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The river (creek?) ducked past.




s

He tried to bring himself back as he was then.



TH to Del:

"How are you at fishing?"




dam on S. Fork of English Creek



mountains sawed up through the earth




s ¥ L
RMoL 345
3080’

mti).m\). l\‘"bﬁi A% 2 So T %
— 3G ma =Ml Lowe b,
= y-ﬁ;( heke Lokas Jaadd . o I\v\de‘p e PAouu.n-

'ﬁ\m e, o) ”B g (JJQMM\%‘K.».\.P el cam 7 mtm & &éﬂu' 1,¢MM, | P
A).sb"QM«] il frone B Yo € tacian DA

B 7 R camed, Wh, camos)

= duag ol ol ] - Tue M : elanee? Comons ) clasppiol wnto M'AM

Pre [thdlh o badd-fae milm: 7 Ht B, yuit a7 Ten (124

= Yadome nk. m. ] At Bl ot prAo
o 1 AT S . te
"H'/'B}:Tb. ey e # i 4

-(}.."AQE“\[A 0% 7 R QA fitAa g\d\—l-d Mw& [JMM m.'?!'(@
TR pres




CY ea«d/))

26 June '83, Dupuyer, 8:20 a.m.--notions about Jick's dawn ride:

--briskness of weather: slight breeze made it cold enough before

dawn to make hands stiff. J wd wear a jacket, maybe gloves (well-
worm leather work gloves)

—~—fat full moon

--immensely long shadow at daybreak, 60 paces long; with J on horse,
likely almost 200'; narrows as it does, my shadow like a long pole
on the prairie. and horse wd start from base of horse's hooves,
then the wedge-shape of horse's body, then the length of J: like
some new creature put together from a giraffe and elephant (main
parts of each creature)

—--shadows dappling pot-hole dips s. of Peder Grande's: land full
of pockets; or pocketsfull of smmkihem shadow (ladles of shadow?)

—--gilence except for wind
--4-wire fence; horses beginning to graze.

--wild roses along creek banks?




2/Jick's dawn ride

26 June morn, one lone long =mmhx cloud atop n. end of Walling
Reef like roll of canvas(?) on a high shelf

~—the dawn breeze. Jick: "I say breeze. knymhxTrmanymkmhrg In Mont.
anything that doesn't try to lift you off your horse is only a
breeze."

-—sun comes up, like a glowing coal that has burned thru the
horizon.
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for Dupuyer area landscape, review "Facing North" cards in Sky file,
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landscape description:

Hillerman example, p. 111 of Sacred Clowns
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S i —-no hel
Valley Ventures—-Stuwe, Jane Fort Shaw history--no help)

6—"This is indeed a wonderful country. Every post office is a town, every
town a city, every home is a ranch, every cow yard a corral, every hill a
mountain, and every man a liar,"
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Montana '9) ’ .

Glasgow: the drive from Glasgow to the dam, that the Senior Care cabulance would take

~

~-~view from hlghway’?mldsgqog:.;;l car wreck sites, on curves or t;:.lls:z.‘m& )
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-- the dam (OVER)* see next card, abt sheriff & slide & truck sites
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~-«ganse of being on the dam before you know it?
_ul.s,‘,mm lmu-\s lAi&*(WcM o « o~

--?ésure by odometer from W. erd of dam to site for "turnout"--3+ mi.? twe. Grvealooi.

--details of turnout, leke, weather, in early afternoon (Sept,)

--higher-water marks on riprap?

-=view to powerhouses from "turnout"
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their bills
DARE,227--bibble: to drink as ducks do--ducks bibbling in the water (possible Remicer)

ralforcty @ ressnyen
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the blue~eyed sky




They 're getting it in Valier. (rain)




Itgla/raining in a big way.
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T ha &l
I&-was weather +e coakz the sweat out of you as you
walked across the yard.




Tufts of rain are left as the underbelly of the cloud drags

across the hills.




sky like blue canvas




Ours was the only storm in a thousand square miles of Montana right

then, and it rained as if showing the rest of the sky how.




cruelest
The nightly teasing by the weather was ome of the parts of

the drought.




Nothing fancy about the weather today: rain, straight ard steady as a muslin

curtain.




-
~ A
pyvy! LUL% 1/0"" L«

-

¥ >
Allrne

4
pheapltrs




Rain booming on the roof.

--of Rob's house on Breed Butte; or the school section cabin: N W 'fl""v




Dell Stark, July 18, 1938

--I wouldn't really care to see any hail just now.
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veils of rain over the ridgetops




other people's weather

--transfixes Montanans during Dep'n?




Weather ¢

veils of rain along the horizon




Weather:

| o)
Gt Falls, 27 June '82: walking the tree-colonaded streets when fundershower
arrived, a few blocks ahead the passage between tree trunks was hazed with
rain, as if a screen door were there,




Montana, 5 July '85:

We arrived here in Gt. Falls on the 3d, and each day, in late afternoon, it's
been close to 100 above. The heat when we go out in it can be felt in the eyes——
it makes you want to squint, to save the eyeballs from drying——and on the cheek-
bones, and scariest of all, in the lungs.

--Day after day, some clouds appearx but bring no rain, not even thunderstorms.

This constant teasing by the weather is surely one of the worst aspects of the

drought.



drought heat (Montana, summer '85): constant surprise how bad things are. Crops
so short they're hard to see as actually being above the ground, look more like
color flat on the ground.




The feel of the country during a drﬁought.

The daily disappointment of clouds and never rain (July 1985 evenings at
Malone's in Bozeman when the entire sky over the Gallatin Valley filled
with thick grey clouds; fringes came down along the sides of the Valley

but no moisture. Clouds overhead had wild swirls, as if boiling slowly.)
The shortness of crops - so low to the ground they looked like colors on the

ground,

The country looks faded.

You could cover a windrow of hay with your hat.



Spring blizzards. Rainless summers. Nature has a sonofabitch side.

(put this in the final Baloney Expresser monologue?)




What 's this weather going to do? (cd be common question at RV parks, or use as
prelude to some weather calamity, such as
storm breaking off big oottomwood limbs)
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R Mton Taved, 20 fum '84
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east of the Cascades--also true of Rockies?=-the clouds become flat-bottomede




read the weather



a sunshower (strangeness of rain and sun simultaneously)
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the talcum smell of spring



clouds--thin, shaped like wingspan of birds (gulls?), dee -gray
~--a bit feathery; mare's tail and other high clouds above

T —
-

—




pantaloon clouds, the weather (expansive)today




the women freshly scarved (agaimst the first-of-winter wind?)




. mountains freshly scarved with snow (have I used this before?)




the last snowbanks (as seen in Glacier Park on train to Montana,April '88)

are like old (soiled) bandages.




Another uneven spring (@ Ft Peck)s.. (!38?)




a bright terrible wink of lightning, me fan 7/




ink-wash clouds, the xik kind with rain that does not reach the ground.




Out there in their cocoons of snow, (the ranches/homesteads/farms...)

--used in RFair?
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(chinook) ... as if the sky had camght a sudden fever.




MZZO'\C‘ WV\O" {
00 is less than a tornado but not by much.



1919 drought

bringing cattle to railhead, leaving horses on prairie - cattly UM+U;7 4 iah
(Mary Dawson letter)
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moon caught in a net of cloud




see details of Jenmet Xreft letters im "Clasgow bgnd®™ file folder




Abraham's tree (DARE, p. 5)--cloud form...of long feathers and plumes of cirrus,
which seem to radiate from single point on horizon.
qc,lw‘“

-~possible use: Rob and Angus at Helena sunrise--sky tree, cloud tree, heaven tree




torpid weather ('10 fire season)




the freight yards of heaven (thunder)
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«eohalf the accustomed distance between them and our wagon track was suddenly
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wu;ue\
lightning, somewhere in Bemcing?

--Rob and Angus hole up together during their '96 herdi ng summer ?
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wind brooming through the fallen leaves




ally Alomding i




Semi -wintry




Jan, '89 weather summary, p. 2, GF Trib Farm & Ranch, Feb., 12 '89 (in file box)




The Montanans

We had about two windshields of rain all summer.




showery day (Jick says, at some point during trip)




Brutal weather. (hot)

ant T waalhan afouud bl




Bill Lang, in Jan. '89 visit when we reminisced
abt Dillon hstorian Stan Davison, mentioned that
Sxx Stan was always "worried about the xwmgcix
roads," Montana phrase for bad weather while
traveling. Reminded me of Theresa & Fred Bucking -
ham similarly worried at Mont ., Historical Society
and from there, of how Dad and
worried about the rcads--and for
doek that matter, how I still do, where Montana
(or mountain) travel Is involved. Plainly it's a
western cultural and generational divide: natives

who've known people, or been people, in trouble
in blizzards ete., incomers such as Lang and Bevis
who are athletic, like some physical risk etc. and
so don't "worry about the reads,"




GF Trib Mardh L, '89

St

HELENA (AP) — A win orm that
dropped more than a foot of snow on parts of
Montana this week has pushed mountain

snowpacks to near normal levels for the first
time in seven years, federal officials say.

“Things are looking pretty good this year,”
said Phil Farnes, Snow-survey supervisor for
the Soil Conservation Service. “Statewide we
are between 80 (percent) to 95 percent of our
average.”

The cold and snow was good news for
Montana’s snowpack and moisture outlook,
which has suffered through several years of
drought.

The weather service said Helena and Great
Falls have exceeded their average annual
snowfall already, with Helena recording 60
inches and Great Falls 70.3 inches. The
respective averages are 47.1 inches and 58.2
inches,

Farnes said 60 inches of snow has
accumulated in the mountains north of Lincoln
and up to 40 inches near Boulder south of
Helena.,

The Continental Divide near Helena is at its
yearly average for this time of year, he said.

Ip best SNOWP:

Meanwhile, the three-day storm eased out of
Montana and into the Dakotas Friday, leaving
behind clear skies and bone-chilling
temperatures. Low temperatures Friday
morning were subzero throughout most of the
state, with the coldest reading at 29 below zero
in East Glacier Park.

Snowfall of 1 to 3 inches fell in southern
Montana overnight, with the heaviest
accumulations near the Montana-Wyoming
border. Those amounts were on top of nearly a
foot of snow Tuesday through Thursday at Red
Lodge, Billings, Butte and Helena.

The eastern plains and westcentral Montana
received several inches to a half-foot,
forecasters say, while northwest Montana had
only a trace.

Forecasters said highs today would reach 20
in western Montana and the single digits east of
the Continental Divide. Lows tonight will be

*below zero in the east and near 10 degrees in
the west.

The long-range forecast called for a warming
trend through the weekend and another storm
system bringing rain or snow by early next
week.

o\\\iv’

——




ick in 7

This week’s storm formed when arctic
high-pressure systems from Canada combined
with moist air from the Pacific, said Bruce
Thoricht of the National Weather Service in
Billings.

The avalanche hazard in Montana is
moderate to high and back-country visitors
were warned Friday to take precautions over
the weekend.

In a statement from the Department of Fish,
Wildlife and Parks, officials said available
information from the U.S. Forest Service
prompted the weekend warning. The higher the
altitude, generally the higher the danger,
officials said.

People going into the mountains were advised
not to travel across steep, open hillsides or
existing avalanche runs. “Safer routes of travel
are ridge tops, ridge lines, heavily treed slopes
or open valley bottoms away from avalanche
run out areas,” the warning said.

The avalanche advisory was issued in

southcentral, southwestern and northwestern
Montana.

In many areas, heavy new snow has fallen on
top of sun and wind-crusted old snow, elevating
the avalanche hazard, officials said.
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fermer/rancher's irritation--as expressed by Dore Schwinden--at radio/TV
weatherpersons who brightly announce rainless weather as good news.




Greenhouse £ effect:

]
Jick: From what Iﬁd read, ons of the symptoms... was more violent weather.

(189 summer thunderstorms etc.; check Northern Lights greenhouse article)




NYT letter to ed
have Jick mention the greenhouse effect (clip in Ag COrisis bax)




raining in earnest



heat lightning seen at Arnsts', about 11 pm, 30 June !'81:

black anvil cloud in the northwest, pulsations of light winking
through it; like firebox doors opened and instantly shut, Light
was pale, closer to white than to yellow. Occasional stabbing

flash of lightningk bolt, Cloud like some vast engine, emitting
the flashes of its combustion,

--Walls of light appeared, instantly vanished,




Other times, whole walls of light shot out of the cloude




Everything seemed to be torn or tearing--loose cloud patches, white ripping
seams in the oceanm




A clear half moon - diminished, as Angus feels,




Heavy rain on the Bago where they're camped some night; Jick lies awake

listening to the drumming of the rain,







«so(break in clouds) shaped like a knothole. The Dutch boy could have stoppered

it by sticking his thumb in, but there was brilliant blue beyond, which showed

that the clouds were shallowe
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from Marcella Walter, when we were at their place up the
o Fork of the Flathead, July '96: the Walters call the

phenomenon when sunset changes tint of the 80 mi, of

Rockies out in front of the cabin "the purpling time.,"



look at Aug. '85 letter to Mark Wyman for descriptions of Montana's '85 drought.,




6 July '83, Langs' house near Clancy--

90-degree heat, oppressive, gives me a headache; woke up about
2 this morn with a throbbing one.

8 July '83--8:40 a.m. of what promises to be a very hot day. o A
(now 62 il Langs' house, still in morning shade) Pale shine Yy}y“
around the horizon, more silvery than the deeper blue of the

sky overhead: sign of hot weather? ;




After their rain, the mountains had cleared off into light-gray

clarity, but with white pieces of cloud here and there in front of them.

as if it had escaped from the vent of a volcanoe
One sizable cloud looked like something that

The shapes, the colors, everchanging here; yet the fundamental xjmpEx forms

of land so constant., How?
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thunderguts of the sky




John Waldner: the mountains look like wind. (i.e., are a restless gray that
portends windy weather.)

July b & 5 '82: very windy. The Lth was sunny, with gusts; 5th was dour and
sprinkly, with steady hard wind, Emphasize the wind,




sound of rainfall building second by second




wind clouds; you can hear the wind coming over the mountains.
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Gt Falls
rain can be seen falling at the ends of colonnades of trees in Choteau, as you're

in under the trees: can see it ahead of you, you're more alare of it there than

where it comes down just beyond the trees beside you.
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That summer of 3890 was a season the North Fork had never known

beforeo




A chill in the night air even in late June.




early morning sun in treetops




rheuny clouds, seepingeee




B Bally®
ek Saa Pusrarndng
]

(SER

clouds walking the ridgelines, hurried by chilly wind /
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Spring came early, and seemed to mean it.
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leaves' rustle outside a window

~--used in RFair lawyer scene?







