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17021 10th Ave. NW
Seattle, Washington 98177

Dear Jo Miklich,

I"m at work on a book about Montana during the
homestead era, and 1 wonder if you"d be game to help me out by
providing a few of your memories. My own memory doesn"t go
back far enough; it was my grandparents who homesteaded south
of Helena, and the Depression had wiped out the place by the
time 1 was born. As I"ve been casting around to find people
who have first-hand homestead experience, a friend who grew up
in your home area of Montana -- Ken Weydert, whose father once
managed the sheep-shearing company in Ingomar -- loaned me a
copy of the history written for the Ingomar-Sumatra-Vanada
reunion in 1976. I hope you don"t mind my getting in touch
with you; the only way 1 can be accurate about what 1 write is
to ask people who know.

You may have heard of my previous Montana book,
This House of Sky, which is a memoir of my father and my
grandmother and myself when we worked on ranches in the White
Sulphur Springs country, and later ran sheep on the Blackfeet
Reservation out from Browning. The book I intend now will be
fiction -- which means that names don"t matter in any stories
you might be willing to share with me -- but 1 want it to be
truthful to homestead life. 1°d particularly like to hear from
you if you have any details on such topics as these:

-- Living arrangments iIn a homestead cabin: where
everybody slept, what you ate, how you passed the evenings,
what games you played with brothers and sisters or neighbor
kids.

—— Chores: how old was a homestead child when, say,
he or she got the responsibility of gathering the eggs?
Filling the woodbox? Milking the cow? Did you help with the
farming, and if so, at what age did you start?

-- School: I myself boarded out during most of my
school years, but always with some other family -- not at a
boarding facility as 1| read that Ingomar had. I1"d like to hear

any memories of what it was like to live there. Also, anything
that particularly sticks in your mind about school days: a
memorable teacher or fellow student, for instance.

-- Finally, 1°d appreciate any information on how the
homestead life ended for your family. For mine and a lot of
others, it simply was done in by weather, lack of money, or the
rigors of the work. Those things too are part of the story of
where we came from.

Thanks for your time,

IVAN DOIG



23 May '83

Dear John-—

Thanks for responding to my letter to you sister Jo« Sorry to
hear of her death« 1 took her address9 and some others, from a
list at the Sumatra reunion In 1976, and knew that some of them
would no longer be on hand«

Tour “ears in Roundup and In the coal mines caught my attention«
By coincidence, a few months ago I was at the university library In
Hissoula and came across the diaries of Dell Stark« (John A«— for
Adelbert— Starkj had an older brother, Ben, 1 think5 Dell himself 1
suppose would have been 10 or so years older thanyyou«) Did. you know
him? If so, would you mind telling me what he looked like— about how
tall, what weight, what color hair, what shade of complexion, and X
guess anything you remember about his behavior« Specifically, did he
ever tell you, or people generally, that he wanted to be a writer?
He says so in those diaries he left to the university, and 1 wondered
if he made It known at the time« 1M a bit Interested in him because
his diaries of his World War Two service might be worth publishing
someday«

This has nothing to do with Dell Stark or anything else, but 1
wonder if you knew Lenona CrambUt, of the Houndup country« 1 was
great friends with her aunt, Kate Badgett, when 1 was growing up iIn
Ring ling«

best regards

p#s* Did Dell Stark have any nickname besides *"Dell”?



2 April »83

Dear Dale-

Photocopies cane today— thanks for the promptness, and for all
the help from you and your staff« This stuff is beginning to stack
up like a book»

Which doesn’t mean I can®t hunger for more* The Dell Stark diary
material is proving unexpectedly helpful to ms, and I think 1°d do well
to shop around in his sheep-raisir”™ years* Accordingly, I1°d 1il©® to
ask for these diary portions to be photocopied and sents
John A* Stark Papers, me collection #1*61

The month of April, 1938»

July 10220, 1938»

June 1-9, 191*0.

August 1-11, 192*0»

Am enclosing a $7*08 check for the photocopies you sent, and
until 1 descend on you again, beet wishes»
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