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ORGANIZATION OF CLUB WORK

PURPOSE Olt' CLUB WORK.

The purpose of club work is to teach practical agriculture and
home economics through the schools to hdys and girls 10-18 yeai's
of age. These clubs are conducted by a local leader who maybe
:~ live teacher, pract!ical fa,r~er, housewife or business man, This
local leader arranges meetings, plans prizes 'and local contests, and
.tries to secure permanent commun,ity interest· ,Agriculture and home
economies ca.nnot be taught from a text book alone. A school
garden 'or school plot is as yet out of the question in Montana, and
even if practicabl-e cannot t<llke the place of the dub acre or house­
hold project,

Club work has for its object one definite limited piece of work
each year, Iri Montana, in i916, as in' 1915' there will be four club
projects: (I) Boys' Potato Clubs'(2) Boys' Corn Clubs, (3) Girls'
GaicF~11il\lg 'ai1C1 'Canlliil,g'Cltll)s,;C'(4) ti.j:otil'er-Dau'gl;ter 'Vacatio~l' (:all-
ning'Cli.ibs: . . '

I "';1'

.~ ~lu~ lVIust Have a p'efinite Ideal. In years past hoys cund
girls greW'c6i:n, 'potatcles oi.' ca.~1l1ecr vegetcublesmerely to' compete
for' a prize or ~oi' an exhibit., In 1915 definite agricultural fand
l:ome project;" were workeClout snch as: :Co~~perativ:e''lnarketing,
gra.dtng potatoes, rais!ilg 4~H' mand Seed eornand See4 fbtatoes,
earn'ing rrilOll,ey at 'home bygai'c\ening; etc. Grace' and Opa.l +Iolt
of Dieer Lo:dge, earl1ed $:i.08 ailc]' ~'I48 hom a 1-10 ac'l:e gai.:den; 25
hoys de~re(r$Is'fr6ill'i-8 acre M 'potati:)(~s; Ferd arl.d Ei'nest Daly
cleared' $57 :each frmll I acr~ c,f coi!n;~61)QYs sold"see'dearh, i 4_H
Hrainci,! for $3;SO per hUSjlel: 'ISboys'solcl4.:H Hi'and SeeC\P~atoes.

,t-H Bntncl is' ~lali1ecl 'for the 4~B Brand of Edu2atiol;~~Ie:a(L1i~art,
Ballds ali-d Health, '; " '" ' , ."! , '

.;,.} :;. !';;'
,A Club Member is a Farm and Home Demonstrator.-Club

membe~;;i~bel~':r~c6hJs!of "T~i·i'~ty; of' ~kei:t;' d}~t b'{'pl~rJ~:tii\~,"C'tl1tivat­
ing and ,all operations .on a record' blank' furnished upon application
1Jy the Statle Leader. They ,keep recol'ds all sll'l1ll'ner 0.£ amount
and valne of produce used at home and sold. Fmnl' these records
they calculate the profit per 1~8 acre' or I acre of potatoes, :r acre
of corn and 1-10 acre g-arden and on canned products. These records
are certified to by dis,interested \yitnesses who are not relat1ives of
club members. vV'hen a'girl'makes 'a high yield, or a great profit,
she can then prove by figures and can demonstrate in· a Pilblic meet-



iug or by a newspaper report HOvV.she has made her money and
.JIOvV she has call1~ed her vegetables.

PRELIMINARY WORK.

First expla,in to the girls the meaning of a dub and tell tllem
\\halt it would mean to them to have an organization. If you ::iUC-

ceed in working up enough' intel"est, plan to reserve some Friday
afternoon afterreces-s time for organizatio'11. Ha"'ire the girls invite
their mothers so that they will understand what club work means
and will keep up the interest at home during the summer months
in the garcjeni11>g and canning work. Otherwise, unless you remain
1n the community all summer as leader and can call meetings, it will
~e hard to get results for the fall exhibit and program at the school.
(Jet the mothers to h'elp the' girls ·during the suminer by' interest
and encolUl"agement. If the' mothers cannot come to these meetings
it will pay you to visit them·" explain dub work and get them to
promise to keep up the interest of the children in what they have
begun.

First Meeting for Organiza~ion-vVrite upon the board the
!o.JIowing and get each pl'ospective club member tn sign i~:

Pledge: . I hereby pledge myself to:

~. Study 'carefully all letters and bulletins of instructions sent
hy my State· Leader· .. , , " , '

2. Carry out these ills.tru,ctions to the best of my ability'
3' Attend Club meeting"s anc1'take' part in the programs·
4. Keep i:aref~l11y a nlemorat~dum book of lny c1ub'wo,rk.
5. ' Rellder all necessary reports. " ,

Then write tile na,tues of these members, who mLlst be IO-I8

years of age, l~pon the emollment blanks !urnrished yOLl, sending one
copy at once to Miss Augusta D. Evans, ·State Lead!er of Ch~b Work,
Bo.zeman, Montatla, all14 the other to· the county superintendent of
schools. Give name and address of eac)1 me'l11'ber and of the parentis,.

Instructions durin:g the S.Lllllmer months, which will pe by
monthly letters, wHl ,be mailed to the club members to the ad­
dresses given on the enrollment blanks.
.:", , Tnst'ructi'ons sent 'while school is in session will be mailed for
distribution 'to the 't;'eaCiler o'rta :theleader in: cliai:ge' of the- chth.
,P~e:ase 'state li:pto wh('l,t elate yOll wish !nsrt:ntctions sent to the local
lekcler:, ::, . . ",., ,'" !., , " : '

Then'eleet'the president al1ld secretary hy ballot and indicate
who they "are on the etl:rollmerit blank:! 'Set :a' elate for' the next

:,1



Roll call and reading of minutes of last meeting by secretary.
Final decision of size of garden-Calculation of cost of the

meeting and assign a lesson on variety of seed com, potatoes,
and garden seeds. Have club members find out for discussion at the
next meeting the varieties considered best fO'r your locality. Send
{"nrollment blank, properly filled out, at once to Stat~ Leader.

PROGRAM FOR MOTHER·DAUGHTER GARDENING CLUBS.

Meeting II.

I. Roll call and reading of minutes olf last meeting by secretary'
2· Discussion of size of garden-l-IO acre for town gardens

and h2 acre for ranch gardens (See diagram 'with this
pro'gram, planned for horse cultivation to save laboir and time).

3' Assign for meeting III Calculation of Amot1l1't of Seed
necessary for 1-10 acre and 1-2 acre gardens. Use seed catalogue·
Have secretary writ'e for seed catalo1gue to some western seed
house·

4. Announcements-set date for next meeting-invite mothers.

Meeting III.

I.

2.

seed.

3. Discuss buying of seed cooperatively fronl' one seed house
for economy and to get good varieties (for varieties for Montana
see circular on Garden Suggestions for Girls' Club Members page 4·)

4. Assign lesson on "How t'O Prepare Soil for Seeding." Have
members ,find out how they are to get seed bed prepared-who is 110

help them. The leader may have to interest some parents here··
S. Announcement of date of next meetinig-Plan to secure

some mother w:ho has raised a good gardeil to talk to the club on
"How I Prepal:e My Seed Bed."

Meeting IV·

1. Roll call and reading of min utes of last meeting by secretary.
2. Lesson on "How to Prepare Seed Bed." .Each member must

take notes to be written up and handed in at Meetiltlg Yo
3. Assign lesson on "Study of Garden Diagram." Notice pa,rt

of g:a:rden is planted to early vegetables. The part left should be
kept cultivated to keep down the weeds and to preserve the moisture

4. Announcement-Plan to have Last Day School Exercises to
interest parents in club work. See each personally to' get them out.



Meeting V.-Last Day of School, at Closing Exercises.
1. Invite parents-Interest them in club work.
2. Plan Fall exhibit of vegetables at school house.
3· Plan prizes for best exhibits, greatest profit. best composi­

tions on "How I Grew. My Crop."
4' Plan to hacve a basket lunch and play festival for September

or October 1916.
From now on club work and m~etings can be most st1ccessfully

managed through Mother-Daughter clubs-one mother appointed
as leader-meetings to be held at homes.

PROGRAMS FOR MOTHER·DAUGHTER VACATION CANNING CLUBS.

JUNE-Meeting I.
One meeting a month if possible at homes of va;rious members,

beginning alphabetica.lly.
Discuss Mother-Daughter Canning Club Report Hlank, how to

keep record of vegetable used in the home, the vegetables so.Jd, and
the evgetables canned. Interest members in each others' gardens
--visits, exchange of plants, etc.

JULY-Meeting II.
a. Discuss time an.d place fora canning demonstration by the

State Leader· If you have a county agriculturist (there is a co:unty
agriculturist in Fergus, Cascade, Hill, Flathead, Custer, D'awson and
Teton oo:unt'ies) wri·te to him and arrange to bring out the State
Leader. Discuss plan to advertise this demonstration, bringing in
all kinds of vegetables to can.

b. Plan for a basket lunch on this day and a play fes,tival in
the afternoon.

The State Leader will use wash boiler and also steam pressure
outfits to show saving ,in time and labor of canning. Everybody
<'orne and bring aprons, jars and vegeta·bles, prepared to can. Invite
the men and boys. They are usually interested in the canning out-
fits and canning in tm·

AUGUSiT-Meeting III·

a. Pian a Fall LooaJ Fair at t1he school for September and
October· Plrizes for the best exhibits of vegetables, canned vege­
fables, greatest profit on garden, made by mother and danghter.
Have a girls' canning contest, a boys' and girls' potato race, a potato
recipe contest, a spelling bee, using terms pertaining to gardening
and canning'



b. Plan to exhibit at the county contest if you have one, also
the state contest.

c. Information on contests and rules foi· judging will be fur­
nished by the State Leader upon request.

. . If

Girls' Potato Paring Contest'-:"'WibauX; ~lay F~sti~al and Club Fair,
Nov. I3, IgI5.

DIRECTIONS FOR SIZE OFGARDEN-HOWi'O PLANT GARDEN, ETC.

Size of Garden-For towns, a I-IO acre garden (43.5 ft. by roo
ft.) equiva.lent to a. city lot is. the required size. In this size garden
tile ro~s vary frail, r foot to 20 feet foi- cultivation by lioe 01:
garden cultivator.. Two or three plantings may be l~'ade in a ~easol1
if the space is used after early peas, lettuce, i-adishes,etc., for cjiikk
grqw~ng vegetables like beets. carr,cts, etc., for a second .pl~l1:ting

of lettuce or rac1ihes o~· for the planting of celery or tomato plants.

The I-to acre g'arden is :Hranged so that the early vegetables and
those of s.ilTuilar cultivation can be planted first up to i'ow, 9. ': The
space frqm rOw 9 to I9 can thus, be kept cultivated to keep r;1.own
~reeds llntil the time fO'I' vegetables to be planted later like beans,
corn and cabbage, etc. Spinach and chard are desirable vegetables.



DIAGRAM-1/10-ACRl;'J GARDEN.
I<'OR

~ GIRLS, GARDENlNG, & CANNING CLUBS:-43.5 ft. by 100 f'l.
Feet

Apart

I-Spinach

2-
Peas

-g=-
~-'lunHps'

i)-beets
6-CarrofS-
7-Parsnips
8-Salsify

9-Swiss .Chard

Lettuce Radishes 1-2
2~

1-2%
1-2%
1-1% .
Fl~
I 1%I

1%
1-1%
!-3

10-Cabbage
------------------
l1-Cauliflower;

12-
lil--Bush Beans'
14-
15-
_.6-Sweet Cprn

17--

] 8-·Tomatoes

19--

Early Peas-Alaska, Gradus.
Second Early Peas-Abundance, Advancer.
Early Cabbage'-Early "Jersey 'Wakefield, Early

V/innegstadt. '.
Late Cabbage-Danish Ballhead, Danish Roundhead,

Latl;l·Flat DutCh,

1-3

!-3
1-1% .
I-Ph
1~2%'

1-2%

1-21h
1-2

Early Cauliflo·wer-Extra l!.arly Dwarf ErfurtL, Dry ·Weather
B:arly Snowball.

Rush Beans-Davis White Way, Extra Early,Refugee, Red
Valentine, Mammoth Stringless

(greenpod)



7­
Beets

8-

For home gardens ;'2 acre is about the best size as it is cared f01­
with the least amo.unt of labor· The rows are 3 feet apart for horse
Cl1WvatiOl1. In this way a great deal of l·ab'a,rio.llS hoeing can be
avoided. In Montana, land is cheap but labor is expensive-

This garden is arranged so that the first early plantings reach
to row 12. The remainder of the gal'den Cain thus be kept cultivated
and free from weeds until it comes time to plant beans, cabhag'e and
cauliflower plants, etc.

DIAGRAM OF HOME VEGETABLE GARDEN

100 feet by 210 feet-rows 3 feet apart.

I-Spinach" 1------------------------
2-

Early Peas
3-

4-Lettuce 1------------------------
6-Radishes
6-Turnips

"
1-----------------

'9-Carrots 1------------------------
10-Parsnips

ll-Salsify

12-Swiss Chard

13- 1--------..,.....--------
Late Cabbage 'I

14- -----------------'------

16- I------~----------

Early Cabbage I
16- 1--------------------

I

. 17-
Earl Cauliflower

18-

19-:- 1-----------'-------
20- I

Early Potatoes ....

21- )i-----------------



22­

23-
Early String Beans

24-

25- \
Second Early String Beans26- / _

27­

28­

29-
Sweet Corn

30-

31-

SI­
BS-Tomatoes

Early Peas-Alaska, Gradus. Second Early-Abundance, :A.dancer.
EJarly Cabbage-Early Jersey, Wake.field. Early Winnegstadt.
Late Cabbage-Danish Ballhea.d, Late Flat Dutch.
Early Cauliflower-Extra Early Dwarf Erfurt. Dry Weather, Early Snow­

ball.
Early String Beaus-"Davis White Wax Extra Early Refugee.
Second Early String Beans-Red Valentine, Mammoth StrIngless.



SEEDS AND SEEDING.

Or4er yo~r seedsear.Iy. Qtder. g()od seeds from reliable see~.s­
men, of standard varieties rather than novelties. Early V'M"ieties.
should be planted in most paits of the state as the growing season
is ShOllt. The varieties recommended have beeil grown on the
station' grounds at Bozeman and are adapted to most pM"t's of the'
state. The ani'olint of seed to order can be determined by consulting
data given with the various crops. Usually one package, o·r one
ounce'. will be enough.

Plant seeds deep enough to be in moist earth· ,Seeds can be
planted deeper in light soils than in heavy soils· Firm the soil
about: the. seeds. well. If s,eecls are planted with a drill, the machine
will firm the soil.

VARIETIES SUITED TO MONTANA

PEAS.

Peas should be planted early in the spring as soon as the sOlit
ciii be put in c011,ciition· Plallt in rows 18 inches apart if cultivat~d
tty hand, and 3 feet, apart if cultivalted by horse· Seeds sl,lOuld be:
about I~ inciles apart in the row and 2 or 3 inches deep. 'the seed
required for 100 feet of drill is from I to 2 pints,

The pods should be picked when well filled with peas abd be­
fore the peas have hegtlll to turn dry and hard.

BlDANS.

Snap or ,string beans should be planted when danger of frost.
is over, say the latter part of May. Plant in rows 2 or 3 in,ches.
deep, rows 18 or 36 inches apart, and seeds I inch apart.

The pods should be picked when tender and before the seeds.
get big. For every lOa feet of row use about I quart of seed.

BEETS.

Beets SllOU.kl be sown in rows I inch deep and 18 inches apart,.
early in the spring. They should be thinned to abont I to 3 inches
apart· One hundred feet of row will require about 2 ounces of seed··

CHARD.

Swiss Chard is grolWl1 the same as beets. The leaves and leaf
stalks· are tlsecl as greens, Excellent food because of high mineral.
content-



CARROTS.

Carrots should be plalited e~rly in the spring, as soon as the
land is in good condition· they should be sown in rows about
18 inches apart and Y;; inch deep, and thinned to I inch apart after
they have become fairly established. The seed requireed is about
o Qrunce to 100 ,feet of drill.

Varieties-Oxheart, Chall'tienay, Danvers Half Long.
Carwts used when young and tender are most pa:latable. If

canilecl when young they are far superior to old carrots carried
through the winter.

CAULIFLOWER.

Cauliflower should be started in boxes in the house or hotbed.
'rhe seed should be sown in rows about I inch apart and Y;; inch
deep. When the third or fourth leaves are well s'tarted the plants;
should be transplanted 2 inches apart. Several days before setting
out in the field the gardener should begin to harden his plants off..
'\i\['hen freezing wea.ther has pass~d the plants are set ant in rows;
about 30 inches apart and about 18 inches apart in the row. \¥helll
the heads begin to form, some o,f the leaves of the plant should be
brought together over the hea,d and tied with string. One-third of
an ounce of seed is required to 100 feet of row; 1 ounce to 2500

plants.

CUCUMBERS.

Ctlcttmbers should be planted whed danger of frost is over ill
l!ilis 4 feet apart each way. Six to eight seeds sl~ould be planted r-2
incil deep in each hill. If all the seeds gro~ the pl~ilt can be
thil1~ned, leaving 2 or :3 in a hill. For fertilizilig cucnillbers, oettei­
n-sl11ts will be obtained if a sho'vel of well rotted maiiure cali be
tl~oi'oug'hly mixed \~ith the s~il in the hill· The frtlits may b~ piCke~
When they are small, 1 1-:2 to 2 inches for pickles, oi- ,vllerl 5
(;1" 6 inches lorig for slicink· THey sholtld be picked before td;'11iilg.
'v~rhjte or yello,';. Fol· beSt reSiilts pick daily: t"l'he seecl reejuired is
f~'on~ I to :2 bi1l1~es f6;· 100 hills:

\farieties-j)~~is P~;'fed, Loh~ C;'ee;1, £01· sild;1g; Sh~;·t d~e~n
{or pickles ~;iCi ~lid;';g. .

ONIONS,

Onion seedshonIcl be planted ;as· early as possible in the spring
1;, drills 14 inches alpart and should iJe covered about 1-2 to 1 inch



deep. After the onions are up they should be thinned to about 2

inches apaort. About 1-2 ounce of seed' will be required for every
roo feet of row. Onions may also be raised from sets planted 2 or
,~ inches apart and about 10 to 2 inches deep.

Varieties-Large Red Weathersfield. Yellow Globe Danvers,
Australian Brown, Southport White Globe or Cracker.

PEPPERS.

The culture of peppers is about the same as for tomatoes. Dis­
tances for planting are: rows 30 inches apart, plants 18 inches apart
in the row. The seed required is I ounce to 1000 plants.

Varieties-Ruby King (large, sweet), Red Chili (small, hot),

SPINACH.

Spinach should be planted early in the spring in rows 14 inches
apart. The plants should be thinned to 4 or 6 inches apart!· The
leaves may be picked when they have reached the most convenient
size or the entire plant may be pulled. Seed required; one ounce
to 100 feet of drill· A vegetable of high iron content and a valuable
ionic·

Variety-New Zealand.

TOMAT,OES.

Tomatoes should be started in boxes in the house or hotbeds
about March 1St. The seed should be sown in shaUolW rows about
1 inch apart and about 1-4 inch deep. Wlhen the first true leaf is
well started, they should be transplanted into other boxes 2 inches
<tpwrt. When they begin to crowd they should be transplanted 3 or
4-' inches apart, or into 3 or 4-inch pots, strawberry boxes or tin
cans. These will permit transplanting into the field without greatly
llisturbing the root system. Harden the plants before setting in
the field. Set out in field, a.fter danger of frost is past, 3 feet apart
each way. If they are ,to be pruned to single stems, and staked,
they ma.y be set I~ inches apart. In pruning to a single stem. pinch
off, all side branches (not blossoms) when they appear. Tie to stak~s

with string or cloth tightly around the stake and loO'sely about the
plant. Stakes should be 5 or 6 feet long. The seed required is
1 ounce to 1,500 plants.

VarietJies'-Earliana, Bonny Best, Chalks Early Jewel.



PREPARATION OF THE SOIL.

The land should be plowed preferably in the fall· If land thus
prepared is not available, early spring plowing will do. It should
be harrowed as soon as -dry enough in the spring. If plowed in the
~prin'g it should be harrowed immediately, before any lumps have
time to harden. Unless the land is in very fine condition, it should
be dragged after harrowing·

TRANSPLANTING.

This shou.Id be done preferably la.te in the afternoon or on cloudy
days· Plants taken from hotbeds and houses should be shCi!d:ed from
.he sun tWlO or three da.ys, or unti!l they have become established.
The piaThts should be thoroiUghly watered' several hours before
taking up and as much dirt as possible should be taken with each
plant. The holes should be large enough to receive the pl,an.ts
without doubling or twisting the roots. If necessary, pinch 0.££ the
ends of the longest roots. The ground should be ·firmed about the
roots, and the plants should be watered thorQ!t1'ghly after· trans­
planting. hfter the wa,ter has soaked away in field tra.nsplanting,
throw a little dry. dirt over the wet gro'und around the plants to pre­
vent baking. Hot house plants should be hardened off by exposing
gradually to outdoor air before transplanting. .

WATERING.

Irrigate before' the ground becomes too dry. One way to test
moisture conditions of the soil is to dean away the dry top soil,
take up some of the lower wet soil and squeeze in the hand. If the.
50il balls up ~t is aU right; if it is crumbly and tends to fall apart
it is beginning to get dry and should be irrigated. Shallow rooted
plants like onions. will require water oftener than deeper rooted
plants. As a general rule, irrigate thoroughly and not so often,
rather than often and not thoroughly. Run .the water in furrows
between the rows of vegetables; do not flood over the entire surface­
Cul'tJivate after each irrigation·

In crops like onions, tomato'es and peppers, which should mature
before frost, the water should not be applied the latter part of the
summer.. Th,i8 gives the plants time to mature or ripen. Cucumbers
may be kept growing right up until froSIt!. For carrots and beets., the
ground s,hould 11'0t be allowed to become dryas pulling and digging
is too hard and unsatifactory in dry ground. Spinach and chard will
be all the more tender if kept weI! watereel until harvested.



CULTIVATION.

The land should be cultiv~l:ed frequently during the season
especiaHy just after irrigation: or a rain. This prevents the soil ffom
baking, conserves the moisture in the soil,· assists air to reach the
roots, keeps out the weeds, and in genera:! keeps the soil in bettel;
condition -£01' plant growth.

Direotions for canning vegetables may be obtained by club
members by add::ressing Miss Augusta D. Evans, State Leader
Club Work, Bo-zeman, Montana.
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