
• Some of the trustees of St Christopher's Chapel (from left), Mr Ron Gough 
Mr Jack Fleming and M~eaney inspected the grounds yesterday. ' 

. Friday. August 18. 1989 -

Building erected 
by US Army men 

The preseivation and upkeep of St Christopher's 
Chapel, built by American troops in 1943 in the 
Nerimbera district. has been taken over by Livingstone 
Shire Council. 

The only original and active member of the St 
Christopher's Chapel Committee, Mr Jack Fleming, 
and trustees Mr Ron Gough, Mr Kev Geaney and Mr 
Ian Power, are placing their recommendations for the 
management and improvement of the chapel and its 
grounds with the council. 

Last year the committee re-roofed the chapel. 
The trusteeship was set up in 1957 when the St 

Christopher's Chapel Committee was formed, 
comprising half Australian and American 
committeemen. 

This week, council officers and representatives met 
Mr Fleming, Mr Gough and Mr Geaney at the chapel to 
inspect the building.s, grounds and amenities. 

Proposals for caretaking and upgrading the building.s 
and grounds will be the subject of discussion between 
the trustees and the council's recreation, parks and 
sports advisory committee. 

The chapel has become a popular venue for wedding.s 
with 25 ceremonies performed there in 1988 and 34 in 
1987. Its historic significance and interest to tourists has 
grown over the years. 

The only funeral held at the chapel was for one or the 
original committee members, Mr Roy King, about 10 
years ago. Two trees planted in front of the building 
bear his name. 

Mr Fleming, 73, said the chapel was built by 800 men 
of the US Anny's 542nd Engineers in 1943. The stones 
for the stone-pitched walls came from Naokin Ck. It 
took about four months to build. 

St Christopher's Chapel was virtually neglected from 
1945 to 1956 until the chapel committee was formed in 
1957. 

Bridal and Suit Hire. 
Sole Agent for 

* Dress Circle * Sparling 
Anne Marie & Mr John. 

11DENIM AFFAIR'' 
Rockhampron Shopping Fair Phone 289704 





~_..-:' . . 
~ ~~'/JLC0-v ~ B~ ~-' ~wl 
~ ~ti,d, so &ri ~°ii b+; Jlw~ 

. ~ D<1L 8 JC_~ Cl.tJ ~ d0ff1·~ 

.. j/t10 ~a-MvJ vi -~~ k ~ ~ 
--I~, c') ~ .d:, _uXft .6b /u~ 

-kl;- l/YI/ a,~~~ 
~ c9~ hux_a_~~ 

1:-0 ~( fa 9 /0 ~-~ ~?Ux.tr· 

d8r l.J-r,,if_ .4f:iM 'R ,tk 

~~-



;;;~ 9--'Jr~ ', 
fr~~Plv~~~ 

g.. J~ TO~P-vf.. J~ I-~ 1( 

~~y - ~ ;&.r~..:%~~.J 

:?~ r~. 
/->~er~~~ 
~~~~~l-4 

'-*~ r H ar~ ~µ 

fh,,,_ ~~ ~ ~ lf!~ br~ ~ 

CP~. L~~~· 

(,,J ~ P<7V ~) fo4 r~ ~~-­
-Fr·,~~,~~~~ 

d~ ~~d'/ ap ~ ~ ~ ~Pv~ 

tP- ~' , 
'-I 

--~~~ 

P~~ a~ 



AGTUAll~ lT~ 1fif 
Af;DMA Of bRfll-ED 
UuTTct-.J \HAT is 
1<:\L~1rv 1 ME'" 



J 
? 

Pl~9!!~~!p'l.1stgt1JP1 
11u~r1: Mccu11ough 
By RICHARD SHEARS r-: "The idea for the plot 

. came to me because I 
Colleen McCul- knew yet another woman 

lough, Au1tralia'1 in- who decided to go for a 
ternalional queen of man on the basis that she 
the historical and ro- was dying, when all along 
mantic novel, ii ready ~he was quite all right. 
for battle lo defend her "This particular per-
ideu in court H Mees-- son, who shall remain 
NIY· nameless, made up this 

McCullough, accused story and worked on the 
of plagiarising the work poor fel!ow. playing on 
of a Canadian author for his emotions. 
her next blockbuster "I thought it would 
about the last 100 years make a wonderful plot for 
of the Roman republic, a book I wanted to work 
says that, no matter what COLLEEN McCULLOUGH • •• "I don't need ro on for light relief while I 
mud her critics may try to troop fO that." was writing the far more 
throw at her, she has a heard were around in make-up of families, the serious work A Creed for 
clear conscience. Australia, too.just before way the towns had a lead- the Third Millenium." 

"Yes, of course it the first world war, the ing family, were the same "There was certainly 
would hurt me if anyone period in which my book in Aus l r a Ii a and no stealing on my part. I 
decided to take legal ac- is set." Canada." am too proud of my work 
tion," she said at her The basic plot in each and my ideas to resort to 
Norfolk Island retreat. Ms McCullough said book involves a spinster that. 

"Some people may not this explained why she _ the one in Montgom- .. I think that Lu cy 
like my books. That's and Montgomery used ery's book being told she Montgomery. who comes 
their right to judge. But such phrases as "oddly has a year to live, the through in her writings as 

h Id Smart" and "keep all no ones ou accuse me other in Colleen's work a really nice person, 
of plagiarism because I their goods in the shop deciding to pretend she wouldn't be upset at all 
don't need to stoop to window". has only a year. by my book. Wherever 
that." " If people find similar- In each case, both plain she is, she is probably 

The allegations, by a ities it's beca use life in women succeed in snar- turning about in circles 
Canadian magazinewrit- th e small towns, t he ingaman. withindignationforme." 
er, that she bad plagi- -----------------------
arised the work of the late 
Lucy Maude Montgom-
ery stunned McCullough. 

" I don't have to steal 
someone else's work," she 
said. " I have too many 
good ideas of my own." 

She agreed there we~e 
simi larities, but sa id 
there were two simple ex­
planations. 

She had read Mont­
gomery's work avidly as a 
child - in fact she used 
to read an astonishing 40 
novels a week - and she 
concedes it is possible 
that her subconscious 
recorded certain phrases 
and events. 

But more likely the 
similarities between her 
work. The Ladies of Mis­
salonghi and Montgom­
ery's The Blue Ca~t~e w~s 
that both were writing tn 
a cerLain genre - " We 
were writing in period. I 
based my book on my ex­
periences and those of my 
mother and Montgomery 
obviously based hers on 
her own experiences. 

" We both experienced 
poverty and the way ~f 
life as she wrote about 1t 
was similar to the way of 
life I had experienced. 

"Sayings that she had 
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HERYL McCorry 
buried a nine-year­
old boy two years 
ago. She dug the 
grave, put the body 

in and delivered a sincere, but 
unconventional eulogy. 

It was the eighth time she had 
presided over a burial - just one 
of her duties then as manager of 
Lou isa Downs station in the 
Kimberleys of Western Australia. 

The dead Aboriginal child had 
been pinned under a stolen bull 
buggy. What followed gives an in­
sight into an amazing woman who 
has endured more than most, yet 
remains strong and sensitive. 

Mrs McCorry remembers the 
day well. It was scorching, the 
temperature had soared to around 
40 degrees. A four-wheel-drive 
had been stolen from the cattle sta­
tion. Two Aboriginal children had 
taken off across the wasteland . 
Mrs McCorry had to find the chil­
dren and retrieve the vehicle. 

The memory of her own five­
year-old son, who bad been killed 
that year in a freak accident, also 
in a four-wheel-drive, made the 
task all the more traumatic. 

" I knew one was dead even be­
fore I left home," Mrs McCorry 
says. "It was just a feeling I had, so 
J grabbed some sheets. Then off I 
went. I had a few elders in the back 
and they were wailing. I came to 
this creek that I couldn't drive 
through, so I got out and started to 
run. I had to run a couple of kilo­
metres in the shimmering heat. I 
kept thinking I could see a vehicle. 
I was totally exhausted, but I kept 
running." Report: JANINE COHEN 

Pictures: BARRY BAKER 

Sheryl Mccorry, 38 ... designer clothes and Ital/an turnluture 
not enough to keep her happy: "I couldn't llte In a city." 

WHEN she found the bull 
buggy the boy, Jeffrey, 
was dead, his body 

crushed under the vehicle's 
weight. The other boy who had 
been driving was in shock. 

Mrs McCorry remembers vivid­
ly trying to move the four-wheel­
drive off the twisted corpse. 

Although exhausted, she was 
adamant she wasn't going to leave 
Jeffrey there in the scorching mid­
afternoon sun. Almost single­
handed she had to lift the vehicle 
off the child. She then took the 
body and the injured boy back to 
the station where 200 mourning 
Aborigines were waiting for them. 

Mrs McCorry had to hide the 
child who had driven the vehicle 
from the community which wanted 
revenge. 

Special permission had been giv­
en to bury Aboriginal people on 
the Louisa Downs station, so, after 
an autopsy, Jeffrey's body was re­
turned home. "That was eight I 
had buried, but that last one was 
too much for me," Mrs McCorry 
says. 

"The part that really killed me 
was when you would stand at the 
grave. The Aboriginal people 
would stand up and say how good I 
was to them and how they felt sor­
ry for me because we had lost our 
boy. You finish crying over what 
you are doing for them, and the 
next thing you arc in floods of tears 
for yourself." 

Mrs McCorry now runs two sta­
tions in tandem, the 400,000-hec­
ta re Kimberley Downs and its 

neighbor, Napier Downs, an 
hour's drive north of Derby. 

She is 38, a softly spoken, viva­
cious woman. Station life hasn't 
hardened her; it has only made her 
more resilient. Her waist-length 
blonde hair is often pinned up. She 
wears diamond-studded earrings 
and rings even when mustering. 
She has that country twang to her 
voice and an infectious laugh. She 
detests socialising and prefers the 
company of men. Her idea of a 
good time is hard work. 

The woman who does not shud­
der at chasing and tying up a bull 
is terrified of cities, especially such 
mod-cons as lifts and " those mov­
ing stairs, what d'ya call 'em?" 

She says: " f couldn't live in a 
city. I couldn't live like that with 
someone next door having a blue, 

IN Queensland, about 20 women are in charge of 
station properties. Mrs Lorraine Nagel, of 
Charlotte Place, Cunnamulla, has run a 

28,328-hectare property with 12,000 sheep and 
ca ltle since her husband died 14 years ago. 

"I don't believe in hiring women managers even 
though they have the capabilities, if not the physical 
strength," she said."lf you employ a married woman 
manager, what do you do with her husband? If you 
employ a single woman, she could meet someone and 
in six months leave to get married. Anyway, a wom­
an would have to be crazy to want the job, unless of 
course it's in the blood - as with me." 

Mrs Nagel, who for the past three years has had 
her son helping her, said: "Your heart breaks when 
the droughts are bad and your stock suffers - but 
it's a way of life and my roots are deep." 

Mrs " Buddie" Wagstaff, ofThornleigh, Blackall, 
managed her 40,469 hectare property with 20,000 
sheep for many years by herself. Her husband died 
in I 969. Six years ago, crippled with arthritis, she 
hired a man as station manager. 

Miss Kerry Phillips, 19, graduated recently from 
the Longreach Pastoral College as a third-year jil­
laroo specialising in animal production. She works 
on the Mulgrave property at Blackall. While the 
owners are away, she manages the 18,211 hectare 
station with 12,000 sheep, 300 cattle and a quar­
terhorse stud with 20 mares and two stallions. 

or with the neighbor's dog barking 
its head off." 

Two years ago, Mrs McCorry 
resigned as manager of Louisa 
Downs. It was the afternoon the 
Aboriginal child was killed: " I 
dropped the lot then. I had had it. I 
couldn't bury any more people." 

Mrs McCorry, her husband, 
Bob, a contract musterer, and their 
three children moved to Broome 
where they had a log house on 
eight hectares. It was the first time 
in almost 20 years that Mrs 
McCorry had not worked on one of 
her beloved cattle stations. 

IT wasn't long before she be­
came bored. The designer 
clothes in her wardrobe and 

the house full of imported Italian 
furniture were not enough to 
keep her happy. 

A year later Mrs McCorry was 
out at Kimberley Downs. There is 
no Aboriginal community on this 
station. For many years a commu­
nity followed Mrs McCorry from 
station to station because they saw 
her and her husband as their mind­
ers. "They said we had the best-fed 
Aborigines in the Kimberley," she 
quips. Today they still refer to the 
woman as "yummin," which is a 
term of respect. 

Sheryl supervises work on the 
cattle property ... as capably 
as any man, Hys her husband: 
" If the blokes play up, she 

straightens them out." 

"I was reared around the Abo­
rigi na I people," Mrs McCorry 
says, "but I don't believe that I will 
ever get to know them." 

Mrs McCorry was born in 
Darwin, but raised in Arnhem 
Land, where her family were the 
only white people. Until the age of 
18 when she left Arnhem Land, 
Mrs McCorry did not see televi­
sion or use a telephone. 

Later her family moved to 
Broome where she met an Ameri­
can who she says railroaded her 
into marriage. "He told me if I 
didn't marry him he was going to 
pick me up and take me anyway, 
and stupid me believed it," she says. 
" I was scared, quite frankly." They 
soon divorced. 
· Then she met Bob, 20 years her 
senior. 

"I put my foot out and tripped 
him, and that was it," Mrs McCor­
ry says as if she was referring to a 
young steer. And so began two love 
affairs, one with the cattle station 
manager and the other with his 
way of life. 

TH ESE days Bob works as a 
cattle musterer and is away 
for six months at a time. "I 

made up my mind years and 
years ago that I had to learn ev­
erything I possibly could about 
stations because one day I may 
have to do it myself," Mrs 
McCorry says. 

She now finds herself in charge 
of about a dozen men who live on 
the station. She eats with them and 
works alongside them fixing fenc­
es, chasing bulls and checking 
water bores. 

Mrs McCorry is an approach­
able boss, but there are rules like 
"no swearing". She says: "J tell 
them if there is going to be any bad 
language it is going to be mine, but 
I don't think it is necessary." 

Bob says his wife is as capable as 
any man: "She is fair with the 
workers, but she is pretty bloody 
hard-headed when she's got to be. 
Jf the blokes play up, she straight­
ens them out." 

One of the most terrifying inci­
dents was when multiple killer Jo­
seph Schwab was on the rampage 
in the area. Bob was away muster­
ing and mysteriously one night 
someone padlocked the entrance to 
Kimberley Downs. The tension got 
too much so Mrs McCorry packed 
up the four-wheel-drive and her 
three children, Leisha, 10, Christy, 
8 (her foster child), and Robert, 2, 
and went bush. 

"I could sleep out there, but I 
couldn't sleep here," she says, 
glancing at the homestead. "I 
know the bush. I felt safe there." 
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Dear Ivan and Ca1ol. 
Well lty- gee by gull I'd best get busy and let you know 

tha1t "Dancing at the Blisca1. Fair" arrived safe and i n 
good stead. r •m well into it already. Thanks very much. 
You made my week. Enjoyed the ~coaa News T'ribune wti.te­
up by Me'1-yman. She did' you Royal as they say. r even 
leanied something from it I'd no-i imown before. That 
was your Dac:tte middle initial a'ti.ands for Campbell. I 
kn•w ofbourse it wae C.O.Doig but. never- knew what- the 
2nd c. stood :for. Bi.i brothers and f'riends used to CFll 
bi.a "'Chick" ana "'Chuck"',as I remember. rt certainly was 
an in deyth in"t&rview. Judging by the large· picture you 
seeIDI to be in good nick and sporting a. nice bushy bear<ic. 
I've ~at- to grow one. ~oo hot here to put up with samtt. 

That is t he best thing about Xlnas now: he~ring from 
relatives and friends over that side. Ha~ a tape from 

Ma rj. and severai let-ters and cards f'r~m other f'riendS 
Morris Glenn aaong others. That reminds me his address 
is Marris o. Glenn,315 w. Clark~ Livingsione 59047. 

Don't: mind a'b'out dragging me down memory lane.I do 
no·.t mind at all ~fn f a ct rather like it. Ed'ith Brekke 
I remember wellindeed having gone to H'igh School with 
bir. 1!£acJ a letter and ca.rd from her bro 0l.a.f • .Amasing 
how ~11 and l a:rge Ola• grn. Some where along the * 
line he musit have "taken an a:ver dose- of steroids. 
That guy y0U met in But.te who, spoke of .fetching mail 
to yoT1111 G~andmother was pr-obably an ex-Sixteen res- J 
ident. Marvellous about the one in Salem that knew tae 
Badget-ts. Kadi you met him in Te-xas it would have see• 
ed more logical. aa that i.s where Wal 1 came from. Yes 
theyi were in Ringling when I was growing up there. 
Knew ~hem well, as 1ou say1 fine people. As to this 
bloke· Jim Waning no bells s·tart&l 'lo ring in the old 
grey mat-ter. Must have been just after or just be­
for& I was lll0rn. M7 lst recollections come into being­
a t Yoss Agate , though I was born Between Goa't Mt . and 
~he Cra~y Mts . (follows eh?) I can see where Mom wou 
ld have made an impression on him. A t that t±me she 
would have heen a really good sort. She ' d also hav e 
been very much a greenhornt and coming from Wisc. eas 
i ] y- sti.rred up by happe-nings in the "bush" .Re the? bit 
about my-" ald man" and the fiddiling(m·sp), I guar­
antee 1.hat t'o lre :folklore. 01f hie many t alents, pla­
p.ng fiddle was no"t one. Speaking of talents he ·h c-d, 
come to think of it, a• a yount~many and varied. 

-~ 



He toured with a baseball team thru the mid eta~ 
es tha~ is Wisc .IowalMich,Miml. , and etc while in 
his late teens. Mus cally h•d a fine tenor voice 
and sang in the so called barber shep1 quertett-es 
anct ffen traveled as an en"ler1tainer on the river 
boats on the Missisippi.Played a fine mouth organ 
till h~ lost his teei;h and otco\ll'se, yodeled. 
As well be played the " bones",black gadgets, 2 in 
each hand! 1hiaii sounded much like castinets. A fine 
ballroom dancer doing one-steps,t:wo-step, the Walt 
see and etc. Calling aquare dancing was Ids speci­
all ty. When I was around 8 or 9 be was very much 
in demand where ever the dances were. We seemed to 

~ alwa.J'B go in those c!ays . Wiren I was around 8-9 be ~ 
was much in demand at Hingling(Mike Ryan's Hall), ~ ~ 
Moss Agate Schoolr (heaps of people came from w.s .~ , 
s.s.) Tbey'cl take the i'urn of:f a-t cotton-wood ere- ~ 
ek read so it: was11•t all ~hat far. Also at dancea ~ \J 
at Calkins and Wall Mt. School. Whatever musicians , ~ _, 
were playing would al ways "turn up with ro me bones ~ ~ 
a nd ha' dl siit and play wi tb them, 2 in each handl. .... _\ p ~ 
They aade a so~d like a castinet./l.fe never had ~-
any O·f his own.'!hey were black things that looked' 
like black rib bones. Re bis work skills he was 
a tea.ms~er thru Idaho, Mont . and the Dflkotas.long 
before he married Mom.. Alllong oth&rs he drove for 
We12s Fargo. _dt one time while still in Wisc. he 
was a )a.inter. I'd guess he'd served an appeentic e 
sbip a~ i~ was in the days when they got the lin­
seed O·il, tire pigemen-ts, and e-tc and mixed their 
own.Soaewhere along the line he got poisoned with 
Turps and had to gi.Ye it away. He wss real aller~ 
ic to "ttj.rps·, came out in a rash and things. He ., ... 
rked many years in logging csmjs in Wisc . and Mich. 
Sha rpened and set all his saws, and that's not 
easy. He knew abit about farming and cows (noth­
ing about sheep) and everything about horses es­
pecially draft horses. Good harness fixer an~ 
self made black smith. No problems shoeing .we.. 
He was hopelesa with au1omobilea the Model i' Ford 
being the only one he could liveJwith. In later ~ 
years he: became like we all mvirt, worn out and 
o.bsolete. Like. l!So many of the others the depre­
~sion o~ the 30's really got to him. I never got 
on real well ydth hill . I think ~ecause I was 

' 
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trigh"tened of bti.a, though he never belted me . Bud 
was his .Covorite son f or sure. Don't know wh7 I'm 
tel ling you all -this. Probably already knew 1 t 
anpay. 

It's gy eat to s ee a l l tlios e Mont . places ment~n 
ec1 in ,.-our book. :t.rooaed wiith Rill Barnes :from Cra 
ig, a t M .s . c. in 'Boseman. Ir aurally- he was taking 
a.gri eulLtinre , coming from «raig. We joined the Btl. 
Guard while at M.s.c. 1'1t'o nites a week we train-
ed and were paid for same. 'lhe extra dough came in 
rea 1 handy. We went to go back the next year and 
in&>tead we were mobilised so ended up at Ft. Lewie. 
All this certainly changed our lives around. Bill 
later became a P~8 pi lot and our paths crossed 
again in New Guinea , -though! never got to see him. 
lriehart, tha"t' s where Marj . and t'amily came to 
Ring.Ling hour. Her t'ather (!'om Haig) "taught there 
and came to B:lngling as our High SclAol Principall. 
Had a major in English and also taught Latin, and 
Spanish. 'lour Mother learned Letin .t'rOll hllr. 
He.Jlena is o:tcour~ an old stamping ground too. Wh­
en I wo~ked t'or ale at !'ownsend we oft.en wentt 
over th ere on weekends • Down in the orther end of 
Mont . J tba't is Miles City and Glendive, I did my 
menior year at ~err, which is hal:t way between the 
two .. 

Jou are no"t wrong about the trip you and Carol ,£ 
are contemplating as there•s no place like Mont. il 
the Spring and Summer. Also the roads have impr­
oved so mjch it"s hard to remember how bad' they 
ueed to be. Ko doubt in the backblocks and by ways 
-there will still be plenty of rough ones . You"ll 
e·oon g&t used to driving one of those motor home1 . 
!hey' Te got to be easier to drive than some of the 
trucks you' "We driven. You won' t be on a tight sch­
edule either, take your time and enjoy. And yes 
don' t forget Phillipsburg and Marj . Inc:identl1 
you'd bes'ft not s end those tapes over here. It's 
just 1o~ .tar and too ris~ and I have read the 
book. I'd guess they are a very pricey articl«. 
I '• l!tlre Marj. would relish them. (Juet a thought). 

Things s eem to be OK here. We ' ve st-tled in. I do 
little other than read and watch ~. v. The Cricket 
season is in it' s las1t s1tages , more-' s the tit"J" as 
Joyce and I both enjoy watching 1 t on "the 'box. 
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Now her&' s something s,'trang~ Aussie women love ~ 
tching Cricket llllcb more so than 'the men. '!'his is 1 
perllaps because they nner had to play it all th~Vf" 
school as t he boys did. You must have come up aga. 
inst it a tit" when you weTe in England. 

Denis and Pauline ha{! bought of all things_, a ~ 
mill run. He got jack working :for Goodyear. ,I/Ii 
They wan1ed hb to do ome underhand shenanigans 
witil th~ cus"ComerEi~ecided it was best to get out 
He's one o~ the few tradesmen who still have 
scruples . His hours of work now are f'rom at.out 2 
A.M. to 7-B:A. .M. s o be has ~he res t of the day to 
be with the :family. Makem it easier €or Paulina 
as he c an mind the kids while she teaches Pianf;l 
in the a fternoons. 

mtey have 4 kids , Luke 7.Jake 5, IA my 2. and Je 
nn:f. 3 months . Luke and Jake both go to •cbool so 
they a re rid of them for part o:f the day; but Amy 
a nd Jenni need 24hr . survelance . 'Fheir house and 
car are paid for so not too many worries. 

Steve is still going strong. Has a good steady 
job and now a aotorbike. Got rid of all his ca:m 
He uses our Datsun when be needs one. He lives is 
"the other tla"t and bas a dudent border(l 7 yrs, 
and s'tudj.ng computers )at the Capricornia Insti"t­
vte- of Ali vanced Educ . Extra money for Steve and 
so :rar -they are getting on OK. 

•~11, tha~' s about it~ Please ~or give the 
etut~ering machine.Always great to hear from yo~ 
Am enclos:tng a bit of this and tha-t: . Mi ght a.muse 
you. 



Dear Ivan and Carol, 
Here 1 t is another Duis coE.ng up, so best do the right 

thing and write to you once again. r•• ano1her year older, 
no wiser, and certainly no richer. Should be thank:f'ul for 
what I bave got now, a good root over my head, solid walls 
around me, and no s"teps to clillb. I em infering that we 
bave shifted to a new address . The old place had not a 
good! roof, and I cton• t think the walls were all that solid. 
I shouldn't say anything against it as it stood us in good 
stead tor 25 years , 'the ~ps were getting steeper(it was 
on high blocks) everyti•e ~yce and I ha• to ciimb them 
especially on shopping days. fllese 2 unit flats we' bought 
are at ground level and ar• much smaller. Joyce, Viv, and 
I live in one and Steve (who wanted to leav. home) 11 ves in 
the other one, so we're all happy. 

lfo doubt you•·'Ye had another busy year churn1ng out the 
fiction. ~ had a letter from Morris Glenn and he said 
be really enjoyed English Creek. He reckons that' s just 
how it was. Rellinded us both of our own childhood. Ce~ain11 
we have both been thru much of what you wrote ebou~. 

I hacl heaps of books at 13 Nathan st . and •ost of them 
bad to go. Jus1; not roo• for th• here. r ha'te tbrolling 
books away. I sold a tew ot the pape1'{ backs, but the 
hard hcks I gave to St. Vlneient De Paul• s . Hopef'ully 
soae one may ge~ some good out of thea . 

A 'Ye'11y trauaatic time to aake a sbi:rt like we did. ti'Jl'I. 
Thank heaven Steve is a weight lifter as be copped th~lfr)6. 

1rtm t of it. I ' • not much chop anyaore tor that hard yakka. 
Ofcourse Dellis really helped us t oo . ire•s a champion son­
in-law. We had 2 garage s ales, one there and one here. 
Still a few odds and sods lef't and we're dickering with a 
2ncl hand merchant for thea. Sooner "they go the sooner we 'll 
be able to get the truck into the other garage. 

Al.:aa writes to me now and again so I clo get some clue> 
on Bud, and what is happening, a~least with her mob. They 
are all growing up fast, that•s for sure. 

Dave phoned me when Bud bad the heart attack,and I WPS 
expecting the worst . A pparently he came good and is not 
too bad again. Poor guy has had his share and tihen some>. 

le ha'Ye a new Premier in Q'ld. now. 'rhey finally put 
the skids under "'1'dckey"· joh Peteraen. Ahern is th~ new 
"king-pin". lfe•s onJ.y about 50 yrs. old. Joh was 75, so 
things may 1.n~rove in Q' ld. Us al di es are not 1ike old ..i.e.,,,, 



OJI the I ational tron-t(Federal) our HAWKE is s t ill out 
ther e flying rl th the best of tha. He belongs to tha-tt 
,,. P I 'T~ been every where" club, hob-nabbing with Rona ld. 
IJihai],and Jlo,lly. (l don ' t think he and she see quite eye­
to ey~ thougb.)Por being a Labor leader he' s astounded 
every one and especially the Labor par-ty,Right,Le.ft, Ceni 
er Lert, and Kiddle. Personally, I don' t t hink he' s doi~ 
too bad. The opposition are finding it very difficult 1D 
get him in"to a corner. Between hi.a and Hogan, more a.nd 
aore people are waking up "o where- Australia is. Heaps 
of Yankee . tourists now. ' 

'l'h.e lf:it pcmese are well dug in here. Down at Teppoon, 
which is a bout 26 miles from Rocky, on the coast. Big 
Batele , motels , golf courses, and the largest swimming 
paol in the southern lmlispbere. The J ap tourist trade i 
is increasing by leaps and bounds. Good for the economy 
just so the bugers d1on •t stop here. lbile they were buii 
ding SOiie of the die-hards around Yeppoon put dynamite 
under one of the struct-;res and blew it up. Needless to 
say they were ne-.er caught . liJlce 1hen things ·hPve been 
fair];y quiet. 

J•st :finished watching the 10:30 news. Began and the 
Russian are stil l clinking glasses and proposing toasts 
so that part' s ©K. I ow lTan, I ' d like to ask a ~avor of 
7ou(anotlaer one , I know r owe 1ou and then some) . Howew 
er you'll enjoy this one. lfext ti11e you are in Mon1tana 
llittop otff at Phi:llipaburg(211 w. stockton)and go and see 
Marjorie Darand. You' ll t'ind her a very charming, and 
intelligent person. You' ll not regret anytime spent in 
her comp~. It'd be a great t hrill tor her and you'll 
:find out why if you do t his. Thank you. 

K11St close now as I've several •ore of thes e Xll.as miss 
els t o lt'l'ite ye-t. All the best tor 1988 . 

Love, 
From 

;Y~I 1. __ 7-l / 
v 7'[? ~5 



Hello Ivan and Carol, 
It' s that time o! the year again when one must so hope 

this finds you both well and happy. We are net too badly 
o!r. No' good groaning a• they say, nobody wants to lis"tten. 
I had ibll machine looked at. That's what I think he did 
looked at it and dropped the oil can on it as well. As you 
can we~ it ii 1• splashing o~, also it~s Ilia-spelling 
again. The service ia:n't what it used to be. 

Big thjings happening over there from what I read and see 
on T". v. lfames being uaed there that I recognise, such as· 
Poillderler and !forth. Ofcourse I don't know if it's the 
aaae tribe. Poindexter's were big money and at one ti.Jae 
1hey 11-.ed around \f. S.S'. and R1ngli.Jtg.(hall way between 
Vinton• s:place and Ringling on the right, going to-wards 
Billglill) . r •a prett1 sure ane of your Aun-ts divorced a 
Poi nderler to JDarry your Uncle. Your Uncle Ol.t1ude. I 
could' be wrong. r can e"Ven remember Wha"t slie looked like. 
Bload, very beautif'ul. and a :fine horse-woman. Irorth (the 
name) I see11 to associate with the Ringlings . They married 
each other • It was all):' so I-ong ago and I was only 
YOUD8 so perhaps I'• mixed up. 

I suppose one aus~ line up aad t ake sides so I'• all for · 
Do11ald Reagan getting the Big 111!•. Shultz I reckon is O.K. 
Lsave bi.a there. President Reagan may come out of it 
in one piece. Let us hope so. Kaybe l shouldn't be say­
ing this , ! don' t know which side you are on. Enough pol.-
1-tios. It'd be absalutely 1-possible for an~pn§ man to 
know what is going on in Washington D.C. 

Big happenings oyer here, too. The Pope just completed 
a~out a week•s visit . Di.dn~t get to Rocky, but covered a 
lo-t of Australia. Stirred "the Aborigines up a1t Alice 
Springs: land rights and etc. Soae nut in Brisbane was 
set to 'throw a petrol bomb on bi.a bu-\ was picked up in 
plenty of time. ffe's got stallina and to spare, almoat as 
good as the Queen. 

Murdock' s take oyer of several Newspapers here is the 
other eta rtling happening. I don't unders"fta.nd what all 
1he :f'use is about but there is certainl7 a lot o! con­
troYersy o-.er the deal . Job worries, probably, and the 
fac1 we' ll ge"t only biased news. CBll'"t stop it so why 
worry, tha~• s my opinion. 



I~•s Sprillg here now and at"arting to get bloody hot. 
The hibiscus, trangi-pani Poi.DSeTtas and poi.Jlciannas, are 
all in full bloOll, just to mention the common ones. our 
T'amarind tree at the back has jus' dropped all it's le­
ayeS (aessy thing it ia)and getting new little leaYes all 
0;yer. Irext, it' ll bloOll and there will be little balls o.:t 
tlu:f.:t fioating around 13 :Wathan st • .:tor a week. The mango 
trees have let us down badly this yee.r. l'fone on and the 
ones that- are .:tall ~.:t when half' gro'Wll. In t-he shops 
here in Rocky ~bey are selling .:tor 82 . 50 each and Rocky 
has thous ancls o.:t •an.go trees. A bad year. 

We ha ye ; grand-children JLOWp LPtest addition waa 
A ay. I 11ay haTe "told you this. She's at 'the crawling 
riage now. Heayen help us when she :finds her legs. I'll 
neyer ca'tch her. She• s a very rowdy child. Comes o.:t 
ha"t'ing 2 brothers, probabl7. She can •t talk bttt tha1t 
~aesn't atop her f'ro• using her voice. She' d just about 
will a coooo-eeeeee contest right now. 
L~the oldest)has just :t'illished his/st year at school. 

Did w,ell , too. Ha• brains. H8 s been swilurdng for a ·cou­
p1e o.:t years now. He goes to a Catholic school, S"t:. 
Joseph' s in \fanc!al . 7 years there then he•11 go to 
Chffetiaa BrotheTs College far his bi-achool . Take starts 
pre-school a~er :Dtaa. . 

A while back I mri a guy :n-om Seattle. In the next st-­
ree-t, l was cutting a lawn and be- came over to ta.lk. 
Re was at-aying with s cae people across 'the street and they 
toldl hill I W? B a tl'ank"'.His na11e was Dick <Toodall. Don't 
ltnow wha-t Ms racke-tt is in Seatt-le, I think he'd be re­
Ured. He Blight be in the phone book. 

An old gu.y(autbor) in the news here wJ)ile the Pope was 
here. He' s ev.l.dently wri t1en a fn stories about the 
Catholic church and etc. The only one I've read is 
"!he Dnils Advocate" • His naae is Jlorri:s West and he's 
A ussie ' nd lives in Melbourne. 

We wish y<IU both a Very Merry lJDas and a .happyl987. 
H~e· it~s another productive year for you. 

nove-, 



Kello Ivan and Carol, 
Recieved your letter a few weeks ago so best get the 

lead out and answer it . Good to know you are both well 
and keeping the noses to· the grind stone. It~s good Carol 
gets that extra bit of time. Probably puts it to a good 
use he1ping you? 

We are pretty much OK here. Older and feebler, less 
inclined to get up and go. I'm still chasing the l r- wn 
mowers about but not quite as much. It's winter n&w and 
when the hot weather hits us again~I think 1•11 h~ve to 
give it away entirely. can•t cop that heat like I used 
to. Joyce is j us t getting over the shingles and the flu; 
not a good combination. However she is recovering from 
both with out going to hospital. Everyone else is real 
healthy. Steve lives on salads all week and gets into the 
meat and cooked dishes on week ends . ~Y ing fiio keep 
his weight down. I can't see any extra weight there but 
he seems to think there is . Viv is getting "fair diUum'' 
and is .losing weight steadf.lly. She' s very much into the 
Bnbb1- tex show; is even a dealer now. 

1the Moores are all OK. Enclosed find some photos 
of the young ones. Luke (lat year at s chool) wrote their 
names on the beck for you. Amy is a lovely girl and a 
chB.llpion eater. Just hope Pauline doesn't run out of 
milk. She(Pauline) bad a cold awhile back and rubbed soae 
Vicks on her chest, needless to s ay Amy didn't approve o~ 
that caper at all . She just latched on and then tried to 
keep her distance. Just as well they st~tch . We often 
have "Uh.em up here to mind, while Mum goes shopping. 

Speaking of the lettters,I must get mine atleast all 
in"to one pile. Some are here, there, and lird knows wher re. 
Wally was perhaps more system )ietic than me. All my letter 
s to Joyce before we were married wlfi:: in a trunk in Ring­
ling along wi.1th some other gear of mine, but Wally said 
the 1irunk and all disappeared so that's that. All my 
notes, lab manuals and drawingsJ!ff/ .from that year at Boze­
Jlla.D were left at the Men's Coop. in Bozeman when I went 
into the Army and I le~t a couple of b?rrack i ags of books 
letters and etc, in Manila when I new back here to get 
•arried. No telling whre any of that got to.About th~ t 
letter about Joyce and my mariraige,Steve has express ed a 
desire to see it so atter he does he can return it to you 
if that's OK with you. 



No:w you reall7 I>•• ••a poser with this thing 
11'.l. th your Dad and Mom. The 1st I knew of it was when 
your Mother passed away. She(Moa) reckoned Berneta 
shouldn't have Deen ~out there in the back blocks so 
far fro• hospitals and doctors . She' d much r~ ther 
have seea you all stay and live in Arizona , where I 
take i~ Bermet~ was :reasonably healthy. Her and 
Charlie must have had a big confrontation about it 
al!d no agreement. 'mleJ· were both very bitter ?bou't 
I mean w1. th one another for along time a:f'ter your 
•other's death. I talked to your f ather for a short 
while one day after I came hoae, but that q• the only 
ti•e I saw hlll before I came back here. We didn't t alk 
about Mo• and she more or leas told me just what I've 
said here. I • d have like to b Fve been w1 th him a lot 
llOTe but things just didn't work out that way. He was 
always a great he1p and friend to all us Ringers. He 
especially looke-d after me. If" he was .:foJ'llan I was 
alwa;ws sure 0£ a job, and always knew what to cfo cmtise 
he' cf show ae and tell me. He was like an older brother 
and soe•tiaee like a father. For sure I got- more good 
aclviee and help than l ever did :trom my om father. 
We had great tiaes together socally too. Hunting, fish­
illg, dancinag, playing baseball, and even brought the 
gloves over and taught mAox for the fi'St time. Ere 
surely waS a guiding light in my early years. He and Mom 
used' to get on great too. He'd often take MOil over to 
sta;r with BBrneta when he was working. Well, don't 
know if any of this is any clue but it's all I know. 
When l go i1hru M<BI • s let1ters, ff I come an a.nything 
pertinent I'll send the letter. 

mtll De.ve and Nellie and family Hello t'rom us. 
Would lOlVe t-o see you all again. filae is always too 
short on trips like that. Haven't heard from Dave 
but I realise he is one busy Man. 

It'• S'Ullday here and I want to mail this in the 
JIOnt so will say 'bye for n-ow. Good luck with the 
ho•es t eader. 



Our darling little Daughter's here 

And are we proud? You bet! 

There may be sweeter girls around 

But we haven't seen one yet! 

We named her a, l d. Jo,6,?Jo..,ft.l.fi:v 

She was born onJ/)/:J.,~r;_'(j atJ ,;}./ o'clock f'r '. 

She weighed 0 MJ IC ~.'6 
Her proud Mother and Dad are ~Jw c;ffJe,u.o .P~t>U!_. 
/!11 ~tJ;11Ji& ~J elf:. k l/ ')1

1

t:<?_ e <fJ 6-
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Hello Ivan and Carol , 
Recii::>ven your letter a counle of nays ago . Very 

, pleased to he~r 8bout the TUnercl and with y ur 
-1 resume I coul~ really get the 'lie"' ure . A scid ttme 
' for all of us . All those months of sufferine for 
• him . Makes one ask the old unanswerable auestion 

"Why?". It must have beAri , .. fi_, - • Sitting 
bPside every day and w~teh'ing it hapnen . Wally was 
lucky to have loved and married her . Piety it hadn ' t 
happened much ear~ier . She ' ll really be 1ost ~nd 
~onesome now. I ' ve written to I'.er , ~nd it was a 
re<.,Jy ha rd letter write . So much to say and not 
knowing how to say it . ] ' m very glad we were ahle 
to be over there and suend the ~ime we did with them . 

I was sorry I wasn ' t home when Dave rang . He 
and Joyce had , good talk in any case . I 'know he 
wris truly shocked by w~ lly ' s condition . My.::; elf,. I 
jw:it can ' t imagine him l~oking like that . Terrible . 
I knew he ' d heve a lBrge funeral . He knew everyone 
and covered a large territory . Don ' t suppose he 
had an enem~, never heard of one if he.did . 

Things are OK here now . Viv is settled down 
aga i n and the Dr . s~ys she ' ll have no more of that 
same problem. 

For Xmas I mP-de ? ta~e and sent t~ P rj. ~nct 
Don Durand . M2rj . is blind so I thought the tP'!:1e 
beQt for th~t reaRon . I put plent y of nonsense in 
it to make her laugh . Don said they enjoyed it . Had 
the whole c1an(I guess he means his m~b) into listen ~ 
He ~ays now they all wanit to come Down Under , s o 
the tP~e must have ple~sed . Don also sent a big 
newSarticle About th~t huge metal statue they er­
ected near Butte . The log)stics were truly itf 
astounding. I ' m ho~i~g Qome one ~ill sen<l ~ea 
nostc~rrl of it. If it can be seen from Andacona a 
it must stick right up there . 



Dave mentioned in one of his le~ters some­
thing ehout perhaps I could claim social security 
benifits for the time I was in the Army . I still 
have my soci 1 SPCUTity c~rd¢1 so what do I do? 
Best I ret it while I ' m still about . I wRs in the 
AiiTly a fair while(3: yrs . in this ne«k of the woods . 
Some bP.fore tha+ , in the States . It ' d be like money 
from Heaven after all this time . I remember w~1en 
Pearl Herbor hRpnened, they shot us str· ifht up 
to Port Angles to watch for Jap Subs . B!' d tl) stand 
gua~d up this high , fir lined hill and otare out 
at the P~cific . Plenty 0£ seagu-ls and lot. of 
wave • .1. o J T • I ci igrees~ Mc- ybe should work thru 
the Coni:>ul he1:e? 

I ' d like some of that se~ttle we·ther here 
about now . Hot , humid , and no sea b~eezes , that ' s 
how it is . Sweat drips off of anythin that sticks 
out . Very cold in Montana , so Alma tells me . That 
Billings is especi lly cold , and the wind gets a 
proper ~weep thru there . Just as well her car-
avan is well insulated . 

We are all waiting for the 21st to come . Thct ' s 
the day Pauline has her 3rd of£~-ring . Hopeful y 
a Gr and-cfaughter this time . These grandGsons 
give me more than some \·'hat . If they aren ' t craa1-
ing up me back, they are s~~eaming till I cHnl t 
hear meself think, or they ~re using SHARP ~cissors . 
Or trey ' ve got the good ?en Dave gave me aDd are 
mc:;king dots . Just too much TV . ~hey become 
terrori s ts before they should . A p:eetty , loving 
grand - daughter to nurse would be a ple 8ant ch~nge . 

I ' ll pull up now Ivan . Thanks very much ~or 
lettinB us know all about it . Your present e""forts­
re the bird sculptors intrifues we . Certainly 
somethinf different . ~~ 

/JJ~r~:{, 



Hello Ivan and Carol , 
If I ~ant R XmaR card , I ' d best get the le~d out 

send R fe~ , so here comes yours . Hope you are both 
enjoyinf good Pe~lth , and hanp i ness . We are not in 
t oo bad a shape ; still have to beat the se hot humi d 
months coming un . They fairly gap me sb:ren~th . 

J~yce was in hoRnital for a few weeks with a bowel 
disorder . They ( t!e Drs . ) contim~lated surgery but 
f i nally settled for drius ~n~ a~ti-biotis anc thank­
full·t they cid tne trick . She ' s had no tro uble with 
it since . Ofeourse Her artheretic foot give:::; her 
curry Rometimes, but shP lives with it . ~rPv 8~Rure 
l er thev c;:l"I ~1:- ::.t <-'n b t, by breakinP"~he' toes 
and ~uttinf in c8sts and etd , as I say tHo/ asRure 
her but they ' ve failed so far to convince her . Her 
decision . I ' d shy off too . 

Viv was not so lucky . She ' s had one big opera tion 
and was i:r ~rnspi t a.l for s:everal weeks . She ' s home 
with us now but has to go back in for another opn 
at the end of Dec . No cancer ( thank God) and after 
this one she should be OK. · 

The r est o f our mob here ar e healt hy . Paul ine i s 
due her 3rd!- of f spring in Feb . somet ime . We ' re all 
hoping for a gir~. Even her 2 sons want a sister . 
Some mor e sharing to do . They don ' t much like that 
word , as it gets pushed at them -iuite often by Mum 
& Dad ,. Ftnd Joyce and I. Some.times it works . 

1uke , her eldest son is i~ pre- school (you d8ren ' t 
say KindrgRrten )Rnd starts nrimary at end of Jan . 
at St . Joseph ' s . It ' s a cetholic echool . (Denis is 
catPolic ). ~h8t nlea~es me as from my ob~ervations 
they do tre best job . - ~ the te-chers ere 
eitLer Huns or ~rothers . Far as I can ~eP t1ey are 
dedicated people , more so than most you ' d find in 
the nublic. ~he c2tholic kids s~ern to excel in 
whatever they do , sport.:::,ac8derriica1ly, or mu~ic . 
They are all quite proud tc ne Christian Brothers . 
My oninion: plenty would disagree . 



nSummer ·s :ust stcrting here now. 1st Dec offici ly . 
Rock~amnton looks gre~t too . We ' ve had good r~in 
and plenty of ~un lately which is ~11 thi~ pl~ce 
needs to nut on a show. Rocky is a town of trees . 
All sorts of trees . The Jacarand4! i.;-vender), the 
poinEretta(red) anrl the Fr ngipanni (white and pink) 
are the most start~in ana they ar~ all in full 
bloom now. The grass is greener than green and grows 
faster than I can push the mower . I must admit, I am 
slowing down , and it t akes a direct order to get 
Steve on the end of it. 

Ste e~s not a co1~""'] (:>te lo~"' (garden v.ise) however . 
A couple months age (S rin fever , perhaps )he dug 
up one of the eds , went out and boug t a c~~ le of 
bags of manure dug it in and pl~nted sweetcO n . We 
are no'\ enjoying several feeds from those e ~orts. 
Ofcourse , you know who weeded the corn. He did keep 
the thrive up to it though . He loves corn off the 
cob . Water is no problem here as it comes from a 
barrage ir: t he Fitzroy, a very lar e river • .Alc:::o we 
hcive terrif·c nres~ure here at 13 H t'han St . I be­
lieve it h~s smmething to di ~ith the reduction in 
t he 2ipes bringing it in . It ' ~ a very olc rlace hence 
t~r difference in the pipeR here as compared to the 
newer houf;e6about tr. is neighborhood . Whatever the 
re~son it ' s ~ rea: bonus . 
, It ' s good news these 0 tig shots getting together , 
Reagan and Gorbache~. ..n. tleast not-1 they know wh t 
ea ch other re lly look like close up . I don ' t think 
either one was frightened of thP other, which in it~­
elf is ood . There was an articl~ ~v Nixon in the 
Sund8ym-il to-day . Made good sense(if he wrote it!) 
All we can do is hope some real &Dna will come out 
of it . I'll bet it drove the irt·- i ence mob ri h• 
up ~~ - :1 . It ' ll ive a -ot more sco~e to both 
sides now. 



The CfiCkft Season is on here now . Football is 
over . So , s~·itch or. the TV what d J u get ,one 
station, Cricket , the other staticn(t tere ' only 2) 
Tenniso Even Mro Mcinroe has decidt:u to honor us 
with his nresenne o ] ' ll bet the snonsors heaved a 
sigh of relief when he showed . It.looked doubtful 
there for a bit . (Brd back , why wouldn ' t he) . Dad says 
he hns to marry the gal too . You must take to the 
cricket abit Ivcn. You ' ve been over there so must 
have conned a bit of the jargon . Viv and Joyce are 
both ardent fans as are just about all Aussie women . 
It sorta le2ves Steve and I cold , although Steve 
underst-:.n~Rit , havine come up thru the system. I ' ll 
tt~ke basetJ.. 1 anytime . They play it a lo~ here now 
the last few years . Even uut it on TV when they 
can.~ t run anything else tr t...round . 

H.crid a Jetter from Alma r"J ~ I ' d not know what ' s 
hapnening over there at all . Haven ' t heard from 
Wally am 0 elores for ages . They owe me too . I ' 11 
give ' em a nudge with a Xms letter . Dave would be 
to busy to write and I just do!l ' t think Dan writes 
letters . 

Morr.i s Glenn took out a years sub . for me of the 
l'v~ontana magazine , which has shown un pretty regu! i!.rly . 
Maybe I told you this , oh well , it ' s very nice to 
get it . Even gave you Cl rnn down in one issue ~ . 
Natural1y , that guy didr ' t know what he waB ~rJting 
about. Cri ti ,..q ;:'lrP o:r.l v ·" i ters who have fal en by 
the w~y-f'ic:e . 

Getting ne?r the botto~ a~ain, so I'd best ~ull 
up . I ' m sure I couldn ' t fil+ not! er one . All 
the best to both of you. 



IlP , o you T·m , 
Now, let ' s se~, where t 11 we 8t rt. Wst,.rt a t the very begrrining" , OK. 

The Book arrived or ~t March . I reckon the big delay W?S on t his side . 
There ' c:o been a b.: t; ~tike on here in he customs and public servant 
scene . Everyth.ing ' s been laying stocked on the whhrlrisi (Wharves) for 
several months . Never the less it was a t Jrill to get it the other day . 
Morris ~lenn(my old P?l) s~nt us a)subsciption to Mont~na Magazine for 
Xmas and we ' vf' no:;W"ecieved~2 word~ tti::>t ye> t . Must be a periodica l . 
L ooki~g :orward tc that to •• 

We ' ve been lmcky having heard from aeveral uersons over there . 
Alma, Morri s , Dorris and Jim Tay:ior ,Shii..plett,M rlo, M rjorie nd Don. 
(Incidently , I think Don 'r;).16 a Foresti Stranger. ) You said you were 
BOing to see Marj and him . H~ve you? They are lo vely people and 
full of info rma tion about Ringling. They live in Phillinsburg. 
Also beard from Wally and Delores . Also from Fern Vinton and Clarice . 
Now there is a prolific source of info and •e l embellished . For imagin­
ation I ' d back Hern a ainst anyone . We wruit,! to see them cind we ' d not 
been there more than about 10 minutes and he wPlks aver and slams a 
big old 45 Colt into my hand and says"There sh1 is" . I gingerly pointed 
it at the f]oor and said " Oh yes" . Never saw the thing before in my 
life but he reckonPd we ' d gone hunting rabbits with it . My memory may be 
slipping but not that :far. He was an only son and 'the and Cl?rice had 9 
children. He s!ys thei name Vint on will be aro und for a long time . He ' s 
not wrong . 

Wish we h"'d some of th8t wind bJ!owing up Two Medicine; right about 
nowo -It ' s terrib]ey hot and humid here , day in and day out. 33 or 34 
degrees and a humidity of j6 . Light fluffy clouds and no wind. Every­
day I just hope I can make it o Re 11.y gats a t me . I go out for 2 hrs . 
in the mornings mowing and gardening ;:::i nd 2 in tha afternoon. When I 
finish its just like I ' d crawled out of the swi mming pool with all my 
clothes on . 1fo cllorline smell, tliough • I thir.~ abnn.t thoRe 1oTrplv cold 
··indQ tn t used to~1,reeTJ ;:;er· ~R thP s~op brn'"'h there t=it 11~11 r 1 R nl ce . 

Some o:f t hose" words in English Creek take me hack many a long vear ~ 
about 45 or 50 . For examnle , l"·uckvmucY-(g:our Grandfather used th' t one a 
] ot to denote any- one he thought was a "To ff". He always put a High L~ 
:front of it . Al§~ the Democrat wagon, coal oil,gutwagon , and many rno~e . 
I ' m really enjoying this saga . Man , I dig you . 

Now family. Bauline is te~ching 1-'iano . Ha's 12 students . Helf hr . 
sessions for a large sum, so she ' s helping very much to nay off the 
mortage . Denis i s Works Shop Supervisor for GCbodyear Tyres ( tireR) ~na 
gets a bonus mcnthly and an overall yearly so they 're set . 

Stve sold ris camner v~r a nd used tPP noney from t:'t to buy e. 
Pr~mier Hold en Sedan . 1st time he ' s been out of debj for years . Says 
everything is cash frmm now on . I hope he means it . So far he ' s not 
courting very serioLly. (u) . Doesm ' t want fi get <boo serious ~ tl e way he 
throws money around . Diamond Jim Brady(without the diamonds) . 

Joyce is OK . Vivis OK too . Cricket keeps them fairly well occupoied 
on the T. V. Steven or I never watch cricket . Al l the women here are keen 
on it . They play a lot of b~seball here but you ' ve got to be lucky to see 
it on ~ .V . I watch the footy , Rugby Union and Rugby lea ues • . Good games . 

I~ll sigh off now . Thanks muchly for the book. It c2.me "Ln very ood 
shape . I f you see Dave andNell ie say "HI" from us . -1 he ~"'E""'t .. 

f1J,f~ ... ~ 



Hello Ivan and Carol , 
Just a few lines to let you know that "Inside 

'fh.:iis House of .3kye" arrltved in perfect condition . 
You're a godd packer . There were no visible signs 
of stress or strain anywhere . We really enjoyed 
it . I especially liked the photo of the Catholic 
church sitting up there on the hill . In my day there 
was a house sitting there too , where- in lived the 
Boggs . Yuur mother boarded with them the 2 years she 
went to Ringling High School . I can remember we used 
to go up there and pick her up and take her home for 
the week ends. She was ofcourse older than Marj. 
but the;y vere l; ke e.isters . She really enjoyed the 
time she spent with th~m . 

I don(t know what is happening over there as 
No body has written lately. At Xmas we recieved a 
spate of Xmas cards from my old school mates but 
there ' s been very little since . Delores wrGte and 
told us about W~lly's lip transplant but since then 
We ' ve had nothing . It ' s not because we haven't 
written either , as we have . Must be Wally ' s tennis 
elbow, I have the same complaint·myself . 

Do~' t you wot ry about not showing us at ound . 
It WpS really great meeting you a nd Carol . Carol was 
I ike fil ' d pictured her in my mind , but you were ' nt . 
I ' d thought you ' d be a tall guyl I qon't know why I 
thought that but I did . The other time I saw you 
~ou were 5 y~s . old with £ed hair and an abundance of 
good freckles . . . 

It'~ good to hear you are working hard and had 
a relentless yea~.r If the mind is act~ve , the rest 
will look after its self. Myself , j sS.t turn -that 
~round , if the body is active the mind i~ at rest . 
Yellow that one , ???Didn ' t tb~nk you would . 

Jc ~ and Viv ar~_well and happy . Steve gets 
his holidays in 2 weeks and he , Joyce , and I are 
going up to Cairns and live it up for a week. Rent-
ed car , self contained flat . and E~c . They have an 
International air port now and are quif e rroud 0£ it . 



!i2st year w1."iie we were over there , Steve was here 
by himself(with ithe_9og)~nd it rained the ~hole time. 
So , he .Oeserves a gnod holiday this year . We ' ll t"ake 
some _pho,is>s and send y ou <While ..w.e 'IC..-,. tb~ .. 

This letter MJ.\ 11 come as a surprise to yo , 
won "t ij;7..? -Xou t.hou.gh.t Xnias ..wo.ul~ be 'the ne-xt- tim 
y,ou heard from us~e~~ell , anyhow , I 'U send you a 
Xmas car.cL I.OD.. • '~ keQR ii.n-t&u-0h . 

Love 

(J~fvn~ 

-~· 



Rello Ivan and Cprol , 
'i.ell , to use thc:t Yankee phrase , "How are you 

doinF"f? Hope you are well and happy . We ' re OK 
fo'r the most part , creaking, and groaning , in the 
joi nts , hate to face up to steps and small hills , 
don ' t relish the hot humid days , so most o: it is just 
age catching up with us . That was sneaking for the 
wife and I . On the other hand I go for nn hrs . walk 
every mor~ing from 5 t 6 , which I enjoy . It ' s a;Ong 
side a Iaf!une end no housec; n ~' t "' ire tr commune 
with Mother nature and the birds (black swans , ducks , 
laughing jackasses , p~rrots(black and white) , crows , 
pee- wees , and magpies to mention a few . Then I have 
breakfast pnd work gardening of mowing for 2 hrs . in 
the forenoon and 2 in the after noon . In between times 
I read , listen to the taue recorder(J~zz or classical ) 
or just have a c~mp . Eat we 1 and s~eep well and don ' t 
watch hardly any TV . So, all in all , I can ' t complain . 
J oyce sleeps too much in the day time but that ' s not re 
lly her fault . She has to~ get off her wonky foot 8-I'-d 
it ' s hard to stay a wake if one lays down . She stays 
up late at nite ~nd drinks too much cof ee . Don ' t 
tell her I said so . As fur as Viv and the young ones 
go they are full of beans all the time . Viv has been 
t&king out all the priz eq in the weirrht watchers of 
late . A couple of silvery cups and a big tr§y l~of 
frmit . Thrt ' s for ioosing the most weight of any of 
them for the week . I can ' t see it , but thosP. scales 
don ' t lie . 

Pauline has finally started teaching piano. 
3he has 11 pupils at present . That should take a 
1it 0£ the wei~ht of:fDenis a s the sole provider . 
They ' ll be able to ~ay off their house More quickly 
now . Denis works as a brake speci'list with the 
Goodyear mob . 

Steve is going strong at the moment . Had 2vks . 
off with a pulled muscle in the back. I think he 
enjoyed the 1st week but was getting bored the 2nd . 



Hone you enjoyed you sojourn in Scotland if you ' re not 
still there . Too cold to be there now. I ' d think 
it ' d h~ as bad as MontPna ip not worse . I supoose you 
both picked up that Bobbie Bnrns twang while you 
were there . I think I ' d like his poetry if I could 
translate it . Hope the Novel is progressing . I can 
see there ' d h ve to be a powerful lot of research be­
fore you even stprted . Do you have to promote what 
you write or doeq the publishers do thqt?~ry1py I 
houe it hits thP top list . 

~ Hot end !umid here now nd very dry . The rainy 
season is near so anything crn hapuen . That always 
brings the cycloneq down the Q' ld coast . Hope my 
roo r stays on . 

Have tad sever~l letters from Delores . She ' s 
a marvelous letter writer . Just like being there talk­
ing to her . If it weren ' t for her I ' d not know what 
·as hapnening over there . Wally ' s tennis elbow is 

playing up as u~u~1 . Hopp Bud stands the winter OK. 
Fuqt bP hard on him then . 

Federal election coming up here on Sat . The 
pauers are full of nothin~ else . One good thing, 
by the time they all say their bit , it goes to make 
fet editions . Them and the Super m rket adds . 
There ' ~ plenty of starters for the election. To name 
a few Labor , N8tional , Liberal , Democrat , Country , Anti 
-Nuclear , a nd the colll1!1unist . I may have missed a few . 
Doe-n ' t wo'llfry me ~R I ' ve yet to vote , ei+'ter there of 
here . I ' m still an alieno The fallup polls all reck­
on Labor and f<lr . R'1wke will win by a huge majority . 

I'll sign o:f now by wiehir - you both all the 
best for 1985 . En-~~ r- d a clipping about one of 
Austr~lia ' s literary greats. Thou~ht you might enjoy 
readinf it . ~~ 

~J~f~;4 



17'/Dec/1977 
Dear Ivan ancr Carol, 

Just a few lines ~o you ' ll know we ' re still about . 
We are reasonably well. Old age and some of it ' s 
complaints catching up with us . A year gone before 
we even realise it. We are e~eiencing an unusually 
hot summer this year . Violent' stornu;at present. 
We had hail about the size of eggs oife day last week . 
No broken windows as luckily it came straight down. 
Last year we had one and it broke about 6C panes'of 
glass on the west side of the house . The insurance 
paid for it so no problem. When you come out don't 
come for Xmas . June, July,/ ~ND August are the 
cooles~ months . If you plan to hike , you ' ll won 't 
some cool days . We're about 26 miles from the coast . 
Co$1 breezes and beautiful scenery thwre anytime . 
Day long boat trips out to the Islands. Fishing if 
you ' re keen . I~ve yet to catch anything worth while . 
But I don ' t try very hard . Steven does , but he ' s 
had no great luck either . Both kids are home on 

1 holidays now. Steve put in for several apprentice­
ships but to date , no rep,ly . If no luck he can go 
back to school for another year , as be ' s only 15 . 
They both passed OK. Iwent down to Brisbane and 
attended the graduation at the Con. Pauli~e was in 
the chorus . Very colorful and very musical, the 
program. We also got her, her ne~ place •~ board 
for next term. It ' s a private home , I met the 
people and they seem quite nice . She should be well 
looked after there . She ' s still keen on the music 
so should do well.Flute last term(passed) and the 
harpsicho~d(of all instruments ) theis term and piano 
every term ofcourse. T~ey ' ve a new 4- 5 storied 
building, with eve~ything laid ~n . It's situated 
just at the edge of the Botonical Gardens so is 
really quite pleasant . The students are all quite 
dedicated as are the tea chers judging by the conce~t 
I heard . Pauline and I also went to See the Opera 
Carmen one after noon . Very good too . Put on by 
an all Aussie cast . All the same I was glad to get 
back to Rocky . These big cities frighten me now. 

, I wouldn ' t drive a dar there , that ' s for sure.Free 
ways , one way streets, and any number of other traffic 
h~azards . DoesN~t worry Pauline. She doesn ' t drive a 
car there but she rode her bike all the way into 
RomaL st . Station and I reckon that would be worse . 
She Boes drive tne car here at home . 



latter . Hope you both 

0 
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8/Dec/1974 
vear .L van., 

necieved your letter, qli ~img and the card . 
Thanks very much for looking after everything 
and letting me know all about it . Timeand money 
beat me , 1 just couldn't get there . It was a 
shock when .7ally rang . I couldn' t get my wits 
together to have a very lucid conversation. I~ve 
thoueht of many tl.ings since that I wanted to 
ask and talk about . I still have a sort of 
numb feeling whan l think about it. Just doesn' t 
seem ri5ht that Uom' s not htere any more . Guess 
I should be thankful and gr&aeful for all those 
years 8Be was there . une always knew you could 
go home to tlom and everything would be OK. I 
think the :fact that you made it possible and gave 
her the confidence to come out here abd see ¥S 
made her happy . 1 tried to get her to settle 
down for longer time , but it wasn' t home and 
she kept to her schedule. S •eing her off at 
the airport was one o:f the most difficult moments 
of my l ife. I knew that was it and she knew tha~ 
r.as it. 

Surely hope Bud is getting along alrightJ{ now. 
It ' d really be a terrible blow t o him. Jhy people 
are singled ou1t and given so much to bear :for so 
lnng a time as Bud was is bey nd mev 

However you' ve sorted out the things is OK with 
me Ivan. Thanks again for that . Let me know about 
any costs I coltld send you. I ' ll do my best . 

it•s good that she had such a large funeral • 
.L ' m certain she'd h~ve many firends and no enemies . 
As you say her thoughts were never o:f herself but 
always of others and how she could hel~ them. The 
kids took it quite hard here . She was a champion 
as far as they uere concerned . Taugh t them to play 
solitaire and c ard games and she and Steve had a 
good session in plastic weaving . I t hink it is 
good and right that she is buried next to your 
father . Perhaps somedays I ' ll be able to visit 
them . 

~ally seeliled quite natural on the phone . Thenk 
heaven I wasthere uhen it rang. Viv took the call 



and said someone wantei me fr m overseas . To be 
truthf'ul , I thought it would be BUd. ~e talked 
for a bit and then 1ally said 11 aell, I' 11 let you 
have it" . Then he told me just what you' ve said in 
your letter about her last moments . ~cept for the 
fact we were on strike( a 2i month one) I ' d have 
been at work . 

It ' ll be a change for dally looki• g after daughters 
instead of sons . He ' ll enjoy it . They are more 
easily managed than sons . Sons seem to uake the 
competitive attitude, atleast my son does . He ' s 
only 12 so perhaps he' ll wake up to himself. I can 
still out run and out fight him, but he' s a better 
muscian and a better swimmer. 

Ue hope that you nd Carol can come out some­
time in the :future and see us and spend some time 
with us . ·J.llere' s always free board and r oom and 
you can have one of the cars to get about in. iou' d 
not want to hike here as it's to far between places . 
i f you ever do decide to , let us know and we · ll 
get out the red carpet . l last saw you when you 
were 5, and you'd not remember me at all , but we 1 ll 
ca tch up . 

l ' 11 close now by wishing you and v~.rol a i1apry 
.xmas and a prosperous ~ew 1975. JJD,as want seem the 
same here as we were always in the process of getting 
mom a tspe ready. \le 1 , By for now. .hanks.. again 
for everything. 

Love and the best, 



.ffello Ivan and Carol, 
:The wif"e gave ne several cards to pick from, some with 

kangaroos, sone with koalas:, but I did the right thing and 
decided on this . After all XJnas is about Christ . There ' s too 
much co:mmercialism on everything that matters these days . 

Anyhow, here' s hoping you are both enjoying good health 
and hapnines5". ¥le are all well and happy here1 I ,.ll oet you really enjoyed your stay in l!;ng and and vicin­
ity. That,.s the one way to see it WALK". rt doesnrt go by 
aa fast then. I't"s not very big, but what a history. 

rea , we did send a tape to Mom. I didn' t say much to you 
in it as I ,. didn"t(everytiJre I back spce i t goes crackers) 
know you were going to be there. To make up for this over 
sight we will send you a tape of your very own. That is ., 
some time in the New Year. OK???? You say you enj oy music 
Carol, oo you' ll get music. It ' s laid on here . That is , as 
lo.ng as #I. Dad stays on their bac:ks , and that ' s A\LL the 
time. I was never a Champion myS'elf, but I sure made a 
couple . .Pauline is contemplating teaching music for a li v­
ing. ~he also has several other contemplations t oo . 

All these troubles at h0118(Montana), well l don' t know 
what to say. .ror better of for wo::rae, that' ll do- me. 
Anyti.Jle •1 wi.te can find anyone better than me( in the s aae 
age group) well good luck to her. maybe that's what wally is say] 
ng too. 

One thing l do hope that Bud comea ouit alright . He ' s had so 
much to put up with for so long. L haven't written to him as 
there again ~ don't know what to say. ~ don't want to ~ay the 
wrong thing. ~here is a place in ~ydney for people suf'fer­
ing from that compaint . ~vidently it is th~ best, as they 
cpae oyer here from ihe b~ates to go to it. They reckon 
-.nere is nothing to compare with it over there . Also th.,­
aeea to think there will be a breakthrough on treatment for 
it anytime now. ill we can do is hope and pray it will be 
aoon, and that it will help Bild. 
)) Mom seems quite bright in all her letters . it's real ly 
good to hear from her. All these trouble bother her. ~he'll 
just have to take them with a .. 1grain of ssl t" . Wet-re all too 
old to listen to her now. She gave very good advice in the 
past when we werj younger . Much of it l listened to , and there 
is much more that I wish I HAD listened to . She always seems 
in good spitits whan she writes , bu the worry shows thru. 

1'11 sign off'now, We all wiih you both o vf:eny MerryXMAS 
and a happy and prosperous 197~. 

We' ll send this to Montana in. hopes it'll catch you there. 
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24 Dec. 1987 

Dear Paul-

Atter all these years , the Nathan St . addr-ess goes into retireITent f'rcrt 
mr address boolc, h!ln? Carol and I will think rL you now in your flat; our 
sole experience was the winter of 172-3 we spent in Lant on, where we pronp t1y 
had to forget Aille!'ican notions of f"irx:ling an "apartl'lent11 and learn to irquire 
about a "fl.at. 11 A locating service DtUml that went by tne name of Umversal 
Aunty soon found us one; yours soun1s cozier am more weathe:-ti~t . 

Dave called last night, inv1 tiqJ us to fill in two places at their 
Chris bas dinner table where expected f'rieros had to cancel out, ani we regretted 
we ' re already coJll!litted elsewoore. F.spacially since Dave aid Nellie are having 
rcast beef, and our destination is going to feature tl•.rkey I I did get to soe 
Dave and his so:i John, though, about three weeks ago lil.en I was si.gning tooks 
at a shopping nail d<Mn toward their end of Seattle . John is growing tan, 8nd 
seems 1"19.ybe to hare Nellie ' s quietness; I gather from Dave's report that it ' s 
Shanie Beth who has inherited tte Mc.Afee gift of gab aro mischief. JJavo ruefully 
says J o)'Ce is Jlluoh enterta:tned by the fact the t he now has a child of the posl<y 
sort he was . 

You ' re right th.at I a'n in the book-churning business as usual , and it dawns 
on me ttlat ! don ' t romllber having shipped a cop;r of the l atest to Australia . 
I'll remedy that , just as soon as tbe pos tal serv.i ce gets past Chris trns. This 
one is called Dancing !1 thr Rascal Fair , 811d is t..he story of the gramparents 
of thP z:,r;lish C?:"eek characters; homesteaders to Montana, arrivi~ in 1889 an:! 
followirr ..,h.,f-J:l'Ves thl'Ollgh the big winte1· of 1919. It's been far and away 
my most successful book in terms of sales and notice; I ' ll try think to insert 
with your copy of the book a sample interview, done by a young woman n<M on the 
Tacoma ne111spaper who lived s<A:t years in Montana. 

Al3> , at the risk of dragging you along ranory lane, I wanted to pass along 
to ;rou, Paul, some of the moments l 1Te tad this autWllll as people out of our 
Montana past would com up tn 1119 in bookstores er spea~ halls . I found a 
lot of those nOJ'llmts very surprising, am mny of th!ta 6motional.ly aovi~ . In 
no partic ulr ordm-, h~re 18 8 list of SOllB Of those ~ple: 

--Fditb Brekke, not a surprise, because we see her occasionally in Helena , 
but just a pleasure: dressed in a hamsotne rus*et pants suit, looking very tri.1:1 
and spiffy. 

- -an elderly gent 1n Butte, whose name I didn ' t rec~n:ize rut who lE.d ame 
dGln to the bookstore in bis best (quite ancient) suit md tie to let mo know 
he used to tetoh the mail to "Anna" Doig; I can ' t recall where tt.'it was, but I 
think at one of tha little ~ots along t.he Milwaukoo Road . As what he 'Was telli~ 
about occurred l~ before I did, we tad a disconnected conversation- interspersed 
with his exclar.tations of "How about thatl n - -with me trying desperately to recall 
distant details of iv aunt Anna •s life so I could figure out what he was talking 
about . Only after he lef't, with r.te still baffled but wl th him having gone e:wa:y 
baTP:r, did I reall ze he was talk:ine about ny grammother , Annie Calnpbell Doig , 
arrl not Anna--ard I would 1'11.ve loved to have asked hitn so Me thincs about h\r I 

--in Salal'll, Oregon, artici the booksigni~ a guy approached 118, pulled fran 
his pocket an old sep:ta photograph of a vecy wide W<XnBn sitting with a v.ry lofty 



man stdding directly behini her, and asked me, "Do you know who these are?" I 
said , "They look like Kate and Walter Badgett, " and so they proved to be. I've 
lost track, Paul, whether the lladgette were a.roum Ringl~ vhen J'OU were a lad 
as 1'11\lch as they were the few 19ars I lived there wnh Grandma; but in my time 
t~iey ll ved in t bl! bungalow just down the slope arrl a bit to the r.S gh t of Crardma' s 
house . Directly datrnslope from the Brekkes, in Didi other words . Am they were 
:mlghty people in our lives, Grandma ' s closest .f'riends, outsize in all w~--Kate 
nos97, ornery El'ld kind of queenlil<e , all in one , whil e Walter was as eloquently 
softapolam as he was towering. The photo-bearer was , I think, Walter ' s gram.­
nephew, and he said he has ore other ~icture of Wal.tar, as a guard on a Kansas 
penitontiS17 clein gang. 

- -And fina.ll.Y this , .from E~ene, Oregon, when I did a reading at the University 
of Ore~on a few weeks ago . An:id the people wanting to talk to ma afterward, a 
good- looking but plainly dressed man evirlently in his early sixties said, a bit 
hesitantly: "You •re a busy man ~re. If I could , I wanted to talk to y ou abo11t 
your grandparents ." I wan trying to get away to supper with a frierd , am tigtred 
I might be in for what oometi.1'\es happens , a person telling me a ta.le about their 
own family that someth:lng I ' ve written ronims thel"t of. I said politely os I 
could, "Yeah, I am busy, I ' rn afraid . What about ~ l1\Y grandparents?" He s "l 
knew Tom and Bessie . " Well, his na111e ia Jim Wan.tng, and ~ain I don •t know if 
be '11 ch:ill'le in ~ur 1'\8rl10ryJ hut b3 was a boy on a ranch near Goat Mountain in the 
Wi!sall country when you Ringers first came t o Montana. If I h3"'e it right , your 
folks stayed, or worked at , the Waning ramh et sorne point ear:ly in their Montana 
life . Jim said he remenbared pl.eying with my mther-- I didn ' t have the w:!.t to ask 
if he re12mbered you- -and he had a couple of stories to pass along. .Uoth are 
about Granrl?'la, who made a real nnrk in his memory . Your dcd was doin& iome wagon 
.freigh ti.ng of somek:lrrl int.o Yell~stom Park, and Grand!r.a went wi tti him. In the 
tent at night , sh:? was awakoned time and again by some .sound she c culrln ' t identify, 
a \d..m of big BLOOP . ?Jo c reature sre had ever heard ; vfiry mystifying. Next morning, 
she fcund that the csnp hcrl been pitched near to so1ne of Yellowstone ' s boiling ml¥i 
pots, blooping msrrily away. The ott.:et' st~y--y~u 'll knru better ~han I whether 
this actutllly fits your dad and& mom in all its part:.culars-- agai."l is abrut a 
wagon trip , when your dad turned the reins over t.o Grandma wh.i.le he did soDB 
fiddle playing t o wtrl le away their travel ti me . HiG firl dling slowed am slowed, 
until at last he was dozing . Gl"andna , stuck with tha driving chore, angrily 
veered the team and wagm into the stor.es at the side of the rood, jot:>ncing Tom 
Ringer rudely awake--he demands to knGt , can' t she evm d r-1 ve '! while soo dema.rrl s 
to know, can ' t he even fiddle? What do you think, Paul-a l ikely ta.le, or just 
one of those that ought to be true? 

well, I simply wanted to share those with yen . Montana and I s.tppom inevitably 
the Doig and Ringer past ldll be on my mi.rd f or tne next oouple of years yet , as 
m;y next book involves oharactars- -Jiek from Erflish Creek wil.l be back-~riving 
around Montana during its statehood centennial celebrations in 1989. Carol am I 
in fact will have t o do sme t raveling aroun:i t,y- motor bane, perhaps early this 
summer, in tne sarnew ay my characters are . I t should be interesting, ~ we hope 
.tun, although either of us has ever driven one of those monstrous motor homes, such 
as a Winnebago 25 or 30 feet loug. I guess we ' ll see if we can rent one in 
B11lil1gs, am head out for places such as Ekalaka end Jordan am Miles Citu . 
I'm intrigued by your JTle?ltl.on of 'fartjorie Duran::J in Phillipsburg , and we 'll indeed 
try to see her. Ona last bit before I cl oee2 my bool<B are now on audio cassettes , 
done by a roader who's not t oo bad (though a bit off with sone Montana terms, 
sooh as pronouncing l ogey "loggy"); if ycu have access to a tape recorder and 
would be interested in a b1 t of llsten:i.ng--actually, a book amounts to alx>ut 20 
sessions of 45 Jld.nutea each; Carol arrl I list en to one 45~ute s:We of a casette 
each night- I ' d happily loan you an extra set of Englisn Creek. If I do say so 
myself , it • s fairl y entertaining I A:rryw a.y, ln t JIB· !diOW if it 1 s some thine you • d 
likD, and meantime, our best to you and Jayce ard Pauline and all. 



7 May 186 

Dear Paul--

I •ve just finished m;r day ' s writing on my homesteader newel, an:i so had better 
try to bring ritySelf .from there in 1910 to the preserit time . One all too un­
fortunate rem:irrler of modern tines--we ' re getting our .first Chirnobyl rain toda;y, 
the first moisture with radioactive traces from that mclear plant fire in ttle 
Ukraine. Not even close to a risky level, the experts ket:p saying- but h~ anyone 
can think pf that stuff accumul.ati~ jn the air am water and earth without being 
gl\ll'll about it, I dor ' t savvy. 

R 'ever, it ' s not our currant perllous time but one of the past th at mcrle me 
think I ' d bettt:r drop you this line, an::l tell you about a World War 'l'wo trove af 
letters that has come to me, by way of Wally. At tt"at point a month or so before 
he died; vhen he was nain:i.J'€ his pallbearers Ito Dav-e , he also specified that I was 
to get a packet of letters JV mot\'Br ha::J written to him during the war. I ,.,.as 
greatly gratified--altho~h I have many photoe etc ., I •ve never had anything 
written by her--and so last Sunday I drove down to Dave ' s arrl picked UJ.r the 
packet from hiln . (Brief family report: John is now a tall polite boy, blorde as 
a barley field, and Shaney, who was a baby when you were helre, is a chattering 
charmer . My fat.her- in- law Frank was with me, am upon meeting him Shaney asked 
this 83-year-old gent, 11What 's your tnaJl8 ' s name?") 1'1hen I got home with the let• 
ters I noticed immediately they all were postmarked 1945. That told me 'What I 
was in for, am indeed it was the case: they were 11\Y mother ' s let lier s to Wally of 
the last six months of ha- life, the last letter only a week before her death . 
Also in the packet ware two letters from my dad to Wally in tb.e aftermath of her 
death, am s~veral letters from your mom, Granchna, throughout 1945. Grandma 's 
letters bring me to the immedi.a te reason for writing you : in one of tlBm was your 
letter of 28 May, 19L5 telling her you and Joyce are about to be married. (You 
were in lii.dgee, so as f savvy it, tte letter went .from Australia to Grandma in 
Wilsall, then back out int.a too Paci.fie to wherever Wally was on the Ault l ) Is it 
solllttbing you would like to have? I ask rather than forthwith sm:iingitbecause 
I kno.1 not everyore has my fascination with the past . Either wq, the letter is 
a coi;>le of piges, in pretty good con:iition, am I think quite charming as you 
recount the wedding prEparations etc. So, let me know if it ' s an artifact that 
that should make one more trip across the Pacific, a11 right? 

The other reason I write, Paul, entirely has to do with my interest. in tl:e past 
and bow fall'Ci.lles survive#, sometirres in spiteolf themselves. 1 fully kmw and 
wrote as !'rankly as I could in ~ House 2f. ~ about the bad feelings between 
your mom and J'IG" dad , in the years be.fore they miraculously mad e up , to bring 118 

u.p. These letters, which I find extraordinarily pcwerful emotional.ly, show that 
the situation between thEll\ was at least as bad as I ever thQt€ht. I kn<M you were 
far away from the scene, but do yo~ have any idea of what cane between them? It ' s 
plain that r.iy dad used the fact o.f ~ri~ a house with the old Wilsall ilMltllirer 
John Wesling against her, the year~ she cooked for Wesling; but that wasn ' t the 
first instance of a cook uroer the sane roof with an employer- -an:i it 1s mtirely 
similar to the way :lad ended up in life loli th your mother. So I tend to see that 
rankle of his as an excuse against her rather than a real. reas:>n. Any notions 
you. have as to when or why they drew apart so sharply, I 'd certainly welcane. I 
ask not for curiosity •s sake, or at least not only for that, but because it 
interests 100 enough to try write sometime , :naybe as fiction, a brief story of 
wbat took thEll\ apart--wh:ich would sho1-1 how all the more astouniing it was that 
they erx1ed up in life together, in some .term of love . One or the best critics 
of House of Sky says I'm actually writing about acconmodation, how people learn 
to accommodnt e to each o t her and the hard par ts of l.:.f e; I guess fua t 's right , 
am I 'm simply trying to search deeper how accommoda~on cm ~PEil • So, anythi~ 
you can think o£, I ' d be more than lBppy to hear, andJI please feel free to be 
frank about my dad , as I can become too writer rattur than the son to hear it. 

Other than deal.ll:g with surprise letter packets from 41 years aiJ> , I guess 
life is gatng much as us\Bl here. Carol is having an exceptio?Blly good 



tem of teaching, this spring, as sre ' s teaching only 2 classes instead o! 3-- but 
at full pay. In short, she ' s on 1./3 nedical leave, recompense for straining har 
voice a year ago last winter when she rad tD teach in a classroom with a broken 
furnace . So she ' s feeling good , the voice seems recuperat id, am we ' re both look­
ing ahead to summer . Mon tam. i sn 1 t in our pie 'tll re this year--I have to st8ir h tre 
at tre typewriter and finish this homesteader book--but in 1 87 we ' ll be rut there 
fer considerahle tinB . Here ' s hoping you am yours are well, and all the best 
from both of us • 



4 August •86 

Dear Paul am all- -

Excuse this gaudy let terhead piper; it ' s a printer ' s error (I estimate he 
made the l e tter head only about five times too big) that I •m trying t o l«> rk off 
on understarrling correspordents . 

We very much appreciated the photos of th9 young Moores. They look like a 
livel y clan. And thanks great ly for your r esponse to my question about my 
dad an:i your man, Paul- I t hink yoo. hit the mi l on the head with your answer. 
In tm letters I inher::I. t ad from Wally there are a couple .fran my dad to him, 
in the months after my mottmr ' s death, and it ' s plain fran them hCM stunned 
and grievi.n!! my dad was J the tact that she died out there in the mruntains, so 
soon aft er Arizona, Jl'lUBt have weighed terrifically on him. Yet I find from her 
letters to Wal ly t hat she felt livelier arrl healthier than I ever imagined sne­
could at that s t age of her life J her letter s ~ht up to a few days before her 
death shCM her goi~ right along with life . Anyway , I can well see hGJ people 
could come to cr oss-purposes in the aftermath of sonethi~ like that, especially 
with me, arxi the question of who oould best raiser.a , thrown into the bargain. 
So, I much appreciate your delvi~ back into nEmories that aren ' t the easiest 
or pleasantest to revisit . 

As to your letter about tte event of May 31, 1945- - bel.ated happy 4lst anni ­
versar,y, you two l - - it properly belongs with your family, and here it is , 
enclosed . I •va mroe a photocopy to put with your mom •a letter to Hally, for 
complateness of the record as I try to hang onto tll:! se f 11nily letters, and so 
the original is for you or Steve or whoever to keep . Actually, I think it o~ht 
to be framed am hung in the living room, as testimonial of a blushing groan-­
what do you think? 

Speaking of letter s as we have been, I tho~ht you might like to see the 
encl osed alipping . 

Not too muc h to repor t here J I ' m deliberately making this a quick brief 
note, so as to get t he wedding letter to you before I lose track of doing so • 
I oon tinue to bang away a t the h<JJJBsteader naval , and will be doing so the rest 
of this year. Carol and I are just back from Colorado, a J-da.y trip to a resort 
called Vail, 100 mil.ea west of Denver . I was invited th9re to speak to a group 
of about 60 presidents of Methodist colleges , all of lb om had read (or at least 
were assigned t o read) This House of Sky. I was told frankly that I was the 
"intellectual" relief from their other sessions on ftmi -raisi.~ , itubm decline in 
colleee enrolll'l'Bl ts , arrl so on. The Colorado Rockies wore spectacular; Vail itself 
18 at 8,300 feat in elevation, ll'ld we were out am around at 10-111 000 feet much 
of the timeo It truly nBkes the heart poun:1, exerting at those altitudes, and so 
we were careful in what litlile hiking we did. Now, it 1s back to hom011, and normal-­
enjoying the vegetable garden aro feroi ng wt. th friends passing ttrough on their way 
to the Vancouver world ' s fair. We hope you ' re all ttrivi ng- -best from us both . 



12 March ' 86 

Dear Paul- -

Sorry I haven • t managed to get back to yoo. sooner about the Social 
Security matter , but Carol ' s been dom with nu, I've had a 'Writing deadline 
to meet, aid letters just have not been in the picture. Anyway, such as I 
lmow of the Social Securi\v' is this: I called the Seattle office and the 
woman there said :sla:t would sen:l you a request postcard- -£rom the soUJ'Xls of 
1 t, you ' ll have to fill 1n that card and 1'!18il it back to Social Security, 
reque stin~ to know your Social SecUl"i tu cm tri oo tio m thr oq:-b. tha yoar s . 
This Seattle clerk also said she thinks you 111 mve to make any application 
f or Social Security ba'lefits through the U .s. Eribilssy--in Canberra, I suwosa? 
(A public library can probably get yoo. thut addre.,s , and just sandi. rg your 
letter to the ambassador ought to get it haniled b;y somebtdy on bis staff. ) 
I think if I were you , g1 ven bow slai ani coq:>lex the ~ erwork of all 
poverrlll'IEl'l ts i:3 , I 'd go mead and write that letter to the embassy--even 
before you receive the Social Security request card, unle3s it reachs you 
mapically fas t - -explaining yrur situation, your l9arS of At"fI!3' service am 
any otl'Br Soc:ial Security-co\Tered employrna'l t yoo. rrey mve had (before the 
war?) , your citizenship status, provide t hem your Social Securitu nwnbir, 
am ask ti1ww1+c their assistanco in finding out if you ' ro eligible for 
Social Security benefits . Jo~ thinking 'il.lre is that an Embassy m.'lY get 
quicker answers from Social Security tbn an imividual citizen; also, if 
you ' re told by the embassy that the firs t step i:; to send a reqoost postcard 
t o Social Security to fin.I out; yoo.r contri.butims, you ' ll already have thii 
un:ierway. 

Havi~ said t his much , I JliJI nair have to SfV this may not amount to 
anything for you . Carol is skeptix:al tm t it will, thinking th8t Social 
Security has a mnimum nwnb.r of years- actual)J" I believe th~ rn a.:.o.ur e it 
in quarters of ,ears , for some reason kne11n oncy to them--that your Anny 
service alone won ' t total. On the other ham, the fri.em af ours who 
recentl y began drawing Social Security on tho basis of his Marine caree 
(whidl was a full 20 years) thinks tm minimum ma7 have been dro~ J er 
abandoned . I am in the middle of these views, Jllerely' thinld.~ it can cost 
you just a bit of paper am postage to flnd oo.t one way or the other. So , 
t his is about as m.uch as I lmow, or apparontJ. y can do: it looks as if the 
U .s • embassy will have to Ca.rTy the ball ( tmy do carry the th1 ng in rugby, 
don ' t the,y?) for you , okay? 

We ' re within about 10 days of Carol's spring break from college , 
when we ' ll st>em a reaiptrative week on the Oregon coast . So~ all goes 
pretty well, it a bit too STrlftly', oore . Congrat.ulations to all on Ar.rry. 
Did I tell you I coincidentally have a character (not my most wi noone one, 
sot7ry to say) named Luke in this next book?- -Lucas t,o his Scotch friends , 
Luke to the Montanans . 

all best wi mes, a.rd g> 00 luck 



1 Dec . •85 

Dear Paul an:i all--
I was glad t.o get your letter, Paul; they're ahrays a delight . Mixed Elllotions 

here about the family health report: sorry to hear about the operations but relieved 
tt'ey weren 1 t wo rse than ttley" were . 

Well, we have snow here in Seattle, have had it for nearly 2 weeks and are getting 
damn t ired of it . The temperature was 19 when I got up fuis morning, and it pronptly 
sank to 16 . Two sizable snow-falls , 5-6 im l"Es each, hit us , r a re f or this city and 
ungodly early in the season--it •s still 20 days until "winter" here. Cal"ol has been 
walking to ~rk, about a mile up the hill to her college , and I 've stayed hunkered in 
here at my typewriter . Her college closee om day because of the snow--the enrollment 
i11XJ11c is nearly 5,000 students and virtually all of tt:!nem drive t.o campus --but kept 
open the other days despite sparse atten:iance . We bought a new car, our first-ever 
brand rsw car, t he day before t he sn <JJ, then looked at it sit out side through the 
rsxt several days of storm. Have driven it since t he n, an:i like it , especially the 
f r ont-wheel drive , which harrlles muc h better on snow, i c e , slush; it •s a im1:i Buick, 
which these days i s abcut t he s ize of a Homa or Toyota . Carol (she did the s hopping) 
looked at a Honda, but this car was about $5 ,500 less than a Honda would have been; 
Homas are selli~ like crazy in this country. The Japanese have r eally gi van the 
American car-makers a run for their money, these past several years . 

Like you, I'm awaiting a Chri stmas card report from Wally and Delores. Carol 
and I did make a trip to Mont ana this summer, but went past t'heir place abou t 5 :JO 
one morning arrl so we didn ' t barge in. F.dith Brekke r eported s'he saw Wally at the 
Ringling school reunion in August . Not only do I wish you guys could have been there 
for that, I wish I md beenJ We had company , paint~ of' the inside of t he house and 
sumry other chores to do, and so felt we just cculdn t afford ti.me for fue trip. At 
Marion Lucas •s behes t I donated one of those INSIDE 'IHJS HOUSE OF SKY photo books for 
a door p riz e , and Joe Pitman, soa of t he f ormer depot agent in Ringli?l'; , won it; I 
received a letter of thanks from his wife Betty airl then there was a note of thanks 
from Joe tagged onto that--Carol said it looked like Joa was a gr ade- s ch ooler being 
forced to write a thank you letter for a Christ11Bs gift . Anyway, i£ I heard right some 
400 people showed up--none ol t'hem of course the quality of you and me , Paul. 

The time we did spend in Montana, about 3 weeks, was fai rly disheartening this SW111ler. 
A terrif ic drought , maybe the worst of the cent tl"y. Crops were plowed under by the 
4th of July in northAra Montana, too short and scant to harvest , and hay was terribly 
thin . Carol and I were in Great Falls t he 2nd of July, when a big forest fire broke 
out about 40 miles from Whi te Sulphur, and that afternoon at 4 it was 100 degrees with 
a 55 mile an hour hot wim . Maybe you Aussies are used to that sort of thing , but we 
wilted in our tracks • Most of our time was around Helena, "Where we were able to 
borrow a house while f r i ends were i n Europe , and I gather ed some good r esear ch on 
homesteaders at the Mon ta.na Historical Socie~y. Didn 1 t get to see F.dit h Brekke , who 
was visiting other Br ekl<e s . I ' m about halfw83" through the writi ng of this homesteader 
novel, which will be ab out t he gran:ifather of t he boy J ick I wrote of in Eq;lish Creek. 

I appreciated the article about Jon Cleary. Coincidentally, I l:x:uf!'ht and read his 
best- known novel (here), The Sundowners , not too l ong ago; I had always liked the movie, 
arrl thought the book was dandy, too . Quite a number of Aus tralian writ ers are mald.ng 
their reputation in this country as their books show up here , and I say more p(llo(er to 
them. Inasmuch as &ntana is somewhat r egarded as part of the" "out backn here , I feel 
some kinship with t he p eople who write of your great spa:es ard geography. 

A wor d a boot cricket: Joyce and Viv , I admire your knowledge of it , but I •m in the 
baffled crowd with Paull The one match I ever saw was not i n Britain, but when I was 
in college near Chicago. Commonwealth students, nicknamed "The World", played the students 
from Iniia, arrl I gave up watching in exhaustion lilen the score was something like India 
210, The Worlrl 150 . 

That ' s about it from mre. We are steady m.d thriving , arrl very much ii hope this 
finds you so, t.oo . Let ' s oo keep in touch--this too- large world can starrl some of that. 

love to ever'ybody 



Dear Paul-
We greatly enjoyed your letter, and 1n these dark December mornings we '11 think of 

you atrol~ around the lagoon in the Australian SUJ!1!ler dawn. I envy you the birds, 
especially the black swans. Both Carol md I have a passion tor watch~ birds 1 and 
often go to a lo~ sandapit in the Strai t of Ju.an de Fuca to see the waterfowl. 

Given tt. t Del.ores is your correspommt 1 you lmow more of Wally than I do. (I upect 
a Christmas letter f'rom him any day, though . ) And or Dave, I don't know r.tuch More, except 
that he has persevered with his schooling to the point; where m could entEr the University 
of Washington this autumn; I think he takes classes in the m~ 1 ~es to his Boeing job 
in the afternoon. Dave does have an endeari?g aide. When he phonoo a ~S""' months ago to 
tell UB he ' d been accepted at tht University mid his years-lo~ quest tor a college 
education, a course or two at a time , oould nCM go on, he saids 111 never was known for 
doing things the easy wayl" 

In late October I spent a week in Mnntana making bookstore appearances for my new 
newel, and let llB think a bit here about people and places you might know. Brekkes, endleaa 
tall solenm friendly Brekkes appeared in the bookstores to 1 ey hello to m • Perhaps they 
were still out on the hcsnestead in yoor Ringling years , but l think I remanber th:i t Allee 
Brekke arranged a kind of reunion when you, Joyce an1 Viv were in Montana? In any case, 
this time too Brekkee were riale . Once 1t was Maynard sta.rding before me, then after a li tt 
while another was etarding toore, o sindlar l wasn't sure it wasn't Maynard back again. 
But no, I t.tdnk this one vas Larry. All this was happening in bookstore in downtcam 
Boze:nan, and then I went t.o the bookstore on the Montana State University, and in the line 
there was a tows-ing young bearded man 'fho looked !amiliar, oould he be ••• ? Yos, this one 
was the son of Olaf Brekk&! May the Brekkes go an forever, am it looks as if' they will. 
In Great Falls, a man came up and aaid was Fred Stevart, who Md taught school in 
Ringling around the time nry JT10ther was there . I met s:>:r.iobcxiy 81.se who was related to the 
ArthunsJ 80JTebody el.Be,, kin to too Kuhnes f~. A professor or ptdlosopby at Montana 
State U. in Boeemm is a descendant in the t~ of Tom and Mary Kerr of Sixteen . 
Astrurrling, tll! number or us in the world from Ringling and Sixteen. 

You womered bout our Scotland trip. We were there mo!'Jt of July aJXi it went well; 
indeed, with the strength c4 the Amari can dollar then our momy was orth more evm-y day, 
and so the cost of the trip was much less than we'd feared. Most of the time we lived in 
university housing-St . AndrG"Ja, Glasgow, Fdinburgb--mrl in Edinburgh had a f"umishacl flat , 
usually used f« graduate st.udent housing, on the Royal Mile a hmdred yards from the 
famous Castle. I managed to gather the research I needed fcrr the next novel, about people 
coming to bo st d :in Mont in the 1880•s, and Carol took photos of the tCMJlB and the 
lzdscape ro r • 

Since then, much of my time has gone into the promotion or my novel English Creek. (Not 
all tm reviews have been nearly s glG11ng as the one on the ck of this, but moat hwe 
been praising. } Tue publisher does soma, such as advert1.sing 1 but because my 11fame11 or 
wta tever 1 t is is mostly in this region-from Montana to re--I'm the om uho knows the 
most worthwhile bookstores to sign books 1n, tc., and so I do ma:h of the promotion effcrt 
myself . When I'm finished with it all on Dec. 15, I 'll have autographed ab:>ut 3,,000 bopies 
of my book {out of what we hope will be 2.5,000 copies &old, as a national total) . One of 
those, not so incidentally, will find its wq to tte Ringers ot Rockhampton, but J suwoae 
it'll take months . I just received a card fl-om my literary agent in London thanking me fer 
books I sent her--in August I I can't fathom how the"T handle overseas pa-celsJ it seems to 
me ships sir:ply don ' t go that al.ow an,y more, GO wh;y does it take isuch coloeaal. tirm? 

Before I sign off, thanks for the art1.cles ab mt Xavier Herbert . I much watted to read 
"Poor Fellow My Country" 'When it was published here a few years ago, but it was so immense 
an.'J the print was so small th& t I was daunted, arr:i I am not easily ~unted by a book. A 
number of Australians have strong literary reputations here a Thomas !aneally, whom I admire 
greatly; Elizabeth Jolley, Dav.id Ma:lout, John Hooker. 

Our best to you am yours , Paul, for 198'5 . irite again when the spirit moves yw--or 
sooner I 



17 Nov. •83 

Dear Paul, Joyce am. Viv--

I ~this oomes thro~h in decent shape . We've had an awful 
problemof the publisher shipping these books in this oountry; 
they seem to be just a size to slide around in whatever they ' re 
mailedf in, poke out the corners, am arrive damaged. I ' ve dlosen 
a tight-fitting envelope to try dei'eat that, but we ' ll see . Do let 
ne lmcw if tbe co\·er is badly da.Jllaged, m the publisher will provide 
ne extra ones and I can seni a decent om along to you. 

To me, this book is sonething of a mixed blessing . It's more 
rorrber than I'd lil<e , am I much wish the photographer had shewn 
sona of too people or the cruntry. But some of the photos are of 
the oountry yru visited, Joyce and Viv, and that yoo. grew up in, 
Paul, a.rD so I hope the book can be a mild sort of memento of yoo.r 
jourmy here earlier this year. I vory much wish we, and Dave and 
fami1y as well, had managed a less nmmllJ ooctic welcome when you 
carre to Seattle; I in particular re~ot having had the interned 
day to show you aroum here, but I knCM the lodging situation azn 
the weather argued for yoo. all to head back to Montana. Anyway, 
we 're exceedingly glad we had the evening of all of us together here 
at our hruse . 

All is well with us, althrugh s11 ll busy. This has been a 
relentless year . In August Carol ' s parents moved out here, after 
80 years in New Jersey, an1 she ' s put a lot of effort into gettiJll; 
them resettled . I've manwhile been battJ..i~ to finish 11\Y novel 
about Montana during the Depression, arrl am now just a few weeks 
from doing so . Thus far , 198.t looks 1i ke a saner year. 

Carol ani I were in M>ntana for a month this s UlTIMer, but in the 
White Sulph\r country oJlly for the 4tn of July, aro Wally am Dolcres 
weren ' t aroun:J. . We did get to R~ll~, and saw the Doig brothers 1 

alchol pl.ant in operation. 

An:l there's not too much else to rep<rt . You are in our thoughts, 
ani we ' re glad to have had the pleasure of see~ you three . Merry 
Christmas . 

"L ----



Dear Paul, Joyce and tanily 

150CL Lirnen Ave. N. 
Seattle, Wash. 98133 

Before l~ we ' 11 be off t o Mont.am to q>eni Christ.mas with Grandma. We 
can make only a srurt sta7 -- fly there on the 22d am back ham on the 26th -
but it •e bet~r th!ln nothi.116• She may have written you ttat she car:e out here 
to visit us tar atnut a week in Septertur when Wally drove out to see Dave md 
Nellie . Her health is prett.y 1;ood, especially fer sore om of ner ai::e, but she 
had g~oo da ys aid bad days . So far :Jl"e ueem p erfectly cap"l ble of living hy 
be reelf as she has been, and we a 11 think tm t • s the best thi~ she can be doi~ • 
Wally keeps an eye on her, arxl a nuJTber of her friends in tDwn visit her rod 
drive her up tarn far occnsions.l PhoppiJl; chores. So, while sre is not lCl as 
thoroughly vigorou'J as she was before her heart attack of e few )l'arB ago , soo 
see11'B to be do~ fairly well. 

I asswne Granirra has been keepi~ you. posted about the family affairs 
in Montana . Bud nor is in a nurs~ home in Helena; Grardn ea1d 1n her last 
letter she arxi Wally had visited him. I think he rm.y want to be moved to the 
nurs~ horre in White Sulphur (in the base?ll9nt of t lB haspital there) ~n there 
is available space . Also, as I urrlerstand 1 t Wally has filed for divorce from 
Jol'Ceo I really h"ve no noti<?n ~ what mppemd there, not having talked to 
either or theJll about i t. 

Now that Carol ' a sabbatical is bebim us , we ' re oo th back at work much 
as usual . This S\.D!Oter I edited an anthology about AJJ!eric an c:1. ty llie which will 
be publismd as a textbook in •74 , am just recently I finished a sar,,ple chapter 
ot anotb!tr book. Carol continues to teach journali51!1 and English at Shoreline 
Collage, still lild~ the job very much . 

I can' t recall how much I ' ve tDld you about our stay in Britain. We 
enjoyec' tom on le et winter; the weather was vory mild , and we walked all thro ~h 
t he city. In March we went to Wales , t"-n to Ireland , and early in Apri l to 
Scotland . I rtil:Hti didn 't manage to look up tte Doig ancestry t lere, because 
I 've never had any details about where the family can from. I did write to 
Dad ' s sisterlll Anna far some infonration, but. it came too late to be of any help. 
I was impressed, however, by how MUCh some par t s of the Higtll3nds look 111<13 
Montana. 

Late in Ai:ri 1 Carol' a inother a.rd father j oimd us f <r 2 weeks of sigbt­
aeeing in Bri ta1n and then a week in Hollani . We all new tn New York tor et.her , 
and Carol an:i I then drove across the U. S., visitil'8 frierds along tbe way. 
We wre travel-weary by tte tine we arrived back in Seatt~e, certainly . But i t 
is a trip we ' 11 treasure, perhaps a once-in-a-1.itetime ~rieme. 

This country is undergo:l~ sol:le contusion in tryirlf' t.o adjust tr.> the 
Arabs • petroleum shutdam. Oas rati ~ may be 1 n the of' fing , an:! rati ~ 
of heati.~ Dt !uel seeJ11S definit.e . Unhappily the Nixon goverml8nt seems unable 
to handle this sit uation - er ?1Bybe my other -- very well , and it mey be a 
t rou.blesor.ie winter for so111t people here. 

That ' s about the sum of tm news frolll us . I believe Grandma said you ' re 
sen~ a tape to her , so we '11 undoubtedly ht ar ttat at Christmas . 'We hope 
all is well with yoo. , and that you have a fine holiday season. 

best wishes 
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2u Dec. 1987 

Dear Paul-

After all these )'8&rs, the Natben St. . addr-ess goes into retint11Jent tran 
my acidrese book, ma? Carol and I vill think cL you now 1n your nat J our 
sole experience was the winter of '72-3 ve spent 1n Lon:ton, where ve pronpt.ly 
had to fcrget A.-.rican notians of fl.mi~ an "apartlrtent11 arxi learn to irquire 
about a "fut." A locating aemce wMl:M tt. t went b;y the name ot Dm•eraal 
Aunty aoon foum us oneJ yours aowxis cosier am acre veathe:otiftlt. 

Dave called last night , im1.t~ Q8 to fill in two places at their 
C~ trrBa dinner table vhere expected trierde bad to cancel out, an:i we regretted 
we •re already committed el&8'Ahere. Especi~v 111.nce Dave IU'd Mellie are ta~ 
rcast beet, and our dest1.nat.im 1a goi~ to feature tl~rkBTJ I did get to ... 
Dave a.rd his son Jotm, though, about three weeks ago Vien I vas agning tooka 
at e shopping mll down tovard their end of Seattle. Jobn is gr~ tall, and 
seems l!E.ybe to hare Nellie's quietnessJ I ga t mr boom Dave's report that it '• 
Shanie Beth who has inherited the McAfee gift of gab am mischief. Davo ruetully 
aays J o:vce is much entertained by the fact t~ t he now has a child of the poek;y 
aort he was . 

You're right that I am in the book-churning business as usual, am it davne 
on iie that I don't r0111Bnber hlving shipped a copy of tbe latest to Australia. 
I'll remedy that, just as soon as the poe tal sel"f'ice gets pmst Chris tm.a. Thia 
one is called Dancint !! thr- Rascal Fdr, and is the story of the grandparent• 
of the English c .,,ek characterSJ homesteaders to Montana, arrivi~ in 1889 em 
toll~ tb;;ir"ifies throur h the bif winter of 1919. It's been far and &Jtlrf 

117 • ost eaccessful book in teM'lls of aa:l.es aro noticeJ I'll try think t.o ineert 
Vith r-iur COJJ7 of the book a aUJ>le 1nterv:i.,, done by a young 11>nan nC11 on the 
Tacoma 1u111spaper wbo liTed scn9 JWare 1n Montana. 

Al.80, at the risk of dragging )'OU along ll9!l017 lme, I wanted to pa.•• al~ 
to you, Paul, some of the momenta !'Te tad this autwm u p90ple out of our 
Montana past would caae up to • 1n boo lartores er spea ~ balls. I found a 
lot of those QCl!lEl'lte Tery surprising, am mny of them emotionally mm!~. In 
no pa.rticulr ordsr, here's a 1.1.at ot s~ of those people& 

--F.ditb hklce, not a surprise, because ve see bar ocauional.17 in Helena, 
but just a pleasures dressed 1n a bardaa.e rustet i-nta •uit, loo~ wry trill 
am apU'f7. 

-an elderly gent 1n &tte, vho•e n-. I didn't rec~nise but vbo tad aome 
darn to the bookstore in his beat (quite ancient) •uit Sid tie to let me know 
he used to fetch the mil to "Anna" Doig J I can •t recall whe re tM.t was, but I 
think at one ot the little 2'>0ts along t.be MilvaukM Rom. As vhat he vu telli~ 
about occurred l~ before I did, ve bad a disconnected oonnraation-intersperaed 
vi th hie exelamatiorm of "How about that I" --with ., tty~ desperately to Neall 
distant details of 111)" aunt Anna •s l.il'e ao I a:>uld f'i«ure out vhat be vu t.al.k::1.f€ 
a brut . Only after be le.rt, vit.h me still bafned but vi.th him having gone ~ 
har.py, did I !"ealise he vas tal.k:i.Jl: about tty gram111ot.her, Annie Qaq>bell Doig, 
arrl not Anna--&ro I would tETe loved to hlve asked hi.Jn 8011\e t.h.1~ about her I 

--in Salen, Oregon , artl.n the booksigni.T{" a guy apprOBched m, pulled .f'ran 
his pocket an ol d sepia photograph of a very wide>WCl'l\9.?l sitting with a vrry l of ty 
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flVl1l et.atxlj nr ct:: r·ect.ly boh1n1 her, anrl asY..ed N , "Do you lcnCM -who thes~ are?"' I 
s aid , "The--.f look l i lm Kate a nd WaJ.ter 8-dgett," mld ao th ey p-oved to be. It?e 
lost track , Paul, v be t her t he ll&dge ttn were aroum R1nglif€ vhen 700 were a lad 
as "711.Ch as they were the f flW ,ears I liftd there with Oicldl'll8J but in 'lllY ti.me 
tt.ey 11 ved in the bungalow jwrt down the elope am • bit to the n @ht of Granhaa •• 
house. D1.reetl7 d01tnelope from Ute Breldc8111, in ISidi other words. Am the;y Wl"e 
111.l.ghty people in our liYes , GnndJia '• closest tri-'ds, outsise 1n all ~-late 
nos91, orne17 ad kind o!' queenlilca, all in ems, vbile Walter vu u eloquaitJ7 
aottspolaen a s he vu tower1~. The photo-bearer was, I think, W&l.ter•a gram­
nepbev, and he ea.id he has one other ~eture of Walter, as a guard on a lanau 
peni ten ti ry ctai.n gang. 

-~d fiM l ly this , f rom E~ene, Oregon, when 1 did a reading a t t he Universit;r 
of Orer on a f err1 weeks ago. AJ!l1d the people wanting to talk to me afterward, a 
good-loold.nf but plainly dres sed J!mt evidently in hi.a earl,y sixtJ.ee aa1d, a bit 
bes i t ant ly : "You ' re a bus7 man here. I t I coo.ld, I vant.ed to talk to y ou about 
7our grandparente." I vao teying to get avay to BUR>er with a hierd, am tigi.red 
I lld.ght be in for whet 60llletimes happens, a ~nson telling Ile a tale about their 
awn tBrnil.y t ha t sameth:i.ng I 1 ve writ t Mt l"m!liJJj s ttwm of • I • aid politely • I 
could, "Yeah , I am bus7, I 'm afraid . What about Mint~ grandparents?" Hes •1 
knew Tom and Bes s ie." Well, bis naJQe ie Jim Haning, and again I don 1t knnw if 
be '11 ch:1lne in TJ!.lr' PBl\Ory'J hut ~ was a boy on a ranch Mar Goat Mountain in tbe 
Wi::.Sall count ry vlY!n you Ri.nger:s fir s t 0 8111e to Montana. If I b<l\re it rlgbt, 100!" 
tollcs s tayed , or wat+.ed at , t he Waning r nreh at m me point early in their Montana 
life . Jim said be remerrb er ed pl.eying wi t h l:\V' mothw-I didn 1 t hnve t he w1 t to u k 
if he r erremtered you- -and ha had a couple of stories to pass along. Both are 
abou t Granrllna, who made a real nark i n his m n ory. Yom- dro wa.s daing jame wagon 
freigh ting of somekim into Yellowstone Park , and Grandma went wi th him. In the 
tent at night, alE was awakened ti.JM aJ¥1 again by same sound she cwldn't identify, 
a kim of big BWOP. tfo creature slE had ever heardJ wty ~tifying. Next momi.ng, 
ahe fwnd t hat tbe canp ba:i been pi t ched near to SCll.ne of Yellowstone's boill~ u 
pots, blooping ~rril.y away. The otbe r stcry-yoa '11 kn<M better t h mi I whether 
this actually fi t s your dad a..'ldm 111e111 in all its parM.culars--again is abw.t a 
wagon t rip, when your dad turned the reins ewer to Grandma while h!t did ecme 
fiddle p~ to while away their travel tim e His fiddling BlOlled am Ill.awed, 
W'ltil at last he vas dming. Gz-andna, stu:k vitb tbe dri\l'ing chore, angrily 
THred the tea and tragClll into tbe stones at the aide « the rmd, jouncing ta. 
Ringer rudely awake-he de?IW'ds to kncaf, can't she even dri.'99? vltle •I'm d81181d• 
to know, can't he nm fiddle? lblt do )"OU think, Paul-a likely tale, or ~mt 
one of thooe that ourht to be t rue? 

Well, I simply W81ted to share t hos e vi th ,.m. Mont ana am I azppole i.nevitably 
the Doig mid Rirl; ar past will be on my mm for the next muple of years 19t, ae 
m;y next book involves characters-~iok f'ro111 &liah Creek will be badc-dri~ 
aroun:! Hantma dm-~ its stat.eh* centenni oelebrations in 1989. C&rol am I 
in tact will han to do sa11e .traveling aroam "¥ llOtcr belllt, perblpe earl7 thS. 
sunner, in the aaaew q my ch .. aeters are. It should be interesting, imd ve hope 
1'un, alt.hough either af us has ner driYen one of thoae monstrous aotor balllea, auoh 
as a Winnebago 25 or 30 feet loug. I gaeas we'll eee it ve oan rent one in 
B1llings1 am bead out for pl9Cea BUCh aa Ekalaka and Jonian am Mi.lea Ci.t," • 
I •m intrigued by your 1nen t1 on of Marjorie Duram in Phillipsburg, and ve '11 indeed 
try to see her. One last bit before I cloeea rq books are now on audio cuaettu, 
doM by a rea:ier vho 1 s not too bad ( tboug h a bit off lid th eoim Montana terms, 
Bl.C h a s pronoW'lci.ng logey ttlogg;y") J if 7c.i ba"Ve access to a tape recorder ard 
would be i nterest ed in a bit of llstening--aotl.B~, a book amounts to al:x>u t 20 
session; of L5 Minutes ea.oh J Carol am I lis ten to one h5-mi.nute sld e of a cue tte 
each night- I ' d happily l oan ;yoo an ext r a se t of Eq;lieh Creek . If I do s ay so 
n~'"S C'lf , it ' s f a:'..rl y entertaim.ng & Aeyw~· , kt JIB bio\I 11 i t 18 somethinf you ' d 
11 ke , a.nci tooantime1 our best to yoo and Joyce an:i Pauline am all. 
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L August •86 

Dear Paul arrl al.1-

Excuse this eaudy lett.erhead ?1P9rJ it's a printer's error (I estimate he 
made the letterhead ~ about fi"" till'les too big) that I •m t1'71 ng to t«> rk off 
on undsrstmrlint' corresporrlents. 

We Terr much appreciated the photos of th! y~ Moores. Tmy look like a 
lively clan. And thanla! rreatly tor your response to 1"Y Question about my 
dad am your mClft, Paul-I think ;you hit the 11111 on the head with 100r 111swer. 
In th! lett.ers I inherited from Wally there B!"e a couple .frCl'I\ my dad to him, 
in the months after 11y motb3r •s death , and i t •s plain frCl'll them bow stunned 
am ,r.tm..n f!" ff"'!' dad was J t he fee t that ehe died out t here in the 1'lCllntainB, so 
soon after Ari zona , must have we~hed t e:-rifically an him. Yet I find from her 
letters to Wa l ly thRt BM felt liv elie!' am healthier than l ever imagined sne 
could at that etae-e of her life J her letters M(h t up to a few days before her 
death show her poill' right along w:!th life. Arrywa:y , I c an well see hCJf people 
could COl'lle to C!'Oss-purposea in the afterrmth of sonethi~ like that, espec:i.ally 
with me, a.rd the question of who oou ld best r ais e JT1t, t hrown into the bargain. 
So, I mt¥:h appreci ate your delv.1.~ back into 'llE!nories that aren't the easiest 
or pleasantest to revisit. 

As to your l e tter abou t t oo event of May 31, 19L5--belated happy 41.et anni­
versary, you b.foJ--it properly ~longs with your family, am here it is, 
encloaed. I 've 11111:1 e a photocopy to put with your mom• e l e tter to Wally, for 
COl'llpletsness of the record as I try to hang onto tt.3 s e fmnily lettEra, aid so 
the original i s for you or Steve or whoever to keep . Actually, I think it o~ht 
to be framed arrl hung i n the living roan, a s testimonial of a bl UBhil'lf groClll­
what oo you think? 

Speekinf? of letters as we have been, I thott'h t you might like to eee the 
enclosed clipping. 

Not too ateb to report be re J I'• deliberately mAld..ng this a quick brief 
note, so as to get the wed~ letter to you before I lose track of doing eo. 
I continue to ~ away at the hcneateader naval, and will be doing ao the rest 
of 1hia ;year. Carol and I are just back from Colorado, a )-day trip to a resort 
called Vail, 100 miles west of Denver. I was invited thAre to speak to a grou p 
of about 60 presidents of Methodist colleges, all of Viom had read (or at least 
were aaa~md to read) Th.is HoUBe cl Sky. I was told frankly th at I ws.8 the 
"intellectual" relief f rom their other eessi.OM on fum-raisi.~, •••b• decline in 
colleee enrolll!Bl ta, a rrl so on . The Colorado Rockies we re spectacular; Vail itself 
1~ a t 8 , J OO fee t in elevation, 211d we were out a.rd around at 10-11,000 feet much 
of the time. It trul.,,. Jlll kes the heart pourrl, exertinr. at those al ti rodes, and so 
we were caref ul 1n what littl e hikinf we di d . Now, i t' s back to h<nEBl, and nonnal­
enjoy.l.nr t he vere t able parden mrl f errli n r with friends p assing ttrough on their way 
to t he Vancoove:- world ' s fai r . We h ope- yot. ' re all t tr ivi ng--bes t f rom us bot h . 
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Dear Plf•1l --

J •ve jur.t fjrdshed 117 day ' s vritiq- on~ banesteader r1cwel , mrl eo had better 
tr;y t o hr:i np, r-_r.;1·lf fror. ttt.£:re j n 1910 to t~ present time . One all t oo un­
!ortwvd,o r errtJ.rrler of t1odern t 111es--we ' re getting our !'1rst Chirnobyl r ain todq, 
the fj rat moi s t ure wi t h radioac tive t races from t hat mi: leer plAnt fire in the 
Ukraim . Not even clo8e to a r.i sky level, the experts keEf' saying , but hOf an,one 
can thl nY. pf that stuf !' acc\nule ti~ j_n the air ard water and ear th ld. thou t be1~ 
glum about it, I don ' t savvy. 

Ho•.-1ever, it •s not our currant perilous time but one of t he pas t th at mcrle .., 
thin k I ' d be t t;?r drop you this line, am tell you abrut e Wor ld War Two trove of 
lett e r s t hat has come t o me , by way of Wally. At tha t point a rnontb or eo bef ore 
be di~d, when he was n~ hit pallbearers tto Dave, be also specifie d tha t I was 
to get a packet of letters ll'IY motrer ha! written to him durint the wa r . 1 was 
gre.;it l y gratilied--altho~ h I '-1ve JTmy photoE etc., I •ve never tmd anyt~ 
written by her- -and so last Sunday I drove dC7rm to Dave's arrl pidce d UJJ the 
packet from him. (Brief ! anlly reports John is now a tall polite boy, blonde u 
a barley .field, and Shaney, who was a baby whe n you we re hBee, is a chattering 
charmer . Y.y f ather-in-law Fr ank was with ine, an:! upon meeting him Shaney asked 
this 83 -yee.r-ol d gent, " lhnt ' s yocir "8Jl8 •a name?" ) When I got home with the let' 
ters I noticed immedia tely they all were postmarkBd 1945. That told me what I 
vu in for , am i ndeed i t was the case : trey were~ Jlotber ' s l e tters to Wal.ly ot 
ttE l ast six months of hEr life , t he l as t letter only a week befor e her death. 
Aleo in t he packet were two letters fro11 llY dad to Wally in tbe afterJ118th or her 
death, am s 13veral letters .from your mom, Grandma, throl.f' hout 19L5. Grandma's 
letters brinr me t o the immed:ia te reas:>n for vri ting you' in one of tl'Em was your 
letter of 28 May, 19L5 telling her you and Joyce are al:x>ut to be married. (You 
vere in Hidgee, so as f savvy it, t tE letter went f rom Australia to Grandna in 
Wileall, then back out i nto ttE Pacific to whe rever Wally was on the Aultl) le it 
something you woold like to have? I ask rather ttan forthwith ssxiingitbecauee 
I know not everyone has J11Y fascination wt th the past. Either vq, the letter is 
a co1.4>1.e of i:s ges , in pretty good cordi tion, aJd I think ~te charming u )'OU 
recount the wedding p~ratians etc. So, let .., know if it s an artifact that 
that should make one more trip across the Pacific, a11 right? 

The other reason I vri te, Paul, entirely has to do vitb rq interest in the past 
aJd how fud.lie& &urvivef, SOJQet.:iMS in epi.teaef tha•e1V8Se l fully JaBV and 
wrote as frankly aa I could in ~ Houae 2f. .2!st about tbe bad feelings betJfeen 
;your •om 8'ld ~dad, in the ,ears before they lli.raculausly •• up, to bring• 
up. These letters, whic h I !ind extraordinarily pc11erful motionBlly, show that 
tbe situation between tbs was at least as bad as I ever thQl€ht. I kn<11 you were 
tar away from t he scene, but d o yo~J_la1'e any idea of vhat came betveen them? It's 
plain that vry dad used the fact of

4 
stllri~ a hwae v.ith tbe old Wilsall .....,.,r 

Jotm Wesling against her, tte years she cooked for Wesli~J but ttat wun't the 
first i nstance of a cook un3er the eane roof vittl an e111plo,ar--an:i it'• m tireq­
aillilar to the way- Dad ended up in life llith your llOther. So I tend to aee that 
rankle of his as an excuse agai:ns t her r ather than a real reuo n. Ar&7 notions 
you have as to when or w~ t hey drew apart so shazply, I 'd cer~ welcC1118. I 
ask not for cw1.osity •s aake, or at lee.st not only for that, but because it 
interests m enough to try writ e sometime, maybe as fiction, a brie f at.oey or 
what took t hsn apart--which would show h<11 a ll the more astow1U~ it was that 
thiJy erd ed up in life t.o getber, in eome term of love. One o! the best crltios 
of House of Sky says 1 111\ actually writ.i~ about acco11111odation, how people learn 
to acc onrnodde to e ach other and the hard parts of l i fe; I f§less tnat 1s riiht, 
a.rd I •m simpl.,v trying to search deeper how-accallnOdation OS'l ~pen. So, mythi~ 
you can think of, I'd be more than happy to hear, S'l dJD please feel tree to be 
frank abou t my dad, as I can become t te wr1 ter rath 8" t han t he Sml t.o hear it. 

Other than de~ with surprise letter packets floom Ll years &fP , I guess 
life ie gain g much as us1.al here . Carol ie tBving an axceptiomlly good 

t 



I 

) 

t.em of teach~, this spring, as s~ •s teaching only 2 classes instead ~ )-but 
at full pay. In short, she 'a on t/3 111Bdiall leave, recompeme f or st.raining her 
"Yaic e a yes.r ago la st winter wben she md tZ> teach in a classroom with a brokan 
furnace. So she ' s feeling good , the voice see111> recuperated, am we ' re both look­
ing ahead to summer. Montana isn 't in our pictu re this year--I have to stq h .. e 
at UE typewri t.er and finish this hcnesteader book--but in • 87 we '11 be rut there 
fer c~Biderable tinB . Here ' s hopi~ you am yours are well, and all the best 
from both c£ ~ • 
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12 March ' 86 

Dear Paul-

Sorry I tmven •t l'IBnaeed to get back to ym BOoner about the Sociel 
Security matter , but Carol 'a been down with nu, I've bad a vri ting deadl.im 
t o meet, md letters j ust have not been in t he picture. Anyvtq, such as I 
know of t he Social Securitu is thias I cal.led the Seattle office and the 
wcmm there said she would sem 70u a request postcard-fn>111 the aouros of 
1 t, you'll haTe to fill in tt.tt card and mail it back to Social Security, 
requesting to know your Social Secrl 1¥ ca; tri Qi tions thr o~ the year s . 
This Seattle clerk also said s he thinks 7011 'll iBve to make any application 
fer Social Security bEr'lefits thr°'€h the U. S. UUB87-in Caiberra, I suwose? 
(A public library can probably get you tha t address, and just sendirg your 
letter to ttm aJllbassador ougbt to get it hart! led b,y somelxdy on his staff.) 
I think if I were ,ai, g1. Yen hOW' slow arrl conpl.ex the ~ ervork of all 
p-oveMlftl'lts is , I ' d go mead 81d write that letter to t he embassy-even 
bef cre you receive t he Social Security request card, unleas 1 t reachs you 
ma~cally f as t--explai.ning ywr situation, your years of A.rnry servic e am 
any otter Soc:ial Security-covered employnm t yoo my tllYe had (before the 
war?), your citil enship status , provide thsn your Social Sectri 1U nunbcr , 
am ask ti1 411 t~ir assistance in finding out if you 're eligible for 
Social Security benefits . ?-ty thinking b!re is that an an bas87 may llet 
quicker answers from Social Security tbn an imividual citi&enJ also, if 
yoo 're told ~ the embassy that the first step is to send a reqoost pos tcard 
to Social Securiv to firxi out yair contributi ons, you'll already have tht 
umerva7. 

Havi~ said this aJCh, I dJl now baYe to B87 ibis ~not mnount to 
anything for 101• Carol is skeptical tm t it will• thinking that Social 
Sect.ri t7 h~ a mini.lam nwnbar of 1881"8--act~ I baline thfl" 11easure it 
in quarters of ,ears, fer some reason knom on]J' to them--that your Anny' 
service alone won't t.otal. On tne other ham, the triem of ours who 
recently began drawi.~ Social Security m t he basis of his Marine carem­
(which was a full 20 year s) thinks too minimum may have been drowe d er 
abandoned. I • in tbe ldddle of these uews, merely thinld.~ it can cost 
70u just a bit of paper am post.age ti> And oot ooe ·~ er the other. So, 
this is about as 11uch as I knOW' • or apparently can do i 1 t lookB as 11' the 
U .s • embas91 will m ve to carry the ball ( ttEy do carry the thing L"l rugby, 
don't they?) for ;yoo., okzvT 

We're within about 10 days of Carol's spr~ break from college• 
when we'll spem a reaip!rati -ve week on the Oregon coast. So, all goes 
pretty wll, it a bit too swiftly, here. Co~tulat1oD8 t,o all an Ariry. 
Did I tell you I coincidentally have a character (not ~most w:imsome one, 
sotJr;r to say) named Luke in thi s nex t b.:>ok?-Lucas to his Scotch friends, 
Luke to the Montanans. 

all be st wl mes' am g:> cx1 luck 
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Dear Paul aTd all--
I was ~lAd t.o get "1'0111' letter, Paul; t hey're ~ ayE a delight. Hixed anotions 

btre about tte !ami.~ heal.th repcrt: eorry to hear abo.it the operations but relie-ntd 
tbty weren't 'WD roe than they were. 

Well, we hive eriaw here 1n Sea ttle, have had it fer nearly 2 week5 and a re getting 
damn tired m it. The tsnperature was 19 when I got up thits morning , and it pronptly 
sank to 16. 'IVo sizable snowfalls, .5-6 irx:hee each, hit us, ri..re for this civ md 
uneodly early in the eeason--it •s still 20 days until "winter" here. Car ol me been 
walking to l«>rk, about a mile up the hill to her ooll.ege, and I •ve stayed hwiY..ered in 
here at my typewriter . Her college closed one d2y because of the snow--the enrollment 
tsx:m is n early S , 000 stt.:dents and virtually all of tt:!i.er. drive t.o campus --but la.1pt 
open the nthe r days despite sparse atterrlanoe . We booght a new car, our first~ver 
brand Jl!IW car, the day before the S'lCJol, then lool<Ed at it sit out side t hrough the 
next several days of stonn. Have driven 1 t since then, arri like it 1 especially the 
front-wheel drive, which harrlles much better on ~ow, i c e , slush; it's a ilD::t Buick, 
vhich these days is abOJ t the size of a Homa or Toyota. Carol (she did t t"w:! shopping) 
looked at a Honda, but this car was about $5 ,SOO less than a Honda would have beenJ 
Homae are eellinp like crazy in this country. The Japanese have r eally g1 van the 
American car-makers a nm for their money, t hese past several years . 

Like you, I •m awaiting a Christmas card r eport from Wally and Delores . Carol 
am I did mke a trip to Montana this Sll!IT'er , rut went past tt"w:!ir place about 5 i)O 
one morning arrl so we didn 't barge in. Edith Brekke r eported s he saw Wally at the 
Ringling echool reunion in August. Not only do I wish you guys could l'£ve been there 
for that, I wish I Bid been J We had company , p~int~ of t he inside of t he hOU6e and 
sun::iry other chores t.o do , and so f elt we just cruldr. t afford time for 1he trip• At 
Marion Lucas 1s behest I donated one <f t hose n :Sl!H. 'Ill r.:> HOUSE OF SKY photo boo kB f or 
a door prize , and J oe Pitman, soa of t he forrrer depot agent in Ri.ngli~ , won itJ I 
received a letter of thanks from his wife Betty arrl then there was a note of thankB 
trom Joe tagged ont.o that-Carol said it looked like Jre was a grade-schooler being 
forced to write a thank you letter for a Christms gift. Anyway , if I heard right &Olllle 
LOO people showed up--none 0: ttem of coorse the qtE.lity of you and ne , Paul. 

The time we did epend in Montana, about 3 weeks, was fairly disheartening this 8UJllD8r. 
A terri f ic drought, maybe the wor s t of the cent ury. Croj:6 were plowed under by the 
Lth of July in northAra Montana, t,00, short and scant to harvest , and h~ was terribly 
thin. Carol am I were in Great Falls the 2nd o! J~, when a big forest fire brolca 
out about hO Miles fro:m White Sulphur, and that afternoon at L it was 100 degrees lli.th 
a $5 mile an hour hot wirXI . Maybe you Aussies are used to that sort of thing , but ve 
wilted in our tracks. Most of our time was around Helena, wh ere we were able to 
borrow a ho~e whi. le friend s were in Europe 1 and I gathered sane good r esearch on 
homesteader s a ':. the Montana Historl. cal Society. Didn ' t get to see Edith BrekE , who 
vas TI.Bit~ ott"w:!r Brekk!!s. I'm about halfway through the writing of this homesteader 
novel, whi ch rlll be about the granifatoor of the boy J ick I wrote of in Elfill&h 2!:!!!• 

I appreciated the article about Jon Cleary. Coincident ally , I boo~ht and read h1..8 
best-knawn no-.el (he re ) , The Sundol-m era, not too long ago; I had aJJ.r ays liked the lllavi.e, 
arrl thought the book was daDdy, too. Quite a number of Aus tralian wr i t ers are making 
their reputation in this country as their books show up here , and I s~ more pcwer to 
them. Inasmw:h as Montana is somewhat r egarded as part of the" "out back" here, I feel 
some kinship with the people who write of your great sp a::es am geography. 

A ward abou t crickot : Joyce and Viv, I admire your knowledge of it, but I ' m in the 
baffled crowd with Paull The one match I ever saw was not in Britain, but when I was 
1n college near Chicago. CollllllOnwealth students, nicknamed "The Worl d" , played the students 
from In:iia, am 1 gave up watching in exha us tion men t he s core was SCITl! thing like India 
210, The Wo rld 150. 

That ' s about it from tare . h'e are steady m d t hrivinr , arri ver;. much a hope this 
finds you so, too . Let ' s d:> keep i n to....c h--this too- lzrra "'orlrl can stan:i some of t hat . 

love to everybody 
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;,9&; :- It. i.J --
~ rreatly enjoye·; yo'Jf' letter , and 1.ri t heoo dar k l.JecS""J' e::- ma-nir.p: we. '11 b ,1ru· of 

7ou 1trolliJT around t he lagoon in t he Aunt ralia n au fll"ler dmm . l envy you th£ bjror; , 
especia ll.y t he black svana. Both Carol m d I have a pa ssion tor watctiirc bi rds , aoo 
otten go to a loJ'{" aandspit in the Stra1 t of J uan de F uca to •&e t he waterfowl . 

GiYen tt-e t Delores 18 your eorresporrlent, you knOk" more rL Wally than I do. (I expect 
a Christmas letter trom hi.II any day, though.) And of Dave, I don't know u uch more, ucept 
that he has persevered w1 th bis echooli~ to the point where he could enttr the Univernt.J­
of Washington this a ut.umnJ I think be takes classes in the 111~, goes to his .Boeing job 
in the afternoon. Dave does have an endea~ aide. When he phoned a ~ew J11C11tha •o to 
tell us he 1d been accepted at 1he University Sld his )'ears-1~ quest tor a college 
education, a course or two at a time, ex>uld nCM go on, he said: "1 never was known for 
doing thinr s the easy va,yl" 

ln late October I spent a week in Mnntana making bookstore appearances for MY new 
navel, and let JTe think a bit here about people and places you mi&ht know. Brekkes, endlea1 
tall solemn friendly Brekkes appeared in the bookstores to eay h~llo to DB. Perhaps thq 
were still out on the hanestea.d in yoor Ringling yeers, but l think I rerrenber tt.t Alice 
Brekke arranged a kind of reunion when you, Joyce a.rd Viv were in Montana? In any cue, 
this time t he Brek1'.es were mle. Onoe it was Maynard atan:i ing before me, thm after a 11 tt: 
while another was standine ttsre, ao s imilar l wasn 't sure it wasn ' t Maynard back again. 
But no, I t hink this one was Larry. All this was ~ppening in a bookstore in downtom 
Bozeman, and then I went tr> the bookstore on the Montana. State University, and in the line 
there was a towerif€ youne bearded man who looked f amiliar, oould he be ••• ? Yes, this one 
was the son of Olaf Brekke 1 May the Brekkes go on forever • arrl it looks _a s if they ville 
In Great Fal l s, a J11Bn came '4> and said ~ was Fr ed s te.,art , who had t aught school in 
Ringl ing arounrl tire time~ mother was tilere . I met s:>tlebcxiy elst wl'io was r elated t.o the 
Arthun.s J so1mbody else , kin t o ttl: Kuhnes fani~· . .A p:-of 6ssor o!" r ~..j_lo&OJ-•hY at Montana 
State u. in BalelT611 i s a descendant in t..'if. fami~- of Torn snd hary h.err of Sixteen . 
Astrurrling , ttE nW!l~r of us in t h£ world froJTI hinglinf and Six teen . 

You worrlered about our Scotland trip . We were t he re mo~t of July aro it went wellJ 
indeed, with the strength of t he Amerl can dollar then our MOney was worth more every dq, 
and eo the cost of t t-e trip was much less than we ' d feared. Most of the time we lived 1n 
university housing- -St . Andrews, Gl.e sgCM, Fdinburgh- -e.n:l in Edinburgh ha::l a fumish«i !'lat, 
usually used fer graduate st.udent housing, on the Royal Mile a hurored yards from the 
famous Castle . I m naged to gather the research I needed for t he next novel, about people 
coming to homestead ~ n Montana in the 1880 ' s , and Carol took p hot os of t he towns and t.be 
la-idscape for me. 

Since tten, mooh of J1tY ti.me 'has gone into the promotion of my novel Ebglish Creek. (Not 
all tre reviews have b&ml nearly as glClli.ng as the one on the m c k of this , but mo:st h•• 
befl'l praising . ) The publisher does some, such as adverti si ng , but because my "tame" or 
vts t.ever it is is mostly in this r egion- from Montana to re re-I 'm the one wbo knows the 
11ost worthwhile bookstores to s ign books in, etc ., and so I do mooh of the promotion ertcrt 
111yself. When I 111 finished with it all on Dec. 15, I '11 have autographed about J ,000 tltpie• 
of my book (out of what we hq>e wi ll be 25, 000 copies ~ld, as a national total). One ot 
those, not so i .ncidentally, will firxJ its wq to tbt Ringers of Rockharnpton, but I euppm• 
it •11 t ake 1nOntha. I just recei ved a card f'rom my 11 t.erary agent in London thanking • tat' 
books I sent har--in Auguatl I can't fathom h<M they handle overseas prcels J it seeu t.o 
me ships einply don 't go tllat slow any more, so why doef' it t ake s ooh coloesal tim9? 

Before I sign off, thanks far the articles ab OJ.t Xavier Herbert . I mooh waited t.o read 
"Poor Fellow My Country" when i t wae publishe d here a few years ago , l:ut it was so illmenae 
am the print was so small thc.t 1 was daunted, arxi I an not easily daunted bye book. A 
number of Australians have atro~ literary reputations here i Thol'las lteneall.y, whom I admire 
grea tJ.y J Eliza be t h Jolley, David Malouf, John Hooker . 

Our best to you am yours , Paul, for 1985 . ~·/rite again whe n t he spirit moves yw --or 
sooner J 
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17 Nov . •BJ 

Dear Paul, Joyce arxi Viv--

I hope_ this comes throt.t'. h in decent smpe . We 've had an awful 
pr oblemof t he publisher shipping these books in this rountry J 
they seem to be just a s ize to slide around in whatever they're 
mailedt in, poke out the corners , aro arrive damaged . I'?e dloeen 
a tight-fi t t:inb envel ope tD try defeat that, but we'll s ee. Do let 
Ire kn°" if the cove r is badly damaged , as t he publ.is her will p rovide 
JTe ex tra ones and I can sero a decent om along to you . 

To me , this book i s sorrething of a mixed b less:ine . I t ' s more 
rorrber t han I ' d like , am I much wi s l1 t he photogr apher rnd shorn 
s one of t he people of the carntry. But some of trn phot os are of 
t he m untry yoo vi.sited , Joyce and Viv , and that yru grew up in, 
Paul, arrl so I hope the book can be a mild sort of memento of yoor 
jourmy here earlier this year . I very much wish we , snd Dave and 
family a s well, had managed a less ..,m.,.. hectic welcome when you 
cB.JTB to Seattle J I in partic ula r re~--Ynot ha.ring had the i .ntemed 
day to show you arowxl here, but I knm the lodging situation an:i 
the weathe r argued f or yoo all to head back to Montana . Anywa:y, 
we ' re exceedingly gls d we had the evening of all of u.s toe eth ES" here 
at our brose. 

All i s well with us , al th ooph sti 11 busy. This has been a 
relen tless year . In Aug us t Carol ' s parent s moved out here , a f ter 
BO years in New Jersey, am s he ' s put a l ot of e f f ort into getti.lv 
them resettled . I've meanwhile been battJ.1~ to finis h ll'tY novel 
about Montana durinr the Depression, arrl am now just a ffM weekB 
from doing so . Thus far , 198.i looks like a saner year. 

Carol am I were in Montana t or a month this s ummer, but in t.he 
White Sulphlr country only for tM 4th of July, aro Wally am Dolcres 
weren ' t aroum. We did get to Riq;li~, and saw the Doig brot here' 
al.chol pl.ant in operati011e 

Am there's not~ much elae to repcrt. You are in our thoughts, 
am we're glad to have had tl"B pleasure of eee~ you three. Merry 
Christmas . 

be s t , 
' 

'---- - -
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Dear J>aul, Joyce Cld f amil y 

Before 1CI'( we 111 be off to Mont.am to q>em Ctrist.maa vi th Grandma. We 
oan aalce only a ahcrt atay - tly there cm the 22d ard back ~ on the 26th -
but it •e bettm- than noth1.Jll. She 111&.y mve written 70u ttat ahe cane out here 
to Yieit us tar atnut a week in Sept.rt> .. when Wally drove out to eee Dave md 
liellie. Her tmalth is pretty good, especially fer ICllBOl1! of ber qe, but ene 
bid goO"J da}'9 Cl'ld barl days. So far i:;rn eeprre p erfect ly c3pa ble of 11 ving by 
he rselt as .tie has been, and we a 11 think ti's t 'a the best t hirc ehe can be doi~ • 
Wally keeps an e~ on her, aoo a nwrber of ber friends 1n town visit ber md 
drive her ui;t::1rn far occasio~ 1 shopp1.Jt: chores . So, whilf. sre is not lCl ae 
thoroufhly vigorous aa she was before her heart attack of' • tw ,e are ago 1 eb! 
aeeJTE to be do~ t ai rly well. 

I aatnDlle Granhra baa been lceep~ )'OU posted about the family attaire 
in Mont&J'S. BOO Dal 1e in a nura~ he9! in Helena J Gr11rd• add 1n her bet 
letter she e.ro Vally had visi ted him. I think he my want to be mewed to the 
nure~ hom? 1n Wh1 t.e Sulphur (in the baaemert. ot tt2 hospital there) vt.n there 
is available apace. Also, ais I un:ierstand 1 t Wally b.aa tiled tor divorce tram 
Joyce . I really tnv e no notion tL what mppened there, not heving telked to 
eithe r of tiEJll about it. 

NOit that Carol •s sabbetical is behird \l5 , we 're tx> th back at wor k much 
as usual . This s llnt'ller I edited an anthology about J.meriom c1. ty life which will 
be publi.Bhed as a textbook 1n ' 74 , am just recently I finished a sample chapter 
of anot~r book. Carol oantinues to teach journtlimn and English at Shoreline 
College, still liki~ the job very a.ich. 

I can't recall bow much I •ve told you about our stay in Britain. We 
enjoyec' Lon:tao lest vinter; the weather was very 111.ld, and ve walked all through 
the city. In March we vent t.o Wales, tt.n to lrelBm, and early in AJri,1 to 
Scotland. I llid:li didn't 118.J1iie to look up tt2 Doit anoestcy tb9re, becawse 
I've never had any detaila alx>ut where the tamil.y CUB troa. I did write to 
Dad' a 11.atertl Anna tar eome inf onia t1 on, but it CU\e too late to be ot any belp. 
I vu blpreaaed, bovever, by h<Jli IU)h aome parts ~ the Hi~lands look like 
Montana. 

Late 1n Ap-1 l Carol'• aother a.Id f ather jo111'd us ttr 2 veekB ot e:1.etit· 
·~ in Britain and then a week in Hollard. We all tlew tD New Icrk tDretner, 
md Carol an:1 I then drove acroe1 the u.s., vieiti~ friend• along the wq. 
We were t.ravel-WB!"1 by tm t1.nrt w arrived back 1n Seattle, oertainl.y. &t 1t 
1.8 a trip we'll treasure, perhaps a onoe-in-a-litetime eq-erieJ'l)e. 

This country 111 undergotJl! aome confusion in tJ"Yif'r to adjust to the 
Arabs' petroleum ahut.dC1111. Oae ratt ao1J'€ my be in tbe oC.fing, am rati ori.1ll; 
oC heati.~ mt tuel seems detinit.e. Unmppily the Mixon goverrumnt. aeems umble 
to handle this 1ituation - ar •ybe my other -- very well, and it uy be a 
troublesome winter for eome people ~re. 

That's a bout ~ sum of the news from us • I believe Grandma eaid you •re 
sen~ a tape to her, so we'll undoubtedly hear tt&t at Chri stmas . We hope 
all is well with you , and that you hllve a fine holiday s eason . 

best wis hes 



DeAr Ivan, 

13 F.'athail St . 
Rockhampton , ~' ld. 
a/Ar r/1966 

As th?Aussies say "give it a. .:o" , so I shall . I'd .,;>robably be 
the world ' s worst letter writer in all categories . I'm sure Grandma 
would verify the fact of one . 

Thank you for the p ictures and the Rotarian. Lovely to get tl:Uml. 
Youltndeed have reason to be n roud of your wife . She appears very chann­
in~ovely in the photo, as I 1m sure she i e fro::n what Grandi..'.la and you have 
written . The best thing t hat can ha"<;)r.>en to a man i s a good wife . When one 
looks around , it' s obYious how seldom it hap~ens. I was lucky too , hence 
Australia:. 

I really enjoy hearing from you and reading you l ette r s . Needl ess 
to say , I thoRoughly relished the Rotarian i ssue. Your article took me 
ri~1t out of 1 966 back to about 1931-34. About that era, I' d have given 
my l eft ann for some boots with high heels and a stetson . Actually, I 
don' t think I ever had a pair on . Our heroes (Bud ' s and mine) were your 
Uncles Claude and VerriJ.'ck. Both were riding rodeoes at t hat time or 
there a~outs and doing well . We always had your father to check with on 
the finer points. Incidentl y your Uncles were all pretty good baseball 
players too . They used to all assemble for a p icnic plus the other Scots­
men and families from Wall J!t. and vioinity , choose s ides and pl'fllall 
after noon., o Your Grandfather usually u..n;>ired. '\'le kids would chnse the 
home r uns that went too far into the surrounding bush. Fol lowing tbe p icnic 
\Vas gene rally a. dance . The Schot tische was alyrays played and your Grandrla. 
Doi g was unfailingly partnered by one of he r sons . None of this mid- nite 
finishing , t hey \vere always good till 4 :A.M. ''The good old days ". Everyone 
had plenty of stamina and didn' t l et the ir woDries show. 

I can well s ee whore you ' d be ke~t on the jU!llp , though my knoul edee 
of editin~ and etc . i s nractically nil . Grandma vrrote me that you had had 
shott s t ories puhlishedo ~owevel)your work must be extrenely interesting '1nd 
gr~tifying. By now you ' ve orobv~ly nad the notificati~~ ~~ acce)tence . 
I can assure you of one benifi t , it ' 11 be a big improvement in climate . 
iYou ' 11 be abl e to both chu ck n11a.y JC,OUr red flannel er. 

We are all okay here . CoJ.d>,belly- aches, and thausual but nothin~ 
:.iOl.l.O- ~r l'nn{..., .... i.."'~ __ .., :~ ..:. • • ~ - ~..:...:t"' • :it.-=ov c;.u at. '-.r.'e- ' ~ 

, ag , wliile I'm tr.ring to write to you . He ' s playing nit:.h one of those 
@lastic holed boards , making designs with the nwnerous oblone;s and squares 
and every other squarP he must h~ve his father ' s advice and comment . Needle~S 
to say he ' s getting ~ few stronnoly worded statements as to what wi ll 
happen if he does~' t ~ipc down . He ' s at Kinder~arten this year. Catches 
t he buo e"ch morninc l'-f.rge as life . Has about 6 blocks to go. I I.lust say 
e ' s keen , ··.-~nts to FO Sat . and Suns . a.a well . Sta:cts Grade l after Jenas . 

Pauline ia the 11star 11 of thr family at pre,nsent . Sha ' s in Grade 3 
at a Gi~r' E School . Ceme 4th in her class of about 30 the last "sho.ke up " 
they had . We are n.:l proud of her for th effort b1lt not nearly as proud 
as she is of herself . Assures us she is oa:oable of rie:in,,. tc cv::?n ("rerter 
eirhts , namely 3rd :place. 1.Ve have her t.::i.u~ht Ballet ~nd pi~no . At ~Ballet 

she shines , '!?aiming h:r fiu:;t exmn with honours . With the pia.n~, Dad must 
et.end over her or there ' d b~ no )r"' ctise . \.'h~t ever she does sh~ hf'c u. t.:in 
of self c~nfidenoe . Always cal., ,ccol , ~nd collected , if there is an 
udicnoe (no 1110.tter !10":7 sniall) . That ' "' ·hat gets her by. I would that 

they• r1 bot11 be~n born 14 yrc. aeo atleast. owever we ' ve no controll 
v~r such t1'lina~ . It m:i.sn ' t for i'."ant of tryinfJ . I really think one gi veo 
hem more tii7le ~d attention o.nd ai)preciates them to agrt"ater ex.tent th~n 

vhen :'u 1 and Dad are young too. Uo ·1 don ' t t= :rn this for advice . 
,__. __ .Judgincr by the 'l'"\hoto · r ('ll1 sent your Dt..d ceems to hold his age \'1ell . 
::"' 1c~ a ....J. 00 ~G a b.i t t 1• ir• on it , but as they s~,y "we ' r riot sprin -r chicken 
"Y -iore n. I'd like to pac \. n J and C'.)ne hC.Y"1F for a ;,hi le ~ nd see all of 
heo , bnt it ' s only wishful thinking . If I c ould win the lotte1·y '7e mic;ht . 
' ve been lucky in i·iany '"ayo but never in fino.ncio.l ones . 

11d has certainly had a rou~h go . I ' d be all for a fe les s 
ocke t.s and a.n o"'en :::ilather .on ·noney for medicine and research in s:Jr.te . 
hey have made marvellous :idvancement.:. .:.n medicine but in Dome cnses it ' ~ 
een o. case of :Jinching the 1urse . I ' m speaking of here ofcourse as I don ' t 

::now h0\7 it is therfl . For ·nstcnce er t hey h'1d a public drive for c~ r1Ctjl' 

·esearch funds 1 not t o L1ention that the Government hospitals a.re aint '. 1 d 
ere by State snnct i.oned lotter i es . 0ur local Roc1duli.1pto11 ATI1bulance 
Old fete~ 1 lott Ii~s , and etc, t0 rrisf money. Tt' o the only free 
bul..,nce ~ - rvico left in Q,11 ens land . 

~ot.:-.ry sePm~ to function v ry ene rgetic~lly here iu Rockhampton . 
rinci ~lly ~.:i.du up of the "nobct• . D:·:::: . ,L'.l.ty €rs , menncre r s , end etc. Ar:i 
nclo

1
s1ne a Picture fr""!n our mornine "Dape r of the Pr side11t here , D21

• 

ottcne r . 

-



F nces 
Hop ink 
Ca1·ol. 

I re::i;i; y Q.Uf-'~ . c 0 no\'" , .Ivan . v" ra:' 1 uo n ii.- • 
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Dear Paul, Joyce &nn family 

White Sulphur Springs , 
Montana. 

Nov . 3 , 1974 

We ' re down to t he l a.s t d etail s of Grandma ' s hou seho l d , and I' ll 
take some 'time this Sunday afternoon to tell you what I can of the 
pa.st ten days . Ray and Marlo will be in before long to move the 
things of Grandma ' s -hich they ' re taki ng to Forsyth. I put Carol 
on the homeward plane from Helena last night. Wally and Dan moved 
a. pickup load of furniture and be longings yesterday to Wa l ly ' s new 
household in Townsend . By tonight, I' 11 be the only one stil 1 here, 
with a few days ' chores a.head before I load the car o.nd head for 
Seattle. So , littl~ by little, the family peels a.way from the l ast 
remembrance rites of Grandrm , and returns to everyday life . Your 
own l ast mementoes of her, however, will be socm considerable tine 
in arriving . I' ll mail the bo.it of keepsakes when I tcl.ke this letter 
to the po st of tic e in th P. morning. I t ' s a. miscellany, but 'the be st 
we could do in sorting out what we hoped would be meaningful items. 
I n the box will be a. homemade quilt , anparently quite an old and 
valued one; a collection of photos; a few household knickknacks; and 
a n a ssort ment of Gr andma ' s ha ndwork , such as croc he te~ piec es . Also 
in the box is a wr istwatch, whi c h Grand~a wantPd Vi v ian , a. s t he e l d e s t 
of your childre n , to have. The other ~ee~sakes I supp ose simply sho uld 
be allotted as you think best , Po.ml. 

I don ' t know how much Yally ''as a.ble to tell you when he phoned, 
but this is what we know of Grandma ' s la.st day , Friday, Oct. 25. We ' ve 
all been thankful that it was a t.yp ically vigorous day for her. I n 
the morning, she worked on a. quilt she was making for her neighbor 
Florence Mc Afee . There ~as a fu neral that afternoon , I believe for 
one of the sons of Willa.rd Mac Donald of Six teen, Paul. Grand ma 
served at the coffee ho1.ir held at t.he Senior Citizer.s Ce .1ter after 
the funeral , ~Lsiting with ma~y old fr iends as well as the several 
members of the Senio r Citizens Club who have been her best cl\UITIS in 
recent. ye a.rs . 'lally ha.d cal Jed her 0.11 noon to ~ee how sl e was, and 
they cha.ttcd for a.while. SornPtirne in the day, she called the Luca.a 
ranch to hd.ve Ma.rion bring her a dozf'n eggs. Then in the evening , 
she phoned her be st fri enri in the Senior Cit j zens Club, Brooke Young, 
for a. ride to the Club' s weekly ca.rd party . The. two of them were 
neu.rly ts.t the Club "hen Granam a. sluruped over . The hospital \•as only 
a block awtJ.y, so wt thin seconds Broo :~ e h.a.d driven her there ana run 
ins:ille for the doctor . Gr and'l'B. never responde<l to the doc tor' s 
efforts . As you know, her heart ha.cl been ba d ever since the severe 
attack the spring afte r she vi sited you in Australia., and it si:nply 
and finally gE~ve out . 

As for the funera l, the songs sung were I n !he Gard en and Beyond 
t h e Sun set . The readings we re f r om Ec c lesiastes III ( "To every thing 
there is a. se a.son • •• ") and , I believe , from a chapter of Romans which 
I can ' t re ca.11. The pall bearers were friends a.nd ne i~h bo rs from he re 
in White Sulphur : Ben He reim , Dan Finn, Be rnie Lucas {the son of her 
close friends Chuck and Marion Lucas , Paul) , Leona.rd Chapman, Ray 
Russell , a.nd Sp ike Short . I n the mP.morial book a.re 120 na aes, 
nearly all of ~horn attended the funeral ( so'lle who were unable to 
be there ca.me to the fun cra.l home sf'perately in the few days before 
the f ure ral) . Sol'le name s you may rec ogn.i.ze, Paul : the Art Wd.t sons, 
the Fern Vintons, Volga Doig , Walter and Villa Doig, Alfred Mesmer, 
t he Lucas f~mily, Johnny Gruar , Mrs. Jake Mitchell and her son 
Ch<1.rles, !t. numLc·r o f Zehntners and ~cAfees , Kathryn Donovan, ~di th 
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Brekke, the J im Bill Keiths , Dorothy Kuhnes . All the family managed 
to come , except for Bl1d . Dave fle w from Seattle the morning of the 
fune ra.l, was rre t at the a.i rport by Sherry, and they arrived here about 
ha l f a.n hou r before t.he funeral. Dan drove back from college in South 
J>a.kota. . Carol and I drove from Seatt le, arriving the day before the 
funeral. 

The day after the funeral , we set to ~ork on dismantling tbisa house­
hold, and apportioning Grandma ' s things . The house , as you probably 
know, lia.s been in my name ev~r since my dad died . I' m going to try to 
sel 1 it , not wanting to have the head ache of renting it nor the upkeep 
problems of letting it stand empty . Nearly all the furniture is mine, 
too , dating from when Dad was alive. But there were family pieces enough 
to go a.rounrl -- a. fine oa.k dresser, dating from the house in Ringling, 
to Wal ly , a set of my mother ' s dieshes which I ' ll loan to Dave, quite 
a lot of kitchenware to Sherry, a number of small items to Ray and Marlo, 
a lovely quilt for Dan. Bud has no p lace bigger th1tn 11. dresser drc1.wer 
in the nur siug homt>, but Ray and Sherry store his things for him. To 
me , the most striking point was the tremPndous amount of sewing goods 
and handiwor k material we found as we went through Grandma' s belongings 
dra wer upon drawe r of cl oth pieces . I t impressed on me the c0untless 
hours she spe>:i.t that yay, passing the tine, anythin~ 'to keep busy and 
be doing so'llE.'t'1in~ far fine aTY1 kind for soMeone P-lse . Anyway , with 
Wally and Emma, Ray and Marlo, CJ.rol a.n1.l !"De, we man.i.ge~ the apportioning 
with no r eal problems , and Pnded up still on the be~t 0f terms ~ith 
each other , which I think isn ' t alw ays the case . 

Financid. l ly , there 1 i teral ly .LS nothing to lU!~.xk speak of. Grandma. 
had about $200 in her checking o.cco unt, mo st of which wil 1 go to pa.y 
oft the la. st monthly household bills . She, Carol and I hu.cl abont $300 
in a joint savings account, mone.>· v.hich dates from whPn 'llY da.d \ul.s alive. 
She ha.cl a.bout $100 in a. sa.vi'lgs and load .lccwnt, ~ith Wally listed as 
co-depositor . That ' s the total. W~ ' ll put whatever money is left after 
bi l ls to a.rd the funera l costs, und Wally and I ~' ill split the remaining 
expense . Grandma is buried , incidentally , in the gro.ve next to my 
dad ' s, and we ' ll haveo a 111atchin~ to111bstone nnt up . 

Fa mily ne ws, some of it much ha.ppi er than most of this l etter, a 
little of it not. The very p,ood news is Wally ' s new md.Y'rici-ge and family . 
Be and Emma. a.re wonderfully happy; they have the same interests, both 
loving the outdoors a.nd hunt in1-7 c;1.nd fishing , and Wu.lly seems delighted 
to be raising a. second family . ~mma. is bright and personable, and 
everyone in the family alread y ad o res her. (As Jid Gra.uama. , in the 
few months she knew Emma well.) Ray and Marlo seem ¥ell situated on 
a ranch at Forsyth , and thei r four children tt.rE: char~er s . Sherry has 
a roc kie r ro'' to hoe . She 1 s been a. bit ill recently -- nothing awfully 
s erious , as far as I know - - and she seemOO. to tu.he Gra.ncl'lld. ' s dea.th 
hc&.rder than a.n.y of the rest of us. ho' ever, Cd.rol and I Sd.W he r l...i.st 
night, and she w..a.s in much better spi ri. ts, pc rha.ps bcca.use A.lma was 
spending the weekend with her. Alma, by the way , l ooked fine; what 
her new life is l ike , I really h ai.re no way of knowing . And Bud u.t the 
moment is not very well. Ray a.ncl Wally hope to hca.vc some doctoring 
done on him the next few d a.ys, to see 11ha t ' s be en ca.using him some 
stoma.ch pa. in recently . 

And thb.t ' s a.bout it from here. If I can a.ns er a.ny questions for 
you, plea.se write. Do you havl;! t.he new address? It ' s 17021 10th Ave. NW, 
Sec1.ttle, Washington , 98111. We a.11 thought of you fat'l frequently these 
pa.st several days . 



I 9 January 1977 

Dear Paul 
17 m 

" I was pleased tX> get your Christmas letter, as I 1d been trying to put 
t~ether om for yru . Carol and I hope you all had a gocxi holiday season. 
Ours was plain but pleasant; we went to New Jersey to be with Carol ' s parents, 
arrl flew back a few days later . 

There are a couple of ITBjor reasons I •ve been looking forward to b:!aring 
from you, an:i the first is that we've recently mulled the idea of a trip to 
Australia. No tire soon, I hasten to add - - if we rranage to go th rough with 
it at all. But we would like your advice about such thif€s as seasonal climate . 
The cheapest time for us ever to travel - - in that Carol would not have to take 
leave from hE."r teachillf joo - - is mid-June through A~ust. We had imagined, or 
read sorewhere, that ttllt would be your rainiest tire of year, and since we have 
our Clrln long soggy w e.,.s oore in Seattle, the idea of traveling into another 
wet winter season din~ •t appeal very much. But youm remrked that you.r sl.lll'U113r 
is so hot, which mke.J us do sore re-thinki~ . If 'le did cane, it likely wonld 

11 ,!>e with another couple, our closest friem s here, and the four of us :ngmieQc 
~m~ely think we would lile to nBke a transcontinental trip, fran Sydney where 

we know a few people to Perth to where they have friends. Also, si nee we are 
all hikers, we 're interested in some trail-hikirg in Tasrania . ~'hat kim of 
weather could we look forward to , knowirg hoi uniredictable it is in any event, 
~n Jure-July-Al.¥ust as against, say, January-February-March? I suppose that 
is such an expanse of country that a person should sirrply assume there ' ll be 
all ne.nner of cliJTBte and weather, ard plan to travel regardless . But anything 
ryou can tell us from.experience would be l'l:>lpful . When we did corrie, incidentally, 
"°e likely would spem no more than a week or so in your neighborhocrl; I know 
visitcrs go stale after much more than that . 

Any.;1 ay, this is nothing which can eventuate in tthe next year or so. Carol aro 
~ don ' t seem to have the er.ergy for such a project -- our jobs and home-owning 
seem to have diverted a lot of th:lt . Wln t we hope to do this su11UTBr is sµrnd 
as much time as possible in the mountains in Montana, Idaho and Wyoming . We 
haven ' t been back to Montana since Grarrlra 1 s fum ral, am there are people I ' d 
like to talk to and places I'd like to see again. Montana brings up my sec:md 
set of questions for you, Paul. I •ve been world.rg on a book, a rr.emoir a bout 
ua.1~ up in Montana, and inevitably it brings in my dad and Gramma as the 
"family" t t brought me up. I've renaged to fire out quite a bit about tm 
backgrouro of the Doig family al'rl how ttey came to Montana; Dad 's sister Anna 
has helped a lot . But I knClrl less about why -- ar even when and how -­
Grandtra and your family cam from Wisconsin. 

Do you l'eppen to know the year 
that Grandllia, yrur dad, and my mother l'lOVed frcrn Wisconsin? l gather that it 
must ~ve been about 1915, when !llY mother was a couple of years old, but that rs 
so~thing of a guess . I ' d also appreciate anything yru kno.; about why they came 
alth~ugh I think my mother ' s asthma was always given as a main reason . ' 

Id be glad, too, for whatever remories you have of Grandma from your ya.rnger 
days -- the years at Moss Agate am in Ringling . You know sra was a pretty 
good stcry-teller herself, aoo I have on tape so:ie of her own stories of those 
times -- h<M sorre body sliced off the fing s of your g~ove with an axe once 
when you were sawi~ wood, for instance. It ' d also be a. e:reat help to have 
any sayi~s or expressions you can reromber her using. (For example l wrote 
to Edit? Brekke a while back to a;k sorrething about her parents, who

1
were such 

good rn:1ghbors to Grandma and me when we lived in Ringling in the early 1950s , 
and Ed1 th recalled that whenever one of the Brekl<e kids said they di dn 1 t knew 
the 

1
answer to sorneth~ , Hrs . Brekke would say: ~.'ELL, Yt)U BETTER LEARN ! ) I know 

you ve ~een a lof'E ti me gone from Montana and into a life of your own in 
Austrah.a, bl t anything that does stick out in yot.r mern ory wou 1 :f be m loful. 
I might say that if it ' s quicker or siMpler to talk any memories into a· tape 
recorder, J ' d gladly i:s y for your tape and J!lai ling costs . 

W~ll1 e~ough of. my being a nuisaree on that topic . I ' 11 sign this off and 
:~~ 1~ 1~;~~e-~~~.; .. !lJ~~~~~~ with ~'-~d I hoRe later this war •11 h""--------



29'1 August/lL9' t]l 
.Uear Carol and. Ivan, 

Jus-c a :iew lines 1to let yo:u know everything is going l..ovel.T here. 
)l[cm arrived a:rter a very enj oyable tliip. I wa~heire waiting ror her in 
.i>:risbne and was aible t o &ee her 1m-: ll01i ge-r. "tO her till she got thru 
a.s-ttoms. I think she l ooks ~eal well. Slte bota ea1iS and sleeps well 
too wnic.a is -wez.-y good.. J:ter plaao 5 ot l.ll at 6:1~ and we ~ayed in i;ne 
ai"l p,o~ till 10:45 as- at that time o:! the morning there was no wheJre 
else to go.1 aimd it W'as very comfortable there. :Che air port is- about 
15 mins. b;r taxi &om Brisbane. · 

We had a ve~ smooth flight t-o· Hocky(les-s ~l:ian. an ho-.r) and 111 10.0 b 
we:ce Wfi.t:Uc: .. o 111ee ... U5, so all was well.. We had lunch,...tben went down 
and saw Joyce's mother~ and brother :tor a Ii ttle while. Joyce• s mother 
asked. Mom if she w-as 1"1moc~ed-up" 1·rol:l: he: trip. Mom was probaiily a 
bit Si.artl.ed by vhe questiolll and didn't answex, so I saved the day by 
saying s~e dJ.iA91-~ s eem a c a.11 -~irei.o I t sa p:kra11e they always use here 
but o~eourse you~d never dare to use l.l1 the States. 1 told Mom about 
i~ ai~erpso she~ii be se"t now 1r anyone else asks her. 

Yester~ay we went to the "8.pricana Procession which ahe enjoyed. She 
used. up· one i'.ilm: anti part o.r anoi;b..er .. l surely hope -uney come oui; OK 
as it was sort o.t o.rf ama on with the sun.Shining one m:Lnu-te and: c].oudy 
the ne.x.t. Oap·ricana is "the cit-~'s fesi;ival and last.fa week. She came 
at the right t ime for it,as ii; sirar"ted yes"terday. 

We are fllf:t to the beach to*la;r when Steve get< back i:rom Sunday school •. 
I'n typing this while we're waiting. Mom's just fin:z.shed three lett..ers 
so we'll si;ic:k i;hem. all in a le1iiter box on the way out. 

The tids have had a whale o.t a i;im.e since s ne • s been here. She showed "­
t hem how to play solitair·e . ~'heyr' ve alien ai; it ever since. I used' too 
play cards~ but over the years have rorgotten how to play. I'll ask her 
to show them. p·i <i ell: and rummy and wnai;ever else she fancies as they love 
gaJlles • 

MoB's m.:u:td is certainly very aenve. She no"ticea averyvMng and 
asks all sor1iS o.t peri;inent questions about: t"tJ/them. She can't s:iL t still 
either, Is always helping one way or another. I'm glad sn.e•s thai; way. 
Sh.e never w~s one -oo si 1i still aJ!lldi si;ill isn' t . 

I .t' er e 1 s a:my papers you wan-& Ivan, j ust writ e ancf "tell me what and 
I .. ll see whai; 1 can do. i.lom: brougn1i some your articles wnd.eh I read 
and enJoye<i.. A.lmosi:; li.Ke being nom.e again. 

Well tll.lll& 1 s runnl.ng out so r'll close ror Uris time. rr11 keep yoin 
iniormed on t.b.e leaving scnectul.e. 

j{~ ;f,;?E~ A J.?Eo .. 
6 41 /,e:-J?£ ,,.c/P""lt'T ~eEU.r£,IJ), 

0 f.e r;7¥ /40/:#t: f IJl<'/1//1) 
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