> TeViEw ougnt 10 come witn scent strips
for sampling an array of fresh aquatic fra-
grances. Swiss Lake. Old Salt. Seascape
Spray. River Bouquet. Eau de ’Eau. Or just
take this paper down to the river and imag-
ine some of the architectural visions that could take
shape there. “Architecture + Water,”” a new exhibition
at.the Van Alen Institute in Chelsea, presents five
sparkling projects for sites related to water use. As New
York lurches fitfully forward to a renewed waterfront,
here are some alternatives to Chelsea Piers, retrograde
esplanades and luxury housing by Richard Meier. These
five visions are actually being built.

Infrastructure projects can be appreciated for the
power of their engineering, as with the George Washing-
ton Bridge, or they can provide opportunities for artistic
expression. The works on view here fall into the second
category. They are presented within a crisp and infor-
mative installation designed by the show’s curators,
Paul Lewis, David Lewis and Marc Tsurumaki of
Lewis.Tsurumaki.Lewis in Manhattan. Historical ante-
cedents for these' new works are depicted on a photo-
graphic frieze running through the galleries.

The Lake Whitney Water Treatment Plant in Ham-
den, Conn., is perhaps the most poetically expressive
project of the five. Designed by Steven Holl and Michael
Van Valkenburgh, the plant was conceived as a destina-
tion attraction for schoolchildren and others who wish to
contemplate our evolving relationship to nature.
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manner of 18th-century architecture parlante. Ledoux’s
1773-79 design for a riverkeeper’s house comes to mind.
Like that visionary project, Mr. Holl draws on classical
precedent. He invariably derives proportions from the
Golden Section. Yet his forms assume the Romantic
suppleness of organic design.

Mr. Holl’s design process has a natural affinity with
the function of this project. We might call his studio a
Watercolor Treatment Plant. His interiors especially
are developed in painted sketches of perspectival space.
Typically the space curves off toward the horizon line,
where the curvature of ceiling and wall merge.

This personal method of working produces public
spaces that are gentle but far from neutral, and I
anticipate that this will be one of Mr. Holl’s finest. He has
suppressed the urge to adorn the structure with stylized
representations of the Golden Section, a mannerism that
was never needed to appreciate the rigor underlying his
approach.

Mr. Van Valkenburgh is a splashy form maker but
not a sophisticated thinker. Here he has made a few
more of those outdoor rooms he has created in the past,
most notably for the sculpture garden at the Walker Art
Center in Minneapolis. Six gardens represent different
stages in the filtration process. The design is adequate
for a “machine in the garden’ approach, but I’'m not
confident that this approach is the right one for an era

Continued on Page 34
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For Love of vy,
And Civility

By RICHARD RUDA

Perhaps the greatest pleasure Oxford University
offers its many visitors is the hope, never disappointed,
of unexpectedly coming upon an utterly disarming view
or an exceptionally beautiful old building. While Yale
University cannot match Oxford’s antiquity, neither is it,
at three centuries old this year, a parvenu.

Yale can also fairly compete with Oxford in archi-
tectural quality, its postwar buildings making it, in the
estimation of the architectural historian G. E. Kidder
Smith, “‘a mecca for architects from all over the world.”

Yale’s compact urban campus is also delightfully
picturesque, thanks to its many superbly designed and
meticulously detailed neo-Gothic buildings of the 1920’s
and 30’s. Like Oxford, Yale has world-class libraries and
museums, including the finest collection of British art

outside Britain. Given its proximity to New York — a 90- :
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Yale’s tricentennial: A Branford
College courtyard by James
Gamble Rogers, class of 1889.

Town and gown: Yale
highlights, Page 39. .

minute train ride rather than a trans-Atlantic flight —
Yale is an irresistible weekend destination.

Yale’s hometown, New Haven, itself almost 400
years old, adds to the pleasures of a weekend visit. A
spacious New England green graced by a row of three
handsome early 19th-century churches, a historic ceme-
tery with a majestic Egyptian Revival gateway and
countless illustrious occupants, and the restaurants in
which pizza and the hamburger sandwich are said to
have been invented (both still great places to eat) are
just a few of the city’s attractions.

In 1638 the Rev. John Davenport and the merchant
Theophilus Eaton founded the New Haven Colony to
establish a Puritan ‘“Bible State” in which, by its origi-
nal covenant, ‘‘the word of God shall be the onely rule to
be attended into in ordering the affayres of govern-
ment.”” By 1660 the New Haven Colony extended as far

Continued on Page 39
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An early housewarming gift: Ralph
Esmerian is donating his notable collection
to the Museum of American Folk Art.
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A show at the Japan Society explores
Frank Lloyd Wright’s other passion,
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“Moritz Daniel Oppenheim: Jewish
Identity in 19th-Century Art,”
at the Yeshiva University Museum.

BOOKS OF THE TIMES 41

A mix of mundane and magical:
Louise Erdrich’s “Last Report on
the Miracles at Little No Horse.”
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west as Greenwich and even took in
Southold on Long Island’s North
Fork. By 1665, however, after the
ceollapse of Cromwell’s Puritan re-
gime and the restoration of King
Charles II, the larger, worldlier Con-
necticut Colony had swallowed up
the New Haven €olony. .

Thirty-five years later, a dozen
Puritan elders from throughout Con-
necticut (all but one of them Har-
vard graduates) established an insti-
tution to guarantee an adequate sup-
ply of reliably orthodox ministers,
which the distant and dangerously
heterodox Harvard could not pro-
vide. The first home of this “Colle-
giate School” was in Saybrook, 25
miles east of New Haven. The tiny
school experienced 15 years of tenu-
ous and peripatetic existence until it
moved to New Haven, a thriving sea-
port and Connecticut’s largest me-
tropolis (population 1,500).

In 1718 the fledgling institution fi-
nally gained a secure fiscal footing
thanks to Elihu Yale, a merchant
who had made a fortune while gover-
nor of Madras and whose grandpar-
ents had been among New Haven’s
founders. Yale’s gift included valu-
able books, several bales of East
Indian goods (resold at a huge prof-
it) and a Kneller portrait of King
George 1. Hence the name Yale Col-
lege. (Sadly, Elihu Yale probably
never saw New Haven or the college
named after him.)

Throughout the 18th and 19th cen-
turies Yale remained a staunchly
conservative institution with a dis-
tinctly Protestant orientation. But
during the 1800’s it also added an
array of professional schools: medi-
cine, divinity, law, music, art and the
first graduate school in the United
States to award a Ph.D. In the 20th
century there followed schools of for-
estry, nursing, drama, architecture
and management, culminating in to-
day’s renowned university.

The Central Core

I began my visit on a bright Satur-
day morning on Yale’s Old Campus,
across from New Haven’s Green.
Here, at the corner of College and
Chapel Streets, the Collegiate School
opened in New Haven. The Old Cam-

“pus remains an epicenter of the uni-
versity, providing dormitory accom-
modation for most freshmen and a
site for major ceremonies. It has
Yale’s two oldest buildings: Connect-
icut Hall (1753), a National Historic
Landmark that is a deliberate copy
of Massachusetts Hall at Harvard,
and the former library (1842), the
university’s first foray into the Goth-
ic Revival architectural style. (It is
now Dwight Hall, the center for pub-
lic service at Yale.)

In front of Connecticut Hall stands
Bela Lyon Pratt’s statue of Nathan

CAM. GloveRfor The New Yore Times
On the histéric New Haven Green: The First Church of Christ, which is also known as Center Church.

Crossing High Street from the Old
Campus, one enters the world of
Yale’s 12 residential eollegces Al-

practical architect need not be stylis-
tically innovative to define an institu-
tion’s nhvsgical identitv Hig oroun of

Chapel of King’s College, Cam-
bridge, built from 1446 to 1515.

Roocere did not simnlv narrof come
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Similar architectural attributes
are evident in the centerpiece of
Yale’s campus, Sterling Memorial
Library (1930); its initial design was
by Bertram Grosvenor Goodhue, al-
though Rogers took over the project
after Goodhue’s death. Highlights in-
clude the main entrance, with sculp-
tures by Lee Laurie (whose statue of
Atlas is in Rockefeller Center), and
the vast Gothic “nave’”’ (main hall)
decorated with carved reliefs of
Yale’s early history. The nave culmi-
nates in an ‘“‘altar’’ (the circulation
desk) consisting of a kitschy mural
of Alma Mater flanked by depictions
of Truth, Music, Divinity and Litera-
ture, the creation of a Yale art pro-
fessor whose name is best forgotten.

The Library’s main reading room
and cloistered inner courtyard are
unusually beautiful places to study
or converse (quietly). Rogers’s Law
School (1931) and Hall of Graduate
Studies (1932) also have tranquil
courtyards with charming neo-Goth-
ic details like decorated Roman-
esque arches and oriel windows. And
don’t miss the amusing policeman,
robber and judge carved at eye level
along the Wall Street facade of the
Law School.

Warmth in Poured Concrete

Just behind Mory'’s, a private eat-
ing club on York Street, are two of
the four colleges not designed by
Rogers. Built in the early 1960’s,
Morse and Ezra Stiles Colleges are
by Eero Saarinen (class of 1934), the
Finnish-American architect who was
as innovative and visionary as Rog-
ers was conservative and traditional.
Constructed of poured concrete,
Morse and Stiles nonetheless man-
age to conyey warmth and intimacy,

Where the magic
of a courtyard
casts its spell.

wife, Barbara, and his infant son,
George W. (born in New Haven on
July 6, 1946), lived on the first floor.
There were disadvantages to having
Yale’s president, Charles Seymour,
as a neighbor: one day Mr. Seymour
is said to have asked Mr. Bush to
remove George W.'s diapers from
the backyard clothesline because he
was expecting an important guest.

Hillhouse Avenue ends at Sachem
Street, at the foot of Philip Johnson's
three-building science complex, con-
structed in 1963-65. One block west is
another of Yale’s groundbreaking
modern buildings, Saarinen’s Ingalls
Hockey Rink (1958), a soaring struc-
ture that prefigures his T.W.A. Ter-
minal at Kennedy Airport in New
York.

Sunday morning is also an ideal
time to visit three beautiful churches
on the New Haven Green: the United
Church on the Green (North
Church), the First Church of Christ
(Center Church) and Trinity Episco-
pal Church, all built from 1812-16.
Together they make up the center-
piece of the New Haven Green His-
toric District, another National His-
toric Landmark.

Ithiel Town designed both the
Georgian Center Church and the
Gothic Revival Trinity Church. Cen-
ter Church is noteworthy for the por-
trait of Town in its foyer and for its
crypt (New Haven’s first burying
ground), with gravestones dating
back to 1687. Trinity Church played a
pivotal role in America’s architec-
tural history; in the words of William
H. Pierson Jr., it is ‘“‘one of the re-
markable churches of the period,”
reflecting “a decisive turn” in the
Gothic Revival movement just then
reaching the United States.

Three other sights surround the
Green. The New Haven Free Public
Library, designed by Cass Gilbert
and dedicated in 1911, is at the corner
of Elm and Temple Streets. The
city’s stunningly restored High Vic-
torian City Hall (1861), designed by
Henry Austin, is on Church Street,
between Elm and Chapel. In front of
City Hall is the Amistad Memorial,
erected on the site of the jail in which
the Africans who won control of the
Amistad slave ship in 1839 were im-
prisoned while awaiting trial.

Walking back to the Yale campus,
I stumbled upon a vestige of the
short-lived New Haven Colony — a
large monument behind Center
Church that marks the burial place
of John Dixwell. He was one of three
regicides (the 50-odd signatories of

thao Aoath uwrarrant nf Kinog Charlac 1



1 QIT D LWU UIUTDL DULIULNES | Lonnect-
icut Hall (1753), a National Historic
Landmark that is a deliberate copy
of Massachusetts Hall at Harvard,
and the former library (1842), the
university’s first foray into the Goth-
ic Revival architectural style. (It is
now Dwight Hall, the center for pub-
lic service at Yale.)

In front of Connecticut Hall stands
Bela Lyon Pratt’s statue of Nathan
Hale, Yale Class of 1773, a New Lon-
don schoolmaster who fought in the
Revolutionary Army and then
served bravely but with a conspicu-
ous lack of success as a spy. On Sept.
21, 1776, while returning from his
first mission, to British-held Long
Island, Hale was captured in Man-
hattan. He was hanged the next day,
age 21, his last words said to have
been “I only regret that I have but
one life to lose for my country.”

Richard Ruda, who received two de-
grees in history from Yale, frequent-

M .‘ lo er or ' New Y
On the historic New Haven Green: The First Church of Christ, which is also known as Center Church.

Crossing High Street from the Old
Campus, one enters the world of
Yale’s 12 residential colleges. Al-
though there are slightly more Yale
graduate students (5,688 in last fall’s
enrollment) than undergraduates
(5,278), the residential colleges de-
fine the university. Each freshman is
randomly assigned to a college,
though most do not take up residence
there until sophomore year.

Eight of Yale’s 10 original residen-
tial colleges and the principal older
buildings at the heart of the campus

-are the work of James Gamble Rog-

ers, class of 1889. Rogers’s fashion-
ing of Yale’s architecture in the
1920’s and 30’s demonstrates that a

practical architect need not be stylis-
tically innovative to define an institu-
tion’s physical identity. His group of
Collegiate Gothic and Georgian Re-
vival buildings in Yale’s compact
central core indelibly established the
university’s character.

Many of Rogers’s most conspicu-
ous buildings are frankly derivative,
but fortunately he had impeccable
taste. Harkness Tower, Yale’s neo-
Gothic icon, was inspired by the stag-
geringly beautiful 15th-century tow-
er of St. Botolph’s Church in Boston,
Lincolnshire. Wrexham Tower is
modeled on the 16th-century tower of
St. Giles Church in Wrexham, Wales
(where Elihu Yale is buried). The

Chapel of King’s College, Cam-
bridge, built from 1446 to 1515.
Rogers did not simply parrot some
of England’s finest medieval struc-
tures. By placing within his larger
buildings  innumerable smaller

. spaces in an exquisitely (and often

humorously) embellished neo-Gothic
style, he created an academic setting
in an urban locale that is simulta-
neously inviting, functional and se-
cluded. Rogers’s gifts are manifest
throughout his eight colleges, as well
as in his other Yale buildings. One of
his finest works is Branford College,
whose four courtyards are flanked
by Harkness and Wrexham Towers
and enriched throughout with neo-

ly writes about architecture.

technically skilled, meticulous and

Law School library is based on the

Gothic details.

From Hallowed Halls to the Place Where Louis Dwells

Events for Yale’s 300th birthday are listed in a
Tercentennial Events Calendar, available at
the Yale Visitor Information Center, 149 Elm
Street, (203) 432-2300, and at www.yale.edu/
yale300. The Yale Bulletin and Calendar ap-
pears each Friday of the academic year and
lists the week’s concerts, lectures, plays and
sports events, almost all open to visitors; the
Bulletin is also at www.yale.edu/opa/current/
calendar.html. Information about New Haven
is available from the Greater New Haven Con-
vention and Visitors’ Bureau, (800) 332-STAY
or (203) 777-8550, and at the bureau’s Web site,
www.newhavencvb.org.

Yale Attractl_ons

TOURS OF YALE, Yale Visitor Information Center, 149 ElIm
Street, (203) 432-2300. Open weekdays, 9 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.,
and weekends, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free student-led guided
tours, preceded by a 15-minute video, at 10:30 a.m. and 2
p.m. Mondays through Fridays and 1:30 p.m. on Saturdays
and Sundays.

YALE CENTER FOR BRITISH ART, 1080 Chapel Street,

(203) 432-2800. Tuesdays through Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 5
p.m.; Sundays, noon to 5 p.m. A permanent collection, tem-
porary exhibitions, lectures, readings, films and other
events related to British culture. Architectural tours of the
museum, designed by Louis Kahn, are scheduled at 11 a.m.
the third Saturday of each month.

YALE UNIVERSITY ART GALLERY, 1111 Chapel Street,
(203) 432-0600. Tuesdays through Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 5
p.m.; Sundays, 1 to 6 p.m. An extensive permanent collec-
tion and frequent temporary exhibitions. The reinstallation
of the Garvan Collection of American paintings and decora-
tive arts has opened. ‘‘Printed Portraits From the Time of
Elihu Yale” and “Ancients and Moderns: Tradition and
Transformation in the Art of Asia’ run through Sunday.

STERLING MEMORIAL LIBRARY, 120 High Street, (203) 432-
1775. Mondays through Thursdays, 8:30 a.m. to midnight ;
Fridays, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Saturdays, 10 am.to 5 p.m.;
Sundays, 1 p.m. to midnight. i

BEINECKE RARE BOOK AND MANUSCRIPT LIBRARY, 121
Wall Street, (203) 432-2977. Mondays through Fridays, 8:30
a.m. to 5 p.m.; Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Permanent ex-
hibits include Yale’s copy of the Gutenberg Bible and Audu-
bon’s “Birds of North America.” Many temporary exhibi-
tions throughout the year.

New Haven Attactions

GROVE STREET CEMETERY, 227 Grove Street, (203) 787-
1443. Open daily, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; office open weekdays, 9
a.m. to noon. A self-guided walking tour and brochure is
available at the office or by calling Friends of the Grove
Street Cemetery, (203) 230-9858. The Friends offer free
one-hour walking tours on Saturdays at 11 a.m. from June 7

through early October.

UNITED CHURCH ON THE GREEN (North Church), corner
of Temple and Elm Streets on New Haven Green, (203) 787-
4195. Services on Sundays at 10:30 a.m.; visits at other
times by appointment.

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST IN NEW HAVEN, (Center
Church), mid-block on Temple Street on New Haven Green,
(203) 787-0121. Services on Sundays at 9:45 a.m.; visits at
other times by appointment. Crypt with remains of original
New Haven burying ground is open on Sundays from 11
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. during winter months; from April to No-
vember, crypt tours are available on Thursdays and Satur-
days, 11 am.tolp.m.

TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH, corner of Temple and Chap-
el Streets on New Haven Green, (203) 624-3101. Services on
Sundays at 7:45 a.m., 9 a.m. and 1 p.m.; visits at other
times by appointment.

NEW HAVEN COLONY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 114 Whitney
Avenue, (203) 562-4183. Tuesdays through Fridays, 1 p.m.
to 5 p.m.; Saturdays and Sundays, 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Perma-
nent exhibits on New Haven’s history and the Amistad af-
fair of 1839-41. The excellent Walking Tour of Historic New
Haven brochure is available here.

What to Read

“NEW HAVEN: A GUIDE TO ARCHITECTURE AND URBAN
DESIGN,” by Elizabeth Mills Brown, Yale University Press,
$15. Although not updated since its publication in 1976, this
is an exemplary, comprehensive guide to the buildings of
Yale and New Haven.

“GREEN GUIDE TO YALE UNIVERSITY AND NEW HAVEN,”
Michelin Travel Publications, $14.95. Good though brief
overview of Yale and downtown New Haven. Fine for a
quick visit, with descriptive and historical information and
practical details.

“THE YALE: A GUIDE TO YALE AND NEW HAVEN,” $4.50 at

Yale Visitor Information Center and the Yale Bookstore, 77
Broadway. Yale’s detailed guide to every aspect of student
life, with information about places to eat and things to do.

“STOVER AT YALE,” by Owen Johnson (Class of 1900) with
period illustrations by Frederick R. Gruger and a new in-
troduction by Judith Ann Schiff, $14.95 at the Yale Book-
store only. Dink Stover has become a Yale stereotype, but
the Stover of Johnson’s novel (originally serialized in 1911-
12) is a complex and sympathetic character despite his
herculean achievements on the gridiron. Johnson paints a
critical insider’s portrait of the highly stratified and sur-
prisingly anti-intellectual Yale of a century ago. ;

Where to Stay

OMNINEW HAVEN HOTEL AT YALE, 155 Temple Street,
(800) 843-6664 or (203) 772-6664. A 305-room hotel on Tem-
ple Street, a half-block south of the New Haven Green. Dou-
ble rooms: $119 weekends ; $169 weekdays.

HOLIDAY INN, 30 Whalley Avenue, adjacent to the Yale
campus, (800) 465-4329 or (203) 777-6221. A 160-room hotel
with courteous service. Double rooms start at $95.

THE COLONY, 1157 Chapel Street, (800) 458-8810 or
(203) 776-1234. An 86-room hotel near the Yale Art Gallery
and the Center for British Art. Double rooms: $95.

Where to Eat ,

FRANK PEPE’S PIZZERIA NAPOLETANA, 157 Wooster
Street, (203) 865-5762. New Havenites swear that pizza was
invented in 1925 by Frank Pepe in this old Italian-American
neighborhood six blocks east of the New Haven Green.
Hours: Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, 4 p.m. to 10
p.m.; Fridays and Saturdays, 11:30 a.m. to 11 p.m.; Sun-
days, 2:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. Patience is essential at peak
times on weekends.

SALLY’S APIZZA, 237 Wooster Street, (203) 624-5271. A good
nearby alternative, said to have been Bill Clinton’s favorite
when he was at Yale Law School. Hours: Tuesdays through
Thursdays, 5 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.; Fridays and Saturdays, 5
p.m. to11:30 p.m.; Sundays, 5 p.m. to 10 p.m.

LIBBY’S ITALIAN PASTRY SHOP, 139-41 Wooster Street,
(203) 772-0380. Serves gelato, spumoni, ices and pastries.
Mondays through Wednesdays, 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.; Fridays
and Saturdays, 11 a.m. to midnight ; Sundays, 11 a.m. to 9
p.m.

UNION LEAGUE CAFE, 1032 Chapel Street, near College
Street, (203) 562-4299. A beautifully appointed restaurant
with excellent food and understated service in an 1860
building that was first the town house of a wealthy industri-
alist, then the private Union League Club. Lunch, Mondays
through Fridays, 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.; dinner, Mondays
through Thursdays, 5 to 9:30 p.m., Fridays and Saturdays, 5
to 10 p.m.

LOUIS’ LUNCH, 261-263 Crown Street, (203) 562-5507. Yale’s
famous ‘‘Whiffenpoof Song’’ praises ‘‘the tables down at
Mory’s’” and ‘“‘the place where Louis dwells.”” Mory’s re-
mains a private eating club, but Louis’ Lunch, where the
hamburger sandwich is said to have been invented in 1895,
still serves great burgers cooked on unusual vertical gas
broilers. Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 11 a.m. to4 p.m.;
Thursdays through Saturdays, noon to 2 a.m. Hamburgers
are $3.50 with or without cheese; ketchup is prohibited.

YANKEE DOODLE, 258 Elm Street, (203) 865-1074. A tiny
place that has fed generations of students its burgers,
shakes and, above all, the pig in a blanket (a hot dog with
cheese and bacon). Mondays through Saturdays, 6 a.m. to
6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Getting There

BY TRAIN Trains run frequently between Manhattan and
New Haven’s Union Station, designed by Cass Gilbert:
from Penn Station on Amtrak, (800) USA-RAIL or

(212) 582-6875 or www.amtrak.com; and from Grand Cen-
tral Terminal on the Metro-North Railroad, (800) METRO-
INFO or (212) 532-4900 or www.mta.nyc.ny.us. Amtrak
trains, which leave hourly from 5:30 a.m. to as late as 9
p.m., are $35 one way. On Metro-North, trains run hourly
from 5:57 a.m. to 1:30 a.m. The fare is $15.25 one way dur-
ing peak hours, which are 4 to 8 p.m., and $11.50 during off-
peak hours.

BY CAR Driving from west or east of New Haven, use 1-95,
EXits 47 or 48. From the north, I-91 terminates in downtown
New Haven.

ing club on York Street, are two of
the four colleges not designed by
Rogers. Built in the early 1960’s,
Morse and Ezra Stiles Colleges are

. by Eero Saarinen (class of 1934), the

Finnish-American architect who was
as innovative and visionary as Rog-
ers was conservative and traditional.
Constructed of poured concrete,
Morse and Stiles nonetheless man-
age to conyey warmth and intimacy,
and harmonize with Yale’s other col-
leges.

(The two .other colleges not de-
signed by Rogers are Calhoun, the
work of John Russell Pope, and Silli-
man, by Eggers & Higgins.)

Saturday ended at the Beinecke
Rare Book and Manuscript Library
(1963), another of Yale’s landmarks
of modern architecture. The work of
Gordon Bunshaft, Beinecke’s walls
are octagonal panels of Vermont
marble whose interior faces vary in
amber hue in direct relation to the
level of exterior sunlight.

Early Sunday morning I visited
Grove Street Cemetery, just across
from Yale Law School. Founded in
1796, it was the first of the land-
scaped cemeteries that proliferated
in 19th-century America. The en-
trance is a monumental Egyptian
Revival gateway (1845) designed by
Henry Austin, buried nearby. The
rare but fittingly lugubrious Egyp-
tian style was chosen, according to
the cemetery’s history, because it
was ‘‘in vogue at that time and suffi-
ciently massive, but without offense
to denominational sensibilities.”

Buried in the cemetery are such
eminent New Haven personages as
Theophilus Eaton, co-founder of the
New Haven Colony; Roger Sherman,
signer of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, the Constitution and the
Articles of Confederation; Noah
Webster (class of 1778) of lexico-
graphical fame; Eli Whitney (class
of 1792), inventor of the cotton gin;
Charles Goodyear, who ‘‘invented”
vulcanized rubber by accident; Ithiel
Town, New Haven’s finest architect;
Walter Camp (class of 1880), the
Yale coach known as the ‘“‘father of
American football”; and many Yale
presidents. Last year the cemetery

was designated a National Historic

Landmark.

I walked from there to nearby
Hillnouse Avenue, once called by
Charles Dickens the most beautiful
street in America. Its towering elm
trees long gone, Hillhouse is less im-
pressive today, although the univer-
sity is now in the midst of a combined
horticultural and architectural reno-
vation along the avenue’s main
block. Many of its grand homes have
been reincarnated as Yale offices
and classrooms. Only two buildings
caught my eye. No. 43, a Georgian
Revival mansion, is the residence of
Yale’s president. To its right, 37 Hill-
house Avenue houses the economics
department but has interesting asso-
ciations with two recent American
presidents, both named Bush.

After World War II Yale subdi-
vided 37 Hillhouse into 13 tiny apart-
ments for returning servicemen and
their families. From 1946 to 1948
George H.W. Bush, a Yale under-
graduate home from the war, his
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the Africans who won control of the
Amistad slave ship in 1839 were im-
prisoned while awaiting trial.

Walking back to the Yale campus,
1 stumbled upon a vestige of the
short-lived New Haven Colony — a
large monument behind Center
Church that marks the burial place
of John Dixwell. He was one of three
regicides (the 50-odd signatories of
the death warrant of King Charles I
in January 1649) who cannily sought
refuge in staunchly Puritan New Ha-
ven after the restoration of Charles
II in 1660.

Two other regicides, Edward
Whalley and William Goffe, hid for a
time in Judges Cave, in what is now
West Rock Park, before moving to
the Massachusetts Bay Colony. Dix-
well settled in New Haven, adopted
the pseudonym James Davids, mar-
ried twice and lived in perfect re-
spectability until he died in 1689. The
regicides are commemorated by
three downtown New Haven thor-
oughfares, Dixwell, Whalley and
Goffe.

Art and Panoramic Views

On Sunday afternoon I visited
Yale’s two outstanding art mu-
seums, both of which are free to the
public. The Yale Art Gallery has an
excellent, comprehensive collection,
and its 1953 extension was the first
major commission for the American
architect Louis Kahn. Across the
street is Kahn’s Center for British
Art (1977), completed after his-
death. His last work is light, spa-
cious, airy and constructed of beauti-
ful materials: burnished steel, white
oak and travertine marble. It houses
a notable assemblage of British
paintings displayed along thematic
lines.

My weekend visit ended at the
neighboring Art and Architecture
Building (1963), designed by the bril-
liant and uncompromising Paul Ru-
dolph when he was dean of the Yale
School of Architecture. This building
is Brutalism (a short-lived midcen-
tury school) at its most self-con-
sciously brutal — an oversize, asym-
metrical amalgam of rough-hewn
beige concrete, colossal colliding
members and large expanses of
glass.

Since its completion it has been
critically controversial, and reviled
by art students because of its im-
practical studio spaces. Recently
designated the exclusive domain of
the architecture school, the building
just received an alumni gift of $20
million to restore its shabby and
much-altered interior.

But the Art and Architecture
Building is indisputably superior to
other Yale buildings in one respect:
the panoramic views of old Yale
from its seventh floor and the adja-
cent rooftop terrace.

As I gazed across Yale’s neo-medi-
eval skyline of towers and turrets, I
fleetingly imagined, as Rogers had
no doubt hoped, that I was in Oxford,
But in the end I was perfectly happy
to be in New Haven, an admiring
bystander at the 300th birthday ofa
great university. y



A few more notes about picture possibilities for the Taylor Gordon
article :

~-- Among the photocopies Yale sent was the attached letter from
the Helena Public Library in 1935. Is it possible they might
still have the photo at the Library?

-- (Mrs.) Anne Whelpley, Library Assistant, The Beinecke fare
Book and Manuseript Library, Yale University Library, New Haven,
Comnecticut 06520 wrote me that Yale has photos of Taylor Gordon
taken by Carl Van Vechten. She said permission to have copies
would have to be secured from Mrs. Carl Van Vechten. I wrote
Mrs, Van Vechten and got the enclosed letter from her lawyer .
Would you prefer to reply, or should I? Seems to me it might be
simpler if you handled correspondence with the Van Vechten lawyer
and Yale so the copies of the photes would come directly to you,
but I'm willing to do it either way.
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- Apt. No. 66 TAYLOR GORDON
545 West 158th St,
3 New York 32, N.Y,.

My dear Ladles and Gentlemen:

I know you have been approached Iin many ways to give ald
] to various causes, which have been deemed humane and essentlal,

We know that one expects to recelve letters from well-ade
vertised institutions, and give them consideration according
to their merits, but to recelve one from an indivlduwal, it is
usually passed by lightly. I hope you will not treat this as
4 " such, but give me some thought.

i No doubt most of you have heard a little of me during the
] past 25 or 30 years; elther as & singer or an author., However,
. one tries to do good can not hope to be remembered by a genera=
] tion, as one who does a gzreat evil; therefore, my name might

1 not be vivid in your memorye.

As a sinzer, I sang in Vaudeville, and later, on radlo;
in Conecért with J. Rosamond Johnson; and in 1929, published
my autoblography "Born To Be", by Covici and Friede.

It was not until 1932-33, that I first received a set=back
in my desire to be self=-sustalning, supporting good socisty.

4 I wrote a manuscript which I tried fo sell, "Ziga Boo Dreanm, \
Y 2 but later showed up in Paramount Pictures Screen, as "The Inter- |
: natlonal House", and through a double-crossing lawyer, I got

nothing but my money which I paid as supposed filing foes, and '
no case was flled; and & release to Paramount for the use of

Later, I rewrote the story, and tried to sell it through
an agent. She turned it ovor to a man who went to Hollywood,
California, and had the "Richest Girl In The World" made from
it, by R.K.0. I mado & slight effort to fight them.

So, in 1935, I went to Montana, and wrote during the winter
of 35-36 & manuscript which I called "Daonda", and tried to sell
that, but Instetd it wes stolen by John Stilenbeck, through
Pascal Covici, to write "The Grapes of Wrath',

In 1940, I brought suit through another lawyer who sold
me out, and during the past nine years I have approached small
: and big lawyers---the Bar Association of New York, and the
3 National Bar Assoclation at Columbus, Ohio; the Congress af .
the United States Of America, and many influen tlal organizations.
in an effort to gain an honest, legal trial, and the money
which is rightfully mine,




2

] In presonting my contentions, I have had po uso £11 of the
avonues a poor man might havo at his disposal,. and while doing
30, only God knows how I have been exploited, without any pay

¢t all., I corried on this fight for "civil Rights", in an

] "Reonomic Way" 2ll by myself, and it 1s pessible during my
"morcl~pressure campaign', I stcpped upon some tonder toos. :
vhile we are £l told thut a man may have his own epiritual guie
dance®, I om not too sure that a personal knowlodze cinnot create
o zrott jealousy, sreed and envy, However, no ono can truthfully
scy, that I mounted & soap-box in &ny square to seek adverts of

my way of life,

Sl Y R M

The purpose of this lotter 1s to try and ralse money, that
I might leave this section; not as "e man without a country",
but so I might fcol froe=-~~~To "go west”, where I might find
i somcthing of recl Interest and uso my trlonts to my best advan-
N - tage.

I write this lettor with no humllity, for God knows the
physical cgony and mentcl torture I have expcrienced in trying
to bring my ctse heforo the "Lows" made by men. Laws, that are

. not under the jurisdiction of the act of God! But laws that
aro supnosed to ho the orgrnic functioning of this great governe

mant,

o S P )

These lows woich arc supposed to give men and women insur= ,
ance in their riznts as citizens of which I am one, therefore,
you cannot c«ll my misfortune "an act of God", or even "hard
luck®, but pure knevery cnd treason to this government and Godl

PR oo W
N P R R S

Monctana is & couple of t™ousand miles from here, and I
have accummulated & numbor of things I would like to take with
1 mi. I hove stuck hy them, and although they are inanimated,

A they have supported mo ¢s living friends could do during the
long war, and I know thoy will give me consolation in peaces

o= elbops

Many thing can bo dono with some success, but reading
peoplos! minds 1s not & profession I can boast of,

. I assure you.that I havo tried'in vain to find work for
nfy talents here. : : ;

So, will you pleasec mail me as much cash as you can spare,
and consider it as ¢ donaticon to ¢ worthy couse, well fought,
oven though 1t appears I have lost.

Yours sincerely,

g /% 4
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Socially Elite]

ilake Whoopee
ForT.G.s Rent

By GERALDYN DISMOND
FVER since Mr. Ziegfeld made
zlorifyingy the great American
pastimie you have heard of glorified
this aad glorified that, but it took
Taylor To DBe” Gordon to
plorify” a rent party.

“Bom

A Soun and Fish Purly ‘

It al! pappened Tuesday night at
xa when the Taylor in lis
n and fish grested the guests, also
wefr soup and fish, who had come
0 help the “poor boy” meet the rent.
To crash the gate you had to have an
autographed admission card, a reserv-
ed table. and your own you-know-
what. But once inside it was swell

Nappy and his crconers put on thez !
dance tunes, and instcad of the con-
ventional as-if-you-didn’t-know, the
bar was set up with a buffet Juncheon, |

t

With Black and Tan Background

Celebs a-nuh-lenty were out from
both suicso the Park, and by three the
&oing was grand. Everythinv went in-
cluding thc rhumba, Lindy hop, stomp,
and drag. The sophist,xcates broke
down and confessed to a good time in
spite of race, creed, color, or eccen-
tricities, but all parties must eventu-
ally end, and end this one did in a
blaze of glory when a w. k.'lawyer
found himszlf cornered by a lady of
color; when a buxon blonde got a sep-
ia matron told about a Jersey medico;
when a fascinating bachelor made the
grade with a downtown lady of means
in spite of the able interference of a
popular man ab.:i town; when Har-
lem's favorite playzirl missed a chair;
when two famous incompatibles were
caught putiing cu a jealous play; when
the white haired lover of “Our Heav-
en” turned hincly; and when the host
discovered that it had been the sea-
son's most suscessful patty for every-
by excopt the rent man.

DA\CLS for the most part are\l Sainod ab The’d ﬁ/‘;-
pretty much the same, but the | .. hogin wills:

St. Thomas Tennis Club managed |optional.

to strike an unusual note |¢ame ¥

Wednesday night when it enter-

00K o v, 1 e

L OCIAL $NAID§EE@T

The readers of the Tattler are ir.i
in son:l notes for itk
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t’ 5&:{ ' The givers of the old-fashioned “rent” parties and their 13 ]
“‘almost | relatives distributed printed cards which told of the coming !

3 - forded him a livelihood to such an extent that he had to
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||| The Feminist Viewpoint FZ

) : —— An Old Racket in a New Way

- NE of Harlem’s celebrities gave a party at the Witoka i
i { HClub last night. His was not a dancing, birthday an- &
are in- “’ niversary, or bridge party in honor of somebody else; |D®
Perhaps | it was a “rent” party. vLsedn'*
S The invitation to the party was cleverly worded. You |estingt

rou Vgﬂé knew before you went there that the host was offering you |
Fg' ‘u plenty of White Rock, ginger ale and snappy music by Nappy |natura

of it. . 1

norning| —for $1.50! The stronger beverages you had to bring, if ihgc%.e}
ﬁ scgr:i you wanted them. Oh, yes, an autographed ticket was in- T an
will feel | cluded—and to those who value autographs, this feature |Scldom
vill Jook 4 . Doesn?}
pensive | May have meant something. wrong}
‘threat- How many persons attended the party, I don’t know. ;‘;gt E

j acute.]  IfIam to cite this party as an example, [ do know that “rent” . |y o

ito take . e . .

nething| Pparties are changing in form and in etiquette. ,

¥ Once they were given in apartments and private homes, | Dear I

Teshing the neighbors being disturbed all night long by the music and : Per1111
onal

il:’;'m:: noise. Rcd rice (mulatto rice in the South) and pigs’ feet ranid ¥
inignt- | were the chief collation menu which brought 50 cents a pe‘;p,e'
nightly, | | plate. Drinks? Well, 25 cents would buy as strong a por- 5

, tion of “fire water” as you could drmk \ o1

a évery [ party. This celebrity, however, mailed his invitations to a
_:heglth special group, but he would send you as many tickets as your
LWROM | check or money order called for. Anybody’s $1.50, you know,
¥ looks good to the landlord.

§bleqf~h

s

< s

This celebrity has been an auto mechanic, silk designer,
chef deportation attendant, vaudeville performer, concert i,
ed full| . . . b
[TE. singer and writer. Does this latest move on his part mean
§ that the depression has hit all-of the fields which once af-

{v | give a “rent” party to keep from being evicted, or is he just
trying “to take Harlem by storm” and-show what he can

f Sr., LR
pkiin's ~do and not be,censured\for doing it ?—-—T -E B., i Y
t their I:M-—. <O E iy, , / W N )
© was o R R A d *

taken R

7i /’zz‘ofzifzq
the ﬁam

L 2 Dorothu.Save....
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Taylor Gordon

204 West 119th St.,
New YorkCity 526) N.Y,
June 19th ,"1 94’6

Mr, Carl Van Vetchen
101 Cenfra] Park West,
New York City, N,Y.

Dear Carlo:
I am sorry to have to ask you to help me out in this case
But Mr, Guinzberg insist that it is possible to read people's
minds, You probably have heard of my fight during the past 6 years
to got some monog from my work, I have proof that I sent Covici
: the lanuscript’ Daonda' in 1936, and that he turned it down, and
" latgg'turncd up with the same material in the so colled’'’Grapes of
“y  Wrath',

I have tried ever¥ honorable way I can think of to make
these people pay me something, and they still remain stubborn,and
are trying to prove to the public that I am a damned lier,I don't
think there have been any more brutal tricks played in Euroge
during the gast six ysars than these people are trying, or have
been subjetting me to. E

~ I'don't want to cause you too much trouble, nor anyone else,
so I have written about 40 pages from the books, showing how
Stienbeck jumped the lines around in an effort {0 hid his thieft,
If you and two other people whom are not obligated to the Moviss,
books and theatre will pass judgement on these pages and tell
if it is a mind reading act or not¥

: I would like to get this done as quick as I canjaltho I

haven't all the pages cleaned up, but I wi%l in a few days, But

gleaso tell me now if you will do this. It not only means alot -
o me but also to the American people, I have worked hard tr{ing

to 1ive a deacent life, and if I can't be payed for this work,

I might as well call it a day, for who can see an¥thing.in the
light of the,inuth, if others Can read your mind¢ I don': think it
can bo1dpn%. ) : , - :

Inclosed is a copy of the letter Guinzberg sent me =#hen
he welched on our first groposistion, and acouglo acopies of

what you can expect to judge,.. Pleage send the Coppy of ths

letter back, and I’1]1 submit everything to you and any otier honest

people. i : -

o

~ Yours Truly

iy . ' n:??’”vw %
Ps, Mr, Adams 6f the Corn F¥xchange Bank, 5%2;;¢1£;;z <
311 Lenor . AL i DS Re «

ve, will serve if Zou want
an honesi business man to join you,
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That one by the ladie'd shop,. I ate
W°§t of my msals thers,”
Pauls.aro you sure it wasn't the A

onl WAITRESOU" you could stand??
sZarl sarcastically romarked and roused
a bellow laugh from tho rest of the
family, It caught Daonda unawars, He
had to swallow or choke, before he
could chuckls,

‘de,giggiihg'iskbd'ho;'ingaéédl
81storeeesse . 4

" Don't be laughting at liah and?ﬂe, being

adressed as Emperor and Emgcrosle
D,onda has a palace and a Golden
Qﬁrone fors a1l farmers, Says,' -
ie've the most important pcopfe

on esarth! " ils statsmsent brough
the most boisterious laugh of %ho
morning, D2onda 1au§ht to, But at {
the fam11¥, not with them,As

the jollg ication ebbed, more funn
was poksd at the idea, New enthusisam
wes=zdded, was added, '

8
=.==.==========’==2===================ﬂ

(A2~Daodda:

" That's a fine tsanm] ...Come on;

A man' lot isn't much béﬁéqprthan their's,

§
=

(A) Daonda:

Suddently the congsrtation all became ;

ravsing maniacs, and the church a made

house, They stomped the floor, beat
thensslvss, shouted at the tops of
voices, spoke of things that .
in their lives, Soms became so violent,
that ittwaﬁ n;c€§saryffore«tqyér ghgse

eople to hol 1en, from engry. 8s
ghe spirit of GOD i3 here. He's Ydudig
touching your hearts He's lagln, is
hand on you'. The preacher shouted, .
Another Derson answered, " Yes Jesus, -
Yes, I feel you nowifas_ she dangled -on
the firm arms of two tall men,

PR W G ey aep wep TN W s W . —

their
ad happdend

(B) G,0.Wrath:

Tha rapeed man gtared while
Pa spoke, and then he Jaughtad
and his Jaughter turnad to a ' °
a_high whinnying eioola,
The circle of fades turnad to
him, The gigrling ot out of
antro] and turned into Courhtine
His eyes were rad and watering 3
when he finally controllad the

spasms,.” You goin' out thare-

oh, Christ!"™ Ths gigglin
starfed ggain,* YoquOin' §ut
an' gat-good wages-oh GhI‘iSt;"-

eess " Yeah, an' after while
I won't have no decency lef'."
" Rasy," she s2id, " You got to

" have patience, Why, Tom-us people
will
b %cop e is gone, Wh

o on 1ivin' when all the

, Tom, wofgre
he people that 1ive, They ain't
yonna wips us out, Vhy, we're
the people-we go on, :
We take a beatin' all the time,” ..
" I know," Ma Chuckled,

G.0,%raths
Fella had a team of

horses,... Then's horses-
we're men,

Fi- 1ttt ittt it -ttt ittt it T st i 2 i a2 A 2 2 A R 2 A 22

(B)"'G .O .T'K‘lv;ath:

For a moment the woman backed
away and_then sudlently she
threw back hcrdhead ﬁnd hgwl;g.
Her eyes rolled up, her shoulders
and ers flopped Toossly//ddr
4~ at her side, and a stripe of
ich ropy saliva ran from tke
corner of her mouth, She howled
again and again, long decp animal
howels, ien and women ran up Irod
the other tents, and they stood
near-frightensd and quiet. Slovwly
the woman sank to her knsss and
the howels sank to & shuddering,
bubbling moan, She fell sidsways
and her arms and legs twisted.lhe
white eye balls showed under the
open eyelids, A man scid soft1y€ >
4 _The spérit, She got the sperit.
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(A)-Daonda: <;‘~’/,//7 L

Mr, Anthony had started the motor
in his car,There was a sputting and a
poping that echoed through the mountians,
it sounded liko there was a war going
on over the otherside.Daonda didn': gosa
anytime in climbing to the seat of the
old buss, for fear that it once got
going, no telling when it would stop,

ks soon as he hit the seat the clutch
grabbed and gave the car a jurking-
start, Anthony shouted, " Good byel"' in
a mansr that reflected 'jje was sure that
he was getting away,And that he held

the salutation until he was,

: UE the winding rocky road they
snerted, It was at least three minutes

before either Daonda or lir, Anthony gf-

sgoke a word,It was then when they
had reached the foot of the steep hill
going over the divids, The mortor
%as pu111n§ fine, and Mr, Anthony bragged,
" These old cars can't be beat, Ior this
rough Countryjonce you get 'em hot,
New car can't stand this rough going!l..
They don't %ivo snough, I can pull %his
. 01d boat out like a pieco of rubberjthen
she'll snap backx into shape, and snort
along up the hills, and hop the biggest
boulacr in the road, ¥hy a new Car would
crack tp pieces on this kind of a road,

P
| SRS TUITSNSIEIEINTEIITIS

(A)~Daonda:

The front of the Watson farp and Mail
Station,is of the old En;llsh type of Ceh
cottages....Al1 of this Taces a stesp/pp'

mountian on the east, the back of the

house is nearly up against another

high hill. The little station is sort

A 2
1

(B) G,0.Warths

Tom and Ma and Pa got intg
the front seat, Tom let the truc
roll and started on compressicy

And the heavy truak moved,snozt

ing and jerking und popping
down the hill. The sun was VLY
behind them, and thes valley
r0lden and green before them,
ifa shook her head slowly frem
side to side,...

They popped down the mountian,
twisting and looring, losing the
valley sometimes, and then
finding it again, And the hot
bredth of the valley came up to
them, with hot gre=n smells cn i
and with resinous sage and tarwe
smells, The crickets cracked
along the road, A rattlesnake
craw]ed across the road ard Tom
hit it and broke it and left it,
squirmin%....

Aind the truck rolled down
the mountain into the great

valley.

OSSN IEESEIEN IR INITII=T=RST

(B) G.0.Wrath :

They sgoke of the future:
Wonder what it's 1ike out there?

. Well, the pitchers sure do look
nice, I'seen one where it's hot
an' fine, an' walnut trees an’

of like a pea-nut in a big crack, in

berrias;an' right behind, close
a walk, £r

as a mule's ass to his withers,
they's a tall up mountain

S m
covered with snow, That was a
pretty thing to see,

i it 2 23 -+ L 23t 22 -2t - 2 222 R 2 Rf 4
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Tazlor Gordon :
Nest 119th St., H
New York Cltg 5.1..
,Julp 9th, 1 974 2

' ?fsl 8:,*;%;‘1“;&36%2:2 i
New York Clty, .I.'» L T T
My dear Caples !

- Havzng tr1ed all the p0851b16 p031t10ns I mlght got
in this man's twom, I find myself still with out a job, and
the summer is well on the way out, .

I was down to the audiitions, of " Carmen" and they
liked =y voice very much, so much so they ashed me to get a

copy of the " Flower Song" andlearn it, That I have done as

well as cou1§~be done by me in so short a time, and T hope to

{
i

sing it forttheh early mext week, But if I can't then, I want

to go up to:Bfidgeport, where a friend of mine says he can get a

BguZ3ea job in a ™ Shedl Factory", and that is where you
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come in, I know wou have told me time an time again you are as
t ough pressed as.Uncle Sam, but I wust makethis try, an@}f '

you can't do it, noihard feelings, I'11 undedé&nd if any one

WI].].. )
I'11 Nedd 15 dollars to make the trip and get set
for the first week, and from then on we }&€ on our own, ¢ e
: t would 'be might nice for me to be ginglng again,
but this training with your belly §ratt1ng against your
back bone is no sweet sensation, If I can make a bank rodl
up there and in the fall come down here and get a line of song
I'd 1ike to sing, Or else, if the Hammerstiens will pay me to
l1earn the opera, 1%d be glad to do so. )
: ¢ g

As for my case I'm got ¥ lowly'ahead)on the game
acéount. But I will wind that too before‘I’n through,-
I'm sorry to be bothering you and I hope thisfwilllv»

1 .

find you and your feeling the best,

Yours since ely,
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Taylor Gordon
204 West 119th st,, C/0 Apt’ 10
May 7¢th 1 9 4 2

Mr, Carl Van Vechten:

101 ventral Park West,
New York City, N.Y.

My dear Carle: =~ ¥
Again,your eyes shall convey to your mind §%othor
’
song,fromimo,which you ¢an classify as you see fit. I do hope

2 >

| you don't consider it a " Blues" for'what I have in-mind is

really important;nof only to us, but to all Americans who try
to accomplish anythiné. 35

As you.know Qy case with th; " 29th Centurp Fox,
Covici, and Stienbeck,which has-b;envsl§w1y grinding., I don't

think [ have toid you L had to change 1awyors:from tﬂéﬁwoﬁid

be famious" Vernal Williams" of the old case" Mammie White

verses Walker", to the Delany and LEwdss offices.Williams

turned out to be inefficent in such matter, but the latter

offices are eqﬁippod to handle thé.records as they should be,

Néw Williams allowed the 20th Century to get 2

ismisselaagainghima, heasuse of his triflinec and whiq.

A\

J
4
&



to take this gamb1~ w1th me.

(2)

"his action has sot e bick,he has not jeopardized my chances

of winning this case, ne

cp s

-

So far the new officos'bas straightened out the
records an& they are roady\to proceed as scon as I can naiss J

the $28,50 court chaﬁges?and ths filing fees, which have

~been reduced to $143.50 in'all, by the ¢lassifeations and

doublir_ up the charges.-
Nowifsdnco‘l ows you so much, ‘and this is one of my

best chancos to pay of £ 211 ny debts, I wondsr if you are w1111ng

A e

T

I would not approach you 1f I d1d not foal we

_ shall surely win the caso, if we- can get into court,The racords

show theyﬂhaven'tAthq slightest advahtage, sven with all the

* tricks fhajvﬁighﬁffy to pull.Most of the material we need to ~

: 9 : o g v ST ' : ¥ Ay e .
win with, is in print and can not bc cahnged, ‘ 3

, In thcso days wben psople are CPylng so much about *
"‘r S A
Ucmooracy and clean Gova nment, I- can’ t ses why wes should not

start in ﬁolélean heuss at the top, and work down, whieh is

the right way, If this is done the American Pebple will be on

Jurer .
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the road to something worth fighting for, The sxperiencas
- ! ‘;"""‘: Lo 3y R 4 AR S gt R

\

1 g
have hal proves, that many people hers would rather loss this

\
’

) - 0 -~ p : .‘ g ; . o . e .. ' :
war, than ses Stienbeck, uovici and the ring of thieves
e s i ‘

convicted,

If you haye any déubts'as'to-the'moritsﬂéf“my czso; i d

you can‘call up Mre, ‘Delany at 1 West 125th St,,and 'inquirey

o 3

I would like—to get this matter straighten out
so that I might try to be of some assistance iniﬁ&%{?ﬁettcling

Lhe mar, o gv it bopmn 1 Bdde h A T 0T e oo 2000k

J - . s - - ( .
Pleasc give this your most sincer considsation,

” . .
]
-

I hopo these linss find you and the Mrs., in the finest

N 3, o f e
o s v % L . he

,of health,
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Tazlor Gordon

West 119th St.,

New York City, N.Y.,- iéo Sidney
T, 3

May 14th, 1941

Mr, Carl Van Vechten
101 Central Park West,
New York City.N,Y,

Dear Carlo:

I have been longing for the day when I *
7k B . oW T, :
could write you a cheering letter, but fate seemes to

hold 'such pleasue from me todate.- So again I must try to

'see If I can bear on your good graciousness-to help m~

"-.oub 8 1ittle bit,

It has been over a month since they-hagfput me off the
singing progect, because of time limets, andZWas‘in hopes
I could find more valuble work Bor my talents, but so far
ny efforts have been in vain.And today I'11 have to try the

1dng ordeal of getting back on the W.P.A. again, and I have

only Q150 in my pocxet Wy rent is duc and I want to see
if you will let me a&& $20 00 to the alreadJ $286,00 I am
in debted to you, I feel sure I'll be able to pay you soon

as My case on the“brapes 0f Wrath’is being transfered to
a big office down town fof'my 1ittle Harlem lawy-r.
It is allmost unbelievable that a man like Covici

and Stienbeck Could live and eat, after dowing whatv they

have done to me, And you can imagin how I feel having to
write you this letter in this year, while know_ ing the

movies have robbsd me out of over $§ 7.000,000. worth of

pictures, But allt=i , . A
X 4 X "\/ N .)

-



such people as they are must have their unhappy endings,

If there is any law 1left in America Z w111 win
fhls case, even inspite of their money.

I have offten wonder at Covici's mind and it's
action, whon b he refuses to help me ge paided, knowning
woll they have stolen my works and I am broke, 71t is hard
g0 think up the proper punishment for such people;but when
wo have decided I'm sure they will recieve it,

You know me well enough by now as to know I would not
write you for any more loans unless it wasn't on of my
‘finnal efforts, and I hope you forgive,me,but it should be
others, as I ¢an’t rememmber the day I haven't made an
honest effort to support myself

I hope This will find you and Fannia well,and bussy
1n wh;z'you like best to do. .

/
!

Qﬁ}/ Yours Slncerely.

‘EP.SQ

e
i
good mach;ne one of these days, This one misses worse

Excuse thls bad typlng now, but I?11 have a

‘than I do, and that's some missinh;Hal
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Paylor Gordon material in Carl Van Vechten Correspondence, Collection of
American Literature, Yale U. Library

Concert programs :

TG and J. fosamond Johnson, Garrick Theatre, WY, Nov. 15, 1925

¢ at send-off of delegates to World Congress Against War, Aug. 15, 1932
(New School for Social Research, NY; speakers inc. Harry Elmer Barnes,
Roger N. Baldwin, Arthur G. Hays, Joseph Freeman, and Reed Harris)

TC at National Musical Benefit Society, 21 CGramercy Park, NY, Jan 21, 193L

TG with others at National Society of Music concert at Hotel Plaza, Sth Ave.
and 59th St., NY, April 12, 193L

TG at Townsend auditorium, Aug. 31, 1935

TG at Emerson awditorium (apparently Bozeman; sponsored by Bozeman Woman's Club),
Sept. 27, 19357

TG at WSS IOOF Hall, Sept. 28, 1935

TG at Eagles Hall, Helena; undated, on same photocopy with above Townsend and
Bozeman programs .

TG and Justin Sanbridge for League for Mutuwal Aid, Teutonia Hall, 158 Third Age.,
NY, near 15th and 16th sts; Nov. 22, year not given

Theatre program from Sam S, Shubert Theatre for Gay Divorce, "beginning Monday
evening, March 6, 1933". TG is Robert, ls},_:il.n cast listed by appearance.
Others: Fred Astaire, Claire Luce, Luella Gear, Eric Blore; music and
lyrics by Cole Porter

Clippings from Great Falls Daily Leader: May 19, 1936, Negro Music Is Scheduled
Here Tonight; May 20, 1936, Negro Tenor Thrills Audience With Excellent
Program Here; “pirituals' Beauty Moves Many.

(May 19 piece says TG appeared "in a number of Broadway productions,

including 'Emperor Jones' and 'The Gay Divorce'...). May 20 piece begins

"Hurdreds of falls residents missed a musical event of the first order
last night when Taylor Gordon, negro tenor, sarg to only a fair-sized
audience at the **ethodist auditorium..." Concludes: "Mr. Gordon, a
native of White Sulphur Springs who has attained considerable note in
concert appearances and has also done motion picture work and written a
couple of books, proved that he merits greater fame far his woice, his
deep musical feeling and s till more his ability to transeribe in tone
the swiftly-changing moods of his race. Many expressed eagerness for
his return next year, when it is to be hoped that he may have an audience
filling a larger hall.")

Miscellany: printed invitation to his rent party at The Witoka Club, 222 West 1L5th St. NY
June 2, 1931, admission $1.50 per.; printed card for TG and JRJohnson, quoting

review in Boston Globe, March 29, 1926, ard saying 1926-27 season now booking,

under management of Richard Copley, 10 East L3d St., NY; undated business card for
Gordon Games, Inc., 1107 Broadway, New York City; Tel. CHelsea 3-3600; Esther W.

Leeming (apprntly mangger of business?)

#H



Sheep Creek,
Montana.

April, £5th 19396,

To That Carlo;

Hello, there, ol' topper;

kell at last +'m comein' out. And I'm bring it with me. Belecieve it or not.

I hope I'1l have a line from you telling me of the negws, of that bhry. What are
people doing thes days? I realy mean, doings

And you have you finished your gig pioture prot-foilto? I'm dieing to see it.

I know you all must have had a gay winter, even with the f§YJ flood waters?

Please excuse my bad tryping, at this point, you know how you get at the end of a long
road. .

Hows that Fannia? I guess her eyes are sparkling as ever? And all the rest of the
friends? Give then nmy best, and tell them I hope to be laughting with them again soon.

The snow is just treaxing up, altho it snowed here both yesterday ahd today, how
ever 1 can make the pass, on Tuesday. -

I wished you could take the picture of my whiskers! If they were sﬁraight? They'd.
be a FOOT LONG'. I can pull then out, and 1let then snap back, and, knock my self out
at will. Iﬁ'a a new ideé: : |

Well‘Carlo, I'11 not try to write and tell you about this country, I'll wait until
I can see you. I hope to bé doing that about the‘middle of the summer ,if not then sﬁrely,
this winter,in New York City. ' Bl

I'a ringing'off now, until. Yours Sincerly.

Taylor Dordon.

White Sulphur Springs,Montana.
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New York Cilty,
@ct, 6th I933

To the DXBCTOR Carlo, of I50 west 55th St

I'm sure that you will think that I have a very unusal
11fe, of ups and down, which you think that fat has piled
them all on ycur shoulders... Even as hard a8 I have been
trying to keep the far from you.

My dear Carl , I can swear with all the holyness that
| SO there, in in me, If any , That I am sorry to my heart that
% & _ I must write you thise lines, as good as you have been to"
in the past.f. But I éan't turn to anyone else, that Iﬁkn%
] ‘ - eould help mes... Last week I was locked out of the Dewy
§ A% Square Hotel, at Three A.M. because [ didn't have, the §ﬁ§
for the remt, They had striped the %ed of the Sheets, They
callea 1t a Greek Trick? Wihich works pe}fectly. The next
1 : 2 : night Eédna sald they I could sleep there while'they werggg
| _country. and durding the 4 ay #{{4/ while L was domn town
| trying to get some monéy, The young lady that was to b§¢§

v TN Y
g ATl SRR N

went over to £ her cusin's house.. Thre she stayed all
»night.. So I had to sit up that night too.. Now thes thiné

.
d%mqt hurt me mentially to much because , MRes Sheldon said tha

-~

MR. Kelsey was sending my invention of the Rauolett Ashtrz

] o

to the Munufactures, today, and in a few weeks I could get

 some money from them.. In the mean time I'm ,2earning

Laaraats

: : SR : gome pupular numbers, that I can earn a few dollars at the

\ s ey e
Layfett and some ot the colored housesSsesess Now If I 5?5
know ry suroundings, I'd not ask you fré gome money that I

apray Edna, for some rent, Her ROQUS are top EXPENSIVE

a SR L S Ted Ay

for me in general, BUT SHE saia that she'd led@ me stay *hf

for a short time forg5.00 a week, I'm giving a rent
Party November I(th at Ednilsons, He's doing the backings,
We'll go, fifty if theres any money maae.
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(2)
If you can please send me $20 . 00 which will make me 1in

debt to you,$180,00 I'll be every so much oblidged... You can
call up MR. Shelden and ask him absut my invention, I'M sure I'1llL
be rich very soon. The Paramount wouldn't settle with me out of

court But I'll beat them in the long run, you'l se@.... I'm

————

sorry That I didn't earn enough money in the Gay Divorce to

?EZS,BEZEE_IQBQRD'ln full, But I @id pay all the poor peojzle of

————,

that I owed} I only owe you and a few other rick peopls, And

.

’mé} the Gods pA¥// spair me that I Aonce , get you all payed

Up.ss Then I'll bemyself againe..
1'% geﬁ that picture to put in your storage room as soum

as they come intown with the car... You ¢an get anything down

ther that you want anyday, IF YOU HAVE THE LETTER FROM THE LAWYERS.
Blease.forgive me but I must try and get her some money.

I'Ll besing in these theatres . menshiones 1n a week or so

they don't pay much, But they'll keep me out of debt.. This is

the first blow I have had since the show closed, and I don't want

- £ to get deep in like I Was before...

With the best of wishes I remain your sincerly

‘f‘f-’ ; ~ Taylor gordon

wrie bl AT T 1890, Tth Ave.
“ M e New York Uity
% LsC. Thomas,




New York City. : ;
Oct. .IIth I933. . : %

To thet Charming little humming BIRD. Carlo.

I can't tell you how pleased I was with the /¢
generious surprise you sent me. And You Will
never know Just how much 1t was needded...

And do you know the very next day . Mr

Sheldon tlod me that he thinks a firm had takem
my other TOY The SKIP ROPE. I'll know for sure thia §
week... So now that I can live untel the I7th of next}
month, when I'll sure earn some more money. if
I don't land a job in some of these theatres?

And I'm sure that I'll have returns on some
of my business, by then.....
'8 I havd told LLoyd, and besides. I'll

see that you take his pictureif I have to bring hin
down there in chaines....

They all send their regards to you..
1 sign the Papers for the case agdinst Paramount .
tonarrow.. We're sueing for $50.000 ..
I'll beseing you soon By. .
o Yours Sincere
; Taylor/ G

Chs s i

Sotil . i pk Do
_f"!




P

New York City; ‘ July I4th 1932;

To; Mr. John Ringling; . g ol uf\'
Half Moon Hotel, Lo St

Coney Island,;
llew York. .. .

% Samuel W. Guapertz..

Lear lr. Ringling;
Altho 1t haa been a long timc since you have heard
from me, don't thisk I have Borgotten you. I can't tell you

how glad I am to read that you haven't lost your legs. Because

‘of all t%e pecople I know who would be greatly persecuted, by

such an affliction, I think you would suffer tne most as I
now how you love to walkes. S

I’wa;'very nuch dissppointed , to learn, from Mre®
Carl Van Vechten..That the last time I saw you at the dock

that you d1d not sall to Surope with him. It*was #r. Ven

Vechten, that %old me that he'though that I nWaS not gracioqs

enough to youlin my book'Born $o Be'-...... Nothing ever

struch me 8o .crc;ull as I surely had no 1dea thet I was

i — A
St B

being so.... Of course no one knows better than you do the

life of people 1n America... specially tne economic struggle
each individuii c;asa have.... Vlth the same facidiles to
fight ,;or}thalr exlstence., And how me and my people are
expected to hgyé the supprnatural povwer, of living , white
working white ggdh#cting black‘ét all times.... To amarked
degree we abcompligphﬁhis feat. Then there's times ygd/ waen
we -Lip eut of the Werd abova, or below as different people
vlace USiak It must aaVe bacn when I mas 1n eitner of the

pesitions that- I wrote the lines that , he thoughtl nent

P ———— e Y T AT A AT, &
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3 to bg ungreatful... Altho I have found wany actlons on

4 the road I have traveled in this world tast nave been disconserting
+ess I have never gtovwed to think of why thoe motive?

3 | I told Xy Friend; :r. Ven Vechten that I would

: some dsy write a public artical, inwhich I will nullify all

false allusions, that people mey have after reading my book

a . That you are not a man with altrusin ground deeb in your soul.

9 oy these few lines finé you gaining your hecalth

fast. With sincere khcpes for you and your's I cloaé.

Respectlfully yours;

Taylor Gordon;

242 Viest I3ith st.

New York City;

New York.

rCarlo; I made an extra ¢2py of this

can sez that T will keep my word when I have

they're just fing. I hope that 5 have a cnance %o have oy Qug
in your &oad‘s Gallery sonme time.... Folks have seen you zbout
but I haven' t for months.. I'1l soon be about something tells

.

me. Just a hunth that a1l.

If you are going to Europe , do let me see you before

%4

you leave. #nd Iill do the same wtth you. fa, ha, .. Thipapers

aave sai” everything in the wousd, about me, except what , Xind

P

of iucny Papah I 11A-.... wny don' t you call them and say. Ducks?

CE virna Y e ‘Natt Aam
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hhite Sulphur Springs,
Montana.
June, 11th 1938,
To That one an; oniy Caro;gd

iell how arc you these days? I hépe.that theeepictﬁres will give you a good laught.

The oﬂes with the team, are the ones fhat were taken just as I came out of the mountia;;:-q
the first time in the spring. After I bad finished my book. The others were taken in |
the town here.

I'm sorry that I was not there in New York City , so that you could hav}?tadken some
of me, and my WHISZERS:

Wiell I'm sending my book to New York this week, and I hope I have some luvk, with it.

It;s about thel the peorles of the w?rld, end ypu 'll be the first one to know it's
neme" DAONDA" , But as youl(fdg/ know,4it's not nice to tell peorle about.the title, until
the book comes out. :

I'm going to try Doé%day Doran, this first time, if they don't take it, I'1ll try and
get a good agent, and if yoﬁ happen to know of one please send me the name and address.

I have done a frontis piece, that will have to be done over by a good artist, but it, a

~ fine piece of work, I think, and will command a lot of attetion.

Hows the Thomas', ? I haven't never heard from them since I have been out west, altho

%41 have wraten thém many timés. Have they all broken up? There iust be scmething wrong

that they don't write méf Pleses tell me in one of your letters.

And that Draper woman, she to has not answered my letters. Give then a kick in the

ribs for me. Perhaps, they feel that they don't come back. But that is not the case with

‘me. I'm coming back!

Give the Fannia, my best and all the gang,-that might like to know I'm still living.
I hope I do gey, achance to go’out in Duane's district, I'1l sure stop off to see her.

I ha@ a little concert in Great Falls, but I was late for the spring season, I couldn't

'get out of the mountians in time. I hope to earn enough this fall to come east for the

coming winter. Then I'11 tell you of 2ll the hsppings out in this glorious countrv. e



I haven't typed for wecka., but I'm sure you can read this better than you can my hand

;,2 ;W

0 PS, Please send me the name and adress of a good agent, incae
I can't sell my bc.>oklfrom out here, on the first couple of triles.
Also plese tell me what the HECKS the mattere with the thomas's!
I haven't heard f<rom them since I have been out here. éell g SEE 550 good

dirt.. -
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New York City.
Jane 7. 274

e

Dera Carl.
Just a few lines , telling how we missed you,

fi New Years Eve.

:5 The party ,at Knopfi, was fine, but I, was blue as I,

:2 could bz, probely sounds funny to you, and on &

?§ new years too. How ever I'LL tell you why.

4 Abcut the 27 or 28 of Dec. I, was to a party falling 3
%n 50 i1t about midnight, and it was well under way. {Q

I , mean under the influence of 0ld John .B.. g

As I, entered ,A, black venus, all locked up in A, l 4
collegiate's arms, doing the bump to a low down stomp, -
stunsd me. :

Straight to the rear, wherel, left my blanket and £

skypiece, returning to the frant room, just as the music = ;;
was fadeing out; In good position for a knock down %o the %
ebcny'willoy. ’ 7 i‘
! !
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The party, went on at hight speed, for some time
too much to write alljAbaut 330 a £32 few couples left

- I;with some more tom cats, hung around untill 359,

Trying to win this liveing death, for He thats wins her
Shall not live long. At that hour, this creature put
ous out with this remdrk.

" Get out, Yop long horns, I'M the visiting Quesn of

the Leisbens, and I'am, cdoseinn mwm'h, den.
So , I, came home and thought of you first, then,I,

thought, I, hadw't thanked , MissFannie Hurst, for her
book, she gave me.
So I, told her the ta2il some-thing like this, and to

my surprise, when I, meet her! at Knopf's, she cut
me sevefelyQ e
I 'guess'she thought I, was trying to vamp her, AA?
Or 1s that kind of lanruarga obnoxious to lady writers?
So when you return you must tell me the;da,DIVERSES ..
Cause I{ dont wont to loge any ones frindship.

-Sufelyiyou are haveling a fine time out there in the

X a4 3!, ‘!-“';  hgie SR
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~

Openiug,thats where I, came from, and I,guess I, #d

had betber return.

'Will be glad when you get back in old

Yours Sincerely.

N.Y.c.

agan.
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THE BEINECKE RARE BOOK AND MANUSCRIPT LIBRARY

{
YALE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
Rutherford D. Rogers Louis L. Martz

University Librarian 1603A Yale Station, New Haven, Connecticut 06520 Director

6 July 1973
Mr. Ivan Doig
15004 Linton Ave, N,
Seattle, Washington 98133
Dear Mr, Doig:

Thank you very much for returning the xerox copies of the Gordon
letters. You needn't have included the copies made for you of the
printed material and if you'd like to have those back, just let me
know and I'1l see that they are returned.

We'll be glad to have a copy of the article when it appears.
All best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

()6 Mt %&_

Donall Gallup
Curator
Collection of American Literature



$ 1500k Linden Ave. Ne
Seattle, Washington 98133
June 29, 1573

Phone 206-36; <9408

Donald Gallup

Curator

Collection of American Literature
Yale University Library

1603A Yale Station

New Haven, Conn. 06520

Dear Mr. Gallup

I've just returned from several months in Britain and fourd your letter
of May 3. I hope no serious inconvenience has been caused by this necessarily
delayed response. The photocopies you provided me are herewith returned.

I apprecizte the help you heve given me.

Tt sorry to say my article on Taylar Gordon is not yst in primt, which
is why I haven't returned the photocopies to you lorg since. Mr. Gordon's
death a couple of yeers ago and bthe subsequent disposition of his effects
apparently has caused the editor teo delay publication. I will provide you
a copy when it does appear.

Cordially

Ivan Doig



THE BEINECKE RARE BOOK AND MANUSCRIPT LIBRARY

YALE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
Rutherford D. Rogers Louis L. Martz

University Librarian 1603A Yale Station, New Haven, Connecticut 06520 Director

3 May 1973

Ivan Doig, Esq.
1500} Linden Avenue N,
Seattle, Wash, 98133

Dear Mr, Doig:

When you wrote us last on 21 May 1971, you thought your article on
Taylor Gordon would appear "later this year or early next.," If it
has appeared, please send us a copy for the Johnson Memorial Col-
lection,

Even if it hasn't appeared, may I ask you please to return the copies
of the Gordon letters to Mr, Van Vechten that I allowed you to have
on the understanding that they would eventually be returned to Us?
Another scholar wants to see the letters and I am unwilling to subject
the originals to the wear-and-tear of being photographed twice.

Yours sincerely,

'&JL%JAVUJM&V Cﬁ%&JVL&L1\\_,f

Donald Gallup
Curator



Yale University Library

New Haven Connecticut 06520

Rutherford David Rogers a?
University Librarian 28 May 1971

Mr., Ivan Doig
1500} Linden Ave, N.
Seattle, Wash, 98133

Dear Mr. Doig:

In accordance with your request of 21 May 1971

]

the Yale University Library hereby authorizes you to publish the

manuscript material in its collections identified and described as:

Excerpts from letters written by Taylor Gordon to
Carl Van Vechten as quoted in your letter to Mrs,
Whelpley of 21 May 1971.

(It is understood that you had permission from

Mr., Gordon before he died for the use of these
quotations. Mr. Gallup gives permission so far
as access to the Van Vechten papers is concerned, )

In authorizing the publication of this material Yale University
does not surrender its own right to publish it, or to grant per-
mission to others to do so. Nor does this authorization by Yale Uni-
versity remove the author's and publisher's responsibility to guard
against the infringement of rights that may be held by others.

Sincerely yours,

RUTHERFORD D. ROGERS
University Librarian

by Kkvabmld;iiauLLujL_,/
Donald Gallup
Curator
Collection of American Literature



15004 Linden Ave. N.
Seattle, Washington 98133
May 21, 1971

Amne Whelpley
Library Assistant
Beinecke Rare Book
and Manuseript Library
Yale University Library
New Haven, Comnecticut 06520

Dear Mrs. Whelpley

In October, 1969, you 2
from Taylor Gordon's letters
Gordon died recently, and the
which has pending my article aboy
bit of revision before publis i1
to use two more quotesy :

riission for to quote
Van Vechten Papers. Mr.
agazine of Western History,
oirdon, has asked for a
pieces. I'd like permission
follewim cortexts:

3\ returned home to Montama, broke.

¢ mountains rear White Sulphur Springs,
oa could take & pic ture of my whiskers!
§ 4 FOOT LONGY I can pull them out, and
fiyself out at will. It's a new idea.™

P30's, Gordon did menage to return to New York
of his abartive lawsuits there nor of his attempts
pt career. He swvived somehow, always in debt,

g5 G g money coming soon. In 1947, his life took the
mos t wrcmhing tlt yet. 'I was locked wp July 3rd about 2 AM at
Bellview by a misunderstanding on my landlord's part,' Gordon wrote
. to Van Vechten, 'and I made the mistake of trying to tell a "psycho
eoctogav)w I was there.'" (Taylor Gordon to Carl Van Vechten, Jam.
27, 1

I appreciate your help once again. The article is wending

its way toward print in the usual fashion of quarterly articles, and
I shall send you a copy when it appears later this year or early next.

Cordially

ID/om Ivan Doig



Yale University Library

New Haven Conneéticut 06520

@

In accordance with your request of __ August 18, 1969 ,

the Yale University Library hereby authorizes you to pub-
lish all or any part of the manuscript material in its

collections identified as:

Za Gordon, Taylor
Van Vechten Letters to Carl Van Vechten
Correspondence

Permission is granted to quote from letters dated as follows:

Feb., 6, 1926; May 13, 1926 July 19, 1927; May 30, 1927 and June 30;1929 .
Program of a Rosamond Johnson-Taylor Gordon concert held on Nov. 15, 1925

In authorizing the publication of this material Yale

University does not surrender its own right to publish it,

or to grant permission to others to do so. Nor does this

authorization by Yale University remove the author's and

publisher's responsibility to guard against the infringement

of rights that may be held by others.
Sincerely yours,

RUTHERFORD D. ROGERS
University Librarian

by DQ C. Gallup



) Doig/3

The volce still has 1ife, but Taylor Gordon's reputation is
forty years and two thousand miles from White S8ulphur Springs,
/ Montara. In t)e'l 5.9403, te was one aof the leading Negro tonors in
New Yark City, renking aot so far from Paul Roteson and Roland Hayes.
"You ever been bLefore a big audience?" Taylor Gordor asks
nowe "No? Well, I 1e11l you, you zotta know what you're doint
‘a.nd you gotta widp tuem, ‘oo, you knove. Whien you cons out, the
e EAP Sl W v BloF-enaldenge - you Tightaway, Tontally, sEyT "welly

what can you do?' Anl if you don't dominate 'em, they'll sure
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In the Carl Van Vechten pepers Mld by lele Universily, %

- s A L e i \N’L
dominate you." /fva s ’(‘ e h S

there iv an old corcert progran which cites_ tho evcnirg when ZS
ol | duminatint, 'ela on a big scale became vital to Gordons
The Carrick Theatre in New Yurk City, Swday Evening,
November 15, 1925, E:40C P.M,

J» Hosemond Jobnoon, Arranzer of the Book of American Negro

. Spirdituals , and Tayler Gordon in & Brograam of Negro Spirituals,
O Sha boarder of 1lv ore ran 18 renelllods MMisar Uarl --

Tais was our stariing polnt -- duws @ your efforts in persuading

L A SR LT SE R et gty T P e S

e A

I‘Ir: Langrar to give us tie stert -~ Yowr 5y Ros&noni »

This start pitched Taylor Gorden into the 102"8 of leg:=nde
Coucert dates reviewed in the New Yark Times. The swirl of
parties ard nightclubbing. Appearances on network redio. Harlem

in glory tire. A book, written will and free in the hours

boyord nddnight. The spree of success at last was amothered,
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Rutherford D. Rogers THE BEINECKE RARE BOOK AND MANUSCRIPT LIBRARY Herman W. Liebert

University Librarian Librarian

15 October 1969

Dear Mr, Doig:

This is most embarassing and I humbly ask you to forgive this late response
to your letter requesting permission to quote the various items you underlined in your
papers, I was under the impression that Mr, Gallup had answered your letter and only
just discovered his note to me asking to write to you. I do hope this has not caused
you great inconvenience,

Mr, Gallup grants you permission to use the quotes with one correction.
The concert program which you cite as being in the Carl Van Vechten Papers is in the
James Weldon Johnson Memorial Collection of Negro Arts and Letters, Yale University
Library fonnded by Carl Van Vechten, He suggests that I ask you to send us a copy of
your article when it is published,

With sincerest apologies,

4 i dn A4
A W[‘,.;/ 3
“"Anne Whelpley (Mrs. H,)
Library Assistant  BRBL

Mr., Ivan Doig
L712 33d. Avenue NE
Seattle, Washington 98105



1500k Linden Ave N,
Seattle, Washington 98133
August 18, 1969

Anne Whelpley
Library Assistent

The Beinecke Rare Book and Manuseript Library
Yale University Library
New Haven, Connecticut

Dear Mrs. Whelpley

A few months ago, you arrarnged for me to use photocopies
of Taylor Gordon's letters to Carl Van Vechten, held in the
Yale Collection of American Literature. The article I have
been writing for MONTANA magazine of history is in the editor's
hands nov, and I'm enclosing the excerpts I would like to quote
from the Gordon~Van Vechten letters.

I've wderlined in red the quoted portions. The quote
on page three is from J. Rosamond Johnson and is written on
a program of a Rosamond Johnson-Taylor Garden concert held on
Nov. 15, 1925, The other quotes are from letters, dated
Feb. 6, 19263 May 13, 1926; July 19, 1927; May 30, 19273 and
Juns 30, 1929.

The material I've underlined on page 19 is not a quote,
but is derived from the same concert program of Nov. 15, 1925.

I hope this is sufficiemt information for yow Ilibrary
to grant me permission to use these quotes. Thanks so much
for your help. I'll retuwrn the photocopies after I am assured
the editor of MONTAMA will not want substantial changes in the
article.

Cordially

Ivan Doig



L712 33d Ave NE
Seattle, Wash., 98105
June 30, 1969

Anne Whelpley

Library Assistant

Beinecke Rare Book and Manuseript Library
Yale University Library

New Haven, Connecticut

Dear Mrs. Whelpley

Your June 26 response to my inguiry about material on Negro
singer Taylor Gordon is immensely helpful. Thanks so much for

taking the pains you evidently did,

I've studied the list of rules on using mangscript material
and understand the stipulations. I'm enclosing the application
to use copies of the Gordon-Van Vechten letters, and I hope my
explanation for needing to see them is sufiicient.

The Taylor Gordon material you located in the James Weldon
Johnson Memorial Collection of Negro Arts and Letters sounds like
a bonanza for my article. Gordon was the singing partner of G.
Rosamond Johnson, brother of James Weldon Johnson, for years. I
very much would like to have copies of the printed material you
mention; please let me know how to arrange whalever paywent is
involved,

I'm passing along to the editor of Montana magazine the
information about the Van Vechten photeos of laylor Gordom; if
she wants copies to illustrate the article, we will seek permission
from Mrs. Van Vechten.

Thank you again, Mrs. Whelpley; the Beinecke staff is as
wonderfully helpful by mail as they are in person.

Cordially

B AT T

Ivan Doig

ID/am



YALE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

New Haven, Connecticut 06520

James Tanis THE BEINECKE RARE BOOK AND MANUSCRIPT LIBRARY

University Librarian

26 June 1969

Mr, Ivan Doig
4712 33rd Avenue NE
Seattle, Washington 98105

Dear Mr. Doig:

Mr, Gallup is on a leave of absence until the first of
July. Your letter has been given to me for a reply.

Mr. Gordon Taylor's letters to Carl Van Vechten are
here in the Yale Collection of American Literature, The
period covered seems to be 1928-1955, I am enclosing a
list of rules governing the use of manuscript material here
in Beinecke Library and an application which you are to fill
out and return to Mr, Gallup, If Mr, Gallup permits you to
have copies of the letters, the copies must be returned to
the Library when your work with them has been completed.

We have some photographs of Taylor Gordon all taken on
the same day by Carl Van Vechten, Permission to have copies
of these should be secured from Mrs, Van Vechten, 25 Central
Park West, New York, New York.

In our James Weldon Johnson Memorial Collection of Negro

Arts and Letters, I located a folder of clippings, pams,
programs and fliers on Mr, Taylor. Copies of the printed
material may be made for you,

If I can be of further assistance to you, please feel
free to write,

S1ncerely,

/ 2t/ (/"/ [W

~/ﬂhne Whelpley (Mrs. H )
Library Assistant

AW/no

Enclosures

Herman W. Liebert

Librarian
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YALE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

New Haven Connecticut

RULES GOVERNING THE USE OF MANUSCRIPTS

PERMISSION TO EXAMINE. Permission to examine manuscripts will be

granted to qualified scholars upon completion of the application
form provided for that purpose. Such permissions are granted sub-
ject to whatever restrictions may have been placed on the manuscripts
by their donors or depositors. In certain cases, scholars may be re-
quired to use microfilm or printed copies of manuscripts when such
copies are available.

PERMISSION TO PUBLISH. Permission to examine manuscripts is not an

authorization to publish them. To the extent that it may properly

do so, the Library will ordinarily grant the usual publication rights
to qualified applicants. Separate written request for the right to
publish must be made on the application form, and scholars wishing

to publish manuscripts from the Yale collections are urged to make
such application before proceeding with research and publishing plans.
If permission to publish is granted, the location of the manuscript
shall be indicated in the published work, a free copy of which shall
be presented to the Library as soon as the work is published.

COPYRIGHT. In giving permission to publish a manuscript, the Yale Uni-

versity Library does not surrender its own right thereafter to publish
the manuscript or to grant permission to others to publish it; nor does
the Library assume any responsibility for infringement of copyright or
of publication rights in the manuscript held by others.

EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS. Exclusive rights to examine or publish manuscripts

will not ordinarily be granted, although in exceptional circumstances
such rights may be granted for a limited period of time.

PHOTODUPLICATION. The Library will consider requests for the photodupli-

cation of manuscript material when such duplication can be done without
injury to the manuscripts. The Library reserves the right to request
the return of photocopies and to prohibit the making of duplicate photo-
copies from those furnished by the Library.

PROTECTION OF MANUSCRIPTS. A scholar is responsible for the safeguard-

ing of manuscripts made available to him. He may not remove manuscripts
from the reading room for any purpose or re-arrange the order in which
they are delivered to him. The use of ink or of ball point pen is pro-
hibited. Manuscripts may not be leaned on, written on, folded anew,
traced, fastened with rubber bands, or handled in any way likely to
damage them. Eating and smoking are prohibited in manuscript reading
rooms.

June 15, 1969



4712 33d Ave NE
Seattle, Wash. 98105
June 6, 1969

Donald C. Gallup

Curator, American Literature Collection
Yale University Library

New Haven, Conn.

Dear Mr, Gallup

I'm working on a long article about Taylor Gordon, a black
tenor who made a considerable reputation in the 1920s as a singer
of spirituals. Mr. Gordon became a close friend of Carl Van Vechten,
and he tells me that Van Vechten's encouragement made him write
his biography, Born to Be.

Mr. Gordon recalls that Van Vechten was enthusiastic about
a series of letters Gordon wrote him while on a singing tour in
Europe, and these letters provided the idea for the book. Does
your Van Vechten Collection contain any letters between Van Vechten
and Taylor Gordon? If so, I'd greatly appreciate knowing about them
and about arrangements for securing copies.

Also, I'd appreciate knowing whether the Yale collection of

Van Vechten photographs includes anything eoncerning Taylor Gordon.
Perhaps this is not your area, but I imagine you can refer me to

the proper person.
Thank you for your time and attention.

Cordially

Ivan Doig

ID/am



L712 33d Ave NE
Seattle, Wash. 98105
June 6, 1969

Robert W, H11

Keeper of Manuscripts

New York Public Library
Fifth Avenue and L2d Street
New York, New York

Dear Mr. Hill

I'm working on a long article about Taylor Gardon, & black
tenor who made & considerable reputation in New York in the 1920s
as 2 singer of spirituals. Mr. Cordon was a close friend of
Carl Van Vechten, and he tells me that Van Vechten's encouragement
made him write his biography, Born to Be.

Mr. Gordon recalls that Van Vechten was enthusiastic about
a series of letters Cordon wrote him while on a singing tour in
Burope, and these letters provided the idea for the book. Does
your library's materizl on Van Vechten include sny letters between
Van Vechten and Taylor Gordon? If so, I'd greatly appreciate
knowing about them, and about arrangements for obtaining coples.

Also, I'm interested in any Van Vechten photegraphs of Tayler
Gordon,

Thank you for your time and attention.
e

Tven Dotg |

ID/am



The New York Public ibracy

Astor, Tenox and Tilden Foundations

Firta AVENUE AND 42ND STREET
New York, N. Y. 10018

Manuscript Division

12 June, 1969

Ivan Doig
“712 33!‘6. Aveo, N.E.
Seattle, Washington 98105

Dear Mr., Doig:

Your letter of 6 June relating to Taylor Gordon material
in our Carl Van Vechten Papers has been received.

We have searched the Carl Van Vechten Papers and have been able
to locate five (5) letters from Taylor Gordon to Van Vechten dated be-
tween 1926 and 1930. Most of these letters relate to various of Van
Vechten's books, are dated from New York and do not mention Gordon's
European tour. Although our Van Vechten collection is large, we are
aware that Mr. Van Vechten gave considerable material to Yale and
Princeton Universities, as well as to other institutions and it may be
that additional Gordon have survived elsewhere.

We will be happy to have our Photographic Service prepare an
estimate of cost for reproducing the Taylor Gordon letters in either
photostat or microfilm form, but in accordance with the policy of this
Library concerning photographic reproduction of material less than
fifty years old, permission to reproduce the items must be obtained
from the holder of the literary rights. In this case, since your let-
ter indicate personal contact with Mr. Gordon, the permission should
be easy for you to obtain from Mr. Gordon.

We regret that no copy of Van Vechten's photograph of Mr.
Gordon was found in the Van Vechten Papers.

Sincerely,

Aot g

Paul R. Rugenj
First Assistant
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YALE UNIVERSITY PHOTOGRAPHIC SERVICES

130 WALL STREET
NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 06520
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LEHMAN, ROHRLICH, SOLOMON & HEFFNER

(COOK, NATHAN & LEHMAN)

30 BROAD STREET, NEW YORK,N.Y. 10004

I.HOWARD LEHMAN (1908 -1969) : TELEPHONE: 422-2255 AREA CODE 212
CHESTER ROHRLICH ¥ g
EDGAR M. SOUZA CABLE ADDRESS: "COOKNAMAN NEW YORK
MORTIMER BRENNER

JOSEPH SOLOMON

BENJAMIN HEFFNER

JEROME L.ABRAMS

MAX REGOV

BERNARD K. ROTHENBERG

MARVIN SUSSMAN

LEONARD H. MOCHE August 8, 1969

DAVID M.GERSTEIN

Mr, Ivan Doig

15004 Linden Ave., N.
Seattle,

Washington 98133
Dear Mr., Doig:

Mrs, Carl Van Vechten has received your
letter of July 28th., It is not quite clear to her
whether you just wish her consent to the use of the
photographs of Taylor Gordon or copies of the
graph and the consent to the use thereof.

Please let me know your wishes in the

- matter,

Sincer yours,

JS:k Joseph/S¢lom



1500l Linden Ave. No
Seattle, Weshington 58133
July 28, 1969

Mrse. Carl Van Vechten
2% Central Park West
New York, New York

Dear Mrse Van Vechtens

I am writing an article for MONTAMA, a history jouwrnazl, about
a Negro sirger named Taylor Cardon. Mr. Ven Vechten once teook
some photograpis ¢f Taylor Gordon, and the magmzine would like
to use these examples of youwr husband's arils try with the article.

The Yale Undversity Library informs me thst permission to
heve copies of these photographs for use with the article muest
be obtained from you. May MONTAMA and I have such permission?

I've been looking over Hruce Kellier 's biography of your

husband ; yow life with Mre Van Vechten must have been a very
exciting one indeed.

Cordially

Ivan Deig

ID/an
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