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Holidays 2001
5 January 2002

Here we are, "putting away the holidays” and we still have "Send Greetings” on our to-do list! 
Fortunately, we can report that we’re late because we were busy having a great time visiting with 
family and friends and enjoying music and cheer of the season. We hope your holidays were wonderful, 
too, and send best wishes for peace and joy in 2002.

Probably the biggest event in our lives (other than the earthquake in Seattle and the events of 
September 11th) was Nile’s retirement from his 20-year stint at Foothill College, effective June 30th. It 
was only a first step, though, as he still has a short-term contract to finish the interactive name
pronouncing tool for teachers at http: /  /www. NameProGuide.com. He’s actually moved ALL of his 
possessions (including music and professorial paraphernalia) to Seattle, so we’re looking for places to 
keep them. Nile is already soliciting students for a Jazz and Pop Solo Voice class he’s putting together 
and is having fun scouting out the music venues in our neighborhood with the idea of dusting off his 
tuba to join in.

Sarah has enjoyed a year without being on the Condo Board, using the "extra time” to join Nile on 
motorcycle trips (she now has her own BMW, big enough to keep up with his), get caught up with her 
reading, and to wrangle with the Wisconsin Tax Board over our Island property assessment! Long days 
at Microsoft are still challenging and rewarding, as Sarah is now a Program Manager in the Windows 
Hardware Quality Labs, in charge of putting together a test kit. She enjoys keeping up with the ever- 
changing technology and new possibilities for information delivery. In May, she attended the annual 
conference for Society for Technical Communicators, where she accepted the International "Best of 
Show” award for Online publications for her work on the Help and Support feature in Windows Me.

Gray and Stephanie moved back to California in August, as his startup company in Raleigh closed down 
after Memorial Day. They’re in the Bay Area again, closer to all the families and siblings. Gray is 
working at Active Buddy in Sunnyvale and singing with a men’s a cappella group in San Francisco. 
Stephanie is doing some substitute teaching and may return to school again to become a Physician’s 
Assistant.

Andrew has had some unusual experiences this year, taking part in the unveiling of Ford’s new 
Thunderbird as a "meeter fit greeter” in Southern California and in the Baja race in Mexico as a driver 
for the executives from Yokohama Tires. The downside is that he’s no longer working for the Mustang 
Ranch restoration shop, so is striving to make ends meet with his dealing and fixing of Stroppe vintage 
Broncos via his http://www.baiabronco.com site. He’s enjoying taking "improv” comedy classes at 
Comedy Sports, and expects to continue exercising his talents this year.

Our mothers are both in good health - Nile’s mom, Lucy, turned 90 in January and we had a full family 
gathering and a public reception in Davenport to celebrate. Nile’s brother John is in the picture with 
her. We all got back this summer and fall for short visits, too. Sarah’s mother, Adge, and husband Cliff 
are "snowbirds” this year, spending the winter in Sun City, Arizona to escape the Wisconsin winters. In 
August, we picked up Adge and spent a short ten days on Madeline Island with her. As you can see in 
our collage, our kids and Sarah’s sister Anne and family helped us celebrate our 33rd anniversary. 
Anne’s daughter, Madeline, is the cherub in the little picture.

As we look into the new year, we expect to enjoy time with many of you, and for those we haven’t  
seen for awhile, know that we treasure our memories of times with you and enjoy hearing from you, so

http://www.baiabronco.com


Greetings from the Nortons
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NEW MEXICO 
The Land of Enchantment

Called the Land of Enchantment for its beautiful scenery 
rich colorful history, New Mexico entered the union on Jai 
6,1912 as the 47th state. It is the fifth largest state in the 
with its capital located in Santa Fe. New Mexico’s state H 

. the road runner, the state flower is the yucca flower, ani 
state tree is the piñón pine.

Photo ©  Smith Southwestern, Inc.
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Whatcom County travelers have discovered images of Mt. 
Shuksan from Picture Lake— considered the most photographed 
view in the world— in Africa, India, Israel, Germany and the 
Swiss Alps.

Mark Bergsma - photographer 
© Mark Bergsma 

Mark Bergsma Photographer Gallery 
1306 Commercial 

Bellingham, WA 98225 
360 « 671 * 6818

WHATCOM LAND TRUST
Y.O. Box 6131 Bellingham, WA 96227

From the book Whatcom Places, published by the Whatcom Land Trust 
(1997), available in stores and shops throughout Whatcom County.

3 6 0 6 5 0 9 4 7 0

The Whatcom Land Trust is a non-profit membership organization dedicated to the conservation of farmland, 
open space and wildlife habitat.
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Dear Friends,
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As 2003 approaches, Jerry and I are rushing to put the finishing touches on the even year.
It was a treat hearing from all ô f yoü and learning what you've been up to.

4 i  • ♦  , •; ‘ ' .y* - - y  - V

Let’s start with the good stuff. W e took two, special trips this year: hiking in 
Yellowstone and file Grand Tetons, and Historic Garden Week in Virginia. In late $ * 
August, we headed out West With Backroads. I’d been to botli national parks as aitid, but 
it was Jerry’s first trip. Plate tectonics, live, close up and personal! The weather was %.  
spectacular; the views stupendous; the hikes challenging; the bison sashàyed alongside ' 
our van; we watched a moose swim the dash across a^lake; and thankfully, did not meet 
any bears along the way. Our Backroads cchppanionâ were lots o f fun, og and o ff the 
trails This year’s picture is from, a hotel near Jackson that was amusingly gmced with \  
expressive caiyed bears' I was ready to purchase one r- until I Teamed the price! V

î ... r- x  .* # *
In late April, the residents o f OldDominiop Open up their gardens and homes to the 
public and it is Splendid (even for those ofi*j> who dbnsid&r gardening a spectator sport).
W e started in Charlottesville, worked.our way up to Fauquier County (horse country), \  
through gracious Richmond neighborhoods and then out to the Chesapeake Bay. W e 
took a side trip to rural, southern Maryland to  rediscover my grandparents’ home in tiny 
Tall Timbers on the Potomac Rivèr. Everyone still refers to the house by my grand- 
father's name; the old comer store hadn't changea a whit, and, at nearby Patuxent Naval 
Air Base; a bartender at a little restaurant, affectionately known as the "O' Club outside 
the gate," remembered m ycivilian grandfather as "thé top dog at the base." They say you 
can't go home, but the trip was a memorable treat.
* • i j  , y - .t  ' f  , * ,

Jerry left the corporate world, in February to join the supposedly leisure ranks o f small 
business. Yes, as I roll out at 6 a.m. to shower and^Woosh out the door, Jerry, propped 
up in bed, gives a wave, laptop in lap^and tapping away. He now has three employees 
and 26 independent contractors tp manage, and opportunity to streamline,and improve 
operations. I f the cash flow  flow s, he hopes to buy another small business at thé end o f  
2003 "and do it again!" :

* ' - . p- .

I completed my seventh year at Cargill, tire longest, single tenure in my 22 years in the 
working world. Our company seems to be moving dountercyclically to everyone else — we 
missed the party in the late 90s and are enjoying better times o f late. Having inherited

* financial communications abouffive years ago, it has now become my full-time endeavor. 
That has brought a luxury o f focus to my days, which are still long and ever-challenging. 4 ,

&

Hà

W e wish you a happy and healthy new year.
, C ’ t C, X . * v y *. f ■ . .v
Lisa and Jerry * V ,
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Happy Holidays!

Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukah, and Efficient Festivus! We hope you've had a great year. 
This year has found us crossing the country, running more miles than our little legs ought to 
carry us, getting hitched, and f  inally, miraculously, ending up in the same state.

Travis spent the first half of the year finishing his dissertation and landing a job as not just a 
professor of physics, but the entire Department of physics a t Marlboro College here in 
Vermont. (Jim, the former Physics professor, became the Department of computer science.) 
Travis has yet to hold a physics faculty meeting with himself, but did manage to give himself 
permission to attend a conference.

Dear Friends,

Sarah continued her dissertation work, audio-taping mediations between juvenile offenders and 
their victims and conducting experiments involving freshmen roommates, close quarters, and 
provoked arguments. (If the dissertation were about creating  conflict, she'd be done by now!) 
She also continued her research with the Oregon Youth Authority and presented her first 
professional paper a t a conference in New Orleans.

Spring found us training for a marathon that we goaded each 
something like this:

Sarah's friend: "Hey I  read about this marathon in 
Oregon."
Sarah: “Okay. Let's run it."
Sarah's friend: "Uh.... I  never said..."
Sarah: "Travis, are you man enough to join us?"
Travis: “Uh...")

other into running. ( I t went

We all did run it, and did finish, only a little worse for wear. (We sorta forgot that while the 
Columbia Gorge does have great views, it also has 30 mph headwinds.)

In July, we drove a bright yellow Penske truck across the country to our new home in Brattleboro, 
VT, a carriage house attached to a large 19th century barn. The trip was fun but we hadn't quite 
mastered the feat of living in the same sta te  yet, so Sarah returned home to Eugene a week later. 
Travis stayed in Vermont to get ready for classes and learn the intricacies of “soda," foot-hill-sized 
mountains and wrongly-shaped butter.



Sarah didn't shave her head this year - in fact she grew her hair out for the wedding. (She had 
promised to grow it out until the wedding upon shaving it last year. True to her word, she didn't 
chop it off again until two days a fte r the wedding). We got married outside a t a lodge on the 
Olympic Peninsula in August. The festivities included a trip to Safeco field beforehand, a beautiful 
rehearsal dinner, ceremony and reception (thanks to our families and friends) and a very happy 
bride and groom. We found out later the site was used as the set for Twin Peaks, but luckily no Log 
Ladies, Men from Other Places, or Laura Palmers washed up at our wedding. (For those of you who 
are not Twin Peaks fans, ignore this obscure reference.)

Not to be outdone by his little brother, Jason (Travis's older brother) and Trinh got married in 
September. Travis came back to best man (you can verb that, right?) the event and accompany 
Buster (our cat) back to Vermont on his first plane trip (Buster's, tha t is). Apart again, Travis took 
an immersion course in physics education this fall while Sarah spent very long days back in Eugene 
transcribing her tapes, running mediations, transcribing, hounding research assistants, transcribing, 
locking roommates into small rooms, transcribing, working two jobs, oh and did I  mention 
transcribing? I t  was like an entire month of those three days during finals week when you have 
four finals scheduled and an entire semester of work to catch up on. But the end result was being 
able to take off for Vermont in October to finish dissertation work from here.

Sarah and her mom packed up Buzz (her car) with as much stu ff as a Honda Civic can conceivably 
carry (plus two or three boxes more) and set off cross-country. With quite a bit of persuading, we 
made it over the Rockies (brilliantly choosing the highest pass possible, in Vail, to cross), and with 
quite a bit of searching, found a Starbucks in every s ta te  except Utah. Sarah dropped her mom in 
St. Louis and finished the trip to Brattleboro, only to have her transmission die five minutes a fte r 
arriving in town. Not bad timing, all things considered. Not that there's ever a good time to have 
your transmission fall out.... but we digress. We think it was contagious because Travis's car died 
soon after. No worries - Sarah got a free  brand new transmission thanks to the "repair" they did in 
Eugene that caused the problem, and Travis is hungrily eying a brand new WRX. (News flash: he's 
now eyeing it from behind the wheel.)

Now we're enjoying the holiday season, the snow, and most of all, the luxury of living in not only the 
same state, but the same house!

Sarah and Travis Nelson-Norsen-Nelsorsen-son
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"Stardust Everywhere South of The Dalles"
(T he D a lles, O regon)

Sometimes while driving, the beauty of a .landscape envelops you. Your 
eyes are not big enough to take it all in. You want to stop, but there is no 
place to pull over. Such an area is found in the Tygh Valley south of The 
Dalles. "I must come back here ” you say.

— Paul Alan Bennett

Paul Alan Bennett is a nationally recognized, award-winning painter — 
often inspired by familiar landscapes and personal experiences. The artist maintains 

a studio in beautiful Sisters, Oregon, where he lives with his wife and son.

© Paul Alan Bennett 
Watercolor /  "Oregon Series'

P.O. Box 1301 
Sisters, Oregon 97759

www.pbennett.net
PB102

http://www.pbennett.net

