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22 April '8y

KON
Dear Jack-;-

Esther Harper passed along to us your request for information about
the Dean family birthplace, as Carocl ard I and Frank and Lucie were the
ones who visited that area in the spring of 1973. Actually, all the
information we have is about your grandmother's side of the family,
except for the fact (which Frank found on the death certificate he has)
that your grandfather was born in England on March 26, 1868, son of
Thomas Dean and Mary A. Cawley--none of us kmow where in England, although
it seems to me Lucie told me it was somewhere in the Midlands, maybe near
Hanchester. Your grandfather's full name, as you mey know, was John Thomas
Dean. Possibly Somerset House in London, which I think is the central
repository of English birth and census infomma tion, would be a way to try
to track his birthplace and family background. ;

As for your grandmother's family, we looked at records--Frank, Carol
and I all recall them as christening records--in the Methodist chapel in
Frome, a small city west of London, close to Bath and Bristol. Her name
was Annie Esther Bell, and according to Frank's death certificate for her,
she died May 20, 1947, at the age of 76 years, 10 months, 28 days--which
as I calculate it (please check my figures--math is not my strong point)
would make her probably birthdate June 22, 1870. And we think she was
born there in Frome. Her parents were Joseph Bell and Mary Burfett. We
found, I see by a note in my diary of that trip, the baptisms of your
grandmother and one of her sisters in those church records; the sister's
may have been in 1868, as I noted that mm the first records we looked at
went back only to 1878, I pestered the minister further and he got the key
and opened the safe where some earlier omes were kept, I flipped them open
to 1868 and there was mwhediccfiamtdy one of the Bell baptisms.

I hope this helps. Ve all appreciated the sympathy cards you sent
in the afterme th of Lucie's death., Carol and I went over and had Faster
brunch with Frank at his retirement home today, and he's coping really
very well.

best wishes
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Office of the President N
M?s. Esther Harper JACK T. DEAN, Ph.D. 8
Miss Barbara Harper S
411 S. Ramm 'g
Anaheim, CA 92804 &
=
, =
Dear Aunt Esther and Barbara: =
S
=
Ann and T, along with Jack and his wife Debbi, will be traveling §
to England this summer and perhaps will have the opportunity to S
go to the birthplace of Grandpa and Grandma Dean. Would you i
send me some (either on audio-tape or by letter) information o
concerning their birthplace. I remember years ago you sent 5
me one letter, but I can't seem to locate it, regarding the 2
fact that some relative had found their name in a city directory %
of some kind. 2
S
I'm in a hurry right now to get things finished, for Ann and
I leave for Florida in the morning. We will not be leaving
for Europe until May 13th. Whatever help you can be to us
in this regard will certainly be appreciated.
With love,
JAET:1S
JTD/v1j
Lope THemns 5«433 - Mae . 2, TR
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