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thought so) I went back, spoke to Pulaski and he advised 
me to get all the men out as soon as possible. (I believe 
he tried to keep the tunnel timbers from burning and 
was himself burned). Anyhow, all the men got out, except 
five or six, one my good working partner of Racine, Wis­
consin, Red Hansen, was among those who stayed in the 
tunnel. . . .

After a while we heard a shout, and scrambling toward 
us, crawling under and climbing over large fallen trees, 
was Supervisor Weigle, an unknown man to me. They 
guided us to Wallace. . . .

After 27 years I think it’s time to express my thanks and 
appreciation to a trio of Uncle Sam’s Rangers and God’s 
noblemen, who risked their lives to pull their men out 
of the fire. Rangers Pulaski and Bell and Supervisor 
Weigle, I salute you.

W m . Chance
Box 114
Cathedral City 
California
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Particularly helpful were interviews and correspond­
ence with Walter Hanson (now deceased), who was 
mayor of Wallace in 1910; with Joe B. Halm of Missoula, 
a forest ranger believed lost during the 1910 fire; and 
with William G. Weigle of Pasadena, California, who was 
Supervisor of the Coeur d’Alene Natonal Forest in 
1910. Other people whose reminiscences supplied addi­
tional details are listed in Appendix II.

I am indebted to Mrs. Bertha Kottkey, Mrs. Elsie 
Pulaski Pabst, and Mrs. Walter Hanson, all of Wallace, 
and to Mr. Weigle, for loans of pictures; and to Mrs. 
Pabst for making available a manuscript written by her 
mother, Emma Pulaski.

I thank Dr. Donald H. Clark and Professor Walter 
Schaeffer of the University of Washington School of 
Forestry, who read the complete fire manuscript and 
made helpful suggestions and corrections. Hazel Cor- 
beill of Kellogg, Idaho, and Harry McLeod of Wallace, 
read portions of the manuscript.

I also thank John Penny, Kellogg, for a most pleasant 
drive across the old burn area from Wallace to Avery.

# # #

I wish to add that this book is in no way to be regarded 
as fiction. Disasters such as the two whose complete stories 
are told here for the first time, present themselves to the 
people involved, first as threatening, worrisome situa­
tions; and, in the end, as dramatic, tragic forces smash­
ing into their lives. I believe that history as truth is 
added to, rather than detracted from, if the “feel” of an 
event—its impact at the time of happening—can be pro­
jected along with the historic facts. In attempting an on- 
the-scene reconstruction, I have carefully refrained from 
adding to the information revealed by my research, or 
departing from it; even the conversation is based on de­
tails known to have happened and what was reported said 
at the time.

RUBY EL HULT 
Seattle, Washington, June 25, 1959
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APPENDIX II 

1910 Fire
Bibliography and Sources

INTERVIEWS AND CORRESPONDENCE 
I was able to locate a goodly number o f residents of North

Idaho and Western Montana who had personally experienced
the ravages of the 1910 fires and whom I was able either to in­
terview or to contact by letter.
Interviews—
Wallace, Idaho: Walter Hanson, H. E. Worstell, George Tabor, 

Mr. and Mrs Edwin B. Kribs, Mrs. Zoe Beswick Ferguson, 
Margaret Mallon, R. T. Strachan, Sister Joseph Antioch, Mr. 
and Mrs. Harry James, Mary M. Flohr, Roy Kingsbury, George 
Burden, Harry McLeod, Gus Ellars, Alice Jensen, James 
Nicholson, Mae Solem, Mrs Bertha Kottkey.

Mullan, Idaho: Thomas Powers, William Bean, Foster Gribble, 
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey S. Taft, Mr. and Mrs. George Wheatley, 
Helen E. Clubb (now living at Burien, W ash.).

Kellogg, Idaho: George Howard, Dr. T. R. Mason, Mr. and Mrs. 
C. A. McKinley, N. H. Brooke, Gertrude Lent Ham, Robert 
B. Lafferty, Lorna Foltz Meyer, O. M. Vang, Jack Nelson, F. H. 
Whiteman, C. M. (Jack) Shipman, George Thompson, Ted 
Anthony, Vance Corbeill, Helen McBride.

Avery, Idaho: Thomas Wurth, A1 Ganyd, Franklin Theriault 
(now of Spokane).

Missoula, Montana: Joe B. Halm.
C orrespondence—
Stalker Clubb, Mrs. F. W. Rolfs, Mullan. William G. Weigle, 

Pasadena, California; Sally Gyde Moffatt, Lewiston, New York; 
Robert C. Moffatt, Canon City, Colorado; O. W. Bass, Cape 
Fair, Missouri—all formerly of Wallace. E. C. Fous, Avery.

A. L. Pettygrew, Spokane; Asa M. Button, Spokane; E. R. Kirk­
wood, Moscow, Idaho; William J. Smith, Spokane; Mrs. A. H. 
Morgan, Walla Walla.

Montana: Mrs. Ed Albert, De Borgia. William F. Underhill, 
Ronan. A. J. Rock, Alberton. C. J. Coleman, Haugan. The 
Saltese experiences of Jennie Linn McKane, now of Oakland, 
California, were sent me by Hazel Corbeill, Kellogg.

NEWSPAPER FILES AND ARTICLES
Wallace, Daily Idaho Press; Wallace, Miner; Wardner, News; 

Spokane, Chronicle and Spokesman Review; Seattle, Post-Intel­
ligencer; August, September, 1910. Copies of Murray, Coeur 
d'Alene Sun loaned by Robert Skenian, Kellogg.
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Series of articles by Malcolm Glendenning, Spokane, Spokesman- 
Review, August 9, 16 and 30, 1953.

Mullan, News, August 23, 1951. . * ; *
“Hero’s Story of 1910 Fire as Told in His Own Words, Spokane, 

Spokesman-Review, June 6, 1955. (Ranger Ed Pulaski s ex­
periences as recorded by his wife, Emma Pulaski.).

“The Courage of Ed Pulaski,” by Alice Spencer Cook, Denver, 
Post, magazine section, Jan. 31, 1954.

MANUSCRIPTS AND RECORDED MATERIAL
“My Experiences as a Forest Ranger’s Wife,” by Emma Pulaski.

(Ms. in possession of Elsie Pulaski Pabst, Wallace, Idaho). 
“The Railroad that Refused to be Burned Out,” ms. loaned by 

Public Relations Department, The Milwaukee Road, Chicago. 
(Engineer John G. McKedon’s experiences).

A recording of the late Fred Foltz reminiscences. (In possession 
of his daughter, Lorna Foltz Meyer, Kellogg, Idaho).

MAGAZINE ARTICLES
“A World Afire: Heroes in the Burning of the Northwestern 

Forests,” by G. W. Ogden, Everybody's Magazine, Dec., 1910. 
“Idaho’s Thirty Days War,” by E. B. Fussell, Colliers, Sept. 24,

“Our Latest Forest Fires,” Harper's Weekly, Nbv. 26, 191Q. 
“Loss in the National Forests in Montana and Idaho, 191U,

Outlook, Nov. 19, 1910. . . .  . • „ xt K
“Recent Forest Conflagrations,” Scientific American, Nov o,

“The Bitter Root Range,” by Edwin Swergal, Milwaukee Mag­
azine, April and May, 1947. , . _ ,

“The Great Fire of 1910,” by Joe B. Halm, American Forests and
Forest Life, July, 1930. , -  j  . „

“Surrounded by Forest Fires,” by E. C. Pulaski, American For­
ests, August, 1923.

BOOKS
Burning an Empire, The Story of American Forest Fires, by 

Stewart H. Holbrook (Macmillan, New York, 1944), Chapter
11, “The Milestone Blaze.” .

The Big Blow-Up, by Betty Goodwin Spencer (Caxton Printers,
Ltd., Caldwell, Idaho, 1956).,

U. S. FOREST SERVICE MATERIAL
History of the 1910 Forest Fires in Idaho and Western Montana, 

by Elers Koch (U. S. Forest Service, District One, Missoula, 
Montana. Mimeographed, 25 pages).
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Historic files, 1910 fire, U. S. Forest Service, District One, Head­
quarters Office, Missoula, Montana.

Report of the Forester, U. S. Forest Service, 1910 (in Annual Re­
port of the Department of Agriculture, 1911) . Contains list of 
names of fire fighters killed.

Annual Review, S t Joe National Forest, 1955, (mimeographed).
Map material from District One Headquarters Office, Missoula, 

and from the Coeur d’Alene and St. Joe national forests.
yorest Fires: Their Causes, Extent and Effect, with a Summary of 

Recorded Destruction and Loss, by Fred G. Plummer, 1912. 
(U. S. Forest Service Bulletin No. 117).

DEATH LIST -  1910 FIRE
FIRE FIGHTERS

Coeur d’Alene National Forest

PULASKI S CREW (West Fork of Placer Creek).
William Learmouth, 22; had lived or worked in Winnipeg, 

Canada. r
Joe Fern or Ferro, 24; friend of Learmouth, also from Winni­

peg.
Harry Hanson, 30, from Racine, Wisconsin.
Richard Woods, 50, an old prospector.
August Berger, 26.r 
Louis Shoman.

BELL’S CREW (Middle Fork Big Creek, tributary to the St Toe 
R iver).

Joseph Beauchamp, 55, homesteader. Survived by wife. 
Roderick Ames, about 30, homesteader. Survived by brothers 

in Illinois.
Upton B. (Smitty) Smith, 24, from Mansfield, Ohio.
William J. Elliott, 25, also from Ohio.
George W. Cameron, 32, from Nova Scotia, Canada.
Tony Butcher, an Austrian.
Chris Omiso.
Jean Viettone, Italian.
Dominick Bruno, Italian.
C. Buck.

DANIELSON CREW (Stevens Peak).
Walter Beaman or Beamair, 26. Survived by father, Sunset, 

Wash.
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TAYLOR CREW (Bullion M ine).
Aaron Benton, 30. Survived by wife in Wisconsin.
Louis Holmes, 40. Survived by mother in Birmingham, Eng­

land.
Thomas Welch, 55, from Spokane, Wash.
S. D. Adams, 30; had friends in Chicago; mother in Persia. 
Leslie Zellers, 18; survived by father, Gem, Idaho.
Val Nicholson, 17; survived by father, Gem, Idaho.
Larry Ryson, from Wallace, Idaho.
Ernest Elgin, 60.

DEBITT CREW (Setzer Creek, or more accurately, Storm 
Creek)-.

Identified dead
George Smith. Survived by father; Missoula, Montana.
George A. Blodgett, from New York.
James Kerr. Survived by wife, Lewiston, Idaho.
Harry Jackson, from Tacoma.
L. Ustlo, a Finn.
James Donahue. Believed to be a lumberjack from Havre, 

Montana.
Frank ] Sanders. Had worked in Ravalli County, Montana; 

probably from Midwest.
Patrick Grogan. Survived by daughter, Butte, Montana. 
William Casey. Survived by wife, Great Falls, Montana.
Larry Levar, an Austrian.

Unidentified dead (names known from timekeeper’s record)
M. Phweiser.
T. Rusick, Hungarian.
M. Dilo.
Jack Hill, probably from 

Seattle.
Oscar Berg

(O. Bing in some lists). 
Ed Murphy.
H. Siphers, from Utah.
Ralph Ekhoen.
Frank Skeychell.

Ed Dunn.
W. F. Norton.
L. Schwartz, probably from 

Germany.
W. H. Baker, from Minnesota. 
Frank Masterson, probably 

from Wisconsin.
George McGurk.
O. Ellefson, from Midwest.
F. D. Swick.
W. Polk.

HOLLINGSHEAD CREW (West Fork Big Creek, tributary to 
St. Joe R iver).
Unidentified dead (names known from timekeeper’s record)
Gus Johansen. Chris Christianson.
W. Flynn. Joe Denton.
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Sam Hull.
L. Johnson.
Edward Frye.
John Hoss.
Harry Smith.
J. Stevens.
J. Harp.

ROCK CREW (Setzer Creek). 
Oscar Weigert.

James Denton.
(brothers from Penn­

sylvania) .
Glenn Taylor.
K. Anderson.
E. Smith from Spokane 
3 unindentified men, names 

unknown.

Cabinet National Forest 
ENGLE CREW (Swanp Creek).

George Strong.
George Fease.
E. Williams.
A. G. Bourette.

Pend Oreille. National Forest 
BRASHEAR CREW ( DeFaut Gulch).

J. Harris.
J. Plant.

OTHERS
Janies G. Boyd, 66, Wallace, Idaho.
Unidentified man, Wallace.
Lumberjack from Taft, died at Saltese, Montana, name un 

known.
Con Roberts, prospector, St. Joe River headwaters.
Mrs. Ernest Deinhardt, homesteader near Newport, Wash. 
George R. Campbell, homesteader near Newport.
William Ziegler, homesteader near Newport.
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Blackburn, Arthur Reed, 23, 27, 53, 

57, 58-59, 60-62, 65, 88 
Blondell, Engineer, 162, 163 
Bogart, Richard C., 20 
Bohn, Fred, 20
Boles, Albert and Edward, 5, 55, 64, 

70, 82
Bonara, Father Francis, 137, 139, 187 
Borax, Montana, 151, 152, 154 
Boyd, James J., 145, 168 
Bradway, Lew., 160, 161 
Brady, Gov. James H., 165 
Brain, Elmer, 112, 202 
Brain, M. L., 111-112, 201-202 
Brashear, William T., 198 
Breen, J. E., 152, 153, 154, 155, 179, 
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Burden, George, 176 
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the tracks, watched the relief trains go by that night and 
saw the sides and tops of cars black-dotted with clinging 
men.

The Kribs and Mrs. Woodward found a place in a box­
car where lumps of coal and coal dust crunched under­
foot. A few wooden boxes had been thrown into the car 
and these were given to women who had babies to hold. 
Others were forced to stand, or if they weren’t squeamish 
about coal dust, Could sit on the floor. Many stood, for it 
was only a twelve mile ride to Kellogg.

In a far corner of the car sat Mrs. Rush White, clutch­
ing to her bosom a blanket-wrapped child ill with scarlet 
fever. She had phoned her doctor for instructions and he 
had said, “You’ll just have to take him, that’s all. Oil 
him up good, be sure he’s warm, and keep him away 
from other children. He’ll be all right.”

As the train started west Mrs. Woodward and other 
mothers gave Mrs. White a wide berth.

15
Conductor George Washington Jones of the Idaho- 

Northern Railroad, a little branch line running to Mur­
ray, heard via telegraph the news that Wallace was burn­
ing. He took a train of a few coaches and boxcars down 
to Enaville, connection point with the OR8cN parent line, 
and asked George Wheatley, the Enaville agent, to call 
the Spokane dispatcher and offer the train for service in 
evacuating Wallace.

“Tell Jones to get his damned train back on the Idaho- 
Northern and keep it there,” bellowed .the dispatcher to 
Wheatley. “I’ve got seven locomotives between Wallace 
and Kellogg and don’t know where the hell any of them 
are!

In Kellogg, the OR&N station agent, N. H. Brooke, 
was roused shortly after nine by a loud knocking at his 
door and a voice shouting, “Hey, Brooke, you’re needed 
at the station. It’s the fire.”

As was his wont Brooke had locked up the station after 
the last scheduled train had gone through. Now as he
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struggled into his coat and hurried to the door he 
couldn’t imagine what was wrong. The forest fires near­
est to Kellogg were one behind Kellogg Peak and another 
in Deadwood Gulch but both were under control and the 
town was not considered in any danger. The railroad 
station itself must have caught fire, he decided.

But as he neared the tracks he saw no smoke. “What’s 
up?” he demanded of a lounger.

“Wallace is all hell on fire. They’re shipping everyone
down here.”

Unlocking the station, Brooke called his telegrapher, 
ordered him back for emergency duty. The two were 
soon swamped by railroad detail and Brooke was glad to 
see Stanley Easton arrive to take charge of the refugees 
when they came in.

Easton, president of the wondrous-rich Bunker'Hill & 
Sullivan Mine, was the most influential citizen in town 
and functioned in unofficial capacity as mayor, and it was 
he whom Mayor Hanson had called.

The mine president had quickly organized a relief 
committee with headquarters in the McConnell Build­
ing. Under his leadership, committee members had can­
vassed private homes for those who could take in women 
and children; they had got merchants to unlock stores and 
provide blankets; they had opened the Odd Fellows Hall 
as a place to bed down men; they had arranged with a 
coffee shop proprietor to dispense coffee and doughnuts at * 
the depot to the stricken people.

All was in readiness when the first relief train arrived. 
Shaken and bewildered Wallace citizens poured from it, 
women weeping, babies wailing, all saying, “Wallace is 
lost.” It had become a cry of mass despair: “Wallace is 
lost.” Women sobbed, and said, “You could look behind— 
it was like the fires of hell-Wallace lost, our homes 
burning . . . ”

Helen McBride, who took in two refugee mothers and 
their daughters discovered one woman was clutching 
under her arm a fresh-baked loaf of bread wrapped in 
a blanket.
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passengers in. Just ahead of him an old lady kept saying, 
^But I have no money to pay my fare.” Mike boomed,
Lady, the.last thing we’re worried about on this trip is 

fare.”
By now the buildings of the Coeur d’Alene Iron Works, 

at the edge of Burke flat, were burning. Nearby stood a 
big oil storage tank, which if it should suddenly explode, 
would spew fiery hell in all directions.

The way west was thus impassibly barred and Con­
ductor Brown had no choice: he would have to take his 
freight of human beings east along the branchline toward 
Missoula, even though wind-whipped fire was moving 
into Mullan Canyon.

Having no running orders, the little train set out with 
whistle blowing frantically.

In the caboose distress and confusion mounted. Mrs. 
Graffenberger had counted off four of her small children 
but was missing Willie, age seven. Everyone searched for 
Willie, even on the coal tender and aboard the engine, 
but he was not to be found. “He was right beside me,” 
cried the distracted mother. “How could he just dis­
appear?”

The Baldwin twins, Mrs. Rule’s dark-haired grand­
daughters, were discovered weeping in a corner. “Grand­
ma got off to get her purse. She didn’t come back.”

The nuns also became upset to discover that Sister 
Joseph Antioch had failed to return to the train before it 
started. One sister cried, “Tell the conductor to stop, and 
I ’ll walk back and find her.” But Sister Elizabeth, who 
was in charge, shook her head. “No, that would not be 
wise. We will pray to God to take care of Sister Joseph.”

The train sped east between the burning hills.
17

Sister Joseph Antioch was only twenty-two years old 
and very tiny-in fact, less than five feet tall. A tender 
young French-Canadian novitiate lately arrived from the 
mother house in Montreal, she was a stranger in a land
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where even the language was foreign. As yet her English 
was rudimentary. ®

By the time she ran back in from the train the hospital 
lights had gone out but candles had been left burning 
m the vestibule. She snatched one up and hurried down 
the stairs and into the patients’ room. “Oh, a most good

mg have come back,” she thought, “for there they are 
all forgotten, still in their beds, poor old things ”

leave! Fire“ “  ^  CaUed’ f‘Quick- Get UP! We must a11
To her amazement they did not move but merely stared 

at her with utter lack of comprehension.
i- ^ dfnly sbe realized that in her excitement her Eng-
F rench  deSCrted her and she was babbling to them in

Running to the window she lifted the curtain and 
pointed outside. Flames could be seen leaping and danc­
ing above the Iron Works buildings on the flat below.
I hose flames were far more eloquent than any words, 
French or English. The men sprang from their beds.

Outside she heard the train whistle sharply.
Oh, hurry, hurry!” she moaned as she helped them 

into their bathrobes.
Dr. Quigley, candle in hand, put his head into the 

room apparently making rounds to be sure that 
everyone was out of the building. “Oh, you’re taking 
charge of these patients, Sister,” he said. “Good!” He was 
gone again.

Sister Joseph herded the patients up the stairs ahead of 
her and out the front hospital entrance. There her eyes 
grew large and wild. Where the engine and caboose had 
stood the track was empty. The train had gone!

Her knees buckled and she sank down on the steps. All 
ad been rescued But her! The other sisters, the nurses, 

Father Bonara—all had gone on the train. Only she had 
been left behind. She alone in this new and frightening 
land, flames all around, responsible for these three pa 
tients whose language she did not even speak. Oh, she was 
of no use and they would all be burned alive.
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Elers Koch of the Lolo placed Assistant Ranger Frank 
D. Haun in charge of fire control in the west end, with 
headquarters at Saltese. Among other things, Haun put 
Ranger Roy A. Phillips to patrolling the NP track from 
Saltese to Lookout Pass.

At first Phillips legged the twelve miles to the Pass and 
legged them back again, one round trip a day. Later he 
was supplied with a railroad velocipede, which greatly in­
creased his efficiency. He could then make three round 
trips a day and still have time for an occasional patrol 
trip up the Milwaukee line for a different view of the 
country.

Hardly a day passed but Phillips spotted some telltale 
smoke column. Many were railroad-caused fires and he 
had authority to call out section gangs, extra gangs and 
railroad tank-cars from all over the division, which gave 
him a highly mobile and effective fighting force. While 
he was on patrol he handled thirty-five fires and kept all 
under ten acres, an excellent personal record.

In connection with the August 10 flare-up, a fire 
broke out on Bullion Creek west of Borax siding. As this 
was across the Idaho line in the Coeur d’Alene National 
Forest, Phillips kept reporting it to Supervisor Weigle, 
but Weigle was swamped with so many new fires he was 
unable to take action at once.

When the fire burned on toward the Montana line, 
Phillips got twenty-five men from Missoula and dis­
patched them in from the Montana side under John S. 
Baird, District One lumberman. Shortly afterward Weigle 
sent a crew of sixty under the foremanship of S. M. Tay­
lor, a woodsman and prospector from Wallace. Taylor 
began to cut fire lines along the west side of the blaze 
while Baird worked along the south side.

When the fire continued to make headway toward the 
Lolo, Ranger J. E. Breen of the Taft Ranger Station was 
placed in overall command and given 150 more fire fight­
ers. Roy Phillips was taken off patrol to help Breen boss 
this large crew, which was sent in from Borax to the north 
and east sides of the blaze along the Montana border.
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About August 15 the Bullion fire crews were augmented 
by a company of Negro infantrymen under Lieutenant 
Titus, who set up camp not far away from Breen and 
Phillips on the same burn.

By August 19 Phillips felt the northeast sector to be 
relatively safe and set out to ride clear around the fire 
on a tour of inspection. He found the fire lines completed 
except for a couple of miles on the west. A wind was blow­
ing, pushing the fire down on Baird’s south lines but 
these seemed to be holding. The fire was in pretty good 
shape, Phillips felt.

August 20 was mostly a routine day for the Bullion 
fire crews. Phillips and his men were having trouble hold­
ing a piece of fire line on a rocky, precipitous slope and 
in the end had to cut a new and safer line lower down. 
In the afternoon they saw a big black cloud forming in 
the west. “Maybe it’ll rain,” they said hopefully.

Darkness fell before they got the new line ready to 
leave for the night. As there was little danger during the 
hours of high humidity Phillips did not leave night patrols 
out. With all his men he set out for camp in a darkness so 
smoky and impenetrable that without lanterns or lights 
of any kind they had trouble finding their way. When 
one man stumbled off the path it took much shouting 
through brush and trees to set him straight.

About 9:30 when they were within 100 yards of camp 
Phillips was astounded to see a great brand fall out of the 
dark sky and crash not far away. “Now where in the hell 
did that come from?” he asked in wonder. The fire they 
had left had no such force.

He was too weary to figure it out. He sent a couple of 
men to locate the brand and put it out, then ate his sup­
per and fell into bed.

Around midnight he felt a rude hand on his shoulder 
and opened his eyes to find the camp cook standing over 
his saying excitedly, “Hey, wake up and listen to that!”

He listened and heard over on the NP branch line a 
train whistling and whistling as it descended the switch- 
back.
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X. v Foreword

I f  h i s t o r i é  i?ot .w ritten i t  is  soon forgòtténv . The 1910 fo re s t- f i r e  in  the^ 
Ñ ó H h e r n '^ ^ ?tónn ta in  Region, is  an episode which has ..had much to  dO;;t?ith:shaf>- 

ÿ -ing only of th a t region but the whole United. States.., rThQ '.^
trag ic  nàd d isastrous culmination of tha t b a ttle  to save th é . fo re s ts  shocked ;t^,- 
n a t io n ''" ih to ■ .ró a lizá tion' of the necessity  of a- better;.system'- of f i r e  ..controlrÇ-i

S i t  is  now thirty^tw o years since th a t memorable stammer. The,men took p a r t ^  
In the campaign are f i t t i n g  older each year, and before many more-years have 
elapsed the- 19lb. .fire  ^season w ill be o n ly .a tra jd itio n ^ 'r?‘FoT^t:h isv reason,. f 
w riter ,r4fe:who,'as-, Supervisor of the Lo lo Forest ’ hgcl. ■, ^f^ll -in the  campaign,

! arid the background o f a current"' knowledge of the reg ional s itu a tio n  through:
■' those' trying..days, . has undertaken to compile an informal record of^thè f i r e  
i[ h isto ry  o f : that;.year. This is  not • w ritten fo r  pub lication , but prim arily , as a - 
, record fo r the • vFore-st Service, so th a t the story  w ill not be lostw ' << 4,.

A large mase of h is to r ic a l  m ateria l was assembled under th e .d ire c tio n  o f Hr* ^
Fred Morrell“ dn 1926, and free  use has been made o f 'th e se  records*

I I ,  The“ Organization in  1910« 8 1 ’ § |  ; r . 3

I Ry 1910 the organization of 'the National fo re s t3 in  Region One was- p re tty  well 
shaken down, under the d irec tion  of tho Forest.Service, following the 't r a n s f e r . \ 
from tho Department of In te rio r  in  1905.

The f i r s t  Forest Reserves in  the Region .date back to  February 22, 1897* These 
included the old Lewis and Clark, which « took in most of what is  now the •' 
Flathead and the western section  of the present Lewis and Clark , ,
National Park! The old B itterroot- Reserve, created February 22, 1897, included,- 
most of the country from the Loio T ra il south to  thè Salmon River, ana a S trip  
in  Montana" On- the .west side of' the B itterroot*  .-The F rie s t River part of th e ^ ;

in  *1898. * The ..next ■ ojdest:-Fo3̂ s t s :;in - t^ |f e g io n .^ 3̂ ^ | i



d *Alene> which included most of th e1 prosent S t. Joe." W. N* M illar.had the 
Kaniksu, and J , E. Barton the Pend Oreille* in Western Montana the Supervisors 
were as fo llo w sr. Kootenai, Door.Skeels; Blackfeet, F. N. Haines; Flathead,
Page S, Bunker5 Cabinet, Ralph H. Bushnellf Lolo,. E lers Koch; B itte rro o t, ¥. W* 
White.;1-.;and Missoula, D. G. Kinneyc ' ' . - * * $ *\

The/fi^e .or s ix  years previous to  1910 had. a l l  been f a i r ly  favorable f i r e  years, 
so th a t\th e ;- organization! ori many of the Forests had re la tiv e ly  l i t t l e : expert- : 
ence in  la rge-sca le  f irC fig h tin g , An exception to  th is  were the Lolo and Coeur 
d * Alone Forestsv - The year -1908 was a f a i r ly  dry year, and the C ,M* & S t ,  P. % V;; 
Railway 'was ¿ust -fin ishing construction through these Forests, ahd in  the  course 
o f right-of-w ay clearing operations scattered  f i re  p re tty  well, a l l  along the ; 
l in e , sp th a t these forests.w ent through a ra th e r intensive tra in in g  period and 
the personnel.• leEarned: to handle < large ; crews on f i r e s T h e  e f fe c t ) of th is  t r a in ­
ing was VQxy%ppQFent in  1910$. /

Set ah airplane:- course from Clark Fork,; Idaho,? south 25 degrees e a s t ,  Approxi­
mately along the axis of the B itterroot, range,,- and f ly  on th is  course 160 miles 
to-Moose Creek oh !the Selway R iv er,' On 70 percent of th is  f l ig h t  you would.be 
fly ing  over 1910 burn, with- the burned area extending" an average of 25 m iles on 

■ e ith e r  side of the l in e .  Even then you would have seen.only th re e -q u a rte rs .of 
the burhed area, and would have, to  take a vast sem icircle through Montana, up> 
the Big Blackfoot, through the South Fork and the North Fork of the Flathead* 
and westerly across the  Kootenai and Kaniksu •■•■Forests tcusee the re s t  of" the 

. fire^svep t area:;-. -Three "million acres of green -forest burned, most of ' i t  in  two 
te rrify in g , days* a V.,. kf. '

The snowfall in  the winter of 1909 did not appear to  be d e fic ie n t,a  A cru ising  
p a rty ,,on the up|)er S t ,  Regis River ^rom April 3 to the f i r s t  part of May found- 
four to  s ix  fe e t o f snow packed so hard th a t snowshbaing.was ra re ly  necessary.*-, ; 
I t  is  probable th a t the snowfall in  the mountains was normal or above normal* \  
But!the summer drouth s ta r te d  ea rly  a l l  over the region* From the f i r s t  o f  ?• 
April on, the usual spring rains were almost lacking^. The h i l l s  hardly got 7 
green th a t sp ring . July  followed with intense heat, and .drying south-west winds' 
from .the Columbia - plains - Crops, burned up a l l  over JLha.^region. A asn^indipa- 
tlo n  'o f  thd drouth Conditions,, press dispatches on July  10 s ta ted  th a t -the y 
Northern P ac ttlc  Railway van laying o ff - 3,000 to ¿,000 men on account7.of crop , 
fa ilu re s  along-the line* The f  o re s t  - be ooiiie t  inde r-^dry, ready t o : explode a t the 
touch o f  a spark* -- ; ■ $ V- .7’

Already in  June f i r e s  began to-break out in  a l l  ¡the1'f o re s ts ,  SeveraJ..times 
through July:';se vere e le c tr ic  Storms swept the.-m ountains,.s ta r tin g  new f i r e s .
The newly organized fo res t-p ro tec tio n  .force' was :th in ly  sc a tte re d . - There>. were - 
no lookouts, : and detection  of new f i r e s  depended on in te rm itten t patrols*; In - 
the vast w ildernesses ’Of the St, Joe, Clearwater, Salmon and Flathead. R ivers, 
were only a few prim itive t r a i l s  along the natu ra l routes formed by the main, 
divides and .ridges* The great driver canyons of the -St* Joe and Clearwater were 
s t i l l  almost inaccessib le , 7 k: ... - V . , -v -  ̂ ' /v



In the face of' a l l  these d if f ic u l t ie s  “the l i t t l e  fobce of rangers 'and guards • * 
strugglôÎ.-^spQ rate^ÿ, and in Many cases 'e ffec tiv e ly ) 'a /ith  the constantly  recur­
ring f ire s ,.. By Ju ly  15 over 3^000 men were* employed as f i r e f ig h te r s .  Hen were, 
shipped from.Missqula, Spokane, and Butte u n t i l ’ the 'supp ly  of f lo a tin g .la b o r  was }. 
exhausted. -. ' 7 v,v |  ;.v*v"M f; ■ ........v % • fepllf y '

There was no reserve of f i r e  equipment in  the Region a t th a t time»-.-; As new,. • 
crews .were put out, new equipment was purchased from the hardware s to re s . Axes, 
mattocks,;-shovels, .Crosscut saws, wash b o ile rs , tubs, coffee pots and f ly in g "• ■ v 
pans were bought’ as needed u n t i l  the supply in  most of the loca l s to re s  was 
exhaustedy^ The s t  andàrd bed fo r a f i r e f ig h te r7th a t  year was one shoddyiblapket 
or one, cheap hougan; ■ 1 - : - | • /  ‘ | |

A 5-Ô man cretf was a bîg ône» There was no thought o f putting  500 .or éOQ^eijj qu 
a f i r s  as is  frequently  dom today. F irefigh ting  methods used were, not funds*« j 
mentally d iffe ren t from present p rac tice , and a great-deal; of e f f ic ie n t ,  w<>3f*k -was 
done. ..¿y August 15 over; 3>000 small f ire s  and over 90 large ones had beehr con*--;: 
t ro l le d . In the more accessible areas such; as ;the: Lolo ând*.much ' of ;thp'fP'deTir. 
d* Alene Forest, a re a l and successful attempt was made to  send crews promptly to  
a l l  f i r e s . In the back-country d is t r ic t s  of the Olearwater, Selway and Flathead 
Rivers, there. i s ; no doubt th a t many f ire s  burned fo r  weeks without being |  ; 
attacked, - and... in  many cases five  or ten men w ere-fighting f i r e s  which . would V; v. ,r 
require v a hundred to do e ffec tiv e  work, r p  1

On August S., President Taft authorized the use of the*' regu lar Army fo r  fire-« . 
f ig h tin g ; .. About eigh t -or ten  companies were assigned to Region One, on th e 'c- 7 
Coeur d'Alene-,; Lclo^and Fla the ad Fore s t  s . Since most of them gdtv in  ¡place ; ju s t 
about the time - of -the big. ‘ blow-up, th e ir  accomplishment was not -, im portant, J  ' 
though they were of some value fo r police; purposes during the -genara! "dis organi­
s a i  iob‘:.a;fte^^ f  i r e , : V . 0 ' i:i  ...' pÉf 'ff.; ■; *1

The f i r è f  ighting. Job* progressed with varying degrees of success through Ju ly .-;' V 
Severe e le c tr ic  storms swept the mountains in  the - la t te r  part o f July apd many -V 
new f i r e s  were s ta r te d . By the end o f the f i r s t  ¡week in  August th in g s  be ¿an, to  
look b e tte r . On the ,9th the Supervisor of the Lolo, whose Forest’.had been par­
t ic u la r ly  hard; h i t ,  .made the statement to  the press th a t eveiy f i r e  op h ia  -, f  7 Ï 
Forest :was  ̂out ÿ.; or., practically-U nder ; c o n tro l; . . Regional Forester. Greeley asserted, 
on "that date ’th a t  the general s itu a tio n  was- greatly 'im proved. .• -

The lOth of .August was a bad day, with low humidity and high winds. F ire s  picked 
up everywhere..and 'there was a wave o f f ire  which crossed the B itte rro o t range 
from Idaho in to  Montana * in many places a l l  the way from Stevens Peak-ftp the Lolo,  ̂
Pass,

The e ffec t of th is  blow-up,, which g rea tly  extended. the f i r e  lin e s  and sca tte red  ; 
f i r e  widely, had much influence on thé holocaust yet to  come. ., F ire fig h tin g  ff ;.; 
e ffo r ts  were redoubled and more crews put out, and by August'-19 things again .. |  
looked b e tte r  • Many miles of f i r e  lin e  were held, and with the end of ; the 
season approaching i t  looked as though the loss might, not be too great-* Vy

Then cnmb the fa te fu l 20th of August, For two days, the wind -blew ;â ¡gale from-; ; 
the southwest. All along the "line, from north of .'the Canadian boundary south; 
to the; ; Salmon., the gale blew. L it t le  f ire s  picked up. in to  big one;js ,•. Fire, lin e s



which had been held fo r melted away under the fie rc e  b la s t, ' The sky turned
a ghastly yellow, and. a t four o f clock' i t  was 'black dark ahead of the.. advancing 
flames. One observer said the a ir  f e l t  e lec tric*  .as- though the whole world was 
ready to go up in  spontaneous combustion. The heat of the f i r e  and the. great 
masses of flaming gas created great whirlwinds which mowed down swaths ! of tree s  
in  advance’of the flamesa In thosp two te r r ib le  days, many f i r e s  swept th i r ty  - 
to  f i f ty  miles across mountain ranges' and r iv e rs . , ‘ r . • *

The town iof Wallace lay  d ire c tly  in  the path of the f i r e , ,  and .by the evening ' of
the 20th  a th ird  o f/the  town lay  in  .ashes. 'The flames from the Coeur dJ Alene 
f i r e s  swept on to  T aft, Saitese* DeBorgia* Haugan, crossed the high range to  thè 
Clark Fork, jumped ,the Clark. Fork, and swept on across s t i l l  another range.:•/ 
to  the head of the Fisher River* destroying towns, homesteads, lumber camps,. ; : 
everything/in  th e ir  path* '

Special t ra in s , crowded with refugees, bore thousands of people to sa fe ty  in to’7 , ; 
l^ssoula/and '-S^ not been fo r fin©' work on the .p a r t  of- t  ra in  «raws '# |
the lo se  of life/w ould have, been f a r  greater» , r* -

The unfortunate f ire f ig h te rs  on the Coeur d ? Alene Forest were caught / in  ..the up- - 
rush of the f i r e s  from the S t, Joe River across the’ summit of the B itterroo t; 
range. Too la te  toescape ' to safety , they were forced to weather the b la s t tin 
such places as promised some degree of safety* Some re trea ted  in to  mine: tunnels 
some took refuge on recently  burned-over areas, some lay  in small streams with ~ 
th e ir  he ads/'covered .with hlankets# Y;'J / ' ■-/

When the te r r ib le  t o l l  of losses Was f in a lly  /added up*/ seventjMi w e f  i ^ f  i ^ t e i ^  ’ 
were d©h4 on--the,-Coeur d T Alone Forest* four on the Cabinet, and two on the Fend 
O reille# Two liv e s  .-were lo s t  in  the burning o f Wallace and one a t  T aft£7 A peg*; 
leg  prospector'was burned near the S t. Joe Cedar Creek divide, and th ree  home^ .7 
stoaders burned to death near Newport. Altogether, eighty-five liv e s  ware lp s t7  
in  the tw b-dayconf lag ra t ion, Many of the surviving f ire f ig h te rs  were - t e r r ib ly  
burned, dhd aS the  p i t i f u l  remnants of the crews straggled out of the mountains ; 
the hosp itals of Wallace were f i l l e d  with injured men# • •; 7  " *\7 t

The f i r e s  swept f ie rc e ly  on a l l  day the 20th-and 2 1 s t,-b u t about ls00;a.m» the 
22nd a ra th e r sudden change in wind and humidity occurred. F ires nmde* l i t t l e  • 
advance, through the 22nd and ,23rd , .and the night o f the 23rd • a general l ig h t 7 t7 
ra in , with snow on some of the higher .ranges', tem porarily checked the' .flames* 

r < " f  ̂ : '7/ . \ • ;% • ••’• ; *? i {‘ '• l 77 ■-•7' '  *• . '. • • -v' - ? t '.;'.7.777::ti7
The following week burning conditions again picked- up, and the widespread f i r e s  
made some- advance* Most of the f i r e  crews had been, driven out of the h ills*  
.Camps and equipment had burned, and crews had been la rg e ly  paid o f f .  But’ under/ 
the spur of D is tr ic t Forester Greeley crews were again organized on a la rg e » 
sca le , and apt about cu tting  off 'th e  spread of f i r e s  and opening up 
through the  ,.burned country. A good general- ra in  beginning' thq night of August.
31 ended bbe^fire season* *Jt' 5. f , :-;A v-7 • ? $•*,+ f 7./'

IV* The Coeur d 1 Alene and S t. J 00 .. ’ * . , • p  . -

In 1910 the te r r i to ry  now in  the Coeur d fAlena' and S t.. Joe F orests was under 
d irec tio n  of Supervisor'W# G. We.igle, with headquarters at- Wallace^ Owing’/to  
proximity to  settlem ents and the large number • o f  f  ire  crews, .out a t  the  ' time, of ;



t&a big blow-up, the Coeur d fAlene suffered  more in  lo s s  o f  l i f e  .and property, 
thnn any othpr F orest, v . ; . . ; ■ ,/■:•, M

Through May# June and the first-: h a lf  of July, numerous f i r e s  were s ta r te d , from ' 
ligh tn ing , campers, and from the two ra ilroads which traversed  the F o re s t• Most 
of these:were put under co n tro l. Outside the Forest, the Pine Creek f i r e ,  to  r  
the west# burned a l l  thrbugh the, l a t t e r  part, of Ju ly  and was a continued /th rea ts  
On July 23* a severe e le c tr ic  storm passed over, and "set numerous f i r e s . ■ These 
were manned as rapidly- as possib le , b u t, with new f i r e s  s ta r tin g  daily# and con- L 
tinued high wiacte which threw brands; to  a g rea t.d is tan ce , Conditions got. s te ad ily  
worse. On August 13# even though the nearest f i r e  was s ix  miles from Wallace, '' |  
numerous pieces of r.burning bark as-.large as a manJs hand f e l l ,  in  the .s t r e e ts ,  
so tting  awnings on f i r e  in  three d iffe ren t cases;* By th is  time there were" 
eighteen hundred men figh ting  f i r e  on the Coeur’d* Alene, besides two Companies, t i 
o f 's o ld ie rs , m  $ ~' ’ - •: ' | f |  Wi i  h |  •

With, Pine :Creek, teh  or twelve m iles west of the  c i ty , a fire  a l l  throUgh the 
l a t t e r  part of. July and f i r s t  of August# and, with numerous f i r e s  to cbhesouth, V . 
ju s t . across the ;St,. Joe d iv ide, the, people of Wallace were badly* w orried*. JOn .*•, 
August 14# "a newspaper "report s ta te d 1 th a t ' a l l  insurance men:had ‘aJLl th e i r  c lerks * 
busy writing f i r e  insurance p o lic ie s , but -were not..refusing any business# V

On August 20# a high wind arose * about: noon, .A ll ex is tin g  f i r e s  f la re d  up, a and - t H 
new ones were, s ta r te d . Great thunder heads ..shewed to  the' south and west#. as tb e f i |  s 
f i r e s  rush§ei',• 10 'U ncontrollable proportions.#: I t ; was. obvious th a t a holocaust was-^ •
,impendingo8 Since the g rea tes t' danger to  Wallace was from fire"; coming rdownrJ^acer,^;

' toQk"a; saddle :h6rSelnd; s ta r te d  .up the creek to re con- |  
n a ite r ,  J  % ;w as caught In  the. rush of the :f ire , ’ and had to abandon the horse and1 , 
itake rofU gl'iii a tnine tuimol*; Ho did not succeed In  ge tting  back, to Wallace ‘ \  *1
u n ti l  10s3Q th a t n igh t, 'w ith his eyebrows .and. clo thes scorched from' h is  : close ; ^ 
encounter: w ith  the flames* - B i l  | tf i f  « r

With the:
Saturday ; night.#
were under .con tro l b y . the u r a  
were burned* with an estimated 
in  the' fire#-;;'^ '\ : .  ,• ^  ■■ •&, Wi? 7; -

tiowa a i r 9*15 \-.}V 
and befçre the flames 
hundred. b u ild in g s’ 
Two liv e s  were lost.".

A r e l ie f  t r a in  on the Northern Pacific1., s ta rted  from Wallace about 10 ;00 p.m#,:, 
loaded with • women and ch ild ren , They picked up many more refugees a t . Mullan . 
and Saltese, and arrived in  Missoula^ Sunday morning#; r . y  y : |Jf gj

All day Sunday new reports of te r r ib le  loss, of l i f e  came in., a s ’ the^acorohed 
and .burned suryivprs of various f ire f ig h tin g  crews stumbled" wearily in to  town, ^  
with ta le s  of te r ro r  and d isaster*  • i  J ;

The t e r r i f i c  -uprush of f i r e  from the St# Joe drainage across the divide caught; 
every f ire f ig h tin g  crew in th a t te r r i to ry ,  and they -were doomed unless they y  
could .find a .safe;.place to  Weather the blast" of /flame • The sto ry  of each of ‘ 
th e . seven Coeur d ’Alene!crews caught in  the f i r e  is  taken from:.Supervisor Weiglers 
report of June>24* 19110 1



Pn lask i’a Grew *■» Placer Creek . ' '

wMr, Pulaski, who i s  about fo rty  years of age, is  a man of most excellen t judg- - 
ment, conservative, thoroughly acquainted with th e  region* having prospected * 
throughout the burned area during the la s t  twenty-five years, and is  considered 
by the old tim ers in  the region as one of the best and'^safe s t men th a t could 
have been'placed in  charge of a crew of men in the h ills*  'Mr. Pulaski was ; in  : 
charge of about one hundred f i f ty  m en'distributed over a distance of several |  •'* 
miles along the divide between Big Greek.of the Coeur d ’Alene Hiver and Big 
Creek of th e .S t. Joe River* When the danger conditions became imminent he 
rounded up about fo rty  of h is  men who were 'in 'the danger zone and cut" o ff  from ;; 
safety  on the west side of the f i r e  where the other men were located and s ta r te d  - 
with them down the mountain bo ward Wallace, .a' distance of ten  m iles.: When he 
got about ha lf way however he found th a t he was cut -off by new f i r e s • At .the " . t;' 
s ig h t of th is  jhis men became panic stricken , but he assured them th a t  he would 
s t i l l  get. them to  a, placo of safety* Being, thoroughly fam ilia r with the region. .-,1 
he. kaew of- two prospect tunnels near -by^^the sh o rtsr -being'uboutr f i f ty ' feet" in  *;*^Tr 
length and the longer.about one hundred fee t in leng th0 Not being c e r ta in  as 
to  whether- or not he could reach the la rg est and sa fe s t, by putting  a net gunny 
sack over his head; he penetrated th e .dense smoke to  where he could see th e .• 
la rg e s t tunnel, and finding i t  was safe he rushed back to h is  men and hurried  . ...
them to  the tunnel, ge tting  them:there ju s t in/tiiné to  get them inside before
the f ire  reached them. The portion of his crow with him consisted of forty-tw o
men and two horses. He got a l l  of h is men and horses inside of the tunnel, with
the exception of one man who had fa lle n  a few hundred fee t behind and was caught 
by tHq • f i r e  before he could roach the tunnel. The in t e nse he a t caupëd by the
fo res t f i r e  outside of the tunnel caused the cold a i r  of the tunnel to  rush out ... r"'
and: th e * smokef and hot a ir  to rush in c The tim bers-supporting the tunnel caught 
f i r e  and Pulaski stood as near to the mouth of the tunnel as he could, and from
a l i t t l e  stream th a t flowed from, the bottom of the tunnel dipped- water with h is  ^
hat to  dash upon tho burning timbers, u n til  Ho was badly burned and f e l l  uncon- . 
scious., - Prior to  bo coming uhconscioms himself ho had commanded a l l  h is  men-to : 
l i e  on th e ir  faces fo r p ro tec tion . A ll of the men. were evidently  unconscious . / 
fo r a portion of the time,. One of the men However, having sustained le s s  in jury  
than the others, recovered to  the e x te n t , th a t he Was able to  crawl out of-the; 
tunnel,"’.and- the  f i r e s  by th is ’ time had subsided su ff ic ie n tly  fo r him to- drag : *
himself in to  Wallace and n o tify  the F o re s t•Off ic e * This was about three, o ’clock 
in the morning. ...A-.erevr was immediately, sent, to the .tunnel and  a l l  of the men. and 
the horses- were removed, Although nearly a l l  of the forty-two men were s t i l l  in; 
a helpless condition a fte r  being taken to the hosp ita l in W allace,: they rap id ly  
recovered th e ir  streng th , with the exception of five:'who had smothered before 
they were reached. '.The two horses, a lth o u g h .s till  liv in g , were in  such bad , f
condition th a t they were immediately shot, - The man who fa iled  to- get in to  the 
tunnel was burnod beyond recognition . Had not Pulaski known the loca tion  o f th is  
tunnel every one of the forty-two men in. his;crew^would have perished . ” ,

Bellas' Crew -  Middle . Fork...Big Creek .. V '

«Mr. John W, Bell is  a man of about th ir ty -f iv e  years of age, thoroughly .acquainted 
with mountain conditions, having spent a large part of h is  l i f e  in  th is  western ¿.y||| 
country, .He Í 3 a conservative and thoughtful and an a l l  around man of the  . j ./- . 
mountains. He had his-crew, consisting  of. about f i f t y  men, working in  conjunction ; 
with Pulaski’s crew a t the head of the middle fork of Big Creek, When the ^



t e r r i f i c  windstorm arose and f i r e s  were s ta rted  in many new places.he sought ' 
safety  on a small clearing on the homestead claim of Joseph‘Beauchamp. Under 
ordinary conditions th is  place* consisting  of a c learing  of about two acres, .; | 
would hare'been su f f ic ie n t . to offer: protection* A small^stream¡flowed through 
the opening' and some of the men protected themselves by lying down in  the stream* 
while seven sought : sh e lte r  in a small cave th a t had been dug fo r the purpose: -: 
of sto ring  the belongings of Mr* Beauchamp. The t e r r i f i c  storm, th a t preceded th e . q:. •.
f i r e  by about a minute, which was of course in ten s ified  by the f i r e ,  overturned- 
and broke off p rac tic a lly  every tre e  of a dense fo res t in  .this region. The 
seven men- who sought sh e lte r  in  the cave were burned beyond recogn ition  %nd 
three others who -were in. the stream were k ille d  by a fa l l in g  tree* -. This ¿ p p n - : y " y ' y  
s t i tu te d  th e ; number of dead of th is  crew, but the remainder who .sough-t sh e lte r  
in the creek had th e ir  h a ir  burned off. the back part of -their, heads • /
skin a l l  burned from th e ir  necks, besides being nearly  suffocated from th e •smoke• •
One of the so injured men made h is way into Wallace,' a distance of twelve m iles, „ ÿ 
by nine o ?clpck on Sunday morning,. the. day a f te r  they wore in ju red . Judging f  • | |  
from .the., d is tre s s  of the men in Pulaski crew I. h a d ,airsady p u t a crew of w -  
seventeen men' to  work cutting out a t r a i l '  leading to th is  point, and upon lea rn - • 
ing the condition of the men I immediately sent out two doctors, on fo o t, wi^h a ; . .. f 
crew of men with medicines, blankets and provisions, to  help the in jured  men* &
I t  required a crew of seventeen men working a l l  day Sunday, Sunday night*.: Monday^ 
and Monday"night- to  open the t r a i l  to  the injured men twelve m iles from Wallace* *
This enabled me to get pack horses in to  the injured men and they were brought 
to  Wallacél ;'With’ the exception of two men who had friends a t th is  place the ■ 
dead men w ereburied near the spot,where they died, a few days la te r*  Reverend-, jj 
Carter, a Congregational m inister a t Wallace, volunteered to  • go along with .the . ; 
b u ria l crew, to  give- C hristian  bu ria l, to  thé ji§.ado All of .this-'..crew*••'with ,the - r • r r ? ;; 
exception oï. the ten  men. who were k il le d , speedily reçovëre’d ifrom th e ir  in ju rie s  .. ^  
at. th e ,h o sp ita l a t Wallace*' . The Beauchamp cabin was located on the Middle Fork : 
o f  Big Creek in Section 27, | Township' 47 North, Range 3 E ast*n v v V’>$

Rock’s ;Crew -  Setzer Creek ,:.y;".. T. 0  f 4 . .Vy.̂ '̂  y § . • ’ ;

«Mr,. William :H. Rock is  a: man about/tw enty-five years of age, having served fo r  |  ly
two years ' in. the region in which he was figh ting  f i r e 5 therefore .he yas;: thoroughly \
acquainted with the d e ta ils  of the region .where his • men were working. • He had a ; 
crew of approximately seventy men about s ix  miles northeast of Averv, Idaho* -
When the t e r r i f i c  windstorm arose and the f i r e s  s ta r te d  .up in  many, places he + _ lt
found he was cut o ff from ge tting  : h is  men out to  Avery. Therefore, healed them;' y \ y 
to  an area th a t had hirned over the .day before. This proved to be ,a  place of^ ■■ : y.,
absolute, safety  and a l l  the men came out uninjured* As. evening drew, on the., f i r e s -  
were burning up so te r r i f ic a l ly  th a t huge columns of smoko which contained large , , 
quan tities of combustihle m aterial would frequently  burst in to  flames th a t would. , 
shoot in to  the sky fo r thousands of .feet* This, some of the men to ld  la te r ,  
frightened'Oscar.W eigort to the extent of h is wanting to  k i l l  him self. Ho tow- ■ ; 
ever le f t  the crew without anyone" k i ^^ ng ; ;it'-;a f t i m e ,  and even though two 
shots w ereheard no one knew th a t he; had taken h is l i f e  u n t i l  theyfoliowing morn*» 
ing. Mr. Rock had.his crew in perfect safety , and the unfortunate happening to  . yÿ 
Mr. Weigert was a m atter e n tire ly  beyond the control of Mr. Rock who was in 
charge* The location  of W eigert’s death was somewhere on .the ridge, cn the' east 
side of Setze.r Creek, , . I * . , -

- 7-
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P ^ u i . i l  Crev -  Setzer Creek v¡/f;r. ' ■ ;• !/|f

{:»Mr: Debitt ís.'about th ir ty - f iv e  years of age. Ha was in  ch^ e 
during the la s t  four y e a r s ..Having headquarters w ithin s ix  miles o . w. ■
men perished? .therefore was thoroughly, acquainted w ith a l l  - í "
mip-ht have led to the protection of the men. ' Owing , to  the, fac t th a t . .
general charge of the d i s t r i c t  he was away from the men when they g r is te d ,^ b u t  
a few hours- preceding th is ,  seeihg that, danger was imminent; he sent .Charles , 
L llivan ,lw ho  was th en  serving as Deputy S heriff a t Aveiy* into where, .a b o ^  v
seventy men we're working, on- Setzer Creek,', te l l in g  these ;r--;
lrarodlately aa thoi« was danger.of being hemmed in  by the f  ire  « SIX ox.the 
men o W e S t  with -the- exception of twenty-eight who thought there, was no ganger - 
and r e f u s é ^  comevi: All of these twenty-eight were burned beyond .recognition :. ;  
a feW hours afterward," ' These men. were '.a ll wrapped in  bláhkets and sew #/;in  ,•

• heavy b S I s  I d  buried where  ̂ they were burned, .The bodies o f  th e ^ e n  were. .. . 
■found in the. extreme head o f  Storm Creek; the next drainage west o f  6e tz e r  Creek^ 
in  Section 29, TownShxp;46:. North, ; Range; T  Bast• »r- •• •- ' '-V-;. :|  /

Holiingshe ad1 s. ; Crew — West .Fork Big Creek ■■ ■ ’ », /  .v, 'Í

«Mr Hollingshead is  about twenty-two years of age® Although a young man,, he 
h «  a l w s  S x ro ised  good Judgment. He is  conservative and had “ Forsst
Guard in the inmediata region in  which ho had charge,Of. men fo r two years; 
thorefcre was thoroughly froniliar -with the country. He .had ™ .
the west fork c f Big Creek figh ting , a f i r e  th a t was coming northeast from T rout

df about s ix ty  mon. limn the t e r r i f ic  winds, sca tte red  the 
f i r e s ’ a31 over th^^region .and they  d is ^ v è re d ^ tb it ' th sy 'v ^ ;sü rro iin d o d  .by T ire ...

; a i l  o f tils ' jnaiif m tf r  t ío  ’exception of nineteen, -worked through the -.fire to
f  p t ó ^ o f l I S t e  bn an area th a t had previously burned over. Nineteen of these
n J ,  being :íhbr¿L hÍy ;p a t c  .stricken ,
p l i t t l e  cabin where five pack horses w ere-stationed. They found th  jt;p n g  1 i r .; 
w a s  a ll. around them. They wont in to  the cabin and remained the^e u h ti^ s th ^  r u ^  
bogan fa lling , in* They rushed, out • of th is  and tr ie d  to  b r e a k  thjou^H th |i  f t e '  « 
l in e ,-  but.: t S f i r e  was so t e r r i f i c  bha^rbightean outi-of the n inete |n  ;p |r ish e d  in  

•the flames 'within: a fëw feet, qf the cabitu,- 0 s r n i ^ t e ^
worked h is  why-through the f i r e 'l i n e  and came out t o t h e  S t . Joe. tup days la t^ r  

' with a ll-o f  the skin off of h is face and’hands and h is c lo th ing>p ra c tic a lly  . . ;

Mr. HolDingshead the next day went' into, the place where these men. peris^o 
fn1irij  eighteen, man, five horses ' and a' large b lack  bear th a t had perished ...
flames' a l l  ~ a t  "the same place. The men'were trapped in  blankets and,, b |U V ||; and 

- buried where r-thêy‘ perished, : They were a l l  burned beyond recognition. , Th9 cab^i 
where those mbh/perished was known as the Henry Dittman, cabins i,i
tr ib u ta ry  o£ ;|ig |C reek; known as De adman Gulch near the south l in e /o f  h e o t i ^ ^ .
35, Township 47 îlorth, Range’2 E a s t,” ^ 0 Í  ~

. , Dnniel3on,fs Crew -  SteVeng_JPonk J ' “ .

"Jamos Danielson-“Is  a young man about twenty-two years o ld . 'É ¡¡¡¡$  hSJ
was thoroughly’ acquainted with woods,-work and had boen ^  1
times wberb-his crew was located; therefore was thoroughly fem 1 J ;  ^ ‘d fc

: lo ca tion . He,had eighteen men in his crew. . When he : found he- was suTrou^Usa,.oy;.
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f i r e  he took h is  men« to  an open parìe near the. timber: lin e  which contained ^  V 
y± ht  covering of bear grass • They burned o ff  a large area in th is  park, th ink - 
in i  that, by só doing they would have absolute pro tection , and the 'general 
appearances would indicate  th a t they .did have protection of ;the,.very best kind,. 
When the te r r i f ic ,  f i r e s  however approached th is  area, instead., of stopping when , 
the burned area was reached, as would be expected, they continued to  burn over ,• 
the same, area the second tim e, . The men in  Danielson's charge had th e i r  blankets 
with them which'served as th e ir  only protection* They held these blankets over 
th e ir  heads u n ti l  the flames had p ra c tic a lly  consumed them. One of the men* 
however, by accident inhaled the flames and perished on the spot* The o ther men 
were very badly burned about the face and hands* The f i r e  reached these men about 
nine o*clock Saturday evening• Early Sunday morning Mr. Danielsoii, although 
badly in ju re d ,. worked his way into Mullan, a distance of five miles* ahd 
the news* Pack horses were immediately sent to  the placé and thé men, although  ̂
badly, in jured,, wore, brought to Mullan and given medical a tten tio n ,a tv ;PrtffCeys» = 
o ffice  before they were brought to  Wall ape a t 2.00. p*m. by spec i a l  tra in - which..

" re ceivecTthrough 'the kindness of thé;Hortherii;.Pacific Railway- C orapany. ' Thése_ ~ 
men were a l l  placed I n  the Wallace Hospital, where : they remained from one to  s ix  ' 
weeks, and all: recovered with the exception.of three men who have s t i f f  hands. --e;

. Taylor Ts Gréé: -B u llio n  Mine - j ** ' {* , *

«S* M* Taylor is  :a man of about fo r ty  years of age and a conservâtive, i n t e l l i -  - 
gent fellow, thoroughly able to handle men and a prospector in th is ,re g io p  -for . , . : 
many' years*' He-hadì Charge of the- Bullion f i r e  along the Mòntana-Idahp l in e  p a s t 
of Wallace * • -  Whe n^lir.. Taylor discovered tha t he was surrounded by f i r e s  -he took •_ 
h is crew, consisting  of about s ix ty  men, to the- ;tunnél o f.th e  B u llied  mi|o^-,which' 
seemed to Mr.-'Taylor to o ffe r  abso lu te .p ro tection . Ono of the men, 
who was with the 'crew, knew..the. tunnel- thoroughly owing to the fac t th a t  lie had 
made i t . ^  Most o f the crew who- went in to  the tunnel passed an overhead a i r  shaft . v 
■Eight of: the men however d id ' not do t h i s ,and the. smoke rushed in ^ ta  where these : ■ 
eipht men were located and suffocated them* • The remaining crew came out ,a. lew  
hours afterward without any in ju ry ; neither, had they experienced any inconvenience 
during the. time they were in  the tunnel.. Mr. Taylor' imm odiately-notified me. of 
the conditions' and although th is  was within about four miles of the Northern 
ï^ ific^ feU w ay j^ sev éra l large .tre s tle s : along the mountain had, burned-put * /th e re -  

: fore I eduld not depend wholly upon the .railroad  tó  bring these dead men to  -  •
Wallace, ¿ o - irie a t* a  crew of men the «next day, to  bury the..dead :bod^s* | =^bo^ . * :
ten days la te r ,  when the r a i l ro a d ;^ é : ^ f i c i é h t l ÿ ;̂ éP4 red on both sides of the 
mountain to make' i t  more convenient fo r handling, these bodies, I  sent a crew of 
men to  the place with pack, horses to  d is in te r  the bodies and bring 4hgm..-to the,; ,. 
ra ilro ad , '^ e re : through the kindne ss.Cor the Northern Pacific Railway -Cpmpjny ^  
special car brought-them across the mountain to  Dorsey, .At th is  point a - t r e s t le  
was s t i l l  not replaced and the dead bodiesewere transferred  to another specia l . 
t r a in  sent out from Wallace. The bodies were.delivered a t the morgue a t Wallace, 
and prepared fo r b u ria l and a few days la te r  they were given C hristian  b u ria l in  .
the Wal l aèe- c e m e t e r y » * ? Sfe ‘ , ' j*

Joe;Halm1 a Grow S t. Joo River | |  * • , C* ’ • _ ■ |§ J P  \

»For m m Ì f Ì  u s i  n f ts r  tho great f i r s  i t ; was believed tha t Ranger Joo Halil hod 
perished with h is  crow of six teen con. Holm nod *er.e back ia to  the S t. Jos 
wilderness, 65 n ilo s  across the B itte rro o t range, to  fig h t the Boar. Creek f i r e .



On the 20th , when the great wind swept", the country, the crew was surrounded by 
f  ire  and forced to  take- refuge on a sand bar in the S i . Joe River^ liear the  mouth 
of Bean Creek'*' .H ere they weathered the f i r e ,  which swept the. e n tire  upper S t.
J og drainage, : The sto ry  of th is  party .has been well to ld  in an a r t i c l e  by Halm 1 
in  the July 1930 issue, of * American Forests and fo re s t  .Life • f :

*• : ’ / * - v- I. * . ‘hr *;•. h *r . .. if. ' / - -V * ■“ y  ;• • . . • - t • , *•' * p \ ? * r .. . "» • . ■ *  ̂ ' **‘̂5 * A
.’’Their two packers f led  across the  range ju s t ahead of the flam es.,tak ing  only 
one horse. with them* The e n tire  pack t r a in  had to be abandoned a n d ;a ll of .the- , 
horses were burned* ' •*- » ' • *, ' f’, ' ’ , ■ ‘ .. V '*

”I t  was no t t i l l  a week l a t e r  t h a t  Deputy ■ Supervisor Roscoe Haines, , coming -to ;• 
the- rescue of the party  from Iron . Mountain, located' the crew and brought . word 
th e ir  sa fe ty *11 ; * " . ^  . / ffj .

The M ilwauiceo Railroad ; '?Vy. r*y

jRt the time of the great f i r e  the C.M* & fH$0. Railroad had ju s t been opened . . . 
through the S t. Joe,.territory*  i While tra in s  were, runnings the many high tim ber 
bridges had not yet been f i l l e d ,  rind, there was much construction S t i l l  -
under way* The whole twenty-five-, miles o f . ra ilro ad  through the ragged country 
between Avery ani- the Taft Tunnel was swept by a consuming b las t \of' hot
that-p ick  handles lying in ’the open beside the; tr ic k  w érèu tte r ly  c o n su ^ d . / v 
Considering- the: number., of people I n  th is  : sect ion and the ; severity  1 of the f  ^  
i t ; is  almost- miraculous th a t  ̂  no : liv e s  .were lo s t  along the  railroad* '.G reat, c re d it 
is  due G, H* .Marshall, superintendent* and; W*. R..'Linking, chief carpen ter, o f  : 
the Missoula d iv is io n . ; Under d irec tio n  of _the sem en tile  town of-Avery wàs' evacu­
ated; py .special tra in .. Between'Avery and' the ; Taft:.|knnel
1,000 p eo p lem a in ly  railway workers : and . th e ir  wive s and children* .^.The se were 
picked ; up by; kork t r a in s , : a t the last'moment,' with bridges ^blazing,;.- and a t ,  - 
immihent danger t  o the ' trainmen ’ s liv es  * .Trains were run into1 tunnels and held 

; there ¿ i l i  :the’f  ire  swept by, consuming everything up to t  he tunnel' p o rta ls . 
Sixteen bridges, from 120 to  775 fee t in  length, were burned in  th is  section* ,

Individual Experiences v A . ^  * 7 /  , 1 * : '' - - ; |  , f e

ConsiderIng ihh' number of people, miners, homesteaders, e tc . , ' sca tte red  through 
the mountains, i t  is  r^ a rk a b le  th a t th e re  "was not g rea ter loss of :
p a rtie s  had Very-narrow escapes* ” * , *” * v?$

While Wallace was burning ,, Mrs » ’’Speedy” Swift, with, her baby, was hemmed  ̂in  by . 
the f i r e  at the Word ranch, on KLacer. Greek, fou r miles' from Wallace, together - i: 
w ith 'a  dozen f i r e f ig h te r s .  ? -They b a ttled  the /f ire .-a ll  through the • night^w ith wet 
gunny sacks over th e i r  heads . The house was saved, but a l l  other build ings 
burned, rand i t  was not t i l l  th e 'n ex t m orning;that1 her husband,- who was in  „ 
W allace lea rn ed  of ..his wife !s su rv iva l. 'p

The Pattison party , consisting, of Mr, and Mrs. E. H. Fattison of Wallace and 
five  other men, had an extremely narrow escape. They were working a mine 
Sherlock Creek, n ear 'th e  head of the St* Joe River‘.when the conflagration, of :the,.^ 
20th struck them,. -When the tornado of f ire  and wizid swept around them, they 
were able by g ro a t hood fortune to get through'^ l in e  of the • fir©:, to- h  ;.fphsnly * :- 
b u r n e d  arda-where- they .weathered the storm, .Scorched and half-b linded  by. the



euoko, they »ade the
roüntaÍB, Montana, One member o f the, party. Con Robert

thirty miles down Cedar Crook to Iron

wooden le  Hi got 20 he party in the smoko m
s prospector with a 
flame® His body was

found about a week later , half consumed,

Mr* and Mrs® George Cook of Mullan, Idaho, were working at the Silver Cable min* 
near the head of the St» Hegia River* When the- uprush o f the f ir e  struck them 
on the 20th they were forced to flee  across a high divide and down Prospect 
Creek 30 miles to Thompson F alls, Miraculously,- they made it* through f ir e  and 
smoke® Fortunately, the fire  lagged somewhat on the creek. bottom, md though 11 
swept clear ahead of them on both sides of Prospect Crook* by walking a l l  night 
and the next day the exhausted couple reached safety.

Several parties of miners, caught in the conflagration, managud to survive by 
retreating to min» tunnels,

d and Payment of Claims

Owing to the great d iff ic u lt ie s  of transportation, most of the dead fire figh ters  
bodies mm  buried where they lay* A great many of them were burned beyond' a l l  
hoi» of identification* The eight dead men at the Bullion mine vara temporarily 
burled* la a long trench, but a week or ten days let 
bodies mo red to the Wallace Cemetery •

were disinterred

Host of the other bodies lay In the temporary graves u n til 19 
three corpses were exhumed under contract with a loca l umderfc 
| 60*15 each, and reburied in the cm 
tion b i l l  carried an item of 1500 to 
and headstones wer» erected *

Lfty- 
cost 03

|  ji* Merles* In 1924 the appropria- 
arkiag the graves, and a suitable monument

y  m>

The treatment of the injured men immediately after the f ir s  presented many d if f i ­
cu ltie s  Some of the survivors were terrib ly  burned, and most o f them suffering  
from eye or lung damage from the smoke*- The records show that 101 men were given 
hospital treatment on the Coeur d fAlese Forest*

Fiscal d if f ic u lt ie s  and lack o 
groat d iff ic u lty  in caring for the injured men* 
contributions from the Forest Service personnel 
4.W s&%#§ which met most immediate needs*

egal authorisation and appropriations created 
. fund of 11,700 was,, raised  
nd |ï,ÏÏ0d'was contributed by

Th» m isent Employees1 Compensation not did not ex ist at the time, - but Cong 
fin a lly  passed a general deficiency  
c0s :p M «tioa  to .injured mn w».‘ the

mknowr m m  to mmk other, and
fin a l mmMmm 
wai m  mormoni 
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avlD

ow„nH the f 3 re a. day or two previously and i t  was apparently in  good -shape and;- 
n T a  :Of line  was being lo s t .  The f i r e  had of course been-projected | g
by th is  time and J .  E. Bréen, Ranger»; s ta tioned  a t Taft was in  charge.

"The day- of August 20 d iffered  very l i t t l e  from preceding days, there  was l i t t l e  
wind noticeable and there was no premonition of the  calam ity about to  occur. Jiy 
crew had a hard job holding a section  of lin e  tnder the f i r e  on a p rec ip itous _ 
slope and i t  took us u n t i l  dark to  get everything in  good shape to  leave t a r  the 
n ig h t. Even in  those days we had discovered the f u t i l i t y  of leaving out n ight: : . 
patrolmen-‘except in extreme instances and I took a l l  my crew ™
nirht',- which proved to  be a very fo rtunate  circumstance. As «3 had.no l a n t e r n . ;
or other., means c f  a l ig h t, I reco llec t th a t i t  was so dark th a t we_ oould o n lr  ; .̂  
follow  the1 f i r e  lin e  w ith ^ if f ic iil t^ ,-o n e  nia.n ..pi:ting.lost.
was some, toyget him back on the l in e ,  . ¡ 0  ÿ •< . ; g g #  | | j j

»A hàùbétnê^ iiir^*  while we‘were bn our way into ' csmp> we’ v e r i  s t a r t l e d b y  
- Æ ÿ ^ h S & e n t l y  :a, couple of fe e t long
a hÜn^ed-yàrds: ffem. the camp. J .s e n tJ ^ m e r p  from the camp to  lo c ^ e  th K  _  
phenomenon'and h a s tily  got something to eat and went to bed, dog t i r e d .  -

"At midnight, or shortly  a f te r , the night cook woke me up probably alarmed by 
the' noiso?th a t the r e l i e f  t r a in  from Wallace was, making on- i t s  way eas t -  the - 
ënsihèef^& s -blowing the >whistle in te rm itte n tly ,to  warn people,
l lv e V  ;}fow^tf,cthe t r a in  did  not wait fo r us, although there were ta  the - ,

*n camp. By th is  time, .,the flames ^ e  .begiraingyt _ ..
sh o w 's  tho horizon and the roar of :%S:ffi-e was ..becoming -ife
a ^ e b e d i a b v e # » : «  I knew were dependable-

• bur supplies wore unloaded to toko care.,of some prov^sxc^t-:i!,;1::̂ :̂
unloaded îh tÿ  previous' afternoon.*; -M® accomplished our object ahd‘ . ?
returning to the camp with fo u r or five  water b a rre ls  th a t thç ..rn ilroad  company 
had sent8out fo r  use on bridges when we met th e  e n tire  crew, bactly 
and apparently leaving the country. The f i r e  by th is  time was an aw e-inspiring 
Ecoctacle tho whole horizon to  the west was aflame and the noise caused by 
f S l in g  t îm S r  «Sa t e r r i f i c .  ; In addition , our f i r e  wis out of con tro l and rag- ,
ing across the lin o s .below us to the southeast and our only,avenue of escape -  , 
e ffec tu a lly  cut off* , - ' |  ‘

,tmv 'P-itp nrew led  by one of the foremen,* had
tin g  into a ra ilro a d  tunnel at Borax as they thought i t  was the J
escape the f i r e .  Knowing from experience gained trav e lin g  th ro iig ^ th js  j |
on patro l th a t  th e re  was always a strong a ir  current through i t ,  J  b in d in g  th a t '-  
tn-minê back a l l  of the crew but th e  foreman and , one other man 
ï h ^  « r e  clone they soon followed W  back to  the camp ground. , ° ^ h e  « W  
th| yTw  Titus who^had arrived ' in  camt> the previous afternoou w ith^jdetachm enti 
n t  T O O T i l n u  s o l d i e r s  fo r the purpose of ÿ à ita ll in g  the f.ira l in e s . -He and h is  men

to fnlTrtwlhi u p  tho f ire f ig h te rs  ns they had no,drit ent.ion of remaining in  camp ; 
' S f ^  i S  u e u ta n ^ t  ^ s  a ^ e a b ie H o  4  p ïa n :ï  su g g e s t^
W  S k  so^we ; returned to  camp and-speedily
nnd immediately set- a backfire which spread rap id ly  -outward drawn T^ ;the su c tio ^ ^  

' of the main fire*..- ; . -• f 0 - t : 16 j ;V

nRv th is  time the roar of the oncoming f i r e 1 was/so great d;hat itJwas only w i t t  , 
d if f ic u lty  th - t  conversation could be c a rried  on with a person standing a y

-13-



sid e . The vanguard of the. f ire  was sweeping over us and the h i l l s  a l l  around : 
us were catching f i r e  and soon were a.raging mass of flames* . Our: backfire had 
burned out perhaps one or two hundred yards before the-main fron t of the f i r e  

: s t r u c k  and .when they came together the,heated a i r  current f i l l e d  with cinders 
swirled, down upon, us and fo r  a sho rt: space of time, th a t  seemed an e tern ity*  we 
gasped and.choked fo r a ir  and were blinded by smoke• F inally  th e^ a ir  cleared 
and we found tha t nearly .everything .inside our f i r e  lin e  wap burning th a t had . 
not been wet down*, fo rtunately  .the ground was fa ir ly ; c lea r ,of refuse and the _ 
buildings and ten ts  had a l l  been -Soaked with water, and did,not catch f i r e  * v -l:;:

»Outside of a few meu who. were tem porarily blinded by smoke, the ere w wére- a l l
in  f a ir ly  good shape* One man who thought he had gone, blind was thwart on ih .an  ...v
attempt to  take h is l i f e ,  We were also fortunate in  having a week^s/supply of 

. provisions ahead* Everyone' was too nearly exhausted and weak from the- e ffec ts  . 
of the smoke to  be much concerned about anything the f i r s t  day, and although an 
attempt was" made..to. get:: through to  the other crews ,:/t he ground was • 111 vhot .5 ■* 

. k  to  do so , ! However¿ a. timekeeper with the Bullion crew managedto get through; /^, ;
* with the news th a t eight of the men in  th a t crew had perished in  the B u lló n
* tunnel* I attempted to get through to  Sáltese with th is  message and: met _J*, /
1’ Breen coming up on á speeder so returned to camp and Breen went back to  Sáltese

to  report* The f i r e  was s t i l l  burning brisk ly , along the ra ilro ad  and the chance 
fo r  suf fo eat ion whs cons ide rabie as i t  Was impossible jpo t e l l  what: one 
running in to  as in  places the flames were shooting across' the r a i l s  and $he 
smoke was blinding*' However, I  succeeded in getting, back to camp' and the^follow - 
ing day U e u t* Titus* J^hn Baird, and I went into the Bullion mine, id e n tif ie d  - 
the bodies, there , .wrapped them in. blankets, and in te rred  them in a long s h a l lo w e  r  
trench, side by side * ' Several days la te r  Baird and 1 d is in te rred  th ree  of the . , 
bodies, lashed them' on horses. and took them over to B otsville where we turned 
them -over tor a troop of so ld iers to  take into . Wallace * /  These men were Larry^ 
fhrson, a Wallace miner, and two young men,' Leslie Z elle rs  and Val .Nicholson from- 
Kellogg*■ The^remaining bodies were d is in te rred  a  week or ten  days l a te r ,  .when .. 
th e ' ra ilro a d vresume.d operations* > J I f

«The story  of the experience of th e , men in  the Bull ion /tunnel, is  worth recount**«. „
* £ng. .Their f i r s t  knowledge: of the - f i r e  came when .a section  of af limb of a tre e  J; 

as b ig  a s a  man’s forearm f e l l  out of the air* s tr ik in g  a sleeping mandón the^
■ leg , .causing a serious .bruise * On awakening, th is  man perceived th e ^ f ire  coming ,

" Up Bullion Creek "and' ¿he crow barely  had time-:to::re.ach the Bullion, tii^nel after., ? 
he ' awakened them although i t  was only a short /distance from :the. pampV: jOnp^men*ert: 
0f  the crew parried  his .blankets into, the tunnel and "it was only,, through t h i s -  •**

■ circumstance th a t  any. .of .the crew were saved. ;These: blankets were s tre tch ed  >:
across1 ̂lák'f& so o f/.á k i t t l e / d r i f t  '

 ̂e ig h t m t  went /in to  : th is ,;d rif t* r The; o ther eight men apparently dropped in. th e ir , 
tracks aki from" a l l  appearances, died in s ta n tly  without any agony or suffering* - 
Of the men in the d r i f t ,  several were suffering from- the e ffec ts  of smoke and ‘ 
bad a ir ,  but there  were no; casuslties;-, ^ ...................o' Jy k ‘- V k

»The spectacle of th is  f i r e  was awe-inspiring almost beyond b e lie f  and^vas su f-  . j  
f ic ie n t to  s trik e  te r ro r  to  the strongest heart 5 i t  seemed a hopeless- task  to  
attempt anything th a t would d ivert the path of so ru th less a monster? many grown 
men in the crew were absolutely help less and ,there..weie several wha could only 
weep, or moan, believing they were doomed. The fa c t . t h a t .we were s itu a ted  on, a



esmflll knoll f a i r ly  c le a r  ’and su ff ic ie n tly  elevated to a l ] evlat.e 'the danger of-i ;■ 
suffocation,, and -the- fa c t th a t  our:i backfire s piead so rapidly; accounts', b e lieve ,- -
fo r our pul] ing through.-p The water in  the .stream below us became almos tyboiling; . • 
hot and Was," I judge, too hot to  be borne had i t  been necescarf to^take^to  -the 
water*1 dense-stand of . timber, a .short ways from our camp was- laid-•i.iab-so 
ground and in  p i ace s Igrge tree s  - were l i f te d  bodily, out of the'-ground and^, ; ^  •
deposited sòme ■ a i t i l e  distance from where tliey  o rig in a lly  s t o o d . ’ * ' _ * ‘ .T

«Our backfire' was resp on sib le  fo r  breaking the fury "of the main fro n t  
f i r e  and h- considerable area' back o f  our camp and . in  l in e  with the d ir e c t io n  p i ,> 
the f ir e  was merely spotted with f ir e .» - , In t h i s . area at daybreak we discoyered. -n -. ;7 
that' there w ere'eight or te n  head o f -deer that Showed no signs.. o f fea r  on 
approach. They remained around the camp u n t i l  the ashes.had coo led » o-

’’On the next- day following the f i r e  we took steps tP  save^a ra ilro ad  bridge and ;• 
tu h n è t- tó c h ; -were tem porarily  saved by p u r  backfire ! but ’ which ¡/would undoubtedly-1g 
have, burned had we not put out the f i r e s  th a t s t i l l  tu rn ed  near them  ♦” 1 if; ■;

. ;; ■ \ .U,' À .■ 'V.;.. ' p-vj ... ‘ir* V : | jp ' ; . . ; ' j.
V I .  C a b i n e t  N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t   ̂ r ’ ,

The Cabinet Forest suffered a tremendous loss from f i r e  : in  1910, but ̂ t^ ,;  g rea te r •. . 
part of the damage was done in two days when the f i r e s  from the S t. fop ,>{>
Clearwater swept across the high divide, c lear across the Clark Fork val l 87> ah* 
bevond to  thè Kootenai F o rest.' There were a t  lea s t three large f i r e s  Which cerna 
across the d iv ideé The great S t, Joe fire,vwhich, burned Wallace and ^ B o rg ia ,;• ^  .. 
crossed the range: dnd threw a long spur south of .irospeet ..Creek ¿ e a r  to  the ^  _  
Clark Fork River. Two f ire s  swept out. of the
one from T ra il Greek and one from the extreme; head of the r iv e r .' ;B o t h , . . 
f i r e s  crossed the Clark Fork va lley , destroying homesteads, towns and s a ^ i l i s .
The ra ilro a d •s ta tio n  a t Tuscor was burned, and Ed Donlan lo s t ' h is >mill a t r o u t  ? 
Creek,' w itb most^of his equipment,, including 25 head of horses,* the  ;pigs phe . y
pen, and 03 m illion  fe e t of white pine lumber. Many ranches wereLburned., : , v  f

Four f ire f ig h te rs  lo s t  th e ir  lives, on Swamp'Creek. The following s to ry  i s  
quoted from the o f f ic ia l  repo rts  •. ( » 1  ‘j

T u s c o r  F i r e  » , 4 , \  *- r j

«H,f ' S .  ’K a u f m a n ,  - F o r e s t  R a n g e r ,  i n  c h a r g e .  - .a  v • • ’ * .

.«Roy Engle, of-Noxon, Montana, was- d ir e c t ly  in  charge of; the parl^; in  which ̂ pss^ ; » 
o f ¿ i f e  'pccurred. :  ̂¿A .v

«.For a ^ r a l ^ s  before August 21y 1910, Roy .Engle • was wdrking on Swamp Grepk | g  
on whab~ whs known as th e ’Swamp Greek division; of the Tuscor f i r e .  His crai* a- ^  
was composed o f  about 25 men. On Augusts. 21 th is  crew was working up^Swamp 
Creek about 10’ to  12 ’ m iles- from i t s  mouth; • Ranger Kaufman, : who was;' in^charge 
of the f ire ', was working ~with a crew along Clark Fork River;.at. the mouth of ;
Swamp8 Creek I S  S e  afternoon ofA ugust. 20, a strong wind sprung M M  
the f ire s  in a l l  d irec tio n s . Realizing the dangerous, p o sitio n 'o f Engle s crew, . 
R anger Kaufman sen t a messenger to  Engle, d irecting  him to  come^out a t  once with 

^  W l«  eot th is  word la te  a t night August 20 s ta rte d  out in  thehis crevj



f ■ 91co rn iw  o f 'te ru s t  21» ro llo v ln r  the t r a i l  down Swamp 
f m i - r i l e s  of the r iv e r , they met a f i r e  cowing up Siasp Creek» This was a f i r e  

hieh ¿ 2  m m  over the divide fro® Idaho the *previoiie night and was, ap to  th is  
ti«o  e n tire ly  separate fro® the f i r e  on which the drew was working * When^Bngle 
with*hi® crew s e t  th is  f i r e  i t  m e  too large to  pass through, so Engl# to o l h is  
crew beck up Sv&np Creek from whence fee had come, expecting to  c ress ever the 
burred area through the f i r e  on which he had been working, but on reaching a 
point where he had expected to  pass through the f i r e  l in e , he found th a t  that wind 
had fanned the f i r e  in to  a raging furnace* Finding th a t they were dot o ff  from 
the valley , Engle took hie crew on fa rth e r  up Swamp Creak hoping to reach a large 
body of s lide  rock located there* They were soon overtaken by the f i r e  coming . 
up the creek, and made a stand on an open slide  rock aide h i l l ,  several of the 
party  digging holes In the s lid e  reek fo r fu rth er protection* The f i r e  swept 
m  the gulch "and aide h i l l ,  a top f i r e  burning everything in  i t s  path and throw*

urning embers among the sen wno were msKing land on iha s i id s  reck,
Fim1; ®f the men .■be cerne M m.
out of thè s lid e MM
by th e ,f i r e  He sbandoniìé. §1
but not fa ta lly burned«r : '«Ha
g -Vira i ¡shore, c f
nearly 'f 1pT*r?s  Ässfa1; 8m
on ithe night of August M• f
of the crew made tfiiiir m m

derson was behind, and when the other four wore caught-/,.< 
ge attempt to escape and car# back to the crew badly ■ ■ 
h« other four men perished when the f i r e  struck  them* 
r,e crew were more or less  burned and a l l  o f ’the» m m  
d heat* The men were burned some tin#  near aidnigbt 

At daylight on the morning of August 22, the remainder

Kaufman and His crew*

The names 
*9? Pease,

V ili

of the men who lo s t th e ir  
E, Williams,

Band O roilla fortigna:

yod JL S* 

Forest

l i r e s  1» th is  
Sourette « *

f i r e  were George Strong!

Th# Fend O reille  fescaped b e tte r  than most of the .Idaho Forest#, though ^fchirjl ■; 
were several large f i r e s  * The big f i r e  from the upper Korth Fork of the Cottar 
d !Alone cut the extreme southeast corner of the Forest, south and sae t jb£ 'to*. ■ 
town of Clark' Fork* Two f ire f ig h te rs  lo s t th e ir  liv e s  in th is  f ire*  The 
following la quoted from the o f f ic ia l  report on the f i r s t  .. .;k ; ' ;jv;;

DeFaut Fire . . -  - ' I  ■■y , h  ‘

» William t* Braahear, Forest Guard, in  charge>

red wa#
É in  efesi.«,- H  - _ _ —  _  —
cm the f i r e  lin e  under the ex ígeseles then

^THe norty In which loss of l i f e  occurred was working under the d ire c t charge o f  
W* g» tôHcnte, who had previously been in  charge of a t r a i l  orew on th is  fo res t
i i  who had been pressed in to  Sf

H| Targely i»  the ueraun ..B B B B B pB H fB H
dsho, and south of the Clark'Fork Hirer (now c a lla d  Dry 

I t  was o rig in a lly  supposed th a t th is  f i r s  csss over the divido fro® the 
Coeur d fAlene M alicia! Forest, but la te r  investigations showed th a t  i t  emm 
around the Head of Elk Greek

existing* This f i r e  burned largely  in  the DsFaut Gulch, which is  s  small dry
milch near Cabinet,
11110

sm aller f i r e  already burning 
in  DeFnut Gulch Had been hr 
m r tr ,  consisting

h
01 the Cabinet Sattonal Forest and Joined- with the 
the Défaut Gulch* The f i r e  already in  existence

m¡nudar oobtrbTfer W tpnt# pM; !.. I  I . _  ■_ w  
of 10 wèn, m m  camped about one mile f re s  the f i r e  11no in  a

clearing 
wav fro«

k’ ir throe acres,
immmmt sue

At noon on August 19 the men cam© back a short 
LaMonte. had returned -to camp to  hurry Up t i»



lunch, which vas late* 
the f i r e  whi 
J i l l  Forest Guard, 
from a trip ; over 
to wsm tifie ®sn»

!ö hfii
i vms sweeping i  

stts ißsrößo 
¡&. H id

i&rdly got into carp before he became aware of 
?rotn the south driven by a fie rce  wind# Brash®ai*j 
" the approaching f i r e  and hurried  back to  camp 
r He met LaKcnte coding out and a t once «té

gil ib© reached thsfi tl !ire  was coming with irwaradtotts foro».
he m n  had already s ta r te d  down the road* When they reached the c learing  i t  

I p in to Brnshsar tha t the f i r e  would overtake them# There was a spring

'M

v e s  p ____ _____________ _ _ _ _____  _ . _ .... . . .  : v. _ _ ____
about the middle of the c learing  and Brashear ordered the men to vet the
clothes and bedding thoroughly, put th e ir  bedding over th e ir  heads, l i e  
the spring, mod wait u n t i l  the f i r e  fesd passed# They had hardly done th is  when 
the f i r e  swept on them* i t  th is  juncture two of the m n  apparently lo s t  th e ir  
reason completely, jumped up, threw off th e ir  bedding* rushed in to  the f i r e ,  a»~ 
burned to death only a few yards from whore the re s t of the men lay  *

•The f i r s  had hardly pnso«d over when a 'r e l i e f  pa rty  was organised by Deputy 
fo re s t Supervisor 1* Qi Stahl md a search s ta rted  fe r  Brasfaear, and h is  son* .
HiSy wire" found os August 20 in  the clearing in m  mmomcimB condition, but 
were soon restored*-to consciousness# I f  the two men who perished bad followed 
orders and stayed with the erew, they too would haw been saved# M i t  was, 
some of the balance: of the crew had th e ir  eyes and hands badly burned try in g  to  
re s tra in  the t#o sen who were k illed*

«The men at the time the f i r e  occurred were working under instructions'-'to- p a tro l 
the f i r e  l in e s  around the f i r e  on BeFaut Gulch, which wan than under control*

«The names of the two men who lo s t  th e ir 'l iv e s  
J* Harris**

m am

VIII* Kanikau National Forest

liiiilc there were fir©# all- sunser long on the Knnikm, th e ,a rea  tam ed  In  1910 - 
wa» not excessive? and has been exceeded in  subsequent years* The worst f in e r  
were mit 3 ido th e .fo re s t to tho west*

Tils sec t dostrtictivc f i re  case over the nouritain from the d irec tio n  of ifecr Ihrk, 
and m m m ñ  th# "%sd O reille River below Newport* -Since th is  country was f a i r ly  
well s e t tle d  a t . the time, many homsstesasrs lo s t a l l  they owned, and, sbstö of 
the® barely escaped with th e ir  lives* Three homesteaders pep* caught by the. , r- 
flm m w m ä  h i » ö ' t o  death. These were Mrs* Earnest Mhek&rt, ’George iUJCaopfeeU 
and William Ziegler* One group of s e t t le r s  
Marshall lake«. The Balice na Lumber

scaped -by-getting in  a boat on
an* 1 1 «4» **»#* klWftflw p i 't- Ip?

II, p i  s5¿ís rwhter Forest

Clearwater Forest a t th a t time included the present Clearwater and moot of
iitt headquarters a t Kooikia under Major-»wo»

il l  de me ss country, with few t r a i l s  * IJLgotnliig
the Lochsa and Selway River t o  
F A Fsnn ? I t  whs mostly wir§
f lra a  wars"spotted a l l  over tha fo re s t,  rad the v id ily  aea ttared  ranger* «era 
m Z  tW  fc .i t  they could with smnll o»vm of five to  " "  ‘ j gs ty Ó4 T**S

Many f iro s w®r© sever reached a t al.
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When the big blow came August 20 cn 
from Ifeltas Creek up through feU ft 
15 miles dom  on the 
Moose Creek end much

f̂ ÔXi l&H I

d 2Xf I te  whole head 
Crook and across the 
Cn the Seiway River

upper SsliÄir l iv e r

of the Clearwater burred 
B itte rro o t Range 10 or . 
the f i r s  raged through

Since the upper Sol m y  River is  more 
Idaho* the D is tr ic t Office in Missou’

«ecessible from the Montana side thus from 
m arranged fo r a f ire f ig h tin g  crew to so in

the Lost Horse t r a i l  fj i t te r to o t ,'o handle soHb of the f ires-
Moose Creek, Deputy Supervisor Ed Thenon took in am  such crew* A fter a long 
journey they made camp on Moose Creak in  a big cedar fla t*  e igh t miles above the
Three Forks Ranger Station, 
enough Thenon did. not seem 
Theson l*i: w ritten  h is  mm.

M
to  ;rsa1 izo 
story ,

exrerienoe of- : one orev 'in weather

?clock i t  became pitch  dark* but strangely
s  Cause of such untimely darkness * ! 

and i t  is  such a vivid descrip tion  of the 
ng the big f ire  th a t i t  is  quoted« , -, ; •:

nThere were th ir ty  men a t th is  camp» Soon a f te r  supper the men began'to r e t i r e ,  
a l l  but myself« Being one of those persons who use the bed ex tensively  as a 
place where lo ts  of time can be spent in  thinking over onsts troub les, I  bedded 
down a t 10 ofclock but did not go to sleep, A short time th e re a f te r  I  heard 
something dropping on the ten t and believing i t  to be ra in  drops 1 jumped up and j 
went outside to sea* I turned up ay face but not foaling  anything I spread oat 
my bands but s t i l l  could fee l no rain« 1 re-ante red the tent and lay  down again
and soon heard what 1 thought was a shower rain« Cn going outside the
again I discovered th*fc there was a strong wind blowing through the tru e  tops and
needles and refuse from the tree  tops 
why <souldn*t i t  ju s t ns well be m iB s

..were dreppi: 
1 a Ä -w sÄ 3

cm the te/vt* I  sa ld i 
ir.d lay down' again«

fD&mn,

I»

I  hi
m nomi

someone
F it t is i

ju s t outside ay te n t c a llin g , ,Ed*1 I 
f s* I saldf 1Hello, whatfs the m atter?* 

saw a s ta r  f a l l  on the h ills id e  across the 
I was outside a t once and sura enough be 

.«11 up on the h i l l  across the creek from our 
to think a s ta r  could have eat th is  f i r e  and 

in  looking around to the west, the d irec tion  the gala of wind was coming from, f  
saw the sky aglow with pink color spread acmes a width of several stiles» I  
knew a t ones a l l  about F ittin g  rs s ta r  and where i t  came from,

^Mot long a f te r  th 
recognized the voi 
He said! *Come c 
creek and i t  has s ta r  
pointed cut a sssal 
east# I knew i t 'w

he re * ,1 iti0#..

*ted a f ire 1 .... - ,
I r e ©W'vv $tig
out #$•# resso s
the west, thf-
*  .piIsk col CiMàgy ̂   ̂ L̂ng*U S'

a t ,,ii~ hjm ret*«The f i r e  :fai 
slpdowp in  ot

WI aroused tl 
chances were fo r us 
about eight fe e t across with a s i r  
along i t s  edge by a sharp turn in 
twelve fee t long was a t the upper

f  speed * Already i t  "was bej 
m and we so rt «fitly were rig h t i n : tbs siddl© of

pen a t ones arid ran. .out a few steps to the creek 
I  found the creek to be s ix  to eightire

Sling to
.ts path*

: s e e .irte
: :d#i

dp of ihììé. st;x fee t wide litt:-
the creek* A d r i f t p ile Si3
point of th is m wf 4, of Sî  rt fi

. at™ ;
ich had been strewn 
eht fe e t high and

nI  ran back to  the men who were a l l  up 1 
about to. happen some of them were begins 
others were m  cool and calm as i f  th is  
were the- men who were to be so valuable 
every order throughout the n ight.

¿is time and upon seeing what was 
to  cry and take on p re tty  bad, whxxe 
an everyday occurrence, and the si

r

fili md who followed cut my

«li*



*T ordered, the men to move everything out on the s t r ip  of sand and p ile  i t  up 
.In one - n ils  ï  •': Seme of them were s.o excited they could do nothing and wanted ’to  
t r y  to make th e ir  getaway ahead of thé fire*  I knew this/w as an impossible ' .'
■ thing to  d o ,1 I got u pon  a log and called  a l l  the men’s a tten tio n  to  me long 
enough to advise them not to  leave th is  spot, to stay  together, and not to make 
an e ffo rt ' to  save themselvép by leaving the creek, th a t th is  could not be done•
I sa id i ’ I f  we a l l  lay  down in the creek during the c r is is  no one w ill be hurt , 
and we w ill Full through' a l l  r ig h t ; ’

“The cooler heads got busy moving our o u tf i t  to th e  sand s t r ip  while I was s iz in g ' 
up that d r i f t  p ile  try ing  to determine whether to. se t i t  on f i r e  and t r y  to  .burn 
i t  up before the crown f i r e  re ached "Us or leave i t  and t ry  to  keep i t  from burn­
ing u n til  the overhead f i r e  had passed over us. I did not want th is  d r i f t  p ile
and the crown f i r e  over our heads to bum a t the same tine as- i t  would make our . 
position  much worse. I  got a water bucket and decided to  keep the d r i f t  from/V-.* 
burning u n til  the overhead f i r e  had passed on. The men were busfy p ilin g  up 'our 
camp. out f i t  ..not,, f a r  from the d r if t ,  p ile* The f i r e  was close. by„, and the d r i f t  ,.hacL^
already caught f i r e  several times and had been putf out with buckets of water.7- At
th is  time someone repoited th a t a ll .  the camp had been moved and I-¡ordered them to  , 
wet a l l  the canvas and throw i t  over the grub p ile . By th is ' tim é 'p ie ce3 of. burn­
ing bark and cinders were coming down a l l  about us, I was very busy with.jay d f i f t  
p ilo . I t  was catching f ire  in places f a s te r  than I could put I t  out « ' I  stopped 
long enough to  t e l l  the mon to take a l l  the blankets and soak thorn in. the^ dreek*,

“Charley, and F ittin g  had the two horses covered, heads as well as th e i r  bodies, ... 
with: wet blankets,,. ' By th is  time the ,heat from the crown flee  was p la in ly  felt: 
as i t  was only à few ,rod3 aw;¡y and the wet canvas thrown over the. grub p ile  Vhad \  
a i r e a d  caught f i r e • : ' .

"I was th i’owdng a bucket of water on the grub p ile  when I heard a commotion amon$.; 
the men and l e f t  my work to see what i t  was about* We had a l l  ro lle d  in  the 
creek several times, before th is  to keep our clothes soaked, I  found th a t two of ‘ 
the men had completely lo s t th e ir  minds. One of them had become v io le n tly  ; 
insane and. three men were try ing  to  hold Him and to lay  him down ‘in  the creek.
The other one was. dancing around and singing a lu llab y ,

“Eight here, was the time when thçse cool headed men were of inestim able ’value, to  
me as several other men became fran tic , at th is  tiáo  and wanted to  rush o f f  ico*;
I don’tknow  where. I ordered every man to  get in to  the, creek,...lay 4 - ^ i .  
a wet blanket" over h is Head. I  se t the lu llaby  boy down in the deepest water : ' 
and to ld  him to stay there and threw a wet blanket over h is head. He" would no t 
l i e  down, The-three men with the other fellow* (.he was our cook) had gotten him ‘ 
to r i ie  down in  the creek which had quieted him some. The others who became wild 
were also taken care of by the cooler headed men and were - lying down in  the r 
creek by th is  tim e. There were two or more blankets fo r each man' so-- we were not 
short on these, , :i|; Í .v

“I looked down along the s t r ip  of sand and saw th a t a l l  men except Charley and^ 
F ittin g  were' in  the creek. These two were dashing water, on the blankets covering 
the horses.



»
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»1 turned to the grub and d r i f t ' p ile s  and fouhd them both blazing. I grabbed up 
J S e t  and dashed a bucket of water on the canvas^and a t

f i r e  w a s  d ire c tly  over me and some sudden s h i f t  in  the wind brought the 
host righ t down upon me« The heat was so intense th a t i t  took my breath  away.
I swayed around a step  or two and with the empty bucket s t i l l  in  my hand X dropped 
t o S ,  This was the c r i t i c a l  moment, the c r i s is ,  and the on ly m o m en tto in g  
th is '' ordeal th a t I f e l t  sure my'time had come and th a t i t  was the end. +0n fa l l in g  
to my knees and fo r no p a rtic u la r  reason I stuck my head into^the bucket, raw  
oro-red a blessing as I  was able to  draw a breath in s ta n tly  and was relieved  of 
the te r r ib le  s tra in .  .1  got to  my fe e t and with two or three steps I was in  the 
creek where I lay  ddvm with the  b u c k e t 'o t i l l  over my head. Haying no blanket 
with me I kept the bucket over my head for i t  had ce rta in ly  saved my l i f e .  /  ^

"In perhaps five  minutes the wind changed 'tod th is  re lieved  us somewhat of the 
intense heat. The lu llaby  boy ( I  did not know his name) was s t i l l  singing and. 
now and then c a llin g  fo r someone to  throw another bucket of water 0« _  ■;J,
raised  W ’buckef '.enough to look around some b u t ' saw no one moving eieep*  € h a r l^ _  . 
who was throwing a bucket of water on the horses' b lankets, then .ly in g  down * 
flvain in the creek. Later he said  th a t the blankets had dried cut to  such an 
extent in  those few minutes a s t o  catch f i r e  from the cindefs fa llin g , about u s,
The cook had qu itted  dovm considerably.

’’The overhead f i r e  had passed on and the heat was gradually moderating> Now we 
had the ground f i r e  only to  contend with, and doon we began g e ttin g  ju t  «  xne 
water to. huddle around the heap of coals le f t  by the burned d r i f t  p ile  dry . 
out our clo thing.' The snags and blazing old dead tree s  across the creek
nlenty of lig h t to  see* The grub p ile  and canvas were a heap of ashes* Three men
L d  I  i^ re  suffering great pain with our eyes* They were sm arti^and^burn ing  , 
so badly th a t i t  was almost impossible fo r us to open them enough to  find  o
way around*. * **.•*. '  ■
"To make s u r e  th a t everyone was there  tod safe I had the r o l l  ballad  and found- 
two missing. We could not come to any conclusion but th a t they had t r ie d  to 
o u t l l e St I  f i f e  and " lo s t th e i r  l iv e s  in  the attempt. Some o f the men who t a w  . 
th e ir  names began calling  cut to  them. Soon we heard' an answer 
creek and than the two deserters came wading up the creek to  u s . I scolded them 
some for leaving damp, and asked them why they did i t .  One^of them remarked _ 
th a t they could not see how anyone could survive’- in  th is  place.

” the creek to see i f  they Could find a place th e y ‘thought might be ^  ’ '
found a large old  cedar tree  across the creek with the stump p a rt high enough 
from the water to  enable them to crawl under and they  stayed th e re . After t  e 
f i r e  had passed oh they were much surprised to  hear' someone ca llin g  _as ■
thought they were, the ..only ones who had; come through the c r i t ic a l  time a liv e .

"Now there was considerable danger from falling -tim ber. There were severa l . 
s f a r d t o g  dead tre e s  near us th a t were burning and one had already fa lle n  almost 
in to  our camp as a warning. A l i t t l e  la te r  John wanted to use a bucket «nd • 
w a l k e d  down'the sand s t r ip  to where one was, and ju s t as he bent over, and 

: reached^ut fo r i t  a tre e 1 struck i t .  and smashed i t  f l a t .  I f  the bucket had .been 
a foot fu rth er away the tree  would have k ille d  John in s ta n tly ,

M,



*The horses remained, very qu iët during a l l  th is  excitement. . This may seem very ■; 
s t r a n g e ,  and i t  i s ,  but the fac t th a t they had wet blankets over th e ir  heads and 

'.could see nothing th a t was going on around them accounted fo r i t .  ‘

"The cook's condition had improved so much th a t he had no fu rth e r need of a tteri- '■* 
t i o n  from usv4 however, he did not get back to  a normal s ta te  while hère, but I  -
was informed some weeks l a t e r  th a t he had e n tire ly  recovered. Thé } lu lla b y  boy* : 
was taken to  an asylum,

"By th is  time i t  was: g e ttin g  day ligh t. Breakfast, and how to get i t .  was now our ^  
problem, We sized up .the ash heap under which were , our supplies, Cne of the. ' 
men got a chip and comr enced to  a are fu lly  scrape the ashes off the p i le .  The 
four of us whose eyes were affected  were s i t t in g  down try ing  to nurse our eyes 
th a t were paining us. so much. I had been snow-blind some years befóre fand thè 
pain in  both cases seemed to me to be id e n tic a l,' One of .the men said  hé knew,of 
a remedy tha t wpuld re lieve  our pain. He went over to the grub pile, and commenced7 
digging ..around ^nd: sa4a came back., with h a lf a, cup of ta b le ra i t / ; ,and. to ld  lus to  / 
dash some into our eyes, ; We did th is  and I  thought i t  was .more'■ a s h ®  Vi
fo r a while, but i t  surely helped us and by using i t  often several times our eyes : 
improved nicely«; *||ftif§p

"The men now had the ashes p re tty  well scraped off the grub p ile  • One had a pot 
and was f i l l i n g  i t  with h a lf  baked beans. One . had a pan . and was C arefully  idipping 
up flour,, while another pulled out a slab of bacon, f r ied  on one aide only,' and : 
breakfast was soon on the way. One was s t i l l  digging around in  the heap for*: 
coffee and sugar but found none. ' All sacks and wrappers were burned o ff  the ’
s tu f f  making a sweet mess of i t .  One took a large coffee poti and f i l l e d  i t . ‘from *
the creek and put i t  on the f ire  with the remark th a t i t  would' look ..like, we were ■
having coffee anyway. ’Yes, * another one said, ’i t  ought to be good and s t o u t s -^5
too from the ashes in th a t water, ’ We had some ,kind of a b reak fas t."

While th is  wa3 going on, Ray F itt in g , now Supervisor of the S t. Joe Forest, was ' 
scouting th e  f i r e  s itua tion , in the North Fork of Moose Creek, a lone. He was 
caught in the sweep of the f i r e  and took refuge in  the creek under, an overhanging 
ledge. The f i r e  swept over him, burning the timber to the w ater’s edge, but by 
keeping under water with h is  coat over h is head he. managed to survive the t e r r i ­
fying experience. He said he was re a l ly  scared when the dead f is h  began to  : 
d r i f t  down past him. I f  the water was hot enough to  k i l l  the f is h  he Had .:
v isions of being boiled a liv e .

X, Kootenai F o rest,

The Kootenai suffered i t s  heaviest loss on August 21, when the great f i r e ' from 
the Coeur d ’Alene swept c lea r across the Clark Fork Valley, and over th e  divide, 
burning, a very large area in the head of the- Fisher River.

Another very large f i r e  s ta rted , on the Yaak;River in  the v ic in ity  of .Sylvanite ■ 
and on the 20th and 21st swept f a r  to the east in to  Pipe-Creek and Big Creek. 
This f i r s  did serious damage to  mining developments near Sylvanite.- h■

XI. Mezeeree Forest

The NezpsrcQ had several large 
as heavy as fa r th e r  north. On

f i r e 3 through.the season, though losses were not * 
August 20 or 21st the town of Elk -City had a-



narrow 'escape, the whole surrounding.country' being swept by fire*  F o re s t '
Hangar &• !♦ Porter is  credited  with organizing the defense and saving the town,

XII«. Damage .. ,,

The reports available  on the damage to  fo res t and-property are c o n flic tin g , • 
incomplete and inaccurate«

The summary report fo r  the National Forests of Region One shows the follow ing:

• Number o f - f ir e s ,  1,736, of which 223 were lightning 
Area burned -.2,595,635 acres '
National Forest timber d e s t r o y e d 5¿408’y641 Mj value -  $13,470,906 
Total post of f ire f ig h tin g  to Government -  $795,201 s , 7

Outside the National Forests the figures are probably very incpmple^eandv 
inaccurate, but show3 '■ -1 - * : L-j,;

. Area turned - 521,154- acres , W
Timber destroyed -  2,241,119 M _ .

I t  is. probable th a t the area burned in  Montana and Northern Idaho': was . over three' 
m illion  acres and th a t seven to eight b i l l io n  feet: of merchantable tim ber was 
destroyed, * Reports on damage to property are very incomplete. - About one-th ird  
the c ity  .of Wallace .was burned. Taft, DeBorgia, Haugan and .Tuscor, a l l  small 
towns, were e n tire ly  burned. The Forest Service probably lo s t  .six o r , seven.;.; y -. 
strings of'pack stock; and a large number of horses, c a t t l e , pigs and chickens 
belonging to homesteaders and lumber companies were burned. The Forest Service 
lo s t  at le a s t four ranger s ta tio n s . Damage to mine buildings and tunnels, ’ 
p a rticu la rly  in the Coeur d ’Alene region, was greats The t o l l  of human liv e s  
has probably been accurately  determined as follows i. - ‘ -

F ire fig h te rs t
■ Coeur d ’Alene (including S t. Joe) 72 ' Cabinet " 4
' Pend O reille  '• ' 2

C iv ilian s:
.. . ", "’.Wallace ' ** " :■ * • tllfyp 'l#
. ' . - Taft ' * J

Prospector a t head of S t. Joe River 
Homesteaders below Newport ,

The greatest loss of valuable timber was on the S t. Joe, p a rtic u la rly  on Big 
Creek, Slate Creek and the L itt le  North Fork, At the time of the f i r e  the 
Milwaukee Lumber .Company was constructing a ra ilro ad  up Big Creek to log 100 
m illion fee t of white pine just'' purchased from the. National Forest a t $4 per M, 
besides a number of private claims , All of th is , was burned -  one of the f in e s t  
bodies of white pine in Idaho -  but was partly  salvaged. ; t

On the upper S t. Regis River, 99 m illion  fee t had ju s t been advertised  .and .bid. 
in at •’14.50- per M, but the. contract not esiscutod* Most of th is  was burned, but
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la t e r  p artly  salvaged*' The Coeur d ’Alene ..lost much f in e  timber on the Upper 
North Fork. The damage on the upper Clearwater never was accu rately  known, but: 
many m illio n  o f f in e , but in a ccess ib le  white pine were burned. r

XTTT. ; Salvage -of Timber • ..  ̂ , , % f

Before the ashes of the great f i r e  were cool the Forest Service s ta r te d  ac tion  . 
toward securing information fo r the salvage of as much timber as possible* I t  . 
was recognized immediately th a t a very high percentage of, the timber was so . , 
inaccessible th a t salvage was hopeless, but there were many bodies o f good ,
timber, p a rtic u la rly  white pine, which offered p o s s ib i l i t ie s .

Timber survey crews and appraisers were organized as rap id ly  as possib le , par­
t ic u la r ly  through 1911, and available chances were cru ised , appraised arid adver­
tised  as fa s t  as they could be reached. The ex is ting  lumber companies in  Idaho 
and Western Montana were-.anxious to  do th e ir  part, and many of them tran s fe rred  
the ir-opera tions e n tire ly  to f i r e -k i l le d  timber. v. |y |f | | .

The major salvage operations were as follows:

Coeur d ’Alene• . , ■ i ^

The Rose Lake Lumber Company logged a large amount of white pine on the Upper 
North Fork from McPherson’s up into Independence and T ra il Creeks• The timber 
was driven down r iv e r . The Stack-Gibbs Lumber Company operated on lower Big 
Creek, and adjacent r iv e r  ar :as, There were also many sm aller sa les made along, 
the North Fork. ‘: ;>

- S t. Joe. . • .' • . ... - ;;v::

The Milwaukee Lumber Company had s ta rted  a ra ilroad  in to  Big.Creek before the, 
f ire .:  This ra ilro ad  was extended; and that company logged Big Creek to  1915. , 
That company also logged timber in  the L ittle  North Fork, including Loop Greek, 
McGoldrich' logged S late Greek, and Bogle and Callahan the upper L it t le  North Fork

Lolo (S t . Regis Drainage, now on Cabinet)

The Polley3 Lumber Company, logged Rainy Creek and the S t. Regis River up as fa r  
as Denniemore Greek. They also logged Packer Creek and Brimstone. The Mann 
Lumber Company took out a l l  the timber from-the v? W©s-t and Middle "Fdrks of Big 
Creek, including considerable green, tiirber.« W estfall had a m ill se ttin g  a t 
Borax, and took several m illion from the'upper part of the S t. Regis River, 
largely  spruce,' which was very severely burned*.

- Cabinet ■ • - ’ ; , .• 1 ■

A number of u n its  near Ncxon were logged a f te r ; the, f i r e ,  including Pilgrim Creek 
and Bull R iver.' -These-were mostly small or medium sa le s . ..... .. ...

There is no c lea r record of the to ta l  amount of f i r e -k i l le d  timber salvaged,
^cst of what was salvaged was taken out in 1911 to  1911» The to ta l  reg ional .cut 

'’our years, was 53° m illion . Possibly tw o-thirds of th is  was ; f i r e -
lr-41 Ire—damaged tim ber, which would make the salvage about 300 m illion
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out o f.V to t4 1  estimated Ions of National Forest timber of 5 to 6 b i l l io n  f e e t , 
considerably‘le ss  than 10 percen t. ; *. :

. Most of the operators in f i r e -k i l le d  timber made very l i t t l e  p ro f i t i  Some of . :
them lo s t money. For one thing, the Forest Service was somewhat too re lu c tan t to 
le t  them skim the cream and take the best timber f i r s t ,  Some good timber was lo s t

■ •while they were catting  less good timber. I t  is  evident th a t from th is  experience
in salvaging fire-damaged timber there should be l i t t l e  re s t r ic t io n  in  ge tting  
the best f i r s t ,  • • ‘ • ••

The burned timber commenced to  check and blue almost immediately. The spruce : 
went f i r s t ,  and by 1912 i t  was very badly checked., White pine was logged up to 
1914; hnd a; l i t t l e  in 1915, though only the la rg est tree s  were then merchantable* 
F ir and larch  las ted  the. longest, -and some of i t  was logged fo r mine tim ber up to 
1918» Very few cedar -polos were salvaged, but pos t  timber is  s t  i l l  ;being cut

■ from 1910 •burns, ' ' . v - ' • i»- ,

; XIV. •

The burning of throe m illion acres of timber and young growth, including some of 
the most valuable white pine stands, was a staggering blow to the National Forests 
of the Region, . The d irec t loss of that much timber and young growth was not the 
only lo ss . I t  is  true that f ire  breeds f i r e ,  and the 1910 f i r e  s ta r te d  a vicious 
c irc le  which has g rea tly  increased the d if f ic u lty  of p ro tec tion  since 1910. The 
burned areas, with heavy shags and dead timber, have proved the breeding places 
of innumerable f i re s  which have burned additional areas and so created new hazard» 
I t  is  not a t a ll improbable tha t the burned area since 1910 has been twice as ;

• great as would have happened i f  the 1910 f i r e  had not occurred.

There are no adequate figures on the percentage of the 1910. f i r e  area which has
subsequently re burned, but i t  is  probably a t le a s t 30 to ¿0 percent. The heavy
dead timber areas have been a continual hazard, and only in  the past few years
has the hazard s ta rte d  on the down grade, due to fa l l in g  of snags and growing up
of reproduction.

The grea ter part of the single 1910 burns reproduced, but when they have returned 
subsequently large areas have been taken by brush, p a rtic u la rly  in  the Clearwater, 
region. Also,, many areas which formerly carried  white pine or la rc h  and f i r  have 
now come in  to  almost pure lodge pole pine stands. Dfils is p a r tic u la r ly  tru e  of •. 
the upper S t. Joe and upper S t. Regis country*

Immediately following the. 1910 fire* there was serious erosion in many p laces.
The f a l l  rains brought down a vast amount of sheet erosion and many steep  g u llie s  
were secured out to bedrock. Such streams as the S t, Regis River showed the 
e ffe c t of the 1910. burn for many years by ir re g u la r ity  of flow and severe wash­
ing and scouring of banks,- Such steep canyons' as the North Fork of the Clearwater 
and the Lochsa River have been badly denuded of s o i l ,  leaving great expanses of 
bare granite -rock.

Nature is  gradually healing the wounds of the f i r e  by tre e  reproduction or brush, 
but i t  w ill be more than a century before pre-fire--conditions are fu l ly  res to red .
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Another important influence of the 1910 f i r e  was the fo ste ring  of a serious 
bark-beetle epldemic. Nearly a l l  the scorched tre e s  were immediately attacked 
by bark beetles,- and as a re su lt an in fe s ta tio n  was b u ilt  up which in  1914 
invaded green timber and resu lted  in  the loss o f many m illion fe e t of white pine

Inferences. 1910 Fire H istory, Region One 

h »pw Forest Service. Missoula

Five fo lders , as follows*

1 * Ho port 3, narra tives and general memoranda» Includes 1911 report to  
• Congress, W eig h s  report arid memoranda by M. H, Wolff, .H* P* 
..EarHnger, W. P . ' Hillman, F, D. Haun, R. A. P h illip s and E , C. Phenon,

2« Data on payment of claims

\ 3 and 4» Copies of press reports .

1 5* Miscellaneous L

6, Photos . *■

. 7. F irefigh ters.1 graves

2, <*5" files»  'Forest Service, Missoula, *' ■ 1 /  * ” ’

Nine fo lders of reports and correspondence re d isp o sitio n  of f i r e -k i l le d  
timber. ' . , ,* ■ .

3* The Missoulinn f i l e  fo r  »July and August, 1910, contains much current 
h is to ry . ' Copies- ava ilab le ' in  Missoula p u b l ic l ib ra ry ,

U. Report of Forester fo r 1911, R -l l ib ra ry . Contains l i s t  of names of f i r e -  ‘ 
f ig h te rs  k illed*

5. A World Afire, G. W. Ogden. A rticle  from Everybody’s Magazine, December,.
, 1910. R-l. lib ra ry » . - -  • f  '■ .

6. The Great F ire o f 1910, by Joe B. Halm. American Forests and Forest L ife, 
July, 1930* ..R-l lib ra ry  . '.

7. Surrounded1 by Forest F ires, S. C. Pulaski., A m e r i c a n  Forests, August, 1923*
Rk-1 lib ra ry .

S, Idaho’s Thirty Daysf War, by E. B, Fusso ll. ColJ i e r ’s,- September 24, 1910* ; 

9 , Cur Latest Forest F ire3 .  Harper’s,. November, 1910. \m
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