
The river (creek?) ducked past 
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He tried to bring hinself back as he was then. 



TH to Del: 

"How are you at fishing?" 



dam on S* *ork of English Craek 



mountains sawed up through the earth 
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1 CH GOSV&Q ) 
26 June ’83, Dupuyer, 8:20 a.m.—notions about Jick’s dawn ride: 

—briskness of weather: slight breeze made it cold enough before 

dawn to make hands stiff. J wd wear a jacket, maybe gloves (well- 
worn leather work gloves) 

—fat full moon 

—immensely long shadow at daybreak, 60 paces long; with J on horse, 
likely almost 200’; narrows as it does, my shadow like a long pole 
on the prairie. <^and horse wd start from base of horse’s hooves, 
then the wedge-shape of horse’s body, then the length of J: like 
some new creature put together from a giraffe and elephant (main 
parts of each creature) 

—shadows dappling pot-hole dips s. of Peder Grande’s: land full 
of pockets; or pocketsfull of smhdixsi shadow (ladles of shadow?) 

— silence except for wind 

—4-wire fence; horses beginning to graze. 

—wild roses along creek banks? 



2/Jick’s dawn ride 

26 June mom, one lone long EXDXM cloud atop n. end of Walling 
Reef like roll of canvas (?) on a high shelf 

/ 
—the dawn breeze. Jick: "I say breeze. imyiiikxifiMmannyitiMixg In Mont, 
anything that doesn’t try to lift you off your horse is only a 
breeze.” 

—sun comes up, like a glowing coal that has burned thru the 
horizon. 
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for Dupuyer area landscape, review "Facing North" cards in Sky file 
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landscape description: 

Hillerman example, p. Ill of Sacred Clowns 



HH-S-sz 
,r , , ,r T Fort Shaw history—no help) 
Valley Ventures—Etuwe, Jane 

6—"This is indeed a wonderful country. Every post office is a town, every 
town a city, every home is a ranch, every cow yard a corral, every hill a 
mountain, and every man a liar," 
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Montana *9h 

Glasgow: the drive from Glasgow to the dam, that the Senior Care cabulance would take 
*}***+CC Aouu 

view from highway: fields? logical car wreck sites, on curves or hills? 
  1 i. . V iti ./ - _ . 

 ^ jM&JWJL u<±r wrscK siiies, on curves or hills? —s  
r‘(Jv»Ql 

^ on*X1 * ^U| yft'Z/v^ !&**** 

Uttrt/cf fj *i <JldL ^oJtt±*sr*{ (ur*aJfo\ tJbjun^ J5^a /ymaA^ 

* irvi <U*rwKj (AALtoi?) J CL. /jHArf U* /»cf **f ^ '*^be{ 

A <r*A JA*-*j**->f OU-*^OA /«^> • ot^o>On 

/v\ar$ /VJLO^ ^ 4 (^ «L /«r^t ... 4rw-^ - 7 aXarm^A AKflsJL^y 

 the dam (OVER)* 
see next card, abt sheriff & slide & truck sites 



-Tuwl) A— ^ ^ ^ 
—sense of being on the dam before you knew it? • V 

- /wiort^vv. o IAXM~ ^JJL^VUVWV^. Co^JWA, © « $>00^ 

—insure by odometer from W. end of dam to site for "turnout"—3+ mi.? JU*<— Qf\i* 

—details of turnout, lake, weather, in early afternoon (Sept*) 

•higher-water marks on riprap? 

—view to powerhouses from "turnout" 
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their bills 
DARE,227—bibbles to drink as ducks do—ducks bibbling in the water (possible Reindeer) 

<rr\ (p ervt . 
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the blue-eyed sky 



They’re getting it in Valier. (rain) 

4. 

K t J 
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It 'tyraining in a big way. 



"TxX# 
-I^ was weather cook^ the sweat out of you as you 
walked across the yard. 



Tufts of rain are left as the underbelly of the cloud drags 

across the hills. 



sky like blue canvas 



Ours was the only storm in a thousand square miles of Montana right 

then, and it rained as if showing the rest of the sky how. 



cruelest 

The nightly teasing by the weather was one of the parts of 

the drought 



Nothing fancy about the weather today: rain, straight and steady as a muslin 

curtain. 
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Rain booming on the roof. 

—of Rob's house on Breed Butte; or the school section cabin ' 
> 

<n ■ Co An* 3 



Dell Stark, July 18, 1938 

—I wouldn't really care to see any hail just now. 



veils of rain over the ridge tops 



other peopled weather 

—transfixes Montanans during Dep’n? 



Weather 

veils of rain along the horizon 



Weather: 
Y\ 

Gt Falls, 2? June f82 : walking the tree-colonaded streets when funder shcwer 
arrived, a few blocks ahead the passage between tree trunks was hazed with 
rain, as if a screen door were there* 

- A* T? V 



Montana, 5 July ’85: 

We arrived here in Gt. Falls on the 3d, and each day, in late afternoon, it's 

been close to 100 above. The heat when we go out in it can be felt in the eyes 

it makes you want to squint, to save the eyeballs from drying—and on the cheek 

bones, and scariest of all, in the lungs. 

—Day after day, some clouds appearr but bring no rain, not even thunderstorms. 

This constant teasing by the weather is surely one of the worst aspects of the 

drought. 



drought heat (Montana, summer '85): constant surprise how bad things are. ^rops 
so short they're hard to see as actually being above the ground, look more like 
color flat on the ground. 



The feel of the country during a draught. 

The daily disappointment of clouds and never rain (July 1985 evenings at 

Malone's in Bozeman when the entire sky over the Gallatin Valley filled 

with thick grey clouds; fringes came down along the sides of the Valley 

but no moisture. Clouds overhead had wild swirls, as if boiling slowly.) 

The shortness of crops - so low to the ground they looked like colors on the 

ground. 

The country looks faded. 

You could cover a windrow of hay with your hat. 



Spring blizzards* Rainless summers* Nature has a sonofabitch side 

(put this in the final Baloney Expresser monologue?) 



What*s this weather going to do? (cd be common question at RV parks, or use as 
prelude to some weather calamity, such as 
storm breaking off big cottonwood limbs) 
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east of the Cascades—-also true of Rockies?—the clouds become flat-bottomed 



read the weather 



a sunshower (strangeness of rain and sun simultaneously) 



Great Falls had its snowiest win¬ 
ter on record this year, according to 
the National Weather Service. 

A spokesman said 75.6 inches of 
snow fell during the period from 
Nov. 1, 1988, through March 31, 1989, 
surpassing the previous November- 
March record of 70.4 inches in 1958- 
1959. 

This month also was the snowiest 
March on record, with the 24 inches 
measured eclipsing the old mark of 
23.4 inches from March 1982. 

March’s 24 inches brought the 
year’s total, compiled on a July 1- 
June 30 basis, to 90 inches, which 
puts 1988-1989 in third place in the 
annual snowfall race. 

Holding first place is 1966-1967 
with 106.7 inches while 1981-1982 is 
second with 100.3 inches, NWS said. 
The year with the least snowfall 
was 1904-1905 with 17.9 inches. 



/KA-2 V* 

the talcum smell of spring 



clouds—thin, shaped like wingspan of birds (gulls?), deqp-gray 
—a bit feathery; mare’s tail and other high clouds above 



pantaloon clouds, the weather (expansive) to day 



the women freshly scarved (agaiisst the first-of-winter wind?) 

£ 



mountains freshly scarved with snow (have I used this before?) 



the last snowbanks (as seen in Glacier Park on train to Montana,April *88) 
are like old (soiled) bandages. 



Another uneven spring (@ Ft Peck)*.. (*38?) 



bright terrible wink of lightningf 



ink-wash clouds, the xx± kind with rain that does not reach the ground 



Out there in their cocoons of snow, (the ranches/homesteads/farms*.,) 

—used in RRair? 





(chinook) • • • as if the sky had caaght a sadden fever 



00 is less than a tornado but not by much. 



1919 drought 

bringing cattle to railhead, leaving horses on prairie 
(Mary Dawson letter) 

- tyjJL ay\ L/UJSJUICA. \ ¥\ tol^-C 7* 



moon caught in a net of cloud 



details o£ 4*m% Kraft letters ia *ai*«g»w bgnd* 13Lle foldfrr 



Abraham’s tree (DARE, p, 5)--’Cloud form...of long feathers and plumes of cirrus, 
which seem to radiate from single point on horizon. 

—possible use: Rob and Angus at Helena sunrise—sky tree, cloud tree, heaven tree 
XV 



torpid weather (’10 fire season) 



the freight yards of heaven (thunder) 
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v "2- ( 

• ••half the accustomed distance between them and our wagon track was suddenly- 

gone • • • 



lightning, somewhere in Dandlig? 

—-Rob and Angus hole up together duripg their '96 herding summer? 





wind brooming through the fallen leaves 





Semi-wintry 



Jan* '89 weather summary, p* 2, GF Trib Farm & Ranch, Feb. 12 *89 (in file box) 



ux*Jtta/v. rjit 
The Montanans 

We had about two windshields of rain all summer 



showery day (Jick says, at some point during trip) 



Brutal weather, (hot) 

-TKc 

UJ*oJOt\k^ I^U. 



abtDlTT^ 89 Vislt wh9n W8 reminisced 
to 22?*?""“ "tan Davison> "»ntloned that 

! a3ways "orried about the xxaocMx roads, Montana phrase for bad weather while 

* fe”dnded m of Theresa & Fred Bucking- 
rTff arly worried ** Mont. Historical Society 
Cra^8*!0"11’ “ld fron there» of how Dad and * Grandma aia o worried about the rcads—and for 
to that matter, htw I stiU do, where Montana 

iest^”^t ™iaV^ iS involvBd* Plainly it's a 
w r^

Ural generational divide: natives 
in bHsMnl. PfP i °r been P^P19* ^ trouble 
who are athi t*°*' *"00ma:'s such as Lang and Bevis 

Wl Physical risk etc. and aon TJ worry about the roads.w 



GF Trib Mardh U, *89 

HELENA (AP) — A wihfST'Storm that 
dropped more than a foot of snow on parts of 
Montana this week has pushed mountain 
snowpacks to near normal levels for the first 
time in seven years, federal officials say. 

“Things are looking pretty good this year,” 
said Phil Fames, snow-survey supervisor for 
the Soil Conservation Service. “Statewide we 
are between 80 (percent) to 95 percent of our 
average.” 

The cold and snow was good news for 
Montana’s snowpack and moisture outlook, 
which has suffered through several years of 
drought. 

The weather service said Helena and Great 
Falls have exceeded their average annual 
snowfall already, with Helena recording 60 
inches and Great Falls 70.3 inches. The 
respective averages are 47.1 inches and 58 2 
inches. 

Fames said 60 inches of snow has 
accumulated in the mountains north of Lincoln 
and up to 40 inches near Boulder south of 
Helena. 

The Continental Divide near Helena is at its 
yearly average for this time of year, he said. 

best snowp 
Meanwhile, the three-day storm eased out of 

Montana and into the Dakotas Friday, leaving 
behind clear skies and bone-chilling 
temperatures. Low temperatures Friday 
morning were subzero throughout most of the 
state, with the coldest reading at 29 below zero 
in East Glacier Park. 

Snowfall of 1 to 3 inches fell in southern 
Montana overnight, with the heaviest 
accumulations near the Montana-Wyoming 
border. Those amounts were on top of nearly a 
foot of snow Tuesday through Thursday at Red 
Lodge, Billings, Butte and Helena. 

The eastern plains and westcentral Montana 
received several inches to a half-foot, 
forecasters say, while northwest Montana had 
only a trace. 

Forecasters said highs today would reach 20 
in western Montana and the single digits east of 
the Continental Divide. Lows tonight will be 

•below zero in the east and near 10 degrees in 
the west. 

The long-range forecast called for a warming 
trend through the weekend and another storm 
system bringing rain or snow by early next 
week. 



ick in 7 year s 
This week’s storm formed when arctic 

high-pressure systems from Canada combined 
with moist air from the Pacific, said Bruce 
Thoricht of the National Weather Service in 
Billings. 

The avalanche hazard in Montana is 
moderate to high and back-country visitors 
were warned Friday to take precautions over 
the weekend. 

In a statement from the Department of Fish 
Wildlife and Parks, officials said available 
information from the U.S. Forest Service 
prompted the weekend warning. The higher the 
altitude, generally the higher the danger 
officials said. 

People going into the mountains were advised 
not to travel across steep, open hillsides or 
existing avalanche runs. “Safer routes of travel 
are ridge tops, ridge lines, heavily treed slopes 
or open valley bottoms away from avalanche 
run out areas,” the warning said. 

The avalanche advisory was issued in 
southcentral, southwestern and northwestern 
Montana. 

In many areas, heavy new snow has fallen on 
top of sun and wind-crusted old snow, elevating 
the avalanche hazard, officials said 
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farraer/rancher*8 irritation—as expressed by Dora Schwinden—at radio/TV 
weatherpersons who brightly announce rainless weather as good news* 



Greenhouse ± effect! 

Jicks From what I d read, one of the symptoms,,* was more "violent weather* 
ft 

(*89 summer thunderstorms etc*j check Northern lights greenhouse article) 



NYT letter to ed 
ha*ve <Jick mention the greenhouse effect (clip in Ag Crisis box) 



raining in earnest 



heat lightning seen at Arnsts*, about 11 pm, 30 June *8l: 
black anvil cloud in the northwest, pulsations of light winking 
through it; like firebox doors opened and instantly shut. Light 
was pale, closer to white than to yellow. Occasional stabbing 
flash of lightningh bolt. Cloud like some vast engine, emitting 
the flashes of its combustion. 
—-Walls of light appeared, instantly vanished. 



Other times, whole walls of light shot out of the cloud* 



Everything seemed to be torn or tearing—loose cloud patches, white ripping 
seams in the Oceania 



A clear half moon - diminished, as Angus feels 



Heavy rain on the Bago where they're camped some night; Jick lies awake 

listening to the drumming of the rain. 
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• ••(break in clouds) shaped like a knothole. The Dutch boy could have stoppered 

it by sticking his thumb in, but there was brilliant blue beyond, which showed 

that the clouds were shallow* 

- *** ^ ^ ** h°~ 
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from Marcella Walter, when we were at their place un 
N. Fork of the Flathead. Julv *96. JZTI pxace,“P 
phenomenon when sunset changes tint of the 
Rockies out in front of tt/cabin p^XiftW 
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look at Aug. »85> letter to Mark Wyman for descriptions of Montana's 
185 drought. 



6 July ’83, Langs’ house near Clancy— 

90-degree heat, oppressive, gives me a headache; woke up about 
2 this morn with a throbbing one. 

—^ 8 July ’83—8:40 a.m. of what promises to be a very hot day. ^ A 
(now 62 iin Langs ’ house, still in morning shade) Pale shine Jr* 
around the horizon, more silvery than the deeper blue of the r 
sky overhead: sign of hot weather? 



After their rain, the mountains had cleared off into light-gray 

clarity, but with white pieces of cloud here aid there in front of them* 

as if it had escaped from the vent of a volcano© 
One sizable cloud looked like something that 

The shapes, the colors, everchanging here; yet the fundamental xteqaES forms 

of land so constant. How? 



thunderguts of the sky 

JJJUL Ct,. 
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John Waldner; the mountains look like wind, (i.e., are a restless gray that 

portends windy weather.) 

July 1* & 5> '82: very windy. The i*th was sunny, with gusts; £th was dour and 

sprinkly, with steady hard wind. Emphasize the wind. 



sound of rainfall building second by second 



wind clouds; you can hear the wind coming over the mountains 
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Gt Falls 
rain can be seen falling at the ends of colonnades of trees in Choteau, as you're 

in under the trees: can see it ahead of you, you're more atfare of it there than 

where it comes down just beyond the trees beside you. 



That summer of 1$90 was a season the North Forjf had never known 
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A chill in the night air even in late June. 



early morning sun in treetops 



rheumy clouds, seeping* 



clouds walking the ridgelines, hurried by chilly wind 
v 
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Spring came early, and seemed to mean it# 

- C-W 



leaves* rustle outside a window 

—used in RFair lawyer scene? 




