


By MICHIKO KAKUTANI

To Ambrose Bierce, slang was “the 
grunt of the human hog (Pignoramus 
intolerabilis).” To S. I. Hayakawa, it 
was “the poetry of everyday life.” 
Now, thanks to the herculean efforts 
of J. E. Lighter, a research associate 
in the English department of the Uni­
versity of Tennessee, American slang 
has its very own dictionary, a histori­
cal dictionary that stands as both a 
glossary of our ribald daily speech 
and an irreverent index of our na­
tion’s cultural evolution.

Although it’s frustrating that only a 
portion of this dictionary is now avail­
able — the second volume (H-R) is to 
be published in the spring of 1996, and 
the final volume (S-Z) is scheduled 
for the spring of 1997 — researchers 
and browsers alike will find Mr. 
Lighter’s first volume as deliciously 
readable as it is informative.

As Mr. Lighter points out in a suc­
cinct, eminently useful introduction, 
slang tends to flourish in subcultures 
that may employ a particular vocab­
ulary as a sign of status, solidarity or 
inclusion: among, for instance, stu­
dents, cowboys, drug users, athletes, 
musicians and ethnic groups. Black 
English and jazz slang, says Mr. 
Lighter, spread with the great north­
ward migration of black Southerners 
during the 1930’s, and military slang 
proliferated in the wake of the two 
world wars. In the last several dec­
ades, the dissemination of slang has 
accelerated rapidly along with the 
communications explosion. Indeed, 
many of the more recent entries in 
this volume seem to have originated 
with television shows, movies and 
commercials.

There’s “beam up” from “Star 
Trek,” of course, and “bippy” from 
“Rowan & Martin’s Laugh-In.” “Ba- 
belicious” (meaning “a tasty babe”) 
was coined in a Wayne’s World skit 
on “Saturday Night Live” ; “Club 
Fed” (meaning a Federal prison) 
seems to have had its debut on “Mi­
ami Vice.” “Where’s the beef?” origi­
nated with a Wendy’s hamburger ad 
and was popularized by Walter Mon­
dale during the 1984 Presidential 
campaign. “Deep throat,” of course, 
comes from the 1973 pornography 
film of the same name.

The war in Vietnam popularized 
words like “grunt,” “zap” and 
“waste” (meaning to kill), while the 
counterculture gave us “acid test” 
(coined by Ken Kesey’s Merry 
Pranksters around 1965), “bummer” 
(circa 1966) and “freak out” (circa 
1966). The San Francisco columnist 
Herb Caen, Mr. Lighter tells us, cre­
ated the word “beatnik” in 1958 by
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substituting “beat” (from Beat Gen­
eration) in the name of the Russian 
spaceship “Sputnik.”

Other words and phrases that 
sound thoroughly contemporary actu­
ally date back many years. While 
“bimbette” first surfaced on televi­
sion in the mid-1980’s, “bimbo” 
(meaning “a stupid, inconsequential 
or contemptible fellow”) was used a$ 
far back as 1918. “Easy rider” pre­
dates both motorcycles and Dennis 
Hopper; in 1914, it meant “a man wh6 
is supported by a woman, especially a 
prostitute.” “Drugstore cowboy” 
dates to 1923, when it meant “an idle 
young man who lounges at or near 4 
drugstore soda fountain, especially 
for the purpose of socializing with 
young women.” “Groovy” was first 
used in 1937 to mean “in the groove; 
splendid; delightfully exciting.” And 
“bad,” meaning good or “formidably 
skilled,” can be traced to the 1850’s.'

Indeed, slang often works by giving 
standard English words eccentric 
new meanings or spin, as in musi­
cians’ use of the word “cat” to mean 
a “performer or avid devotee of jazz

A slang dictionary; 
where proper is far 
away from the 
point.

or swing music.” Other familiaf 
words with new and in some cases 
obscene slang meanings include “ait- 
condition,” “alfalfa,” “apple,” s“ba* 
nana,” “biscuit,” “chimes” and “en­
chilada.”

Some words, as this volume demon­
strates, seem especially conducive to 
variation and extrapolation. You can 
“blow a fuse,” “blow your lid,” “blow- 
your mind,” “blow the whistle,’’?•
“blow off steam” or simply have a 
“blow out.” You can visit the “Big 
Apple” or the “Big Ditch,” buy some* 
“Big Blue” stock on the “Big Board,” 
act like a "big cheese” or suffer the 
“big chill.” You can also “bug out” or 
get “bug-eyed” on “bug juice” and 
wind up in the “bughouse.”

The word with the most variations 
by far, however, is a certain vulgar-; 
ism unprintable in these pages. It is" 
used as a noun, verb, adjective, ad­
verb, interjection and intensifier, and 
its variations fill a full 12 pages in this' 
dictionary, attesting not only to the 
word’s enduring popularity, but also t 
to the infinite flexibility of the English 
language.

The “Random House Historical 
Dictionary of American Slang” again - 
and again, impresses upon the reader 
the invigorating, possibilities of lan­
guage, and the rowdy, colorful and 
just plain amusing virtues of slang. 
After all, how boring to simply order 
coffee in a restaurant, when you can 
ask the waiter for some “black wa­
ter” or a cup of “boiler acid.” How 
insipid to pay with a dollar bill, when 
you can just as easily hand over a 
“dead president” or a “frogskin.” 
Whatever you do, though, be sure to 
take a gander at this book: it’s one 
bad volume, a real groove. In short, 

Is truly catbird.
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Cybill Shepherd singing in Atlantic City.
David Fields for The New York Times

By ALEX WITCHEL

Special to The New York Times

ATLANTIC CITY—- Cybill Shepherd is here to star in 
Merv Griffin’s Sixth Annual Fourth of July Coconut Ball­
room Revue. And proud of it.

In fact, she can do an entire stand-up routine about her 
voice, her singing career, recording career, anything having 
to do with music, starting with her biggest flop film, Peter 
Bogdanovich’s “At Long Last Love,” to her album “Cybill 
Does Cole Porter,” which raised the inevitable question, 
What did Cole Porter ever do to her?

“I’ve had three record companies go bankrupt after I 
did albums with them,” Ms. Shepherd says during rehearsal, 
“I guess it’s really a tribute to psychotherapy that I’m still 
singing.
‘What Some Guys Will Do’

“My whole life I was asked to sing. My parents would 
pressure me to do it, and then they would look disappointed.

“Frank Sinatra heard one of my albums and sent a tele­
gram to the producers saying, ‘What some guys will do for a 
broad!’ ”

She laughs. “I do have a talent for singing, and I love to 
dblt.” She will open her cabaret act at Rainbow and Stars in 
New York on July 19 for three weeks. “Singing gives me a 
chance to be vulnerable and open, which I can’t be in my act­
ing roles,” she says. “In 19591 remember watching Miss 
America — I was 9 — anc) I was home alone and got all 
dressed up in my mother’s clothes and danced around the 
house singing to it. But I always thought I wasn’t good 
enough. And still, the hardest part of singing for me is wa* 
ing to be better.”

„ By the time Ms. Shepherd made her film debut i 
Last Picture Show” in 1971, she had confidence to « 
previous year she had been on the cover of eight'
Glamour, and there wasn’t an adolescent girj 
who didn’t yearn to look like her.

More recently she’s been known fo
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Into theprier) Patch
A Yankee pursues ttwDrsThterature of the South.

SITTING UP WITH THE DEAD
A Storied Journey Through the American South. 
By Pamela Petro.
Illustrated. 414 pp. New York:
Arcade Publishing. $25.95.

By Hal Crowther
A  MERICANS never turn sentimental about 

/  \  something of real value — wilderness, 
wild animals, small towns, baseball, 

*4L Ah* mountain music, our privacy — until 
the way we live and do business has pressed it to 
the edge of extinction. Then we administer affec­
tionate last rites to that which we failed to love 
enough. In a culture where young and old feed 
their hunger for narrative from the electronic 
trash heap of television, it’s hard to imagine a hu­
man resource more precious or endangered than 
America’s storytellers, legitimate heirs to an 
oral tradition that was ancient when history was 
born. It’s hard to withhold applause from a book 
that takes up the lost cause and the soon-to-be- 
lost art of folk tales.

Hard, but not impossible. Pamela Petro’s 
“Sitting Up With the Dead” is an odd book that 
strays from the marked trail of its author’s best 
intentions and lures her, like many a folk tale 
protagonist, into a dark swamp where the light 
she takes for insight may be nothing but fox fire.

Petro, a writer who lives in Northampton, 
Mass., takes her first misstep when she decides 
that the stories she covets are inseparable from 
the identity and the history of the South. It may 
be true that the Southern states can claim the 
best surviving storytellers, or the most. But it 
was a mischievous voice that told Petro she 
could decipher the South — assuming it’s a puz­
zle — by taping storytellers and running their 
tales through her personal software.

The South was never such an easy study. Our 
problem with “Sitting Up With the Dead” is what 
I call the Columbus problem. Indians were not 
amused by the notion that Columbus discovered 
America. The South is not amused to be redis­
covered by Pamela Petro, intrepid explorer, cul­
tural missionary to Darkest Dixie. She is, ar­
guably, the most clueless outlander to write 
about the South since V. S. Naipaul in “A Turn in 
the South” — but she’s no V. S. Naipaul.

This is, after all, a Yankee who “came of 
age in Britain,” had never heard of a pimento 
cheese sandwich or a hush puppy, and who in­
cludes a long footnote to explain that for moun­
taineers “holler” is a geographic term. Candid 
to a fault, she acknowledges that her abiding im­
ages of the South were dominated by bleeding 
civil rights marchers and snarling police dogs, 
and that “Mississippi” is a blood-chilling word. 
At her most charmingly naive, Petro confesses 
that the code in her circle for the menacing 
Southland was the phrase “down there.” To my 
late mother-in-law, a native of Tidewater Vir­
ginia, “down there” was a genteel anatomical 
euphemism.

But “Sitting Up With the Dead” was not 
aimed at the Southern reader. Since no Southern 
reviewer will praise it, I feel obliged to cite 
virtues that another reader might stress. Petro 
is a fluent writer with considerable powers of de­
scription. In my favorite passages, she responds 
poetically to spooky or awe-inspiring landscape

Hal Crowther’s most recent book is “Cathedrals 
of Kudzu: A Personal Landscape of the South.”

that a native might take for granted. Her physi­
cal descriptions of the motley tribe of story­
tellers are deft, even droll. But as she says, “a 
few hundred pages don’t have nearly as much 
personality as living, cussing, dancing, spitting, 
smoking, eating, drinking human beings.”

Stories from the oral tradition need to be 
heard to be appreciated. Storytellers like North 
Carolina’s seven-foot Ray Hicks need to be seen 
to be believed. Even a qualified native folklorist 
— they abound on Southern campuses — might 
have rated this project unpromising. When Petro 
embraced the genre of the personal quest, like 
Peter Matthiessen on the trail of the snow leop­
ard or Carlos Castaneda in search of Don Juan, 
she assumed an added burden. Is this a life-alter­
ing obsession or just a book contract? I’d assign 
her pilgrimage more existential weight if I didn’t 
know, from her acknowledgments, that it was in­
spired by friends at a party in 1998.

Petro’s rental-car odyssey covered a dozen 
states and several thousand miles of interstate 
and back roads, more of the South on a tighter 
schedule than any motivated Yankee since Gen­
eral Sherman. But though she passed within a 
mile of my house and quotes several of my 
friends — though a prized pencil portrait of the 
giant Ray Hicks hangs over the table in our 
kitchen — there was no point in this book where I 
felt that Petro and I were on the same page. Page 
348, where she deduces the Mind of the South' 
from the ravings of Tennessee’s Bell Witch, a vi­
cious poltergeist, is a display of almost criminal 
opacity.

Still, we sympathize when she suffers pesti­
lential heat and biblical thunderstorms, chiggers 
and hangovers, motel cockroaches so huge she 
sleeps in her car, food startling to the fastidious 
palate (“a nightmarish chicken salad plate: a 
grisly mix of canned pears, bone and gristle 
swamped by mayonnaise . . .  topped by a mara­
schino cherry”). Lost repeatedly, frustrated by 
maps and cloverleafs and traffic cops, betrayed 
by her tape recorder, this New England intellec­
tual turns out to be an endearing screw-up. Sly 
storytellers mesmerized her with small talk and 
never delivered the goods. The great Ray Hicks 
on his mountain was as hard to track as the snow 
leopard, and he never — in spite of a $100 ap­
pearance fee — actually told her the Jack tale 
she came for.

&
HE epic quest was something of a ship­
wreck. Petro might have cut her losses 
by turning her book into a comic adven­
ture, a Hollywood road movie: “The 
Perils of Pamela.” Then I wouldn’t need to dis­

parage her banal conclusion that race is the com­
mon wound beneath all Southern narrative. In 
the Appalachians, where the best stories are pre­
served, slaves were even scarcer than Confeder­
ate patriots. To a mountaineer, The War was a 
deadly nuisance and race was not life’s central 
reality, as it must have been in Charleston, but a 
remote abstraction indeed. The Southerner 
yields to no one when it comes to denial, a gift 
that shielded him and damaged him too. But he’s 
no innocent savage who lives an unexamined life 
on the thin ice of unexamined history, who un­
wraps his darkest secrets for any rank stranger 
with a tape recorder.

Never tell the South you understand it better 
than it understands itself. Like Brer Rabbit, it 
may outfox and outlast you. Our storytellers 
have a penchant for using found materials. One 
of them is already convulsing audiences with the 
story of plucky Pamela, chiggers and all. □
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Weeks 
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BEND IN THE ROAD, by Nicholas Sparks. (War- 
er, $7.99.) A widower and his son’s second-grade 
eacher discover that they are linked by a secret.

EMLOCK BAY, by Catherine Coulter. (Jove, $7.99.) 
n F.B.I. agent is looking into the kidnapping of two 

eenage boys when his sister ends up in a suspicious 
ar crash.

IVINE SECRETS OF THE YA-YA SISTERHOOD, 
y Rebecca Wells. (Perennial/HarperCollins, $14; 
arperTorch, $7.99.) The experiences of three 
enerations of Southern women.

ORDINA’S ROYAL FAMILY, by Nora Roberts. (Sil- 
ouette, $14.95.) Three stories of palace intrigue and 

romance set in a Mediterranean kingdom.

HE BACHELOR, by Carly Phillips. (Warner, $5.99.) 
foreign correspondent whose mother desperately 
ants him to get married pines for his one true love.

HE WOMAN NEXT DOOR, by Barbara Delinsky. 
Pocket Books, $7.99.) The lives of three married 
ouples in suburban Connecticut are turned upside 
own by the arrival of an attractive young widow.

EAD SLEEP , by Greg lies. (Signet, $7.99.) A photo- 
oumalist, at the urging of the F.B.I., struggles to 
esolve the mystery of her sister’s disappearance.

HE FORGOTTEN, by Faye Kellerman. (Avon, 
7.99.) Peter Decker and Rina Lazarus investigate 
e murder of a rich kid who had been charged with 

andalizing their synagogue.

MPIRE FALLS, by Richard Russo. (Vintage, 
14.95.) Life in a Maine industrial town where the 
rospects are few.

"ACE THE FIRE, by Nora Roberts. (Jove, $7.99.) 
am Logan tries to win back Mia Devlin; the con­
fusion to the “Three Sisters Island” trilogy.

HE JURY, by Steve Martini. (Jove, $7.99.) The 
awyer-sleuth Paul Madriani represents a medical 
esearcher who has been charged with murder.

OMANCING MISTER BRIDGERTON, by Julia 
uinn. (Avon, $6.99.) In the early 19th century, an 

Inglishwoman falls for her best friend’s brother.

80

13

/HISPER OF EVIL, by Kay Hooper. (Bantam,
7.50.) In a small town called Silence, a woman must 
ummon up her psychic abilities to defeat a killer.

UZANNE’S DIARY FOR NICHOLAS, by James Pat- 10 
erson. (Warner, $12.95.) A woman who thinks she 
las found the perfect man discovers he has disap­
eared, leaving behind someone else’s journal.

ONG TIME NO SEE, by Susan Isaacs. (Harper- 2
orch, $7.99.) Judith Singer, the heroine of “Com- 
romising Positions,” entangles herself in the inves- 
igation of a homicide on Long Island.

Week NO NFICTIO N
? Weeks 
On List

|  SEABISCUIT, by Laura Hillenbrand. (Ballantine, 
$15.) A biography of the horse whose career culmi­
nated in a 1938 match race with War Admiral.

IT’S NOT ABOUT THE BIKE, by Lance Armstrong 
with Sally Jenkins. (Berkley, $13.) A memoir by the 
Tour de France champion and cancer survivor.

Q NICKEL AND DIMED, by Barbara Ehrenreich. 
(Metropolitan/Owl/Holt, $13.) What it was like to 
become a member of the working poor.

A  FOUNDING BROTHERS, by Joseph J. Ellis. (Vin­
tage, $14.) A historian’s study of the intertwined 
lives of the nation’s founders.

FAST FOOD NATION, by Eric Schlosser. (Peren­
nial/HarperCollins, $13.95.) A survey of “the dark 
side of the all-American meal.”

GHOST SOLDIERS, by Hampton Sides. (Anchor, 
$14.95.) The story of a United States Army plan to 
rescue prisoners of war in the Philippines in 1945.

g  THE BOTANY OF DESIRE, by Michael Pollan. 
(Random House, $13.95.) How the angiosperms 
(the flowering plants) have prospered by seducing 
other creatures, including humans.

Q THE DARWIN AWARDS, by Wendy Northcutt.
(Plume, $10.) Commemorating those people whose 
spectacularly stupid behavior served to “improve 
our gene pool” by removing them from it.

I Q  THE TIPPING POINT, by Malcolm GladweU. (Back 
Bay/Little, Brown, $14.95.) A journalist’s study of 
social epidemics, otherwise known as fads.

1 |  * THE LOST BOY, by Dave Pelzer. (Health Com­
munications, $10.95.) The author of “A Child 
Called ‘It’ ” recalls his life in foster homes, (t)

1 O A MAN NAMED DAVE, by Dave Pelzer. (Plume, 
$11.) The concluding volume of a memoir that began 
with “A Child Called ‘It’ ” and “The Lost Boy.” (t)

1 C THE PIANO SHOP ON THE LEFT BANK, by Thad 
Carhart. (Random House, $13.95.) An American 
expatriate in Paris rediscovers his love of music.

18

24

14

26

29

A CHILD CALLED “ IT ,”  by Dave Pelzer. (Health 217 
Communications, $9.95.) The autobiography of a 
man who survived his mother’s abuse, (t)

12

12

15

162

1 9  THE IDIOT GIRLS’ ACTION-ADVENTURE CLUB, 
by Laurie Notaro. (Villard, $12.95.) Comic essays by a 
newspaper columnist in Phoenix.

75

1 4  ME TALK PRETTY ONE DAY, by David Sedaris.
(Back Bay/Little, Brown, $14.95.) Autobiographical 
comic essays by the author of “Naked.”

48

1 g *  A BEAUTIFUL MIND, by Sylvia Nasar. (Touch-
stone/Simon & Schuster, $16.) The life of John Nash, 
the mathematician who suffered from schizophrenia.

29

Advice, How-To and Miscellaneous
ardcover Paperback

ET WITH THE PROGRAM! by Bob Greene. (Simon 10 
Schuster, $24.) A regimen for losing weight and 
eping it off. (t)

ELF MATTERS, by Phillip C. McGraw. (Simon & 
huster Source, $25.) How to reclaim one’s authen- 
: identity, (t)

ODY FOR LIFE, by Bill Phillips with Michael 
’Orso. (HarperCollins, $26.) Ways to improve 

ne’s body and one’s life, (t)

ONQUER THE CRASH, by Robert R. Prechter Jr. 
Wiley, $27.95.) How to “survive and prosper in a 
eflationary depression.”

36

YLVIA BROWNE’S BOOK OF DREAMS, by Sylvia 
rowne with Lindsay Harrison. (Dutton, $25.95.) Un- 
erstanding the subconscious and “the other side.”

134

DR. ATKINS’ NEW DIET REVOLUTION, by Robert 270 
C. Atkins. (Quill, $13.95; Avon, $7.99.) Ways to lose 
weight and achieve a healthy body, (t)

9  RICH DAD, POOR DAD, by Robert T. Kiyosaki with 
Sharon L. Lechter. (Warner, $15.95.) Teaching one’s 
children how to get rich and stay rich.

4  LIFE STRATEGIES, by Phillip C. McGraw. (Hyperi­
on, $11.95.) Advice on how to find what matters in 
your life and what to do about it. (t)

5  THE FOUR AGREEMENTS, by Don Miguel Ruiz. 
(Amber-Alien, $12.95.) A code of conduct based on 
personal freedom, (f)

105

3  WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN YOU’RE EXPECTING, 
by Heidi Murkoff, Arlene Eisenberg and Sandee 
Hathaway. (Workman, $13.95.) For parents-to-be. (t)

95

75

93

s reflect sales, for the week ended July 27, at almost 4,000 bookstores plus wholesalers serving 60,000 other retailers (gift shops, de- 
t stores, newsstands, supermarkets), statistically weighted to represent all such outlets nationwide: An asterisk (*) indicates that a 

ales are barely distinguishable from those of the book above. A dagger (t) indicates that some bookstores report receiving bulk orders, 
ed rankings are available at The New York Times on the Web: nytimes.com/books.



The Strange Case-of the Madman W ith a  Quotation for Every Word
By MEL GUSSOW

In 1879 when Prof. James Murray began the chal­
lenging assignment of editing the first edition of the 
Oxford English Dictionary, a project of unprecedented, 
historical and cultural importance, the call went out for 
volunteers to supply quotations to illustrate definitions. 
The most prolific and faithful correspondent, represented 
by more than 10,000 entries, was Dr. William C. Minor, a 
surgeon residing in Crowthorne in the English country­
side in Berkshire.
{ Murray, who had not yet met Minor, assumed that he 
was a “practicing medical man of literary tastes with a 
good deal of leisure.” To his astonishment, he turned out 
to be a patient in the Broadmoor Criminal Lunatic 
Asylum.

The strange story of the interwoven lives of Murray 
and Minor is the subject of Simon Winchester’s new book, 
“The Professor and the Madman: A Tale of Murder,

insanity and the Making of the Oxford English Diction­
ary.” In 1872, in a moment of insanity, Dr. Minor, an 
American and a Veteran of the Civil War, had killed a man 
in London and been sentenced to Broadmoor. He re­
mained there under guard for the next 37 years, until he 
was transferred to St. Elizabeths Hospital for the crimi­
nally insane in Washington. Even after Murray realized 
Minor’s true situation, he still regarded him as his most 
reliable source, a madman whose words were very much 
to be trusted.

Mr. Winchester artfully parallels the story of the two 
extraordinary men, the eccentric professor and a mur­
derer with the sharp intellect. Minor’s photograph ap­
pears on the jacket of the book; with his long beard and 
gentle eyes, he somewhat resembles portraits of Claude 
Monet. Iq fact, he also looks like Murray. The two are 
twinned in appearance as well as in their dedication to 
codifying the English language.

In the book, Mr- Winchester enriches his story with a 
Continued on Page B9
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Dr. William Minor, murderer with a sharp intellect.
Courtesy of Yale University Press

James Murray, Oxford English Dictionary editor.
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"If you’re tired of the big-budget summer blockbusters,
’Slums of Beverly Hills’ is for you*” ■ Jeffrey Lyons, NBC-TV

"Writer/director Tamara Jenkins’ blend of eccentricity and 
emotional expansiveness make ’Slums of Beverly Hills’
the filmgoer’s address of choice • "■Jay Cany TH E BOSTON GLOBE

"Vivid, original and very funny. A sexual freshness
that’s braCing."-Steva M urray, ATLAN1A JOURNAL CONSTITUTION

"The laughs and charm 
make ’Slums’ a 

I rare thing."

"Hilarious. A 
marvel of 
ensemble acting."

•Rutha Stein,
SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE

1

"’Slums’ is an 
anomaly. It’s funny ?  j 
without being insulting, 
sensitive without being 
sappy, insightful without 
being earnest."

-C alvin W ilson, BALTIMORE SUN

jÉH
Andy Safety USA TODAY

“A *70’s 
’Clueless’."

INTERVIEW  
MAGAZINE

one of our greatest

KfSNAKE EYES’ IS STYLISH AND 
ENTERTAININBIV FEVERISH!”

“‘SNAKE EYES’ IS 
A S IS M I! ! !  
THRIIIiSI THE 
OPENING IS 
WORTH THE PRISE 
HE AOMiSSISN!”
M lto JE I l!

“BRIAN Hi RAIMA 
ROLLS A WINNING 

‘SHAKE EYES1 W ill 
SAIE A ü  S IIS I! 
CAGEISSOPER- 
HEAÎEI AIR SUSE 
IS DEARLY COOL. 
laÉsEpMIoliisìeìrslB

■**
“BE PALMA MANASES 

TO MAKE THE NOW- 
YBI-SEE-fT-NOW" 

YW-BON’7 GAMES 
ELECTRIFYiNG!”

“★ ★ ★ ★  
‘SNAKE EYES’ IS THE 

GLASSIEST, FLASHIEST, 
MOST EXHILARATING 
SUSPENSE TWISTER 
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I “JUICY PERFORMANCES
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Strange Case of a Madman 
And a Legacy of Quotations

Continued From Page B1

selection of intricate definitions and 
also offers á brief and cogent history 
of dictionaries. Parenthetically, he 
ponders such matters as the fact that 
in Shakespeare’s time there were no 
English dictionaries. Therefore, the 
playwright “could not look things 
up” but still knew the meaning of 
esoteric words. How, he wonders, did 
Shakespeare know what an elephant 
was? The Oxford English Dictionary 
(known as the O.E.D.), which eventu­
ally took 70 years to complete, was to 
transform the lexicographic land­
scape and to become, in Mr. Win­
chester’s estimation, a literary mas­
terpiece.

“The Professor and the Madman,” 
recently, published by HarperCollins, 
is a kind of philological detective 
story. It is already a best seller in 
England and has been sold to Mel 
Gibson’s company for a movie to be 
directed by Luc Besson.

The success of the book has caught 
Mr. Winchester by surprise. For al­
most 30 years, he has been a globe­
trotting journalist, reporting for sev­
eral English newspapers while also 
writing a dozen books inspired by his 
travels. His last was about the Yang­
tze River. In common with the oth­
ers, it received Respectful reviews 
but had a limited readership. One 
book sold only 11 copies.

This time, the runaway is the book, 
not the author, although old habits 
die slowly. The day the book reached 
the top of the best-seller list in Eng­
land, Mr. Winchester was on an ice 
floe in northern Canada (research­
ing a new book about the Arctic 
explorer, Adolphus W. Greeley). 
Soon after being interviewed in New 
York, he was on the Manchurian- 
Siberian border for an article he was 
writing for National Geographic.

In contrast to his other books, for* 
“The Professor and the Madman” 
Mr. Winchester stayed home — in 
England and the United States. (He 
now lives in Wassaic, N.Y.) Basical­
ly, it was a matter of historical re­
search, although in good reportorial 
fashion there was a measure of in­
vestigative journalism.

Mr. Winchester has always had an 
interest in words (and in doing cross­
words) but was first drawn to his 
subject by a mention of Minor in 
“Chasing the Sun,” a book about 
lexicography by Jonathon Green. Al­
though Minor’s role in the O.E.D. was 
known to others in the profession, no

one had yet been permitted to look at 
the files on him at Broadmoor.

After persuading officials at the 
asylum to cooperate, Mr. Winchester 
asked his publisher, Henry Holt, for a 
six-month postponement on his next- 
book. He had planned to buy a small 
Cargo ship and sail around the world 
to write a history of tramp steamers. 
The publisher insisted he fulfill his 
contract or pay back his advance. 
When HarperCollins was taken with 
the idea of the O.E.D. book, he paid 
his debt and unpacked his bags.

With the help of several thousand 
pages in the Broadmoor files, many 
of them written in Minor’s own me­
ticulous handwriting, he was able to 
paint a full picture of the patient’s 
daily life, how, with the approval of 
the governor of the asylum, he sur­
rounded himself with books, turning 
his two cells into an extensive pri­
vate library. From these volumes, he 
extracted quotations for definitions 
and mailed them to Murray at Ox­
ford. As Mr. Winchester says in the 
book, “Before long the gentle shower 
of pap>er had turned into a raging 
blizzard, one that was to howl up 
from Crowthorne unceasingly for al-

An author who’s 
used to obscurity 
has a best seller.

most all of the next 20 years.” 
Trying to explain such productivi­

ty, Mr. Winchester said, “Minor con­
centrated very hard, and some syn­
apse in his brain presumably fired in 
such a way as to eliminate his symp­
toms of schizophrenia.”

To all outward appearances, he 
remained a dignified, solitary figure. 
He sought penance for his crime by 
apologizing to the widow of the pian 
he had killed, and he gave her and 
her children money. She visited him 
at Broadmoor, at his request bring­
ing books to add to his collection. 
There is a suggestion in the book that 
they may have had an affair. Mr. 
Winchester is unsure, although Mi­
nor was, he said, “a man of prodi­
gious sexual energy: sex and words 
were the two most important things 
in his life.” He said that he had no 
doubt “that if a film gets made” the 
two will have had a romance.

When Mr. Winchester tried to see

i ™ *-
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Simon Winchester, author of “Thè Professor and the Madman.”

the files at St. Elizabeths, where Mi­
nor was confined in his later years, 
he was rebuffed. But because the 
hospital had once been a Federal 
institution, he managed to get access 
to the files on the Internet, one of 
several modem resources he used. 
He has an edition of the O.E.D., but 
found it quicker to look up Minor’s 
quotations on a CD-ROM.

His most valuable discovery was a 
descendant of Minor who had a box 
of family’papers in an attic in Con­
necticut. Among the papers was a 
letter from Murray in which he told 
the true story of how he found out 
that Minor was a madman. On a visit 
to England, the librarian of Harvard 
College thanked Murray for being so 
kind to “our poor Dr. Minor.” “Poor 
Dr. Minor?” Murray said. “What can 
you possibly mean?” .

By the time the two met, he was 
well aware of Minor’s past, and that 
fact did not alter their relationship. 
Murray described him as “a fine 
Christian gentleman, the same as 
myself.”

Information about Murray was 
much easier to obtain. His story has 
been well documented in a biography 
written by his granddaughter, K. M. 
Elisabeth Murray. Murray’s house 
in Oxford is now owned by the an­
thropologist Desmond Morris, who 
has placed a plaque in .his garden 
saying that this was site of the Scrip­
torium where the O.E.D. was edited. 
Murray is Mr. Winchester’s hero, an 
autodidact of great erudition and a 
limitless facility for languages.

In contrast, Mr. Winchester 
speaks no languages other than Eng­
lish, depending on interpreters when 
he travels. He has been to both poles 
(and prefers the Arctic because 
there are people there).

Speaking like a newly retired ex­
plorer, he said: “It’s a rootless life, 
being at home everywhere and at 
home nowhere. I think the idea of 
settling down and writing books 
about strange episodes in history, 
which somehow illuminate some­
thing rather greater, would be a nice 
way to spend a life, if I can wean 
myself from travel.”

When Mr. Winchester finished his 
book, his American publisher wanted 
to call it “Mad for Words,” a title 
that made him wince. “It sounds like 
a game show,” he said. “Now it’s 
‘Mad for Words,’ and our guest to- 
night is William C. Minor!” In Eng­
land, the book has the title he favors, 
“The Surgeon of Crowthorne.”

Even after all the research, ques­
tions remain about Minor. Most of 
all, Mr. Winchester wonders what 
drove him insane, perhaps that trau­
matic moment in the Civil War when 
he was ordered to brand a deserter 
with a letter D on his face. The 
author said that one of the ironies of 
the story is that Minor probably 
would not have had the time to work 
on the O.E.D. had he not been con­
fined jn an institution. He added, 
“And if this had been even 20 years 
later, he would have been given the 
kind of drugs that would probably 
have sapped his will to do it.” 

Eventually, Minor was released 
from St. Elizabeths and was sent to a 
hospital for the elderly insane in 
Hartford. He died in obscurity in 
1920; There were no obituaries. If 
there had been one, said Mr. Win­
chester, it should have begun, “Dr. 
William C. Minor, murderer and lu­
natic, who redeemed himself might­
ily by making one of the greatest of 
all contributions to the English lan­
guage . . . ”
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What All-English Dictionary
Adds an All-American Coach 

W Y T
By JANNY SCOTT

When the Oxford English Diction­
ary decided to open a North Ameri­
can office this year to document the 
¡evolution of American English from 
¡the thick of it, it engaged a young 
¡American lexicographer with impec­
cable credentials who also happened 
to be the author of a 288-page book on 
a certain unmentionable word, 
j Jesse Sheidlower, known far be­
yond the anonymous world of diction­
ary-making as an energetic and ac­
cessible expert on neologisms and 
slang, now sits ensconced in a build- 
ling in Old Saybrook, Conn., which the 
p.E.D. shares with a hearing-aid 
company and a dentist, and toils over 
how best to define terms like 
“McMansion,” “chowhound” and
¡“jiggy”
| (As in “gettin’ jiggy wit’ it.”) ’
1 Mr. Sheidlower works mostly 
alone, but invariably attired in a suit,

Explosion Hit Sub, 
Russia Now Confirms

; The commander of Russia’s 
Northejn Fleet acknowledged that a 
terrible internal explosion devastat­
ed the nuclear submarine Kursk be­
fore it went down last Saturday, con­
firming Western intelligence reports 
of huge underwater explosions.
| The report came as the Russian 
navy finally docked a rescue vehicle 
on the wrecked submarine after nu- 
jmerous unsuccessful attempts. But 
¡rescuers said they found the area 
¡around a rear hatch so damaged that 
they were unable to make a water­
tight connection and enter the sub. 
i Russian military officials said 
they would keep trying, and there 
¡remained the possibility that a Brit­
ish submersible, which is arrive to- 
jnight, might succeed with a more 
flexible docking mechanism.

Article, Page A6.

a formal man with a visceral dis­
taste for casual Friday and other 
evidence of shifting standards qf ap­
propriate dress. He has nevertheless 
spent his career tracking with equa­
nimity the ceaseless mutation of the 
American language, often into zones 
that its stuffier defenders have 
scorned.

Nothing contradictory in that, he 
said recently.

“You can be interested in slang or 
dialect or things that people call un­
grammatical but still think that 
there is a formal way of speech,” 
said Mr. Sheidlower, who has some­
thing impish about him that is remi­
niscent of a young Michael Palin. 
“Our entire conversation has been 
conducted in a relatively formal 
standard English despite the fact 
that I know a lot of words that will 
make people’s hair crawl.

“Because that is what we do as 
intelligent adults in the sort of con­
versation we’re having now: we use 
standard English. In the same way, I 
think it’s terrific that they’re making 
suits out there that don’t have 
any —” he paused, executing the 
rhetorical equivalent of a grimace 

sleeves, or whatever. But that’s 
not what humans do.” Humans wear 
suits with sleeves.

In lexicography, Mr. Sheidlower is 
an unusually public figure. In addi­
tion to having written “The F-Word” 
(Random House, 1995), he was the 
project editor of “The Random 
House Dictionary of American 
Slang,” the originator of a “Word of 
the Day” feature on the Internet 
(http://www.randomhouse.com) 
and the author of “Jesse’s Word of 
the Day: From Abacinate to Yonic”

Continued on Page Al 9
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the inspiration 01 IIIT^oUlli lias,like 
all the treasures of youth, quietly 
slipped away.” He did not say, “The 
years that remain are too few.”

V ■
An article in Circuits on Thursday 

about RTMark, an online group that 
seeks to undermine corporations, 
misstated the given name of a col­
lege student who sent it money. He is

Ms. Young, not an episode of her 
television series.

An art review in Weekeha yester­
day about the exhibition “Drawings. 
2000” at the Barbara Gladstone Gafr* 
lery in Manhattan misstated the ad­
dress. It is at, 515 West 24th Street, 
not 34th Streét^  ' * T * * * * h

France and Britain Create Panel 
To Improve Safety o f Concordes

By JOHN TAGLIABUE
PARIS, Aug. 18 — British and 

French aviation regulators formed a 
committee today to examine ways to 
return the Concorde to service “in 
safe conditions” that would protect it 
against the flaws behind last month’s 
crash near Paris.

It was the first indication since the 
crash on July 25 that killed 113 peo­
ple that France and Britain, whose 
flag carriers alone fly the needle­
nosed Concorde, are eager to return 
it to service. British aviation authori­
ties, following their French counter­
parts, this week ordered the super­
sonic plane grounded, effectively rul­
ing it unfit to fly.

Following a meeting of French and 
British aviation officials in London, a 
statement said both sides “share the 
same determination to find a solu­
tion that will put the Concorde in 
service in safe conditions.” French 
officials have said they believe that a 
tire blowout sent chunks of rubber 
through a fuel tank, causing it to 
burst into flames as the plane sped 
toward takeoff.

The statement by the French 
transportation ministry said French 
and British experts would jointly 
monitor the inquiry into the causes of 
the crash and cooperate in proposing 
modifications by the Concorde’s 
builders to prevent burst tires from 
causing fire. Aviation experts say 
that a final decision on whether to 
return the Concorde to service would 
probably hinge on the cost of modifi- 

. cations necessary to make it airwor­
thy. The companies that built the 
Concorde are now part of BAE Sys­
tems, formerly British Aerospace,

and the European Aeronautics, De­
fense and Space Company, a recent 
merger of French, German and 
Spanish aerospace groups.

Burst tires have been a problem 
for the Concorde since the plane en­
tered service in 1976. Though the 
Concordes flown by British Airways 
were modified to correct the prob­
lem, those of Air France were not 
That- issue could prove crucial if ef­
forts by Air France and its insurer^ 
to reach an amicable compensation 
agreement with families of the vic­
tims fail. Most victims were German 
tourists flying to New York to board, 
à cruise ship. But they also included 
an American, Christopher Behrens, 
a retired promotion executive for Air. 
France.

Gérard Samet, a French lawyer, 
representing the family of one Ger­
man passenger, said a class Action 
suit was being considered, though 
any civil court action would have to 
await “the outcome of the inquiry* 
and the establishment of a chain of 
responsibility.”

Jean-Michel Ricquel, a spokesman 
for Réunion Aérienne, of British, 
French and Italian insurers that is 
the Concorde’s main insurer, said 
compensation discussions had pro­
ceeded until now “in an amicable 
fashion.”

But a lawyer for other German 
families, Christof Wellens, said today 
that if the talks failed, the group was 
preparing a class action suit, possi­
bly before a United States court. 
Courts in the United States tend to 
make higher awards than those in 
Europe.



¡The O.E.D. Decides It’s Finally Time to Learn American English
Continued From Page A1

(Random House, 1998). He has written 
about language for periodicals ranging from 
fhe Atlantic Monthly to Dictionaries, the 
journal of the Dictionary Society of North 
America. He has served as the resident 
linguist on National Public Radio’s “Week­
end Edition.” He has written scholarly arti­
cles on such matters as the principles for 
the inclusion of new words in college diction­
aries and the expression “Not!” (It ante­
dates “Wayne’s World” by a long shot. 
Theodore Dreiser, F. Scott Fitzgerald and 
Édmund Wilson used it.) 
ff “There is a kind of pixie-ish quality about 
Jesse, with his white shirt and bow tie in 
which he tells you things that he finds slight­
ly embarrassing but he’s sort of forced to 
tpll you because it’s all about words,” said 
Richard W. Bailey* the vice president of the 
dictionary Society- of North America and a 
professor of English at the University of 
Michigan. “It’s as if every word had a closet 
and in that closet there are often skeletons. 
And Jesse has been there.”

Asked over lunch to describe a word 
whose definition hád been giving him trou- 
ble, Mr. Sheidlower recounted the difficulty 
he was having defining the phrase “bitch- 
slap.” Connotationálly, it means to slap a 
person; specifically, it is to slap a person as 
a pimp would slap a prostitute. But, he jsaid, 
one cannot use a simile in a definition^

Pursuing, such entries 
as ‘whack’ (meaning 
to kill) and ‘blunt’ 
(meaning, of course* 
a marijuana cigar), j

Can you bitch-slap a person anywhere or 
only in tbe face? he had wondered. With an 
open hand or the back of the hand? Can you 
bRch-slap a man or only a woman? Is it to 
hurt a person? No, it is to show social 
dominance. “So all of these things have to be 
taken into account,” Mr. Sheidlower said. 
“And figuring out that this is what is going 
oh takes thought and discussion.”

Among colleagues, Mr. Sheidlower’s age 
has been a subject of curiosity.

/ ‘One of the mysteries, of course, is how 
old he is,” said Mr. Bailey, who has known 
Mr. Sheidlower for 10 years but does not 
know the answer. “I think there is a lot of 
wonderment and speculation about this, be­
cause he’s been doing this work forever yet 
he looks as if he’s 30. More people have said 
to me, ‘How old is Jesse?’ ”

“Thirty-two.
¿Mr. Sheidlower grew up in the Five Towns 

afea of Long Island, dreaming of astrophys­
ics. His grandfather sold butterflies to col­
lectors; his parents manufactured ant 
farms, rock tumblers and other science and 
nature toys. Intending to study science, Mr. 
Sheidlower went to the University of Chi­
cago. Then he switched to classics and Eng­
lish.

After graduating, he spent a year at Trin­
ity College, Cambridge, studying early Eng­
lish in the department of Anglo-Saxon, 
Norse and Celtic. He got a job in marketing 
at Alfred A. Knopf in Manhattan in 1991. Six 
months later, when a friend left the refer­
ence department at Random House, Mr. 
Sheidlower took his job and began his ca­
reer in lexicography.

«The year before, while still at Cambridge, 
h$ had found what is known in lexicography 
as an important antedating — the use of a 
word in a particular sense years before 
what was thought to have been the earliest
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usage. The word was “tool,” meaning to 
drive along a road. He found it in a letter 
written by Lord Byron in 1819, 13 years 
before the earliest example cited in the 
O.E.D.

The example had gone unnoticed, Mr. 
Sheidlower said, because Byron had used it 
punningly, in a sexual sense, and a fastidi­
ous editor had euphemized it to “fool” in an 
early edition of Byron’s letters. Mr. Sheid­
lower sent it to the O.E.D. and joined the 
dictionary’s force of mostly volunteer read­
ers, who comb publications for material and 
ship in their gleanings.

At Random House one day, Mr. Sheid- 
lower’s boss happened to mention the slang 
dictionary project, languishing in a drawer 
because the project editor had died. Mr. 
Sheidlower took it on, and the first two 
volumes came out in 1994 and 1997. Then in 
1999, when he learned that the O.E.D. would 
be opening a North American office, he 
applied for the job of principal editor.

“He had a background in historical and 
modem lexicography, which is quite un­
usual,” said John Simpson, the chief editor 
of the O.E.D., who hired him. He knew the 
history of English, Mr. Simpson continued, 
and the dictionary’s distinctive style. He 
knew his way around computers, and was 
young and enthusiastic and personable

Photofest/Dennis Morgan and Bette Davis in “ In This Our Life”

What kind of slap is this? That may be a question for the Oxford English Dictionary.

From the script for 
‘Clueless’ to a 
magazine on massage, 
the search for cool 
new words goes on.

enough to supervise the O.E.D.’s stable of 
North American readers.

Since starting last spring, Mr. Sheidlower 
has been making an effort to include vocab­
ulary traditionally neglected by the O.E.D., 
which has a reputation for covering literary 
language at the expense of what Mr. Sheid­
lower calls “other registers.” In his own 
reading and what he assigns, he has been 
mining sources ranging from the script for 
“Clueless” to a magazine about massage.

Recent readings for the O.E.D.: “Psy­
chotic Reactions and Carburetor Dung,” by 
the 1970’s rock critic Lester Bangs; a collec­
tion of previously unpublished stories by 
Dashiell Hammett; “The New New Thing: 
A Silicon Valley Story,” by Michael Lewis; 
and the complete scripts from the first 
season of “The Sopranos.” (“This is really 
good stuff!” Mr. Sheidlower exclaimed.)

One of his readers, a Minnesota stevedore 
who specializes in historical reading, has 
been scouring the journals of the Lewis and 
Clark expedition. A lawyer in Texas special­
izes in black folklore and late-19th- and 
early-20th-century Texas folklore. Others 
can be found reading all sorts of publica­
tions — Wooden Boat, The Jewish Bakers’ 
Voice, magazines about model railroads and 
aromatherapy, regional daily newspapers.

Mr. Sheidlower not only manages the 
reading program and reviews existing 
O.E.D. entries for American content but 
also drafts entries for the O.E.D.’s new 
electronic third edition. As a rule of thumb, 
the dictionary requires at least five exam­
ples of a word or usage from three different 
printed sources over about three years be­
fore it considers drafting an entry.

In recent months, Mr. Sheidlower has 
worked on entries for “whack,” meaning to 
kill; “blunt,” meaning a cigar stuffed with 
marijuana; “Juneteenth,” the African- 
American holiday; “Perl,” the computer 
language; and “porn,” referring not to por­
nography but to any source of obsessive, 
voyeuristic interest, like magazines about 
expensive houses (shelter porn) or food 
pictures (gastro porn).

He is tracking the use of “so” as an< 
adverbial intensifier meaning “extremely,” 
but in cases that do not normally take 
comparison, as in “so 1995” or “We are so; 
out-of-here.”

He also serves as an invaluable scout on 
the front lines of American usage for the 
dictionary’s six other top editors, all o f  
whom are back in Oxford.

After the editors decided against includ­
ing “master of the universe” in the third; 
edition on the grounds that it had little 
currency independent of Tom Wolfe, Mr. 
Sheidlower convinced them otherwise. He 
challenged an intended definition of “mail­
box,” which in England means simply a box 
for sending out letters but in America 
means both that and a box in which letters 
are received.

“It wasn’t clear,” Mr. Sheidlower re­
called. “They were mashed together and 
they needed to be disambiguated.”

Disambiguated? a visitor asked. That’s a 
word?

“Yes,” Mr. Sheidlower said without a 
second’s hesitation. “Mostly used in compu­
tational lexicography. But it’s a word.”
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S lab of the Pave’
don of English, as dissected by a linguist

______________ v~ _ÈtC
THE CITY IN SLANG
New York Life and Popular Speech.
By Irving Lewis Allen.
Illustrated. 307 pp. New York:
Oxford University Press. $25.

By Elizabeth Hawes

FROM the mid-19th century to the mid-20th, 
thousands of oddments of language were 
coined on the streets of New York to de­
scribe life in the city. Naming the burgeon­

ing social world ascribed meaning to it. To lin­
guists, this historical accumulation of slang is a 
“lexical field” or a folk model of reality. To urban 
enthusiasts, it offers an intimate chronicle of the 
most boisterous era in New York history. This was 
the age when New York grew up, when the walkers’ 
city that Edith Wharton likened to an English 
cathedral town became/ a vast and hard world 
metropolis, when traditional agrarian ways yielded 
to industrialization and old-fashioned republican 
citizens became a sophisticated urban population.

Slang is by nature urban; it is “the blab of the 
pave” as Walt Whitman celebrated it, the informal 
language of reporters, policemen, songwriters and 
street kids — “hooligan,” “plug ugly,” “hooker” 
and “taxi.” Like the city, it becomes richer with 
diversity.

Technically, slang, a word that cropped up in 
the 18th century, can be distinguished from Cant, 
the idiom of criminal and low life, and argot, the 
jargon of pfofessional and social classes. But in 
practice, slang embraces all of these modes and is, 
by that fact, a cross-cultural, multi-ethnic distilla­
tion of voices. American slang, which diverged 
from British slang after independence, has its own 
special provenance. As H. L. Mencken concluded in 
his scholarly study “The American Language,” 
English slang seems to reside in doubling conso­
nants or in the addition of “-er” to words, like 
“brekker” for breakfast, while its American coun­
terpart concocts phrases like “lounge lizard” and 
“rubberneck.” With the possible exception of the 
French, Americans have produced more slang than 
any other people and have put it to heavier daily 
use. And of all Americans, New Yorkers have 
waxed the most eloquent about metropolitan life.

Mencken admired the “linguistic exuberance” 
and the “excess of word-making energy” of idiom­
atic American English. He said it related to stand­
ard language as dancing related to music. “But 
there is also something else,” he continued. “The 
best slang is not only ingenious and amusing; it also 
embodies a kind of social criticism.”

•  •  •

In “The City in Slang: New York Life and 
Popular Speech,” Irving Lewis Allen, a professor of 
sociology at the University of Connecticut, Storrs, 
has taken Mencken to heart. Mr. Allen has written a 
“book on words about the city” that makes a pro­
vocative cultural history. Like Whitman, who is the 
patron saint of the volume and whose words open 
each chapter, Mr. Allen is “through Mannahatta’s 
streets . . .  walking, these things gathering.”

As a social scientist, he charts an' orderly 
course, investigating and annotating city streets, 
tall buildings) transportation systems, night life 
and social classes, effectively deconstructing the 
city into its parts and people in order to mine its 
language. He consults a wide variety of lexicogra­
phies, from the venerable Eric Partridge and the 
Oxford English Dictionary to the remarkable

Elizabeth Hawes is the author of “New York, New 
York: How the Apartment House Transformed the 
Life of the City (1869-1930).”

George Washington Matsell, the police chief and 
slang collector who published his “Vocabulum: Or, 
the Rogue’s Lexicon” in 1859, and A. Pember, the 
author of “The Mysteries and Miseries of the Great 
Metropolis” (1874).

Mr. Allen also forages in the literature of the 
period and uses as his collaborators a host of short- 
story writers, many of them long forgotten, and 
city novelists like William Dean Howells, Stephen 
Crane and Theodore Dreiser — the new realists. 
His finds include simple phrases like “free lunch,” 
which dates from the 1840’s, and “rush hour,” from 
the 1890’s; new compounds like “cityscape” (1850) 
and “skyline” (1896); and exotic Victorian cadences 
like “honky-tonk” and “hokey-pokey,” the name for 
a penny ddb of ice cream, which may or may not 
have derived from the exclamation “O che poco!” 
.(“Oh, how little!”) — “uttered in surprise by Italian 
children upon getting a dip of disappointing size 
from the pushcart vendor.”

These words give name to the physical city — 
“the Tenderloin,” “Little Africa,” “Hell’s Kitchen,” 
“Millionaire’s Row,” “Tin Pan Alley” and “the 
Great White Way” — and to its public places: the 
“dive,” the “flophouse,” the turn-of-the-century 
“rug joint” and “lobster palace,” and the “greasy 
spoon” of the 1920’s. They also indelibly label a 
prodigious cast of popular characters — the “smart 
Aleck,” probably named for a.notorious thief of the 
1840’s; the social-climbing “Shoddy,” the “cliff 
dweller,” the “gold digger” and the “butter-and-egg 
man,” a big spender of the 1920’s.

JlkLL of these words, which are only a modest 
sampling from this work, express a lan- 
guage of change, and they are laden with 
information and insights. Behind the early 

construct “bright lights” lies the fact of the illumi­
nation of Broadway by gaslight in'1823. (It was with 

..electric lights in 1900 that the street became the 
Great White Way.) The phrases “traffic jam” from 
the 1840’s, “working girl” from the 1860’s, “bread­
line” from the 1890’s and “man about town” from 
1900 also resound with meaning without requiring 
any explication beyond their datelines. Cannily, 
they frame experience, project attitudes and direct 
perception.

The term “wicked city,” coined in the pandemo­
nium after the Civil War, rings out like a warning. 
The conversion of the noun “slum” to a verb in the 
1880’s describes and also prescribes the segrega­
tion of the social classes. “We make words, but to 
an extent words also make us and our social reali­
ties,” the author notes in his preface.

“The City in Slang” is dense with words and 
thick with facts, and it is full of reflections. Ulti­
mately, it is a book about reading New York; as the 
author says, it is “a time-walk through the histori­
cal city of the mind.” It concludes on a note of 
sadness, for an era of monumental city-building 
has now given way to an era of suburbanization, of 
“white flight,” “mall rats” and gentrified neighbor-' 
hoods identified in the 1980’s as “pink.” With th e , 
metropolitan center in decline, slang has “lost its 
fancy for the hurly-burly.” Nostalgia for urban 
frontier days is inevitable, but language has its1 
continuum. Where there were “short hairs” and 
“soap locks,” there are now “skinheads” and 
“greasers”; “recyclers” are contemporary “rag 
pickers.” But the “sticks” are still the sticks. □ !

A uthor’s Query

For a study of Jan Masaryk, the former Foreign 
Minister of Czechoslovakia, and his relations with 
the United States and with Americans, I would 
appreciate receiving letters, manuscripts, personal 
papers, reminiscences or other material.

Thomas D. Marzik 
Department of History 
St. Joseph’s University 

Philadelphia, Pa. 19131-1395



All the Color Was on the Canvas
In Picasso’s shadow, Juan Gris quietly created Cubist masterpieces.

JUAN GRIS
By Christopher, Green with contributions by 
Christian Derouet and Karin von Maur. 
Illustrated. 311 pp. New Haven:
Whitechapel Art Gallery/
Yale University Press. $50.

By Michael Peppiatt

S
HIS elegantly produced volume was brought 
out to coincide with last year’s exhibition of 
Juan Gris’s paintings and drawings at the 
Whitechapel Art Gallery in London, for 
which it served as a catalogue. A major show and 

an authoritative monograph clearly suggest that it 
is time for a reassessment of Gris’s art and life, 
which have always been overshadowed by Picas­
so’s and may appear in retrospect never to have 

f received their due.
One immediate reason for this seeming neglect 

is that Gris’s life was not only short but rather 
colorless, particularly in a period that took its tone 
from personalities as briHiant as Max Jacob, Guil­
laume Apollinaire, Gertrude Stein and Jean Coc­
teau. Gris was 19 years old when he arrived in 
Paris from his native Madrid. Two years later, in 
1908, he moved into the ramshackle studio building 
in Montmartre known as the Bateau-Lavoir, where 
Picasso was a neighbor. Gris had made his way this 
far as a caricaturist for the satirical magazines 
then much in vogue; but he had always intended to 
be an artist, and in 1912 he made a spectacular 
debut, adopting Cubism, the most challenging idi­
om of his time, and rapidly making a decisive 
contribution to it.

Over the following half-dozen years, as has 
been generally accepted, Gris produced his most 
original works; these include some of the absolute 
masterpieces of Cubism, such as the great still lifes 
of 1911-12 and the unforgettable portraits of his 
mother, of Picasso and of the art critic Maurice 
Raynal. Thereafter his paintings, although unfail­
ingly elegant, grew weaker and more decorative, 
until little remained of the audacity and imagina­
tive control with which Gris had taken apart the 
appearances of things, then reassembled them with 
a provocative urgency. In his drawings, on the 
other hand, with their unusually satisfying sculp­
tural volumes, Gris seems never to have lost his 
original touch, producing one of his most incisive 
pencil portraits — of his dealer and great ally, 
Daniel-Henry Kahnweiler — in 1921.

Although Cubism itself became rapidly notori­
ous (its significance was even debated in the Cham­
bre des Députés), Gris never achieved anything 
like the renown of Picasso or Braque. Having 
struggled to make a living through World War I, he 
settled with his companion, Charlotte Herpin 
(known as Josette), into a modest routine of con­
centrated work interrupted by bouts of ill health 
that led to his death in 1927, at the age of 40. A 
courteous, unassuming man by all accounts, Gris 
clearly lived to paint, leaving few traces outside the 
biography inscribed in his work. Only the occasion­
al detail — a brief affair, a flair for doing the latest 
dances — indicates a life outside the service of art.

“Juan Gris” contains seven essays by Christo­
pher Green, a professor of art history at the Cour- 
tauld Institute in London and the author of “Cubism 
and Its Enemies: Modern Movements and Reaction 
in French Art, 1916-1928.” (In addition, Karin von 
Maür, chief curator at the Staatsgalerie Stuttgart,

Michael Peppiatt is writing a book on the life and 
art of the English painter Francis Bacon.

contributes an essay on Gris’s interest in music and 
theater, and Christian Derouet, a curator at the 
Musée Nationale d’Art Moderne in Paris, writes on 
Gris’s correspondence with the art dealer Léonce 
Rosenberg.) Rather than follow a conventional 
chronology, Mr. Green has chosen to approach the 
artist from a number of different angles, weaving 
to-and-fro in time and concentrating not only on the 
work itself, and its artistic, literary and philosophi­
cal context, but also on the social and political 
temper of the times.

Based no doubt on the assurhption that, like a 
good Cubist painting, all the various viewpoints will 
lock into a coherent whole, this approach works 
well at the beginning. We dispense with the often 
tiresome linear accounts of first steps and early 
influences, plunging in médias res with a discussion 
of how the artist’s reputation has evolved and who 
has contributed most tellingly to it. Mr. Green 
writes with admirable clarity even in the intricate 
analyses of individual paintings, and he communi­
cates his enthusiasm for Gris very effectively.

Mr. Green’s main contention is that we live 
with received opinions about Gris as (in Apollin­
aire’s phrase) the “demon of logic” — the artist : 
who reinterpreted the discovèries of Braque and 
Picasso in the light of his more ordered, rigorous j 
intellect. Accordingly, Mr. Green suggests that , 
there is a great deal more subjectivity and contra- : 
diction in Gris’s art than commentators have previ­
ously allowed. If the argument becomes too dense 
or too speculative for all but experts, it is regularly 
leavened by references to parallel developments in 
literature, linguistics and philosophy. On the way it 
takes in Gris’s relationship with his two dealers, 
Rosenberg and Kahnweiler, whose writings on Gris j 
(as Mr. Green acknowledges) have played a domi- ] 
nant role in shaping critical reaction to the artist, j 
Mr. Green also touches on the way Gris responded i 
to the postwar “call to order” (a ■ movement to i 
defend “classical” French culture against the “bar- ! 
barous” values of Germany), and he reinterprets at 
length the artist’s reputation as a Platonist. •

BY the fourth or fifth essay, the drawbacks 
of Mr. Green’s “cubistic” approach begin 
to show. Too many details about too many 
facets of Gris’s art begin to muddle what 
had been clear and spirited, introducing the dread 

sense that the wood may soon no longer be seen for 
the trees. The main thrust of the argument is lost in 
an abundance of asides, some of them of debatable 
relevance, such as the extensive account of the part 
played by French women in World War I. Attention 
is also disrupted by the number of misspellings; It 
is unfortunate enough that the little Spanish quoted 
is massacred and the French frequently incorrect; 
but the host of minor slips in the English, from 
“insistance” and “inate” to “non-sequitors” and 
“syberitic,” turns the attentive reader into a proof­
reader malgré lui.

There is no doubt, even so, that by the time the 
essays give way to the illustrations, the mind has 
been thoroughly briefed to reconsider the whole 
development of Gris’s art — and that is a measure 
of Mr. Green’s scholarly persuasiveness. But how­
ever well prepared the mind, the eye does not 
necessarily follow. A heightened awareness of all 
the stages through which Gris passed and all the 
knowledge, from esoteric to technical, that he ab­
sorbed does nothing to make the later work look 
less uninspired. The early work, however, has 
clearly stood the test of time, and Mr. Green’s : 
account of the intellectual forces that shaped it : 
refines our appreciation of this small body of out­
standing pictures. Gris’s magnificent portraits of 
Picasso, Raynal and Kahnweiler, for instance, still 
haunt us at the end of a century to which the artist 
helped give such a spectacularly inventive start. □



Lexicographer at Play
A language columnist’s guide to the new verbal landscape.

WORD WATCH
The Stories Behind 
the Words of Our Lives.
By Anne H. Soukhanov.
429 pp. New York:
Henry Holt & Company. $25.

By Margalit Fox

IF you want to chart the 
course of social change, just 
look to language. Where the 
verbal landscape of the 

1980’s was shaped by the ex­
cesses of the newly rich — who 
dwelt in “imeldific” style in 
“tract mansions” and were beset 
by a special brand of ennui 
known as “affluenza” — 1990’s 
discourse has seen the rise of the 
“squeegee kid” and the “zero- 
parent” child, who may suffer 
instead from impaired “emotion­
al literacy.”

These pungent coinages are 
among the more than 350 words 
and phrases discussed by the 
lexicographer Anne H. Soukhan­
ov in her engaging book, “Word

Margalit Fox, a former language 
editor at Dover Publications, 
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Watch.” The entries here, from 
“WASP Rot Syndrome” to 
“schmooseoisie” to “Xeno- 
mouse,” are culled from Ms. 
Soukhanov’s column in The At­
lantic Monthly, which she inau­
gurated in 1986.

Language, Ms. Soukhanov em­
phasizes, “is a reflection of the 
will, the interests, the conflicting 
ideas and. . .  the obsessions of its 
users,” and present-day Ameri­
can English, she shows, is no 
exception. Ms. Soukhanov has 
painstakingly gathered and 
glossed recent linguistic contri­
butions from the ever-evolving 
realms of technology (which has 
given embattled couples 
“Divorceware” for home-com­
puter use), politics (a field still 
rife with “grassy knollism”) and 
business (where “bright-collar,” 
“gold-collar” and “open-collar” 
workers have joined the ranks of 
the pink, white and blue). She 
also turns an acquisitive ear to 
medicine (ailments include “ca­
sino feet,” “pizza-cutter’s palsy” 
and the veterinary malady “jog­
ger’s paw”) and to athletics 
(with such entrancing pastimes 
as “black-water rafting” and 
“mudwalking”) .

A veritable linguistic Zabar’s, 
“Word Watch” is ideally sampled

in small bites. Side by side with ; 
the gloom-and-doomisms of ; 
modern life (“anxious class,” ■ 
“agita”) one finds more jocular j 
items like the increasingly popu- ! 
lar “full Cleveland” (a contem­
porary incarnation of the Sansa- 
belted babbitt of yore) and “flo­
ral bondage” (a method of safe­
guarding plants against theft). It 
is a mark of how quickly new 
expressions are integrated into 
the linguistic mainstream that a 
few entries — “crash and burn,” 
“white-bread” and “glass ceil­
ing” — now seem too common­
place to be included. However, 
Ms. Soukhanov has kept abreast 
of the new and not-very-collegial . 
office ritual called “going post­
al,” characterized by “sudden, 
explosive workplace violence.” 

Visible just beneath the entries 
are tantalizing glimpses of the 
lexicographer’s craft: scouring 
periodicals for fresh coinages, 
poring over competing dictionar­
ies in search of elusive etymolo­
gies and hounding writers and 
scholars in the service of “antici- 
pointment” or “ear candy” or 
plain old “duh.” The fruits of Ms. 
Soukhanov’s labors presented 
here make — to coin a phrase — 
an enticing lexicatessen, ripe for 
ocular noshing. □



Politically Imprudent
—  ------- ------T"4 i x

In his memoir, Lowell Weicker will bash anyone —  even himself.

MAVERICK
A Life iri Politics.
By Lowell P. Weicker Jr. 
with Barry Sussman. 
Illustrated. 232 pp. Boston: 
Little, Brown & Company. 
$22.95.

By Jeff Greenfield

W
ITH “Maverick” Lowell Weicker has 
found a perfect title for his political 
memoir. Originally used to describe 
unbranded cattle, the word now defines 
a politician who wears no label, who marches to a 

distinctly different drummer and who generally 
drives members of his own party to apoplexy.

For 18 years in the United States Senate, from 
1970 to 1988, the Republican Lowell Weicker gave 
his fellow Republicans fits. As a member of the 
Senate Watergate Committee, he was crying “cov- 

I er-up! ” from the beginning. He was also instrumen- 
I tal in exposing Richard Nixon’s scheme to evade 
| taxes by wildly inflating the value of his Vice- 
| Presidential papers. (“There are some,” Mr. 
I Weicker reminds us proudly, “who believe that it 
I was Nixon’s; tax debacle more than anything else 
[that led to the drive in Congress to impeach him ”) 

During Ronald Reagan’s eight years, Mr. 
I Weicker regarded this most popular of all Republi­
cans with ill-concealed contempt. “Reagan was 
entitled to lead, and he certainly knew how to do 
that,” he writes of Mr. Reagan’s 1980 victory. “But 
the mandate claims were a crock. He took actions 
totally out of line with what Americans, including 
many of his voters, wantec

STEVE MILLER

Lowell P. Weicker Jr., then a UnitedL States Senator, 
addressing the Connecticut Republican Convention 

in Hartford, July 1986.

road that has been traveled many times before. In 
fact, the most startling part of Mr. Weicker’s ac­
count is when he recalls meeting with a member of 
the Republican National Committee from Califor­
nia, who tells him, in Mr. Weicker’s words, that 
“many people in California Republican politics con­
sidered Nixon a chronic gutter fighter. If that had
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iclc. the n  a sterisk  3245, is reported. It is the heaviest nuclear 
nvn. has extraordinary stability, and exists for one ten-sextillionth of 
falls in the class of "nucleon resonances” and is described as a mass

nergy. ■*- 4 * •", '' X
now, and we know, that the real world do^s not consist of entities 
time of one ten-sextillionth of a second. AnyAN|ilanation of that 
•h finds itself compelled to invent entities so preposterously absurd 
te r isk  3245 in order to keep up the. pretense ol being an aderjuate 

has gone so far astray as to be beyond ant hope oi'correction. A 
rust be made, based on quite different premises, 
urse, the scientists responsible for this news release have tipped us 
act that they themselves regard the new particle as nothing more 
joke, by labeling it x a sterisk  3245. Particles intended to be taken 
e given names such as e l e c t r o n , n e u t r o n , h yRk r o n , and l e p t o n . 
raining process degenerates into monstrosities like  x asterisk  3245, 
o call a halt to the farce, for that is what it is.
tists and mathematicians discuss things and tell us things, but what 
rresponds to no known realitv, for the reality to which it is ostensi- 

d must forever remain bevond their grasp. That is why their research 
the categorv of pure word games.

iverage crossword puzzle solver amuses himself with a comparatively 
of word game. The reader of this book has chosen more challenging 
Vord and thought with which to divert himself, The scientist and 
natician plav vet more difficult word-and-thought games. Each one. 

wav, is passing the time ■■between birth and death in the manner 
to his temperament. One game or another game—which one is 

sn t reallv matter, as long as it brings happiness to the player, 
is the impact of our findings on the philosophical quest for truth? 

iduals. discouraged bv these revelations, become agnostics, holding 
aowledge is unattainable. More venturesome souls seek out the oldest 
jown to mankind: p a n t h e is m . In the pantheistic -view, the conscious- 

individual is mystically capable of merging with the Cosmic Con- 
absorbing infinite wisdom instantly.
lat as it mav, we have succeeded in showing that puzzle-solving ae- 
advanced scientific research are exercises of equal importance (or , 
ce, depending on one’s standpoint). Truly may it be said that, in 
Beyond Language, we have reached out bcyorul language, toward
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BIBLIOGRAPHY

Strictlv sneaking, it is impossible to append a bibliography to Beyond 
Language, since no work resembling it is known to exist.

In a broader sense, however, there is an imperative need for publishing a 
list of books constituting what might be called a “word lover s library • bocks 
of particular interest to those w-ho pursue language recreationallv. No compre­
hensive bibiiographv of this nature has previously appeared. The pioneer under­
taking that follows embraces not only books and pampnlets about word puzzles 
and word curiosities, but also svnonymicons. word lists, books of literary oddities, 
specialized dictionaries abounding in fantastic words, publications devoted to 
contest nuzzles, and sundry cunosa.

Some of the works listed— those by Hare, Hodgkin, and Mencken, for 
instance—themselves include extensive bibliographies relating to specific , topics. 
The interested reader is advised to consult these additional listings..

The entries below are generally alphabetized by the surname of the 
author, compiler, or editor; where a publication does not give this information, 
it has been alphabetized bv title.

[f some pertinent books are omitted blame it on ignorance; if others 
have been included without attenuate jus tm c a do n, attribute it to subjectivity. 
In any event, a bibliography can never be complete, for completeness, like 
perfection, is an infinitely distant goal.

ADAMS. J. D O N A LD . The Magic and Mystery of Words. Holt. Rinehart and Winston, New 
York. .1963'.

allen. f. STUHGES. Allen s Synonyms and Antonyms. Revised and Enlarged Edition.
Harper & Brothers, New York and London. 1938. 

allen. hope  emily. “The Fifteenth-Century Associations of Beasts, of Birds, and of 
Men: The Earliest Text With Language for Carvers' ”, PMLA, Volume LI June;



316 B I B L I O G R A P H Y

£1

1936), pp. 602-606, published by The Modern Language Association of America, 
New York.

ALLEN, RICHARD h in c k ley . Star Names: Their Lore and. Meaning. Dover Publications, 
Inc., New York, 1963.

Amusing and Popular Riddles: 839 Funny Riddles (Little Blue Book No. 1175). Halde- 
man-Julius Company, Girard, Kansas, undated. 

vnvATER, jo h n  m . and Ir ela n d , norm a  o l in . Long V7ord Books Book I, 15 Letters.
A. D. Freese & Sons, Inc., Upland, Indiana, 1956. 

b a ll , a . r . The Nuttall Dictionary of Anagrams. Frederick Warne & Company Ltd., 
London and New York, undated. r

b en êt , w il l ia m  r o se . The Reader’s Encyclopedia, with Supplement. Thomas Y. Crowell 
Company, New York, 1955.

BERNERS, DAME ju l ia n a . The Book of Saint Albans, Facsimile Edition. E. Stock. London, 
1881.

berrey , le st er  v. Roget’s International Thesaurus, New (Second) Edition. Thomas Y. 
Crowell Company, New York, 1946.

berrey , lester  v. and van d en  bark, m e l v in . The American Thesaurus oj Slang, Second 
Edition. Thomas Y. Crowell Company, New York, 1953. 

b ie r c e , Am bro se . The Devil s Dictionary, A Dolphin Book. Doubleda\ & Company, 
Inc., Garden City, New York, undated.

BOMBAUGH, CHARLES c. Gleanings for the Curious from the Harvest-Fields oj Literature, 
Author’s Unabridged Edition. A. D. Worthington & Company, Hartford, Connecti­
cut, 1875.

bom baugh , Ch a rles  c. Oddities and Curiosities of Words and Literature, edited and 
annotated by Martin Gardner. Dover Publications, Inc., New York, 1961. 

borgm ann , d m it r i a . Language on Vacation. Charles Scribners Sons, New \ork, 1965. 
boyer , jo h n  q . Answers to Form and Verse Puzzles in Real Puzzles . The Norman, 

Remington Company, Baltimore, Maryland, 1925. 
boyer , jo h n  q .; stro h m , rufus t .; and pry o r , g eo rg e  h . Real Puzzles. The Norman, 

Remington Company, Baltimore, Maryland, 1925. 
b rew er , e . c o b h a m . Dictionary o f Phrase and Fable, New Edition. J. B. Lippincott 

Company, Philadelphia and London, circa 1895. 
b rew er , e . c o bh a m . The Reader’s Handbook, New Edition, Revised. J. B. Lippincott 

Company, Philadelphia, circa 1897.
Brewer’s Dictionary of Phrase and Fable, Eighth Revised Edition. Harper & Row, 

New York and Evanston, 1963.
BROWN, A. F. Normal and Reverse English Word List, Eight Volumes. University of 

Pennsylvania (under contract with the Air Force Office of Scientific Research), 
Philadelphia, 1963.

b r o w n lo w , c. v. Gould’s Medical Dictionary, Fifth Revised Edition. The Blakiston 
Company, Philadelphia and Toronto, 1941. -

burgess, g e l e t t . The Purple Cow and Other Nonsense. Dover Publications, Inc., 
New York, 1961. ~ J

c a ld w ell , w il l ia m . Parts of Two or More Word Phrases. Contest Books, Los Angeles, 
1951.

b i b l i o g r a p h y 317

CARROLL, l e w is . The Annotated Alice, with an Introduction and Notes by Martin 
Gardner; a Forum Book. The World Publishing Company, Cleveland and New 
York, 1963.

clark , g . r . Palindromes. Bryce and Simpkin, Glasgow, Scotland, 1886-1887. 
c o l l e , e . n . The Animal Kingdom Index. Specialty Publications, Cleveland, 1951. 
Complete 2 to 23 Letter Word Book from Merriam-Webster Pocket Dictionary. Research 

Book Company, New York, 1955.
co o k , jr ., n o rm a n  w. Cook’s Revised and Improved Puzzle Dictionary. National 

Crossword Puzzlers, Brooklyn, New York, 1950. 
c o o p e r , w il l ia m  r . An Archaic Dictionary. Bagster and Son, London, 1876. 
co x , CHARLES roy . ABC’s Apralist: 9-Letter Words. American Book Concern, Colum­

bus, Ohio, 1953. (n o t e : Similar lists have been published for words of 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 
and 10 letters.)

Crossword Puzzles from The London Times. Hawthorn Books, Inc., New York, 1964. 
d a v en po r t , doris k. Delving A to Z for Variants and Reformed Spellings. Doris 

K. Davenport, St. Petersburg, Florida, 1951 (distributed by Robert Spence Publica­
tions, Inc., also of St. Petersburg).

d u d en ey , henry  e . The World’s Best Word Puzzles. The “Daily News Publications 
Department, London, 1925.

d u t c h , Ro b er t  a . The Original Roget’s Thesaurus of English Words and Phrases, New  
Edition, Completely revised and modernized. St. Martin’s Press, New York, 1965. 

ea r l , m a r l in . Cash for Untangling Titles. Robert Spence, St. Petersburg, Florida, 1957. 
ea ster n  pu z zle r s’ le a g u e , t h e . A Key to Puzzledom, or Complete Handbook o f the 

Enigmatic Art. William W. Delaney, New York, 1906. 
eby , a n son  d . Curiosities of Language (Little Blue Book No. 1 1 50Y.' Haldeman-Julius 

Company, Girard, Kansas, undated.
esa r , ev a n . The Dictionary of Humorous Quotations. Bramhall House, New York, 1949. 
esar , ev a n . Humorous English. Horizon Press, New York, 1961.
Everything’s A Puzzle, 149 Pages. (No author, publisher, or date shown, but published 

after 1950).
fa n sh a w e , l . a . The Crossword Puzzle Solver, Second Edition. Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons, 

Ltd., London, 1933.
fa rrar , Ma r ga ret . The Crossword Book o f Puns & Anagrams. Simon and Schuster, 

New York, 1963.
fo st e r , frank  p ie r c e . An Illustrated Encyclopaedic Medical Dictionary, Six Volumes.

D. Appleton and Company, New York, 1888-1894. 
f r ie n d , j. n e w t o n . Words: Tricks and Traditions. Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York 

and London, 1957.
fu l l e r , jo h n  G. Games f  or Insomniacs. Doubleday 8c Company, Inc., New York, 1966. 
g a in es , h e l e n  f o u c h e . Cryptanalysis. Dover Publications, Inc., New York, 1956. 
g o sse , h e l e n  & p h il ip . Gathered Together. The Swan Press, Chelsea, England, 1927. 
g r iesh a b er , h a n s . Forty Years Travelling Round the World, pp. 141-147. Robert 

Hale, London, 1965.
h a er tz en , Ch a rles  a . Follett Vest Pocket Anagram Dictionary. Follett Publishing 

Company, Chicago, 1964.
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h a re , c. e . The Language of Field Sports, Revised Edition. Country Life Ltd., London, 
1949.

h a re , c. e . The Language of Sport. Country Life Ltd., London, 1939.
HILL, h . w. The Quickway Crossword Dictionary. Frederick Warne and Company 

Ltd., London and New York, 1953.
h o d g e , Fr ed erick  w eb b . Handbook of American Indians North o f Mexico, Two 

Volumes. Rowman and Littlefield, Inc., New York, 1965. 
h odgkin , jo h n . “Proper Terms”. Transactions of the London Philological Society, 1909, 

pp. 1-187, published for the Society by Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner, & Company, 
Ltd., London.

h u g h es , r u pe r t . Music Lovers’ Encyclopedia, Completely revised and newly edited 
by Deems Taylor and Russell Kerr. Garden City Books, Garden City, New York, 
1954.

h u g o n , pa u l  b. The Modern Word Finder, New Revised Edition. Grosset & Dunlap, 
New York, 1934.

Irregular and Unusual Plurals. American Newspaper Syndicate, 1950. (33 Pages). 
Jackson , holbroo k . The Complete Nonsense of Edward Lear. Dover Publications, 

Inc,, New York, 1951.
“ jax” . Story of “The Jax Square’’ and 100 Jax Square Puzzles. J. Wilsori (printed by 

Hugh Evans & Sons, Ltd.), Liverpool, England, undated. 
jo y c e , ja m es . Finnegans Wake, embodying all author’s corrections. The Viking Press, 

New York, 1945.
kane, Jo se ph  n a th a n . Facts About the Presidents, New, Revised and Enlarged Edi­

tion; a Pocket Book Edition. Pocket Books, Inc., New York, 1960. 
k aufm an , gerald  ly n ton . The Book of Modern Puzzles, Second Revised Edition. 

Dover Publications, Inc., New York, 1954.
k aufm an , gerald  ly n to n . New Word Puzzles. Dover Publications, Inc., New York, 

1957.
k e it h , l e e . Complete 8 Letter Words. Lee Keith, Pocahontas, Arkansas, 1950. (n o t e : 

Similar lists have been published for words of 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 letters.) 
k eith , l e e . Keith’s 2 thru 8-Letter Words. Lee Keith, Pocahontas, Arkansas, 1952. 
k e it h , l e e . Out-of-Place Words from M-W Dictionary. Lee Keith, Pocahontas, 

Arkansas, 1951.
k in n a ir d , clark . Encyclopedia of Puzzles and Pastimes. Grosset & Dunlap, New 

York, 1946.
l e e , ed w a r d  l . Dictionary of Plants. Robert Spence Publications, Inc., St. Petersburg, 

Florida, 1959.
l e e , ed w a rd  l . Merriam-Webster Third New International Dictionary Six Letter Words. 

Robert Spence Publications, Inc., St. Petersburg, Florida, circa 1963. (n o t e ; Similar 
lists have been published for words of 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, and 10 letters.)

Le Livre des Extremes. Guinness Hachette, Paris, circa 1962. (Text is in French.) 
le v in e , jack . A List of Words Containing No Repeated Letters. Jack Levine, Raleigh, 

North Carolina, 1957.
lev in so n , Leonard  l o u is . The Left Handed Dictionary. Collier Books, New York, 1963.
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l e w is , n o rm a n . The Comprehensive Word Guide. Doubleday & Company, Inc., 
Garden City, New York, 1958.

l e w is , no rm a n . The New Roget’s Thesaurus of the English Language'in Dictionary 
Form, Revised, Greatly Enlarged Edition. Garden City Books, Garden City, New 
York, 1961.

Long Words (From 15 to 27 Letters). Complete Contest Service, Phoenix, Arizona, 1956. 
m a r c h , fr a n c is  An d r e w  and m a r c h , jr ., fr a n c is  a . March s Thesaurus-Dictionary, 

with a new Supplement by R. A. Goodwin. Hanover House, Garden City, New 
York, 1958.

m a r c u se , sibyl . Musical Instruments: A Comprehensive Dictionary. Doubleday & 
Company, Inc., Garden City, New York, 1964. 

m a r sh a l l , St e p h e n . Complete Fourteen Letter Word Book. Stephen Marshall, Brooklyn, 
New York, 1951. (n o t e : Similar lists have been published for words of 9, 10, 11, 12, 
and 13 letters.)

m a r sh a l l , St e p h e n . Experts List of High Score 4 to 8 Letter Words: Stephen Marshall, 
Brooklyn, New York, 1951.

m a r sh a ll , St e p h e n . High Score 3 to 18 Letter Words. Stephen Marshall, Brooklyn, 
New York, 1952.

m a r sh a ll , St e p h e n . The Puzzle Experts Contest Course. Contest Service, Brooklyn, 
New York, 1951.

m a r sh a ll , St e p h e n . Signs iz Symbols for Contest Fans. Contest Service, Brooklyn, 
New York, 1956.

m a r sh a ll , St e p h e n . Tricky Crossword Clues and Explanations, Four Volumes. Stephen 
Marshall, Brooklyn, New York, 1956-1959.

m a r sh a ll , St e p h e n . 20,000 Unusual Definitions and Synonyms. Stephen Marshall, 
Brooklyn, New York, 1952.

m a w so n , c. o. Sy lv ester . Roget’s Thesaurus of the English Language in Dictionary 
Form, Reprint Edition. Garden City Books, Garden City, New York, 1940. 

m c  w h ir t e r , norris d . and a . r o ss . The Guinness Book of Records, Tenth Edition.
Guinness Superlatives Limited, London, 1962. 

m c  w h ir t e r , norris d . and a . ro ss . Guinness Book of World Records, Revised and 
Enlarged Edition. Sterling Publishing Company, Inc., New York, 1965. 

m en c k en , h enry  l . The American Language—Supplement II, pp. 596-642. Alfred A. 
Knopf, New York, 1960.

m ey er , jer o m e  s. Puzzle Quiz and Stunt Fun. Dover Publications, Inc., New York, 1956. 
m ilb u r n , geo rg e . A Book of Interesting and Amusing Puns (Little Blue Book No.

1093). Haldeman-Julius Company, Girard, Kansas, undated. 
m ilb u r n , g eo r g e . Book of Puzzles and Brainteasers (Little Blue Book No. 1103).

Haldeman-Julius Company, Girard, Kansas, undated. 
m o o r e , jo h n . You English Words. J. B. Lippincott Company, Philadelphia and 

New York, 1962.
“m .r.w .” The Crossword Companion. Herbert Jenkins, London, 1952. 
n e w t o n , frank  e a t o n . New Practical Dictionary for Cross Word Puzzles, Revised, 

Enlarged Edition. Doubleday & Company, Inc., Garden City, New York, 1964.
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NEW pr im er  o f  f u z z l e d o m  The National Puzzlers’ League, Inc., Greenfield, Mas-

x ,ca t T y V c M e c t i o , ,  of d vm t’mg Assemblages of Animals, Birds, Human
Beings, elc.Privately printed. Rallogie. England, 1933.

NonDE* X s z .  A Book of Striking Similes (Little Blue Book No. 1354). Haldeman-
Tnlins Comoanv, Girard, Kansas, undated. .

Xyphonium, A. The National Puzzlers’ League, Centre Hall, Pennsylvania, circa

l ^ y i  (Charles Jacobsen). A Complete History of the National
Puzzlers’ League, Inc. Riddlers Club of New York, 1953 n  ' ,♦

Or le a n s , Jacob and jac o b so n . Ed m u n d . The Scrabble Word Gmdc. Grosset & Dunlap,

ELLSWO^i' d a iley . Words' Within -Words. ■ Ellsworth Dailey Parker, St. Louis,

p , “ ^ n m. Words About Words, A Collection of Nomenclature Columns 
reprinted from Chemical and Engineering Xews. The American Chemical Society,

n c ^ d  Puzzles and Word Play. George Kentledge & Sons, Ltd.,

PEA^so?A. m i  The Twentieth Century Standard Puzzle Book. George Routledge &
Sons Ltd., London, undated. t — .. ,

p f ie f f e r , o r v ille .Puzzle Lovers Dictionary, a Cold Star Book. The New Internationa
Librarv Inc., Derbv, Connecticut, 1964.

potter,C harles francs. Is That in The Bible?, a Crest Book. Fawcett Publ.cat.ons,
Inc., Greenwich, Connecticut, 1962. _ , ,

Primer ’of Puzzledom. The National Puzzlers’ League, Centre Hall, Pennsy van ,

PROCHNOW, HERBERT v. and pr o c h n o w , JR., Herbert  v. A Dictionary of Wit, Wisdom, 
I  6- Satire. Harper & Brothers, New York, 1962. . T

' ra fferty , Ka t h l een . The Dell Crossword DlcHonary. Dell Pnbl.sh.ng C « g A W  
New York, 1964. (A Delacorte Press Book distributed by The Dial •)

Reversed Dictionary of Classified Categories. Scientific Publishing Company, Brooklyn,

« .dolT rŝ t h e  ™The A B C of Puzzledom. Charles Jacobsen, Whitestone, New York,

mp^ robert L. Ripley’s Belieoe It Or Not, Two Volumes in One, Reprint Edition.
Garden City Publishing Company, Inc., Garden C.ty, NewYorkM 94a  

Ripley’s Believe It Or Not, a Trident Press Book. Simon and Schuster, TJew York, 196_ 
Ripley’s Mammoth Believe It Or Not. Simon and Schuster, bice. New , 
Ripley's New Believe It Or N ot Simon and Schuster, Inc. New York. J >50.
itipleu* 3 5 *  Anniuersan, Belieoe it Or Not. Simon and Schuster Inc., New York, •
ROD ALE J. I. The Phrase Finder. Rodale Press, Emmaus, Pennsylvania, U S ) .
RODAti ,. The Synonym Tinder. Rodale Books, Inc., Emmaus, Pennsylvania, l i» b  
rodale, j. .. The Word Finder. Rodale Press, Emmaus, Pennsylvania, 1947.

„  PETER MARE. Thesaurus o f Words and Phrases, enlarged by John Lewis Rog ,

new edition revised and enlarged by Samuel Romilly Roget. Grosset & Dunlap,
New York, 1947. „  „ „  XT

Roget’s International Thesaurus, Third Edition. Thomas Y. Crowell Company, New
York, 1962. n ,

ROSELLE, AUBREY c. Famous $12,000 Prize-Winning Tongue-Twisters (Little Blue Book
No. 1261). Haldeman-Julius Company, Girard, Kansas, undated.

SCHMIDT, JACOB e d w a b d . Reversion: A Medical Word Finder. Charles C. Thomas,
Springfield, Illinois, 1958. ’ ,

SHIPLEY, JOSEPH t . Playing With Words. Prentice-Hall, Inc., Englewood Cliffs, New
jersey, 1960.

Sisso n , a . f . The Unabridged Crossword Puzzle Word Finder. Doubleday & Company, 
Inc., Garden City, New York, 1963.

SLADEN, n . ST. BARBE. The Complete Crossword Reference Book, New and Entirely 
Revised Edition. The Syndicate Publishing Company, Ltd., London, 1949.

SMITH, LLOYD e . Curiosities o f the English Language (Little Blue Book No. 1350).
Haldeman-Julius Company, Girard, Kansas, undated. _

s m it h , LLOYD E. Fascinating Pastimes With Words (Little Blue Book No. 1433).
Haldeman-Julius Company, Girard, Kansas, undated.

SPENCE, ROBERT e . L. 6-Letter Word Book o f the Master Series. Robert E. L. Spence, 
St. Petersburg, Florida, 1950. (n o t e : Similar lists have been published for words
of 3, 4, 5, 7, and 8 letters.) - .

STARR, MARION M. Marion Starr’s Synonyms. Marion M. Starr, Kensington, Maryland,

STRUTT, JOSEPH. The Sports and Pastimes o f the People o f England. T. Tegg, London,

1838. m  m  D ii
su n n er s , w il l ia m . Categories o f Famous People and Places. William Sunners, Brooklyn,

New York, 1952.
su n n ers , w il l ia m . How to Construct the Perfect Puzzle. National Library Publications,

Inc., Brooklyn, New York, 1954. .
sun n ers , w il l ia m . How to Win Prize Contests. Arco Publishing Company, New York,

1950. M L  ' __
s w a n fe l d t , ANDREW. Crossword Puzzle Dictionary, Revised and Enlarged. Thomas

Y. Crowell Company, New York, 1944. 
t u r l o t , a . A. Turlot’s Book o f Personalities. A, Turlot, Chicago, 1952. 
w a lk er , JOHN. The Rhyming Dictionary o f the English Language, Revised and En­

larged by Lawrence H. Dawson. E. P. Dutton and Company, New York, 1936. 
WALSH, w il l ia m  s. A Handy Book of Curious Information. J. B. Lippincott Company, 

Philadelphia & London, 1913.
WALSH, w il l ia m  s. Handy-Book o f Literary Curiosities. J. B. Lippincott Company, 

Philadelphia, 1893.
WEAVER, WARREN. Words. The New York Public Library, New York, 1960. 
w e id e m a n , HUGH. The Rapid Fact Finder. Thomas Y. Crowell Company, New York,

1958. , Ü  |  v  ,
WEIS, HANS. Bella Bulla: Lateinische Sprachspielereien. Ferd. Dummiers Verlag,

Bonn, West Germany, 1960. (Text is in German.)
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w e l l s ," Carolyn . A Whimsey Anthology. Dover Publications, Inc., New York, 1963. 
w e l l s , evelyn . What to Xante the Baby. Reprint Edition. Garden City Books, Garden 

City, New York, 1953.
w e x t w o r t h , Harold  and flex n er , stuart  ber g . Dictionary oj American Slang.

Thomas Y. Crowell Company, New York, I960. 
w h ea tl ey , henry' b . O f Anagrams. Williams and Nor gate, London, 1862. 
w h e e l e r , w il lia m  a . Dictionary of the Xoted Xantes of Fiction, Twenty-Third Edition, 

with Appendix by Charles G. Wheeler. Houghton, Mifflin and Company, Boston 
and New York, 1894.

Winning Words. Original Contest Service, Elmont, New York, undated. 
w o o d , c l e m e n t . The Romance of Words (An Introduction to Philology)— Little Blue 

Book No. 70S. Haldeman-Julius Company, Girard. Kansas, undated.

We have made the circuit from the magic and. mystery of words to their 
romance, in 150 steps, without mentioning any of the periodicals, past or 
present, devoted partly or wholly to recreational linguistics.. Fourteen oi the 
most important ones are listed below. Those publications now out of print are 
indicated by an asterisk.

“a rdm ore  pu z z l e r , t h e . Published by Edwin Smith L'Remardo in Ardmore, Penn- 
svlvania, from 1899 to circa 1915, at varying frequencies weekly, daily, semi­
monthly,’and monthly).

c o n test  magazine. Published monthly by A.-D. Freese ic Sons. Inc.. L pland, Indiana. 
crypto g ra m , t h e . Published bimonthly by The American Cryptogram Association 

Editor: Robert A. Hammell, West Collingswood, New Jerseys 
"ea stern  en ig m a , t h e . Published monthly by the Eastern Puzzlers League, in 

Pittsburgh, Pennsvlvania and in other Pennsylvania towns, from 1883 to January, 
1920.

en ig m a , t h e . Published monthlv b y  the National Puzzlers League, primarily in 
Scranton, Pennsvlvania, in Centre Hall, Pennsylvania, and-in  Greenfield, Mas­
sachusetts, from February, 1920 onward.

“ in sid e  t h e  a c d . Published monthly by Harper ¿c Brothers, New fork, in the 1950 s.
in connection with The American College Dictionary. 

n a m es. Published quarterly by the American Name Society Editor: Professor Kelsie 
B. Harder, State University College, Potsdam, New York).

■•n ew s  o f  c o n tests . Published at irregular intervals (several times annu a lly ) by  Contest 
Research Company of Brooklyn. New York. 

notes and  q u er ie s . A publication issued weekly by various English publishers, since 
1549. Currentlv published by the Oxford University Press in London; full current 
title, Xotes and Queries for Readers and Writers. Collectors and Librarians. 

o n o m a stic . Published at irregular intervals (once or twice a year) in the form of a 
series of pamphlets ¡Editor: Professor J. B. Rudnyekyj of Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Canada).
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p r iz e w in n e r  (formerly, W hat’s Cooking in Contests). Published monthly by Robert 
Spence Publications, Inc., St. Petersburg, Florida.

“r ec r ea tio n a l  m a t h em a tic s  m a g a z in e . Published bimonthly at first, later irregularly, 
by Joseph S. Madachy, first at Idaho Falls, Idaho, later at Kent, Ohio, from February, 
1961 to February, 1964.

“w o r d s . Issued weekly by Temple G. Porter of Washington, D.C., through the 
facilities of English Language Services, Inc., from December, 1964 to December, 
1965.

w o rd  study . Published monthly by the G. & C. Merriam Company of Springfield, 
Massachusetts, in connection with its dictionaries.

The author will welcome contributions to the foregoing bibliography from 
knowledgeable readers.



s3a ng misunderstanding: during our London sabbatical, we mentioned to Mary 

W intersgill that1 we*d crossed paths the night before w/ mutual friend B i l l ,  

explaining We thought)' that we*d seen (the play) "W illie Rough," She said ,

Oh, th a t 's  too bad* Puzzled, we said  no, the play was excellent, and B i l l  thought 

so too. She paused and then laughed, to explain she thought we'd seen B i l l  (Willie)

drunk (rough)


