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Dear Eleanor—

Yes, we're sorry too we got ashed out of seeing you at the
ranch in May, but at least we're glad we got to say hello at the
Museum shindig»

‘*Tharks immensely for the Smithsonian piece« | hadn't seen
it. Since | saw you in Billings, Carol and | have been to where
the Doigs come from in Scotland, right near Carnoustie, north of
Dundee. Not at all like what £ expecteds it's gentle seacoast,
the North Sea in sight from everywhere. 30 miles to the nearest
glen and heather «

I don't know if Carol had a chance to tell you, we spent an
evening in White Sulphur with Gertrude ¢ksStravick and the Buckingdamee
I hadn't known you and Gertrude were acquainted; remarkable woman.

An is well with us. X have a book caHlted Winter Brother3
coming out this fall, and have begun a novel; not the Montana,
novel yet, I'm still accumulating for that one. | may be back in
Boeenan this October; am to make a speech in Billings, and hope
to do some bookstore appearances with the new book at the sanme time e
If you and Jake get out here next sumner, let Us know and we'll
link up somehow. All the best*
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18 July ’80

Dear Eleanor--

I don’t know whether you have the spare time to do this, or whether
you have any information on this topic (sheepl), but if you have any
memories or lore to share, | oculd happily use them. | fve been hearing
from some old Forest Rangers—you may know one of them, Johnny Gruar
from the Sixteen country—and amplayire with the idea of writing a
novel about nmnir* sheep on forest lawL It would be a situatili
something like my folks sumering with the Dogie »s sheep on Grass Mtn.,
but I think I’d tell it from the ranger‘s point of view, maybe teve him
accompanied by his son of twelve or thirteen years old» Seems to ne
there could be a short, appealing book there somewhere*

Anyway, do you have anything you can tell m about«
—sheepherders* Their nicknames, odd habits, any stories about them*

—rangers* Ever been around them? How often would they come around
to look at the range, would they happily set up to an extra plate at the
table if offered, were they still hunting coyotes (in the 1930’s, or even
in the years just after World War Two, say), anything of the sort*

—forest fire crews* Were you ever around one of those crews they
used to scrape together by sweeping everybody in from the streets of
Spokane or somewhere?

—dogs, especially sheqp dogs* Names, odd markings, unusual habits
or itijilnya displays of intelligence*

Well, | guess you get the idea* Right now, Carol and | are about to
set off for Alaska, for a novel | ’ve begun which takes place pafetly in
Sitka* | may be back in Bozeman briefly the last week in October, but

won’t know for sure for awhile yet. Will give Jake a call if | neke it,
though maybe he’ll have joined you by tt®n? | ’mglad we had the chance
to talk, even briefly as we did, in May* | don’t think | had the time
to tell you then that we’d had a visit with Gertrude McStravick just
before that*

Hope you 're well* AH best wishes*









Ik May »79

Dear Eleanor—

You are a real research bonanza, 1| had no idea you were going
bo the extent of effort you did in your letter, but am glad as hell
to have the material. It is exactly the sort of stuff | can*t get

anywhere but from somebody with a keen memory. Since you were generous
enough to offer more topics, I*d love to hear whatever you can tell

me about—
eeethe method of dying wool yarn with lichens or chokecherry juice

eeeanything about traveling by sled. For starters, what did Jake's
gypsy wagon box look like, and what were its approximate dimensions?
And maybe he can tell ne if there was anything different about
harnessing horses to a sleigh in cold weather than, say, harnessing
them to a hay rake

ee¢| remember something about pouring beans into boots, but not
enough. Can you tell ne what it liras all about? And do | remember
there was a danger of the beans splitting the boots open?

I was in Missoula last week for a few days, but at the university
for a conference on a schedule so tight | never got out of the city
limits. Since they were paying my way, ny time was theirs. | have
some hope | may get to Bozeman at least by next spring, | was invited
by a number of Montana libraries to show up for Library Week this year,
but couldn’t do itj maybe |I'll see if they want me next year. Anyway,
I will see you and Jake whenever | make it there. And until then,
thanks immensely for faring your memory with me.

all the best
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Dear Eleanor—

liked your gypsy wagon material! | don't think | ever encountered
a vehicle like it, although since your description | do remember a
few sled boxes sitting amid the scatter of old buckrakes, tractors, etc#
on a ranch or two out of my growing up. Also loved Jake's pair of
stories, and thank him greatly from nee

Sometime when you write, would you include anything you think
interesting about milk cows? | remember such things as kicking irons—
is that what the hobbles were called? And that cows sometimes were named
as workhorses were! would be glad to have any such names (of father cows
or workhorses) you and Jake remember# Also, ny memory is dim on some
exact points: just when in the spring would a cow come fresh, and how
long until she went dry? Also, how early in your ranch life do you
remember cream separators: were they always around, or do you remember
sore earlier way of handling milk?

Amworking like the dickens on my next book, which is set out here
on the Coast, and likely will have to keep at it right up until the end
of the year# In the meantime, thanks again for writing—see you whenever
I can get to your part of Montana#

best

p#s# Also, you've mentioned dances in your letters# Would be glad for
anything you can remember about what tunes were played, and what musical
instruments, and where the dances were held—schoolhouses usually?
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June 21, r79

dear |pfaanor—
m\ery n.;ee lore />4 mlk c«s ard -l.noipecks
Sad. 4 jjjm m i a UO'X «G. 'msid
Somtiim this sffe«? or later in ;fe year* | hope to
through the collection erf photos | have ©round here*
Tnit, | think is one of Anna and Jake; also one taken at
a «ance at. the 'iLxt3en schoolhoise, but ; think before
your item* Vill pass alon;; anything that seen® of interest*

best
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May 3, '79

Dear ieanor—

Thanks so much for the letter. As it turned out, | did not
win the National Book Award—Westerners hardly ever do—but the nomination
itself had been a good experience.

Your memory of the Doigs is useful to me. | have it in mind
to try a novel about Montana homesteaders, from about 1890 until the
winter of 1919-20, in *diioh I would take the situation of ny family
and fictionalize it, and the lore of staying uw to do the chores and
frhen bed down is the kind of detail which is terrifically helpful.

A former Ringling resident named Arch Ford, who now lives out here at
Wenatchee, has been writing nme some highly useful nmancries of Singling
in the *teens and *twenties.

My aunt who lives in Missouri—Jim Doig's widow—has told ne
ttiat tiie oil—€loth you saw on the table at the Doig homestead was
referred to by ny Scottish grandmother as "the ile-clawth.n

T've "not heard from Anna for some time, but the last report of
her was not good; her health seems to be declining x fairly alarmingly.

| T™ to be in Montana the coming week—at Missoula—but as
I*m scheduled to be at the university the full time, | don't guess I'll*
get to Bozeman or anywhere. |f you ever encounter a Bozeman resident
homed Paul Wylie, give him ny regards. He was hy grade school principal
in WSS, and. wrote ne a fine letter after House of Sky came out.

See you sometime, and | may be in touch to ask about further
Montana details from you, within the next year. Until then, all the best.



