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Dear “en--

Thanks for responding. Don't go to a lot of trouble digging for
me about your family's jourrey to Ameriga. If there are details
about the voyage over, I'd like to hear them, is all, I now have
from the Scottish Natiomal Library some very useful material about
when the first Doige--I guess it was Jeannie Doig Campbell--left
Scotland in May of 1888,

The current bookm is going pretty well; I have about two more
months of hard work on it before handing in the manuscript. One
thing I'm looking forward to in Jan, or Feb. is the paperback of
)T 7€

HOUSE OF SKY; your bookstore friends might be interested. It'll
be a Harvest mbhzm edition from lHarcourt Brace Jovanovich.

While I'm writing, maybe I should say this, too: I'm starting to
put together a trip to Montana and Wyoming for next spring. It'll
be scheduled arourd a speech I'm to make to the Montena Library
Association in Great Falls on May 10, ard possibly a speech in
Sheridan a week later. I wouldn't mind scheduling some other
appearances--1 guess I'd rather do readings than any more speeches,
though--while I 'm in Montana. Would there be any prospects at

the community college or any place else in Kalispell, do you
think? I'll try make a swing into town in any case, but it's
easier if I can pay my way a little. If you happen to know whoever
schedules speakers at the college, I'd be glad to have his name,
and make the offer, at least.

Have traded a letter or two recently with another Sixteener,
Florence Roberson Coslet of CGlasgow. Between your help and hers
and Art Watson's, I've gathered some good material on Petzold,

Hope to see you in the spring.




1; May.'79

Dear Kenne the-

The information on Petzold is terrific. I had no idea you were
going to the extent of trouble you did, but thanks immensely. I hope
that not so many years from now you'll have the pleasure of seeing
some of that information in a novel about the Montanans of our first
generati one

My wife and I are just back from Scotland and Missoula, in that
ordere. Missoula was last week, a conference at the university where
I read from the manuscript of the book T'm working on now. A.B. Guthrie
and Norman Maclean were there too, so I couldn't resist going, although
the schedule was so tight I never got out of the city limits of Missoula.

Scotland, and London for a couple of weeks, was a different proposition.
I went over to see about selling the British rights for House of Sky--
a far from certain prospecte-ard to gather informeti on about the area
my family, and I suppose yours(?), came frome The Doigs are from north
of Dundee, right around the coastal town of Carnoustie, where there's
a famous golf course, I'd like to start the Montana novel with the
people leaving Scotland, so I walked the country and spent some time
researching in the National Library in Fdirburgh, The first Doige-
Jeannie, who was married to Domald Campbelle=seems to have left Glasgow
on the Carthaginian, bound for Montreal in mid-May of 1888, I note
from your letter that your mother came over about the same way. Do
you have any details from her about that journey--anything about what
it was like on shipboard, or at the customs port of entry, for instance?
If you do, and ever have the convenience to telp me any more than you
already have, I'1l be delighted to have them,

We certainly will see you whenever we rext get to Kalispell. My
guess is that it might be next spring. Quite a number of Montana
libraries asked me to show up for Library Week this year, and I had
to turn them all down because of my writing schedule, I may see if
they're interested next year, and if I meke a circuit I'd definitely
try to include Kalispell,

Agein, thanks and best wishes.

PeSe Art Watson has written and self-published a couple of books of his

own about the Meagher County country., The one I have is called Devil Man
With a Cun.
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Beb, 16, 179

Dear Kennethe=

Thanks so much for troubling to write about Housé of Sky. I've heard
from quite a number of former Ringling people--more » probably, than live
there at the moment,

The only regret I have about the way my father brought me up is that
e never made clear to me the lines of family and friendship in the Basin
days. Somehow, it seemed to be assumed that T knew all that, but while I
had heard the names--Christisons, Mitchells, others nearby such as the
Brainerds--they've always remained to me a kind of scrambled genealogy.
I'm astonished, for instance, to learn that your family lived south of
Ringling, and that you went to high school there; "the Chris tisons" always
mean "the Basin" to me, in my dad's remembered tellings,

heard

Not so0 incidentally, I've alse head from a fellow nemed Fric Forde-l
guess he went by the first name of “I¥ith when yourg er--whogse father was
named Arch Ford, and who also went to s chool in Ringling, though probably
before you-time, He's been telling me about a Ringlin  bartender named
Louie Petzold who didn't have any hands. Do you know anything of that
story--such as what happened to the man's hands? I ask because I harbor
the notion I may try a Montana novel some day, and a handless bartender
would certainly be a character for the book,

Last fall, here in Seattle, I met a few of the people from Books West
in your towne-Karlann Coughlin amorg them., If you encounter her, please
say hello for me; she was one of the earliest Montana booksellers to be
enthused about House of Sky. As to the Valier Frglish teacher Darrel
Micken, he must have been after my time there--the name isn't familiar,

Perhaps my wife and I will see your wife and you sometime in Kalispells
we've been through occasionally on the way to or from Glacier,

all the best

i
§






244 12th Street East
Kalispell, MI 59901
March 11, 1988

Dear Ivan:

It has been a long time since I have writuen you and I know you
have been busy with getting our your new book. It was given to
me for Christias and it is now some time since I finished
reading it.

I certainly enjoyed it as much as I did English “reek mostly
because of the setting and the subject. I really found it
interesting to find out Rob Barclay and Angus Mclaskill both
came to this country from Brechin in Scotland. That name was
very familiar to me as my father was born and grew up in Brechin
and lived there until he came to this country in 1898. His
brother came a few years later and is the one who was married

to Marie who shot the bear in House of Sky. 1 corresponded

for many years with my Grandmother, Aunt and cousin who all
lived in Brechin in the house where my father was born.

I just recently loaned House of Sky to a friend in town to
read and she epjoyed it very much. OShe is now reading Lnglish
Ureek.

We have had a very mild winter, even the snow in town is all
gone and we are anxious for spring. With my arthritis fingers
I have trouble striking the typewriter keys and quite often hit
the wrong keys.

I have two cousins who live in Helena and one in Great lalls, they
are Marie!'s children. I don't get to ses . them often as 1 dontt
drive any more and we don't go to Biilings as often as we used to.

Supprose now you are busy gathering information for another book.
Best regards to you and your wife.; i/
T (

Ken Christison
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