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fhs from Eng Crk "Forest Service” filecd category

Clyde £+sxk Fickes memoir— DETAILS

7— fTishigg: cut 10-12 ft willow, unwind fishline woujfd around your hat band
(royal coachman already tied on), and catch grasshoppers

16— going horseback thru 5-wire fence: pull staples on 2 P™s let wires down,
throw coat over the wires, lead horse thru, put wires back in piace.

A.0. Waha memoir
N 28— thic]t canned milk gravy



from Eng Crk "Forest Service" filecd category
UMont— Fickes pics

#74-31— Fickes on horseback, 1908-9:
— pyramid hat, crimped 4 ways to a peak

__vest, with badge aligned with 3d shirt button (on left side)

__gloves with gauntlets almost halfway up arms

#74-27— Fickes and Carl Willis packing shakes nr Kalispell,
1908-9

— F. wears high-water work pants,cuffs at tops of shoes, well
above ankles; W. has overall cuffs tucked into top of high-

lace boots. Possible use: friction between 2 over differing
styles of pantlegs.
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eslab of
bacon? would
you carry any
eggs? any bread
or biscuits?

August 7, *80

Dear John-—

Thanks enormously for your latter about forest rangering* There*s
much good material in it, of just the sort | need to accumulate toward
an eventual book«

I*m going to try to get Helena in late October, when 1*11 be making
a trip to j&acsmox Billings. 1*11 be traveling to Billings on somebody
else*s money but anywhere else in Montana on sy own, so that slows me
down a bit, but 1*11 definitely try show up, with a tape recordere

There’s some details | could use about what people ate in sheep
carps, and at the places where somebody would offer you a meal, and
when you had to fix your own grub in the high country« If you got a
chance, 1°d appreciate whatever lines you can put down shout this*

—what kind of food you carried on the pack horse, in case you had

«to camp. Any canned goods, and if so, what kind- pork aid beans,

tomatoes, peaches? (Those are some of the staples | seem to remecber,
but am kind of hazy*) Bid you carry those little cans of condensed
milk for your coffee— Sego, were they?— and was that usually what

was on hand at the sheepwagons and ranches in the Thirties and just
after World War IVO? Also, what did you do about coffees carry a pot,
or just a boiling can?

— 1 imagine the sheepwagon grub ranged from pretty fair to pretty awful«
Can you remenfcer my particularly good (or bad) cooks among the herders,
and what they specialized in? Bo | rmmxtber that once in a great while
there™s be a herder who even would bake a little? 1 seem to remember
that a lot of them would have a pot of mulligan on the stove, which they*d
eat from several days iIn a rowi does that square with your experience?

wife and 1 are just back from Alaska— Sitka and Juneau, mostly—
and had half a sunny day out of nearly two weeks* Had a good trip even
so, and got some good research for the novel 1 writing now* Hope all
is continuing well with you* The dedication ceremony at Nine Mile must
have been a real shindig*

all the best
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17021 10th Ave. NW
Seattle, VA 98177
July 17, 1980

Dear John«

I was very pleased to get your letter, and gratified to hear that you
liked House of Sky. It means mush to me that people who lived through what
I wrote about, such as CIiff Shearer and Jake and Eleanor Hast and you, have
appreciated the book*

Mt. St* Helens” ash turned my wife and me back at Bozeman during that
Montana trip of ours you read about, or you likeLy would have seen us. We~™d
intended to visit at both Townsend end Helena, then go north and home through
Glacier. Instead, we pulled south for Boise, to get around the ash fallout.

I got to see Walter Doig for just a few minutes when we were coming to Montana,
cm our way in a hell of a hurry to White Sulphur and Great Falls.

It’s a good coincidence that you wrote when you did. Recently | heard
from a guy about my age whose father was a ranger,--Roomer, | think the name
was, and | believe he was around Ennis— suggesting I write something more
about running sheep on the Forest Service. It would have to be fiction, as
I put about all my own memories into House of Sky, but it"s a possibility»
IT you would, John, 1°d be happy to have you write me any details on some
of these questionst

— When you used to see my dad and mother when they summered on Grassy,
about how much territory (in sectlone, or riding miles, or whatever) did you
cover? Also, do you remember how many outfits were running sheep in your
district, and hew many bands of Sheep that amounted to? What kind of schedule
did you keep, in going around to look over the camps: that is, how often did
you have to get to each one? And were you to see that they weren’t overgrazing
the country, or what, as you went around?

- memory is that my folks had a sheepwagon and teepeed out from it,
on a schedule something like a night or two a week in the wagon, teepees the
other nights» Does that sound right to you, and is that way everybody did it?

— Im interested in what you had with you as you rode arounds did you use
a packhorse as well as saddlehorse, and if so, what all did you carry on him?
What kind of rifle or other gun did you have? What was your usual breakfast,
lunch, and supper? Did you have to be in a uniform, or did you dress as you
liked? Did you carry the useM book I *e read about rangers haring, and was
it really any use?

— Also would be glad for any sheepherders* names you recallj names of
horses you rode, too.

In October, 1 may get to Helena, but don’t know for sure; 1’1l be in
Billings on business, and don”t know how much more travel I can fit in* 1711
hope to come over, but if you feel like jotting down anything about the above
questions 17°d be glad to have it, at your leisure* 1™ truly glad you wrote;
I remember both our visit in Townsend and the one at the Doig family reunion
with pleasure.

all best wishes, John.';



SHBEM |

Oct, 13, *80

Dear John—

Just a few lines, to work out how we*re going to get together
on Oct* 30* Thanks for the invitation, but I ™ going to stay in
town, as | have no idea when 1*11 be pulling in from Great Falls,
il about if I come out by about 8 that morning? “hat should give
us acouple of hours of talk before I have to be at the Readers Roost,

by about I0ilf?. Sound all right to you? Looking forward to it,

101 the best

p*se | could use some directions how to get out there, and hew
to find you.
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ikMarch *82

Dear John-—

Maybe it"s getting to be spring; anyway, 1°m beginning to come out
from under the Alaskan novel 1"ve been working on the last year and a
half, and will start in again gathering material for the next Montana
book I want to write*

1 hope to mate it to Helena by the end of July, earlier if 1 can,
and will be in touch then* But 1 cams up with a couple of questions
I ought to ask before then, so | can get going on this book a bit*

The first one is about the day book, or daily diary, which rangers
maintained* At least I"ve read that all rangers were supposed to do
so, and 1 thought 1°d better check and see if that was the oaset did
you keep a diary or notebook of what you did every day? If so, what
use was ever made of it— did you have to write monthly reports from It
or anything lite that?

The other topic is pack horses and pack strings* 1°d be glad to have
anything you can remember about them— any particular stories about ornery
horses, any details about how things had to be packed (hew were canned
goods handled, for instance; just put in a pack, or did they have to be
positioned some certain way?), anything about how you tept the horses from
wandering off overnight (did you hobble them, tie them to a drag, or what?)*

Thanks for Elmer Luer®s address— 1711 be getting in touch with him*
As 1 think 1 told you on a Cfehistmas card, iry buddy®"s mountain sheep permit
didn®"t come through and so 1 didn"t get to Montana last hunting season. Am
looking forward to the trip this summer* | hope you"ve wintered well* It"s
been wall-to-wall rain out here*

all best wishes
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July 28, «81

Dear John««
Good to hoar from you again, and to knew you’re in fine fettle*

I made it briefly to Montana this summer, but missed out on my
intention to see you* )& wife and |1 wore going to suing bade dam
to Helena and Missoula after spending some tins in Glacier Park—
wed been at Gt* Falls, Dupuyer and Gboteau— but the weather was so
rotten and | was so antsy to get homs and resume writing that we
headed on straight west from Glacier* There’s a chance 1’11 be back
this fall, when I have an invitation to go with a fellow who’ll be
hunting mountain sheep, and will try get over to see you if I do come*

What 1 did see of the state was terrifically green* All that
moisture | guess did some damage, bit it really turned on the grass,
too*

I ve had some news of others in the family this summer * my aunt,
Anna, notified me that her husband, Joe Beetom, died at the end of June*
1 don’t know If you wane acquainted with Joe j he was a Nebraskan, and
they lived back there in Sterling« About the only ones X really keep
up with are Angus’s smir sons Gordon and Jay, aid they’re bullying
an alcohol plant in ~Lngling— will use their barley to make alcohol
there and sell 1t for use iIn gasohol, is their plan* Strange to think
of Ringling as any kind of a boom town, but they intend that their
plant eventually will employ three dozen men or so* And, | had a
letter from somebody you might remarker from the Basin— Dolores
Lawrence, who said she lived there from 1916 until she started high
school in 192lu She sent me a picture she had of my dadj her name
now is Maykuth, and she lives in Bozeman*

Hot too much else to report, life is much as usual here— working
to get a book finished* |1 should have this current one done fay the
end of this year, then will start on the Montana novel 1%ve talked to
you about. 1It’s been a damp cold summer out here, not much of a season*
I suppose it’s the price we pay for the bright dry winter we had*

Best wishes, John* 1’1l keep in touch about when I xtohife may
hit Helena again*



27 August ~8X

Dear John-

Sorry to be slow responding with Anna Dolg Beetem’s address* but ny
wife"s parents are here with us and life has been busy and hectice
Anyway* the address i

Anna Beetem
Bek 177 ;
Sterling* Nebraska 681&3

Also* it occurred to bis* John* that 1 don"t think X ever talked with

you about the people you were In the Forest Service with* except briefly*
I think you mentioned Hydor Evan Kelley to ms* *f you®dbe interested

in writing them down* 1 d be pleased to have any memories or stories
about him* or for that matter anybody else who comes to mind from the
1920*s or 30*s*

Hope you"re doing wellj it sounds as if you are*

In haste* best regards*
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Sept. 12, 1980

Dear John—
Thanks very much for the letter. It helped a lot.

It looks as if 1’m going to make it to Helena in October. |I’m
supposed to sign books at Readers Roost on Oct. 30. 1 knar you’re
an early riser, and so am 1$ do you suppose we oould get together
for an hour or two that morning and talk about forest rangering?

I think 1’1l have a rented car, and could come out to the Masonic
Home if that’s simplest. But 1*d happily buy you breakfast any place
in Helena, if you prefer. Let me knew which way sounds best to
you, and we’ll do 1t. I think my available time will be about 6:30
or 7 until maybe 9, when | have to get ready for the bookstore and

to go on to Bozeman that night*

Something 1 meant to ask you last time, and forgot. When you
were the ranger on the Shoestring, who was your boss— that is,
what was his title? Would he come out to your district very often,
or were you pretty much on your own out there all the time? Also,
how often would you see any other rangers? Did it take something
like a fire to get you together, or was there fairly regular visiting
or business which kept you in touch?

Looking forward to seeing you in October.

all the best
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