
some filecards abt traveling eastern Montana transferred to ’’Darius in Plentywood” 
category in Bucking ’’scenes" filebax. 
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changed in Ncrv* *89 revise 

as much as I could. "Probably you didn *t hold a gun on him to keep 

him occupied with you." 

She took her eyes from me and looked off at the chalk butte beyond 

the ranger station. "In those days, I didn *t have to.” 
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Jick telling i©ona about Althea: 

We've known each either a lot of years—there wouldn’t beany big surprises* 

But I keep wondering if that is enough# 
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WSJ, Aug. 30, *8^—o. 1, Gen. Custer fan club: use for The ftontanians 

—group against: Muster Out Custer (MOC) 



For my money, 
Custer was a flat-out fool 

Ouu2Xs 



among the centennial celebrations, a rock band plays a song about Custer; 
write a couple of lyrics (along lines of Custer couldn^ cut the mustard?) 

(made custard out of Custer?) 
—set this near the Custer battlefield? 

—show that it’s a ±±xa tribal ceremony, like the Indians might have staged 
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The dead store was crammed. From wall to wall, people were dancing 

cavorting to music from a band of mostly steel guitars. Almost as many 

more people were crowded around the bandstand, keeping time, drinking 

beero I was amazed. The Custer lack-of-admiration society was huge* 

Riley pushed through with Riley behind him and me close after her, 
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Their aim was to scalp Guster a second time* Lift his name from 

tWWrf tdJ • C4_ () 

the the Custer Battlefield and matee-drt the Little Bighorn 

themselves a 
Battlefield* It seemsd to me they had a y—i. point5 Gettysburg, after 

^ V 

til, is not called the Robert E. Lee Battlefield© 



terrain maybe 
Worse country for cavalry could be found, but it would tal© some 

looking* Washboardy country, full of sudden dips and coulees* And 

out there in the bottomland of the IitfclB Bighorn River were the lodges 

of the Sioux and Cheyenne, an entire valley of them* For Custer to 

a band of schoolboys picking a fight wi th 
take on those tribes with his 260 men was like attacking Fort B©ruling * 

the 101st Airborne* 
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changed in Oct., (89 revise 

We pulled in to the Wright ranch out of the November dark, the 

yard light illuminating the tidy buildings, the cow corrals, Morgan's 

mud-spattered Chevy pickup* Out from under the pickup materialized 

a half-grown dog letting out a nightsplitting woof that identified him 

as the> former pup Manslaughter* 

’’I'll go across and tell Morgan and Kathy I'm back in one piece 

you want to come with, come in for a while?*1 1/3ona offered* 
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Crow Reservation Estate’s hot spot 
HELENA (AF)^.,T.we~'fires'Seven miles apart have established Pryor 

on the Crow Indian Reservation, as the place for Montana firefighters to be. 
The trouble is there are few firefighters available for the state’s new hot 

spot. 
The Pryor Gap fire, 12 miles south of the small town of Pryor, grew to 

600 acres Thursday afternoon after being ignited by lightning Wednesday 
Fire information officer Leroy White said 150 firefighters were battling 

the blaze, with 150 more on order. White said, however, he wasn’t sure 
when reinforcements would come. 

The fire is pretty low in the pecking order as far as crews are 
concerned,” White said. “There are fires in Idaho that are still threatening 
towns. That s where the manpower is going.” 6 

White said the area is dry and the fire is still spreading. He said two 
cabins stood in the path of the fire, and fire engines were standing by to 
protect the structures from the approaching flames. 

SeV^,mil?S t0.the east> lightning started another fire Thursday after¬ noon Officials estimated the East Pryor Gap fire had burned 30 to 35 acres 

K7huLS(iay, eveTg- Four aerial inkers dropped retardant on the fire while officials tried to muster firefighters. 
White said the inter-agency dispatch center in Billings was transferring 

100 firefighters from a just-contained 800-acre fire near Ashland. He said 
fire crews would be on the East Pryor Gap fire by Friday 

On the Gallatin National Forest, the Six Mile fire 30 miles south of 
Livingston and one-half mile north of the Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness 
Area grew 135 acres since Wednesday, Forest Service spokesman Dick 

safd- He ^aid rugged mountainous terrain was making it difficult for 
173 firefighters battling the 180-acre fire. - 

.. Ra,t(
1?,r

said 160 more firefighters were needed to helpTconfaio the Six Mile 
fire. We have a pretty good chance for s/ccess if we get the people in^he 
said- <r?-r   
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incident based on Fern Eggers letter, her 3-y®ar-old brother cutting a 
rattlesnake in half with a hoei 

See my snake, mommy* 

00, I don't have ti—• See what? 00, show me* 

My snake* mine* I killded him* 



I changed Leona's Sisters of Peace, in rewrite, to wives of soldiers killed in 

Afghanistan rather than moth a?s, to make it resonate with her past with Alec. 

Keep it that way, or x make it mothers and sey something about them being like 

Gold Star mothers here in WWII—i.e., Beth? 

—link this to Riley having been in Vietnam and survived? 
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Riley and Mariah hit their stride in eastern Montana and no longer need Jickfs 

memory storms to trigger their stories? 

—at Plentywood and Ekalaka, the process reverses: what they choose to write 

about sets off the Bob Marsha ll/politics and letters-Om-hillside storms in Jick 
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Jicks 

said 
more newspaperperson code, (after Mariah and Riley have JQK£K something he finds 

only semi-comprehensible) 

—in ch* 3, Leona can blink at some of this that Jick by now can translate for her* 



not used in scene of Mariah jumping Jick abt bringing Leona along: 

Jick: "if you can make a go of it, you and him, 1*11 be the first one to say 

I was wrong •” 
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o* OJUM1 ^1S Hoc 

CAXA»<u, — cU*, 

This Leona deal needed all the thinking time L could squeeze in. 

So I mulled her, and Mariah and Riley, and for that matter myself and * < 

why I'd ever had the bright idea of inviting Leona alorg on this end of 

the Bago trip, while I sat there waiting for the call of nature to be 

concludedo 
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