total area of 10,000 acres is included in the project. Nine thousand
acres of this is irrigable, and approximately 5,000 acres al'e being'irrigated
at the present time. While the greater part of the land is in private owner
ship, considerable is owned by the Montana Reservoir and Irrigation Com
pany, a subsidiary of the Montana Power Company. This company supplies
the, water at a ,cost of $1.75 an acre foot. Taxes on the irrigated land
average about 75 cents per acre.

Sun River Valley Ditch Company-This project is situated in the lower
Sun River Valley, between the towns of Sun River and Vaughn. Lands in
the project' are traversed by the Augusta-Great Falls branch of the Great
Northern Railway and by Federal Highway No. 87. Great Falls with a
population of about 30,000 is only 115 miles distant and affords a good
market for a variety of products.

The average elevation of the project is about 3400, feet. 'I'he annual
precipitation is about 12 inches and the frost-free period averages 125
days. Topography is excellent for irrigation. Soils are moderately dark
in color, , They incline to the heavier types, with silt loam and clay loam
prediminating. Water is taken by gravity from the Sun River. The coln
pany has an adjudicated right to sixty-seven second feet, which is with one
exception the oldest right on the river.
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There are approximately 3500 acres of irri~able land ulllier the canal,
of which about 2500 acres are actually being irrigated. 'I'he Watcr supply
is ample to serve 5000 acres, and the canal could be extcnlled across the
Muddy Creek at Vaughn to cover about 1500 more at n very reasonable.
cost. Eighty-one shares of assessable stock have becnis~uetl to tilt! land.
owners on the project, and wuter is pro-rated according" to the lllllount of
stock held by the individual owners.

In 1931 the company soW at pal' S6000 in bonds. I'rl)cceds from this
were used to clean and enlarge the canal and make other improvements.
The bonds are serial and arc to be retired nt the rute of :j;lOOO el\(:h year.
An annual assessment of $20.00 a shure is 111 nl I<l to retire the honlls. pay
interest and cost of maintenance and operation. Thir; $20.00 llssessment
on 81 shares means only $1620, or less than 50 cents an acre for the irri
gable area. Taxes average about 6ri cents annual1~',

Winnett Irrigation Conl\lany-This Ill'oject is located 2 miles north nnd
west of Winnett in Petroleum County. Winnett, having' Il papullltion of
500, is the county seat and the shipping point fur the project. A hmnch line
of the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pncific RlIilwuy cOlln()ct~ Winnett
with Lewistown, to the west nbout 60 miles. A well il1111l'()v(~d road also
extends between these two points.

The elevation is 3000 feet on Ull average. A frost-fnHl ll('riod of 1fiO

days, and an annual precipitation of just under 1:1 inche~ IIrc uvcrllg'(l for
the area. The topography of the land is for tlie most pm't favomhlc for
irrigation. Soils at the lower end of the project are mostly II loam til sandy
loam. These of the upper part, howeva1", ure develo!)(!(1 over l'hale und con

siderable difficulty is encountered with alkali. Wntcr f01' h'l'ig'lItion (:OIllCS

originally from Ford Creele. Flood waters from this stl'ClIm (\t'C divcrtllli
by a canal to two reservoirs where it is stored for sumlll(~t' \I1;e. When the
reservoirs are kept in repair there is sufficient water ex(~cpt in vary dry
years.

Irl'igable area of the project is given liS 12,000 acres. Of tlds, only
1000 acres is actually irrigated. The project was constructed in llJ15 unll
paid for by local people who hoped to sell sufficient land to repay the (~ost

of the system. The original cost of development Wltll $20 nn acre. The
water charge is 50 cents an ncrc annually and tuxes Utc about 05 cent!! an
acre. Influenced by the presence of only fail' soils nnd an unccrtllin watcl'
supply, combined with low prices for ag-ricultural llrocluds, "Cl'y little a~l'i

cultural development has taken place. Not marc than half n dozen farmers
are actually using the water. Alfalfa hay and alfalfa sced Ill'C the principal

crops grown. Because of the vast amount of range adjacent to the project,
hay for winter feed is in demand.
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Compnnil"6 and Associaliol\s-.Southwestern Area
(;alll\tin {iroup

l'nojt-d!> in thili j,(nllll' inchuh' the ~I'catcr Illlrt of the inigntetl lands
in the Gnllntin \'lilll~>', whidl !'J,h-mls CI\!\t llml west through the central
]l!Il't, IIi' (jlllJntin ('Hllnly, H01.i'nHlIl, n city of approximAtely 7,000, is near
the {'UIIINll or lIppi'l' t'lllt of the "nllt.'>" Gnllab:n (intuwII>', Bel~rn(le, Man
jll\Unll. r.\)~~1II, 'fllrt't' Fork!'l Ulltl Wilk,\\' CrlJck nt'C pt'ogr(!~!\i\'e tOWIlS which
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Fig, 5-Cllnnb\ anll SUllllh' Ditchcll, Gallatin Vn\lcy
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serve the central and lower parts(}f the valley. Yellowstone Park is less
than 100 miles south. Montana State College is located at Bozeman.

The main line of the Northern Pacific Railway extends the entire length
of the valley, with several branch lines making shipping facilities near to
all. The main line of the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific touches
the lower part of the valley' at Three For1cs. Branch lines for hauling both
passengers and freight extend up to Gallatin Gateway and through Bozeman
north to Menard. Federal highway No. 10 extends the entire length of the
valley.

The farmers of the Gallatin Valley are well organized, having a 1ive~

stock shipping association, canning crops association, sheep association,
dairy herd improvement association, poultry association, Farm Bl1l'eau and
farmers oil company. An extensive seed pea and canning pea industry is
established in this valley. A large well-equipped cannery, which takes peas
and a limited acreage of beans, is located at Bozeman. Seed pea houses,
extensive flour mills and creameries are also located here, while similar
marketing facilities, on a smaller scale, are found in other towns of the
valley. Sugar beets are shipped to Missoula, some 220 miles west.

Farm lands under irrigation vary from an altitude of 5,000 feet in the
upper valley to about 4,400 feet in the vicinity of Three Forks. The frost~

free period varies from 90 to 130 days, with something over 100 days being
the average. Precipitation varies from about 18 inches in the upper valley
to approximately ,10 inches in the lower portions. The great variation within
a distance of only 35 miles is due to local conditions which result from the
sUl'l'ounding mountains.

Soils* in the upper valley adjacent to the mountain slopes are largely
deep dark loams of high productivity. Farther out on the valley floor the
soil becomes lighter in color and gravel is found nearer the surface, al
thoug'h the areas which are too gravelly for profitable farming are SOlne
what localized. High water table is a problem along the north central part
of the valley, but land irrigated under the various canals hare considered is
not subject to high water table to any great extent. In general the soils of
the Gallatin Valley are among the most productive in the state.

This is one of the oldest farming sections of Montana. Agriculture
is highly developed and a divel:sified type of farming is practiced. Beef
or dairy cattle are found in substantial numbers on a great many of : the
farms, while ."farm flocks" of sheep are found on others.. Hogs and poultry
are kept on nearly every farm. Alfalfa claims perhaps the larg~stpart of
the irrigable acreage. Yields vary from two to foul' tons in tw.o cuttings, with
two and one-holf to three tons being considered the average yield over a
period of years. Peas, both for canning and s.~ed purposes, use nULny
thousand of acres of these lands each year. Yields vary within wideliln.its,

*A detailed soil .survey ·has been made of this. area1;ly the Montnclla Experjment Station
in cooperation' with the Bureau of Chemistry and Soils.'
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btl t n fair U\'Cl'figc for sCl'd Iwas iK 2ii to :'\11 hu~hels pel' acre while canning
pens u\"crag-c 2,!i00 to a,fiOO pounds, Both winter an'd spring wheat nrc
grown cXlem:ivl'ly \llliler irrig-atinn with yit~llls around as bushels us all
averng"t'. Average yil'lds for harley ami oals rl'.sl)t~cth·dy arc 45 and 60
bllslll'ls. Irrig'aletl )la>:tlll'C's, particularly in tIll' hig-hcl' watcr tablc m'cas,
arc t~()mlllnn und lwYl) a hii~h ('al'l'ying- ('upadty, Farllls arc somewhat larger
in sizt~ than is miliaI where land of this 1111alitJ' hi placed under irrigation.

The urNI is partkolllrly adolltcl! to dairying and suhstantial expansion
along' thi~ lino will lHl douht IWl:lll' within the next few J'cars, A producer
oWIll'd allli c()nt.l'oJli~d NHllwl'atin) t'I't'IlIlll'l'y has '\"ectmtly been incorporated
und it i;; hop(!d to f.'stahlish a cn':Ulll'ry in the nNIt' future, Ahundant cold,
rUIlning' wutC'I', cool dilllate, ('()m\larllti\'l~ fl'l'I~(\Olllfl'tJ1l1 flies, sllcculent irri
gated pm;turt's, alii I Hupl'rinl' hay arc all fa\"lll'llhic to dairying.

i\Io;;t of thll watm' IIst!l) by t!WHe ditch t'ompanies comes fl'Olll the West
Gallatin myel' 11\1(1 its trihutlll'il'S. This walel' hUH nil hecll adjudicated and
in yt'UrH whl'n thm'l' is II watpl' Sll(ll'tal~l', f:n'lIIs IUlYing tllll mnst recent
l'ighl~; do not han) sufficient water, Ilurillg' Yl'lll':; of normal precipitation
there i;; nnt a watm' shm'tag'c in till' Gallatin Valley.

HakeI' Ditch CUlIl(HlIly-Lanti il'l'ilWII'II \mlll'l' thn Bakel' ditch lies illl
nH'iliatdy wljat'('nt til till' townsitl! of i:lllllllmtlan 011 tlw west, north anti cast
SitiPH. WatN' i;; tnken fl'nm t1w \\'t':;1 (;nllalin niver, Bnl«!l' Creek ami
Camp Cn't'k, Tlw 111'1'l"('l't1 l'il~ht h. frn' ~,0f10 mim'I':; inches under datc of
lS!)S, In all hut \'('l'J' dry f\('aSOnH till.' SlIl'lJ1y iH suffil'it'nt,

'1'lwl'l' llI'(~ t!leypn wah'I' u:wr" in tlli,; l'ltlll\HllIY, Tlw aCl'eage irrigated
by c:\l'h varil';; snllll'w!ml, but till' :m,'l"lIg'I' h; dnSI! to ~OO nCrl!S, Vcry few
pl.!llS IIl'e ~~l'l)wn nn t1wse farm}!, whill' alfnlfa lIay 111101 IHlrlllammt pasture
art! ('nn~itlcre(1 tlw "l·~t adllptl~d ('I'OPS, AltlwHg-la a IIiV(!I'"ity of Iivc!itock is
kept on must of thc farms, dairy ('uUlt' )l1't!t1mllinlitl' in this l(Jcalit~',

'I'lw Balwr Ilitt'll f'1l1npllny WllS 1ll'V,llllizl'l! in 1!11:t Tlwl'e urc 2,000
shan!s of stoek with llpal' valla! flf $:~o.no. A~jH();;SllwlIls vary HligohtIy from
YlHU' to J'lml' bu t tilt! n\"('rav.e iH 1fi l!tmtH a shun', m' the Hllnw alllount pel'
acre. T!~)(e;; em hUH] lI\'el'lI~~C !iii cents lin l\l!I't!.

Dry Creek IrriS{ntioll ('ol1\11nn)'--'1'hi;; Ill'ojtjet lil's immediately north of
the Eu;;t Gulllltin Wn:\' tn t1w vit!inity of Bdg'l'adt) lUld Manhattan, 'l'he
COIll[llln~' haH 1':':00 incht!H of dl'en'etl Wlllt·\, from tlw F:usl Gallatin which
is taken intll tlw dill'll ubout six lIlilt!s due north of Hclg'I'lldc,

l·'ifll!C'n fnnnt1r1i own st,)ek in the l'OllllllUlJ'. Whilc! the Hhal'lJ holdings
vary frol11 10 to 200 PCI' fa 1'111 , the llVl'rng't! i~ Hli~hUy l1Iulel' 100 shares.
Alfalfa, s)lring' wluwt, Iml'1l.'Y unci Ht'l'd PNI1\ 1II'(! thl! )l\'ind[lnl CI'O[lS, 'fhese
give yil1ltli\ nhnut (~qual to til(; Il\'C!l'l\l~l! for thl! Yllllt!y. 13eef cattle nrc the
principal livl!sto(:k kC1pt, 1Ilthoug-h the fllrming' lIyHlt!m is CIllitc! diversified.

Thill company WUl! Ol'g'llniztlcl in 1007, with li:"OO !1hlll'eS of stael,. 'fhe
a\'Cl'll~e water nsscssnwnt Jlcr ncre is ~15 cenls, while land taxes m'Cl about
40 cents nil ncre.

Farmcrs Cana I Com pnll)'-TIl(! cllna] hc]on~ini.: to this company takes
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water from the West Gallatin River immediately wes~ of Gallatin Gateway
townsite. It then follows a northeasterly course toward the city of Bozeman,
terminating just northwest of the city limits. The company has a total of
10,700 inches of decreed water, almost all of which is under date of 1890 to
1892 inclusive.

Slightly more than 10,000 acres of land is estimated as being irrigated
in this system. There are seventy-five water users in all. Acreage irri
gated in each fal'm varies somewhat, but the most common size farm is
about 160 acres of irrigated land. This is one of the very best farming sec
tions of the valley. Peas, both for seed and for canning purposes, are grown
extensively here. Yields of peas, as well os of alfalfa and grain crops are
above the average for the valley. There are some rather large beef and
dairy farms in the area and nearly all of the farms have some livestock.

The Farmers Canal Company was organized in 1891. There are 100
shares of stock, each with a par value of $500. Each share represents ap
proximately 100 inches of water. The average per acre assessment for
water is 20 cents. Taxes on land average about $lJ10 an acre.

High Line ,Canal Company-The High Line Canal takes water from the
West Gallatin River about three miles south of Gallatin Gateway. After
approximately paralleling the river on the west side for about seven miles,
it swings west several. miles and from there proceeds north to a point about
seven miles southwest of Manhattan. The main canal is approximately 20
miles long and the three branch canals which are a part of the system bring
the total to 35 miles. The total appropriation of this company is 5,900 inches,
3,400 of which is 1890 water and the remaining 2,500 inches is under date
of 1901.

About 6,000 acres of land is irrigated in this project. There are 50
water users, whose average irrigated area is slightly more than 100 acres.
The land is rather rolling in topography and the soil. varies rather widely,
although it is quite productive. Wheat perhaps claims the greatest acreage,
although peas, alfalfa and feed grain crops are included in the cropping
system. Some of the farms include a considerable dry land acreage. Live
stock of various kinds is present on most of the farms.

The High Line Canal Company was formerly a part of the West Gal
latin Irrigation Company which was organized some time during the 90's.
In 1909 the farmers using this ditch formed a separate organization known
as the High Line Canal Company. In 1930 they reincorporated under their
present name. There are 4,571 shares of stock in the company which repre
sent 5,123 inches of water. This stock is assessable and the average assess
ment is about $1.50 per acre annually. At the time of reorganization in
1909 holders of water rights were given the choice of trading in their old
stock for the new or of simply retaining their original water right and pay
ing $2.00 an inch per year to have their water delivered through the com
pany ditch. Farmers having rights to 777 inches of water chose the latter
alternative. Land taxes on this project average from 55 to 60 cents an acre.
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Keughen Ditch Com Il an)'-TIH! Kellghcn Ditch diverts water from the
West Gallatin Riv(!l' jm.it ROllthwest of the Bozeman Hot Springs. The
canal thcn takes u northwt!sterly course on the west sille of the river for
about 8 miles, A total or ~,81a inches of water is decreed to land under
this ditch. 'I'he dall's of the scvcl'!llriKhts are us follows: 1874-338 inches,
1882-1,fiHl indIes. ll'l"ii lo llW·l-~liI,l inches. This company has one of the
best water riJ;hts in thc valley.

Approximntdy a.ooo Heres of lund if; ilTiv;nted in this project, This is
owned by fiflc"n imlividllull' who lulV!! slack in the company. Nine of the
£ifteen have six shllres t'lIch, which means that mORt of the holdings are
very larv;e for il'ri~lIt(>d fnl'llls, Alfalfa, wheat and peas are the leading
crops, with yiclchi l'unnin)::' uhout til(' Sllmc liS the llVl!l'lIge for the vaHey.
Beef cattle llrc till! Illost ('omnum dllll:> of livciltock found in this locality,

'I'he Kcugohcn Hitch t.'llllllluny WUR Ol'jtuni'l.t!([ in 1902, There are 60
shares of litac" olll~tml(linl-r. clwh of which !'c{ll'c:ents just under 50 inches
of wuter, A!i!i('!Hlllll'nts iw('mgl! nbout $10.00 n share 01' from 20 to 25
cents 1111 Hcrc, TllXI'1i till Il1n,1 t\\'t~l'llg'(l ll[lfll'Oximuteiy 50 cents an acre.

Low Line Cannl CnmfHllly-Tht! L~JW Line C\mal tnlws water from the
West Gallatin Hive!' ltllmlt I1Ill' un,1 hlW-hlllf miles nhn\'<! Shed's Brid~e, It
t:h<m rUlls jm,t nhovc nnd withill a \'t'l'~' shul't di!\tancc of the Keughen Ditch
£01' nhout five mill~1i. Fl'/Ilil Ilt~rt~ tlw Luw Linc swings due west, irrigating
considcl'llhle UC1'Ca~l,' ill lhe Chun'h Hill cOlllmunity. Thill cOlllpany has a
5,900 ineh l'igoht. of whidl :l,4011 is IH~Hl \\'UlCl' tlml 2,500 inches is dated 1901.

Neul'ly !l,nnO nCl't~l' or Innd nn il'l'i.!mll!d hy thhl Rystem, Thenl are 57
v.ratcl' Ulil))'S. :::: of whidl llll\'c II'\'8 thall 'iii lilllll'(!!i, 'rhe remainder is in
lar~er Il/)Idin~~. with lUll to 2011 ~hl\l'c~ lwin~ t1111 most (~ommon size. Since
each shal'c l'cIll"S(mt~ nPfll'i1),;illlfltt·ly OIW 1Il'!'1! (If irl'ignted land, this means
'f-he fUI'Ill!! ol'(!(nil'ly lars,H!, Cml'll IIml yidds til'\! IIhout the sume as those
undcr til(! High Line Cnnul.

The Low Lim, Il'l'it-:Jltiml Company WitH lm'llll!!1 in !flO!) by n group of
:fal'mcr!l who fHrnwl'l~' w(~re in the WI~~t Gullatin Irl'i!\,ntiun Company In
102,1 the)' l'crinnnct'li tilt' )1rnjN't ntl'! n·inc(lJ'pm'ulcl! U!i the Low Line Canal
ComlllHl~" There 111'0 ii,·1::' shllr~~ of :itock tlut!ltnnding. The water cost
per y(~al' iH frum 2Jln til $:\,00, This rdlltively hig-h cost iH due to SOllle

cXllensi\'c (~l1n!ltl'm:tilln IUIII l't'fll\ir work whidl 11i hehlRpaid for over II

period of rl'lll'S. 'j'IlXC1'\ Il\'\'l'fl~tc 50 cents lln n<:l'(! additionol.

Mammoth Ditch ('ml1plllly-'1'hc ~ramJllnth Ditch diverts wllter fl'om the
\'Vest Gllllntin !tin'r llhoul Ullt.' lU111 fllw-hnlf miles below Shell's nrid~e,

Pi"Om h"l'c it l'un!! llUl' lllll'th IIntl thrllllKh the tuwnHite of Behrral1e, This
compnny hns IW1'hllp!! th(! IH.'!\t waH'!' ril-\'ht in the \'llllo~', Of Ule 2,940 inches
of dC(:!'tH.'lI wnl('l'. 2.:Hil indtt',K Ill'\~ HaJ(j WlIlcl' mltl 570 inthes are 1884 water,

l)al'ticlliarh' tflwl\l'd tlH1 luwer end of thi!l proj(lct there is considerable
gJ.~avelly soil and tht! wntt.'r l'("luil'cnll!llt is hij{h. 'I'here is 11Cl'haps a total
OI 2,000 ncres of laml netunl\)' irri~nt(ld. Alfalfa. which is the principal
crop, does well wh(m it ht.' "flltH': l!l\tnhli$;hccl lind iH ~iven frequent irrigation,
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On the deeper soil areas, grain crops give good yields. Twelve stockholders,
having from one to fifteen shares each, use this water.

The Mammoth Ditch Campany was organized in 190·1. There are 52
shares of stock, each carrying the right to delivery of 50 inches of water.
The par value of these shares is $500.00. Assessments averuge ,$10.00 a
shal'e or about 20 cents an acre. Taxes on land are about 75 cents an acre.

Middle Creel, Ditch Company-The canal construeted by this company
takes water from Middle Creek at a point about four miles south and three
miles west of Bozeman. The canal, about five miles long, extends north
east to the College Farm. The water right of the Middle Creek Ditch Com
pany is for 2HOO inches, to date of this water being 1897. During dry years
a shortage of water occurs late in the summer.

Approximately 3,000 acres of land is irrigated from this canal. The
soil is largely a dark loam underlaid with gravel. A major part of the acre
age is devoted to hay, while feed grain crops and peas al'e grown quite
extensively, Wheat is grown only to a limited extent. Yidds are perhaps
slightly above the average for the valley. There are uri farmers who have
stock in the company. While there are a few small water users neal' Boze
man, 160 acres is the most common amount of irrigated land per farm.

The Middle Creek Ditch Company was organized in 1888. 'rhere are
60 shares of stock, each representing 50 inches of water. Assessments
averag'e $10.00 a year per share 01' 20 cents an acre. Taxes in this locality
average about $1.10 an aere.

Middle Creek SUPl)ly Ditch COmllauy-This company was organized for
the purpose of building a canal which taIces Water from the West Gallatin
just above the Bozeman Hot Springs and conveys it to Middle Creek at a
point about one and one-half miles east and the same distance north of the
point of diversion. Less than three miles of canal are required. The water
is then diverted fro111 the creek channel by the various \ISers. A right to
3,326 inches of water under date o.f 1872 belongs to this company.

Approximately 3,000 acres are irrigated by the shareholders in this
company. Twenty water users are involved, tllese irrigating from 50 to
350 acres each. The majority of the farms within this project have about
200 acres of irrigated land. Alfalfa, wheat and peas are the principal crops,
with yields of these crops being about average for the valley. A diversity
of livestock is maintained on most of the farms.

This company was organized in 1889. There are 17% shares of stock,
each of which is assumed to carry the right for sufficient water to irrigate
200 acres. The average water cost is less than 10 cents an acre annually
while taxes are about 60 cents an acre. \

Moreland Canal CoIltpany~The Moreland Canal diverts water from the
West Gallatin River about three miles southwest of Belgrade. The canal
extends on the west side of the river in a northwesterly direction to a point
about three miles west of Manhattan. The water right of this company
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is dated 1882. It calls for a gross delivery of 1,918 inches, with a net de
livery of 1,500 inches.

About 1,500 acres of land are irrigated fI'om the Moreland ·Canal. There
are twelve water users who have from 83 to 160 inches of water each, with
an average of perhaps 120 inches. For the most part, the soil is of good
quality and yields are equal to the average for the valley. Some sugar
beets are grown, with a yield of 14 tons being obtained. Beef cattle are
the predominant type of livestock in this area.

The Moreland Canal Company was organized in 1882. There are 1,500
shares of stock outstanding. The average yearly water assessment is about
75 cents per acre. Taxes on land are about 60 cents an acre additional.

,Mystic Lal<e Ditch 'Company-This project lies some five miles south
of Bozeman. Water is diverted out of Bozeman Creek just inside the
mouth of Sour Dough Canyon, and carried to farms north and west two or
three miles. Water has been decreed to the company as follows: 600 inches
of 1866, 40.9 inches of 1868 and 300 inches of 1872. Most of the farmers in
this company also own stock in the Bozeman Greek Reservoir Company
which has developed storage in Mystic Lake at the upper end of Bozeman
Creek. There are 10 shares of ditch stock, each representing 100 inches of
water and there are 20 shares of reservoir stock. The reservoir stock nor
mally entitles the holder to 100 inches of water for 15 days. The city of
Bozeman has four shares of this stock, the remainder being owned by 11
farmers. There are 110 farmers in the ditch association.

Upwards of 2000 acres are il'l'igated in this system. The farms are
rather large and a considel'able amount of livestock is kept on most of
them. Hay claims the greatest acreage, with yields slightly above the
valley average. Peas and grain crops, which are gTOwn to some extent,
give very good yields. Water assessments both in the ditch company and
the reservoir company combined do not usually exceed 10 cents an acre.
Taxes average about 70 cents an acre on land in this part of the valley.

Perks ,Canal Company-The Perks 'Canal takes water from Camp Creek
about two miles west of Central Parlc From here it runs north, crossing
the Northern Pacific track, and then runs parallel to the track into the Man
hattan townsite. The entire length of the canal is only about three miles.
The company has 983 inches of decreed water, all of which dates back to
1868.

Approximately 1,200 acres of land are irrigated from this canal. The
smallest stockholder has five shares while the largest has 179. Farms
are, therefore somewhat smaller than the average for the valley. Dairying
is the principal livestock enterprise, while peas and wheat are grown to
some extent as cash crops.

The Perks Canal Company was organized in 1868. There are 1,200
shares of stock, each share representing' about one acre of land. The aver
age yearly assessment is 15 cents a share. Taxes average 75 cents an acre.

Spain-Farris Ditch Company-This company ditch takes water from the
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West Gallatin about one mile below Shed's Bridge. The carialruns approxi
mately parallel to Middle Greek, terminating two miles due east of Belgrade.
Water decreed to the company totals 4,789 inches. Of this, 1,200 inches are
an 1886 l'ight while the remainder is largely 1890. A shortage of water is
not unusual on this project.

Twenty-seven farmers are shareholders in this company. They average
from 150 to 200 shares, each of which represents an inch of water. The
soil under this system is inclined to be gravelly and, therefore, requires a
good deal of water. Alfalfa does very well in this soil when once established
and properly watered. Grain crops are grown with fail' success, but there
are but few peas. A diversified type of farming, with considerable live"
stock in the system, if found here as elsewhere in the valley.

The Spain-Farris Ditch Company was org'anized in 1906. There are
4,7813 shares of stock, 01' a share for each unit, Water assessments average
30 cents an acre, while taxes are about 80 cents an acre.

, The Valley Ditch ·Company-Water is diverted into the Valley Ditch from
the West Gallatin River about two miles, below Shed's Bridge. The canal
then runs northwest about half way between the Keughen and the Moreland
Canals on the west side of the river. The company has rights to a total of
3,018 inches of water. Under date of 1882 they have 543 inches, while the
remainder dates from 1890 to 1904. Ordinarily the water supply is ample.
This is due in part to the fact that there is considerable waste water return
from land irrigated above.

Approximately 3,000 acres are irrigated in this project. There are
fourteen water users' in the company who irrigate from 80 to 400 acres
of land each. The average, however, is about 200 acres. Soils over most
of the area are dark loams of good productivity. Alfalfa hay and peas are
the principal crops grown, while there is a considerable acreage of wheat
and feed grain crops. Yields are perhaps a little above average for the
valley. Beef cattle hold a dominant position in the livestock system.'

The Valley Ditch Company was organized in 1906. There are 70 shares
of stock, which divided into the total decreed water, gives about 72 inches
per share. The average assessment is about $3.00 a share, making the aver
age per acre cost of water less than 10 cents. In addition to this, some work
is done on the canal by the various shareholders. Taxes are about 45 cents
an acre on an average.

Warm Springs Canal Company-The Warm Springs Canal 'heads along
Baker Creek about two and one half miles southeast of Manhattan. The
canal then extends nOl,thwest to within about a mile of Logan. In addition
to the water from Baker Creek, about an equal amount is taken from Warm
Springs Creek. The total water right is for 2,200 inches, all of which is
an 1889 right. There is a sufficient supply for the 2,200 acres which this
right is supposed to cover.

Twenty farmers are stockholders in this company. Although there is
some variation, the average holding is about 1100 inches of water each.
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Alfalfa hay is the leading crop. Peas and Bugar beets are gl'own to some
extent. Yields are about equal to the valley average. Beef cattle are the
major class of livestock, although dairy cattle are kept on several of the
farms..

The Warm Springs Canal Company was organized in 1920. Stock is
issued on the·basis of one share for each inch of water. The average water
cost is about 75 cents an acre. Taxes are about 75 cents an acre also.

West Gallatin Canal Company (Kleinschmidt Ditch)-The Kleinschmidt
Ditch takes water from the West Gallatin River right at the mouth of the
canyon, about five miles south of Gallatin Gateway. The canal follows a
northeasterly course to a point about two and one-half miles northeast of
Gallatin _Gateway. Fl'om here it swings rather abruptly east some four
miles, terminating within two miles of Bozeman. The company right is
for 6,040 min.ers inches, 3,000 of which is 1883 water and the remaining
3,040, 1901 water. .

Approximately 6,000 acres are irrigated from the Kleinschmidt ditch
and there are fifty farmers in the company. The irrigated area per farm
varies from 25 to 400 acres, but the average is somewhere around 116 acres.
Most of the land under this ditch is very productive, yields being slightly:
above the valley average. Although alfalfa hay probably claims the most
acreage, peas are grown extensively. Either dairy or beef cattle are kept
in substantial numbers on nearly all the farms.

The West Gallatin Canal Company was organized in 1901. There are
40 shares of stock, each carrying a right· to water for about 150 acres.
Yearly assessments average $50.00 a share 01' about 30 cents an acre.
Taxes average slightly over $1.00.

Jefferson Canal Company-This project is located in the Jefferson
Va~ley and includes the irrigated land lying on the we~t side of the river
from a .. point 10 miles above Whitehall down to that city. The topography
of the narrow valley floor is quite even. The soils are largely a brown silt
loam with gravel sup-soil.. Some outcrops of gravel occur..Water is taken
by gravity from the Jefferson river... The company has. a right to 1600
inches and. can' seCUl'e 500 inches more if necessary. The supply is there-
fore abundant. .

Sixteen hundred acres of irrigated land is the total included in the
project.· There are 29 water users ,in the company. Farms average from
100 to 160 acres with approximately 50 acres of irrigated land each. Cash
crops are not grown to any extent, although the sugar beets and potatoes
which are grown yield on an average 11 tons and 100 cwt. per acre respect
ively. Dairying is carried on rather extensively, but other livestock are
kept only on a small scale.. Alfalfa, the principal feed crop, yields about
2* tons in two cuttings. Small grains give only fair yields.

This company, which is owned by local farmers, has no indebtedness.
The· annual. charge for ·water is $1.00 an acre. Taxes average 9Q cents an
acre additional.
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Norweign Ditch ,Col111lany-This project is located almost immediately
south and east of Harrison, in Madison County. A short 'branch of the
Northern Pacific railroad connecting Sappington and Norris cuts through
the project which lies some ten miles south of the main line. A g'ood
highway connects Harrison, a town of perhaps ·100 people, with the Yellow
stone Trail. The altitude here is just under 5000 feet. Pre"cipitation aver
ages from 114 to 16 inches and the frost-free period is approximately 100
days. The topography is moderately rolling and soils, which are dark in
color, grade from a silt loam to a sandy loam. Water is taken from the
headwaters of Willow Creek near Potosi Hot Springs and conveyed across a
divide by gravity into Norweigan Creek. The company has a right for 1200
inches of water, 200 inches of which is dated 1865 and the remainder, 1872.
In dry years there is some shortage of water after the middle of the sum
mer.

From 1000 to 1200 acres is irrigated in this project. This is divided
among about ten farms, most of which have considerable dry land in com
bination with the irrigated land. Alfalfa hay, yielding on an average of
two tons in as many cuttings, is the principal crop. Some grain crops are·
grown, although mostly for feed. Beef cattle are the principal class of
livestock raised. The annual water cost is only about 25 cents an acre,
while taxes average pel'haps 60 cents allitional.

Parrot Ditch Company-The Parrot Ditch Company project is located on
the south side of the Jefferson River. The lower end of the project is 6
miles east of Whitehall, while the project extends on up the river above
Waterloo. The land under il'1'igation is both bottom land and low benches
which are moderately level. The soil is a rather dark color, varying in
texture from a light to a helj.vy silt loam. Water is taken by gravity from
the Jefferson above Watrloo. Several water rights are involved some of
which are old rights, while others are more recent. Although the supply
was short in 1931, there is ordinarily sufficient water. Seepage is no pro
blem.

There are 4000 acres irrigated by this system. Farms, of which there
are 38, are much larger than the average found on most irrigation projects.
The average size of unit is about 320 acres of which about 100 acres is
irrigated. Several farms with private ditches are scattered throughout the
project, The system of farming followed is mainly that of livestock pro
duction. Some dairying is done, whi.le beef cattle and sheep al'e both kept
on the farms and brought·to the project for ,vintering. There are numerous
tracts of state and railroad grazing lands tributary to the project that can
be rented at a reasonable rate, while the project is almost surrounded by
forest reserves which offer special opportunities for stock raising. Alfalfa
hay yielding 2 to 3 tons per acre in two cuttings, claims the greatel' part of
the acreage. Wheat yields average 35 bushels and barley 45 bushels pel'
acre. A few beets are grown, with yields averaging about 11 ton. Potatoes
are grown to some extent commercially, giving yields of 100 to 125 cwt,·
to the acre.
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In 1910 an 01<1 pOWl'r dl'\'e!nllllH'nl ::;yi;tcnt was converted into the pre
:>ent Parrot Inig-ation 1'l'nject. Two chlRReR of Rtock nn~ issued, namely,
"13" and "C", Thl' fOl'llIt'r iH hdtl Ill' farmol':; llt the upper end of the pro
ject and the rlllR!' "C" Htm:k hy flll'lllel'" lOWlll'<! the lower end, Assess
ments ag-uimit thNW :<h!ll'l's aI'/] in t1w rnlio of 2::t That is, for every two
dollm's USSeSHI't1 l\l.:'uinst "13" stock, tlWl'(' is three dol1a1's IlRsessed against
the "C" stork. One shllrl' of slm'k, cntil\in~ tht' owner to one miner'~ inch
of wuler is Olllstllllllin~~ fol' I':\\'h nf tlw ,HHHI lWI'PS, Assessments vary from
40 cents to $1.110 per jrwh. 1"IJItillllous flnw, the latter amount representing
the \1S111l1 nssl'RRmlmt (If the l'1u;:s lOt''' l'tnckhollll'r:;, Taxes average about
liD centH an UCI'l' Oil tlIP impt'II\"l'tl il'l'i~ated land, ..

l'itlcHtonc llitd\ CUlIltmny--'l'he 111m!!; inigl\tc<! hy this company are
mostly 8ituntt!fl (In tlw IWIll'h imll\t'tlintl'ly nmth lind welit of Whitehall. The
topo,!rl'Uphy is 1'('II:<onnhly 1'\'('11, wit It ~\I(ficil'l\t ~I{)p(~ to fllcilitate il'l'ig-ation,
The soil is lllCllttly II dl'l'fllllllm'I'c! ~I'l\nill' which ill IIlLHIl!rately Iig-ht in tex~

tUl'e, :"on1" out."I'IIPS of /:1'11\'\-1 an' I'l'h'l·nl. \Vutt'l' is ~upplied by the direct
flow of ripm;tmw (']'l'I'k. till' cfllllpnny lm\'inl-t' a ri~ht to noo inches, In
years of IHll'llWI )lI'l'l'ipitaiion tlli:; Illll\llllll is ad(I(llUlh~. althollg-h in dry years
!HlInC Hh<wttlfJ;c m','UI'", :'"ml' nf till' !:lrKI'r fUl'll\l\ hll\'() water rights, in
addition to wah'l' whit'll tlwy 1'1I1'dUl:"C from the COll\pllny, None of the
lnnel is tl'ouhll:'tl Ity !;('I'plLj.('l',

Ncnrly 1111 I1f the' 10Ml IIITI'S indudNI in the project is at Ill'esent irri.
,!rated. Ther!.· at'!, '"j WlLll'l' U"I'l',' in t hu ~y!'h\lll, lWUI'lr nil of which have
ruther Il\r;!c~ hphlin~:s of land, lhlirying lind lilock l'niHing- I'ellrescmt the
pl'ineiplIl typl' of fllmtilll~ fIlUm\"l"!. llllY i,s, therefore. thl~ princi}lal crop,
Alfalfa yil'ld~ an'l'ngt' 1I111'ut ~~ I~ tOilet (11'1' a\'r~I, SOIlW potatoes are IP'own
cm11I\lel·cjnll~·. a ~'iL'lll of l:.!r, l:Wt. Ill'!' lLl~l'(' It('il\~ ('OlllmOn,

'1'he COl\l)Il\ll~' hl\~ nIl inddllt'4hlf'~~, 'l'IWl'(! nre GIIOO shares of stock,
cadI !lharc of which ill annulllly U~SI's!lc\r! :1 cdlts Oll nn aVl~l'ag'e. Assuming
that ('m'h FIr tilt' IIlnn UI'l'I'!' Im~ Hit' l'UI\W llumhcr of sluIl'cS this would make
a wahlI' chllr~e of l~ el'nlli 1111 nen'. Taxes n\'crn~c tiO cents nn ncre addi
tional.

PiPNllollC HC'l;I.'n'oir ('nnul COmllllll)'-,This project i::; IO(lated on the
hl'llI:h just WI'S! Hml south Ilf Whitdul1l. Hnill'oml siding!' on or adjacent to
the }l1'ojN:t 1m.' t·,ltI\'('nil'nl shttllping Iloint!l, '{,lw lllIHlj{rnp1Jy is rolling and
somewhat hl'nlwlI. ~1Ii1s un' hll'~I'I.!o· II .n'llyishhl'Ilwn Illaterial of j{l'anite
oril\'in whit'h is SUIllI'\\'lml j{rll\"t'lI~' UTili !'lPnr in !ipots. Thl! water 'l'Cf!uire·
melll for SUc(!l's"fuI (,l'illl l'nll!udiotl is, thl:'rcf(lrC hil.rh, '{'he normal flow
of I'ipe~tnm' crN'k is s;Upph'n11'1llt'll hy l\ l'l~;;('r\"Oir of [iOO acre fnet capacity,
Further ~l()l'llj{(~ is l'IlU:olillt'I'('IJ IHIl'l~ilth' lit n r<'lIiillllnlllc COHt, Witter RU}lply
ili, fol' the 11l'NH~nt UI'I'l'tlV.1! ('\Ilth'fltl:ll, lult'llunLI' ex('('pt in v(~ry lky YCUl'S
like lOW and l!J:U, The lHliis lllll! lopt)~rullh~' IIt'C such that no troublc iH
experienced from !tl~I~lmKC.

'rhe ~1'()SS arCll of the J'lr()jN~t \\'111' orij{innUy GOOO ncrell, but this was
reduced in 1922 to '1000 ~l(~re~, Practically !Ill of this can be il'l'ig'l,I,tqd v.l~
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t hough only about half that amount is being inigated at present. There
are now 16 farms on the project, these falling into about equal groups of
'10, 80 and 160 acres in size. There is an opportunity for developing an
('qual number of addditional farms, although the new ones would have some
what less productive soil and there is some question as to whether the
water supply, as developed at present, would be sufficient. Alfalfa and
small grain crops are grown primarily. Some seed peas have been grown
as a cash crop, and potatoes have proven very successful. Yie1ds being ob
tained are as follows: Alfalfa 2 tons in two cuttings, wheat 20 bushels,
barley 35 bushels, peas 18 bushels and potatoes 100 cwt per acre. Only a
small amount of livestock is kept by the farmers, dairy cows being the
Ilredominating type.

Stockholders of the .Jefferson Land and Water Company were the
original promoters of the project in 1D14. This group later assumed the
present name. Of the 4000 shares of stock (one share per acre), 2280 are
owned by eastern capital and 1720 shares by local parties. Farms were
divided into units of 40, 80 and HiQ acres, most of them fenced hog-tight and
many of them provided with buildings by the company. Nearly all were sold
in the years 1915 to 1917 inclusivc at an avcrage price of about $100 an
acre. With the fall of agricultural prices in 1D21, mnny of the farms were
abandoned by those who had purchased on contract. The present assess
ment for water is $1.00 an acre and taxes average about 60 cents.

Water Users Reservoir Company-This company is successor to the Red
Rock Irrigation and Reservoir COlllllany. The reservoir is located in the
Centennial Valley along Red Rock River in the extreme southwestern part
of the state. The Oregon Short I,ine Brunch, connecting Butte with Idaho
Falls, traverses the lower part of the valley and affords shipping facilities.
U. S. Highway No D1 follows approximately the COla'se of the railroad.
Lima and Dell are small towns in the Centennial Valley. Dillon, the county
seat of Beaverhead County, is some fifty miles north.

Elevation varies from about 7,000 feet in the upper Centennial to 5,143
feet at Dillon. For the IllOst part, hay is the principal crop grown. Irrigated
meadow pastures comprise a rathcr large acreage. An abundance of graz
ing land, in private and public ownership and on the National Forest, lies
adjacent to the irrigated lands. Cattle and sheep ranching is carried on
extensively, and for the most part on n large scale basis.

The property of this company consists of a reservoir, located on the
headwaters of the Red Rock River, which stores some 57,000 acre feet of
water. The reservoir was constructed to supplement the normal flow of the
Red Rock and Beaverhead Rivers, along which is located about 70,000
acres of irrigated l'aneh lands owned by individuals. Not all of these land
owners have stock in the reservoir, although the 50 who clo, own a substantial
part of the irrigated land along the two streams.

The company paid $150,000 for their property, giving a note to cover
tho ~mount. 'fhis )V~~ t9 l;>e retired at the rate of $10,000 annually. To
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dntt', approximately hulf tlli' }1l'inC'ipnl has been paid. Low prices the last
two or three y(~urs hU\'I' l·uu~I.'d ~lInl(l ddin()lIency of payments, although
the sitllutillll is not Herio\ls. 'l'hcl'c h; nil county tax delinq.ent land in the
project.

W{'flt Sidl' CHllld ('o11lIluny- TIll' WI'Rt Side Canul Company project is
lueutl'd in Madison ('o\lnly IIIl th,· W('st ;;idll of the i\InliiRon River between
McAllister and gnnis. A hrnnl"h line ur the Northern Pacific Railroad
cxtelltl~ up tlw valley tn NllITi~. /lhllllt lii miles helow the lower end of the
projcd. A fair hi~hwll~' JlU~~C!H throUKh the valley.

'1'h(l elevation at this point is r()\l~hl~' 5000 fCllt. An annual precipita
tion or about 15 indll'li occurs and till' frClHt-free period is about 100 days.
'rhe land is moderately ll!vel, hl!inK rather easy to i1'l'igate as far as topo
graphy is concel'lll'<1. ~oill\ nr\! IlIrKI~ly a gnwel1y loam with some heavier
~()ils ta>ing fuullcl in the lowl'r Im,'U!\. flecMu;(.' of the Rravelly nature of the
~()il. n good dcal of watm' is nl!l'c:!s!l:lr~' 'for lIuccessful irrigation. Water is
laken hy gl'avity from the ~II\c1i:ion Hiver amI the lIupply is plentiful. Very
little 1'l1'l'J1l1ge has occurrl'rl although the water table is rather high in the
Im'gl!r d(!lll'CssionH.

About 1200 acres of hlllil ill inigllLl·tl. Wilter supply and topography
wou Irl Ill'rmit the i1"l'i)!ntinj.( lIf sl'\'cl,t11 hlllHlrcd acres more. Eleven farn1C!l'S

nrc the Hluckho!dcrli of this COIllJlllnj·. Because of the high altitude there is
u decided limit to the ('roTJlI whidl t'M hi! grown. Alfalfa hay, yielding 2
tOllll flt!r llcre in two cllttin~~5. hi tlw mnin croJl. Oats arc grown to some
('xLent for feed wilh nil l\\"cntge ~.-idd of ,10 bushch being obtained. Beef
(:nttle nnd sheep rnisinl( constitule the chief activities in this area and
thert,' is nlwu~'s 1\ dClllnlul for fN'tl. cropll.

One share of l\lot'k ill illl'\I(',1 fnr ('Jlch miners inl!I1 of water. It was
ori~dnlllly hdi(!\'ct! that lUI ind. tll tht· ncre wall llufficient, hut nearly twice
thill amount is wwc! tin tlw I{r~,,"('Hy ~uil1\, The water aSReSliment is 25 cents
un inch anllllall~'. mnkinJ.:' the PCI' llrrc chnrgc IIbout TiO cents. Taxes average
(;0 l"ents nn ncre additionlli.

Companies and A14..<{ociation!+---..."oulh ,Central Area

ni" Ilitch Group

'fhil;\ group of tllf(~e ditch COnlllnnit'l'l, the Iligo Ditch Company, the High
Ililch C'ompnn)' £uIII Hw .'nllw llit.t'll f'fIlllpuny nrc 110 dllllely related that it
is imllllllsiblc to cOlI:'lill(~r them in nU thl'ir phllllell as 8Cpal'llte units. The
Bis: Dih:h dh'(!rls wl1.tl'r by J.:'nt\'it~' ,from the Yell(lwlItone .River at a point
7 milt'll W(!ilt of Park Cit~· in Stillwnh~r (,,~ollnt)·, It l!xtlmds cast .from here
down the north sidl! of tlw Ydluwlllunc lIl:urly ttl Dillinv;s, in Yellowstone
Cuunty. At 11 point lIhout Ii milell ('ust of Park Cit)·, the High Ditch diverts
water (rom th(l Hi):: Ditch hy )::rn\'il~' nnd cnntilllll'lI elt~tward, lying approxi
llIlItely midwa)' betwclm the dikh (It the GOVtl Dilltrid and the Big Ditch,
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The average distance from the High Ditch to the Cove ditch on the north and
to the Big Ditch on the south is approximately half a mile. At a point about
8 miles west of Billings, the Snow Ditch lliverts watN' by gl'avity from
the Big Ditch. It extends in II southl'ash'l'1y dil'l,etion for three or four miles
and then forllls two forks, one of which continues east for some three miles
and the other ncarly south for about un ellual distance. 'rhere is a total of
approximately :35,000 acres of il'l'igabll! land undl~r this system of three
ditch companies.

The history of this system of ditches is interesting. In 1.882 the Min
nesota-Montana Lund and Illlll1'ovement Company built the present Big Ditch.
In 1900 the Big Ditch Cmnpany was urganized to plH'ChllSe the ditch. 1. D.
O'Donnell, often referred to as the "fathel' of il'l'igatioll in Montana," was
the first superintendent. In UWH tIlt! llig-h Line Callal (:oIllIHUlY was granted
a 20-ye!U' charter, and imlllediately IIPglln c'lTlstrudilin or till! High Line
Canal. In 1U28 the nanw wa~ ch!l1l~etl to thp Hig'h Ditch Cllmlmny. About
1D02 the Snow Later!\1 Ditch Company was ol'gnnized and t1w Snow Ditch
eonstructed. In 1928 this company changed its nan\(! to the Snow Ditch
Company.

Of the a5,OOO acn~s of il'l'igahle land in thiH system, 2ii,OOO are served
by the Big Ditch Company amI uJiproximatulJ' 5,000 nel'ps by each of the
other two. Water has been plentiful flJl' tllll most pal·t, hut to iWnll'e it being
a certainty, a concrete skeleton dum with rcmovllble wooc!lm flash boards
was built across the Yellowstone RivC!r just below the hoadg-ate a few ycars
'ago. 'l'here is no question now about getting an adequate water supply
under this system. The soils found in tilt! three projects me practically the
same For the most part they grade fl'om a silt loum to a heavy clay loam,
although there are areus of a lighter sandy tnlC mul still others which might
be classed as gumbo. Seepage has occurred on nil three units. The least
difficulty has been experienced under the High Ditch, while the greatest
seepage has occurred under the Snow Ditch which hus not only the problem
of its own sub-surface water, but that of the High and the Big Ditches,
situated above it. For the most part, druinnge works have been constructed
as seepag-e developed, so most of the area effected has been virtually l'e
claimed.

Although the finances of these project were l\e[lt se[larate, the financial
Jrganization is closely inter~l·elatc(1. 'rhe Big Ditch Company has 6400
shares with a pur vulue of $10. They are held on a basis of 32 shares re
quiring 2 inches of water !)er share for each 100 acrcs. The annual oper
ating and maintcnam:e chargcs are about $013 on HiO acres, 01:' 60 ctmts per
acre. The indebteclness of this <:ompauy, when considerc)c! on an acre basis, is
practically negligible. The High Ditch Company hus 2250 shares at $10
par value. A farmer under this ditch is required to hold one share of Big
Ditch stock for euch shure of High stock. I~ach High Ditch Company share
represents 1 inch of water. His combined annual assessments for tho two
is about $22G on 160 acres of $1.40 pel' acre. Thero is nO indebtedness against
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this project, and, in fnct, tho company has some surplus, The Snow Ditch
has GOO shur(!s \villl II pur vlIhle of $10. A farmer on this project must
have :12 shares of l'uch Bi~ Dill'll anc! ~no\\' sto('k, each of which represents
:2 inches of wuh'r \IN' shure, for IljO t\l:rl'S, His combined assessments per
year llVel'ag'() $lIiO or :$1.0n per aen,', 'rhe complm~' has no indebtedness.
Tuxes vat'y sOlllewhat in t1iff(~rellt parts of all three )u'ojects, but the average
assessnwnt is ;;0 mills and the annuli I tax per aCl'e ahout $2,00.

These arc I\mnn~s till! oldNit irl'ig'ation projects in Montana. Agricul
ture is hig-hl:.' develol'C?tl tlnll the l';y!\tClll of farming pretty well estabiished.
Sugllr l)('()(s Ullll IWlIllS IU'!, t1H~ h:uclinJ{ cash crops, with alfalfa heing grown
cxtensi\'t,'!Y, Small ~~l'rlins are inc~ol'lInl'lLtt>d in the cropping system, but are
USCI! primarily f(ll' f(~r,d. Althou)!h yi('lli~ \'al'~', the following are an apPl'oxi
matdy 1l\·t'I'a~(': hN'l" 11; tun", hrum; Hi m"t., alfalfa 11 tons from three cut
ting-s, wh(lUt ;Ji'i liullIH>h'1 hnrh·y ,If. hushds. find oats 60 bushels, Conseder
able dairyinl{ is 1111l\l) IIml 111'1'£ 1'lIttle llllli sheell are kept in rather small
units on most farms, CunHill'rahlc winter fl'elliIl~ of beef and sheep is
heilHr ,lone to ul i1ize fllnn ~1'1l\\'n fcccl (,'mps, tops and by-products readily
obtainahle from the' flit'lOl'Y at HilIinf.!;;. 'l'll<'l'c lire :lliO stock holdm's under
thc Big' nih'll, 12:' unlit·!" t1w lli}:h Tlilt'lt lind 2!i unelllr the Snow Ditch,
FlInns "al'y t'onl;id"I'ahly in siZt" from;; mTPS to 1180 acres, with nn l\.Vel'age
of uhout 70 lien's PCI' farm,

'rhe main Iillc of till' :\OI'thcl'n Pacific HlIilroad tl"lwcrses the entire
Tll'oject, The (·hi(·II~o. Hudin,.:tnn lind Quincey comes in from the north at
ahout lhe middl(1 of til(' projll('t 8n,1 t1xl.cruls ('fLst to Dillinl;s, The Yellow
stllllC 'I'I'ail, n I'\',h11'ul Ui:,dlwa~·. i!i nt'll morc thlln two miles from any fal'ln.
Hil1in~s. till' third 1:~IW::lt tit r in Monlllnu, with n population of 16,000 is
the )Jrindpnl 1Il11l'kvt flllIl h'!lIlin~ c('nt<~r. At thill plnce is located the factory
of the Gr(mt WeSh~I'l\l':Ul{lll' COlllJl!\n~', a numblJr of clwellent creameries,
n vegetable Cllnnerj' lind n mnrket tor otlH1r farm produce,

I1hc Horn Low r.inl~ ('anal Compnn)'-'l'ha project of the Big Hom Low
LinCl ('annl COllJPllrlY Iw~ills IIltout ii mil,'s nnrth of Hardin, in Big Horn
County Hnrl extends north nlonj{ the Dis.: Unrn HiveI' for about 10 miles, A
hmnch line of tIlt) Chi<~n¥.(l, nlll'lin~toll arlit Quin<:YI'aill'olld between lIm'din
and Fostt'l" 1,\(,1'\','$ til(' IWllj<:cL. U. R. lIil-:hwny No. 8'7 connects Hardin with
BiIlitlKS at a llistlLlWt! (If r,o mih'H, Hnl'llin, with a population of about 2000
is II 10cIII mluket fOl' mnny flll'tll prmluct-ll, Tht>re is u bean growCl's associa
tion !ocult'd at this plact'. ~uHllr hC1et~ nl'(~ !lhopped to the plant of tbe
II 011 >. ConlOrution nt Xh"I'idlln, W)·ominJ.';', ahout 05 miles south,

A weather tl.H'(Jl'dinl{ l\tntilln ill locnted at Fuster which is at the lower
~ntl of the Ilrojl'cL Tht! ,!h~\'ntitln here is 2800 fC(1t and the annual )lrccipita
tion just under 11 int'hNI, 'l'hil ItI1it killin~ frost in the s)Jring occurs about
May 20 lind the !il'~t killinR'Cl"ostin the fall about September lU, giving a
il'ost-fl'ee period of IlIlproxillllLtely 120 days, Soils toward the upper end
of the proj(!ct are nlOlitly a moderate!)' heavj' clay loam. Toward the lower
end they nre lighter, \'arj'ing from a silty loam to a loam. There has been
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considerable seepage but some drainage has been effected. Water is taken
by gravity from the Big Horn River. The sUIlllly is ordinarily plentiful,
although in the dry summer of 19a! a temporary dam had to be built to
divert the necessal'y water.

A gross m'ea of 10,000 acres is included in this project. About 7500
acres of this is being irrigated. There aTC fir, farm!' on the project having'
an average irrigated area of something- like 120 I\cre~, Sugar beets and
beans are the principal cash crops, with IIlfalfu and small grains being grown
rather extensively for feed. Beets yield 11 to 15 tons, beans 12 to 15 cwt.,
alfalfa 3 tons in 3 cuttings, wheat :10 bushel!;, barley 45 bushels, and oats
60 bushels. Some dairying is carried on and considerable other livestock is
kept on farms. Winter feeding of livesto('k from adjacent ranges is carried
on rather extensively.

Orginally 10,000 shares, with n par value or $12.50 wel'e issued. About
25 pel' cent of thesc shares, representing wnter l'ights on the seeped lind
generally poor lands, have been recalled, The project has only a negligible
indebtedness. Opration and maintenan('(! charges nvel'll~e GO cents an acre
and taxes about $1.15 an acre. 'fhere is very little tax delinquency on the
project.

Big Timber Carey Act Project-The Big 'l'imbm' Carey Act Project
lies on the bench above the Yellowstone River, be/.;inning about 6 miles
north of Big Timber in Sweet Grass County, and extending north and east
some 15 miles. Big Timber, with a !lCI!lullltion nf 1aOO is the post office and
shipping point. The main line of the NOl'th(\rn Pilcific railroad passes
through Big Timber. The Yellowstone T.'nil follows the Yellowstone Valley
approximately paralleling the l'aill'oad,

The elevation of this projcct is approximately 4500 feet and the annual
precipitation averages nearly Hi inches. The. frost-free period is about 120
days, Topography is rolling, with some rathcr level benches. Soils Ilrc 11

moderately dark loam to clay loam with gravel and rock outcrops occurring
frequently. Water is taken from Big Timber and Sweet Grass Crceks, the
natural flow being supplemented by two large storage reservoirs. About
50 miles of canal is constructed.

This project was developed by the! Gluss-Linclimy Land Company in
1912. Originally theI'e were 6500 nel'CS of Carey lands included, the re
mainder being private land most of which was controllecl by the company.
Of the 17,000 acres of land included, allOut 10,000 acres are susceptible of
irrigation. Approximately half this acren/.\'c has been developed anel is now
being irrigated. There are 35 furmers actually tlsing water. Undeveloped
land is being rented for grazing purposes either to farmers on the project
or to neighboring ranchers, Furming being' carried on is of the extensive
type, with grain crops, alfalfa, and native hay utilizing most of the acre
age. Alfalfa yields uhout 2% tons in two cuttings, wild hay 1 ton, wheat
30 bushels, barley 40 bushels, and oats 50 bushels. Some livestock is being
kept by the farmers but the project is not being utilized to the best advan-
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tngc. The water charge is apPl'oximntdy $1.00 an acre and taxes average
lLbout 90 cents.

BiI1in~s Bench Water AS!lodation-1'hc Billings Bench Watcr Association
is 5UCCCllsor to the Billings I.nnd lLne! Irrigation Company, n Carey Land
Act l'l'ojt'ct, undcl'taken in IDO:l, 'I'his I)roject, originally embodying an
nreR of a:l,OOO ncrNI. of whidl lii,OOO neres WllS Garey Act land, was claimed
to }In\'C nn irl'i~ablc areu IIf 17,000 acr('s, At the present time the project
include!l 2:1,riOO nel'es, of whkh W,OOl1 is dassed Il!i irrigable and is actually
heing- irrig-atce!. The lands under this !I)'stem begin on the bench immedi.
ntelr north of BillinKs and extends north and cast a distance of aproximately
:-!5 mil('s.

Topo~rnflhy of the nre8 is ('\'en, with sufficient slope to facilitate irri
galion. l:ioill'l \'ury from loum to ${ulllbo, with silt lonnl of good productivity
Jll'lm(JllIin[ltin~~. The hellvit'r l'loil~ umll.'rlnid with shale have developed con
l'idcrnhlc nlknli in reccnt ~·(·tlrl;. ltij,l:h water table llnd seepn~e hnve caused
n Hood elt,'ul of trouble, lind nlthnll~h cnnllidt!rahle drninin~ has been done,
mort:' rNl1l1inH to he (Inne, pArli('ullilrl~' towurd the lower end of the })roject,
Wlltt'r ill t~1J.Wll hy Krt1\'ity from the YI'UowlItone HiveI' nCllr LaureL The
t::uppl)' WJltl mll't1Ullte evell durillK thl! extrmnel>' dr~' summer of Ul:l1,

To dllte! 1I11IH·oxinult!·ly $R15.0ll0. or jUilt under $'10 an lICI'C, hns bcen
('Xpl'Ilt!t'd in this 11I'rljN,t. 'I'lw Im'IlI'lIl indehtedlll:'s!l is $172,OllO 01' about
$9.00 lin Acre, OriKilloliJ" 2:1,500 sh:llf(', of stock with n pnr valuo of $20
W('l'll it'!lued, 1'lIt·ro f,re now ollt!lttllldilllol' HI,On!) lIhllrcll. or one share per
IIUll nt'tunlly irriJwtcd, 'rite n!lIWJlilnwnt inltl:1l Wll!; $2,50 although it is
cmlinlll'i1>' only $2,0l1. or thi!l $UiD ill :tor 1I1~tuAI operntion nnd maintenance,
whilll Hll' bnlllllt·c ill [Ill' cnlnr${clllt'.l\t$, !IinkinJefuntl nnd interest. Taxes aro
nPllroxinUllllly $1.00 nn nerc in ndllilinn, There III vcry little delinquency
in Jlllj'Ultmt of either taxes or wllter charge!!,

There nrc :U9fnrlllK on th\' prnjcd, at which 256 nrc operated by the
()wT\C'r. (:1'081 \'urillticlTI in lli7.t! ill 10111\11, but thl' llvcrn~e i!l 6'1 acrell of ird·
Sorl1ll1 lund IH~r fnrtll. As:riculturc i.' hi){hl)' t1c\'l!lo)led and well diversified.
A ('\'nl<uI' lak(.'n 1Iy Trullll'l'$ pf tilt! nR~ocill.tion ill 1931 showed the gL'eatest
ncrcnRe bt~inJC devoted t\) nlflllCn, with 1m turt', bcnns, sugar bccts and
whent followinK in the order "limed. Truck crOfl!\ nre nlso grown to quite
lin extent. Yiclilll obtail\t'd Ilrt' libllut I'IlifoIl0\\'1I: AIlnlfn a to 4 tOM in
three cultin${ll. hcnnj'; 1:'. ('wt" hN!llS 14 tons, whellt ao bUfihels, barley 45
llll!lhchl, onts liii hUllhclll, Irri~f1tcd Jln!llurcl! luwc l~ carrying cnllacity of a8
hiR':h II!> t.\\'o mnture nnirnnl unit," THif titre (I\'(~r tI 140·daypcriod, Dairy
('little olltnllmlwf nil other li\'(~!lt(:lCk nltho\lv.ll rnnny beef cattle and sheep
Ul't'J hrOllnht to the fnrm!il lInd rNl during llil! winter month!;. The accessi.
bilit)' of bel!t bj;'-IIt'(It!lIdll tll lllllllllcmcnt fll.rm-grown feeds encouragos this
prll<.'licc.

fur dlltn oil dimntc. marlwb ((Ill! trtuullllwtnticlIl rcf(l1' to the Big Ditch

group on IllIge Si.
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Canyon ,Creek Ditch Com p~ny"";'The' Canyon' Creek Ditch, Company, pro
ject is located on the north side of the Yellowstone River running two miles,
west· of. L~u~·el.to .tb.e city limiti:l, -of Billings. Topography is even. The
soils al'e brown in ,color, and grade, in texture from a loam to a, clay loam.
Water is taken by,.gravity ~rom the .Yellowst()ne River at a point about
two miles west of Lamel. The sgpply is always, plentiful. Some seepage
has occurred, but drai~u\gesyste~swhich have been installed, ,have corrected
this difficulty. .'.

, Eight thousand 'acres of irrigated land is embodied in this system. This
land is in 90 farms, which meanS that the average irrigated acr'eage· per
farm is just about 90 acres. Agriculture is very well developed on the pro
ject. ,Sugar beets and Great Northern beans are the leading cash crops
grown, Beets yield an average of 15 tons and beans about 17 cwt. per acre.
Alfalfa hay is grown on a substantial.acreage, giving an average yield of
4 tons per acre. ,Small grain crops ~re gr9wn larg'ely for feed and their
yields are above the average of the state for il'l'igated land. A considerable
amount of diversified livestock is .kept on the farms and some ,winter feed
ing of, outside cattle and sheep is done.

The Canyon Project was developed in the year 1884. The stock has a
par value of $10, and 2000, shares are outstanding. , The indebtedness at
present is ,about $3 an acre, a negligible amount on land of this productivity.
Water assessments average $1 an acre. Delivery is, made only out of the
main canal, the farmers being required to construct and maintain their own
lateral system. Taxes are ~bout $2.10 an acre on an average.

Data l'elative to markets, transportation and climate a1'e the same as
given for the Big Ditch Groull on page 87.

Grey Eagle Ditch Company-The Grey Eagle Ditch Company project is
located just south of Billings in Yellowstone' County. It was developed in
the -late' nineties and, includes 1300 acres, all but 150 aCl'es of which is being
irrigated at the present time. Water is taken from the Yellowstone Rivel>
by gravity, the can!!:l being only seven miles long. The supply is adequate
at all times. Soils are a loam to silt loam and are highly productive. Only
200 acres have ever,been troubled by seepage and that has all been reclaimed
by drainage.

Shares representing watei· for ten acres each, and numbering'132, have
peen issued_ at a par valu.s of $10. ,The company has;,no indehtednes's what
ever and almost'no delinquency in payments; Operation and maintertance
charges per 'acrevai'y from 35 cents to $1.00 ,a: yea!' 'with-45 cents as 'an
average. Taxes are about $3.00 an acre.

1, There are 70 farms on this projeCt varying 'in size from 3 to'70 acres.
An intensive type of farming is practised. Sugar beets, 'giving lin average
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yield of 17 tOlls, arc thcprinripal CI'IlP, Beans nrc not A'rown to any extent
because )('c:al contlili(1n5 5l'pm to result in the excess ~rowth of vines at the
e:.xpense of yield. Alfalfa, which is grown to some extent, yields about is
tons in -1 cuttings, Truek ~~m'd(ming' is done on nearly all of the farms,
Dah'Y CQWS und Iloultry me the principal livestock kC]lt on the project,:

Fen' dahl 011 dimate, mal'lH!ts allli transportation, refer to the Big Ditcll
Group on puge 87,

Park Brnndl Cnnal Cntnpah)'-Lnnd inch\lled in this project lies up the
Ydlow",tonc Rivp\, uhnut ~O milps south and west of Livingston, in Park
County, Although Living;;t.on with a IJOpulntion of 5300 is the principal
trndlJ cl'nll'r, ancl off!'rs n lrwal lIHll'kt't for SOlllO flU'm llroducts, there are
sC'\"lWul shipping" ]HJinb, YH'l\\' at hUllc!. ThQ Li\'in~;;toll-Gnrdiner brunch of
the Xnrth('\'n l'al'ific railwuy t\'\LVCl'Sl'S the I\l'oject, FedQrul Highway No.
87, nn ('xcl'lIt'nt 1\ul'fueed roml, mal,eli l!llSY travel by cal' either to Livingston
or to Yl'llowl'tone 1'lIl'I" ;:0 mill'!; to lb, south,

An 1\\'I'rll~C ('It,vntion {If 'lOOO feet ohtldns in this oren, Annual pre
cipitation is ,imit ulllh'\' 1;; in~Ill'';, while tho frost-free llcriotl avcruges about
10n days, 'I'lll~ ~ioih; lin' dark in color anti the hl'th~r nt'N\'; var~T from !\ loam
to ('lilY loam, A cnnsiclm'uble aer(~nl~(! of both !ltnny unci A'mvelly land is
sl!'ll fO\llul. 'iVnt('r is tllkPl\ hy J.:'radty from the Yellowstonc river, 'fhc
main ditl'1l. 11 miles in h'ng'UI, is too small to carry the IH!CeSsury water"
awl !lint'(· it lH\SS('!l undl'}' the raih'o:ul ~I'l\dc cleven times, the cost of en.
lar~inp: wnulll he exll'l'nll'l)' ~rmt.

:\ lthous::-h :14(lf} l\C\'f'i' coull I he iniguh-!l in thifl !l~'stl'm, only 1000 acres
are :\l'ttmlly i1"l'ig-alctl hCl'lIURC of the wall'l' shortage just mcntionecI. There
are nnl:: !wvpn fllrnwrli in this ('omtlllllY. three of whidl IlI\\'e more than 80%
of the Htndt, The irri$!ah'c1 hinel !l\,(~l'ag'(l!'l well over 100 acl'cs llcr farm,
and \'nl'yin~ amllunt!; of n()n-i1'l'i~atl!11 lund m'e nwnetl ill addition, This is
en('lllll':lg'NI "y the feed 1.'l'ClJl!l which (':\11 Ill! produl~('(1 here to supplement
the l·x('el1ent~ra'l.in~ on the nl'llrhy moothills and in the National Forest,
Alinlfll yield!' nho\lt ::!l.fl ton~ in two cuttings, nncl timothy and clover about
1 % tnns. Rmall s::-rnin Crl1Jlil for fNHI )'it'ld modct'lltely well.

Df.'velnpm(>nt of this prnjcd tonk plaee in lR!l:l. Two hundl'cel anel fifty
share:; with a PEl\' vllhw of $100 lloch wcre sold. Nn !lpecified amount of
wa l (II' j" I'l~JlI'('!';cnll!d by stlll'k, 1m t uvl\ilnhh~ wall-I' is Ilistrihute(1 J'lllrtioTl
ally IwtwI,'I'T\ thl.' slcH'khnldl'I';;, Wlll'k of llIaintnininl! tlw tlitdles; is lurgely
dmw hy HIl' mcmlo('I'S of thl' l~(llllpuny, Th(, avel'age y('urly aSRCSliment
is I ..:;;; thun fiO (,l.'Ilts an al'l'l'. Tnx(~s lUI! llh(lut fiO c:cntii additional.

Hunc/wl' Ditch ComplIll.\·-'l'his pl'U](I(:t is IlI('nh!C1 imm(~diutcly wcst of
H~T!'h[lm in TrCll!'lllre Cl\llnt~·, It i!'\ travcrsed h~T the F(!cltmtl higll\\"ay, Trail
No, In,lInd uls(l hy the main linm lIf the NOI'tIll'1'l1 Pacific RtlilwlIY, It is
RPPI'oximatt·ly flO mile!'! l!:lst of Billing-ii, wht!I'c thel'(' i!-l locuted the fuctory
of tl\(' (;l'(mt \Ve~tl'l'n RUj.\'lll' Company, BillinA'iI also [ll'nvir1cs II convenient
nlRl'ket for bennll and other products;

The altitude of thig project is llhout 2700 feet, At this elevation the
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last killing frost in the spring occurs about May 1 and the first killing frost
in the fall about September 25, giving a growing season of approximately
136 days. The annual precipitation is about 14 inches. The surface of the
land is quite level, making h'rigatioll easy for the most llart. The soil is a
good quality silt loam. Water is taken by gravity from the Yellowstone
River and the supply is adeqnnte since the instnllation of a dam in 1D31.
Seepage is not a factor.

At present there are 40 farms on the pr()ject varying in size from 40
to 500 acres, although the most common size is about 80 acres. Alfalfa and
beets are the principal crops, with small grains being grown to some extent
for feed. Beets yield about 15 tons, alfnlfa a tons, wheat 40 bushels, barley
GO bushels and oats 75 bushels. Considemblc livestock is kept on the project.

This project, embodying 4,250 acres classed as irrigable land, was
organized in 1904. Shares with a par vnlue of $10.00 were sold for each
two acres of irrigated land. 'l'he per acre cost of construction was very
low and the company is virtually out of debt. Annual assmlsments for
operation and maintenance averag-e abollt 50 cenh a year and taxC11 are
about 75 cents an acre.

Shields River Ditch Company-The lwlding's of the Shields River Ranch
Company lie just north of Wilsnll in Park County. A branch line of the
Northern Pacific Rnilrond connects Wilsall with Livingston to the south.
Federal Highway No. 87 facilitates travel by car.

The average elevation of tlle Irrigated land is about 5300 feet. Annual
precipitation is around 16 inches nncI the frost-free period averages about
90 days. The topography is rather uneven. Approximately half the irri
gable acreage is in the valley of the Shields River, while the remainder is
bench land west of the river. Soils on tIle bench are a gravelly clay loam
and those in the bottom are silt loam. The color of the Boils is dark and
they are productive for crOllS which are adapted to the short growing season
found at this altitude. Water is taken from the Shields River and carried
by an eight mile canal over the project. The company has been decreed
about 10,000 miners inches although the full amount is seldom available.
The water supply is ample for the amount being irrigated at present.

There are 14 farms purchasing water from the company_ All of these
are larger than 640 acres. Of this amount there is from 100 to 300 acres
irrigated. Hay is the principal crop produced. Alfalfa yields about 2 tons
in that many cuttings and timothy and clover in tIle bottoms yields about
the same amount. Some small grains are grown for feed, but the acreage
produced under irrigation is small. Some cattle, sheep and dairy cows are
kept by farmers at present, but more of the hay is sold and shipped out than
is actually fed on the farms. Enhanced by the nearness to cheap grazing,
it would seem that all of the feeds grown on the project could be utilized
to better advantage by feeding more cattle and sheep in the area where it
is produced. Assessments for water are only about 25 cents an acre annually.
Taxes average about 85 cents a year.
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Development of this irrigation project took place about.)910.. Of the
10,000 acres owned by this company, 2,500 acres are ·cllLssed. as irrigable
and about 2000 acres are actually being irrigated. The company is anxious
to subdivide its holdings into units of an economic size and. sell. to individual
farmers.

Suburban Ditch Company-The Suburban Ditch CompaIlY project is
located just southwest of Billings in Yellowstone County. This. project, in
cluding '1200 acres, practically all of which is irrigated, was. ?ev~lop.ed prior
to 1900. Water is taken by gravity from the Yellowstone. River and con
veyed through a canal only a few miles in length. The supply. is ad~9-uate

at all times. The soil is a loam to silty loam and is very productiv.e. Less
than 100 acres have been troubled by seepage and this has been completely
reclaimed by drainage.

Shares with a par value of $10 have been issued for each two acres,
making a total of 600 shares. The company has no indebtedness. Opera
tion and maIntenance charges have averaged 75 cents an acre over a period
of years. Taxes are about $1.15 an acre. . . .

There are 75 water users on the project. Their acreage varies from a
few city lots to one ownership of 240 acres. An intensive system. ·of farming:
is practised with sugar beets and truck crops utilizing most of the acreage..
Beets yield about 15 tons per acre. Very little livestock except dairy cows;
and poultry is kept. 1

For data on climate, markets and transportation see the general dis.
cussion of these points for the Big Ditch Group, page 87.

Two Leggin Water Users Association-This project is located in Big
Horn County, most of the land irrigated being north of Hardin, The main
canal is a high- line ditch, lying above and nearly paralleling that· 01 the
Big Horn Low Line Canal Company. The canal, however, extends about 6
miles farther north and east than does that of the latter project. Market
ing and transportation facilities are the same as for the Big Horn Low
Line Canal Project previously discussed, on pag'e 89. Climatic conditions
are also the same.

Soils of the project are largely a dark brown loam to'silt loam, with
some areas of heavier clay loam. The entire project is underlaid with gravel
at a depth from 6 to 10 feet. Water is taken by gravity fromthe·Big Horn
River. The right is a vel'y old one and an adequate supply is assured by a
low dam across the river just below the headgate. Considerable seepage
has occurred but this, has virtually all been reclaimed by drain·age.'

A gross area of, 20,000 acres is included in the project; pl:acticaily· all '
of which is being irrigated. There are 158 water. users in the ·association.
A good deal of variation occurs in th~ size of farms, but there' are ·very.few
small holdings and the average size is around 120 acres of irrigated land,
Many of the farms have dry land in connection. Ther~ if:!, no~stablished
system of farming followed, although sugar beets and beans constitute the
principal cash crops. A large acreage is devoted to alfalfa hay and small
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grains for feed production. Yields being secured average as follows: Beans
12:'to ~5 ~wt,;beets 11 to 1~to~s, alf~lfa, 3 'tons, wheat 30 bushels, barley 45
bushels, and ,oats ,60 bushels, A great deal of livestock is kept on the farms.
Da.i.?-·ying:ha's a prominent place, while beef cattle and sheep are e~ther kept
on the farms or brought to the project for winter feeding.

No shares of stock are issued, but each owner under the system has
a deed representing, his l'iliht to water which appertains to the land, The
average assessment of the association is 80 cents an acre for water. The i
taxes on this land average about $1.00 an acre.

Waco-Custer Ditch Company-The project of the Waco-Custer Ditch
Company is situated on the south side of the Yellowstone River about mid
way between Billings and Forsyth. The town of Custer is the pl'incipal
shipping point. The main line of the Northern Pacific Railway extends
the full length of ,the project as does also the Yellowstone Trail. Billings
is the principal market, for farm products in this area.

The altitude at Custer, is 2749 feet. Frost-free period is usually about
J35 days, while the annual precipitation is about 14 inches. The soils are
largely a heavy silt loam of good productivity. Water is taken by gravity
from the Yellowstone River. Since the construction of a dam nine years
ago the supply has been adequate throughout tb.e season. Some seepage
has occurred but no drainage system has been installed.

This project was completed in 1908. Of the gross area of 4200 acres,
3000 ·areclassed as irrigable and are being irrigated at present. Water is
delivered to 35 farms. These vary somewhat in size but average from 80
to 100 acres. Alfalfa and sugar beets are the principal crops, with beans
and small grains being grown to some extent. Beets yield 13 to 15 tons and
alfalfa hay 3 tons in three cuttings. The few beans which are grown yield
from 12 to 15 cwt. per acre. Livestock are not kept extensively, although
nearly every farm has a few milk cows. Some feeding of outside livestock
is done during the winter months.

Stock in th,is company was originally issued on the basis of one share
for each two acres of land. The present outstanding indebtedness is $51,000
or $17,00 per irrigable acre. The company recently refunded its debt by
issuing bonds which will mature serially from 1935 to 1950. Per acre assess
ments are now $2.50 of which 80 cents is for operation and maintenance.
The company does not maintain a latel'al system but delivers only out of
the main canal., Taxes are about $1.25 an acre additional.

Yellowstone Valley Irrigation .company-Land lying adjacent to the
city of Livingston in Park County is irrigated by this company. A good
local market is available for milk, poultry products and vegetables. Living
ston is a division point on the main Hue of the Northern Pacific Railway.
Excellent hig'hwa:ys extends in all four directions from this point.

, The elevation at Livingston is 4500 feet, the annual precipitation is
just under 15 inches and the frost-free period is about 115 days. The land I"

lies, fairly level so that irrigation is not difficult. Considerable gravelly soils
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are found on the_ project although the -predqminating type is probably clay
loam underlaid with gravel. An amIlle supply of water is diverted by
gravity from the Yellowstone River, "

This project was developed in 1901 by private individuals who purchased
the land, made water available for it and ,offered it for sale. Two thousand
acres is owned by the company but only 1100 acres is considered irrigable.
Of this, about 800 is actually irrigated. With a few exceptions the farms
are small diversified tracts operated by people who depend upon o'ther sources
for the greater part of their income. Dairying, poultry raising and garden
ing predominate, with alfalfa and some small grains being gl'Own for feed.

The company has an indebtedness of about $30,000' and the property
was recently taken over by the mortgagee, a banking firm in St. Paul.
Their plan for disposal, has not yet 'been announced; The annual charge
for water is $1.50 an acre and taxes are about $1.20 an acre. ,

Part VI---Statistical Information

TABLE-l

Acreage Irrigated In MOntana As tq TY'P.~;ofiProject
(Data From 1930 Census of Irrigation in l\'Jonta~a)

Acreage Irrig. ,in "20
.0

C'I
a>

Cll.-i

~, ~
;.; >
(,) 0
1'1 0

""' O~

~,~Amount

Acreage In'ig. in '30

-;

Individual and partnership
Cooperative
Irrigation I)i~trict

Carey Act
Commercial
U. S. Indian S~l:vice
U. S. Reclamation Service
State '

885,274
418,862

83,870 40 ,

'10,000
2~,375'

75,844
:98,327 -

.360

56%
26
5
1
2
5
6

976,615
393,257

35,153
.54,771
34,115
98,887
88,291

20

58%
23
2
3
2

-6
5

-9.4%
6.5

138.6
-81.7
-34.4
-23.8

11.4

-5.2%TOTAL' : 1,594,912 1,681,729
cl ...:.-...:.-..;;,...._-'- ...:.-_---...:.-...:.---------
iJ "This is -exclusive of -districts· organized ,on Federal Reclamation projects.
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TABLE-2
Acreage, Per' Acre Indebtedness and Overhead CoSts Per Acre for Mont'ana Irrigation:

DistriCts' Which Have Been, DeveloPed

as Indebtedness, ,; '_ Annual :"
'"..:t ~ 'g ..:l Assessment ~

..... ..0.., ..0 C)

'" - as os "'" aI ,Per Acre' gj <
~ .!!.O ~ .!!.O m ~... .!!.O ~ x ... is:

District Location t5 II < II -< 8 p"; II ~ 0 & 1\1 Other ~ ~ Remarks ~

Ashley Lake Kalispell 25,000 1,640 1,300 .$ 32,000 $19.50 $1.40 $2.10 $ .50 Much delinquency. ~
Big Hole Wisdom 9,522 8,500 None 287,000 34.00 None made N eve r operated. Too Z

. little water. Nearly all ~
Big Horn- tax delinquent. ~

Tullock Big Horn 1,597 1,050 300 97,487 93.00 .60 Co. ·tooktax title 1928 ~

Bitter Root Hamilton 25,000 18,460 15,000 750,000 40.50 1.50 2.50 .80 Fed. 'Govt. loan in 1931. Z
Blodgett ~

Creek Hamilton 1,911 1,900 1,900 0 0 .10 0 1.10 .~
Box Elder Hysham 1,200 1,000 1,000 73,652 73.65 3.00 0 .75 Tax title-resold by Co. Ul

Buffaw ~

Rapids Miles City 4,000 3,200 1,000 123,000 46,80 1.00 No data .95 Tax title mostly. :g
Bynum Bynum 32,462 21,201 16,000 1,180,000 55.70 .40 3.60 .35 'Payments"delinquent 0
Canyon since January 1931. ~

Creek Hamilton 1,500 1,200 1,000 5,200 4.35 .25 .50 .95 Protesting $3500 bonds
Cartersville Forsyth 12,000 8,000 6,000 320,000 40.00 1.00 2.40 .75 Once readjusted.
Charlos Como 1,000 750 750 300.40 1.00 .50 .75
Chestnut

Valley Cascade 4,500 4,000 No data 140,000 35.00 .75 No data.90 Co. took tax title 1930



\
Clinton Clinton 1,000 800 600 15,000 18.75 .50 2.70 1.00
Columbus Columbus 1,500 1,300 ° 101,000 78.00 1.00 Co. has taken tax title ~
Cove Billings 5,750 5,750 4,000 262,500 45.60 2.25 5.75 1.00 Rather heavy delinq.
Danford Laurel 1,200 1,200 1,200 0 .0 .50 2.50 1.00 Excellent condition sa

(2,650 ) (10,000) (4.00) (2.00) Figures in paranthasis ~
Glen Lake Eureka 4,300 4,000 1,000 139,881 35.00 4.50 .50 show present status Z

1-3since reorganizing 0
Hammond Forsyth 4,000 3,500 3,000 106,500 30.40 1.75 2.50 1.30 Refinanced in 1927 ~
Judith Basin Danvers 4,300 3,600 1,500 174,442 48.50 .65 Co. has taken tax title 0
Lockwood Billings 2,600 2,600 2,600 73,500 28.25 3.50 4.50 1.00 Some bonds in default ~
Lomo Hamilton 940 800 750 ° ° .05 ° .80 Only for collection. ~
Mill Creek Hamilton 2,224 2,000 2,000 5,000 2.50 .10 .95 .95 Excellent condition 0
Missoula Missoula 3,100 3,100 3,100 6,000 1.95 .70 1.95 2.85 Suburban settlement Z

North ~
Sanders Hysham 5,000 3,500 500 155,000 44.25 .55 Co. has taken tax title ~

Red Lodge- to nearly all ....
Rosebud Luther 20,000 9,758 1,000 440,000 45.00 (4.50) 1.25 Refinancing at present ~

Sunset Stevensville 3,025 2,800 2,800 24,000 8.60 1.60 40 .95 In good condition H
c;':l

Tongue and Yel-
~lowstone Miles City 11,155 9,700 9,000 144,302 14.90 (3.00) .85 In good condition ....

Uppel' Glen- 0
Z

dive-fallon Fallon 6,120 4,210 150,000 35.60 None since 1924 .80 Hasn't operated for '"d
several years p;

Victory Dist. Custer 3,000 2,800 Few hundred 52,000 18.50 None since. 1928 Land nearly all tax 0
c:...,

delinquent
l;j
0

Whitetail Whitehall 5,000 3,000 900 120,000 40~00 None Never completed. 1-:3
m

Yellowstone Forsyth 10,000 7,500 ·7;500 365,000 48'.70 1.50 4.10 1.20 Refinanced in 1928
--

~
(i;l
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TABLE-3
Summary of Financial History of Montana Irrigation Districts_Which.Have..Been ..Developed

Disposition of Bonds
~ ...

..

,,",,
,0o

I··· ~

I··':,
~: ;
j"::;

!'

'. :.. District

-!\.shley Laj.{e

Big Hole/c. 130,000. 1,500.' None None 128,500 Nearly all
.Big Horn.Tullock 75,000 None None None 75,000 No data
Bitter. Root ,c. _: ;$: 659,500 $23,QOO' $477,375 159,125 See remarks None

No data
22,487
None

1,000,000 None

:. 123,500 None

:aIodgett Creek
.;Box Elder

.Buffalo Rapids

Bynum

Canyon Greek
Cartersville
Charlos
Chestnut Valley

-- 20,000
65,000

20,000
. 335,000

None.
140,000

20,000
2,000

16,500.
None
None
None

None.
None

None.

None

None
No data
None
None

None None None None
None . 63,000 No data 10,652

None 123,500·. 21,000 26,354

None 1,000,000 45,000 None

None 3,500 3,500 1,700
15,000 320,000 No data None
None None None 320
None 140,000 140,000 None valid Co..took tax title 1930.

Bondholders purchased
and are operating



_~'_'_."_r''''_ . __ ,.....~'.d_............._~ ..... '.~.. ~._...___... .•.. -._~_"",-"_.___._~~",,,._.__. -_..__.•.__....____...._._,

Clintull :!11,IlOn II,ODO Xmw XlJnc Iii,Gllll :\'tml: ~iinf'

Columlm!l 101,000 ~tlne Klint: Xunc lOl,QUU lOIMO :\0 data Tax title to most oi >
land. /':

C't1\'C :100,0110 :~'i,riOO None Xone 2f;2.:iOO 25,000 None Now refinancing
.....
Z

1)anf;wt! l~l,DOO HI,Oon !'\Ont~ ~l,ne NUl!l' XOll~ NOlle ~

Glen Lake 161,500 30,500 2\ono Nune 1:.!i) ,0 lIfJ Xu data 14,881 Refinanecd. Bonds
t"1
Z

cancelled. >-:c
$10,000 in warrants ::0
outstandinJ.:'. ..-:
13nnll holder:; operating' ~

HllnmH\tH! l~·l.onO ,triOO 40.000 :!::,OOO !ili/,OO 2\0 data.
-,

10,onO Refinanced in 1!J27
~

Judith Hl1,:in Iti'.lJWO 2,Onn NOll(! X"lw l~iH,lj(jiJ ~o dahl lr.,'!·I:.! Co. has taken tln: title ;:;
Li.lekwlJou IO:!.OUO 'l0.50n !'t,ne Xnne :n,;:joo IH,1HlO 42,ono Pllm to refinance Z

I-'J
LO!llo XOI1(' XtlTW Xnnc X(lne X~mc KOlle ~lJnc Only for collections. ;&-

?\li1l Creek 2:i,OOO 20,000 :r-;1l1lC Xmw :i,IlOO ::\one Kane Z

:'Ifil'!'flula Kane ~()n{' !\one Xune Xl.tne Xone 6.000
;:>
.....

Xorth ~nn<!(?l:'R 1;;:',000 Xtln~ 100.000 X()m~ lJi;;,OOO Xo data I'o data Co. has taken tax title ~

Red Lod~c·H{Js(!Lud 41S,OOO XllllC Xune Xone ·il8,nOO Sintc 1927 22,000 Now refinancing .....
Sunset 20,000 3,000 ~olle ~O!le 17,000 Xone 7,000

- Q
;>

Tong-ue & Yellowstone 2:~5.000 91,000 None Xone HI,OOO None S02 >-:J.....
L'pper Glendive-Fallon 1;;0,000 None None Xonc l;;O,OUO None No data Xot operating. 0

~

Victory 52,000 None Xone None 52,000 Xo data No data Keady all rand tax de- •
!influent. Kot operating ;g

Whitetail 113,000 Kone None None 11:\000 N'C) data 7,000 Not operating 0
"-<

Yellowstone 400,000 None 350,000 50,000 350,000 Kone 15,000 All warrants and t;::j
0

$50,000 bonds cancel- >-:
led in 1928. en

....
<:>....



TABLE-4
Acreage, Per Acre Indebtedness and Overhead Costs Per Acre for Montana Irrigation Districts Organized

on United States Reclamation and United States Indian Service Projects

.....
o
l>.:l

Huntley 32,500 30,000 22,000

Fairfield 128,840 90,206** 23,928

Glasgow 19,995 10,506

Fort Shaw No data 13,902

~o
Remarks Z

l-:3

~
Additional $14.05 owed :>
Federal Government ~
Additional $14.05 owed 1-3
Federal Government !i
No separate district in- r!l
debtedness. Entire amt. ~
owed Federal Gov't
No separate district in- ~
debtedness. Entire amt. ~
owed Federal Gov't. Q
No separate district in- t:tJ
debtedness. Entire amt.
owed Federal Gov't
Additional $14.05 owed
Federal Government
No separate district in
debtedness. Entire amt.
owed Federal Gov't

.30 .

.50

*

*

(2.88) .50

.65

(2.88) .50

(3.33) .40

1.50 * 1.25

$(2.63) $ .50

.85

1::
<Il Cl>
IS ...

Ol~~ ~
::l <Il <.>

§gj~ ::l<
«p., ~ ...

0& M Other~ ~

90.00t

12.30

34.68

20.00

57.00

$8.30

CD

~
MCl>F.-I _.-t F-f

<Il ... <.>
p.,'::<

140 to 68

77,000

Indebtedness

13
.~ --
~!i
.~ 0
AE-i

6,031

7,641 109,955

7,500

'1:l
<Il

~
Mol
.~ Cl>

!:<

3,000

2,200 $ 30,000

8,918

3,824

3,633

<Il

~
Mol
.~ <Il
... ....::<

4,050

9,000

~ oS
Q <Il(5<

Harlem 12,770

Chinook

LocationDistrict

Port Belknap

,U. S. Reclamation
,: :

Alfalfa Valley Chinook

Fort Shaw

Glasgow

Greenfield

Huntley

Harlem



Lower Yellowstone Sidney 58,321 47,450 31,000 66.00§ 1.13 * .90

Malta Malta 58,671 25,031 14,358 - 57.00

Paradise Valley Zurich 11,548 7,017 4,785 103,000 14.65

Zurich Zurich 12,217 7,145 4,775 267,555 37.50
·U. S. Indian Service

Flathead Ronan 80,000 70,000 40,000 - 65.00

.50

.40

.50

(2.60)

(3.23)

(4.88)

.75 2lh% .50
of con

struction
cost

,50 to $1.tt .5040.005,000.6,3326,332Axlee

·.l

·Jocko' Valley

Mission St. Ignatius 13,133 12,000 8,500 65.00 .75 2lh% .50
of con

struction
cost

~ L;onstructlon Charge is payable annually to the Federal Government at the rate of 5 per cent of the average gross
crop value during the past ten years. No interest is charged on deferred payments.

** Only half of present irrigable acreage now equipped with canals and structures for irrigation.
t Tentative estimate. Cannot be determined until const ruction program completed.
§ Includes future drainage cost. Applicable to all but Class 5 land.
tt The construction charge is to be paid in 16 installments without interest. The first five payments are each to be

5 per cent of the cost, while the remaining eleven pay ments are each to be 7 per cent of the total cost. ...
o
co



TABLE~5

~.

"".

- .
More than IOc but

10c or less less ·than 26c 26c to 50c 5Ic to $1.00 .More than $1.00

.. 10 Per Cent 28 Per Cent 16 PerCellt 28 ~er Cent .18 Per Oent

Comparison of Annual Water' Assessments Per' Acre Made By Irrigation'
. . . Companies and Irrigation DistrictS

Irrigation Districts

.. Less than $1.00

18 per Cent

Irrigation Companies'

$l.oi to $2.00 .

13 Per Cent

$2.01 to $3.00

23 Per Cent

$3.01 to $4.00

23.Per Cent

. More than $4.00

23 Per Cent

~
C

~
~
>'

.t:;l

az
til

O'·Z

~.
:<....
Q
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