Over all the mountaintops is peace.

In all the treetops you perceive scarcely a breath.
The birds in theforest are silent.

Wait, then;

soonyou, too, will have peace.

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
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W ith D eepest Sympathy



© Jim Brandenburg
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William Caslon’'sfirsttype-specimen sheet
was produced in 1734 at his foundry on London’s
Ironmonger Row. The very British type style bearing
his name quickly became popular even in the American
colonies, where itwas used to set the first printed
versions of the Declaration of Independence. Caslon 471
isaturn-of-the-twentieth-century revival developed
by the American Type Founders company.
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An important, dynamic voice in lit-
erature about Montana and the Ameri-
can West was stilled last week with
the death of Ivan Doig at age 75.

Doig, a Montana native, wrote 16
books — many of them historical nov-
els set in Montana.

Many readers aré familiar with the
exploits of Doig’s iconic McCaskill
family that run through many of his
novels.

Through the McCaskills and many
other characters, Doig brought an inci-
sive, creative view|jo Montana history.

“I'm drawn to write about the past,

I guess, because it seems to be such a
part of our bloodstreams,” Doig told
the Inter Lake in 1999. “I do think the
past really counts in people’s lives.”

His writing about the past earned
him widespread popularity.

Australian author Thomas Keneally
described Doig as “one of the great
American voices, full of grace, abound-
ing in humanity, easeful in narration,

Letters to
the editor

Questions about
the revision of
the forest plan

Having participated
in the preparationimd
review of the original
Environmental Impact
Statement and the
Flathead National
Forest plan of 1986,1
attended the March 17
open house to see what
changes were proposed.

I was not surprised to
see that most of the for-
est (with the exception
of Tally Lake District *
and the “Island Unit”)
was either proposed as
new wilderness, wild
and scenic creeks, or
some other “look, but
don’t touch” recre-
ational area. This plan
is supposed K

OPINION

Doig spoke to and for Montana

Inter Lake editorial

hypnotic in pace, grand ill range.”
He will be missed, but he will also
be read for years to come.

Farewell, Gov. Babcock

Another giant figure from Montana’s
landscape also left us recently.

Former Montana Gov. Tim Babcock
was notable for rising up from his
farm childhood in Eastern Montana to
becoming a leading figure in politics
during the tumultuous 1960s. Along
the way, he also served his country by
serving in the U.S. Army Infantry in
World War I1.

Babcock was elected lieutenant
governor on a ticket with Gov. Don
Nutter, and when Nutter perished
in a plane crash in 1962, Babcock
helped heal Montana’s wounds with

his level-headed leadership. He was
later re-elected to a full term, but
failed in his bid for a seat in the
U.S. Senate.

Ih his later life, Babcock was “Mr.
Republican” in statewide politics,
attending every national GOP presi-
dential convention for 60 years. His
longtime wife, Betty, brought her own
special touch to Republican politics
as well as well, having herself been a
state legislator and serving as a del-
egate to the state Constitutional Con-
vention.

There were some hard times as well,
especially hisl ill-fated associated with
industrialist Armand Hammer, which
led to a conviction on a campaign
finance violation that occurred in
Richard Nixon’s 1972 re-election cam-
paign.

Nonetheless, Tim Babcock was the
reed deal. As Gov. Steve Bullock noted,
“He was a pillar of politics in Mon-
tana” and he “will be missed.”
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)istrict Court. He is
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70 men took money
iorthwest Drug Task
ent during a Janu-  f
lercover deal. They
led to flee in a car that
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Landwehr was driving.

The undercover agent had
made plans to meet Jacob
Sauls in Evergreen to purchase
methamphetamine. While mak-
ing thé deal in the agent’s car,
Sauls allegedly took the money
and reached at his waistband,
where he had a handgun.
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Sauls and another man got
into the car with Landwehr
and drove away. Agents pulled
them over and found the mon-
ey on the floor of the car.

Landwehr reached a plea
agreement this month that
would give him a 10-year sus-
pended sentence.
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[d Columbia Falls battle a structure fire about 11 miles south of the Canadian border on
tructure was a complete loss, but firefighters and neighbors were able to stop the fire from
‘as Ns neighbor’s home. (Chris Peterson/Hungry Horse News)

building, Injures man

neighbors smelled smoke
lalerted him to the fire
It 1:30 p.m.
Lrnes suffered bums to a
las he tried to put the fire
tince the structure was
this home.
apparently didn’t have
on.
neighbor called the Flat-
Jounty Sheriffs Office
irted fighting the fire in
itened

Both Blankenship and
Columbia Falls firefighters
responded to the scene and
were able to keep the fire from
spreading to Barnes’ home as
well as other homes, but the
outbuilding, along with about
10 cords of firewood, were a
complete loss.

Before it was stopped, the
fire covered about 3 acres.

.Blankenship is the closest
fire departmentji
about an
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filli
H H

VWM

Columbia Falls near the North
Fork Road

The ALERT helicopter
landed to transport Barnes to
the hospital for treatment, but
Barnes declined the flight and
said he would drive himself to
the hospital. Flight nurses did
dress his wounds.

A Border Patrolman was also
on the scene to help as well.

Glacier 'gHiN&L Park and
Flathc "
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Storm-drain project
begins on Monday

Construction crews are
preparing to break ground
on a storm drain project
in southwest Kalispell and
advise caution around the
work site.

The job includes the
installation of a 12-inch
storm drain and some ditch
grading along Darlington
Drive, Garden Way and
Bluestone Drive.

Downing Underground,
Inc.; the contractor for the
city project, said in a release
that the Work “creates a
dangerous environment for
those persons not related to
construction.”

Downing asks people to be
careful around work sites
and stay out of pipes, trench-
es and equipment.

According to Downing,
preliminary work,will begin
April 20 and construction
will start on April 27. The
project has a 30-day win-
dow.

Crews will hit Darling-
ton Drive first, followed by
Garden Way and then Blue-
stone Drive. Parking will be
restricted from8am.to 7 -
p.m. on active streets.

Trash and mail service
should continue, and home
access might be restricted
during pipe installation in
front of a property, accord-
ing to the contractor.

Questions can be directed
to Downing Underground at
892-0219.

Swan Lake boat
ramp back in action

The boat ramp at the
Swan Lake Day Use Site is
now open for public use.
Repairs to the damaged
ramp were completed on
Thursday.

Five damaged concrete
planks on the ramp’s upper
section were removed and
replaced. Damage to the
ramp was discovered last
week. Ice and wave action
over the winter moved the

lanks, making the ramp .
UnusabINfiFwyttiARhig.
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""The Palouse™-Steptoe, WA MS9727

© Sabatini's Photography * Lynnwood, WA - Photographer: Mike Sabatini - msabatini.com
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Asyou move through life, leave a wake ofkindness.

Margaret Hale

BOOKMARK BY STONEHENGE DESIGNS



D og Paddle

Pedernales Falls, Texas
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©MMIX Stonehenge Designs, Portland, Oregon
Photo by Jacqueline Jones
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ose we Love are never gar away,,

ey live in our hearts forever and altvays.
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i ve lives on within our hearts
and keeps a steady glow...

ATguides us on our daily path,
wherever we may go...
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It lights the way when times are dark
and reminds us every day
That our love lives on and on

in every single way.
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May you find comfort
in sweet and happy memories

that willforever remain

In[deepest sympatUtj
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“The Tree with the Lights in it”
pastel original by Diane Sylvain, P.O. Box 1046, Paonia CO 81428



