
_ • Taylor Gordon 
hite SUlphur· Springs 

Montana 

Dear Kr. Gordon: 

4712 33d Ave 
Seattle, Wash. 96105 
May 27, 1968 

~lthough we•ve both epent quite a bit of our 11v s in 
White Sulphur, I'm afra1d we don't know each other. I do 
rememb r hearing you sing once at the school house when I 
wes in grade school, perhaps 15 or 18. years ago, but my family 
moved aw y 3uat es I began high sohool and they didn't move 
back until I was spending my time 1n places such ae Chicago 
and S attle. 

But I would l lke ver1 much to meet you this. sum.mer when 
my wife and I vis 1 t hi te Sulphur Springs for a while. You 
see, I have be n a magaz .1ne writer and now teach h1etory et 
the Un1vers1ty of w-aeh1ngton; I'd 11ke very much to talk with 
you and get down on pap r or possibly on tape recording som 
of your me or1 of your ear er. 

ould you be willing to talk with me a 'few hours'l I think 
your memories of the Hew York scene 1n the 1920s, for instance, 
may be valuable history some day; it would be very worthwhile 
to have them preserved for the future. 

I believe I'll be in h1te Sulphur from June 29 to July 'f. 
If you pref er, I could .contact you then to aee if we could 
get together to talk. 

~~~ 
Ivan Doig 
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225 N. ROBERTS 

MONTAN~ HISTORIOA_L SOCIETY 
f;7ii1.mded .1865 

PHONE (4 0 6) 442-32 60 , EXT. 271 HELENA,MONTANA 5 9601 

September 25, 1968 

Mr. Ivan Doig 
4712 33d Avenue, N. E. 
Seattle, Washington 98105 

Dear Mr. Doig: 

Thank you for your interesting letter regarding a possible 
article on Taylor Gordon. His story has long interested us, and 
indeed we are familiar with BORN TO BE, as well as a recent mono­
graph he wrote on the Sherman family of White Sulphur Springs 
under title THE MAN WHO BUILT THE STONE CASTLE. If this interests 
you, I think one would be available from the Meagher County News 
at White Sulphur. They published it, and while it could have used 
some editorial tightening, it does indicate Mr. Gordon 1 s knowledge 
of his town and his interest in its history. 

I think we should by all means see your article, although you 
no doubt know that we are unable to make advance commitments. It 
is also, as you say, a bit removed from our usual format. This 
need not be a barrier, though, for we find a variation in fare is 
well received by our readership. 

Pictures will be very important, so I will appreciate either 
seeing those or a description of your suggestions and the sources 
from which either you or we could get them. You may certainly 
go ahead with a fuller outline, for it is possible we could make 
a . firm judgment from it, or proceed with the article. The article 
should run to at least 3,500 words and we can handle up to 5,500 
to 6,500. 

VP/dn 

werll look forward to hearing from you soon again. 

Sincerely, ~ 

~~L/~ 
(Mrs.) Vivian A. Paladin, Editor 

MONTANA, The Magazine of Western History 



D er r. Gordon --

4712 33d Ave NB 
Seattle, ash. 98105 
October 6, 1966 

I es very sorry to hear about the truck smashing into 
your house. The only ood e ide cir it, I au pose, 1~ t at you 
and is Gordon e caped. 

Several ti es since you talked with Carol and m last 
e r, I' e von ered about you ana your next ook. hi 
truck d~saster must have co t you a lot, and we both know a 
per on n eds Olt.0 Oht:·)i· 0 ef ord tl-e ti n nd ef ort that 
goe into a book. I'd like to help a bit, if I een. 

P rhape you ltno the Montan Historical Society publishes 
a msgezi t. ""alled lO ·T 1A. Out of sevE'ral tor}• 1deas I 

uggeetc;d to the editor recently, he liked the idea of an 
article b ut you. She c an' t guarantee t e magoz1ne could 
use it and I can't guarant I can do en article any time soon, 
b1;. she ·rould lH.. m to rlt n art1 .1 bout you . 

J dg lng y ·ht ~ 11\"Ti, JA ;u. ·lly pays , t y'd likely pay 
around 100 for sueh n rt1ele. If I writ the art.clc and 
1· · ~;r'I T17 · blldE · _ , ~ ~ cul c cpl1t to J () \ ')th you, and 
I ues th f:' letter c ll b~~ your guar ntee of 1 t. You see, 
l 'm re 11 ." e ted .... n ta-v inc y u r t o ·y t " th&n 1n trying 
to maKc m,ney from 1t -- although r t1n th article ould b 
ev ·1 1 _ :s' uork 3Ia I e~n't effor · do ~t fo nothing 

either. te editor ould e inter sted in p1etu e too, and 
of ourlle he. o ~ er · cturee you prov1clE . ~.culd b pe:id for 
to you a lone • 

his doesn't involve much money, but it ould be nough 
to n erly p y fo · llen k t np rec .rdcr uct a E~ ·.lne -- end 
I think ou'd do nell to talk your book 1nto a recorder. 

I a remembering our agreement that you don't ant anything 
.ritten on your 11f bey nd 1929, ~er rn to 8€ end • Any 
article I ould do would drew on Born to Be end the tape record-
ing.. It would not interfere at 1 ll :! th l•e tor y ant to 
tell in your book. · l ot such an article would be u eful 1n 
~rying to ell ~ubl~~h r on yo r ~e t took; ou've b .en 1n 
bu 1ness long nough to know a good deal ebou the value of 
~ubl ici ty. 

If you have eny reason .by I el ou e 1 t go ahead i lth the 
article, please let me know as soon ea poee1ble. Please 
remember, it' e not certu1n t at the megaii een i)u li~h the 
piece, so none of this is sure-fire. ut t eeeme to me worth 
a try. 

Best regards 

~~ 
Ivan Dqig I ' 



Viv.tan A• Pal.attin 
Edi to:r • MON A 
22.5 H. Roberts 
Selena• KOn~..a 

4712 3ld. Ave IE 
Seattle, Wash. 98105 
·June $* 1969 

I •ni solf1!Y it's taken e a veral month to get baok to Yo\.\ about 
the %aylor Gordon fAI'ticle., I hrui an uns:x:peet•d amount of trouble 
finishing up work tor my Ph.D. and then had. other •ti les 1 14 
promised to do before I eould get to the uar on piece. But things 
are coming under cont ol now. here 1 lea.i, an outaine, samples 

material to be used, .and. suggestions tor illustr tion. 

As I've coc e ek to the article and done s e more r seareb,. 
the artiele looks more and ore vremitting.. . I •ve .tounl quite a lot 
ot material ·ml him, and th 0.0Ta:rrU.'.b:f.As illustratlons in BORN TO BB 
more and aore impress me u ideal tor the artl-cle. I'll be inter sted 
to know ur r apons t them. 

I thin!( I mentivned in ro:1 origiJ1a.l lettw that much the 
article would come from long internew w! th TaiJ.o:r lut swnmer. 
fb.e two pages o2 quotes meant t<> be rough a a:mples J I think I 
would e-ut a few of them .a bit,, for 'hr..e sake of' ti.ghtEm.ing . 

Also_ I '• writing to Yale ~o ii' th d.r Carl V i v·echten 
ooll . ction h lds any letter trom. Taylor to Van Vechten, or has 
any- photos whioh would. intex--est you. 

Let's s •I loo1dng ov r your letter. I find that 7011 eay you 
can't make .advance cemmi ents, hd.t add that pel.~hape you can provide 
a •t~ a:dgntenttt fre ao .. outline. ii.nee tbio yi a:r· I' ald.ng my 
liVing a.a a free 1.ance lf'.r'it r and wmud be doing this arti.cl . mo t.ly ·· 
as a labor of affection, I think I have to bave e. prErtty tim under• 
standing ithat yo want. the pieoo 1.leforo l can go head with. it. l 'a 
quite sure it'll be a good .one tor MD5TANA if we go anea with itJ the 
one place I ~ o e a po,s.si ble snag would be 1n illus\~a tion, whieh iB 
large}f out ot my hat:lde 1 I •m a!:raid. What do 70\l think ... _ can we 
proceed? 

Incidentally, I notic 1 1'¥1 _ never given you any proof l can 
wr.ite. r•11 enclose en articl J natur~ the one 1•a. do tor HOl!AIA 
would be in a ore emoue vein. 

legwd.a 

Ivan Doig 



A few mar notes a.bout p_.ctu:re po sibilities for e Taylor Gordon 
artic:Ie 1 

-- Awong the p"lotocopies Yale sent \1-tas the attached letter :fr m 
the fielena P11blic tibrery in 1935. Is ,_t, possible t y m:l.gh t 
still ve too photo at tho Librery? 

· -- .(Mrs.) Anne ~1helpley, Library Aas:ifitant, the Beinecke Itara 
Book and 3.nus · • p-G J.J: azry, Yi3.le Univ o y L:Lbracy,. e i ., ·en, 
C tnnec vie ut 06520 wrot e tmt Ia.le bas phot _ of Ta.)-lor Gordon 
ta.ken by Ca!'l Va.1.--i Veehta'l. S1a sa d perm::irol.on ·t;g, have c ies 
uo <ld - -e to 'e .... en.red from Mrs . Carl Va V~ch en. -- ·rrote 
!(rs. Van Vecht n arrl got 1he er~ol.., ... .d letter !rom her la~vya:r . 

Would you prt!ifer to reply, hould .::::? eems to m it might be 
simpler if ycn1 ~ n led co: "resp ndence vi th the Va.Tl Vee'1tan 1 wyer 

·
1 Ya.l the copie a o! photss vGuld come directly to y _ , 

but I ' illing to do it 9i th er uay. 



n addition 'to 

trespaas, twQ other top1cs appear d £requently in 

fcG vra' s letter . in hi ~ir t fe -months in Washington 

( .n word, :I ~ind the 

0£':fice and the u iness o.f the Offie . 1n o t rete ed 

eondition,1t h wrot very e ly i a l tter to the Solicitor 

0£ the Treasury .. ) h& econd topi.c -was the ale of liquor 

to the :Indians. Th di tri.ct mt rn y n· ver anaged to do 

much bout t eondition f his 

act on the liquor · . / 

X found upon a.x-riving 

con ti.nu l.ly old to the :tnd1.ans y var.ious whj. te persons," 

McGlivra rote in xplaining a .u1t init~ated against one 

offencle·r; to such an xt nt as 

i'requent.ly been quarrelling an · fighti betwe n the s lve 

in our streets • ~ • ~" (JJ 

Edward Jordan, August 1 1 1861·1 TDP.-) McGilvra'& Fe-ports 

to, the olici tor oi" the Treasury show a continu:l.ng record 

of prosecutions for e1 ing 1iquor to tbe ~ndian · even 

though the· results Qf'ten revealed the preb.lems of .tronti r 

law en:forcemant•-" ol Prose ente.red t'or the re _ son th t De:ft 
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Vi v:t.an A. ala.di 
Editor, AN 
225 • Roberts 
Helena, Mon an.a 

Dear Mrs. · aladin 

4712 )3d Ave Q 
Seattle, Wash. 9'8lOS 
July l, 1969 

Just a note bout illustration poss·, hill tie a for t he 'l'nylor 

Gordon erticle' I' e been in touch ri th Yale, end they- ha: e photos 

ot Gordon taken by CU"l Van Veehten. who m photographing the 

a a J.if time hobby. The YA.le llJre.rian said 

copies can b had if p d aion is ~ee:ured from. an Vechten•s widow,. 

and pe.seed along her ado.reas. 

ilso, both Yal am the lew York Public L.i'..brary have letters 

from Taylor Gardon in their an Veob.ten colleottona. Thi should 

r::i.eh material. whioh has not been touched before. 

garde 

~·,,U4i 
Ivan '.Doig 

P .s. I •m · o-.ing oon. ~ addr e a.f'ter July 15 will be 15004 Linden 
Avenue Borth, Seattle 981330 



SPEED LETTE ® 

Seattle, Washington 98133 

FROM. MONTANA, The Ma a.zine of Western Hilto 
Published by 

MONTANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Veterans & Pioneers Memorial Building 

Helena, Montana 

(Mrs·) Vivian A. Paladin,~~ Editor SUBJECT ____ _J..J~.&.-"L..,__=-<-.lu..u-,_,..,._-U-.1. ......................... ......_ ________________________ ___ _ 

-FOLD 
MESSAGE 

Dear Mr. Doig: I imagine yon have moved by now In any case, it is high time I wrote 
you. I think we can be quite sure about this for MONTANA, especially in view of 
the good new about the Van Vechten photos. It is very bard, of course, to say 
dogmatically that we can publish anything before we see it, but this sounds good. 
I ho 

SIGNED~v~ 
REPLY 

DATE ________ 19 

-FoLo----- - ----,---------------------------------------

~ " sNAP · A-WAY " FORM 44-1102 3 • PA"'TT 

WILSON JONES COMPANY•© 111!11" l"l'llNTED IN u . a,A . 

SIGNED----------------

RETAIN WHITE COPY, RETURN PINK COPY 
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Carl Schurz plainly avershadowed Meagher and theoth r dozen. 



Vivian A. Pal din 
F~itor, 1YT. ! 
Helen , ·1ortt am 

ear r.;.. aladin 

150<:4 Lirxhn Ave I . 
Seatt , Wash. 9813). 
~~uJ t 17, 19 9 

Iere' t~ Tayl r Gordon p ce. I hope you like it. 
It tur1J: out to be real .y lot o work, but f m, too. 

I coont i as 5700 words of text, '\olith bout 360 "~ rds 
of .foo .-nol ;:s .As th e ry author , I hope it sn ' t have 
to be cu.t -..... but if it es have to·, I can do it f()l' you. 

I'nt ritil.1$ Yale to get pernission to use the t}UO\:.es 
f Tay ~ Gor ll 'a 1 ..... ttcr .. to Vm .. V oh ten. Aril if t re 
st.ill c..re qu .._ ti ns about ,hot after the notes ..,.. 've <;lent, 

ou, ,J. 
1 l e glad. + do l l- t I can to help. , 

lttJ wi f t 10 wae.k "V ca tio i 
W 111 )C back a "'e days .ft r b~ Day. l ho1,e yoc. ge 
sane s e·:1Se fro is &"tic that I lt in ooldr;.g · t rN r - t.ha. 
thanks to your rl lllng ss to sk t r om~ma ·t of i'bea . p ce 
and thanks to nzy- lucl-: in 'etti~ Taylor talk i.nto my tspe 
reco-"der last su.rnmer, we have an unusual arti le about a chu.nk 
of Mont a bi tory which haS11.'t en tau rad before. at d 
you think? 

Ivan Doig 
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MON1(;\N~ 'IIISrr<H~llliL SOCIErry 

ROBERTS A'f SIXTH A VENUE PHONE ( '1 06) '142-3260, EXT. 271 

September 5, 1969 

Mr. Ivan Doig 
15004 Linden Ave. North 
Seattle, Washington 98133 

Dear Mr·. Doig: 

~111ul(J(I Jtjt/; 

HEL~~A. MONTANA 59601 

We appreciate the opportunity of reading the manuscript 
you have just submitted to us. Because we have many other 
duties not related to the magazine, we may not report to you 
as speedily as many magazines. At press time, particularly 
in the months of March, June, September and December, it is 
virtually impossible to do any manuscript reading; otherwise 
we try to make an initial report to you within thirty days. 

If a situation exists where you must hear from us sooner, 
please advise and we'll make every effort to assist you. 

Needless to say, we have tremendous backlogs of article 
material, but we are constantly searching for new approaches, 
fresh subjects, and better quality of research and writing. 

We appreciate very much your efforts in our behalf. 

Since:ely yo~ . 
4~_,_.,.·,..... (_/ ~ ~ ~,.. '-

VP/dn (Mrs.) Vivian Paladin, Editor 
MONTANA, the Magazine of WESTERN HISTORY 



ROBERTS AT SIXTH A VENUE 

Mr. Ivan Doig 
15004 Linden Ave. N. 
Seattle, Wash. 98133 

Dear Mr. Doig: 

MONT~:A HISTOBIOAL SOCIETY 
f;7iianded 186'3 

PHONE (406) 442-3260, EXT. 271 HELENA,MONTANA 59601 

September 18, 1969 

I am sorry to say that your Taylor Gordon piece has not passed "muster" 
for our needs, but I think enough of the subject and of the work you have 
done to point out some things that might help should you wish to revise 
or rewrite for us. 

Basically, the failidt seems to be lack of organization, which has 
inevitably led to a lack of coherence. The many notables and others wki£k whom 
you explore are not related enough to Taylor to make them meaningful to 
his story~ In many cases, too, the intrusion of verse seems irrelevant 
and acts more to distract than to build the narrative. 

All this perhaps means that your article would be perfectly acceptable 
to another publication but not to ours. I will be glad to hear from you 
again about this and to be of more help if I can. 

s:;;;;1'U~ 
(Mrs.) Vivian Paladin 
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MONrr.A.N<:A HISTORlOAL SOCIETY 
ffl.m zded / 86'3 

2 25 N. ROBERTS PHONE ( 4 06) 44 2-3260, EXT. 271 HELENA,MONTANA 59601 

Mr. Ivan Doig 
15004 Linden Avenue N 
Seattle, Wash. 98133 

Dear Mr .1 Doig: 

October 3, 1969 

I have done some conferring and some tall thinking since receiving 
your letter of September 20,, and I hope now that I can be of some help. 
The main problem seems to be 1 that your article did not relate enough 
to Taylor Gordon.1 Rather than getting acquainted with him as a man, he 
seems more to be, in your article, a showcase for telling about celebrities 
and for a message. I do not mean by the latter that we object to your 
conclusions about a black man in a white man's world. We jusg didn't get 
to know Taylor Gordon. Your MacGilvra piece, on the other hand, while 
written in a light-hearted manner, is an excellent portrait of the man. 

I am perfectly aware that your article on Taylor Gordon might well 
be acceptable by some other publication, and I do not mean to sound 
pretentious. But for our needs, the emphasis is not right: we are more 
interested in the qualities of character, per·sonality and talents which 
made it possible for Taylor Gordon to mingle with these people ~ I know 
that he is a truly remarkable man, and we want very much to publish about him ~ . 

If this letter can be of help, I'll be very pleased to see a revise. 
Let me know if you think I could be of any further assistance. 

(Mrs ) Vivian Paladin 
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225 N. ROBERTS 

~t 

MONTAN~ HISTORlOAL SOCIETY 

PHONE (4 0 6) 44 9- 2694 

Dr. Ivan Doig 
15004 Linden Avenue North 
Seattle, Washington 98133 

Dear Ivan: 

~anded 186'3 

HELENA.MONTANA 59601 

July 6, 1970 

I was glad to receive your letter and to note that you made it 
home before the holiday rush. Your kind words about our work 
here are appreciated and I will see that you get a copy of our 
forthcoming catalog to Montana's Archives, tentatively scheduled 
to be in the mill by September. 

Your tip concerning Taylor Gordon's papers is timely as I have 
not yet consi dered them as possibilities but agree that there is 
a great deal of potential there. The whole family is worth some 
attention and I have every chance to get the job done. I'll put 
it on my list. 

It was a pleasure to see you again and to meet Carol. People 
always enjoy seeing a home-town boy make good1 

Sincerely yours, 

John R. Coleman 
Archivist 



225 N . R OBERTS 

~1 

MONT~~ HISTORlOAL SOCIETY 

PHONE ( 4 0 6) 44 9 -269 4 

Mr. Ivan Doig 
15004 Linden Avenue N. 
Seattle, Washington 98133 

Dear Ivan: 

f376wzded /865 

HELENA . M O N TANA 59601 

June 18, 1970 

We are pleased to know you will be visiting the Montana Historical 
Society library this surmner and will be glad to make available our 
homesteading photos of which we have many. 

We look forward to your visit. 

Sincerely yours, 

John R. Coleman 
Archivist 

JRC:bt 

Visited JRC June 29 , '70 : extensive holdings in archives , 
especially in mining . 6 or 7 govemorsA papers; has Aronson's, 
said Babcock burned his . Salvaged some Welliqston D. Rankin 
papers from old building in Helena; thought might have to 
restrict for ten years . Very compJ.Bte collection of newspapers . 
Serre hoITB steading material . 

JRC has onl y degree of ldrrl from U of Mont; Montana history 
and archival administration, I think . Arra.rg ed by K. Ross Toole , 
who evidently pointed him towards the archivist job o 

/D~2, •7D 
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Jtlst lli note r . !>. .k "{)tl for harJ'J.nC?' c_' araufld Y<>Ur C 

_ dq.rJB ·~ op. Moni. · _. Carol ani. I graa.t~ _enjoyed, it , and 
are muet1 · i resse lf.i. b hat Y' ·~e dociilg. ou-refily 
have a ealth of ma t.erj:- +; pl~:ase re_fe!~.er to -~end rre .s, 
d sc ~-P 'in the ho di . 't-ttDn you- t~bl.i h :~t, -- if 

·::: /his ir.;:y ._:he ao~-tb. n ::r' y ill ' '1'e alx ady drine , b t I 
t ~ou ht I should ntio it, just in ease . - ,u ~y kn 

~· _frOl!l ' iviart · ala 1n that t'f _· ~ an articf f ~ - tm r - c,' 
.mgaz~e a.bollt T~lor Go:rdcm;_ I picked ,up · nusc~ip:t; 
tr -V1v:w.n t .he · etti..ar- day to l ok er e-ii'i..eir re\Tisi - and 
clo so.- e or my •n,. f ~lcsr is the las· , of h.is .f mrlly --
in t . ·or arr:r pbc a s ,} I - a.ther. ,. ti 1 _, 's d 
on taped iq.tei;'_ : ew With hi , ~ t he e~. to. ~e phqtoa 
"9il.1.. · clipping ... -about his sin~ -career, and he mi !t3n 
have corresponderee . Haa. anyom ever approa.cqed him a.bout 
leavill! his 1B tarials tn the archiv·es? aybe c.you- _ · 
that mEnY 0£ his letters are in the C~l V Veehten p ers 
~~t - Yal:e~;i I _:1ve cbeen usirg X'erac eopie~ tori this rt:tcle . 
If ttey'r.e any ,guid , T~lor ' t? mterial 11' ~y is useful 
~n:cial history, offering insights into arletn and white 

ew York society in the 1920s· •. 
( .:. c - _, 

'-

Taylor is a lit-t;le hard to deeµ with,, you y also 
know • - t if -you think it wor tb while, '.:tb rlg ht approa 1 - c 

. my very .w.ell persuade· hi to ls ave hi rn tert als to t l'B 
1 

- arBhiv·es~ L'" · ~ ,., - - '- • 

'"' Aa 1f you. didn ' t have eno h p Per-war ther already 

L e, 
-·,.,. 
I'-

Se ~ u againJ giVi 

. . .. 

~l if y~ it ta Seattle . 

Iv Doig 



Doig/3 

Jack Valenti. 

For Lyndon Johnson, veteran campaigner that he is, the constituency 

which right now counts most is posterity; those interviews by 

CBS television with the former President made at least this point 

clear. So, for all those folks from here to wherever it is we 

end up who will read about the Johnson years in the White House; 

for the many historians and political scientists who will write 

the books about the LBJ era; for those tribes of schoolchildren; 

for the middle-aged couple from Connecticut on their first visi~ 

to Texas; for the tour group on its way to San Antonio to see 

the Alamo -- Lynd~n Johnson is tr-ying to pUll it all together for 

them here on this hill in Austin, Texas. 

Which is not unexpected. Former Presidents seldom are averse 

to monuments to themselves. Scarcely anybody is. What is remarkable 

about the LBJ project is how the man ani the edifice are being 

fused together under the .heat of the Johnson personality, the 

result shaping up finally before us as the world's biggest piece 

of Marisol art. 

A presidential library does not loom in our national scenery 

as does, say, the Statue of Liberty or the Washington Monumento 

The four presidential libraries now in operation at the home grounds 

of Messrs. Hoover, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Eisenhower, ~d Truman 

have not drawn endless caravans of pilgrims to Wes~ Branch, Iowa; 

.. HY.de Park, New York; Abilene, Kansas; or Independence, Missouri. 

Actually, the pilgrims couJ.d do a lot worse, and probably will 



Vivian aladin 

When we last ,ot 
were tentatively slotti 
or sprl is s , I think I 
I'm not b ging you to 
i t i to cram ttd.JH s _. __ _ 
on my Pf1rt, to r· 

Made 

l50di. Lind.en Ave. N. 
Seattle , asb.ington 98133 
December 29, 1970 

Spri ~ s for Christ P1as; 

Regard 

~ 
Ivan Doig 



MONT~~ HISTORllliL SOCIETY 
f?iyuFzded ,/86'J 

225 N . ROBERTS PHONE (406) 449-2G94 HELENA,MONTANA 59601 

Ivan Doig 
15004 Linden Avenue North 
Seattle, Washington 98133 

Dear Ivan: 

January 4 , 1971 

As so often happens in this business , we have revised 
our plans regarding your Taylor Gordon article, and are 
now hoping to publish it sometime during this, 1971 , volume 
year. 

For now, I can just say that I appreciate your patience, 
and will let you know what is going on when our plans firm up. 

Meanwhile, hope you have a ·good 1971. 

Sincerely, 

(Mrs.) Vivian Paladin, Editor 

VP:br 



Vivian Pa1adin 
Editor 
MONTANA 
225 N. Roberts 
Helena, Montana 

Dear Vivian 

15004 Lir:d en Ave o No 
Seattle, Washington 98133 
May 8, 1971 

phone 206-364-9408 

Just a note to insure that you know about Taylor Gordon rs 
death last week. I've just written to John Cole nan to tell him 
the photos and other papers Taylor showed me a few summers ago 
looked like valuable historical material, and I hope it doesn't 
get lost o 

And naturally I r 11 be glad to revise verb tenses and any 
other references that med changing now in the article 

0 
WouJd 

you be interested in a few hundred more words near the end of 
the article, to add a bit mare perspective now that Taylar has 
passed away -- or can you affCFd any more length? 

Best regards 

~ 
Ivan Doig 

Dear Ivan: Yes, I felt bad when I read of Taylor's death in a Kalispell paper 
ye s terday when we were coming home from a trip to Libby/ My feelings, in fact, 
are a bit mixed: I am sure it would have pleased him if we had been able to 
publish while he lived; yet I have never felt completely gung-ho because of 
some of his f ee lings--I'm sure you know what I mean. I think you should have 
a chance to s ee the entire article as we kow have it, and append a prope r ending 
a s you see fit . . We will try and schedule it for the Fall or Wint e r i s sue , but 
that is not de finite, and I think we should proceed with as much r evision as 
you want now. Thanks for writing, and we are sending the mss to you herewith. 

Cordial regards, 



,d-~ 

;~ _.....-i!'m_ 

MONT-AN<A HISTOBIOAL SOCIETY 
f3fy.anded L865 

225 N. ROBERTS PHONE (406) 449-2G94 HELENA,MONTANA 59601 

._.., 

Dr. Ivan Doig 
15004 Linden Avenue North 
Seattle, Washington 08133 

Dear Ivan: 

May 14, 1071 

We are making considerable progress on the Taylor Gordon thing 
alt hough it will be some time before f1nal disposition is accom­
plished (Try dividing that word sometime). Next week I will be 
conducting an nexamination and appraisal" of his effects in c6-
operation with the First National Bank in White Sulphur. This 
is expected to result in our temporary acquisition for safekeeping 
of those items and papers deemed of historical value. I will 
try to keep you posted on developments. 

Sincerely, 



Vi vi an Paladin 
Editor 

A 
225 • Robert 
lI nt na 

r Vivian 

Inci n ally, 
ay. It ' s 

bailiw c -· but 

phon 206-364- 9408 



Vivian Paladin 
Editor 
lt)Nf 
225 1 .. Robert 

- el 1 nt, 

1$004 LiW.en Ave. I . 
a ttle, Washi ton 9813) 

May a, . im 

.. ~ . 
.. 

,. ' 

I \ 



John • Cole n 
Archivi t 
Mont His tori cal Soc:te ty 
225 I. ob r 
H le , Mont 59601 

ar John 

15004 Limen Ave. Io 
Seattle, Wash1 ton 9 l.33 
Kay 8, 1971 

phone 2o6-364·Sb08 

Ivan Do 

! \ 

\ 



15004 Linden Av • 
Seat~ , W hi 
II ~ 1971 

e r 



ViVian Paladin 
di tor 

MONTANA 
22) • Rob rte 
He1 , Mon 59601 · 

' s an edit •and-pi st 

1500 ~Di n Ava . • 
ttle I 'W h. 981).) 

?fay" 2 4 J 1971 

pb.on 206-36'~·9408 

\ 

\ n. 
'i 

, plus 

st issu , I ' ve done a bio ) 
o~ need anything else.; and I 

best regards 

Ivan Doig 



IVAN IDIG was born nd raised in Wb.ite Sulphtr Springs, Montana, the 

hometown f Tay:+cr Gordon. .After graduati from hi.IP school in Valier, 

Mont , nBjored in journalism at Xorthwestern Universi\y, rec ivi 

hi B.S.J. in 1961 and an M.S.J. in 19~. H worked in joumali for 

everal. ~ ar 1 inclui.ing a period as as sis tan t di to.r ot The Rotarian 
p t - · 

gazine, b fore r ceiving hi Ph.D. in U.S. front 

University ot Washington in 1969. H and his vif 

S attle , where he is a fr -laree writ r ~~l.Lliil...~~""' 

at Shoreline Community Ooll e. Articles by Ivan Do 

Post, Yankee~ am som hO othe 

articles in The American 'W st, I - - - ........ ---~--- ,. 

history fro th 

app ar~ 

--~·/--- _ .......... __ .,..., ___ ·, and For st History. 

poe• bout the ed ill Midwest Quart rl.y~ 

terial 1n thi article 

vw-.....u&J~.,.....gs oonduot d with !~lor 0 rdon and 

summer or 1968. · ttThe la1st tine l aw Tayler 
' 

casket at 1111" rat 1 fun ral on Apx'j. l 8, 

Less than a month after tha. t, Taylor w.a gone, too. tt 

• 



ROBERTS A'f SIXTH AVENllE 
PHONE ( 1 lHI) 4 4 :.!-3 :.mo. EXT. 271 

HELENA. MONTANA ::rnGoi 

We appreciate the opportunity of reading the manuscript 
you have just submitted to us. Because we have many other 
duties not related to the magazine, we may not report to you 
as speedily as many magazines. At press time, particularly 
in the months of March, June, September and December, it is 
virtually impossible to do any manusc~ipt reading; otherwise 
we try to make an initial report to you within thirty days . -

If a situation exists where you must hear from us sooner , 
please advise and we'll make every effort to assist you. 

Needless to say, we have tremendous backlogs of article 
material, but we are constantly searching for new approaches, 
fresh subjects, and better quality of research and writing. 

We appreciate very much your efforts in our behalf. 

Since:ei: you~ ~ . 
--c,M'.A ... _.. .... (/ ~ ,£.,. ""- '"'-

VP/dn (Mrs.) Vivian Paladin, Editor 
MONTANA, the Magazine of WESTERN HISTORY 

Dear Ivan: I have just_ glanced at TAYLOR GORDON, but can tell you have updated this 
and indeed added to its weight. I am sure you're aware that John Coleman is process~ng .. 
some :hi~gs from his sad estate, although I don't know the extent .of it nor its usability · 
at this Juncture. At any rate, I hope you will bear with me until I have time to read 
your new version (I have just lost, by husband transfer, my only helper so I'm going 
crazier than usual). Let us hope we can deal fully and fairly now soon with poor old 
Taylor. 

Best, 



MONT~NA HISTORIOA.L SOCIETY 
lfltllldr>d 1865 

225 N. ROBERTS PHONE (406) 449-2094 HELENA.MONTANA 59601 

._.., 

March 30, 1972 

Robert Hemenway, Associate Professor 
School of American Studies 
University of Wyoming 
Box 3334, University Station 
Laramie, Wyoming 82070 

Dear Mr. Hemenway: 

I have your letter of March 27, 1972, requesting information on 
the content and status of the Taylor Gordon papers and will be happy 
to aid your research, now and in the future, in any way I can. 

There is no catalogue to the materials as yet; however, we are 
fortunate in having benefit of preliminary sorting and evaluation by 
Mr. Mauck Brammer, a very able volunteer, and a copy of his notes on 
the collection is enclosed. Mr. Brammer took time from his own re­
search projects to compile them specifically for answering your letter. 
Mauck was quite well-acquainted with Taylor and lends a good deal of 
valuable insight toward the collection's worth. His notes are the best 
answer we have as to content. 

A usage restriction exists by the very nature of the deposit 
agreement but I don't consider it insurmountable. The papers are here 
on a safekeeping basis only. Actual ownership is still vested in the 
estate and final disposition is a long way off. I have been in touch 
with administratorial officers and feel use arrangements can be made, 
especially if some benefit would accrue to the estate. Also, an intent 
to conduct further biographical research has been expressed by Dr. Ivan 
Doig but I don't think your respective approaches seriously overlap. 
The administrators must be concerned, necessarily, with the collection's 
potential merchantability but I'm sure they would allow serious research 
if properly approached. 

I hope this information is useful, and let me know if there is 
anything we can do to further aid your research. 

JRC/hs 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

John R. Coleman 
Archivist 



To John Coleman 

Archivist, Montana State Historical ~ociety 

930 East StalbeSt. 

Helena, Montana 596o1 

March 30, 1972 

These notes 1f1B3 help to answer Professor Hemenway's inquiry of 

March 27 about the Taylor Gordon documents. They a.re derived from sq nearly 

complete f~rst sorting of the Gordon family paper• now in your 

vaults. 
As I understand it, thi&d estate has not yet been settled. Taylor 

Gordon left his manuscript to the Library of Congress and the other 

papers and materials to the State of Montana. With the First National Bank 

of White Sulphur Springs, particula.ry Don Powell, as administrator, there 

are three estates to be cleared up, that of Robert, of Rose, and 0£ Taylor. 

Both physical and literary property ue~nvolved and there are outstanding 

obligations to be satisfied; and . the public adminiatrator, Mre. JenD¥ Minder, 

has been approached on the subject. 

The material you brought to Helena for safekeeping consists of 

eighteen archive storage cartons. They do not contain thA manuscript or 
the novel Daonda, an unpublished manuscript which Gordcim claimed was 

plagiarized by the Viking Press and John Ste~eck in f.be Grapes of Wrath. 

That manuscript, as you know, is in a sate-deposit wanltfn New York and 

haa been specifically willed to the Library of Congress. Without further 

examination, this would not necceaa.rily include publishing rights. 

Mu.ch of the material in your collection belongs to the remains 

or Roae B. Gordon. In addition to being a local historian, she was so 

loved by all that two full boxes contain not~i~g but greeting cerds and notes 

to her. There are several manuscripts by Rose, some fragments et 

attempts at rolll8l'ltic stories but mainly short biographical and historical 

items centering &bout W. S. s., Martinsdale, aDd Ringling and the people 

she knew there. 

The moat substantial work by Rose is Gone Are the Days, which 

exists in an early draft and two final copies. It is essentially the story 

of her Mother, beginning with the start weetverd in 1881, re~unting the • • 



the early experiences ot the family in Montana, and eventually moving into 

sketches of events and people ilmportant to Hoae. _7 There is ev~dence that 
~-a}dKJ.4J}/ 

with the help of Grace Stone Coates she attempted ta interest the Q&ftdwell 

Printers but they pleaded too many prior commitments. It is W3 guess that 

thi:a manuscript and other papers by Rose should be issued in serial form 

by the local newspaper. 

The material by Taylor Gordon, while less in amol1Dt, provid~s mu.ch 

~~'.!ir publishing possibil ties. T.1ere are indications that he tried for 

a reissua of S66n To Be through Profess()f\ Hemenway and also vanity presses, 

but it would appear that he expected to recoup much of the fortunes he felt 

cheated out of, a.na that he got no where. Its copyright, if there was a renewal, 

which we should find out, is willed to the State of Montana. If the work 

was renewed ig its 28th year, it might fall into tha.t group of works auto­

matically extended until a new copyright law is enacted. 

There are surprisingly few scraps a.bout his musical career, a few 

programs, an att~mpt or two at composition, and two or three photographs. 

There are several papers relating to his attempt to establish the Gordon 

junk as antiques and to set himself up in that business in his later ye~rs. 

There ia even a lot of material 'f a correspondence course in typing. 

The main item is a manuscript dated Dec. 23, 1970, called 

B'1'B Seq., which begins, "Thia is the second half of my life story ••• 

Hol lio\ lihat's he doin1 now?" One copy in a three-ring binder looks like 

a final draft with corrections and indications for the typist, but there 

is no final typesoript. There are, instead, a veTY confusing mess of 

earlier~ drafts, almost impossible to piece together, that were rolled up 

in bits, held by rubber bands, and stuck in bread and grocerj sacks. 

The 131 P8888 of <{derly manuscript, double-spaced typing in the 

binder, detail the growth of htj persecution complex into paranoia a.nd 

complete mental collapse durin.2 about twelve )19&.rs of incarceration in 

mental hospitals. It ie incredibly r~membered, end the work should be 

a publiahable item if P.dited by a literary psychiatrist. And a full 

study of Daonda in relation tb '!he Grapes of Wrath neede to be done. 

In addition to the above, there are a ngmber of letters written 

and recieved while he was under restraint, one very eloquAnt 'Q the 

le~tf8¥i t!ta•e Attolirney General p~ading his case. - " 



These shorter bits are of interest: 

"Bms.nuel '!'eylor Gordon wa.s born •••• " is a t wc-page Fll\lici ty 

release scribblet in pencil with an attacked typed page ~h~'\ J. Ro~amund 
Johnson, his accompanist. 

"Born in 'Whj te Sulphur Spg~ . t · ~ '1 ~ 9t · 1 '1 _ ~ ~ '.'.... is a f'ottr-pa.ge 

pencilled autobiogr&phy to 19~5. It fills in somA details between Born To Be 

and B'l'B Seq. 
JI ~ 

''To SenatDr John McClellan, D. Ark, dated October•, 1955, is an account 

of his imagined drafting by the 8X1IJ3" secret service to hepp catc~ his persecutors 

through "an experiment in Electrmnics," obviously that radio in his head 

that the networks had bugged. 

"To----- Dear Sirs The time has come •.• " dated April 28, 1959, 
J 

from w. s. s. , is a twelve-page typed letter recounting his struggles from about 

1939 until he was allowd to return to MontSl'lt\J Feb 6, 1959. This must have 

been writ•en in a resonably calm period, for it is quite objective oo~ed 

to BTB Seq. 
There is also a letter to J. Edgar Hoover, dated May 8, 1959, 

enclosing a tvo-page"lummary ol !tr Experiences," ending with the hope that 

he might now resume his musical career. He did, with a few concerts in 

W.S. s., Great Falls, etc. 

Among th~ papers are ma.ny state a.nd regional clippi~ with little 

( and surprisingly so) about the Negro problem. Tllere is a sixteen~page pen­

wri tten pa.per oa.lled "The History of the Negro Race~ It is unsigned a.nd 

handwriting is hard to identify. It is so factual that it sounds like 
' a te~paper oopetd from printed sources. 

With several oopieSof his 1967 The Man Who Built the Stone Castle 

there ia some manuscript. 4nWllber of letters begging assiatance from th~ 

wealth3' indicate that he got little or none. 

While my New York experience was in educational publishing, I 
~ 

believe a publit!w"b.&t.-book or tiilecould be ma.de out of Born To Be, Da.onda 

and The Grapea of Wrath, and St! Seq.with the usual editing and bridging. 
' I had once hoped I might do it, but with nzy present commitments in Montana 

~rchaeology, I believe the task should fall to a younger man. 

Mr. Hemenw~ ~ be interested to know that Ivan Doig of Seattle 

ia interested in Tlcy-lor Gordon and has written a short biography 'T~lor 

Gordon, A Montan&15ang,! several copies of which are in the Gordon papers. 
) 

Sincerely, 

lU4<trk. D»~~ 
Mauck Brammer 





1 Ap 3, '72 -- Vivian Paladin called, in reply to my letter. 
Asked if I lmew Taylor Gordon is dead, and didn't I think we'd 
need an update. Told her I krBw, and she already has an update 
from me. She said they pay about it¢/word; after bit of hassle, 
we agreed on $100 for too article. Asked me to keep her apprised 
of my address when we go abroad; said tbe article likely would 
appear in '13 volume year • 

My reactlon: ste still seems to have shaky ideas about t tB 
article, which probably would resolved if she'd ever sit down 
am read it from end to end. Asked me if I preferred to have 
the piece back, told her noa, I can't mess with it any more. 



Vi vi an Paladin 
Edi tor 

OJTANA 
Ro be rt t Sixth 
Helena, ontana 59601 

Dear Viv" n 

52 Egerton Cre cent 
London S. • 3, England 

ovember 24, 1 72 

ihen e la t tal ed bout the Taylor Go rd.on a.rtic le, 
you a. ked me to rov·de you my London addres fter e 
ot ov r here. The above a.ddres will 1 st t :Lea. t through 

February 1, and from no until we return to Seattle in 1 t 
spring any ma.i 1 ent to our Seattle add res will be for arded 
to us promptly by a diligent frien , • 

Whenever the Gordon piece i ·n the offing, I ' d like 
a. cha.nc e to update my uthor ' io bit. l o, I do hope 
you do 't hold any qualms a.bout t e rese rch bolstering the 
article. I was pa.inst kin about it, a.rxl bac home in the 
files is an annotated version givi g solid sources for 
very thin in the art "cle. I only mention this bee use 

I no that ~non article are on file for a bile, they 
somehow tall un r suspicions th t they' re not s sound as 
the ide or i . in 1 y oun ed. 

London · eli ht, !though 
th scare storie s y. Carol and I 
for th . fir t report fr m Prent·c -

E S: A CO SOMER ' S GU I i . s 11 in 
isn't elling. 

I hope 1 · i 11 it y u. H 

t l e st a . exp en i ve as 
re aiting ith int re t 
11 on ho ell our 

-- or, perish the thought, 

.Y bol. y • 

reg ds 

Iv Do· 



Pala.di 

. "· 

.... .. 

15004 Li Vi • • 

Se t le, sh. 98133 
March 30. 1972 

• . ,. 
~ 

... 



Vivian Paladin 
Editor, MONI'ANA 
Roberts at SiXth 
Helena, Montana 59601 

Dear Vivian 

17021 10th Ave . NW 
Seattle, Wash . 98177 
April 2, 1975 

phone 206-542-6658 

I 'm doing a periaiic sweep of the files to see hOW' unpublisl'ed 
articles are faring , rurl rny piece on T ~lor Gordon is f ar and away 
tm longest- atan:iing . I think it 1 evident to \:oth of u by now, 
Vivian, that the article isn ' t right for you and never wi ll see print 
in MO · ANA . Why this is so, I haven ' t a elm . Looki~ b ck ov r our 
correspondence, I find you •ve been aneasy a.ll along. There were the 
Ct'allS es you alla-ted Taylar to mak , then my revision after his death, 
then a fairly inept revision by om of your staff assistants whie h I 
had to revise in turn. I don ' t knON what the problem has been, since 
I ' m able to document everything in too article. In all the writ~ 
I've done -- more than a hwrlred articles for national magazines , ab:mt 

dozen scholarl y journal pieces, and two books going on three ..... there ' s 
never been anything similar to this situationo 

Anyt1ay, isn't it time we called it quits on both en:is, as rar 
as this article is ooneerned? I \«)Uld appreciate having it back -­
t t is , having 1 t released to me . 

o hard feelirgs in W' of thi • I ' m sinply mere puzzled tlBn 
bothered. Maybe we can jibe better on some other project sometime . 

regards 

Iv8ll Doig 
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MONT~:A HISTOBl<JAL SOCIETY 
fi'imnded /865 

225 N . ROBERTS PHONE (406) 449-2694 HELENA.MONTANA 59601 

..... , 

Mr. Ivan Doig 
17021 16th Ave. NW 
Seattle, Washington 

Dear Ivan: 

April 10, 1976 

98177 

As a submitter a few times myself, I can understand the puzzlement, to 
say nothing of the frustration, you express in your recent letter !, Yes, the 
Taylor Gordon piece has always bothered me, and of course on reflection I 
know that I contributed to the total murkiness of this situation. Now that 
he's dead, one becomes somewhat more comfortable, but he is still a touchy 
subject. I agree with you that we have agonized long enough, and I return 
the revised version herewith. 

I am serious when I say, though, that I hope you have not written us 
off as a potential vehicle for Doig articles. You have been, aside from 
that, unfailingly courteous and I appreciate that. Before that last sentence 
I should have said that I think you write well / 

It has been a very long day, and so I hope this letter hangs together 
well enough for you to know how I feel regarding this matter. 

Best of good wishes, 

P.S. If there is other material~-illustrative, for instance--that you 
furnished, I hope you will let me know. But be specific, for we gathered 
quite a body of pictures from Taylor himself and from other sources , 

~1'/' 



AMERICAN HERITAGE PUBLISHING CO., INC. 
1221 Avenue of the Americas, New York, New York 10020 

Ms. Ann Nelson 
5015 Ivanhoe Place, N.E. 
Seattle, Washington 98105 

Dear Ms. Nelson: 

April 12, 1976 

Thanks for your query of March 22, addressed 
to Oliver Jensen (who is no longer with the magazine.) 

We feel that Taylor Gordon is too obscure a 
figure to suit our purposes, although we admire 
Ivan Doig's work. 

Sincerely, . 

EMH/jl E.::l~y~ 
Chairman, Board of Editors 



16 December 1977 

Ann-- v\A 1 
I~ 

tt'e story of Taylor Gordon haunted in an:l out of my ,... ork 
-this past year-- t every so often in the storyline my 

yourt er seJf simply co s upon hi , grinni~ an:I tragic, a wraith from 
Harlem so ehOJ wafted into a Montana cowtCMn. i th the Montana manuscript 
starti . its way through the Harcourt Brace assembly line, I think the ti. me 
has cone to begin queryi 1 to see :i1' Taylor at last can get his due, in a 
ma gazim piece . 

-±rC:t':B-t:i""--"'-~- t b st ssa of him 
Tayl Gordon was born , 

the son of former slaves, in fuite ulphur "'prings, Montana, in 1593 and 
died ther in 1971. s a you man, he became an occasional handyman ar 
factot,um for John Ringling, tte circus heir ho lived almost baronially in 
that area of Montam. Traveling on Ringli ' s private railroad car, Taylor 
got out and up i.n the world, ard one time in Bosmn, Rirglin f staked h.:i.m to 
a fe4 singing le sons. Gordon proved to have a colossal voice for . egro 
spirituals (I have so trouble callirg the "black" spirituals )and formed 
a concert team with J. Rosa orrl Johnson, brother of the ell- known black 
\llrHer, Janas Weldon Johnson. Gordon am Johnson made it big, performing 
at Carnegie Hall, touring Euro~; critics began to call Gordon t~ "la test 
rival" to Paul Robeson as a singer of spirituals . 

The money days lasted frorn about 1925 until tre Depression, ani while they 
did, Gordon consorted with the black intelligentsia of the "Harlem Renaissance" 
and wrote B0R 'fO BE wit.h the µi ternal help of novelist Carl Van Vechten . 
He also ent through mon y lile clean shirts, am early in the epression 
er:d ed up herding sheep back in Montana . Sonewhere in there began the paranoia 
which ruled the last half of his life. 

He became convinced th t J hn Steinbeck swiped tre idea for 'rHF ORAP!< S OF 
WRATH from him. (Gordon ' s publisher for BORN T(l B~ t1ad been Pasca l Covici , 
who becane Steinbeck ' a lj.felong editor . ) He also maintained that he had 
been cheat d out of great inventions, ar:d thc:it the governrrent had electronically 
bugged his head; he sprnt s me y ars ·n New Ycrk mental institutions during 
the late Forties and early if ties . (Robert e. nway' s in trod c tAi.on to the 
reissued BORN 'ID BE is instructive on all this , although Herrenway is shaky 
on the 4ontana backdrop of Gordon's life . ) 

Yet Gordon was tm farthest thirg from a raviq; loony. Rather, he was 
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a coTd.ial , ch arming nan, w:i. th a considerable gift of insight and a 
cryst llin nemory . When I interviewed him t length about ten years ago , 
M could r cit remrkably fine detail of the ew Yo sc ne in the 1920 ' s 
(J ' attachi.rg n page o so of excerpts as samples) and did so williq] ly. 
On the th r hand, he would n 1 t talk at all about his later lif e--tte 
paranoia pericrl • 

So, Taylor Gordon nt to th end of his days alo " a path fl.a sterned with 
ironies. He was the one er ative artist ever spawn d by hi.s hometown of 
hite Sulphur Spri ~s (a place he lov d d eply and uncritically, incidentally) , 

yet he wa also merely a loo al n character," and moreover the only black man 
in town . He had remarkably valuable lore in his head, but couldn •t keep 
himself delusion - free enough tJJ set it onto pap r. And he died in May of 
1971, fter the great circle of striving- fame ecUne isarray, back in tlE 
pione r cabin ere a born . 

Give my b ckgrourrl of hmnqs knCHn Taylor Gordon in too y ars woon I was 
gro up, nd the aterial I've gathered on our mutual horn town during 
my years of work on my wn book, too ar:tic 1 I see in this is summed up in 
th orki~ M tl : " Tam Big Enough for tb3 Two of Us?" It would be an 
exploratory narrative across two generations of a estern to n, along such 
lines a th 

--Tmt both Gordon and I have mulled White Sulphur Springs, fontam, and 
our upbringings there, to rite books about the place, and have coPle up 
with versions about as different as f)z (his) arrl Gophe Prairi (mine) . 

--Th t , a black man nd a poor nan in a town not notably kirrl on it her 
matters of race or poverty, found it t ne place he could live congenially, 
while I as a lower- ddle class bookish striv r frund it the prime place 
I could not live and wo k . 

--That, in its omewhat bizarre way, th American system found each of us 
there in our thwarted lineages and zoomed u ollt sideways to fresh chance : 
Gordon, of a f'imncially- and - sc:cially hopeles family of s 11-t n blacks , 
wa granted celebrityhocxi, New York dazzle, the affections of Harlem la.dies; 
I, from a liJE of homesteaders and cowboys , was given the propulsion of 
education, cholarships, jobs at desks where writing is done . 

--That, ineluctably, our orbit began to eras : I sou ht to interv:iew and 
wrj te about him f.or posterity ' s sake , and succeeded; he sought to influence 
t at portrait of himself to posterity, and doubtles succ eded as well . 

These, then, are sone of the ideas per king toward an article . I think it 
will rrake an unusua.1 piece , am a nellai and ttloughtful o • 'l' docwnentatlon 
is virtua.lly ideal--my n hours of taped interview with Goroon, copies of his 
letters from the Van Vecht n collection at Yale , his own b:>ok, and all the 
back rourrl I •v, accwnulat ad in th: work on my own book . o, let's see what 
you c n do; ru"d of course, if you find an editor intri.gted ough with the 
topic arrl gen ral story li , I'll ppily refir.e the article proposal itself . 
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Excerpts f m an interview ·th aylo Gor n, July, 1 68: 

We' h illa e s, in his~ 
artment--say, that i cl 1r L wis, h omebody. You kn , he 

·o ld sh pirit than I couJ.d used to get d wn ther 
three four clock in th nin' .a.rrl · e 1d end up si in' , after 
talkin' 11 about all bout t po tics of the •• 

p t the D pressi n, n everybcrly 
o to Fat r Divin get the 

cents, ee. you'd b surprised--
other, they'd e t in atber Di vi 1s, 

because hen you co ldn •t at d 11nt n you could go to th ivi. re ' s 
an:l get a h le ha f a chi.eken. You could get a mea yoo. couldn 1t pay 
:2 for dCJdllt m, for 35 cents, incltrlin ice er am dessert ••• rrl fie 

d 1em line up, I an y 'd t ought baseba l was gain 1 n. 

featur s and 
he always se ed 

I uldn •t h ve jtten 
V ch ten). Jhen I er1t to 

1 oo i hts and I ' 
to the 

abru fiv feet five o six, couldn't 
ei d a bout 180 po Wlds , arrl 
Johnson the ize fighter •••• 
br rrl he hro very gooo 

him over 20 year , d 
ame ••• 

it hadn't be for Carl (Van 
n I would ee 

Carl, r d the letter 
e said, ' Your letters are such 
s ys, 'you ve got w ite a 

, I can't e n }:ell." 
ys, "you rite t e book " 

ix o'clock in em rning, 
an h n rJ obooy -tould l:other 

to typin 1 it out, I ot 
, sh s 'very cultured 

dna 'd say, "You can't put 
ot so."· "Y u put it down that ay 
he' say, "it '11 be thro d in the · 

# 
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18 Deceni>er ' 77 

Ann--

Taylor Gordon revisited (am retyped) . Let ' s indeed try it on 
Robert Shnayerson at u...;sT/78, naking these points to him: 

--That Suzanoo tell of the Harp3r ' s editorial staff suggested 
sho oti it his way . 

- - That what I have in mini is not an excerpt from the ontana. book, 
or in any way connected . 

--Call his attention to too Covarrubias illustrations in BO 1 'lD BE, 
and add trat photos are available , as other illustration, from 
too Montana Historical Society • 

Seems to me there ' s an article in each of these oopies of UE0T which 
are in the genre of what J would do with Taylor Gordon--Pet r tthiessen ' s 
"Return to Bladensfie 1d" in S ptJOct ., am Christopher Finch's "Growi Up 
with Bud" in Jan/ li'eb; have a look , arrl cite th3m to Shnayerson if it feels 
rtght to you . 

ince hnayerson is anot r New York-based edit er , r haps a NYTimes riting 
sample woo.ld be b i:i st to send him--tm jogging ore , maybe , or maybe it and 
th Montana travel piece? 

Anyw y, here ' s the stuff . Go go . 

ivan 



Dear I van , 

April 6, 1985 ~Kl..Q_ 
Mar t insdale , Mont~na 

st(O S--J 

I have been working on a short bicgrar.hy of Grace 

Stone Coates and a reprint of some of her work and am to 

the st ge of trying tc find a ;;ub isher. I tock it to 

Mar t K Tho pson of the Mountain ?ress , who rejcctsd it be-
,, 

cause it 'i. rf{wasn ' t their t.:/f e of thing ... " and th8y were 

afraid there wouldn ' t be any ~rofit ~~i t . However , in 

the text of ~ h e biography I m~nticned thet Grace hcid help_d 

( amung msny) Taylor Go rdo n . One of the gals at Mt. rress 

q u e st .:. one d th is and further me n ti one 'J that you h ad d a n e 

some 1rJO r k on T a J lo r . Th is i ~ a 11 a v e-:: y lo n y way to s a 

that I ~hought you might like to see a p o em that GS C wrote 

about him . I hnv~ sumc reference to i m in a cou~le of 

letters :;S v11ell . 

Have en j cyed your books. es~~cially the first for 

cbvicus reasons , and s .. me tirne when y ou are i n the area 

would like to have PU .? S aut o gra~,hed. 

5 

r 
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by the wo.y, is a letter fror;J. Countee Callan. The idea is 

or ~l. sl'e d to do it ,,'iithout reference to a. dictionary, ~~nd wit~ · out 

lettinB one .human being correct a word. If it is as fu nny 

/~s his letters - and it vdll be - it will be crcat. He writes 

me for i nstance (when I. o.sked him to please confine himself 

to let'ters that I could drop without blowing mysel·f up ) . 

1Ffi1G reason I v1ri te the kind of letters I do is beca\_ .. se 

, ._: - ·I am so heal thy. r..:ost v1ri ters a.re a.lwa~rs sic~:: in bed half t he 

~--·;/ time. I~ vli:t-1 have to' catch me a bad malosie and ·be a wJ.i ter. 

It Wouldn't. be an~r tougher than this · qinging job.. " 

If you do institute/ the ranse / asc TayJ.:or to contribute. 

IIe, at 13 ast, sacriflced G heifers, once., to ~1~s fear of gl1osts , 
• 

- and it is a good story. You see Taylor is a .. .-ont ana bo/, and 

he knows a lot beside spirituals. 

I think the · idea of The Ran) e is ·good, and it wo n t be so ha.rd 

, not to D'e taken in. Let me help , the re. There are wa/s ·of. 

checking up on people •. 

- The "too-modest" matter. No , rca.l~y, where I am st.u .. e· ·I am c ock-

sure; and I am very elad indeed that you to·~ k th 0 trouble to 

say all you did .for r.1y reassurance. It is Ilot et all that I want' 
-

praise, but that I do not think: anJ one knov1s r.1UCh about critici .;;m. 
I 

But if I am free tc express myself a.s. I feel, and as vic;orously 
.,.,.... T _,____ .,.. 



by H.G.Uerriam 

11ontana. 

TAY.LOR GORpON '. I " 
Grace Stone Coates 

the shrivele4 grass 

Drumming of drops that roll, 

Le~sen, suspend, prqlong; 

So, trom your spirit, pass 

Over ·my thirsty soul 

Torr nts of peaoe and pain, 

Quickening floods of song. 

,. ~;,.~;µ -~-----­
• 1111"$, Yt1s ff 'fls kie : 

• • 
~.!{,;_. ff? or#b 1H ;~,. 
" • -"'""•¥ 1 ' 7 .. ., t.r tin,. • 
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