
herding the sheep: 

—turn the lead (ewes) back; today they seemed determined to quit the country* 

—the sheep full of run; used the deg to take the run out of them* 

—throw the sheep on a chosen slope; throw them together (bunch them); throw them 
in with another bunch. 

—corraled up 

—sheep settled down; were settling down 

—using the cans; tin dogs; milk cans on circle of wire (check Sky usage) 

—bunch breaker; lambs will follow, like tail on kite 

—working the sheep (in a specific direction); worked them toward water 

—get them lined out 

—the stand of feed (i*e*, good grass for grazing) 



That dog and his boss and her horse seem to mean it, planted there in their 

we-dare-you attitude. 
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staccato (hooves of sheep, on a "running" day) 



while wind and weather fleece them into a color cousin to the (these) hills 
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Sheep, the everlasting damnable fortuitous sheep# 

(Whenever a job was needed, whenever the price of cattle had all but disappeared# 
my folks could land some kind of a sheep job.) 
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A kind of instant crop, sheep are# Put them onto the land and there they thrive, 

as if generations of them had been there.#. 





The sing of wind, (use in herding scene?) 



lio a scene of my mother alone with the band of sheep while Bad and I are in 
Bozeman (I'm getting a haircut, scene with talky barber; Bad and I buy boots 
and hat for my mother). 
—perhaps crosscut this with Ault logbook; in any case, distill a lot into this 
scene. Perhaps end it with her line to Wally about being a combination cowgirl- 
sheepherder now. Then go to Wally's letter, and then the line about her obituary. 



X noble day* 
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Like betrayed pilgrims (the sheep) 



bowed his back and did it* 

bowed up: livestock with backs humped up in winter 
u " : sheep with their heads down on a day when they're "running," 

on bunch-breaking, traveling instead of grazing. 
insisting 



trail zigzagging up the mountain like a carpenter’s rule unfolding 



common days; 

(Wordsworth, ^ic of Qns,p. 576: "the light of common 

Common day in the week of life 
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Crossbills 

Fine flock of crossbills, probably, males quite brightly 
marked with red, females faint yellow at Eorseheaven Bta, 
CdA, noisy, chippering fellows in a big flock. They pick 
gravel quietly in a dense flock on the ground for a few 
minutes, then suddenly take wing in a group with a grand 
whir, a few usually remaining behind. (8/13/30} 
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lead, ch. 5>i alternatives to "supperland" oould be 

—made its waters our pantry of... 



changed in Jan, ’92 revise; 

Where indeed, given our road record of the past months. Leave it 

to my father, though. He flaps a wrinkle out of the newspaper he is 

reading and just as casually encompasses everything from the root years 

of thei-Doig homestead to the Morgan ranch of the moment with: "We*re 

out here on Sixteen Creek*” 



That put crowbard in our spines 
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(i*e«, made us brave) 
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Going to town... 



re-use "the fade of time" in final scene? 



She died in another world (before end of WWII), far from mine of now 



use w/ barber scene? 

You aske me, my boy/what is a travois?/lt’s a caboose/for a papoose•" 



"Don't laugh. It's coming." 



I followed my father around as something like a younger brother—6 going on 35. 



At about half-past sobriety* •• (used in Cascades piece on Wister?) 



furtive terror 



The spell of those early mountain seasons must have stayed 

with them. Why else return to the thin air so soon after my 

mother's worsening asthma? 



insert "(in) that last summer of the war" midway or more in ^h. 5* to match 

"last winter of the war" in tte lead? 



possible ch* £ insert: 

Sitting straight with the world.•• (resonance with how the Rang cabin sits) 
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Ity father put his foot down (all the way to AZ) (abt her health) 



the work-stained ranch 
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