
January 2, 2005

A/ f
Dear Family and Friends Everywhere:

And a Happy New Year to you all! We're late with our greetings this year, 
but I'm sure you will understand as you read on...

Ben's health has been failing rather rapidly over the past year and on 
December 12, he was transported to the Hilton Head Hospital because of severe 
pain in his legs and thighs. That, along with his dementia which has turned into 
full-blown Alzheimer's, are the reasons he is now a resident of LifeCare of Hilton 
Head Nursing Home.

I have cared for him at home as long as I could, but his frequent falls(his 
legs are very weak) led me to realize I couldn't give him the professional care 
he needed. He is in good, kind hands at LifeCare and I have been visiting him 
twice a day at mealtimes so I can help feed him. Of course, the fact that his 
vision is so very poor...the corneal transplant didn't work...just exacerbates his 
condition. Please keep him in your prayers.

As his illness progressed during the year, he kept remembering what he 
had been (he loved his family and his years at Northwestern) and was so 
frustrated over what he was becoming. I have kept reminding him what a 
worthwhile life he had lived and how many people's lives he had touched. His 
eyes will light up for a moment when I mention your names. I have read all your 
Christmas greetings to him and he and I appreciate your thoughtfulness in 
remembering us.

Mark and Claudia have both been down for visits with their Dad and we 
talk on the phone daily. His six grandchildren all talked with him on Christmas 
Day and I could tell he loved that. Ben's speech is very garbled these days and 
he knows what he wants to say, but just can't get it out so that it is 
understandable most of the time.

Didn't mear» for this to be a "downer" for you, but did want you to know the 
reason you didn't receive a greeting from us this year. We loved each and every 
one of your cards and messages. Please keep us on your list.

Much love to you all...
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Much to my surprise, and perhaps yours, 
I have gone beyond the unlikely age of 
90 and r e a lis t ic a lly  speculate on my 
mortality. But since the how, when, 
and where of l i f e ' s  f in a lity  i s  uncer­
ta in , Tina and I are here again with 
our Holiday greetings. The house, 
trees , shrubs and yard -  and I myself -  
a l l  proclaim the ravages of having 
spent" 60 years here together. Sweet 
memories, lik e cream, r ise  to the top 
and are a comfort as I remember a l l  
of those who helped create(them. Tina, 
unaware of five  of her predecessors 
buried in the garden, leaps from my 
lap to chase a squirrel, as they once 
did. Life i s  s t i l l  good, but more 
d if f ic u lt ,  for what was once a simple 
task i s  often a daunting challenge.
But I s t i l l  enjoy being with my friends 
and appreciate th eir  helpful acts and 
concern for my well-being. I preserve 
my connection with Shoreline College 
by working with the Women's Center on 
a scholarship that w ill express my 

years of commitment to women's 
higher education and to the important 
place served by the community co llege.
As always, I hope for another Spring.
But now -  HAPPY HOLIDAYS.'
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o u r ^OXu^ScubcryrS
/  #9761 *iomr Falls-Indian Creek Canyon Needles District, Canyonlands N a t io ^ 'T ? ? ' '

Utah.
After a storm in the Needles District, Indian Creek roars to Ufa 
at canyon walls. The area receives only nine inches of rainfall a /  
in the form of violent thunderstorms.
PHOTOGRAPHER— STEVE MULLIGAN ©  1990
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Photograph © 2000 Terry Donnelly 
Moon Bridge in Snow 
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