WESTERN MONTANA COLLEGE

OF THE
MONTANA UNIVERSITY SYSTEM

DILLON Apr, 7, 1982

Dear Ivan,

Time to be responding to yours of March 4, First about myself
as a CCC source, My thesis on the first year of the Corps, written in '34
and '35, was suggested by the late Prof, Paul Phillips, partly I think
because he foresaw a lack of on~scene studies, We saw it as being more
Poli Sci than History, Parts of it read like a bitter complaint about the
program, but the intention was to expose the propaganda that made up so
much of the publicity, official and otherwise,

As with so many New Deal set-ups, there was split control and
responsibilities, At the work sites, direction.was by concerned agencies
like USFS and Natl Park Service, (The 2 big ones around here, ) I guess
Reclamation had some, and Soil Conservation, Resettlement and various
forerunners of the BIM, (That dates from 1946,)

Military handled everything else: feeding, housing, medical,
transportation, finances, education, recreation and diseipline, This
was nearly 100% Army, but a few Navy medical officers got some exper-
ience too. (Occasionally a Navy officer would stop by the Commissary,
to be growled at by the Captain®s bulldog, who noticed the different
uni form, )

This arrangement fitted in with the multiple goals. Boys from
poor families would benefit from good care and would learn work skills;
conservation would be pushed by tree~planting; stream=bank erosion wuld
be checked; the parks would get new walks and parking lots at scenic
spots. There would be secondary benefits: contracts for supplies would
stimulate local business, while the purchase of vehicles and equipment
would help industry, The boys got $17 per mo., to send home, relieving
the welfare burden in cities,

From my brief service and extended observation, I came to dis-
trust multiple~purpose programs, A point of my thesis is that the Army
publicity stressed the gains in tree-pla nting, while the Forest Service
reported on the benefits to the boys., (They all gained weight, not too
rare among adolescents,) Each agency was conceding that, given their
share of the funds, they coilld have accomplished more without mingling
their activities, The boys could have been rehabilitated closer to home,
and the FS could have hired more effective workers,

My own hiteh was only from June to Nov.1933, but this put me in
right at the outset, and at the Ft, Missoula headwuarters, in the Quarter=
master Dept., We (that's along with a Captain, 2 Sgts and about 5 other
enrolees) supplied food to some 30 camps, using convoys from our central
warehouses for the non-perishables, and making contracts for spot deliwv-
ery of milk, fresh meat, baked stuff, I drove a typewriter 8 hrs a day,
original and 7 carbons, on orders, contracts, ration accounts, corresp.

Not a bad vantage point, as officers came in frequently on re=
lated business, always with some anecdotes about the troops. Also, a lot




of the early trains unloaded at the Fort®'s RR spur, so we saw the recruits
fresh from Buffalo and Joisy City, and heard their comments; got to know a
number,; as they lingered in the staging area, getting shots, drawing equip-
ment, or just waiting for field facilities to be ready.

At 22, with all my MA work done except the thesis, I was a bit older
than most enrollees, including the Commissary gang, The story of our being
recruited sheds some light., Regulations called for only welfare cases,
with a small quota of "local woodsmen" (that term had to come from the banks
of the Potomac; probably Eleanor R,) These were meant to be foremen on
the projects, but the concept was stretched to provide help at Headquarters
beyond what the 4th Inf, could provide, (Why couldn®t it have been the 7th
Cavalry? So I could have bragged,)

A Capt, who had been my ROTC rifle team coach was detailed to scare up
some clerks, he knowing the U, and Missoula scene, Said he was desperate,
as the eastern kids they had tried in the offices "couldn't draw a straight
line with a rler." They had other disabilities in the areas of typing,
accounting and mail-routing, Iike couldn't read, Rest of our crew was a
UM senior from Bonner=Milltown and 3 Msla, Hi dropouts from that area,
There were perhaps 25 other such "local woodspersons" staffing the other
CCC functions in the Fort offices.

Let me end my own barren chronicle and turn to a tabulationbf items
which may steer you toward something more useful,

1. As we watched several long passenger trains unloading the eastern
kids, we noticed that many stood staring at Lolo Peak, commonplace to us
but prominent on that skyline and obviously a novelty, I've been told by

flatlanders that a looming peak or range (not that Lolo does much looming)
seems scary, an unaccustomed shadow, something precarious and about to
topple this way,

2, On the platform, a series of fistfights erupted, probably long-
postponed grudges that had to wait till the train stopped, They seemed to
square off at any provocation, and no one interfered, We were surprised at
the frequency of knock-downs; most of us (Bonner and East Helena again) had
been in plenty of fights but weren't used to casual sackings, being trained
to stay on our feet no matter what, As time passed, some of our kids de-
liberately got into scraps with them, almost as boxing bouts rather than
fights., They reported that it was a shame to pick on most of them, no stam—
ina nor strength, and that the deckings had been genuine, But a few were
trained boxers, able to give the Bonner/Milltown delegation a batile, (The
E.H. member was too dignified and senior for fisticuffs, an early case of
having to deplore one's age., It looked like fun,)

edd

3. Several, at least more than one or two, wemg? to cry out when
stepping off the train, "Wheh's Custeh?" Can't account for this, even to
happen once, Unknowingly, they were quoting such greats as Gen, Terry and
Major Reno, both of whom asked that same question,




4, Partly because so few local boys went into the CCC, and partly
because it's so long ago, I don't personally know any right now, But by
inquiry T have located 2 prospects you may wish to contact or talk with,

First one is Stanley Larum, of Charlo , father of the Texas ed=-
itor who reviewed THOS with the one syllable, "Greati" Glen has told me
©f his Dad's being in the Cs, and assures me the old man is approachable
and would 1like to talk about it, But again, his service was in the first
years; and T don"t know if he went out on any fires,

Second, even more indirect, a cousin of a WMC colleague, who
worked as an instructor, for some time I think, in the camps, His name is
Willard Bruns (sic) of Philipsburg, He may have known a lot of C~boys.

~Will keep an ear out for other possibilities.

5 A tidbit which I think got left out of my thesis, In the 30's
the movie theaters used to stage "pal nights", when one 25¢ ticket would
admit bearer and one companion, Those same years, West Front Street Just
off Higgins Ave, accommodated the ladies known to frontier Jjournalists
as "soiled doves"., Seems their business was slow during the depression,
so they adopted "pal night" Monday thru Fri, especially aimed at the CCCs.,
Ticket was 50¢ and bring all: your friends, so the road to Missoula (then
5 miles from the Fort) saw a lot of evening traffic,

6. I think I know where to look for my thesis notes, and who knows
what there might be in that box? Also, having other reasons to look at
Mont, newspapers for the period, I'll watch for any gems which might
provide color or a clue agbout the situation, There should be a carbon
of my opus aroundc, and if it shows up, will send so you can look at
it at leisure rather than using up valuable scarce field=time,

7+ This story comes back to me~~- the eastern kid, on a fire, uses
his shovel to stun a 3=ft rattler, then carries it to his foreman, "Lookit
da green woimi"

8, Sorry I can't do much on the specific areas you asked about, I
slept out at the Fort only a few nights, always catching a ride in at
quitting time, and rising at 5 to hike back out and be on the job at 8,
Town offered tennis, even a chance to play City League baseball, much else,
Out in the camps, there was a lot of baseball (the hard, real kind),the
diamonds being in evidence at most locations. The newspapers will help
you on this, as I think they reported CCC sports, inc., boxing, basket-
ball ete, all winter,

Most camps fed real well, some using FS cooks, I think, At the

Fort we suffered from strdight army chow; a shortage of mess sgts led to
assignments of just anybody, T ate just noon meals there, but remember
one session when a cavalryman, with a specialty in mules, was in charge of
the mess, For a beverage, he used to pour bottles of flavoring extract
into a water dispenser, instead of using powdered fruit drink, Rest of
the meal was to match, so some of us took our plates to our bosses, and
we soon got a better set of cooks. I think we ate with repulation mess
gear minum trays with indentations: don't think we had mess kits,
with the snap 1lids, but I do have one in my possession, from somewhere...
Partly I*m mixed up with Navy boot camp, I guess.

More as it occurs to me, JTt%s now eve, of L4/7, temp is 18° Fy

six inches of recent snow, Y
qulb Cﬂ
gt o




17 April ‘82

Dear Stane—-~

Some lovely stuff in your letter on the CCC, I think I can
particularly use the scene of the fistfights breaking out when the
train stopse Thanks immensely for going to the trouble you did.

Will be back in touch. This is just a quick note, preparatory
to getting things off my desk before I go to Boise this next week,
to talk to a conference of Fnglish teachers. But I did want to say
thanks and to get this book back to you; got some good details out
of it, tooe

all best



Ly Mareh '8

Dear Stan--

Our last correspordence did indeed cross in the meil--the way the Postal
Service sometimes operates I guess we're lucky they didn't actually collide.

Thanks for repeating the Yap anecdote to me, and miximyigy clarifying my
mysterious note to myself, I read once of a joke played on an inveterate
note-jotter like me--a friend slipping into his pocket a nonsense note
reading something like "Juanita--lotel Roosevelt, 6 p.m.," and watching the
guy go half-crazy trying to remember what it meante Maybe I'm not quite

that badly off.

No, I wasn't aware of your CCC thesis--just knew of your own term in
the Carps-~but will look it up when I get to Missoula this summere I'm
finally out of the Alaska novel that has occupied me the past year and a
half, and thinking toward the Montana 1939 novel, and I believe a detail
I'd 1ike to have would be a CCC crew called onto a forest fire. Last summer
I found in the Gt. Falls Tribune several instances of that happening, in
the '3? fire seasono, Did you ever have that kind of experience? If you
did, I'd be glad to have any details you can provide--what did the CCC lads
do on the fireline, what kind of equipment were you given, what did you eat,
where'd you sleep, and so one

Even if you weren't called onto a fire, I could stand some everyday ;
stuff about camp life--what the meals were (and how good or bad they were),
how you were fed (cafeteria-style, i.e. chow line, or something else?), how
you were rousted out in the mornings (bugler?), did you have regular
celisthenics and/or athletics and if so, what sort. Also, anything about
any of the Fastern kids--non-westerners, that is-~you mey have encountered,
For instance, I was once on Air Force KP with a kid from Brooklyn who, when
told to cut the grapefruit in half for the morning mess, did so by slicing
them all down the core instead of across itj any tomfoolery of that sort,
and it needn't be just greenhorn Easterner, would interest mee

Well, enoughe Don't rush or inwonvenience yourself on any of this, I'll
be pecking away at 1939 background all springe Hope you 've wintered okaye
I was deep in the Alaska novel all the time, but did notice it's rained a
lot, Saw Mike Malone out here late last fall, but nobody else from the
Montare scenee By the way, I will get back to the Fred Carpenter book you
loaned me--as far as I've gore, the details have been good. o S

e



Dillon, Feb, 5, 1982

Dear Ivan,

Your card and my note to you must have met, about at
Spokane, Yours came a few minutes ago, and I'm gonna answer it
right now, It's so easy for things to slip out of sight under
something else, especially on my correspondence stack,

Probably at Helena I did tell that as a child of 10
or 11, our vacant-lot games of war did involve the Japs, not our
recent foes in Europe, We did pile up an ash dump into a redoubt
and crouched behind it on the east side, hurling our missiles toward
the Japs invading from the west, The US was badly at odds with them,
e. 1921, over our right to anchor a cable on the island of Yap, their
protectorate after W,War T,

Feeling must have been pretty strong, to have perked
down to us kids, serving in the Saturday-morning militia in the alleys
of East Helena, T think there was a general belief that war was pos-
sible, partly from strong anti-Oriental feeling all along the Coast,
over job competition, land-owning in California, and just plain racial
animosity., As I came to know later, Japan felt short-changed in the
treaties, and was defensive about the islands they did get, Based on
a lot of reading since, T have come to believe they were nearly ready
to jump us in 1923, when the Lord sent an earthquake to flatten Tokyo
and their war machine, Of course, we had to rush over with ship-loads
of equipment to help them rebuild and re-arm, so they were ready to
resume aggression in the '30s and attack us in 1941,

My own memories and impressions aren't the most reliable,
but have been suilt up by extensive reading in the back~files of papers
and magazines of the "twenties, such as the Iiterary Digest, the U,Si
News of that day. Strangely, WMC's library has long runs of the peri-
odicals of that time, thanks to some long=forgotten person who had them
bound all those years ago, When we are inspected by experts from Helena,
they tell us to clean out all that stale material and replace it with

1982 paperbacks, but we have always staved them off,

You're right about the weather-- the rest of the country
is having an old Smith River winter, We've missed most of it, but did
get =200 each of the past two nights, and have a little snow. I always
scan the weather list in the paper, thinking for each town of the people
I know there, so pause at Seattle for a minister at Renton, cousins
in S.Seattle, my Korean son (by sponsorship) and yourselves.

To the extent that T can be useful, will be flattered to
help with any insights from my memory or data from the files of WMC,

So feel free to plug into my think-tank, and we'll see what is on some

of the old tapes,
%mw&

@i’@z@
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15 May 82

Daar Stapies

The CCC clips are a help, You jJust knew you were saving
them for some reason, right? Thenks ismensely for passing
them slorg. Will credit you daly, in the far fubure when
this book gets itselfl dome.

Yes, my railbox can cope with the thesis. I'd be
grateful to see if, and will certainly rel %‘s:m}*ia@ you for
the pea%;a'e (and insurance, in case it goes astray and we'd
have to p! «@pcsm*" the one in Missoula as replacenent?).

411 is well but dame busy hare. Will get back to you

when the t,msi,s cones and I've delved into ite A1l best,
and again, my sppreciation.
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8 Feb, '8L

Dear Stane=

T guess I must be done with this latest book: I'm overcome with
the urge to clear its research apparatus out of my files and of f my
deske

~ So your CCC thesis is enclosed, alorg with my thanks for lsaning
it for so lorge I never did menage to do much with the CCC in this
book~~the damn menuscript had a 1ife of its own, persistently leading
me back to sheep ranching and small-town life, stuff I actually knowe-
except to have some crews working in my fictional mational forest, and
eventually some CCs in a forest fire crew. But it seems to me useful
just to have them there in the background.

My next shot at getting to Montana likely wi1ll be this fall, when
this booke-evidently titled FNGLISH CREEK--reaches the stores. Maybe
I1'11 finally menage to see you and Rex on your home ground. In the
meantime, I hope you're wintering olay.

best,



WESTERN MONTANA COLLEGE i ;
DILLON. MONTANA 59725 Feb. 14, '84

Dear Ivan,

A note to acknowledge receipt of the CCC stuff,
and also to say sincere thanks for the Christmas card. My
"take" of cards was slim this Christmas, probably deserved
for my own lack of energy in sendimg some out, but all that
came were much appreciated.

Also glad to learn that the new book is safely on
its way-- hope we can count on seeing you, maybe at an
autograph party.

My own attempts have foundered from poor health
and too easy distraction. I've sadly looked over my file of
unfinished projects-- one or two big things, lots of small
things, mostly just things. I should have acquired a "protege’
along the wgy, to be a literary heir and finish up what could
be salvaged. This windy and cold weather gives incentive to
stay in the house and do something productive. Maybe I'll
try that. 1In any case, will be glad to see you when back
this way. .

2y
(,J; Ly Ak ’




WESTERN MONTANA COLLEGE
DILLON. MONTANA 59725

June 19, 1981

Dear Ivan,

Herewith a sheet, on both sides, with my preliminary
thoughts on the matters of your current ilnterest. I'm sure I
can expand and improve on them, espeelally ifCGan have a session
at Helena when you can sharpen my aim a little.

I have errands in Helena to Jjustify a run over therse,
will plan on 25th, and will contact the Hist. Soe. on arriwval.
Not sure I can accept your offer of lunch, not having earned
more than a thin sandwich. And don't feel guilty about asking
me a few questions, as these are areas of interest to me and I
enjoy occasions to dig into them.

Will either show on the 25th or phone in, and you can
let me know if that isn't a convenient day for you.

Till then,

AL R
///éwx,/zcz LI




Notes on Grazing Ascsoeiations, ¢.1935240 - S. Davison

Usually involved sizeable areas of land leased from Forest
Service or later BLM, by an Association made up of ceveral
stockmen.

Dutiessr patrolling the area to check on:condition of the
animals; note signs of trespassers or predators and take
appropriate action; distribute salt.

Pay-- seasgonal contract, with pay by the month; a cabin supplied,
often on land owned by the Assoe. and used.as a winter ground,
also with holding pens. ' In contrast to the sheepherders who
had supplies brought to them during the work season, the rider
would remain based at his ecabin, near.enough to town for him 1o

make trips for his needs.¥® Part of his pay might be year ' round
occupancy of the cabin.

The rider probably would not own any of the stoek on the range.
He generally supplied his own horses, usually being an old guy
who had several and was glad of a chance and an excuse to use
them.

* Am trying to recall what kind of a vehiecle such men might be
using.. The pickup as we know it was in existence, but few of
them would be 0ld enough to have become available in the back
rows of used-ear lots.. I ean think of several ranch hands,
not necescsarily riders, around East Helena in those days, who
had rather ancient passenger cars, some with the back seetion
removed to make a de faeto pilckup; a platform perhaps to hold
sacks, bales, blocks of salt. My thinking may be running a

bit too early, like 1925-30, but in those years the cars would
not have been Model T's or A's, nor Chevs; more likely big eld
Studebakers, Buicks, Nashes & Hudsons that had all seen better
days but could still elimb mountains and seemed unbreakable.

Otherwise, my data thus far applies more to your target years,
and stems from loecal area of Big Hole, Horse Prairie, Grass-
hopper. Best potential informant is away from his place, but
I hope to nail him before long. No one has been able to say
what the cost would be, per animal, but hope to #find that out.

(See over for comment on late '39 and Peral Harbor.)




Thoughts on 1939

As early as 1933 (when I was in the CCC at Ft. Missoula and around
Army people) there was general belief that Hitler, then taking
power, would bring on a war to reverse the 1918 decision. 'He was
saying as much, out loud. We were all somewhat of the opinion
that the CCC was designed partly as a rchearsal for mobilization,
and I still believe that this was the best result that came out

of it. The slide into WWII was so gradual over those 6 years

that it seemed to be expected when it did erupt.

I had spent the summer of 1938 at U.of Wash. and 1939 in Seattle
on a Civ. Serviee job; was sent to a training session in Wash.DC
just as Hitler marched on Poland, and was there:into December.
For the first time there was a feeling that the Depresgsion was
over, and an atmosphere in the Capital of aditivty and exelite-
ment. The Peace and Neutrality people were in full retreat, and
we were starting to re-arm and even to mobilize.

After the initial flurry in Poland, that war stagnated, and all
eyes were on Russia vs. Finbnd, where our sympathies were with
the little underdog, awkward because Germany was backing the
Finns. But we still rooted for them.

In the 2 years -39 to -41, we switched to a near-war economy
and operated the draft. I doubt if the publie expected us to
get into it, but were willing to if necessary. The collapse of
France and Norway made it almost certain, before long.

Few were watching Japan, which probably encouraged them to pull
their rash stunt at Pearl Harbor. I was back in Missoula then,
running the Soc. Security Office for W. Nont When the news

came that Sunday, it was so skimpy we didn't reaet much; several
days later, the extent of our losses in people and ships began to
leak out, and everybody got mad: We'll wipe those little yellow
jerks offa the map before Christmas. About the time the details
of Manila, and the sinking of the British battleships, were known,
the mood reversed-- some defeatism, much pessimism, predictions
of a ten-year war with the outcome in doubt. This began to reverse
by Midway and the Coral Sea, and an intelligent confidence was
maintzined the rest of the way.

I was in the Navy by Feb. 1942, but can report on the few weeks
up to then. My own diary, and one kept by my Mother, reveal
little disruption of people's lives. b001al events went on,
pretty much business-as-usual even tho' the draft was taking
everybody (I was 31 and not fully recovered from polio, bUG no
matter), the car factories were stopping production, and ration-
ing was on. Officially, a lot of anti-Jap scare, such as the

maintenance people in the Fed. Bldg. nailing my transoms shut,
3nd boards over the windows of my office; don't know what that
was supposed to accomplish.




 Amoco drills in Oil Hills
v LIVINGSTON (AP) — Amoco Production Co., a

subsidiary of Standard Oil of Indiana, has begun drilling 1oNTANA COLLEGE
an exploratory well in an area north of Wilsall knownas ¢ 1

o1l Hills,

UNIVERSITY SYSTEM

Amoco geologist John Rakowski. Rakowski said the pjLLoN
- effort will cost the company between $1.5 and $2 million,
. even if tests prove the area is a “dry hole.” i ‘ June 4, 1981

Dear Ivan,

This is a hasty acknowledgment and partial answer to your
welcome letter of May 29-= hasty because I want to reach you before
you'd be leaving to head in this direction, and because I'm in a sort
of time bind for the next few days, By the middle of next week, saround
the 10th, I should be free for awhile from obligations at the College
and be back from a short business trip which will take me out of town
briefly,

Getting to your two concerns-- I know next to nothing about
range associations and their riders (except back in the time of Granville
Stuart and Teddy Roosevelt) but I've located a couple of old-timers
here who have worked at that, one especially who is around 80 after a
lifetime in that or related work, I den't know him well enough to be
sure of his co-operation, but mutual friends tell me that he is quite
approachable and both articulate and coherent, net always the case with
some of us old coots. Am pondering the strategy but hope to have a
visit with him next week. My first thought was to try te have you make
the contact, but I nete that you wish some preliminary infe before meeting
your similar man in Helena, so I'1l move shead, Also have a friend about
my own age (70) who has a background in ranches in the Big Hole and
Horse Prairie, and will prebably see him today or temorrow, (I have the
final meeting tonight with an extension class at Warm Springs, and must
turn their grades in before leaving town Saturday, but can see this
man today and find out how much he can-tell us,)

I can safely promise you some material on the impact of the
Pearl Harbor news, and the outbreak of Hitler's war, both on myself
and on the communities where I was living at the twe occasions, In
1939 I was in the precess of leaving my Seattle job with Railroad Re-
tirement Board and switching te Soc, Sec, office in Butte, which in-
volved a 2-mo training stint in Wash, D.C. I kept a sort of diary in
those years, will dig out the pettinent one from the jumble eof my
archives; alse family jeurnal kept by my mother., Together they sheuld
shed some light, and furnish me clues for further remembering; I*ll
plan on pondering those days while I drive to Warm Spgs. and back to-
night, By Deec, 1941 I was back in Missoula, at the Soc, Sec, office,
and will have those weeks covered by diaries too, Of course I do
remember a lot of things from then, but find that some en-the=spot
decumentation can help, Sometimes I remember things that never happened,

I spoke to Rex Myers about possibly needing his help on an
oral history interview (a specialty with him) but he is meving inte the
Divisioen chairmanship at WMC and is swamped with administratien duties,
almost no free time, For reaching me, my best address is home, 828
Seuth Pacific, 59725; phone is (406) 683-4448, At Helena, I think Bill
Lang can make his "hot line" avnilabf??ﬁfﬁgﬂgrgenerally can use one from
here to the Hist, Sec. However, I have several Helena.errands accum-
ulating, and should plan on a day eor two there later this month., Se
with all those possibilities, we should be able to Keep in contact and
I surely hope, get to meet on this project,

Till next time,

Ak 2,




WESTERN MONTANA COLLEGE

OF THE
MONTANA UNIVERSITY SYSTEM

DILLON

June 4, 1981

Dear Ivan,

This is a hasty acknowledgment and partial answer to your
welcome letter of May 29-= hasty because I want to reach you before
you'd be leaving to head in this direction, and because I'm in a sort
of time bind for the next few days. By the middle of next week, around
the 10th, I should be free for awhile from obligations at the College
and be back frem a short business trip which will take me out of towm
briefly.,

Getting to your two concerns-- I know next to nothing about
range associations and their riders (except back in the time of Granville
Stuart and Teddy Roosevelt) but I've located a couple of old-timers
here who have worked at that, one especially who is around 80 after a
lifetime in that or related work, I don®t know him well enough to be
sure of his co-~operation, but mutual friends tell me that he is quite
approachable and both articulate and coherent, not always the case with
some of us old coots. Am pondering the strategy but hope te have a
visit with him next week., My first thought was to try to have you make
the contact, but I nete that you wish some preliminary infe before meeting
your similar man in Helena, so I'1l move shead, Also have a friend about
my own age (70) who has a background in ranches in the Big Hole and
Horse Prairie, and will probably see him today or temorrew, (I have the
final meeting tonight with an extension class at Warm Springs, and must
turn their grades in before leaving town Saturday, but can see this
man today and find out how much he can tell us,)

I can safely promise you some material on the impact of the
Pearl Harbor news, and the outbreak of Hitler®s war, both on myself
and on the communities where I was living at the twe occasions. In
1939 I was in the precess of leaving my Seattle job with Railroad Re-
tirement Board and switching te Soc, Sec, office in Butte, which in-
volved a 2~-mo training stint in Wash, D.C. I kept a sort of diary in
those years, will dig out the pettinent ene from the jumble ef my
archives; alse family jeurnal kept by my mother, Together they sheould
shed some light, and furnish me clues for further remembering; I*1l
plan on pondering those days while I drive to Warm Spgs. and back to-
night, By Dee, 1941 I was back in Missoula, at the Soc, Sec, office,
and will have those weeks covered by diaries too, Of course I do
remember a lot of things from then, but find that some en-the-spot
decumentation can help, Sometimes I remember things that never happened,

I spoke to Rex Myers about possibly needing his help on an
oral history interview (a specialty with him) but he is meving into the
Divisioen chairmanship at WMC and is swamped with administratien duties,
almost no free ‘time., For reaching me, my best address is home, 828
South Pacific, 59725; phone is (406) 683-4448, At Helena, I think Bill
Lang can make his "hot line" availabIET”whéﬂT-generally can use ene from
here to the Hist, Sec. However, I have several Helena.errands accum-
ulating, and sheuld plan on a day or two there later this month. So
with all those possibilities, we ‘should be able %o ¥eep in contact and
I surely hope, get to meet on this project,

Till next time,

Al 0,




11 June '81

Dear Stanley=-

Thanks for the letter, and for the effort you're going to.
I hope it's not an inconvenient amount of effort, in factj please
don't stint your own work on my account, or I'll be _chagrined.

I intend to be working at the Historical Society in Helena
on the mornirgs of June 2L, 25, and 263 maybe in the afternoons .
as well, although.more likely I'll be out seeing people. If we
happen to coincide in Helena any of those days, I'll happily buy
you lunch, If we don't, I'll try get in touch with you by phore,
Carol and I will be staying with Bill Lang the first two of those
days--and the early part of that week, Mike Malone will know our
whereabouts in Bozeman, if you need to get in touch with me before
I try you. Okay? Looking forward to telking with you, one way or
anothers And many thanks,

f best




WESTERN MONTANA COLLEGE
OF THE
MONTANA UNIVERSITY SYSTEM

DILLON
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Ity Sulp

Jan, 19, 1981

Dear Dr. Dvig,

The above may be the shortest review of THoS, but
it's real, clipped in its entirety from a Christmas card, It's from
a perceptive young friend who edits the Pioneer at Fort Stockton, TX,.
His background is Malta, Charlo and WM College,

I appreciated your card after the Billings meeting;
I had hoped to stop by for a handshake, but no suitable time developed,
I did enjoy being in the audience.

Somewhere back in middle years, I made a list of
things to do or to avoid in old age, based on my observation of the
irritating traits of my elders., The list got mislgaid for a few
decades, but surfaced awhile ago, First item on it was to refrain
from making lists and mislaying them, Second point was to remember
that one's counsel and even their presence may not be welcome at all
times and to all people. I do know that the elderly can be tiresome,
So I often hang back to avoid intruding, unless an excuse occurs'to me,
This time, it's the one~line review above: "oreat",

Also, as your interest turns toward Montana, T
would be glad to volunteer a hand if you should need a quick check on
a name or date or such-like., Besides my own collection of books and
notes, I have access to Western's reference room, with much more,

Sincerely, and with every good wish,

Dear Stenley—- “
The Christimgs card revie#,; &5 you recogn Y
I can gver get. Thanks for trowling i« are71A gﬁ
denver 1 pull my head osut of bhe ¥ 13 %t3ﬁ1f°fga%§sgn,ﬂ
these days--not all that of ten, unlorturalelye-. reiing i;i,,;*'—"!’!-:,t.«t
that the next book is to be a Houtana novel, and Carsl and l‘
intend & sumer journey to Montana as a start toward that worke.
I hope we'll get to Dillen, ard say hello to you, acr:yfamm
during that excursion. I greatly appreciate your ofier f.f
share lore, and you'll likely f£ind yourselfl taken up on Ib.

Until then, all best regards.







former director, Monséna
his'l soc.; now history prof.
WESTERN MONTANA COLLEGE

DILLON, MONTANA 59725
October 27, 1980
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MINERAL SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY AT BUTTE, WESTERN MONTANA COLLEGE AT DILLON, EASTERN MONTANA COLLEGE AT BILLINGS AND NORTHERN
MONTANA COLLEGE AT HAVRE.




WESTERN MONTANA COLLEGE

OF THE
MONTANA UNIVERSITY SYSTEM

DILLON

Oct. 14, 1980

Dear Dr, Doig,

Only rarely do T write a fan letter, but that is
about what this is, so if you don't read Them i ik e But myself
having written little and published less, it has always been a bit
gratifying to get a response from an appreciative reader, and
especially as in this case, where no reply is expected,

This past summer, my semi-retirement was punctured by
an invitation to give a course called "Montana Authors", in response
to interest expressed by several graduate students, It turned out to
be a small but dedicated seminar group, providing the most enjoyable
teaching experience in my career. True to our title, we concentrated
more on the writers than on on their style or technique; this group of
teachers were plainly curious as to why certain people become writers,
I think they were thinking of Mrs, Tidyman, and wondering if they
might be overlooking the occasional student who had the potential to
amount to something,

So my class turned often to the question, why do some
people feel an urge to write, and what is it that distinguishes the
few who succeed? Is there something about them which can be recognized
early by teachers and parents? A lady from Butte had become interested
in the novels of Myron Brinie, who seems to have been fairly popular in

the 'twenties-thirties, writing on Butte themes, She learned that he

is still alive, a very old man living somewhat secluded in New York City.
He responded to her letter, including her question about how he happened
to become a novelist, coming from a family with no literary background
and growing up in a community not noted for its encouragement of
scholars, The best answer he could give was that he had always thought
of himself as looking at life differently than others, That wasn't

much help, yet I think he was correct,

Having known literally thousands of people, in a lifetime
covering years of teaching, several government Jjobs, a wartime Navy hitch,
college at Missoula, Sgattle and Berkeley, playing and coaching Legion
baseball-~ I'm convinced that only a handfull would ever have been able
to write a novel, or a play, or a poem or a thoughtful essay, and least
of all, a significant autobiography. The thing that is lacking is simply
awareness, of the people and things around them, and of their own reac-
tions to such surroundings, In 1978 T attended my class' 50- yr, reunion
at Helena High, Most of the sixty or so engaged in bragging about their
grandchildren, smugly boasting of their careers, or at best chatting
about their retirement hobbies. A few of us got more fun out of remem=
bering, recalling names and incidents, teachers and classmates, I would
contend that the majority had hardly been aware of what was going on
around them 50 years earlier, or much since,




Looking back over the preceding paragraph reminds me of
a conversation I had many years ago with another graduate student.
We were agreeing about our superiority over most of our associates,
when he broke in to wonder, if we're so smart, how come we're so
damned poor? He went on to become a District Judge, so our opinions
were at least partly redeemed.,

But let me touch up my idea Jjust a bit more., All the
classmates you ever had, and fellow-workers, who have never written a
book about the life thay aeemed to be sharing with you-- they weren't
really sharing it at all., So many people seem to be moving about in a
dream, or worse, as if stunned, Barely remembering a parent whom they
may have lost early, no recollection of early school or vacation trips,
no memory of bits of conversation, no appreciation of unusual people
met along the way., I've heard so many individuals trying to tell some-
thing of their pasts, maybe for the benefit of their children: we used
to live near Havre, then I went to school in Great Falls and got a job
there but I don't remember much about it., Well, enough of that.

When I learned that you were taking part in the con-
vention at Billings, I obtained your address from the Historical Society,
so you have them to thank for this intrusion on your time. If weather
and health permit, I plan to attend from Friday noon, and am looking
forward to your sessions.

I promised a fan letter, so let me add that part, by
thanking you for an account which brought hours of enjoyable reading

and pleasant contemplation., I feel more confirmed and re-inforced in
my feeling for the part of the world where we both grew up, And I
must quote the lady in the class who said she had never before read an
autobiography which led her to like the person who wrote it.

Sincerely,

it /] .
/// Z¢ - f J/éf“ PpADop

Stanley R. Davison
Emeritus Prof,., of History
18 Mnve 120

B i SO -

‘LRQmﬂaar,f““'fg%tarstv ;
Conference in Dillon, but they {idn't-- ¢ ;
Rex Heyars, so dzr«n"' strike put on Pillen pa& la
altogsther, 1 Very mich gpprecisted your letter about
House of Skyes I iﬂtm\d more writirg about Montam , alter
& coastal novel 1'm at work on now. f«er’rmm our paths
will oross as I cose to the state for research now snd
againe In any avmt, it's quite moving to me that the
influsice of frances Tidymen goes on.

all the best




WESTERN MONTANA COLLEGE
DILLON. MONTANA 59725

Apr, 18, '85

Dear Ivan,

I was half-way through a real letter, determined to get it to you
by the weekend, then ran into all kinds of interruptions, so will substitute
this note. Nothing of an emergency, except being so slow in replying to ydurs
of 3rd. So I want to acknowledge it, promise to have a full-length response
on its way in a few days.

Also, owe you a receipt for card back at Christmas, which was much
appreciated. Then you invited me to send a few columns from local paper, will
grab a recent one and inclose it.

Mail dispatch goes out in a few minutes, hence al 1 the rush,

Till an early next time,




Dillon May 19, *'85

Dear Ivan,

Before filing any additional resumes on my claims as an
authority on the Homestead Era, maybe I should get a ballpark idea
of the years involved, After I wrote, it occurred to me that my best
coverage would be near the endy, if not after the real homestead time.
But a let of the benchland around E.Helena, and even some of the
valley, was still occupied by survivers of the boom times into the
years I can remember, 3

But by then, €,1919, rural 1ife had already been much changed
by the arrival of the automobble, Even that early, most farmers had
a car of some kind, usually but not always a Model T, Trucks were
not nearly as common, so horses were still used for most hauling,
The first pickups I can recall were used in town, by grocery stores,
bakeries, service shops and such, When farm trucks did become more
numerous, they were likely to be re-makes of old passenger cars,
(usually big ones like Buicks, Studebakers) with back sections re=
moved and home=made wooden cargo boxes stuck en,

Also, in my time, agriculture had been greatly affected by
World War I, chiefly by the emphasis on wheatsgrowing, and the ex-
pansion of tillage into original grazing land, It might be said that
a lot of ranchers had become farmers, just recently, and the adjusts=
ments were not complete,

il One thing that lingered from the beginnings would be the
buildings, Except for the most prosperous, the house would still be
the original one, built onto, and extended, but with its ancestry
as a shack or cabin still visible, The same applied to outbuildings,
where primitive sheds and pens still existed slong with modern barns
and shelters for machinery. Much depended on how near the place was
to available wood for building, Where timber was near, old buildings
were more likely to be replaced, with the scrap wood used for fuel,
Further out on the prairies, structures were kept longer, often
serving as the core of an enlarged one, and if tom: down, the material
was used one way or another, for censtruction or repairs, te the last
board foot,

My own schedule, %Qﬂhn§qappears un=encumbered; so if you
: do find eneugh errands to bring you this way, I*1l be glad to visit
Dear 3tan-- 4p whatever time you havg);yailgblgzv But+again, I hope not to have
This 15 2 GHvertised more than 5‘,’ can ‘deliver on early.days in 01d Montana,
homastead ara T'm i ast ad :n.” ")fL*{Q‘ff gt ir i
really at least two eras, huh? My mein charac
up lapd in 1890, bub hhny’if.iﬁa ﬁtanfiliﬁrimu*u»ﬁif;%
aters, durlng the homestead bDoom LOAU®, . AR LI
iggktzraésitinn from horses to autes; in fsct, your

mtuwé -l
a lot of good stuff for me. Anything about how peop o ”24?N\
there at the tag end of WI (or before) is grigt for me. teé?% 20O
As to the other topic I mentioned to ymg, mtﬁmx -
Bx novel , they can be .
istics for my centemnisl ’ e gl by s 4

ing about the state and its irmot 05e

pretty much can stand o hear am
bast--will be in touche
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Dear Stan--Your westher colum
was terrific. Send a few more
of your favorites, would you?

English Creek has been ny best
selier yet, and reviews (except
Missoulian's}) have beon dandy.
First full week in Jan., I start
on the homesteader novel.

If we possibly can, Carol and I
hope to sperd some leisurely time
in Montans, come summer, We'd
like to see some of the “Yilion
country; will alert you if we're

on owr way. Sesnwhile, ouwr best
wishes for '05--and do more
writing of your own, demedtl




828 S. Pacific 59725 Apr., 21, 185

m ESTERN MONTANA COLLEGE or THE MONTANA UNIVERSITY SYSTEM

Dear TIvan,

Sunday morning seems a good time to write the letter I promised
the other day.

Thanks for the info on Myron Brinig. Sort of an old story there--
a few summers ago, in my Mont. Autibrs class at WMC, we noted H.G.
Merriam's praise of B. in Burlingame & Toole. A student from Butte, a Mrs.
Rice, knew the neighborhood where he had lived and became interested. On
Ber own, she tracked and back-tracked, located the old man in NY, got into
correspondence with him, all in time to share with our class. He was
gracious about being remembered, having lived in obscurity so long, seem-
ingly forgotten. Mrs. Rice gave some publicity to the matter, I think
including a story on B. in the Butte paper!s Sunday supplement.

This must have given the UM prof. the clue, as he re-traced some
of her steps, and proclaimed that it was he who had found B., and had
restored interest in him and his writings, Mrs. Rice would be justified
in feeling annoyed, as I tend to be too. A few years back, someone pub-
lished a finding that in a ranking of dis-honorable professions, college
profs. are surpassed only by protestant ministers. Neverthedess, I am
grateful for your tip on the additional work about B., altho! I don't have
plans for my own work in that area.

Your own project to collect some Montana lore naturally attracts
my interest, but I have one big handicap. Most of my life has been spent
in a sort of gquadrangle with corners at E.Helena, Msla., Hamilton and
Dillon, with only brief excursions to the East Coast, ®alifornia, Seattle
and the Solomon Islands. So I have little means of judging what is unique
around here; much that seems routine and normal may really be quite
regional, provincial, quaint, and even scary. There is a story of a little
green pea, still in its pod, who had no way to know that the rest of the
world was not green. However, I'm starting a list of ifwms that seem
similar to the samples you furnished, and will have some of them ready
before long. Having my awareness stimulated should be good for the brain.

Time outside the Northern Rockies has supplied a related kind
of insights-- the pre-formed impressions and expectations of people in
other areas when meeting a Montanan. I recall comments and questions in
that connection, in the Navy, U€ at Berkeley, Wash.D.C., Boston, Seoul,
even around Puget Sound. Maybe some of these can be turned around to
yield what you have in mind. Will come up with some possibilities by
the time of, or before, your visit to MT.

Altho!' you didn't solicit any bits about the book currently in
production, I might have some material which coyld be put to use. Able to
remember back to ¢,1916, and having known lots of oldsters whose years ran
from c.1860 to my own time, I was at least exposed to a lot of info about
how things were. I have Gold Rush ancestors on the paternal side, and
Scotch-Irish immigrants (1888) on my mother's, and as a child heard their
reminiscences.

Really happy at the award from Cowboy Hald of Fame, which I re-
gard as a genuine outfit. Those people can recognize real presentations of
our West, whether in words, pictures or other. Can't say as much for the
reviewer in Missoulian, nor for Harrison Lane. Would like to argue with
both, on points where tney seemed least happy.

You asked how I've wintered-- as local ranchers say, I madeit

through to grass. Glad you both did, too.

DILLON




Dear Stane=-

3

I don't know what in the hell I was thinking of , or not thinking of,
in overlooking ‘you as a sowrce on this homestead novel . Must have you
pegged in my mind as an East *elena city slicker, huh? Anyway, yes,
I'd much like to talk to you on the homestead era, as well as the
stuff I've been writing you about. Let me try figure out a day, maybe
in the last week of June, when I can get to Dillon. This'll take a
while to become definite, as there's a yet-to-be-determined day of that
week that I have to be in Missoula. But I'll get in touch with you
as soon as the sbhedule clarifies itself,

I think your mentl on of what people outside of Montana expected
a Montanan to be is very much the kind of thing I'm af ter for my
centennial novel. Will be plad to hear whatever tales you have on that.

This is just a guick line-~I'm trying to get underway on the
homesteaders again todsy, aftér 2 weeks away from them. But I did want
to say you're thinking along valuable lines for mej so keep thinking,

okay ?

best regards




R\}W ESTERN MONTANA COLLEGE oF THE MONTANA UNIVERSITY SYSTEM

January 2, 1985

Ivan Doig
17021 Tenth Ave, N.W.
Seattle, Washington 98177

Dear Ivan:

My delay in writing to thank you for the copy of ENGLISH CREEK comes not

from a lack of gratitude, but from a personal commitment to have the book
read before I wrote. This "deaning" is much like hard work and has taken
more of my reading time than I care to admit. Top of the list of good things
to do during Christmas vacation was get back to reading and ENGLISH CREEK
topped that list.

Sooooo, first —-— thanks; next -- congratulations for a community well crafted
and people well met. Isak's role fit well and it was a pleasure to encounter
him like meeting a previous acquaintance on the street and to share his story
briefly again. You presentation at the Montana History Conference had the
same impact —- the feeling that I'd visited Gros Ventre before, wandering

its streets with a visual image doubly wrought. Two scenes stand out with
particular clarity as I think back on the story. The first is the Fourth

of July picnic, enriched by similar events I've attended, including the July
4, 1976 shindig at Townsend, where I was the key speaker. The other event
Now clear in my mind is the forest fire; enhanced, perhaps, by my personal
experiences as a National Guard cook, but vivid on their own through the
narrative. I hope the book does well for you and that the next two fit
together with ease.

Everything you have heard or read about Montana's winter to date is true,
except for the Deaverhead. Our temepratures have stayed mild and if had
not been for a strong snow effort mid-December, Christmas would not have
been white. My family is in Denver visiting relatives, so I have had the
time and solitude to read and cross country ski —- the latter best done in
the Helena area. I did a wonderful 10 mile trek yesterday with friends and
then stayed in Helena to wash UW take the Orange Bowl. Today in Dillon
promises to be a little slow for lack of sleep, but well worth it.

Best wishes for the coming year, and by all means plan to use our spare room
as headquarters if you're going to wander this country in 1985.

Sincerely yours,

DILLON




3 April '8

Dear Stane-

Carol and I made a quick trip to Missoula last week, and I heard
a bit of information I wanted to pass along to yous You men tioned once
your interest in Myron Brynig (?)my spelling is unsure here), the Butte
author. A friend of mine in the UM dept. of Fnglish says Farl Ganz of
that faculty is also interested in Brynig's work, and indeed interviewed
him in New York not too meny years ago. If you're going to write anything
about him, I shought you should know the existence of those tapes in
Missoula.

I've been intending too to seek suggestions from you on another
topic. I'm at work now on my homesteader novel, about Jick's grandfather
coming from Scotland, but am also trying to think ahead to the third
novel of the trilogy, which will return to Jick and take place during
Montana's cenetennial celebrations of 1989, What L want to try in that
centennial novel is to mention some of Montana's smaller and pungent
historical distinctions. The white crosses that mark highwgy fatalities,
for instance., -Maybe the pickup and cars clustered at a roadhead where
kids have come from several ranches to catch the schoolbus. The number
of bars named The Stockman or The Mint. The propensity for North Dakota
jokes. In short, little cultural or histoarical glitters that catch the
eye and tell a person, yeah, you're in Montana now. What I've wanted to
ask you is any candidates you might have for this list; any distinctions,
oddities, quirks, habits that seem particularly Montanan to youe I'd
like to load that centennial book up with a feel of the state, as you
mentioned the feel of the country you got from English Creek: any nominees?

I hope you've wintered well, We had our longest coldest one in the
20 years we've been on Puget Sound. Missmla looked yearnful for spring,
too. But all is well with us. English Creek has just won the Western
Heritage Award as best work of £iction in 190L, from the Cowboy Hall of
Fame in Oklahoma City, so I'm gratified by that,

all best wishes
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General'Correépondence
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Stan Davison 1956-1982 e
Davison to Alex Blewett July 26,1965

N

Stan Davison to Bob Gilluly =Feb. 17,1968

George Bruffey from James George Feb. 11,1897 .

.Bob Gilluly 1967, 1968

~Bertie Lord from Frank Dooley 1952

Bertie lLord from Sears, Roebuck & Co.
Bessie K. Monroe .- 1955, 1956
Miscellaneous 1898, 1919

Speeches and Writines

10
11
15

The Fur Trade
lewis & Clark in Northwestern Montana
Missions ;

Subﬁect Files

ey
g
15
16
17
18
19
20
211
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
311
‘32
B33
Wetzsteon
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41

lst National Bank, Letters & Papers, Davison & Harry
Bessie K. Monroe, Battle of the Big Hole

-:Bertie :Lord, B. lord's Diary 1886—1889

Bertie Lord, E. Lord's Diary 1882
Bertie Lord, E. Lord's Diary 1891-1899
Bertie Lord, Bertie Lord S

-.Bertie .lLord, The Story of Bertie Lord

Bertie lord,*Bill -of Sale, Hertbert Lord & Stan Davison
Bertie Lord, Got his first Camera 1889 i
Bertie Lord, Names of Creeks

iiBertde Lordy Edrly -Recollections

Bertie Lord, Envelopes from Fur Companies

Bertie lord, 1st Election Upper Bitter Root

Bertie Lord, Records of :<Fur Sales 1886-1927

Bertie Lord, Records of Fur Sales 1929-1947

Bertie Lord, Fur Tags & Regulations

Bertie lord, lLord items left with Bill Lang 7/13/82
Bertie lord, Map NEsE : :
Bertie Lord, Development of Medicine Hot Springs

Bertie Lord, The Medicine Tree ' :
Bertie Lord, Early History of Ross Hole, . by Mrs. ‘Jake

Bertie Lord, Clippings-Birthday Salute July 17, 1958
Guido Ilges, A Twinkling Star of Success
Post Office, Tentative Sketch 1865-1870

: Post Office, Complaints on VC Mail, 1866
. Post Office, Bannack Mail 1863 :

Post Office, Stagé Coach

~ Post Office, VC Chronology

Post Office, Stage Coach Era 1863—1875‘




CllQQ gs

1 - 42 Bertle Lord s : ‘
43 The Centennial's Product is in Great Demand 8/13/05
44 The Mine and the Smelter of the Pittsmont 8/13/05
45 - Story of 'the New Process and its Application 8/13/05
46 The Noblest Red-Man of Them All by Allan Dickinger
47 . Rare Schnitzmeyer Photos are found at Polson 10/28/60

Miscellany

48 © Annual Report-County of Jefferson, Dec. 12, 1903
49 Big Hole Battlefield ;

50 Stan Davison receives Award .

.51, Index to Fletcher, Free Grass to Fences.

52 Freight Bill 1919 '

53 Howard's Campaign :

54 Interim notes 3/1969

5.0 lLewis & Clark Portage of the Great Falls of the

56 TSt 5

S Materialidin StateiHisty 1it, 11955

58 . Money Orders to Germany 1894 '

59 ==Smith, Eli'A.  Noted U.S. Mail Carrier and Musher

60 idof M Agricultural Experiment Station 8/1919

61 ° WMC's Russell & Paxson

62 Colored Map of Exp031t10n Grounds; . St. - Louis : World's
Falr 1904 e : '




‘ Separétioh Sheep o
Books
3 To Maﬁs:ef o ‘ T = : 5

Rand, McNally & Co' s: IPocket Atlas of the World 1889
Doan s Dlrectory of the United States

Spec1a1 Collectlon ' ; i
" . Campbell's New Revised Complete Gulde and Descriptive:
Book of the Yellowstone Park, 1913
‘Eighty-one Years in the West George A. Bruffey 1925
" 50-Year Hlstory Montana State Board of Health, 1901-.

1551

‘Others:

Hlstory of the Oldest House, Saint Augustlne, Florida;
 Under Four Flags 1950 e

Slmpllfled Sdrgery For use by the General Practltloner

i

'Photos Transferred to Photo Archives.

Bertie Lofd_Photos'

Transferred to Exhibit<Artifacts

1904 Boulder Drug Co. Calender
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