February 20, 1979

Mr. Don Lampman
1012 West T2nd Street
Kansas City, Mo. 6411k

Deayr Mr. Lampman:

Thank you so much for writing to us about Ivan Doig's
THIS HOUSE OF SKY. Though I know you will be writing
to Mr. Doig, I am sending him a copy of your letter

to us.

With best wishes,

Carol Hill
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Febe 26, '79

» 1>
e
Jear Don Lamgmane-
te a r ol people have wr. then re arwut House of
ey, buk ¥ think youtee, Uhe Lirst % do e the favor of

writing to praise the publisihere Your letitor hit exactly
the right target there: Carol !Hill, now edit r-in-chief, is
the editor who took on my manuscript when it was a rather
shaky, 25,000 word sarmple of what the book eventually
became, ‘

30, thanks immensely for writing, and I'm gratified that
you liked the booke. So far, my next one seems to be going
well, so I'm in a sanguine mood these days.




MARGUERITE NOBLE
P. O. BOX 1324
PAYSON, ARIZONA 85541
TEL. (602) 474-3831

Feb. 10, 1979

Dear Mp, Iwvan Doig,

I have just finished reading the last word of THIS HOUSE OF SKY:
Landscapes of a Western Mind. It is the most beautiful book I have
ever read, It is a a love story unsurpas sseds . How rich you are to
have been the recipient of such caring, such love, such sacrifice.

My throat is still choked up after laying the.book asides . Of
course, I had not read two pages in the beginning until T kept the
tears imprisoned within me. You wrote -- not emotionally but quite
objectively, journalistically -- but the vividness and the truth
overwhelmed me.

I can see,I can see Charlie and Lady and Skavinsky -- so three-
dimensional, s® living, creating-- and 0f course, loving .. you.
I shall read this book again soon to cnjoy its flavor ‘anew, Your
writing is so precise --the exact word to express that subtle meaning.

Your book was sent to me by a friend in Phoenix. He was so
impressed by it that he mailed me a copy. A finer gift I never had.

Perhaps this letter seems a little "goopy!" to you, but I am not
embarrassed by expressing my deep feeling for your WLiﬁing. L felt
to let you know the great offﬂct your book and its

)
nada on nee.

a compulsion
c1qucter“1

orn on a cow ranch in Arizona in 1910--that was in the
Arizona. My friend thought I could relate to your book.
was the opposite of yours in family elationship.

Thank you for your beautiful book of love, Skavinsky.

/77,7,54 iapece s 1L

Eot knowing how to reach you, 1
have Ha Brace Jovanvich
and asked that this letter to you be addressed and forwarded to you.




Fob, 26, AT9
Dear Happoir ta N bles-

Thenks so much for froubling to write nié' about House of
Sky. T count it as a bonus that the book rang true with
someore out of the Territory of Arizoma.

Also , it's encowaging o me Lo hear that the book is
drawing some attention elsewhere besides my twin homes,
Vontana and Seattle. 71 has gold well &n bath, tmb.al 1 the
rest of the cowmmr hag Mem a more dublious wmmiﬁnn. s

all buﬂfe w shes .

Vgt
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‘Dear Laurence and lelmie- :

Thanks so much for writing. Our schedule doesn't seem
to ecaincide at all: now that you're back in town, 1 'm
leaving, to places such as 'he Toansend and Stedlacoom for
the sake of the current book T'm workirg on. Will be back.
tomorrow night for a spevch, bhen gone again pretiy proupt-
ly. Maybe I can catch up with you in Juneau sometime, As
" to family roots, my Doigs all ecame direct from near Dundee
to figotibmuk Montanr. T've been fo Scotland oncoe-hope to
go again this spring--and fourd Doip a very common nane.
Anyway, I'm glad we share the name--I'm pleased to think
of Doigs in Alaska; T have a younger cousin or two some-
where up Lhore. :

, a1l best wishes =
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Joseph JEAN GILLES (Haiti) b. 1943
Woodcutters, oil, 1972, 30" x 40
Permanent Art Collection
Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.

Proceeds from the sales of these cards go to the Pan American Development Foundation’s Operation
Ninos programs which provide assistance to children throughout the Americas.

Los beneficios que se obtengan de la venta de estas tarjetas seran destinados a implementar el programa
“Operacion Nifios” de la Fundacion Panamericana de Desarrollo, el cual provee asistencia a los ninos de
las Américas.



52 Columbia Street
Newark, OH 43055
18 Feb 1979

Ivan Doig,Esq. Montanologist:

Two more tales on the state committed. A guy named Moon wrote one of
fiction named"John Medicinewolf." Sounds like a shaggy wolf story in spots
and fairly good on the average, especially one where snowmobiliers chased
deer onto ice and the sawmill crew loses time trying to save them, Later
one millhand shoots holes in the snowmobilies. "Who,Us?" And one good
tale on Page 122 if you run across it.

I passed through SE Montana last summer to visit sister in Calif, and |
stopped off in Glendive to visit friend. Stopped next day at LBH to look i
at Custer's vanishing point, and mused among the old graves a while, such
as a number of Indian stones, like some Sgouts. Sgt Bad Man sounded like
a recruit's nightmare, and 1lst Sgt Cold Wind, lst Cavalry had the perfect
name for a top soak. One squaw had the intriguing name of Shield At The
Door, which has to have some tribal® meaning.

Wrote a letter to Army Magazine, sort of a mood piece, and they sent
me $25 for it....I enclose xerox. I haven't sold a damn thing since 1967
up till now, so it's a good thing I had two other sources of cash,

For more of the mighty Flynn, read David Niven's "The Moon's a Baloon'",
You might also read Ray Milland's tales of Olde Hollywoode, though I felt
the best part was when he was Trooper Truscott-Jones of "Is Majesty's
'Orse Guards and took a couple beers before the parade started. Someone
blew "To 'Orse" just as he realized he'd had too many and had to drain a
few, Urination in an 18th Century cavalry suit is a major operation. He
staggered out afterward,groaning that he was blind."Simple barstard! Ye
got yer 'elmet on backarsewards..." He had fun, I gather.....I do not
know why, but English actors seem to have had the most interesting lives.
Some time when you are laid up with the flu, get the above and read them,
along with some sort of fluid to loosen things uUpeecesse

Commit another book some time, That one was nicesss..

si;S%;;}y
SR U —i
John P Conlon

Al S P

PS- Raincheck on that xerox., This is one of the days when I can hardly

find mein arsch from in front of it. You ain't missing much.



Pontiac, Illinois
January 30, 1979

Dear Mr, Doig,

It was with much interest and satisfaction that I read your book "This House of Sky"
and other publications, for I feel that we have a kinship in our backgrounds,

Please read my erickosed copy of records from Arbroath, Scotland, where my people
came from, and I believe you may be interested in the address given of the archivist
there,

My father, Ralph Waldo Bmerson (yes!) Phillips, was the son of Elizabeth Smart
Munro, who was born in Arbroath Scotland in 1839, the daughter of Margaret Nicole and
William Munro., Her grandmother was Ann Doig, married to George Nicol of the
Forfarshire Militia, '

Although I have German parentage also, I believe myself to be Scottish in nature
and would like to visit this area sometime,

My oldest boy, who was at Northwestern University during the years you speak of
in your book, also was at the University of Washington for eight years, and it seems
that you had a parallel there. His friend, Dick Tilden, lived at Latham House
during that time also.

So, congratulations on your prowess, and I will be looking forward to other
publications from you and your wife,

Please answer this so that I will know you have received this. 1 did write to
the Harcourt Brace Jovanovich company, requesting permission to review your book,
but I have not received an answer,

/

~

Yours very truly,
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Mrs, Floyd M, Rittenhouse,
Rural Route One,
Pontiac, Illinois 61764
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Dear Dorothy Rittenhouse=- :

te, about.

Thanks® so mncﬁ_"ﬁ’)\f' troublhtz tﬂf" ri e
sending “the genealoﬁcal gﬁaﬁbiﬂ.”ﬁd PR
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Fron uhat & cowin has to1d me, my branch of Doigs spparently originates .
near Durdee, at a village called Mmnftmkh Monikie. There's a chance I may *

get to Scotland this spring, in which case T"11 do some looking. I'll 1
3R o097 yhing vs guem to bave in oumoms. ¢ .

o8 R Tidin 05 Vi Sant A ma Fiom e B A Lok, TR o

were not closest friends, but got along well,
who works for the Boston Globe, is a very close
reported on him during a Vi@t last spring.

I'm a bit puzzled about your reference to as

w EERALI

O Y e SR LY

My freshman-year roommete,

friend of Rick's, and

king Harcourt Brace

Jovanovich for permission to review my book. As the practice is ‘no
permission is required--everybody just goes ahead ard does it. ﬁxﬁami_ve
quotation, of course, is another matter, but there's really no restraint

on the customary sort of book review,

I'n glad you liked the book, and were kind enough to write

it
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Wiiliom Coull Anderson Library of Gencalogy
Telephone @ 6221 DEWAR HOUSE,
Keeper : LAWRENCE R. BURNESS, ; HILL TERRACE,
FR.GS. FS.AScot. ARBROATH

ANGUS DDI1 1A]

ERTRACT DR . D S i s FROM THE PARISH RECORDS of... . St. Vigeans,

Aug, 177", Robert Nicol & Marjory Anderson in E, Seatown had
a child baptized named David.

he

N
W

Juli 1775 .-David Doig & ITsobel Kerr in:Bog:had a el
baptized named James,

10 et v John Nicol & iLsobel Little john at Grange ol
Conon had a child baptized named John.

10 May, 1777. Robert Nicol & Marjory Anderson at B, Seatown
had a child baptized named Robert.

iR T . George Nicol & Elizabeth Black at Collistown Mill
had a child baptized named William.
SRR ik John Nicol & Isobel Littlejohn at Grange of Conan

had a child baptized named James.

LY
6 Sep. 1778. David Doeg & Isobel Kerr in Bog of Guthery Hill
had a daughter baptized named Margaret.

6 Oct. ) John Nicol & Margt. Chrystie in Ground of Letham
had a son baptized named Alexander.

18 Apr. 1779. Gecorge Nicol & Elizabeth Black at Collistown Mill
had a son baptized named George.

e Jlm 4 John Nicol & Isobel Littlejohn at Grange of Conan
had twins baptized named David & Isobel,

TRl " Robert Nicol & Marjory Anderson at Seatown had a
daughter baptized named Elizabeth,.

8 Jun. 1780, John Nicol & Margt. Christie at Letham had a son
baptized named John.

1 Nov, 1 David Doig & Isobel Kerx in Smiddy Croft had a
son baptized named David.



ARBROATH PUBLIC LIBRARY

William Coull Anderson Library of Genealogy

Telephione : 2957

Keeper : LAWRENCE R. BURNESS,
F.R.G.S., F.S5.A.(Scot.)

TOWN HOUSE,
ARBROATH,
ANGUS, DDI1 1HP

el Eh, AuEUS L. 19.76 ¢

EXTRACT OF o R it sonissssntion FROM THE PARISH RECORDS OF......... SfeYigeans....

25 Nov. 1812. George Nicol of the Forfarshire Militia and Ann
Doig had a daughter baptized named [blank].
,"\U«‘:/M’/&/\‘;(;‘—

d
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ANGUS DISTRICT LIBRARIES
William Coull Anderson Library of Genealogy

Telephone : 8221 DEWAR HOUSE,

Keeper : LAWRENCE R, BURNESS, HILL TERRACE,

ARBROATH
F.R.GS., F.S.A.(Scot.) AiiGLs BB 1A

...............................................

Mrs. Floyd M. Rittenhouse,
Rural Route One,

Pontiac,

Illinois, 6176k,

U.8.4,

Dear Mrs., Rittenhouse,
Thank you for your letter of 24th. June.

I was in Edinburgh but did not have a great

deal of success with your family. I searched the Arbroath and
St. Vigeans Registers but was only able to get the birth of

your great-grandfather and the marriage of his parents. I also
found a birth entry of a child of George Nicol and Ann Doig

but the cHild's name was not filled in. It would appear that
your great-great-grandmother's name was Susan Cant and not

Sinclair as you have stated. In view of the detailed information

which you gave me of the children of William Munro and Margaret
Nicole it is strange that I could not find any of these entries
and I am wondering if they were registered in one of the near-by
Parishes. Of course, one must always bear in mind that in
those days registration was not compulsory and they may not have
bothered to register these births.

Extensive enquiries have been made about
the foundry of William Munro but I cannot find out anything about

156

' Please let me know if you wish any further
searches to be made. In the meantime, I shall be grateful if
you will send to me B 5.00 in respect of the information I am
enclosing. It will be in order for you to send me your

personal cheque.

Yours sincerely,

R Rarean

—
-

L~Q*0Nh~c~




" Feby 9, 1979 _

Dear Ruth Xnapike-

T had thought T was doing a nice job of keeping up with the flow of
mtil, until T moved something on the desk the other day and came across
your letter from Decerber. My apologies.

I intrigued to hear from someone with such a direct link to Ringling
and the Basin. Last July, one of my distant cousins got us topether for
a Doig family reunion--the first ever=-in Ringling and at the Dave Doig
homestead, My uncle Fdwin Doig, and Valter &and Nellie Doig of Dave Doig's
offspring , were the only family members left who had grown up there e
(although my aunt Anna lives in Nebraska, and an uncle named Claude is in
Michigan). OSome of the other Basin people were Johmny Gruar, who lived’
with the Jake Mitchells, and some of the Christisons., Also, there was
the great-nephew of Tom and Mary Garr; and Bob Campbell, whose mother was -
a Doig.

Cllfford isa pmzed person ‘o mo' I don't know anyone I value in qulte
_the same way. He seems plemd that »hg s in my hook as meh as he is, which
is a relief to me.

Ttve also heard from a rumber of' Angling peoplet Jake last, Bdith Brekke, 5
2 man named Ford (his father was Arch Ford, I think), and I saw J-sobel ﬂccurry
during a bookstore party in Gt. Falls® last fall. . ; v

Anyway, 1'm glad you .‘..Lked the book, and if my wife and I g_,et tqrough
Lewiston we'll look you.up. I would be interested in seeing the pictures,
ard the frame, sometime, And my special regards to your mothers I wiah she
could have been at the gathering in the Basin 1aut su:mer.

# xfery-bést,
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Le@B=79
vesy Mr. Dolg,

Thank you for the distinct pleasure of
reading your book THIS HOUSE OF SKY.

I grew up in Havre and Helena, though
the last thirty years here have made me
know I would 1live nowhere else now.

Your evocative wordings took me on a
lovely trip down memory lane with all

my senses...and how aptly you portrayed
the vastness of 1t alll! Most importantly,
your message of continuity and caring
would touch any reader from Hong Kong to
Havre.

Thank you again... I look forward to your
next book!

Sincerely,
Ann M. Henson

2644 W. Lynn
Seattle 98199



9 Feb, *79

ABEr Al Hengon-- :

Thanks for taking the trouble to write me in praise of |
House of Skye I've heard {rom many Montanans, pasi and
presert, and ome of the best rewards of the book has been
how well they've all liked ite

How, the next task is %o try do sorething sinmilar :m a
book about this reglon, to express something of the feeling ;
for the Hortimest by those of us whio have asdopted Lie srede |
TH'11 take mo the rest of this year in the writing, ut so %
far it foels promising. |

8ll hest regards
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52 Columbia Street

Newark ,;OH 43055

29 Jan 1979
Mr.Ivan Doig,c/o Harcourt,Brace,Jovanovich:

I have seen damn little of Montana, such as the area along the railroad
en route to Korea, and a larger view this summer, past the place where Custer
bought the farm, The few books I recall reading about Montana have been good
ones, like Eliét Paul's"Ghost Town on the Yellowstone" and Garcia's "Tough
Trip Through Paradise., "This House of Sky" is equally good, and not like the
others either. :

You may not have had a large family, but they came through as a damn good
one, troubles to the contrary. You may hear from their remaining friends and
cousins. Your father sounds like one of those rare people who could lead and
not have to drive very often. For everyone of that sort, there is some sad
apple who has to threaten and blackmail and a couple hundred who couldn't
lead thirsty cows to a waterhole upwinds,let alone get along with people. I
recently had a boss of the former sort and seeing him retire was a pleasure
shared by the rest of the guys I worked with,

At the time your story begins, I was far away in Europe assisting Ike
to convert Germany back to a peaceful tand, As could be plainly seen,life
on the home front was no dmamn bed of roses at times either.Montana in the
late 40s and 50s sounds like a fine place for someone who could stand bad
waather and didn't mind working like hell,

One 1little tﬁing reminded'me of another book, McGrath biting the balls
off the lambs echoes a part of Errol Flynn's life story, in which Flynn once
worked on an Aussie sheep station and being low man on the taoem pole, got to
"dag the hoggetts'" as the Aussies put it. Hard to imagine the debonair dame-
chaser like that, but it seems to be a system used here too. The only member
of the Clan McGrath I know is a former Army nurse and I'll have to mention
that to her next time I write....Good for a laugh,maybe,..

I was raised till I was 12 by my mother's paternal grandmother, a widow
of a Civil War soldier, and a farmer's wife for many of her years, who had
buried most of her kids., I learned a lot of things about the Civil War and
wish to God I could remember all of them, I have a fragment or two of poetry
she wrote, She and your Grandma Ringer were not too much schooled, but very
well educated in their own way. Your account of life with your Grandmother
sounds at times like things I remember, though not in detail. The old timers
are gone, but it was good to know tnem,

While I doubt your book will sell a million, I extend my best wishes
on that line. It will be appreciated by a lot of people who lived a life
such as you did when you were young., It might even get some present sheep
raisers to read more and spend less time on the rangé...s.<1've seen some

sheepwagons in the last few years, such as you mentioned, They look a bit

nicer than a pup tent, Sincerely f % ﬂ %
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Febe 2, 479"

Dear Aill Stocktone-

Well, thanks for your words about House of Skys I don't think I've had
any others which were done at the risk of a hwsehold civil war. No higher.
compliment possible, I guess,. ' . '

Your original part of ‘the com'fbry intrigues me. A grad school friend
of mine teaches at Highlands in Nas Vegas, and while 4 gather you're likely

from farther north, that area was a revelation to me--the Great Plains

beginning at the outskirts of town and going on off around the planet until

they by god feel like stopping. I hope you are ‘able to get to some writing
about your past (my apologies to Ann; tell her I don't want you to-embark = ¢
on it.if it's going t6 cost ym the marriage); one of the best surprises about '
House of Sky is that it seems to have made the stories of people of owr

vintage and background a more respectable comodity. I've had praises on the
book from reviewers I was certainwm would sneer at it from their big-city
typewriterse Iaybe this oountry isn't yet hopexesaly megalopolltan. e

T don't really know ahybody in AbJA except Holly Redell, *"‘acﬁ: ficCleary
in Chicago, and Merle Dowd out here. I intended to remedy that during a
NY trip last November, but finished business a day early and came home,
thereby missing the famous dinner that made a bunch of pmwpercmimi ASJAers
sicky I guessy as far as freelancing goes, I intend to try books; I'mshout
battered out of the magazine field after 10 years of staweling income. :

I don't think House of Sky will bring me the pile of money you mshed but

it's at Ieast buying me a year or two of msmctability.

1 hope we'll mebt sometime, We'll drink a t’oas;t, in damnation of sheep.

best




Ivan Doig:

I ﬂ@ﬁte the attached letter in a moment of emotional reaction
to your book. I left it on the desk of my wife, who was out of
town at the time. She read it and wrote the note you see in red
ink. She thought I wanted her to edit the letter and that I would
then retype it. I didn't want her to edit it and I didn't intend
to retype it and was irritated that she had marked it up. Her note
didn't refer to the letter so much as my remark about going back
to my ancestral grounds. That's what she wanted to talk about.
It's not something she's keen on.

Anyway, then I went away for Christmas. Then the letter got
buried on my desk. Then I couldn't get around to investing in a
long distance call to the ASJA office to get your address. So,
finally, I've written this note and now I'm sending it all off to
the ASJA and they can forward it.

I still think about your book. Excellent work. I hope you make
a pile of money.

WS

January-192, 1979



Main Street
Cepdke, K.Y, 18516
December 5, 1978

Ivan Doig:

L4
L]

I have just fimished your book and must write (most
unusual behavior for me) to say how movimg I fimd it. Several
& times in the last chapter I had to migmes stop and pace
furiously through the dark and coolimg house imnto my study
ard stare from the w1mdow into the blackness of the winter
night.

Like you, I am a writer, toiling om that msrgim of

writing reserved for the free lance, I come from a cattle
ranck in the hlga mouataing of nortaerm New Mexice. I, too,
cam remember the day I turmed away from the drudgery. I have
gsought and still seek dwseimms& the kermel of my herltage B il
that that arid lamd amrd those stubborm piomeer stock who are
my family have Jsmidmpscherr passed om. Oftem of late, Amn, my
wife, also a writer, and I have mmk plotted a returr to my
ancestral grounds to compare then with row, to seek my past.
The place that you had im your family's life and the place they
had ir yours seem pwmme s0 much like my own. Your work has
evoked much thought from me. Now, more than ever, it seems

I must returm before it is too late. ‘

The Stocktons were always cattlemer. As am FFA
menber, I introduced the first sheep, a small flock eof
guffolkes., I foumnd them as stupid as you did, more dim, inm
fact, tham chickems. My father had the good sense to rid himself
of them after T moved omn to college, big cities and the
mysterious east.

Sowierepeerr (Good heavens! I've never writtem a ’
farn letter to am author before.

Regards,

CM

% William Stockfon

X tk)JL ,
e
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N. 308 Sunderland Road
Spokane, WA 99206

December 23, 1979

Mr. Ivan Doig

¢/o Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc.

757 Third Avenue

New York, N.¥., 10017

Your book, THIS HOUSE OF SKY took me down memory lane fifty years back. I will reread it
when my husband and I return from a three-week's trip to South #merica. We are leaving
Friday, January 26.

after being graduated from college in 1927, at age 22, I went to Ringling to teach in its
two-teacher high school. I knew your father slightly, having met and danced with him at

the local dances. I taught your mother, Bermeta Ringer,but I cannot remember meeting your
grandmother, though likely I did. 7You meet everyone in a town of that size. Many a pleasant
weekend was spent at the Higgins Ranch and also with Florence and Ross Higgins. Walter was
unmarried at that time. I still send and receive Christmas notes from Florence. The young
man I was going with worked at the Higgins Ranch and sometimes on weekends we would ride
horseback to the tops of some of nearby hills and sometimes he would shoot a coyote. Your
excellent descriptions of the area brought back a clear picture of those sagebrush hills.
Also, we sometimes we took supplies to sheepherderfs wagons by truck. White Sulphur Springs
was a special treat for dinner or the other high school teacher and I would go up by train
and stayr. over night to enjoy a sulphur bath. On one such trip John Ringling held the train
while someone rushed back to the house to get Mrs. Ringling's jewel case which the maid had
failed to pick up.
In summer I spent the vacation time at my parent's farm at Valier, where I had gone to school
from the sixth grade through high school., All that territory was also very famili ar-=Dupuyer,
the Indian reservation, and all the creeks and .Pivers which were the locations of Sunday pic-
nics, I taught in Shelby High School from 1932 - 1936 after which I came to Spokane.
You did a beautiful job in depicting the hard life in Montana and your:tdescriptions are oute
standing. If possible, I would like to mail your book over for an autograph., I'd surely ap=
preciate it.

Sincerely,
;%ZéAL.CZ?;éZ 7‘522a&¢(&2//

}‘;I‘S. O- ..No Purcell










29 Ban. '79
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Your checkmst arrived, and as quickly as I can this week,
I'11 get a copy of House of Sky=~I'm momentarily out of |
copies myself--and inscribe it end mail it to your parents.
Thanks for your interest in the book, and good luck with
your school career,
; ~ best rerards



Mbs. gogn H. aL/aauy @W s~
Wu.
Warwick, Rhods Usland 02556 v e
Jan, 22, 1979

Dear Mr. Deig,

This is te thank you for a very moving and satisfying -
experience in reading "This Heuse of Sky."As a 62 year old ..
lierarian with threatened visien, I ne lenger read many
pooks, Put 1 de cever many reviews in my werk. Its title
and the New York Times review led me te yours.,

Its foecus and tone are abselutely unfaltering. -Swwe
Seme writers weuld have made the events ef yeur life inte
82 grimly ¥realistic"™ werk, seen threugh a glass darkly as
se much realistie/maturalistie werk hes been. But yeu
saw it, and reflected it, as threugh a prism -- kright and
celorful and flashing, warmed ®y the charaeters of Dad and
Grandma, sand the ¢lear visien of the yeung man yeu became,

Your title and subtitle took me kack te 194l when, as

a city bred Easterner, I went te Farragut, Idahe te werk fer
& year 8s a civilien lisrarian at the naval training . Twe

of my ece-workers were girls frem Mentana. The parents ef
one ewned a little restavrant in Cut Bank, snd the parents
of the ether a vast acreage where the nearest nelghber was
miles away. But beth yearned te return te their herses
and the wide sweep of Mentana. Anether, elder, weman was
woerking at the statien with her husband te get a stake te
herd their ewn sheep. They had evidently spent mest of
their lives in ether peeple's sheep camps. I hepe they
made it. He later went te werk emn the eenstructien eof the
atemic energy plant at Hanaferd, which even then was
spoken of in werried tenes, its threats already vaguely
felt. * enjeyed listening te thesec wemen talk ef the
lives they had leved, in spite of the varying degrees of
hardship and iselation whiech all had experienced.

One more personal nete - My father was eof Scettish
ancestry and he and I feund deep pesce in the ceuntry.
My mether was e¢ity bern and bred and we lived in a suburk
of Buffale in a small, ecemfortable heuse with neighsers
a driveway's wiath away. She kept e¢lese track of us. But
for his precious 2 week vacatien, which we spent in the
country in Cansda, my father and I escaped inte a werld eof
sur ewn cheosing. It was net se speaieus as Mentana, but
Lake Erie stretehed out in PFrent ef our cettage, and
behind were fields and woods where we stered up energy te
face the eoming winter siege.

$o much for my reminiscences which yeur fine book
trigrered. One of the pleasures of advanecing age is the
framing ef goed memories. I lesk ferwerd te yeur werk en

the Nerthwest and wish yeu well in all things.

dsr ity }%ﬁ”, s




31 dan, '79

Dear Mrs. Haerrye-

Thanks so much for taking the trouble to write me about House of
Sky, It always gives me most pleasure when the book strikes a personal
chord with someone.

Since you are something of a one-time Westerner, you might like to
read, if you haven't already, Norman Maclean's title story in A River
Runs Through It, It's set in the Missoula-Hamilton country, and is a
bit racier in spots than my book, but I think the writing is just
splendid. I avoided reading it while working on House of Sky, and am
glad I dide-it might have been dauntinge

4

The words seem to be flowing well on my Northwest booke With luck,

it'&1 be in print by early fall of '80.

all best wishes




January 20, 1979

Dear Mr, Doig,
I have just finished This House of Sky and must say that I am

very deeply moved, At times, I couldn't help ecrying--especially in the
last two chapters, You have bravely laid yourself open in your work and
I very much appreciate your reflections,

We have traveled a somewhat similar path, I was born and raised
in Billings and took a degree in FEnglish from Yale, My first book was
nublished la t year--a simplification of the how and wherefore of energy

gonservation in the home--called How to Cut Your Energy Costs, I

afraid that I don't have your taste for freelance work, however, and for
the moment have gone back to school to study the trade of business, I am
now in the first year of a master's degree from the Yale school of
Organization and Ma agement,

As T think about my career change and my plans for the future, yomr
reflections on Montana and your own career changes came close to my
heart, This is clearly secondary, however, to your thoughts on loved
ones and the landscape of Montana,

If and when I get to Seattle, I would appreciate a chance to meet
and perhaps have lunch, Again, thank Jou for a very good book and a very

deep personal experience,

Besy wighes,

Kim Hart

178 Mill Rock Road
Hamden, Conn, 06511




N Jane 79

Dear Xim Har te-

Thanks so much for writing me about House of Sky, I'm p&ticularly
pleased it struck some chords in a fellow Montanan,.

T never have encouraged other people to risk the freelance life, and

T think now I positively spezk against it, at Jeast in the magazine field,

It's nrcbah‘l.y my ten-year fatigue showing through, but I'm very disconsolate
about the chances of staying financially alive as a megazine freelance.
Inflation is roaring cver the very low level fees which magazines seem
determined to pay. It's been a hard admission for me, because I've done
magazine work of one kind or another since I was a junior in college, butb

I think any magazine writing I do for the foreseeable future will be pretty
incidental, I zpplaud your decision to study business, in other words.

The title of your book caught the eye of my wife, who has hopes we may
somehow tighten up 'c.his typically loose suburban house we live in. - Could
you send a copy==we 'a ve pleased to have you sign ite-and I'll send you a
check for it?

Aml yes, if you ever get out here there's probably no reason we couldn't
have lunch, unless I'm in a writing blitz,

best regards

EERSTRE  S CE S

PeSe Are you a Hart of the Hart-Albin st.ore in Billings? I ask because,
against all my expectations, House of Sky has done wonderfully well in
Billings, mostly due to Dorothy Lough of the H-A bookstore, who probably

is going to end up selling more copies of Sky than anyone else in the nation.
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i‘rom a mngber PE. peopIo whoae
e more dﬁ‘ficqh; in manzﬁ casas; i

I'm sure ’ﬁhat,u;gn one

o would have known your peo
_been interesting to mesel- i‘elt, when my
visit ﬁrandmothef 5 88 l.& m; were ‘coming to qmte

4 I wia I kne :

¢ Fivia

w

I now fael considerably more allegianee to‘ the. Nm'thwest than- to
‘Montana, and gonsider I'm ﬁfg‘bahly here to- atay. I'm at wp’rk mﬂm
a book set hera in ‘the Puget Sow ‘,mu;;tr;y. Wploealag, Wl -

J'm happytosignabookwmn it"’otn onvenie Jdone, ‘Ifyou?
_place of work is somewhere ‘convenient,’ I conld ¢cme by aametim whm
T'm outs or we could do it by maile-l think the. hoﬁk rate is 66¢3 0r

it may. ba that I'll han imt more bookstare. ng party, tthlg‘h 5
“that's not certain, . If any of this i '*feasib}.%rdmgm a.card and we'll.
_“try. arrange it; sorry to, deal bymil’“ but I pz‘et‘by meham hhe phdm :
. 'shut, down during work n’n thia next booko

Again thanks for writ&ngn _-}‘t!g. dﬁtﬂ%plusm'bm
another Kont.aman. ot o B o ;

4




January 1l3th, 1979
63 West Parish Road
Westport, Conn 06880

Dear Mr. Doig:

A brief fan letter, this, to say Halleluia, qugvo
and hurrahs for writing such a book as "This House of Sk)}",

What a joy to have stummbled across it in the library and
to have discovered in its reading that American literature
is alive and breathing way out ther7ﬁn the far west.,

Bravo for no rape scenes.. no two headed protagonists...
no neurotically painted characters who, in théikr one sided-
ness bear little fesemblance to the people we know.

What a thrill to read what youv'e done in this book
to reestablish the English language in your own unigue
style.

You have added grandeur to both life and language to this
avid searching reader and shown me that all is not dead
in the American literary scene.

Allow me a question(not necessary to answer):

The librarys' lending data in the back of the book
registers}oo few borrowings and this breaks my heary
and can only indicate too little publicity.We hear in
the moribund east NEED to read authors like you.

The question, then is does Harcourt Brace, thinking of

you as a "regional writerf/not bublicize you and others
)

outside your so called "region?.




I€ not, they should and I hope in your next work you
will see to it that they do .. even if you yourself
hate the publicity rigmarole.

As I say, we here in the east, surfeited by smoggy skies
and minds réally DO need to read authors like you.

You have enlarged my life by your writing and your themes
so thankyou for sharing with me in such an outstandingly
creative way. And what a grand wife came into your life.

Good luck to you both,

\

(Jean Hollyman)

P.S. As you can see from my typing I'm an amateur

at it but , were I to write by hand you'd never know
what I had to say.. and were I to retype 'till perfect
the same would hold true.my apologies.
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Dear ‘iod ‘%elcher--

uy Tow we've shared conalderahle newsprint in the Seattlc Times: Ma,gaz:me,
and T'm plad we've at last med, if only by mefl, T'm doubly glad to have
your words about the craftsmanship of my work; I think being a decent °
craftsman is one of tha highest calllngs, and am pleased to be counted as
one o o

I was interested to hear about your years in Iﬁssoﬁla.‘ 1 don't: know
whether you would recognizé the place now--shopping mall upon mall on the
road toward Hamilton. Also, judging from my experience when Twas plugging
House of Sky theré one weckend last fall, there's a novelist or poet--good
ones--bghind every jackpine now, Also, something you mentioned about having
been mostly in "the western part of the state" caught mes During that
Missoula weekend; a fellow came in the bookstore there: and said that, 4l though
he normally collected only books of west slope (of the Rockies) wri ters, he

was making an exception for mine, I was bowled ever, because I grew up

thinkine T was in western Montana, what with those hundreds of ‘miles of - ;
eastern Montane --the plains cmmtry--stretchlrg off from us to the Dakotas.
KIT 3 matter of perSpective.

Angy JWR", thanks immensely for taking time to write about Sky; it means much
to me when a fellow word-worker makes the minutes to do so. And L trust, as
an old Hitterrost hand; youlve read A River Runs Through It, by Norman Haclean. ,
T deliberately never read it doring-The years of work.on E'Ey, but _caught up’
with it a few months ago, and thought it lovely.

“best repards




Rod Belcher ‘

Information Officer

Public Affairs, District No. 1 ‘

Washington State
Department of Transportation

6431 Corson Ave. S.

Seattle, WA 98108
Phone 206-764-4097



January 19, 1979

Dear Mr. Boige.iis

Over the past several years, your name became familiar to me through the
freelance pieces under your byline I've run across in various local publications.
I learned early that if it was signed by you, the piece would be well crafted and
highly readable. I even clipped out a thing you did on palindromes in the
Times Magazine a few years back and sent Xeroxes of it to a few friends who
are somewhat nuts (like myself) on word and language exercises.

Based strictly on the name familiarity, I sugpgested to my daughter that if
she was hard pressed to think of a Christmas gift, "Ivan Doig's book, 'This House
of Sky' might be a possibility." (I'd seen it advertised.)

Fortunately, she followed through. I finished reading it a few days ago
and, based on the feeling that a sincere compliment is never out of place,
I have to say the book was a beautiful reading experience. You had me getting
out my Montana map and trying to follow along the place-and-time track of your
narrative. It helped considerably because I have never been to the parts of
Montana where you grew up. I now almost feel like I would recognize those
places if I went there.

Back in 1942, when I was 21, two other college friends and I hitch-hiked to
Missoula from California to enroll at summer school (we knew we'd all be in the
service shortly and were looking for a fairly remote college adventure.) I wound
up getting a job as news and sports director in a radio station there -- the start
of almost 28 years in the broadcasting business. The three of us loved Montana,

but traveled only in the western part of the state. After getting through with the

war, I returned to Missoula to resume my job. But as you well know, you almost
have to leave Montana unless you're an owner of land or a business. No more
details, but I've lived in Seattle for almost 28 years now and am a confirmed
believer in this area as a place to live.

I guess what amazed me most about '"Sky" was the fact that it all took place
in the 1940s-50s. I kept thinking: God, this sounds like it all should have
happened in the 1910 - 1630 time frame -- maybe in the days Hamlin Garland
wrote about or some such.

Another thought. The name Doig is an unusual one. My maternal grandmother's

maiden name was either Duhig or Duig, I am not sure which -- but she was from the
New England area someplace. Scotch-Irish. (Who knows, there could even be a
connection 'way back when, though I'm not a pursuée of roots.)

In closing (and I'm not really doing an adequate job of being complimentary)

let me note that you succeeded in doing the near-impossible: Keeping a first-person

narrative from the pitfalls of self-indulgence. No small accomplishment.

I'11 surely look forward to your next book--the one plugged in the jacket

notes.
%’“‘OM
Rod Belcher
g 7"{ e NE

OO0 e
& eatll 95/S”




619 West Walnut
: Lompoc, Ca, 93436
: January 9, 1979

Dear Mr, Doig:

Just finished your book, of which I got two copies for
Christmas, one from each of two Mosntana-based daughters,

You stirred sleeping memories and vibrated dying nerve circuits, Alshough

I'm a generation ahead of you and female, the parallels in our experi-
ence seem 8o interesting to me that I write you about them.

Last year, at the urginé)f our six children, who want them for their
children, I had already begun my memoirs about growing up on a home-
stead in central Montana: about Dad who came into Montana in 1898
building railroad bridges for Nels Peterson, about Mother who never
intended to leave Sweden and spent the rest of her life trying to get
back there---you get the idea,

Like you, I began to gobble the printed word early on., When I
started school, I had to learn Englsth as well as the reading of it,
but by the end of that first year I had grasped the fundamentals of
both language and symbol.

Erom Highwood High Bchool and a graduating class of four students
(Know where Highwood is?) I went "east" to college and made ma cum
Lalide and Phi Beta Kappa. In J school at the time were Eric Severeid,
Richard Scammon, and Hedley Donovan,

No scholarships in 1933 that I could locate, but tuition at the U of
Minnesota was $20. per quarter plus $10, for out-of-gtate, altogether
$90. a year., Originally, I had dreamed of going to Nyrthwestern but
their tuition was $450. Minnesota also offered the Coop cottages where
we lived well for about $25, a month, room and board, I washed dishes
for spending money and made my entire wardrobe each summer. Csme home
only for summers; railroad fare was a large item in that 1933 budget.

When I tried to major in Journalism the assistant dean turned me back.
"We seldom place our top-notch men graduates these days," he said, "A
mediocre man often gets hired ahead of a top-notch woman, If you want
a job, I suggest you major in English, minor in Journalism and be sure
you get a teachers' certificate., Theyu still hire teachers."

So I followed that advice and got a job in Ekalaka, Montana,to teach
four classes of English, one of journalism, supervisef{ the school paper
and the amnual, Amanage the library, coach the girls' basketball team,
and teach them tennis.,

Ekalaka, even more than White Sulphur, lived and lives on cattle and
sheep. Half of gmy scholars were the children or grandchildren of cow=-
boys who had come up the trail from Texas or Oklahoma. Many of these
old-timers were still alive in 1936, The school spoke with a southwest-
ern drawl,




Again, I could go on., But now you see why I did read every word of
your book, which I seldom do in recent years. I even weighed carefully
the numerous adjectives, adverbs and manufactured verbs, You stylg is
not my stylg; nevertheless, I did enjoy it. My own predilection is for
skinny, straight-up-and-down prose.

If we drive to Montana in early April and come near your house, would

you autography my books for me? Are you anywhere near Interstate $05?
I could also mail the books to you with return postage.

Sincerely,

vl

Prepared envelope enclosed for your reply.




19 January '79

Dear HMarie MacDonnld ==

Thanks so much for troubling to write. I'm curious to know whether,
when a person has two copies of House of Sky, it reads twice as well as
it otherwise would, or only half,

I've heard from a number of Montamans, present and ex-, and quite a few
of them have stories, lives, at least as interesting as mine, I'd say
vou're probably in that company. Also, you come from what I consider one
of the real ends of the earth, Flalaka.

You likely conldn't tell it from the prose in House of Sky, but I too
Iike skinny, straight-up-and-down writing: Orwell, Sylvia Ashton=warners.
But I also like the adventure of language-~-St. Exupery, Loren Hiseley--
and seem to be in a mood now to see what possibilities I can achisve with
words. One thing hardly anyone seems to notice: that no matter what chances
T take with verbs, etc., my words generally are the shortest, most Anglo=-
Saxon, furdamental ones I can find, Anyway, it may be that before too long,
maybe the book after the one I'm on now, I may work back to some simpler
language. But I dumno,

your

7'd be plad to sign ymmt book(s), but I am going to be hard to catech this
summer , because I'1ll be deep in archival research for this next book. Also,
I turn of f the phone wiién I'm home writing, so I'm exasperating to try get
hold of, usuallye If you'd prefer to send the books--I think the postage,
special Lith class, is 66¢ each, or was the last time I looked--I'1]l happily
inscribe for youe

I

Best regards. You are going on with your writing, I hope?
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GO D& 8 ‘.'« “‘.. ke A8 G 'f’l" D Rde m &W (5
me I ;s%*r ja ¥ the ofhdl day and,
tm momeniar Wcs of This

_”ﬁ. I should be rece:viu_ sore @W
.i 11 ll a mpy sent. to youwr parenis, s
1l-=the book is £9.%, book rate pus‘oaw is (6¢, the maller
is about 304 -«w¢‘- nd I eon inseribe a book snd get &€ off to

them in the next few weeks. Best of luck with your studies.
regards
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Dee. 18, 78
Bex #13
Big Timber, Mt.
59011

Dear Mr. Deig;

My sen sent me ycur beek, new that I?tveread it I wender if he tee, felt
kigé##éhip te you. I appreciated the lecale you se vividly describe, having »
spent time in mest eof the places, :

I couldn't get beyend the sadness, it was se mueh my sen's life. Yeur
dad did think mere abeut yeur welfare than I'm afraid I did fer Jerry!'s.

My sen was shuttled frem grandparents te step-daddies until he was 15,
During these tragic, fermative years he tee learned te enertain himself as we
lived en iselated ranches in Sweetgrass and Stillwater Ceunties. It must have
been deubly hard en Jerry as I was the "battered wife syndreme'" trying te
survive, Jerry learned quickly te ke his ewn man. He decided early that
ranching w=s fer the birds. He get stuek milking 15 eews by hand and slepp-
ing 50 head ef hegs, time and time again, while his drunken step-father
wheeped it up in seme saleen.

He turned eut well,tee, majering in Tolitieal Seience at U. eof Idahe.
Spent twe years at Bremerten, Wn. after graduatien then en te D.C. He did ge
off the deep end a ceuple times emetienally but net due te drinking er caureusing.
He married a girl frem Dengark and they have three ehildren.

There was a Claude Deig whe lived neighber te us in Sweetgrass Ce. He had
three children a little elder than Jerry. His wife was the fermer Dera Shellhamer
frem Ringling area. Their life tegether was a tragie life ef persenal mishaps.

She died in Billings frem an everdese ef drugs, the kids are scattered and Claude
died a few years later in Idahe.

I want te call attentien te a mistake in yeur Week I'm sure yeu get the infe
as“heresay:‘ Yoeu said that the Hutterite young men live in barzacks, neway. enly
if they are building a danghier eeleny and Lhey are away frem heme., They as a
peeple have the elesest family ties I've ever been areumd., If the family heme ic
erewded, the kids will sleep on the fleer until mere reem is available. If a yeung
man runs, his biggest preblem is net being able teo see hhis mether, that often
erings the Hutterite hack te the celeny when all else fails.

My ®seek en the Hutterrites is at the King Ceunty Libarary and the Beattle Lib.
The nase is“Beneath the Mask, life with the Hutterttegi I wrete the beek as an
autherity ef the subjeet having lived witk the peeple in their ewn hemes as ene of
them., I was net a guest, there is a b@E difference. This week was te test the
water, the next ene will be mere cencise and mere in depth. I was threatened by
seme of the Hutterrite besses hut as few had te adwit I did tell the truth but they
VIERSS'T pein 'y, Sincerely yeurs,

L ¥ .""-, s ;
il B %
June Leiey
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Cort (?) Conley, Cambridge, ldaho, called in admiration of Sky, Sept. '78;
had been given galleys by Jean Wilson of Boisee
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BRUCE DAVID WEISS
| 98-19 64th AVE, 4B
REGO PARK, N.Y. 11874
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December 6, 1978 v

Dear Mr. Doig:

Thanks so much for reply ing to my letter. In fact, tracking you down
became quite a game for me. I tried the Sherlock Holmes bit through
Emmett Watson, who guided me to Pacific Search, who said they would
relay any message, who never returned my call...but, now, all is well.
Again, my thanks for the card.

I do correspond with several other published authors, including Kurt
Vondecut¥, Terry Harper, Ron Kurz and Agnes Newton Kieth (remember,
"Three Came Home") from World War II days?

Anyway, I am looking forward with great anticipation to your newest
book. Please keep mf informed. I think yo ur literary style is
not only masterful, but great; and that I mean sincere ly.

Frances Tidyman was not teaching du ring my school struggles at
Valier, however my sister Frances slaved for her during her town
days when staying at the Tidyman home helping raise the boys, and
attending school. Paul and Olive Bruner I know.

You mentioned working for a farmer on irrigated land. Although I
lived on the Francis Hieghts bench abowe Lake Francis, possibly he
was a neighbor just over the hill. My cousins, still in the area,
and who I visit every three or four years, are the Geigers, the
VandenBos's and the Tronson's. My Valier years from 1932 through
1941 are my most memoriable and haunting (depression, crop failures
and HARD work). Luxury then was electric lights in 1938 and the
shcool bus so we could attend high school in town in 1939. But I
LOVE Valier add the surrounding countryside. Being an antiquer (no
thats Junker since I've been collecting for thirty years), XX I always
look for Western farm items, maps, globes and books whenever I am
in Montana. I have a good collection of Russell prints and several
original oils by Fred Oldfield (now considered one of the better
living Western ar tists).

I would like very much to have an hour of your time, and over a cup

of coffee, compare some notes. Would you consider this? If so,

please call me at either office number listed below, or in the evenings
my T¥XX¥ Tacoma h ome number is 927-0896. My entire family is most
anxious to read your book, and one brother, in particular, is most
desirbus to see you.

If you recall the newspaper, SPRAY, every so often a poem I compiled

when in High School comes back to haunt me, about the town of Valier,

and its most prompient citizens during the thirties. In fact, they
repeated it in the Fifty-year anniversary book gk published just before
they tore down the old high school and rebuilt. I attended that re-union,
and fortunately we had someone attending from all fifty graduating classes.

P. O. Box 3023 e Federal Way, Washington 98003 e Seattle: (206) 941-2800, Tacoma: (206) 927-0109
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As you undoubtedly can tell my th is prose, I no longer write much.
Out of practice completely. But I did spend several years in
newspaper reporting and as a newscaster with the networks and minor
stations, both radio and TV. Now I am only a "book-a-~holic"; but
have continously promised myself over the years that once I leave
the world of finance and greed for money, I woguld attempt, once
again to write. No, I don't poasess the Great American Novel in
my mind, but knowing many fascinating Extra-ordinary, ordinary
people, I do have considerable stories that I would like to work
on.

Enough is enough, Ivan. If y our schedule would permit it, please
arrange to meet with me. I would like that very much.

Respectfully, //

GORDON TRONSON

Please forgive any and all typing errors...this electric typewriter
hates me....think¢1'11 junk it and go back to the manual.

P. O. Box 3023 e Federal Way, Washington 98003 e Seattle: (206) 941-2800, Tacoma: (206) 927-0109



GORDON G. TRONSON

P. 0. BOX 3023 - FEDERAL WAY, WASHINGTON 98003 - (206) 941-2800

March 20, 1981

Dear Ivan:

Remember me....fellow Montanian emigrant to Northwest,
but whose heart still lives in Valier.

My last correspondence from you was at the time you were
beginning "Winter Brother's"; which I received for
Christmas and enjoyed very much!

Now, unless you're deep into something else, perhaps
you'll have time for that long delayed lunch. Please
call me at the number listed above (days, as its my
office teleph’one), and we'll set a definite time.

I come to Seattle quite regularly and can meet you

at your convenience...many unusual restaurants in Univ.,
district, close to you, that I try to hit monthly.
Thanks.

Warm regards,

TRONSON

Dear Gurdon Tronsone-

I'm going tc mve to take a bye on that lunch. am
at work now on & novel, which I have to hit the halfway
point of by early June, then am going to Montana for
some of the summer. Sorry I can't spring free, but time
could absolutely get away from me if I let it. Maybe we
can encounter when I get out in public again, reading and
&l gning books, after this novel is done. Glad you liked
Winter Brothers. I thought it was a risky book to do, but
it 's worked out finee

all the best




6133 Brooklyn Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98115
November 27, 1978

Ivan Doig
¢/ Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich
New York, New York

Dear Ivan Doig:

T am writing to you because I have just finished
reading your book, This House of Sky. Actually, my
husband read it first, having read the review of

it in the Weekly here in Seattle a couple of months
ago., He enjoyed it so much that he encowraged me

to read it, and I am writing to say that I think

it is a wonderful book, I kept feeling that I

was reading a unique language, one that you had in-
vented, which bordered on poetry in the careful and
precise choice of words. I had to slow down my
custormary break-neck reading speed in order to
take it all in!

We have told many of our friends here about the
book, and hope that they will read it, too.

I hope that you get this letter. I think that the
publishers should print their full address in their
books so that people like me can write to authors.

Thank you for writing, instead of taking that teaching

jobi
Sincerely,

bt Deuman Da's

Joan Dorman Davis
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S Dec. '78

Dear Joan=--
Many thanks for baking the trouble to write sbout House of Sy. . -

You're very much on target about what I tried to do in the booke= . S5
contrive languege as close to poetxy as poss:.ble, I suppose. And .
I'm abisolutely delighted whenever I hear someone. say, "I had to slcm S
down my reading to enjoy yair baok." . . . T et

D%

I'm at work on the next or;a, wh,wh a,gai.n will be flrst-person, but. s
set here in the Pacific Northwests If all goes well, 1t111 be. published 3
in autum of '80, Meantime, I'l1l exist on the memory of those of you 2
who liked Sky. ' < T da

S Mg B R ety e 6 10 1 AR .
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5 Dece 2, 78
Dear Judith Searge--

How strange a process a took is, beyinning as the mess I

make of ite-typiig, retyping, cutting, rpasting, perciling ine-
and ending as the mess you make of it by wderlining, At e

least it hes a few pristine bookstore morents in batweene

I apprecicte hearing from you; 1t's a bonus to a writer
to hear that the book has given pleasures T am at wark on
my next one, which f everything clicks on schedule should

be publisted in late '80. A slow business thistlae iV Y

, Many thanks for wiiting,
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JEC e Z, ‘?d
Dear Rate Renrelbe~

Thanks so much for your letter about my books Tt's the
first time anyone has compared my work to Urnie Pyle's, but
in this household that is a tribute of real worth: it was
the work of * nle Pyle which inspired my wife, when she was
a schoolgirl in Wew Jersey, to go into journalism.

I am at work on my nert bolk, ard I hope it is good news
to Fans of Sky in this repgion that it111 be set here in the
Pacific Northweste If 1 es well, it should be published
in the autumn of 80,

best regards
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WILLIAM REED COMPANY

300 NORTHCREEK, SUITE 190
3715 NORTHSIDE PARKWAY, N.W.
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30047
404-233-4608
November 4, 1983

Ivan Doig

c/o Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc.
757 Third Avenue

New York, NY 10017

Dear Mr. Doig,

My family has just completed reading your wonderful book This House of Sky
and I wanted to write to you to tell you how very much we enjoyed it. To
me, it brought back such warm memories of the time my family spent in Great
Falls when I was in the Air Force. It also recalled the gorgeous yet fierce
weather that became a part of our lives for the two years, 1963-1965, we
spent there.

But most of all I was impressed by your book because it was so well
written. I am a voracious reader and it is always such a joy to find
or rather stumble upon a gem of a book such as yours. My only hope is
that you will give us more of your extraordinarily superb work.

My Mother, age 83, is visiting us and was a short story writer in her
younger days. Self taught, a high school graduate, married at 18, she

had 23 stories published in the Saturday Evening Post, Colliers, Scribmers,
etc. and she too loved your work. She feels that it is so ''sweetly and
gently done" - a real classic.

Congratulations on a great work. The quality is magnificant.

Sincerely yours,

2,20

William P. Reed

WPR/sb




25 1‘"' .63
Dear Yir. Recde-

Appreciated your kimd words about House of Sky. You're
the only porson 7 've heard of who bas “warn™ memories of
Great Yalls; wswslly they're wintery and windy,

I am &t work on more Montana prose, a novel which will
be published in fall '@, Flease tell your mother for me
that in it, my narrator--ll; years old in 1939--uwill be
papering his bedroom with illustrations out of the Sat.
‘wve. Post and Colliers.

best regards
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Wishing you every happiness
this holiday season and
throughout the coming year
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"'Seeing Nature,’’ by Peggy Ann Eskra,

received a top award in the

nationwide children’s ''Joy of Seeing”’

art program sponsored as a public
service by the American
Optometric Association.

“Next to life itself, God’s most gracious gift is sight.”’

e Me

the auxiliary to the
American Optometric Association

This card and envelope are printed on 100% recycled paper,
made entirely from reclaimed waste paper.
No trees were destroyed to make this card and envelope.

50XM-357-T

©mcmuxxy RECYCLED PAPER PRODUCTS, INC.
Box 11384, Chicago, Illinois
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Original Art by Monica Beisner

© Sunrise Publications, Inc. 1978
Bloomington, Indiana
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802 Towen S4.
Helena, M, 59601
[1-12=78

Dear M, loig:

1 enjoyed "This House of Sky" immensely, as I was familiar with
moat of the places wu wrote about. [ was born and raised in
White Sulphur Springs; my parents, Jim and Jean Uuncan wene
pioneers, coming from Scotland in (904, '

[ knew yun Father, and met wur trail Mother and also yur Grand-
mother, Bessie Ringer. I nemember the loig brothers at dances in
Ringling, having a ball,..they were always so lively, which shows
one never knows what' Lies behind the acenes. Youn book had a sad-
ness to it, laced thru with melancholia.

%u mentioned the nubble that was once the grand old Auditonium.

I danced there [rom the time I was 17 into my eanly 20's, prion to

its demise. The roof evidently was leaking, as the Ringling Brothens
donated a circus tent, unden which we danced, and in the middle of

the ceiling was a huge, Aua,benr/er/, revolving sphene, covered with
minrons which neflected the Lights. They also held (hautauquas there
and on one occasion, when I was quite yung, the Gondons, (Ro.se, Geonge
and %’mng”}we invited o join the singing group and I was 40 im-
pressed knowing someone in show biz)

[ have lent the book #o Kathenine B ¢ NV eigh, who Lived in Ringling
and whose Aunts, Kathrin Donovan /@%novm bad a garage thene) and

Julia Sparkas (Henny Spanks was a nancher in the vicinity) are now Living
together at Birdseye,

Good luck to wu in tour career,

With best wishes,

e % W 3 “/-f"
Laobel K, Cboge;&, :




4

Nov. 28, '78

Dear Mrs. Choquette--

Thanlks so much for taking the trouble to write about This House of bSky.
I'™ especially pleased when the book strikes a ehord with people who
genuwinely know the Sixteen and Ringling and WSS way of life,

You're right, the book does have a melancholy streak, which I think was
right enough for the story of struggle I was trying to tell, but T'm just
as thankful to be out of it. The next book, which I'm just begimming on,
will be much better-humored; on the other hand, it won't be about Montana.

One of the most remarkable letters, and tributes, T've had was from
Clifford Shearer of WSS, my father's lifelong friend, Clifford was a
marvelous sowrce of help to me with the book, so I sent him a copy. He
wrote back, surely ore of the few letbters in his life; to say he liked
it, was proud to be in it, but it left Wim "kind of blue." The lament
I feel for the passing of that generation of Clifford and my fathe r. and
my grardmother is all in those words, I supose.

You mentioned the old Auditorium. T didn't have a chance bto use it
in the book, but someore, perhaps Gladys Hessler in W3S, told me that
at the New Year celebrations in the old ‘days, there'd be a big dance in
the Auditorium, and near midnight Tommy Meixsell would give a whoop for
every year of the century, then fire off a six-shooter at midnight. As
I remember the story, this was at the end of the 19th century, so that
Tommy had a good deal of whooping to doe

Should you happen to see Kathryn Donoven and Julia Sparks, my very best
to them; they are long-time friends of the family, and prized persons.

best regards
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Marjorie Sanders
5395 N. MT #31 -
8/20/81 Helena, MT 59601

Dear Iwvan:

I don't supose you even remember me...l see no special reason
why you should, but I remember you so very well; for some
reason, when I think of you, I see you coming down the street
at the side of Charlie, somewhere in the wvacinity of Shorty
Thunes barbershop, headed for the Rainbow no doubt, I especially
remember the red hair, and myself and someone else, a friend
no doubt, but it isn't clear to me who it was...(Verna Lee
Loveland, I think) are nassing you, headed in the opposite
direction, I supose this was the big ''Saturday night in W.S.S."
and there was a dance at the Rainbow. Anyway, this is always
the picture that comes into my mind. You were a little tyke
then, and I was probably 13 or 1l4. (I am 49 now).

All of this introduction into my letter is probably not necessary
but it seems so to me. I want to strike up some kind of a 'personal
touch'" for some reason, so that I can really tell you, how much I
loved you book, '""This House of Sky'. Gloria Manger gave it to me
for my birthday last year, I have read it twice, and am about to
pick it up again. I have never read a book twice in my life, but
then I have never read a book that hits home like this one, You
could have been describing my own life, in so many ways. I was
raised around sheep camps, shearing camps etc. My father was
also one "Hellofa-Sheep-man'" and I had always been told that

"ol Frank Madison is one of the best damn sheep men to ever

draw a breath" so of course, you know how a kid takes pride in
something like that, for the rest of your life. Your story

just took me back, like nothing I have ever come across before,
knowing almost every name you mentioned, every sheep-herder,

bar tender etc. I especially loved your bit about you and Fern
standing at the window, watching Charlie disappear into the
blizzard...I felt myself standing there at the window with you,

I could almost hear the wind whistle, see the whirling snow,

and the whole bit...it brought back scenes from my own life so
vividly. I see that book as a western,'"Gone With The Wind" and
I would give anything to see it made into a movie, if we could
get them to let you cast it, for no one else alive could pick
someone to play Bessie, or Fern, or Clifford S. or your darling
Dad. .but you; (or maybe me) ha ha. I remember very well the day
that I heard that your mother had died; It stayed with me for
many years, the thought of‘loosing your mother’was more than I
could conceve, and I cried as I said my Prayers at night, more
than once, when I included you.

Seriously, have you ever thought of trying to sell the book to
be made into a movie? I think someone like Michael Landon would
snap it up, but never let them make a short out of it, if it
would be made for t.v. it would have to be in sequals like '"'Roots"
( no shortage of imagination where I'm concerned...I have it

ready in the makings...ha ha). If you do, let me take part i
P God Bless

/950 (vt )

v
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Dear Marjoriee-

Thanks for taking the trouble to write. I d recall you, or more
properly, both you and Verna Lee, althbugh I don't know if you wun

a8 inseparable as you seem to be in my head, I made a quick look for
an old WSS annwal I have around here, to refresh the faces, but didn't
come up with it; maybe owr paths will cross in Helena sometime and I'll
see the origiml version imstead of the photographed one.

In fact, I may be in touch with you sometime as I get underway on a
Montare novel, I hope next years I intend to set it in the summer of
1939 and make it about ranching, so you may get included in the gather
as I talk to people about lore of sheep and sheepmen.

I appreciate your enthusiasm for the film possivilities of House of Sky,
but nobody from Hollywood with any dollars has shared it., (Strangely, my
secord book, Winter Brothers, is being made into a half~hour documentary
for public tv out here, even though it seems to me not nearly as filmable
as Sky.) I haven't minded much that there's been no interest so far; from
all T hear, it's very hard for a writer to keep control of what the movie-
makers do to his took. ILike anyone else, though, I could use the morey.
Will just see what eventuates, I guess.

Was in WSS briefly in June, but really don't get there much any more.

I fird it hard to put in much of a stay, so many of the family and friends
dead naw, so mny manories of them. Anyway, I'm glad House of Sky sounded
right to you. I spent an ungodly amount of time on it, and it helps to
know that someone who shared my background thinks the result was okey.

all the best

Something like this okay for your copy of the book?

.
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SHOREHAM - WADING RIVER HIGH SCHOOL

250 Route 25A
Shoreham, New York 11786-9745
High School Office: (516) 821-8140

Fax: (516) 821-8162

Dr. Joseph Hayward Mr. Jay H. Matuk
Principal Assistant Principal
821-8264 821-8135

February 11, 1998

Mr. Ivan Doig
17201 10th Avenue N.W.
Seattle, Washington 98177

Dear Mr. Doig,

As part of my AP American History course the students study the Frontier as an idea and its

impact on American thought. As part of this unit the students read This House of Sky and

compare your experiences with the idea of Turner Webb and Pat Lemrick. I thought you might

be interested in reading one, the enclosed paper is the best.
Sincerely yours,

Hed frogeure

Herb Meserve
enclosure
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The American frontier exists not only as a place, but as an idea, a philosophy that
has influenced an entire nation's collective character. It was historian Frederick Jackson
Turner who believed that American character was shaped, if not defined, by the frontier,
"an area of free land, its continuous recession and the advance of American settlement
westward."!  According to the beliefs of Turner and fellow historian, Walter Prescott
Webb, the physical conditions and environment presented by the frontier had a profound
influence on its inhabitants, forcing them to adapt to their surroundings and change their
attitudes in order to survive. As it is not only a place but a mental state as well, the
frontier helped to promote the characteristics of individualism, self-reliance and
democracy in Americans. Another school of thought, the New Western Historians, point
out that Turner's thesis is monocausationist and leaves out key influences on settlers, such
as natives, other ethnic groups, the East and the government. They believe that the
settlement of the American frontier centered around "the discovery of new resources and
the rush of population to exploit those resources."? Ivan Doig's autobiographical novel,
This House of Sky, is the story of one family's settlement in the Montana wilderness. In
this frontier setting, the three main characters illustrate Turner and Webb's thesis, as each
show how their lives have ultimately been influenced by their environment, both physical
and mental.

The harsh environment the Doig family lives in has a primary influence on their
life. The weather, in particular, shapes their mentality, as well as their actions. The
severe, snowy winters coupled with spectacular, grassy summers make life unpredictable
for any given year might bring devastating storms that destroy livestock or the blessing of

mild and temperate weather. The difficult winters breed a sort of endurance and grit into

I Frederick J. Turner, "The Significance of the Frontier in American History," The
American West, 247.

2Patricia Nelson Limerick, "What On Earth Is the New Western History?", 83.



those who live in such rugged country which transcends physical strength. Even in their
relationships exists the will to hold on and bear emotional conditions. Though Charlie
Doig's marriage with his second wife, Ruth, had been over before it even began, they
each felt the inexplicable need to see out one final winter together before she could leave.
"Perhaps it was a final show of endurance against one another, some way to say / can last
at this as long as you can."3 With this fierce sense of survival against the elements and
each other, all are able to survive except for Ivan's mother, an asthmatic who was "so slim
- too light a being to last there so near the challenge of timberline."4

The solitude of the frontier life also has an impact on the development of the
characters. Ivan learns, when his maternal grandmother comes to live with him and his
widowed father, that she had a particularly short temper which manifested itself in her
stony silences. Later in life, Ivan realizes that "such silences came out of years of having
no other defense: of being alone on a remote ranch, nowhere to go, no other person to
unbend to, when a stormy husband went into his own black moods."> Growing up alone
also had an effect on Ivan and his friend Tom Chadwicks, whose family he boarded while
going to school. Being "raised alone as best [their] families had been able to find time for
[them], each had come out of it with a knack the others didn't."® For Ivan, it is his love of
books which stays with him throughout his life. The solitude also helps Ivan to grow up
and leave his childhood behind at an early age. After his mother's death, Ivan and his
father are left by themselves. In the tough months that to follow, it was his "father's wise
instinct of treating [him] as though [he] was already grown and raised,"” that helped force

Ivan to mature, as the frontier is no place for a motherless child.

3 Ivan Doig, This House of Sky (San Diego: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1978) 103.

4ibid, 6.
Sibid, 129.
6ibid, 186.
Tibid, 67.



The frontier also creates an interesting relationship between the land and the
people who choose to live on it. Life for those on the brink or surrounded by wilderness
in the valley was a constant struggle with the land and the environment to scratch out a
living. "Anyone of Dad's generation always talked of a piece of land where some worn-
out family eventually had lost to weather or market prices not as a farm or a ranch or
even a homestead, but as a place."® First drawn to the rough Montana hills by the
prospect of raising sheep and cheap land, the Doig family's story is one of a long battle
against the elements, a constant struggle to come out on top over the conditions they lived
in. Despite its quirks and weather, the Smith River Valley and "its walls of high country
did fit that one firm notion that settlers held: empty country to fill up."® The uniqueness
of the American experience comes, in part, from the fact that, unlike European nations
whose problems arise from lack of land for their inhabitants, America has sought to fill
its land with people.

A certain adaptability and flexibility is also necessary to survive the
unpredictability of the frontier environment. Ivan's father shows a great deal of these
qualities in his willingness to work a variety of jobs throughout the novel. As a young
man, Charlie Doig worked as a cowboy, an apple picker in Washington's Yakima Valley,
a piler in a lumber yard before settling into sheep ranching. Though raising sheep
becomes his primary occupation, he takes time out to run a cafe with his second wife, and
do other odd jobs for quick cash when offered. Ivan, himself, must be flexible for he
moves around a lot. "In the several years between [his] mother's death and Grandma's
arrival, [he] had followed Dad through seven or eight places to live. In the year and a
half after [he] and Grandma left Ringling, [he] ricocheted among half a dozen."10 The

biggest adaptation Ivan has to make in the book is to his own mother's death. This

8ibid, 22.
9ibid, 21.
10pid, 157-158.



includes being treated like an adult by his father and the introduction of new women, such
as Ruth and Grandma, to his life. This ability to be flexible and adapt to adverse
situations applies not only to the Doigs, but to other settlers of the frontier as well. As
described in Webb's book, The Great Plains, settlers of the area west of the hundredth
meridian to the base of the Rocky Mountains had to adapt to the unique conditions
presented by their environment. A certain amount of flexibility was needed to adapt their
housing, methods of farming and way of life to their new arid, flat and treeless
surroundings.

The New Western Historians agreed for the most part with Turner's thesis on the
settlement of the American frontier, but felt that he left out many other important
influences. One such aspect absent from Turner's thesis is the impact of the community,
as well as a mutual dependency on one another, for it seems to go against the image of
the rugged frontier individual surviving on his own. The Doig's lived for some time in
town, where Ivan went to school and came to depend on his life there for it would
eventually shape his future. The system of sharecropping that Charlie Doig took part in
also relied on a sort of reliance. He worked the land belonging to another, splitting
whatever profits he made off of it with the landlord. In the face of a rough environment,
the landless and landed depended on one another for an income. Also, when Charlie and
Ruth owned a cafe together, they often gave meals "on account" when a customer was out
of money for whatever reason. Even the Doig's as a family come to depend on one
another. When Ivan's mother dies, his father is all he has to depend on until his
grandmother joins the family and fills the role of mother to him. Ivan even admits that
going off to college would be "a reverse trek"!! away from his family and Montana. In

such an environment as the one they lived in, it would be impossible to think that one

Hibid, 236.



could survive without a certain amount of dependency on others, even if its one's own
family.

New Western Historians would also point out that the Native Americans in Doig's
book were being exploited, just as they were when the frontier was first settled. The
reservation Indians in This House of Sky have been conquered, not by the six-shooter of
Webb's thesis, but by alcohol. Driving into town to buy their beer, they get into so many
accidents that the roadside begins to look like a graveyard with all the crosses put up for
each death. New Western Historians would point to this as a classic example of
victimization and exploitation. They would also say that the Native Americans were not
the only thing being exploited; the land was as well. Just as Ivan came back to Montana
to find "the sagebrush, the very coloration of that so-high prairie country, was beginning
to be erased under potent new plows and tractors and farming theories, they see the
negative environmental effects of frontier mining and other forms of exploitation had on
the land. "The invaders reshaped the environment. Those changes in the land undercut
older native economies and left no alternative to the new ways of living."12

Ivan Doig, his father and grandmother remain characters representative of the
American frontier spirit, despite historical discrepancies about its actual settlement. They
are embodiments of Turner and Webb's thesis and the American ideals of strength,
independence, and adaptability. Through the portrait that Doig himself shows of his life
in the Montana wilderness, This House of Sky shows the effects of the physical and

emotional environment on the family, and in a larger sense, on American character.

12E]liott West, "A Longer, Grimmer, But More Interesting Story," 108.
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