Dear Martine-

Whichever god watches over t‘rms writers hes been on the job for you.
114 Herald and never have had, but
2 o * d 1as filline b v hoky - drek Rl
ierd of mine was filling in on the copy desk there, somehow got hold
of the letter you'd addressed to me, took it home and re-enveloped it and
gent it along to me.

['ve done what I could, through the mists of 20 years, with your questions
auout Lindsay=-Schaub, My mein impres L=S and my time in Decatur
is in my book This House of Sky, pp. .ﬁ-b'» i ¢ may have a copy of.
T tried there to convey the cxtr or dinary *o]cw of Felts, wotpctm‘ and
nur turer of those of us on his edit oz-!ﬂ-«vw“tzz g gtaff Dave himself
th know of on editori atti " e A secord ,;'Of.)d
-To?’m’w now of 'ﬁhe .(.O}ﬁ’jo Blade, wh the time
S “‘zm'e's secorgd and and
‘:av“ “ve*‘wr'vden b3 l.ed ¢
try m,m in a hurry
1 leave Toledo for the
address: 2518 Orchard Road,

The other editorial writers during my LS stint were Jim Miller, who
3

moved to a job in Washington, D.C,, and a greatly ;;j fted Swede named Lars,
whose last name Radph Johnson can probably supplys and Fred | son, who
is at a U, of Chicago institute--Institute for Policy f%tudy?-n::u nd Douglas

McCormick, 5050 Riverside Dr., Columbus KE OH 13220, Fred and Doug would
be good thoughtful sourcese.

I o P T
Best o .Lh.dk.
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am using a lot f oral history
respondence for primary sources. I have
L,ind say twice angd an FT‘"]_V‘C to arrange
or correspondence with ve Felts,
I will also have interviews with
Roger Hughes ary Minich, and a
who are st«l in this immediate area.
trvimﬁ to
probaeb
oYl you
tiﬁevta
) S € "fls letter and answe
propriate to your perience with Lindsay-Sc
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so, would you ease sign the brief release
n
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guestion sheet aut novW/, » us to use your answers °
scholarly and Gﬂl@@ul@p«’ purposes. I will certainly ap-
preciate any assgis ur are able to give
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1. 3rief blographical date ahont yourself, including dates and
t1tles for your Lindsay-Schaub orcanization years,

2. As you recall, how were major editorial positlons determilned
at Lindsay-Schaub llewspapers durine your years there? (Endorse=
"ment of candidates, for example.)

3. How were day-to-day editorial views determined and how was
it decided who would write the editoria

Did Lindsay-~Schaub editorials wrilters nlso fimetlon as news
reporters? Was that helpful oniharmful? In “hat way?

at degree do vou thinki thegownership of Lindsav-Schauk

ewsnaners asserted 1tself in edltorials positions declsions?
Whats effnotg, Af any,«do yvou think thls had on editorial integ-
rity and on staff morsals?

f. "o use a couple of shopworn labels, did you consider Lindsay-
Schaub to be "liberal'" or "conscervative!" in thelr views as ex-
pressed editorially? Was this reflected in the selectlon of
staff members?

Har In i your bime do syon recall any instances uwhers Ll iedlitors
refused to run any Lindsay-Schaub editorlals? I on what
occasion(s)? Do you recall the reasons siven?

8. Do you recall any time when the editorials staff was asked to
defer to the wlshes of advertigers in framings an edltorial po-
sition? If so, what were the occasions? Whati reasons were

ociven?

9. Do you recall any time(s) when an editorial position or state-
ment had to be framed a particular way in deference to the other

business interests of the ovners? What were the occeaslions?

10. Did the labor affalrs of Lindsay-~Schaub "ewspanrers ever af-
yEibhe iframing of edlitorial posiblons i or statementa®« I s

SRR,
on what  ecaslons? How?

How do ‘you assegs the lmpeact of Lindsay-Seheub editorials
during your time with the company? Can you wmive an example
f aiparticular editorialieffort which aptly 1llustrates your
pasessment?

12. Compared with other newspapers or newspaper groups with which
you have hn personal exverience, how would you rate the quali-
ty of the editorials staff personnel? Of the editoriels re-
search? Of the edlitorials themselves?

Date 2& ?:@(Jj /?&%

. I herel - alve and bequeath to Tllinols State University as a
donation for such scholarly and educational purposes as the Uni-
versity may determine, my attached answers to the questions sahove.#
¥provided that I or anyone writing a biography of me shall have an unrestric ted

right to quote from my answerse AR ;
. Signature \L*"M\L \ gte
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in the shift

Doig/1

l. I'm attaching a current author's bio done for my publisher, My L-S
stint was as an editorial writer, April 15 '63=-about July 1, '6l.

2. Ralph Johnson would have better information than mine ¢« My memory is

that Fd Lindsay would consult with Dave Felts and Ralph, on candidate
endorserents--or rather, on the course of candidate's campaigns, as I was

gone from Decatur by the time of the 'd; general elections The rest of us

did at least have a crack at the candidates: I seem to remenmber Gove Kerner
coming in for a session of questions with us, and I have a clearer recollection
of some candidate (maybe Sherwin Willens, whatever it was he was running for)
lodged into a booth with the gang of us duri ng our coffee break at Rango's

bare But my guess is that Rd Lindsay wrote major endorsements s or Dave

Felts wrote them in accordance with Ed's decision.

3¢ Day-by-day we sorted topics out accordi ng. % common sense and particular
interests. I was the only one of us still entangled in a military obligation==
I was in the Air Force Reserve--and so the draft and midomc military spending
fell to me, perhaps at Dave's suggestion. Dave and perhaps Doug and/or Fred
wrote on Xmemll city council matters, I think. Ralph wrote on state politics
because of his secomd hat as legislative co rrespondent, We did have a brief
daily meeting, at least when there were enough of us in the office, to talk
over possible topics. Dave led these, quite informally, going over lead
stories #ff the Herald or off the wires. Fd Lindsay might come down to these
sessions, though I think he was not on hamd a m jority of the time. These
tended to be eivilized discussions=-anything convensd by Dave had a hizh
degree of civility--and I remember no real arguments, though opinions of
course were exchanged.

e Yes, we did a little reporting, or at least some of us did., Ralph at

the legislature, most importantly. I was assigned to the meetings, probably
monthly, of the State Teachers College Board, which oversaw the lesser 1y~
year state schools such as TIU, WIU--l don't know about Illinois ¥mx State
at Normel, I can't recalls It was helpful in that it got me out of Decatur,
which was the stodgiest and most borirg place I've ever lived s and that it
enlivened the Job a bit., The drawback was that, reporting on a part-time
basis, I never got on top of that College Board beatj never could give it
the time and attention it should have had.

There was one other task of L-S editorial writers which was a major
aggravation: filing the LeS wire on Saturdayse. This was a strange warp in
the L-S organiz ational structure, otherwise quite benign: it was a management
insistence, over efforts by kmkk I think both Dave and Ralph to get it changed,
that we 6 editarial writers (Dave's eyes weren't good enough, ard I believe
part of his agreement to be editor of the editorial pages was not to be

PR —
0

included in this wire room shift) share the two Saturday LeS wire shifts,

(The regular wire editor had that day off.) Thus every third week, a person's
turn came arournd. The news room was no happier with this than we were P
believe, and I can recall being unhappy both with the wire shift--it is a
taxing, relentless job, especially when you do it only every 3 weeks--and

with the newsroom editors, The editor of the Sat. afternoon Review re turally
wanted his major stories filed late, to have the most recent updates in them}
but as the wire editor could provide copy faster than his filer could type

1% into the machine, there was always a backlog of copy between whet was
issuing out of the wire machine and what the copy editor was working on,




Tricky timing, to hold a story long enough for updating yet feed it to the
filer soon enough that it would come out the wire machine before the newsroom's
deadline. The Surdsay editor, on the other hard, had a penchant for front-
paging interpretive or other non-breaking storiesj so with him, you might get
a call late in your shift asking for some enormous NY Times wire piece which
you had set aside for the regular wire editor to handle on Monday, there being
no time value on it, ILife would have been happier all around if the newsroom
rather than us had handled that Sat. pair of shifts, I'm convinced,

5« I suppadse we all realized, in the great Liebling's words, freedom of
the press is for the man who owns one. We rarely--see answer 9=--were called
on the carpet for anything we said in the editorials we wrote, and ix the
endorserents and such that Ed and/or Dave didy were regarded by me at least
as the publisher's prerogative, The L=S5 management, as personified by Ed
lindsay, was upstarding and decent enough for me to work for in comfort,
though not in absolute bliss,

quite
6. Liberal; given the political tone of its area, mwmk liberal indeed.
Which is to say, our editorial peges were maderate im politically, strong
on civil rights, comrtted to providing the readership some information and
opinion about international matters; in a Dovrnstate climate of Republicanism
that produced Paul Powell and some of the more retrograde members of the
state legislature, I think this added up to liberal. Xmt Fd Lindsay, in
my view, held a gentlerm nly attitude; he was something like an intelligent,
concermned squire. Dave Felts in turn was a reflection of Ed's attitude,
and the rest of us were hired because we were pretty much attuned to those
twoe The staff view, overall, I think could be said to be liberal in that
we were more concerred with decency than with creed., I recall Xk Ralph
Johnson, who had more fizz then the rest of us, once saying "There ought
to be a right not to be miserable.,” I've not yet heard it said any better,
and I do not think you!ll hear a conservative say it.

Te My memory is that, because we were writirng editorials for both the
Hera®d and the Review, there were always more editorials filed on the Lew
wire than the local editors had space fors Thus, they had some choices

I don't recall any snits about them refusing to run a particular editorial.

8+ No.

9+ Nos

10, Not to my knowledge, but I was rather oblivious to labor matters then,
11, I entirely believe that LeS furnished Decatur=-I don't know enough about
the other LS newspsper towns to say--more enlightered editorial corment than
it had to, and probably more enlightened than the city deserved. The drawback,

as I see it in retrospecty is that our editorials so largely were cormment,
rather then bold arguent, Not without rue did I read somewhere that




the editorial writer stays aloof on the high ground until the battle is over,
then comes down and shoots the wounded. It was deliberate on the part of the
L-5 editorial writers, in keeping with our moderate but enlightened stance,
to write rany editorials which furnished more information than they did
leadershipe I can't recall the actual R words of Dave Felts, bubt I remember
him saying something to the effect that every editorial doesn't have to be

a cavalry charges That fix is certainly right, yet I wonder if we shou ldn't
have tried to ambush the conventional wisdam oftener than we did.

An exarmple of our sober, respornsible policy: defending the right of free
speech in the case of a U, of Illinois professor who was an outspoken John
Birch® Society member. My memory is that our editorials, running in the
Chappaign L-S paper, my have had some affect with a U. of Illinois adminisira-
tion which wanted to dump the professor.

12, Hindsight may have intensified this view, but I think the editorial
writing staff was the class act of L-8, at least of its Decatur operations
(Again, a reflection of ! Iindsay's sense of responsibidity and noble sse
oblige, I believe.) The news side did not seem to me particularly enter-
prising. Perhaps a comparison can be found, gauging the careers of the
news side against those of us on the editorial side: Ralph Johnson having
gone on to head the Toledo Blade editorial pagé, Julius Yuscha mekirg his
reputation in Washirgton, Fred Pearson in his academic career at the U,

of Chicago, Lars leaving L-3 for the Toronto Star, Doug YcCormick becoming
a Seripps-Howard correspondent in Ohio, my own career as a writer nominated
for a National Book Award--these, just from amorg the editorial writers of
or near my brief time at IL-3. My memory is that the NY Times then had a
staff of 7 editorial writers, just as L-S did; I would doubt that many other
papers, except perhaps the Washing ton Post, showed such a seriousness toward
its editorial responsibilities.

The research was pretty good, given how ' much we wretej
editorials a day, besides laying out ome of the edil pesgess 1 can
going off to the Decatur library (besides usirng the L-S morgue) for he
at a time, to do some research before writing. We were quite scrupulous
citizens of the newspaper world, it seems to me.

The editorials themselves were defter than they were deep. I learned a
lot about writing pretty well pretty fast, at I-S. Almost all of us were
good wordsmiths , good enough to have made our livings at it. There of ten
was a nice sheen on our editorials; where they lacked grealness, ol course,
was the speed with which we had to write, and the youth of our staff, None
of us equaled such editorial wizards as Alan Barth or Meg Greenfield of
the Washington Post=-though with the right circumstances, a couple or three
of us by now could be extremely good editorial writers, I eelieve, ard
Ralph Johnson in Toledo probably ise

2 f* e - 3
} 1 of ten wrote




9. I mearly forgot to include this, after alluding to it in answer Se
The only flak I can recall our group of editorial writers receiving was

after Fred Pearson (please chec k this with him) wrote an editorial titled
"Not 411 Invited .to the Feast," which as 1 reecall pointed out the statistics
of how kmm few people were stockho]dem,:n Americaes I can't remember who
protested to ¥d Lindsay--it must have been stock brokers or his friends at
the Decatur Clube~but he got enough heat that he inquired to Dave about the
editoriale Dave in turn asked us, and it turned out that while ‘i‘"recl had
written it; another cne of us had copy-edited it, another :

headline on it, and yet f“x;wt"‘ er (I think me) had run it on the

he made upe Te€ey at least )i of the 7 of us on the staff had bl

hardled the editorial, seeing nothing wrong wi th i whereas hthe r‘r‘

to Fd Le saw it questioning the capit < ; Tmt hing much came

this , except for us being nonpluss d Fd ha d to ort to

note or phone call of inquiry. (Again, check with Fr ;i, have a lurking
memory that Fd may have heard a squawk from some of the & that

editorials)




--from David V., Fglts, Ivan's editor at Decatur

Lindsay-Schaub Newspapers

EXECUTIVE ‘OFFICE DECATUR; ILLINOIS 62525, PHONE 422-8531
Decegber 6,1969

(How about fthese —-both sheets —--for
Nostalgia ?)

Dear Ivan ,that is,Dr.Ivan

Of course ! read your DbLincoln story in the Illinols State
' --unless I forget it
—-will testify.Once upon a time I was director and VP of the
state historicd sooigty;but that was when I was more mobile, as well
3.5 @ors flexible hehind tThe ears.
enjoyed L0 s
ggpd the article, a u seful footpégé to thW@mdrous
story,Illinois, N
Perhaps you have run across Simeon Francis in your readings

of history of the Northwest. fyancis » Editor of the &

Journal, predecessor of the Illinois State Jpurnal at Springfield

and a close friend af Lincoln and his wife,was also the founder of

the Portland Uragonian. Lincoln had sent him NW as army paymaster,or
some such political post. Copley Newspapers might be interested
in a plece on Francis,since CP owns and publishes the Ill State

Journal,for which Iwrote edits and a column just before 1 came %O
Degatur. (7725*4%95>

v
Lj;ffﬁf now ben retired for @lmost three years,but keep

busy and solvent with a contract for edit page material which I

FENEgE UM Er SOCIZl SEEMRSPLyCHAVE NYEeMIet tonssQuite fIexibies

HERALD AND REVIEW COURIER METRO-EAST JOURNAL INTELLIGENCER
LINDSAY-SCHAUB NEWSPAPERS, INC. EAST SHORE NEWSPAPERS, INC. EDWARDSVILLE INTELLIGENCER, INC.
DECATUR CHAMPAIGN-URBANA EAST ST. LOUIS EDWARDSVILLE

SOUTHERN ILLINOISAN
SOUTHERN ILLINOISAN, INC.
CARBONDALE, HERRIN, MURPHYSBORO




(2)

Dorothy and I could not travel on pension and dividend
incoméfﬂlthouWhvvé?could live comfortably. We were in Europe 33 days
lag summer--Holland,five days on the Rhine, %WitZErlpnd Augtria,
Germany,Smem Norway and Bmmmwim Denmark, Real good. In 1970 we shall
restore the crumbling house,inside and out)and stay home ,eXcept
for perhaps Some modgstr§es_AmErican trips. ﬁf have been abroad in
1965, 67 and ‘69, 0dd mumbered yearsé 1971 ho can tell? My

health has been OK ,since the Thl"OFbOnl;,Sa ve for a kildney stone

-

deal.I will be 70 vgxt moptht- Dorothy 1is spry. Sﬁf would leave

tomorrow for another tour,. 1
i 5 ~_dinner tabla
All the family was home for Thanksgiving, a% . 314
at one tig%ﬁg was a patriarch. Carol has two daughters and Bob has
one daughter, the child of his wife who hadbesn previously married.
Bob lived here in Decatur. He works4in t the trust Dept of the
Citizens bank, and has a home,m nntng and dog in addition to wife
and child. Weg will spend Christmas at Geneva Lake,Wis., with Carol
Tamily. . :
Qruens~
I ﬁégé you would be a third floor.

Ralph thnﬁan teaches Journalism at Bowling rcen U., Bowling Green,Ohio
o

“A
and high-pay edlt page Job in Boston.Zak arlan was a Nieman Fellow

John Zakarilan,his successyas ed of edit pg%,laavas soon for a new

last year., qug McCormick no longer writes edits for the Dg ton
papers‘but 1s their legislative corraspondsnt._ﬁpb Reid is ME at the
Southern Illinoigzg;rb ndale. E 1ul Bamuel is r@fértinﬁ at Baltimora;
wl th a2 black beard. ?;Eacy and Erickson and Mecklenburg ar e teaching
journalism, McTag gzart has been swallowed up in civi/ rights;but is

-

out of jail at the last mmem word.







[ Eq Lindsay has a 4th floor office but spends a
10% of time as member of the Board of Higher Educat ion.He 1is

VP for Planning, and RD Schaub,Fred's son, 1s assist VP for Same

thing, so that's a portent. Neithet Ed nor Fred has retired. Fred
Lye —
1s Bd Chairman, and neaRing 70, Uncle Frank Lindsay, 89, 1s not
A ,
oo bgpsk,but in Florida as 1s his use and custom., Merrill Lindsay

iS-PrESidCHEt of LS Newspapers.

I can:t Spell the name of the editor of the Hera1d and
Review . Robert Hartley 1s Editor of L-S Ngewspapers.He mmam came

t i ol L ¢
Up—-and fast——from East St.Louls. Bob Merrisfash-R edit brpe 1.
Dick Brautigam is Review ME and Jerry Farsons; ﬁ;;iﬁ(énd Sunday
ME. Forry Kyle and Fallstrom still handle sports and Aggiec the
library. :
This will be your dr(égtmns Card, so Dorothy and I

sent best holiday greetings to you and Oarol.rgﬁ EVEr yOou COmE
this way,meke a joyrful noise,

S50, 1in the bond

< G'0.n
’_&67/25/‘ Good Old Dawe
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