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This up of the bo•stead colll'llunit;r in 
and around the· Tieriie;r Basin, near Sixteen, 
Mon~tana, ·was drawn tor me by S3' aunt, 
Anna Doig Beets, during my research for 
This Home of Sq. Anna was born on our 
.family bmestead-the "Pete Boig ranch• 
in the center-in 1911, so her JB11or;r of 
who homesteaded where reflects the Tierns;y 
Basin settlement pattern from about WWI 
into tm Depression; I believe the Basin 
was uninbabi ted by the early 1940•s, when 
rrr:y u.m:l.e Varick Doig and his tanily, who 
were living in one of the old h0010stead 
houses harding ca ttl.e, pulled out. 

These hanestead fanr111es--"mostly 
Scotch" as a WPA report put 1 t--were 
considerably related or intermarried. The 
Doigs, Campbells am Winters, far instance, 
were linkBd b;r marriages; ani I think the 
Jake Mitchell-John Gruar families similarl;r 
were in-laws J and tb!t Stewart-Keith ra.mb 
families on Faulkner Creek. The Christisons 
I think knew the Doigs in Scotland. 

Anna's nap is approximate, done from 
memoty, bit it can be oriented with the 
USGS 1949 quadrangle map of Maudlmi:J 
Mon tam. by .fiD::iing a A Doig Ranch"·" in 
Section 8, Township 5 N, Range 5 E; 
that 1s the Peter Doig hanestead, acd. 
"Doig ranch" in section 9 is the D.L. 
Doig hanestead. 

In the lower right earner, the first 
tier o.f names--Henry Foster etc.-were 
ranches or homesteads, some still with 
those mnes1 on the back roai into the 
village ot Hin~ from Sixteen. The 
tier below tbat--Jim Stewart etc.-are 
still-extant ranches on Faulkner Creek 
or Battle Creek. 

--Ivan Doig 
4 April 1 9'2 
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Obituaries fr14?;ff- ~~ ;J7 - rrrt; 
RAY DOIG 

Townsend - Ray Doig, 65, 
died in a car crash Jan. 23 on 
Highway 12 north of Townsend. 

He was born on Jan. 16, 1927 
in Townsend· to Walter and Villa 
Leach Doig. He went to school in 
Townsend. Except for three years 
out of state he never left the coun-
ty of Broadwater. \ 

He met and married' Darleen 
J. Tmtinger on October 5~ 1946 in 
Townsend. They had been mar­
ried for 45 years. • 

He was a past member of the 
Rod and Gun Club, Rotary Club, 
United Methodist Church in . 
Townsend, . former member 
Townsend High School Board and 
former county commissioner. He' 
wasm!y~~'&M~ 
Rodeo1ii"'a rair, eam an e 
Development, All School ~eunion, 
Townsend Chamber of Commerce 
and 1989 Montana Centennial Cat­
tle Drive. 

He was a recipient of the Jef­
ferson Award in 1981. He received 
a fitness award from the Jaycees. 
Doig was a city councilman, a city 
foreman with the street depart­
ment and was a volunteer fireman 
with the Townsend Volunteer Fire 
Department. In 1984 he received 
the Broadwater County Apprecia-
tion Service Award. . 

Survivors include wife, Dar­
lee~, of Townsend; two daughte~. 
Donna Harp·er of Warrensburg, 
Missouri and Dorothy Jones of_· 
Centerville, Utah; one son, Ken­
neth Doig of Townsend; one 
brother, David L, Doig of Dutch­
harbor, Alaska; two sisters, Margy 
Tarabochia of Gig Jiarbor, Wash. . 
and Emma Baldi of ·Townsend; 
and five grandchildren. 

Funeral services will be at 2 
p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 28 at Holy 
Cross Catholic Church in 
Townsend. The Rev. Joseph East­
on will officiate the sernces. Inter­
ment will be in Deep Creek Ceme­
tery in Townsend. 

In lieu of flowers, the family ·, 
wishes memorials to. be made to 
either Stream and Like Develop­
ment, Larry Robertson, P.O., Box 
147, Townsend, MT 59644 or The 
Methodist Church furnace fund, 

~ ' ,_ . .. ' 

Mrs. Sperry, P.O. Box 183, 
Townsend,.MT 59644. 

Connors . Funeral Home 
arrange~ the services -·· 





EAfFhe 11!:.ord. is my sheeherd.; 0 
IUI sho.11 not wo.nt . ~ 

He moketh me. to He down in. 
green -eo.stvres: 0file 1eo.deth me 
beside the stilt UJO.t-et'$ . 1s 
He restoreth my $¢Ul time 1eadeth 
me in the -eo.ths of right.eovsness 
for his 1\.6.mes so.'Ke . 'is 
w~ though 0 walk through the volt~ 
of the shad.ow of deo.th, fl wilt feor­
no e.vi1: for thov o.rt uiith me; thy 

. rod and. tlv Staff they comfort. me. 

'ihov £reeat-est e. table hefore me 
in the -eresence of mine enemies: 
thou anoln.test my head with oit: my 
eve ronneth CJVer. ~ 

i ure1y goodness end mercy shall 
follow 1)'\e all the days of my Hfe: 
and 0 wi11 dwell in. the hovse of 
the «1.ord for ever. ~ 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
WALTER RAY DOIG 

Bom 
January 16 . 1927 

Townsend. Montana 
Passed Away 

January 23, 1992 
Townsend. Montana 

.FUneral SeruCces 
2:00 P.M .• Tuesday. January 28, 1992 

Holy Cross Catholic Church 
Townsend, Montana 

O.ffeciant: Rev. Joseph Easton 
Organist: Ann Kirksey 
Sol.olst: Jack Sautter 

Music Selections 
God's Cathedral, Wandrtn Star 

Pallbearers 
Don Lewis 
Bill HlggJns 
Bob Graveley 

Hardy Edmundson 
Bob Masolo 

Bob Davis 

Jim Tew 
Earl Fred 

Honorary Pallbearers 

Interment 

Jim Girdler 
Pete Cartwrigh t 

Deep Creek Cemetery 
Townsend, Montana 

A strvia of Connon Fw11t1al H omt, T 04lllU<lld, Mo1\Ulllll 
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Dear Anna 

Edinburgh 
April 12, '73 

Arrived back in Edinburgh yesterday from the Highlands, and 
found your letter amid our waiting pile of mail. Thanks so much 
for the family inform at ion. le h al lunch in Perth as we drove 
north to the Highlands. Don ' t k.now if we'll make it to Dundee 
or not,• as we have to meet Carol ' s folks in London in a few 
days . Anyway, it's nice to have that much infonnation about the 
Doigs, and I appreciate your writing. 

le had a good jaunt through the Highlands, despite spring 
weather much like Montana' s . Lots of cold squalls, a.nd snow on 
higher ground. le went from Edinburgh to Inverness, then northwest 
to the fishing town of Ullapool. Weather reports of snow to the 
north turned us south, and we wande Nd out to the Isle of Skye . 
Spent three terrific days there . Skye bad a fine variety of scenery , 
from whitewashed farmhouses to mountains which looked very imposing 
with a fresh layer ot snow. Met a lot of interesting people on 
our trave:J.s. In tact, at the Culloden battle site we met an old 
Scotsman who told us Doig is a Dundee name, and your letter confirms 
be knew what he was talking about . 

Sorry to hear about Elsie's heal th pr.oblems , as I know she 
has always been so vigorous . Glad to hear she has more books 
underway, as I enjoyed her first one . You wondered about the title 
of ours. It's called News: kConsumer's Guide, and sells mostly 
for use as a journalism textbook. I can't exactly recommend it 
tor light reading, I ' m afraid, but it was fun to do it. 

le have the next few days to spend in Fdinburgh, and even 
though the weather continues overcast and chilly, we like the city 
tremendously. Even though we spent about a week here before driving 
north, there's still plenty to see and do. 

So, our sabbatical trip is coming to a.n end, and we 'll be back 
in the US within a month . It has been a grand experience . Thanks 
tor the invitation to visit; our route isn ' t set yet, and we'll 
let you know if we do get to your area. So long for now; all our 
best to you and the family. 



15004 Lirrien Ave. N. 
Seattle, Wam . 98133 
December 8, 197) 

Dear Ama 

Christmas has really come with a rush t hi s year . It seems Carol and I 
arrived hmm a.rrl ~ad the house into order only a few weeks ago , tfhen act:ially 
it "'as several months a.go. I ta1.nk .. rh&n I last wrot e you. we st.i. ll were so:1W.Nhere 
in tie Unit9d Kinec!OM. To catch you up quickly on our <bi.Dgs since thens Carol ' s 
~rents jo:.md •ts in late April arid early May tor two weeks in Brita!.n and ooo in 
The ,.Tethe.rland3 . ,·1e all cazre back to the U .s . tog ether, then Carol aid I l-eaded 
back to Seat tle , so t hat I could get started on a oook I was under cont.raot to 
write. I sprnt t he S-.lnrr.er on that. It will be -a social studies text; I wrote 
one :.ectton of it and e:iitcd tie artic :!ss for the reftt of' it, 1;nd it ' ll be published 
ao ti Jll8 late ir. 1°7h • Carol <?gtln t:?ught Ht Shoreline Cornuni ty College this 
fall . I ' ve been uritir~ - - mostly on yet an')thar hook J.cea; I did only one 
1'tB ·a~ine artic le this !ttll1 on the w~rld •s fair •·rhich Spo~sna S ~ ';~ir.g to hold 
next SUll'lr.er . Na.r we ' re &\rai.ti!lf the 9.rrlval of Ca.-ol ' s parents in a few days . 
Tmy' ll be Mra for about ten days , tb?n Carol ani I will ny to Y.on t:.ana t'.> spend 
Chr.:btmas with m.y grandnvt her . So it ' ll De a busy holiday seanon . 

Amo~ th! writing i deas ! •ve he.d recently i s the notion that perhaps I '1ould 
t ry writ e something about t he Doie family back there in the Basin. I r.e:ver have 
written mteh abo~ ~!or.tans. . About the only article wi.ch co~s to ?Tdm is the 
enclos ed Oll9 I wrote a tew years &{'o, and it rea.lly is about the northern area of 
Montana where we l ived when I was in high school. I c.sn never remember who I •ve 
sent copies of. articles too, so please excuse 11' you •ve seen this one before . 
Anywcy, I uo uld li~ to rather some iLf orrrati '>n to see what rrd.g ht be done with 
it , an1 as was ttle c ase w1 th the family r oots in Scotland there are a lot of 
thi1,gs Dnd s~ iply nawr passed along to r.e . I.f you have tims to jot answers 
to tooss few ques~ om , 1 t muld tra'J'ide a lot of mlp to nte : 

- no you knc:w bc:w am when your father an d mother came to this country, 
and whether t my m: t and T£1Tied here er in Scotland? 

- :)id one or both of than homestead the Dcib ranch in the Basin? 
--I knew your .fat iier W"-S a youf€ nm whoo ha died in 1910; can you tell 

me \..~at he died cL, to d"ie so you.~ ? 
- - I •111 too youq; to rei:etabeir that wartime trip to Ari§ona, though you lilcely 

have eternal me:nories of m t hen as a bratty kid . Did you a.r..d Joe and rny folks 
drive do·<m tna-e and back togetter, and if so, when? Where did we all live? 
I seen to rereri>ar Dad ard Joc worked in a war plant : I wond.r 1'."ha t t he na~ ~ 
the plant was , am where i t was? 

Well, that ' s a (;rcat plenty to be a.skir.g ~rou. I have sol"llB hopes that ir.aybe 
I can visit with C"....it'fard Shearer in ,.,r..:.te Sulplitr this C'iristr:cP <:tld ask h:i.M 
about grcwi~ up down :.n the Sixteen country/. By the way, did anyone ever tell 
you there was ci. historl- of Meaeher County published a few years a&o? It ' ~ not 
too good , and is fa1I·ly spar se about Sixteen, bc.t there is a picture of the Sixteen 
baseball teaiol of ab out 1 917 which ir.cludes Dad . I don ' t know nhether you 'd have 
any intere~t :.n the lx> ok, ooca:ise I mou you •ve been away fro-, 1".ontana. a lo~ t1rne, 
<1t' even if any copies stl.ll are in print, but if you ~ver do have any interest, I 
could ruiva somsbody in Whit e Sulphur see about getti14 you one. 

Onward to Ill<Jf'e Christnas cards . Pl.eave give our regards to Joe and t he 
kids. 



March 4, ' 76 

Dear Anna 

A very quick le t ter of thanks -- the roll of materials you sent 
came in the nail yesterday. I'm delighted to have Dad's scho':>l diplone. . 
I '11 frame it arrl put it up or. a display wall here in my office . 

I have most of the pictures you sent, but didn ' t have the full 
identifications you wrote on the back, so that was very h3lpful. I ' ll 
check through my albums and rave copies made of the photos I lack. 
Will also 11Bke copies of the few I nentioned to you, and send trem 
alo~ . 

Had a nice letter from Elsie, quite helpful. 

I 
Ard ttBnks for the invitation to visit you al 1 . Can t do it any 

time so on because of bus ines s , but I 111 l<a ep i t in mind • I hadn ' t 
r ealized you ' re so handy to Limo l n arrl its airport . 

All for now -- will write at more length when I send you copies 
o:f pie ture s . Thanks h~ ely for sending a 11 you have . 

best 



Dear Anna 

17021 10th Ave. Nd 
Seattle, Wash. 98177 
January 7, 1976 

If I don ' t put the last of my Christmas cards in the TTBil, they're 
pretty soon going to be Easter cards. Carol and I are just back from a 
three-week trip to California where we spent the holidays with her folks, 
and with all the traveliqs arrl holidaying , not much else got done. 

I've been ttnkering a bit with rrry writing about my dad and the Do~ 
family recently -- it goes at a snail ' s pace because I can only do it 
between other writing Jrojects -- and have come up against some questions 
you might have the answers for . For example: I sent off to the Nattonal 
Archives to get copies of the pp:mmm:r i:aperwork for the homestead claim 
your father took up back there in the Basin. That claim was for 160 acres 
accordi.~ to a handJTB.de map in the piperwvrk , a quarter section just a little 
north of the southwest fork of Siring Creek. Do you knc:M if that was all 
the larger the ranch ever was? Someone, DBybe Clifford Shearer, had tolrl 
me he thought i t was 320 acres or so. 

Also, some of the paperwork says that your father arrived in this 
country from Scotland about April 1, 1993, when he would have been 19 years 
old . Do you kn GI what he w rked at in Scotland before co mi~ here? And 
did you ever hear why he and the other Doi.gs left Scotland? That is , what 
made them leave an area they had lived in for generattom and head for the 
hills of Montana, I wonder? 

~n I tal~d with Walt Doig during a trip to Montana a year or so 
ago, he mentiored trat he could remember Margaret Doig, the aunt who was 
a missiorary or teacher in India. . Do you know anything at all about her 
just what kind of work she did in India , where s~ was tn that country , an1 
about when she died? Walt seemed to re~mber that she'd made a couple of 
trips to visit in Montana, and that s m wore wooden shoes and long black 
dresses -- does any of that ring a bell with yoo.? 

I think Ed told me that your father an:l mot her were working on a 
ranch when they got married -- do you knGI if that's right, md what ranch 
it was? Am I rig ht that your mot her war ked on ram hes - - as a cook, I 
suppose? -- for a few years before they were married? 

That ' s more than enough questtons for the moment . I hope all is well 
•"1th you and al. l the family. We ' re prospering . Heard from Blanche this 
Christrrtas, but not Ed; I think I owe him a line , and besides, I ' m told 
he's a newly-wed . All the best . 

~ 



.. 
April 16, 1976 

Dear Anna s 

I'm finally getting around to sending back the pictures you sent , 
and to provide you wit h copies of a couple I have . I T:ondered 
about the ~ne at Moss Agate s were you there that day? In fact , 
did you take the picture. since you seem to be the only one not 
in it? Do you have any idea what the occasion was, and why Dad 
and Angus were in those outfits? 

I don ' t remember if I told you how pleased I am to have the school 
certificate you sent . I will have a frame m~de , and put it up on 
my office wall . The one thing you have mentioned which never has 
arrived is the picture of your father . I would verrJ much like to 
have that , because no one else in the family seems to have one . 
Can you find out what it would cost to have a copy made, so I 
could send you the money to do so? 

I am continuing to peck away at the book as time allows . There 
i s s t ill a very long way t o go . Sometime this spring I' ll take 
some time and carei'ully go through everything you have sent me 
so far , and then maybe I will have some more questions for you . 
It may be , too, that I can manage a trip sometime to see you and 
maybe Claude. The summer already is filling up with jobs, however , 
I will simpl y have to wait and see what I can arrange. 

I think I promised you a copy of the enclosed magazine eome time 
ago. The picture of me with the fish story isn't the greatest , 
but it is the most recent. 

Best regards, 



• 

17021 10th Ave . NW 
Seattle, Wash . 98177 
January 20, 1976 

At any r-ite, ! 111 simply arcunulate what I can, am see what oo~s of it . 
You mm ti oned the various co usirr/ s . Carol arrl I tn.d a .1l ne evening with Jay and 
Gordon and their wives the last time we were in Montana, new more than a year ago. 
We intern to keep in touch with trem. Gordon is very impressive , snart in much 
too way Angus was, apparently widely liked arrl respected. Jay is much quieter, 
more urrler the wr face -- reminds me a bit of Red . SpeakifE of Red, I hear from 
Blanc~ every Christmas , and she sore hew goes rig ht alo~ through life, sorre how 
averco:riing her health and pace of work . She said she intends to visit her son 
M3rvin in rast Berlin. Carol an::i I saw Marvin during our honeymoon in Washington, 
D.C. , almost eleven year s ago; you likely know that he ' s long been in various 
posts Ol/erseas with a govern1""8nt agency . The otl'B r :oomber of the .fBlllily I ' m in 
touch with is one you JTBy or may not kncu -- W.qlt Doig 's daughter Dnma , who now 
is married to Wally Ri nger (excuse me if I ' m telli~ you a lot you already know) . 
Emrm. is a super per son, and we' re very happy for her and Wally. 

I ' d li'\Q:! vr!ry rruch to have a copy of your parents ' wedding pie ture, il' 
you would be wi llir:g to have Ol'):) nade at a local photographer • s and send rne the 
bill. I might have a few photos you would want a copy of, al though you imy already 
have them. I have the photo albwY5 which bel.orged to rny motoor, dad , ald Grandma 
Ri~er, and offhand I can think of at least two interestil'f; pictures. One shews 
several of you Doig kids ~taroi ~ on a big woodpile -- A~ us , Dad , I think Red, 
Cllude, and you. You and Claude look to be not quite teenagers . Another pictur e 
I have, a really reTTBrkable piece of luck, was taken at Moss Agate , arrl shows all 
of my mother ' s family arxl all of the Doig brotl'ers except Ed . So if yoo ' d like 
either of these , I ' ll be glad to have a ~ copy mde . 
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