
Manitowoc County, Wisco nsin Genealogy : Asy lums/Homes for the less fortunate 

Manitowoc County Homes for the Less Fortunate 

The Orphanage in Manitowoc 

Fo unded b y St . Marys in Manit owoc 
Also known a s the Po li s h Orphan As y lum 

The Manitowoc County Hospital 

The Hospital in this photo,~ ...... "l.c'll""" 

postcard) was also the oor farm. was a 
home that was a "jack c es". It took 
care of the poor, sick who couldn't afford a 
regular hospital and the chronically ill. There 
are orchards there and the inmates used to 
grow food and keep occupied. 

Means of Providing for the 
Unfortunate 

From "History of Manitowoc Co un ty" 
by Falge, pg. 43 
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It was the custom, under the law, in the primitive days of the county, for each town to make provision 
for the care and sustenance of those of its people who were in indigent circumstances. ln March, 1851 , 
this system was abolished and, what was termed the county system , established. To comply with the 
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law the board of supervisors elected three superintendents of the poor and in the following May a / 
quarter section of land was purchased in the town of Manitowoc Rapids, near the then county seat, 
and suitable buildings were erected thereon for the tenancy of all citizens of the county becoming a 
public charge. This institution was given the title of the County Poor Farm and was so designated until 
it was abandoned for the purposes originally designed, the county having reverted to its first method, 
by which the individual towns were made responsible for their own helpless ones, and this system 
obtains today. 

Recently strenuous efforts have been made by both men and women of the county, seeking better and 
permanent means of providing for and takjng care of those having a claim on the county's bounty. The 
matter took substantial form, in that meetings were held and plans formed by a committee, for the 
es tablishing of an institution by the county, erecting and furnishing buildings therefore, which should 
be called the County Home. The project was made abortive, however, by unanticipated opposition, but 
the friends of the project are not discouraged by defeat and still have strong hopes that their 
philanthropic innovation will soon take concrete form and become a reality, indeed. 

Twenty- Third a nd M d iso n S treets 

The Manitowoc County Asylum 
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This is a drawing of the a sy lum in 1885 that I ran across. I forgot to make a note as to where I found 
it. 

The county asylum was not actually an insane asylum, but rather a facility to assist in the aid of those 
with T.B.(tubcrculosis), physical health ailments, or mental health ailments. 
The facility also housed the poor. 

From "History of Manitowoc County" 
by Fa lge, pg. 77-78 

To William Hahr is due more credit, probably than any other man in the county, for the provision of 
an asylum for the care of the chronic insane of Manitowoc county. On April 18, 1884, he introduced a 
resolution in the county board, providing for a committee to investigate the expense of maintaining the 
insa ne of the county and the probable cost of building an asylum. Following favorable action on thi s 
resolution the necessa ry steps were taken and an asylum was built during the following summer. Mr. 
Rahr served on the first committee of investigation, later on the building committee and was the first 
trustee elected to the asylum board. The firs t board of trustees was composed of Messrs. William 
Rahr, .John Ca rey, Henry Vits, Henry Goedjen and C. F. Hacker. Consequent to the resignation of 
William Rahr, William Lueps was appointed in his stead. 

On March 26, 1884, Gustav Mueller, of Reedsv ille, was elected as the first superintendent of the 
Manitowoc county asylum. On .January 17, 1885, the first patients were brought to the asylum and up 
to May 23rd of the sa me year, when the first report was made, fifty-seven patients had been given care 
and comfort in the asylum. Previous to that time they had been confined in the county jail, while some 
had been left in charge of a keeper at St. Nazianz. 

In the next ten yea rs the number of patients had increased to one hundred and thirty-four and at 
vario us times it had become necessary to make additions to the asylum. At this time William Rahr was 
again elected trustee and the next year, following the resignation of Gustav Mueller and wife, Henry 
Goedje n and his wife were elected as s uperintendent and matron. By this time the buildings and 
equipment had become entirely inadequate for the purpose. So, in the s ummer of 1897, complete 
changes were made. Parts of various buildings were remodeled, additional land was purchased, and 
sanitary conditions improved so that the institution was modernized in equipment and ranks with the 
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best of its kind in th e s tate. As a result of these changes th e number of outside patients increased from 
sixty-three to one hundred and six w ithin th e nex t two years. 

In 1902 William Rahr again severed co nnection s with th e in stitution and Henry Wernecke was elected 
his successo r. M uch credit is du e M r. We rn ecke in co njun ctio n with Mr. Goedjen , the superintendent. 
To these two, throu gh skillful ma nagement and far- s ightedness, is due, in a large measure, the 
prosperi ty of th e las t few yea rs of th e asy lum. 

It was a di s tinct loss to the co un ty w hen M r. Goedjen di ed , Octobe r 5, 1911. He was succeed ed by 
Rola nd Kolb, form e r farm Ma nager. M rs. Goedjen was retain ed a s matron. It has been repeatedly 
sa id by a ll in a pos itio n to kn ow, th a t, w hile other institutions may be ahead of Manitowoc co unty in 
th e numbe r a nd cost o f its buildings, now here in th e s tate a re patients better cared for or g iven more 
homelike sur roundin gs. T his is du e to th e efforts of th e matron , Mrs. Goedjen. The tru stees are Louis 
W iegand , William Kiel, a nd Hen ry We rn ec ke. 

T he origina l farm prope rty o f th e asy lum comprised fifty-seven acres. Now the acreage has been 
in c reased to two hu ndred a nd s ixty- fi ve ac res. O win g to th e fact that the land was purchased from 
tim e to tim e, som e of it is about two mil es from th e institution. The original building was first intended 
to ho use a but seventy- fi ve patients, for w hose ca re and support th e coun ty is paid by th ose 
r es po nsible, a nd w ith th e reve nu e de rived from th e farm th e runnin g ex penses of th e asylum has been 
self-s ustainin g for a num be r of yea rs. From " His to ry of Manitowoc Coun ty" 
by Plumb, 1904, pg. 164 
Early in th e eig hties ma ny Ma nitowoc co un ty men, nota bly William Rahr, urged th e buildin g of th e 
co unty asy lum for th e care o f th e insa ne a nd at a meetin g of th e coun ty board in May 1884 $25,000 
was vo ted for th a t purpose. A three s to ry brick structure was built on spacious g rounds south wes t of 
Ma nitowoc a nd th e in stituti on was opened in Ja nua ry 1885 w ith G ustav M ueller as superintend ent. 
T he asy lum has s in ce been managed by tru stees a nd has proved most successful , many patients from 
o ther counites as well as th e loca l insa ne a re bein g cared for. 

A GOOD REPORT . 
Made by Trustees of County Insane Asylum . 
The thirteenth annual report of the board of trustees of the 
Manitowoc County Insane Asylum contains some interesting data 
which readers of the Hereald will appreciate. Here tofore it 
has been customary for the trustees alone to make a rep ort bu t 
the law says the superintendent of the institution shall also 
make a report, and the following facts are in accor dance with 
the two reports : 
The total expected receipts from all sources are $28,60 9 . 8 1 and 
the expenditures for the care of the patients was $14,919 . 70 
leaving a net gain of $9 ,690.20 for the county . 
The superintendent reports 8593 weeks of board furnish e d, 
bringing the per . capita cost per week to $1 . 62. The per c a pita 
cost for the year 1897 was $1 . 41 , showing an increase of 21c. 
a week. 
The improvements made are mentioned at some length . Among the 
most useful was the sewer o rdered by the board at their l as t 
session and which is now complete at a cost of $2753 . 80. The 
farm buildings, which were started last spring, have b e en 
finished and it is the opinion of the board that no more 
building will be necessary for some years to come . 
In the report special mention is made of the sale of the six 
acres of the Wood farm , sold to the C. & N . W. R'y Co. , setting 
forth the advantages derived from the deal. 
The property has increased in value and at present is slated 
at $136 ,26 6 . 87 . 
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The health of the patients has been exceptionally good , but 
four deaths being reported for the year . From a sanitary point 
of view the county has a model institution for the care and 
keeping of chronic insane. 
Dr . Luhman, the attending physician , recommends the erection 
of a large enclosure for the use of patients who are unable 
to get exerci se. 
Taken as a whole the report is a very creditable one and much 
praise is due those in charge . 
Manitowoc Daily Herald, Manitowoc , Wi s . Thursday, November 17, 1898 P. 1 

COMMISSIONER ' S REPORT . 
We are under obligations to Mr . Chas. Kl i ngholz , for an early copy 
of the Report of Com.missioners of the Poor, from which we make the 
following e x tract .- It will doubless interest many of our readers , 
and it will gratifying to the friends of Mr . Boucher , the 
Superintendent, to know that the Com.mis s ioner's report commends his 
management of the affairs at the farm . 
Special accounts o f the County Poor for 1854 . 

!F l our 11$174 . 62 

I Pork 11141.19 

!coffee J!1s. 71 

I Tea 1116 . 50 

Jsaleratus Iii. 80 

!candies lie. 77 

Jsoap !I s . 23 I 
!Rice Iii. 72 I 
Jsalt 116 . 75 I 
!sugar 1128. 47 l 
JBeet 110. 56 

Joried Apples 113. 88 

Jvinegar 110. 45 

Jstarch 110. 70 

JP ins and needles 11 0 . 26 

Jstove blacking JJo. s1 

JPeas !J o. 61 I 
I Pepper and mustard 111. 41 I 
Jcodfish JJi. 01 I 
I Tobacco 113 . 32 

!Molasses 111. 5? 

JButter IJ10 . 70 

Joats , for seed 1113 . 06 

!Timothy for seed 113 . 75 

!Top onions 114. 00 I 
JGarden seeds 111. 24 I 
JNails 111 . 80 I 

II 
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Jcallico' s IJ8o. 89 

jsheeting IJ15. 24 

jBedding, Thread and Buttons Ila. 66 

jBrooms 111. 64 

jMatches llo. 60 

JPants and Woolen clothing JJ 10 .17 

jRope and bed cords 112. 88 

jBags 113 .19 

jniverse furniture 1137. 20 I 
Jone Wagon 1155. oo I 
jHay etc. 1167. 09 

jBoots and Shoes IJ11.15 

jcoffins 118. 50 

Jnr. Gibson 1112. 00 

Jnr. Muller IJ 9o . 38 

Jnr. Zilley 1110 .25 

Jnr. Oswald IJ7o . oo 

!Digging graves and 
1110 . 50 $8 to Eatough 

jMedicines 11 33. 36 

Jorder to Dorf er for work 11 1. 50 

!Toll to M. & M.P.R. Co . 113. 21 

Ivan Valkenburgh , 
for Sheriff sale 1117. 78 

ISick people at P.H. IEJ with tea.ms 

jBlacksmi thing 11 6. 38 I 
!Hubbard, for 
sawing lumber 1120. 00 

Provisions carried to the 
1192. 10 sick at Two Rivers 

Provisions carried to the 
1110 . 53 sick at Manitowoc 

Provisions carried to the 
J2s. 60 sick at Rapids 

Provisions carried to the sick 
Is. oo 

I at Eaton 

jTotal 11$333 . 23 I 
Services of Chester Buel as 

1$28. 50 I Poor commissioner 

jThos . Harrington, Com . JJ21 . 50 I 
jchas . Klingholtz, Clk. IJ5o. oo I 
jBoucher, P.H . Overseer 1162 . 10 I 

II I 
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!Total 

!old debts from 1853 

!Platt & Bro . 

\Lawrence for Plastering 

\Boucher's services 

!Emerson for flour 

!Total 

!Total 

Paupers in the house 39; 
Paupers left the house, 32 ; 
No . remaining. 7 
Days board of the 39 paupers --3502 . 
The clearing is 24 Acres . 

11$162. 10 

II 
1\$28. 83 

11 7 . 00 

11 88. 29 

JJ18. oo 
11 $147.12 

11$1625 . 201 

CHESTER BUEL, CHAS. KLINGHOLTZ, Commiss ioners . 
Manitowoc, Nov. 22d, 1854. 
Manitowoc Tribune, Manitowoc, Wis. Saturday , November 25, 1854 P . 3 

Cemetery Burials 

The first burial at the Potter's field section of the county cemetery is 191 7. 

Page 7 of 8 

A big question exists as to what happened to the burials of the indigent before 
1917? It is assumed, that the burials took place within the individual townships , 
since the individual townships were given responsibility to care for their own 
poor . More research will have to be made to confirm . 

Hospital for Church Sisters 

Manitowoc, Wi s. , April 20.-The sisters of St . Francis of Silver Lake 
to-day through Register of Deeds Lindsted closed a deal for the 
Gerpheide park paying $7 ,0 00 . The sisters will erect a large hospital 
on the premises . The building will be modern in every respect, wil l 
have a capacity for about 300 patients , and cost $60,000 . The erection 
will begin soon as plans are accepted. Mother Alexi a of Silver Lake 
will take charge of the hospital when completed. 
The Sentinel (Milwaukee , Wis) Thursda y Morning April 21, 1898 

The trustees of the Manitowoc County Insane Asylum have 
decided to make the breeding and raising o f fancy live 
stock a feature of the Coun ty farming in the future. 
They already have a number of high grade animals and 
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excellent buildings for the handling and shelter of stock 
of all kinds. The move should prove a wise one. Some of 
the very best and most economically administered county 
farms in Wisconsin owe their success to their well 
directed scientific farming. 
Manitowoc Daily Herald, Manitowoc, Wis. Saturday, October 22, 1898 P. 1 
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Former 'poor farm' site is filled with history 

BREMER COUNTY'S POOR FARM 

E-mail I Pnnt I Repnnts& Perm1 sson sj 

By Judy Keen, USA TODAY 

WAVERLY. Iowa - Ron Leisbkow looks at 
the vacant. three-story building 
surrounded by farmland and sees a future 
museum Ann Harms en V1s ions a bed­
and-breakfast or brewery Karlyn 
Armstrong thinks it's an ideal spot for 1ce­
cream socials 

Steven 0 Heideman looks at the former 
poor farm and sees his boyhood home. a 
place where for more than a century 
Bremer County's poor and mentally or 

physically handicapped people lived and 

l.~)11' 

died He lived here until he was 18 with r./\' Jr•: 
his parents . who managed it 

Unused since 1999. the poor farm a few miles outside of 
town 1s a l.€S!Jge of the past Some area residents who 
feared 1t wou ld be torn down formed a foundation . and last 
month the group was given the deed 

Le1s t1kow . Harms . Armstrong and other foundation leaders 
plan to raise money and apply for grants to turn the building 
and 12-acre grounds into an attracl:Jon and a 

commemora!Jon of a part of history that's often considered 
s hameful 

"V\/hen these things are gone. they're gone forel.€r," says 
Leis!Jkow . the president "It's irreplaceable" 

Many of the hundreds of similar institutions that once exis ted 
have already vanished In the mid-1800s . before Social 
Securi ty. tax-supported poor farms - also called county 
homes or poor homes - were the only opl:Jon for some 
1nd1genl elderly and disabled people 

Linda Crannel l. who collects information on the ins ti tutions 
on her website (www poorhousestory com) and talks to 
historical soc1et1 es about them . says there once were poor 
houses in almost e\.€ry sta te Because many were torn down 
or converted to other uses . there's no way to know how many 
survived , she says 

Som e poor farms closed 1n the 1940s and 1950s as 
comm unities found o ther ways to care for the needy Others 

became nursing homes or Juvenile detention ce nters Edgefield . which was the poor farm 1n Multnomah County, 
Ore , 1s now a hotel with a wine ry and golf course 

Digging into genealogy 

usatoda) 30 .u-; atoda\ .crn11 /11C\\ -,/ 11 ;11i u 11 /2008 08- 14-puorfann .h1111 '1c-; p- I 
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There 's a surge of curiosi ty about poor farms now from people researching family trees , says Pamela Sayre , 
education director for the National Genealogical Society 

Crannell , an optometrist 1n Austin . says her fascination began when she discovered that a great-great­
grandmother lived in a New York s tate poor farm 

Interest has grown , Cran nell says , "1n an underground movement of mostly genealogists" Decades ago , poor 
farms were known for grim cond 1bons and fo rced labor Lingeri ng stigma prevents some co mmunities from 
showcasing them . she says 

Brenda Giles . administrator of the Greene County (Pa) Historical Society museum , says an exhibit explaining 
that building's past as a poor farm from th e 1860s through 1964 includes references to an 1881 Atlantic Monthly 
article that exposed abuse and cruelty al some fac1l1l1es 

Too often . Giles says , people who lived in such places "were JUSl forgotten " and buried in unmarked graves 
Soll . she says , poor farm s were the only safe homes some residents ever knew ''I'm sure there were sad 
bmes ." she says , "bu t they were their own fa m 1ly" 

'Kid from the funny farm ' 

That's how Heideman , 57 . rem mbers th e Bremer County Poor Farm "This was probably the best thing that 
could have happened to th ose people , because 1t really was a family," he says 

Except for the 33 .000-square- fool building , the poor farm here looks like any worki ng farm There are two barns , 
a bnck smokehouse a cottage and modern s torage bu1ld1ngs The main structure was erected 1n 1953, when 
the original 1890s building was removed 

Inside the past 1s more eviden t There are two Jail cells on the bottom floor clothing storage rooms , a laundry 
room Wooden cupboard s ha names wntten on yellowed tape marking spots where "Grace B" and "Anita M " 
stored their belongings 

There's a tood pantry. barbershop and nurse's office La rg e rooms where eig ht or more people slept 1n twin 
beds are adjace nt to sma ll , pnvate alcoves As he walks through the big room , Heideman remembe rs sitting 
there 1n 1956 watching Elvis Presley on TV for the fi rs t time 

He1deman 's bedroom was a 6-by-10-foot room over the front entrance with a window looking out on the '/.-mile 
lane that stretches from the building to th e highway He didn 't realize how unusual his home life was unbl he 
went to school , he says "I was the kid from he funny farm " 

When the place closed , he says , the remaining residents moved to own 

Heideman wonders 1f they were happier when they were a t the poor farm "Here a t leas t everybody was 
accepting ." he says 

That legacy should be remembered , Arms trong says "f\/lany peopl have no idea what a poor farm was ," she 
says "That slice o f what the s ta te did for its 1nd1gent people - it's going to be gone unless we save 1t" 
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mmsw922@aol .com 
Re: research gems 
May 24, 2013 7:56 :22 AM PDT 

cddoig@comcast.net 

Great ! Good morning , Carol and Ivan . 

I'm home but dressed up and set to go off and do the agency's "Year in Review" slide show shortly--so my adrenalin is 
zooming around . 

Here's one more poor farm link: http /1 usatoday30 usatoday com/news/nation/2008-08-14-poorfarm N htm?csp= 1 Some 
interesting memories: the cubbies labeled for each person 's laundry, for instance, and the odd GOOD memory of the 
experience. 

And let me know if you need more costs from 1950. 

Martha subsequently told me that the Vantner memoir was one of Dave's favorites to pull for folks----so of course he must 
have pulled it for you . 

I remain stunned by what is "findable" so readily---and sad for what else Dave would find that is not corralled by search 
terms , what else standing and snooping through a card catalog could do. I like them both . 

I am SO glad to be mostly on the far side of a week of rain Of course we needed it. I find gratitude so much easier when 
the sun has come back out l 

Quiet weekend ahead, I think , with more sorting--and menu-making towards having two sets of company in June, including 
one of the couples from my first tour that I really enjoy: Bonnie and Frisco from Seattle. She taught; he worked for Seattle 
Power and Light. 

Did I tell you that I enjoyed a great even ing a week ago with Mary Murphy----who has had a hell of a spring : acute 
appendicitis , delayed surgery for its removal , followed by several waves of devastating infections. 

She and Bob Swartout were both honored (while I was traveling) with the Governor's Award from Humanities Montana . 

Take care l May your world be in full bloom . 

Love , 

Marcella 

-----Original Message-----
From: carol doig <cddoig@comcast.net> 
To : Marcella Walter <mmsw922@aol.com> 
Sent: Wed , May 22 , 2013 3:32 pm 
Subject: research gems 

h ·;rn hnc. ;1[ C ;u"Oi 's li11 gn s. T he )"( 'SC;1rch p;1ckc ts ;u-c. ;is ()11(' or my ch;uactcrs 
is i11 th e h;1hit ()r s;1yi11 g, ( )ut st;111d i11 g! ls11't th;tt I ,nvistmv11 fl u hospi t;d 
n ·; tl ly s<mH ·thing·.i I 'm surT it 's the one I h;1d in mind. a nd kudos for track ing it 
cl o \\'n. It a nd th(' \\'SS pix a11d i11!(> g·iv(' 11w enou gh to crc;1tc th e boo k's poo r farm, 
I think. \ nd tlw \ l un so n h;L · to lw th (' ,,-hoppn sh ip o!' rny mcrn o ry , a no ther 
i11 spin·<I fi nd . T he list ol' sl1 ip 11<1 111cs is tnrifi c; I th ink I' m going to go ri g-h t 
to th e lop o!· it a11<1 h<l\'C my lic tii o11 ;tl , ·n sio n c; ill cd T he C hcquamcgo11. l\ ly kid 



From mmsw922@aol.com 
Subject· Another envelope on its way 

Date May 17, 2013 4:26:15 PM PDT 
Tc cddoig @com cast. net 

Hi Carol and Ivan , 

Greetings on a damp Friday afternoon . I will , of course , always take sun----but am at peace with a cool rainy weekend after this week's 
fires . Most of something like EIGHT fires on the far side of Canyon Ferry were set by an 18 year old who wanted to join the local fire 
department. Several hundred burned acres later, I could see flames shooting up on Wednesday evening after dark and the night sounded 
like summer with the constant thump of helicopters. 

I've never assembled my critical papers into one container--but this might be the summer. 

So, I think I found the typescript small collection you remembered , Ivan . I could be wrong . Your remembered story is slightly more dramatic 
than the 1918 "nursing in the Fergus County poor farm" account by this young woman. Still the narrative carries the same theme. The 
author did have to go to the Poor Farm with the understanding that she could not leave---that she literally had to remain onsite. But-the 
account says that 7 doctors from Lewistown took turns coming out. It also reports that 2 head nurses died within the span of a couple 
weeks. So, Xeroxed pages from that will be in the mail tonight--along with a photo of the Fergus County Poor Farm and some pages from 
Nancy Brastrup's Heritage Project work on the Meagher County Farm. That material contained no decent photos---and if more would be 
useful , I'll be glad to run over Read a big smile here' Truly. 

I took a loot at the Lewistown Argus for all of 1918 this afternoon Amazingly enough , flu stories were truly buried and minimized . I could 
find one reference to the "county hospital two miles out of town" now handling flu patients--and that appeared in October. The war and then 
armistice consumed far far more print space. 

Keep me posted on whether---on any of these topics--you would like more than I've sent. I'm glad to dig deeper-but will wait to see what 
you think . 

You'll notice that this project allows me to use the Walter family accumulated historic stamp collection--! hope-accurately!! 

Take care ' 

Love, 

Marcella 



Recorded an Transcr ibed 
by 

EBt er Johansson Murray 
1 <_:;71 - 197.3 

Pls oric~u t et1 oirs f'r j eet 
. · 11h1gs Brnnch, A. A .. U. J. 



?J 

J 918 ?1.u I4.1ed~ie 

As J menti.oned before, I s pent on1y the three sun :mer~ en rey hrnrestead proving 

up on the ln!'d, since th e Govenm i:mt ~ 1 d not l .. Gquire I stay th~re t.volve ten t hs of 

t.~e vear. Jn thE f.qJ.l of 1918 , : .?0tu-rned to FendaJ.1 to t eReh an I h e_d rione t bs 

P~sld ~rs tr e tragedy of the war gci:i.ng on in 3.lropa, !! sweep in s; HJne~s spread 

acro:=is thr·. c01mt.ry. Arre.rently t he flu s tarted in Fr.a.nee, C"?"OesP,d_ thf' Atlant:te si.n ~ 

i n }:ondi:ilJ, bt1t. th er .!3 'were eases ln I.ewi. ~tcrwn, the' ne-R~re:rt tO"m to !'ooda.11, a nd 

.ir.J ~;.")(:Uate1 y P.11 the sr.hools were closed.. I t was 5ueh a. n~ disease tbe doctors dj d 

not lmow how to treat .H, but tr.ey 1"'now th1t any £"ntt.oring tor,ether of peor1e ":as 

tc be avo:i rfod at all costs. ~'. o nll th~ ~ehools in Fer~s county Ye'!. ... e eloeoo. 

TfH~ Led Croas Crga.nJzati on in Lewisto'W!'l ht~d tu..rnoo the Fergus County Foor Fanr, 

t!"! to a f"J.u bosr.itaJ. ~o th o:i flu pa.t:i. ents could be isolated. They ~eed.00 practical 

) m.1rs~s, or '?ln:,rone wt'o wot1 ;d be wi11in~ to f','.O to }:r:;J.p. .t · ~opJe were ~o a.fraid or 

th:i s C('·rttaginri so th 0.:'i bncl groat d:tff1cu!ty finding vo1unteers . 

I r'-:id p:rcv i. ousJ.y ccrt~ct fY1 th~ Ped Cross in T.e\dr:'to\.m a.nd fjJ Jed out th e f orrr.e 

fo randall, J riS"ceivnrl a il : A-~sage fror:, tho i·cd ('roes headquart F?-rs in Levistm . .rn 

ill quirin g if I would cor1sider going out to the Plu Rospi tal vrne I ,,.,af too on a 
.... I 
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where b f:ot int o bed FL. ;1 l sr 'o ec' ir: trcre wos bell :l.f hF· wanted any co~:. 

1.tt ent i o • ant b~ n ~ to t h» and 1 1 ~·f dJr· ebc r tly refo1· r-; noon . 

eyes opE:.n . l ta1.. UJ t, C r:i.rn but {.} ,_, 
l r , wo.s d e--ad . Thi d i d shoclc me. 

:fo :i.de."ltifj c~tion was fcunu u . 1on t ':F body or ] ot h:i.ng, be '&fl tal- en :way .d al t h ugt 

1 oft en i..it:nd r L>d about t ,j rrru1 .hB mystery Rurroundin g r·im was nc:iver eleared up. 

~ ·-·€wen d tors fro~. : r. -=wistO\m C!:.me out once a. day to ac.s t ,e tianta . ' hey d d 

. o l'now any snnci ~c tree. ·. ant for the flu J.t · elf. lfpn.~ rr,onia had s ;t nth• 

prescr i ·ed h t a plied . I uld stand at a 1 ng, long in)ng ~ 
· ab1e, roJJ o yn.rd , anrl y rds of cb~ese clot 'nd 

cloth . T ese were cu . and arplied to the patl t •s chest aw' bacJt . T ·en a V '1ry 

warm v~s cut f 'r oi .. a wcoJ bl an}:et ·ms put over t}-;t3 "'l:ustat plaster . Aft 

thing th e~ · 

1 can b r~1., st~md to dr:h"'k ' h e etuff e' 

whc vere to t ~' el , . 11J in c 9.:rlnr, f r tre r-etl . 

Th •re \.ltl.S n.nctfier ta.rt}~ng case , soc.ewhat sill:.J.la.r t o tha on e .men ·i.on , a ove, 

th.1t I qJ ..,o rarecrnber dist j Pctly . The o1j ce ba ~ fotmd a 'Well-dre ~ed rr.an(;.y1ng in 

Ue vutt. er , , d since ev e"Ycne wa.s s :flu conscious, the oJ.i ce .. ought hi ·· out t o us . 

Sn~c . . w, he to 1~~ ·1e!1'!i t ec to Eet a rcoro o r. i ., elf. In tj_ r. .e \re ea. .e to find out 

tr· ls ran was .itl9 de d a n.rnk ;:md c!id not h,:i e tr: e fl.u at all. s he was recovering 

Ate t1ha ir f t . e .og that bit i!r n • . ' 
ev ryt irle I e~r.e t c H .s r 1~ fo ,' .,A-

• Hju n • I 

tc com_ 1 7 • 

fur h~r Mid , ri-You. ti ; Uat , ~. ccause if you ~~ 't , j, '11 do ~H\ .. , hin g c vc that ycu 

vil 1 b£7 scrry f 0r .. n 



35 

I d 5d net s e how h ; cou .d ca out _y t ·,rea.t t . e - . d J ,..cn t _;_nued to refu .. e 

oint bJ.an:k . 1 · olti "1k , rtJ \;; iJ J r:ot hel y m r-et aJ"lY · · ~ , isley . If you are going to 

pe"t whiske.: in an undE..rh r.tl1doo r: _ nner ycu "...:i]l .• a e t o g-Ft s orr; .c.1 e else to .. elp ·ou. . 

breat , but inaJ l y ;za.ve • E aid , 

ot respor sib e . I eoulcl _,vem c !oke you. " 

I ~c · G'l) o t of t he rcorr.. Soon the./ foun . ("\ 

rti. .... d seed . 

i.lba.t };j s real .r cu le vas an1 'h~.:l was 

I c , ~1 t reui :her the t rere~nta,_. e t. •a d:ed , hut of +h .... fifty r that 

ve had , aJr.:ost ,, ·.rv mornlnp, one or two had pass-ed a:ue.y . I r .anb l h e rr.en p ients 

!!'ore ·r:M he 01,.., r:fl ~atients b3cause t PY we:re given more to eompls.:in .i ng and gToaning 

over he-" act-es and pains . And t 'h e pref~ t ~1 

un1 ~ erstood w-i''n t i ss C) ar} c · e.nt ·on s .e ea d 1 ' 

u ; arr. tho sta.rt . n 

La.Zar".JS 

of eouree , a.11 ied . I soon 

. s :;opel s , f .:r tr. ey h ve giv 

C e oay, o er tt.e ' p , na, th'3 :· atron i ea.."l"fl tha a whole threasiL ng er had 

been stri~ . en rl · h flu up j 11 tr e L·ento cotmtry, an h l. - lai in ba.'Y'lls an o t-

bl;i1 dings i... tb1.t locnU t;r fc>r • (') or bre<::;: rl s \.rl.t r.o t a ,.. c e , (md she w s asl1 ed 

to ,: 'lk e re . for t 1 c~ iumecli t f11y ~d tber;a Wfts so , tl ing lih-, s ixteen of' th ·em . 

c \Je hurr1 ec and ~.ot tte .eds reac y . F rtunately , the la .. dries in 1.CNistm..:n 

d i d acce. t tb~ l u11dry f'. OT!, o .. ir f1 boari al so we had f resh .... uprli ns. 

~S they- C'ime , r ost of U- er·. r - to he ssisi d . T .;6Y bad ain :=:: J,. ng w-f tho t 

any Cf' ... re t hey ~ re in :>1rl shape . Tre youn ,et one Ya.s a. l ad of s'.i . teen r10 di not 

The 

ocm by bj . ~ 1 • Il e 

svffered .fro,. s , P. otho~" l t:l.la.:. ~-.r i r. arH t 1on t n th flu, !! H1 I r1ave · lwa.ye t 'ought :lt 

vas prob~ bly YrMJis , }·,is 1.i~ · 1 . 0_ P so fl 11 of sores that +.I:e s t rav u~rough w 'i c he 

drnn " 1 \..'a..: s h H~ ar . cl eaned him 

up Il.orningA , she rut en rur)bt1T glove? to r-nndl e L:.i.J.lo J s :rr· ~n · s con .c ou s ~~ tr ou 

. ny ct "er r .f:W·l e.~rs of UH~ ere r vou] d f uJ i nto a c Vle and tr. .t c ; l a be t 1e nd of 
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:them. Th:i s rnr:i.rt on tLe contrary rt:l'flained wine a-wal e a11d wou1~ ta11' to r.0 . Pa found 

out that I h::id hoPiestoodec' and h e said t hat he , toe, had hOll estaaded, tu t not in my-

ccu:cmni t y . 

~r· e man rUd hav e a n er.:e , hut. t h ;: doctor who had f1ret ehocl~ Ed him ha~ scribbled 

down an un.int e1 l .i.g5 ble scrawl of a uord on the i deJtification card t hat hung at the 

foot of bis bed , ano no m e couJ d ri~ure out th e n&11e. I a.a}::ed h5 m what r· :h i nAJr.e 

was a P. d he s aid , ,.., .. hat 1 .s sor:otf:ing for you tc. figure out, I an~ n.ot going to tell 

you . t:t So I sci1 d , " I f' t.h ft t is th o C$.S.-e 1 run going to c a.11 you 1-J·. Lazarus. n Tris 

pati ent r crnin'1e.d r1e o .f tbc Biblica l story of the ran full c f sores lyinR a t the 

rich 11~an ' s gate. I c alled l; i m that when I had occadon to tan: to l~ ire . He tr.m.s 

always very talkative a r1d '-' anted t o visit \iith roe becau s e I had mor~~ ti?Pe with him 

than the nurses vho had t o rusti auay to the next patient. 

I:ve~; morning he gr eet ed me v.1th thH w-orde, •r;. .. ~ ell, I djdn 't die last nigbt either.u 

F'c.r sorr-e r eason he suspected t hat he was not expected to live. So I vould :rerlYt 

m 1'. y no, you '11 beat the Cld ... ellO' .. r yet l tt And for a t irm~ he lid r 5l1ly, ~o that 

e~ven tbe norses ware hopeful. He kept askin g about the other rnembers of the thresh-

1.ng crew a?ld sever-~ll of thar.·. had died. It seernecl a gr eat source of pride to h in: that 

be continu ed to Jive. I asked hfa if h e. vou1d l :i Y. e t o have son: etbing to read,. t hat. 

I would brin r: b lt1 s.on~ e magazines. rillt as he paged through them, just looJ.-ing Ht tbe 

p:l.ctures, I began to doubt U:at he could read , and I didr1 't a.elr Mrn any more questions. 

Cn ~ day uhm I was gcing ·to get birr. a. gls.as of \-Iater, wbicb l':e usually drank 

tbrcugh a straw hE.cauae th e condition of his l ips wcu1d net rnirdt Um to do otherw:tse , 

th3 s t L e be j ust ch:-:wed t r.e glass. I coul d se-? he was riot M.tr.se1f, he s ~~~ed to be 

deliricus flnd I thouWit, Good Pea· 1ens, if he bites r:e w:ith those 1ipsJ I air not going 

t c expose m: · h~nds too c] nse to H·· ~.t fnca of hi sl :Ut he overea.tte even tH.s r a.rtieu1ar 

spell. I toJd b :i.d what had h rrr pened ~ u~~t h;; hr hero out of his head , U at he had 

bHtr.;11 the glass until r'. is 1ips •,.:(•re Heeding. Pe could not :ren-;e,r.:: her ru:ythinr:i: a.bout 

it and he h~! f.8.11 to U ·i.nk that '~ea.th w-ou1d cou:f' . I asked him, " Is t here sorne one you 

woul ·~"i lilre t o have 1:·- e write to•ln Tr:is I h ::, d don _ f or other patioots. "No," be sai d , 

" I den 1t have any rd ~t:lvs s or ~nyo11 e t o notify . I d i :1 have a. pal onca, a. young rum 
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~~h at I 1U: -· , very mucb . 

horse t .. rev him, h -.' brok e his n eci~ .i;!nd J "''atcr.oo h:hn d i e . u E4 sai ~ , H'fh1t ·was 

t err" b.l0 . Ci1e rr:om~nt hp was so f uJJ cf ]if Ft.nd the n ext '1 00lt>rit he l ay t her e dc~d. 

f e vf8.3 .. .! only pr 1, so I d i r go to .Ji.a f\)JL .r a l . An. J didn 't l ike th9 t f un H·D.1, n 

go:ing to 'lur r. i nto dust. 1 ._iust couJ c1n ' t s t rill<l tb1 t. I j lwt CO i.t.ldn 't tale · t, tr-at 

he Le Y,Jas s o f\Jl l c __ i fF wou: .d c c1r.c t o nd.t~ ~ n -: . « 

So 1 ua:id to hir., nyou b . V9 h ... a r ~ of t, sus tr e ~hristn . 

: i. o, ,, • i r 
. s . - ' '"it i s rr:y hPl i ef that \ e <c. 1i 1e on n~er tb.is hody of curs is 

gon e . H 

r. .m ed L'lza.rus , n I sai:.~ • 

.r. OJ ~med n '/bJ. e t Lul·o, Cha t .,r 16, v . 19- 25: ~i-r er : -was a certain ric ~ :B n, Yhich 

a c ertain .:e _-:ge,r m:un .. ~ Ltt'3aru s , wr J ch w1s lai d at r:is g·~tt e , f'uJ 1 of seres , AnJ d esi ring 

tn .r ~, . _......_ dJ.ed , , ~ ~· roor bt:J··r1:ar ! 11
, s ·-~~. I Ott! 1 r . I ,n zaru:s ,. ti I dr·_• ' t t }'t :1-!1}- +tat [·_ w-as 1.:1-. a 

rr 
,, 

sbc.n' 1.d?1 f.t. h- v .J _._ .. ft i 6 -C r i::-. aft ..... :1' hirn,. r 0L K1 . He rl i dn ' t rut t rn the f :l f ht I al:.. • 10U f.-
l 



" Ar bH. ,, read . ~n rhcut 't hf1t. ori e .. ~'h"lt i s tho on -=· I w1mt tc h r 9.r al)('1ut," he said . 

So I turned •o Jobn II , Chapt ars 1-46 . "Now a certa.:iJ'l n.an was s:! ek, r.-:rned 

t b .t , b e Sf] i d ,. Th~. s sl cY:c. cs~ 1 ~~ !'!Ot unto d:~D.tt' , but for t he ;:lory or Goa , that the 

I go ,, th1t ! -may A.WJJJ<: e ri . . out f ~l~ep. he ~ ssciples thou~ht he was talking or 
sleen that in re!_~t fu1 , 1 ilit tT .:"JS i. .. sfil~. t c t r ~-ir. ~la:i nly, LazarU$ is dead. f o they 

'Went tlwr e Br.d f ourtd tlm,t h had , . . 1.. a1n in th ,_. f:r av o four : ays alr eady • 'I'hen Eartha 

v~nt out to n~ eet Jesus and s?..id to him, Lord, if thou h 9.dst been here, rrty brother bad 

not di E::d, r\.lt T !-now, ttat f"'V<?n no ·, '\-.trat~oever thou wilt R.SY of God, God will give it 

thee. Jesus saith to her, Thy brother Ehal.J rir:Je ~gain . ha.rth~ saith unto him, I 

l'.nov he sh a.J1 r18~ a.~a1n in the reE<u~ecM on a t t.be J ast day. J esus said unto her, 

I am the resi.Jrraction ~d tb. ~ life; r. e that heli f'Veth in me, t hough l"!e were cead yet 

sha11 h e J tv~ : i\.11d vr'osoever U .veth rmd beJ ieveth in me shall n~ver die . Believestb 

thou thls? Ther1 i~g.ry came out to Jesus and te1lg hini if h e 't"i~d been U ,ere Lszerus 

wouJ.d not l ~ ave dice • • • Tbey come to t he c-ivE> and Jesus orders the atone t~l'en .9.vay. 

Fartha, th r.; Pi i st.P..r cf h1.tr! tha.t wae ( ea.d, sa ith unto t11rn, I ord by t.r•1.s time he stinreth: 

rcr h 9 tath been dead four · e!-l.ys •• • Th:.~ too1' a"Wta.Y t.b e stonelll And Jesus lifted up his 

eyes, rmd sein, . athel"' I tl-i etiY. th ee that t hnu h~. st heard me ••• And when he thus had 

spoken, he cried with a loud iro:tce, laze.rt1E, comA forth. And he that tms <~earl came 

fcrth bounr .. h~md ~d foot with ,,.ravaclothes; r--...nd Ms f'~ce vas bound about ~ith a 

nnpkin. Jor.us S[d th unto tr.em, I...00Ae hl~ , and l et ~fr f;,."O." 

I rearl an tri.~ story of l.fl.Z~MlSt hut I <"nded with the cl:hnax of the miracle. 

Th: r.:an en the ')ed l t1y stl11 and qui et. 7''~en at the ood he r.:sde no comment. It vas 

I vho hr:d to break the s1J en<."$? • "'!'o he m1rr:P,d aftP.r ~ ..a.zarue doesn't t!~e you 

r: ad does it 7" I n sk::~ him. !TNo, ':l""s. I f t}'lf} ~·'aster h~.d told n:e to COtr.e rrom the 

(-!.'!:'ave J uould h1,,e non ~ CYactly as h e di.d." h::~ cont5.nued , "fut the priest who stood 



c;-v cr r;,y h J, J<.,cl 1\tt i cus • U'<Wt'} , hr: ::i i d rot eAJJ hire to car(; out. Pust thou nrt 

ov·t iu v. lcw3 v o:i.ce, " Out cf I .1fe t i·ou u1·t ccr:a and 1Titc Life +:rcu shr.J.t rctui·v. ti 

a few r. otith fuJ s fm ,~ r:d .pf 1 C(~ scr. 0 I!l~lk throur,r the tube. 7bat tis thougtts still 

nu~ded t o hr.m.r . 

me, I dressed an~ 
n 1 gt1t. 7h e door 

jtwh.:ts" anc·; n.12 th 8 covers, tci \:ns too hot. n11d uncomfo1 ·t!flble. Et! con.rlaira!d to me 
'--------

becat.lSG : w~is net 0 11 8 in n.t. U .c ;-i ty, h u 'W vJd t 121J. D~G • r r"t if th:.y di .d net 1 et hi m 
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:ro 1e ~ 1 i ug t } 5 '.: :-. Cl : -, ~;r. • r• r
1

• .-.i. ·,.~~ .. 
• • . ..... ,;..,e. ' no C·na lil tioned t 1e incident ~o no one 1ns r epri-

r'. ·nd ed , 
1) 1 ·• tL e ... E' was a gr·0a:t fear t hat th .. boy ucul ha11e a relapse e..nd ' i e . Luckily, 

+~<. ·1 yount: I>,l J. 0 .1 Rufr.' r on no P .l efL.c , be .lived lhr ougb it . 

ave reacb. ed a platsau, we be . .. a. 

fa· r l'r coos .,ant nu 1,bcr of pa ients fil d i.te h .l p f th t wo male nurs es eased the 

\-! .. }. l o( d . 

.. ., ·1 b .. ~1 tr.m·t:s c ~.l.tl~c a c bangG mrnr J'bs Cl b·. ~ ~e hnd aJ .ways been very ldndJy and 

consid Lrm u of r. e , nc ~ · i a. ~ in P. re "J t n.i. ght .. or xt1 a du · y er otfier ch ree . Tr:an one 

du;y she C"a11 

~md ~nah.~ LC a srmr la;.o~ de , rnd .urry . 1~ ~ 1 e \J'U.S in •r o ·riee qt the irne lying down 

0 ·1 a crucb . J. wa s t e}oo a b -c:k b th _ ster ess o ~ t ... tone , but l hurried to tbe 

k itch ..., - Ftl1d mr~ d - U 1 e J.arnnade. Tn t..'Y hast 3nd wonder.in~ abC'Ut her grm. ehir.ess, I 

ace i<l~t~lJ . .i.y aw .et ened 1 t . .L r ush ba l \..:H b it and 1' iss Clark took on e sip of it, 

1 'J.l u1.d , and ycu hr in -.,:; s ~·et en ed . i i l apo1ogisoo and promi.sed to go 

i 

\ 
back nn d llial e 1 t ove · • Sh ·~ ac ed th0 see nd att .... :~ · t and di dn •t ss. any more_. ut 

di an d run dcwn and di .I1 1t h v a c t1a.nee. 

Tr ew r,,n ~m.E ble to get a nurse 1·epl _c '" · t for f.~ s s CJarl': . lady WPO i n 

rw TiY t,.· "' wa.s as ·indly and tbough t l , q ~ .iss Clar · , but f!b was t t ere scarc ely a 
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FirrnlJ ~: , t 1er0 hegHn tn be a decrease j tre Rtient >;; . l e nj g t ve r;ould he r 

coo 1 ?ration O'!!er 1.€-"?tlistovn, so rr:uch 1iR}1t so n:ucb ch iv .g around in s and toot n g 

of ho s . All t is \,ras Pi very • tH'1Ual n.lghttir.e cti vi t y .<'tll I ue co "'d not f i " 're out 

~hat in tie world -'ao gcin g on. I n t he r·.ornir g wl: tL tl·e ones Fi t . the bas et s e a e 

and t he ._uppliea \a1ero brouv.ht out ve were told of th . ~isticet cf he end of the 

} 'irst t· orld ' :ar . Trey had been l':°IPJ· ing such a troc. doua a.rf~ of 1t a t I e r:lstO'\i 
:: n f" ~ 

tr at the/,{~~~ r,a: react , c1 t:.ar out tc our Flu Po" .)ital .._ the Poer Farm. 

I r~a11zcd th en that m~ plans to to Fran e ~ i t h thP 1.€-d Cross would ..:.ev 0r 

n.:aterifilize . Abc.ut the ti rr c:J of tb t;1 J\J:'fn:]stiee hep -ti ts began to gt better, e\rnr 

and f . ·er peo J C" re str·iY en witt -he flu, ~md I realized t 1at tbe epid . ie was 

pr ac .fo . lly over anci tl:at n. ·chool i.n l eudRJ.1 would be reo en i ng soon . And 1 t id 

reopan be.fore the en of November and I Yoot back to tea ring. 

~ ·y first reaction to tb e end of t t-. e epidere.'!.c va .. a per onal let down . ?or 

tbre:ughou"" ttis experience I had rea. ly liv • I had lived dee J.y . A oreat rutt: 

c .e to rr~e and I realized t~t: t h f' best use you CAD r-.at.e of v ur life is to be 

involved in somet~ · ing erf.'; ter U .nr1 ~7ourself im d ovtside y l.ll" own c mccrne . Tr 1 t 

down was wh e i I c ·uJ d no 1 onr;er be of s rice to th t ext an • Th.is was n. .. · f irst 

e:A--rPrience of vorl inp- wi tr OJl•et ling outside •Y ow rersonal life, ;:rwa er th n 

l ysdf, it vn..~ . u.. .. ethinrr of a read ·ustm t to RO bac1' c nor·· 1 dt ties cf teaching. 

A Ci vi] ~ :a.r f-ieadache 

'H ere wer e naturally fet-tr Ji~ht er mo .1rn s c1uri g tho .. .,e .r¥ days of t. . e flu • 

r·n c tl':t1t i d r . b ,r ir.:.vvlvod .n e of U :e ol ~ ... en at ha Po r Fa .. • ""!· e c] d n-.en 

l: o ha1! D GEm so._' to tre out bt i1c" ines t sl~ep ee.. :e in to tbe r;uge 1-itcJ n to 0at 

t heir n.eal ., ~md thm w0nt bacl· to U eir tooporary quarters.. I h d never ae o many· 

old EElfl tcn~e-tb~r, l ck not re.merribe~r th::ir n ber but the filled t vo lcn:::. tab} when 

trey nat cic~ l o eat . t.r- .ng tr.e old r- e trere as on e t at 'I.Was dra\m to ay 

a~tt E"-ntior1 t beca is e every ~;ing1 e ~ .. =ey he co 1. i ed aloud cf er ten ible beads.ch • 
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After I h:-d heard him con::plg_in of theae headaches for wee:ks, I .finally said to the 

old fellow, 11
:,; ,11 , uncl(;, bc-w l one have y e t; had thi s }· en.dacb e a.nyway ?tt He l ooked 

up a t ,.1e a nd ans ...rered , nFor fifty years rww . n °Cb , 11 I said , HYou are spoofing me 

0
1"uh ! TJ-:at show5 , o-w muc 1 you ln®. I was r it in the bead ""1-th a bullet at 

Shiloh and it has been aching aver since!" tr e ol d so1diEr roplied. 

Sc it 1a~ t ~at my exp i ence a.t the Plu r os dtaJ. wa s over , n.nd i t soon p ovoo 

t ha t, tvy dsye of' Yendall school teaching vou1d be fin i sl"l ed to.o. 

Cat Creek,. 1·~on ·~ana ' s .drst C i1 ~:"hld 

Cne c f TI..'Y homesteading n ei ghbors, a Norvegian bachelor, Cy Vontver, persuaded 

me to marry h:i11; in 1920. I had suff ~red s<Jl:': e f:tnancial lo$S from those years of 

drought tut ~: ie losses w r ~ gr-eater aE- ue hf'>d invested 1r. r-~ orses and r acM.nary. He 

had then worked for· a.wil e i n the Jrendell gold rd.nee, but aft er our rr,a:rriage ve 

moved to Petroleum County end be got \r."orlr in tbe newly discovered Cat Creel'. Gil 

fields. 1 ho driJ 1inr: for oil OJ,ened UJ: opportndti s f or ernployrrent bett er than either 

farming or n: ining . 

\·.'hen we first :movec1 to n ewly establis ed C~t Cree¥, ev~ryone lived in mt.all 
- ~-·- h e>..( K.:::. 
ah-a.ks, some of wbich wor e cov~rad wi tb ta.-r ra er . . here ii1as a \.Jat ar pump by tt e 

o.ffice and we cou] d carry in V!bat l tai r we neer· d . The '\:{a t er was v ery soft, terrible 

for rnaking cof".fee but lovely for washing clothes. 1-i:y hush.and bun.t a lean-to entry 

on th e front of our shao . for .. at Ar ·md t h e kerosoo~ stmre. ·e .. }so bv.i1 t on a 

storage place to the back. e liveci in t l:d s one room ca bin f or a coupl e of y ears 

~ cus:i ng nud we used 

as fu el the q1:·u -e oil .iust as L c ~- . ~ fi·or,~ the v-eJls . ry ), is cru·h: o:!.1 Fas of' such high 

gravity t hat sven unref:lned it couJ.d be used as h E'ating fuel in th:, hcueest it went 

nn0 ev en f" 1].r:;d the gns t anl a of 11r.:: :·'od ~1 T Fords ~..:.nf oth ~r car s ~ i\J th ough it did 
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Vontver. May, 1892-1990. 
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May Vontver di scusses her ear ly life as a Swedi sh immigrant in Nebraska in the earl y 
1900s: teaching and homesteading in central Montana: work in the influenza hospital in 
Lewi stown in 1918: and life in the 1930s with her husband Simon Vontve r at the Cat 
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I tern Di ·play - Muy Ande rson Vont ver remini scence, 1971 -1 972 

Item Details 
MARC Record 
May Anderson Vontver reminiscence, 1971-1972 
Vontver. May. 1892- 1990. 
f _cader: 
tciaOn 
key: 
dmp000021 I 0 
Fixed fie ld data: 
050923 i I 905 I 939mtu 000 0 eng d 
Local system #: 
( M 1-1S)0000364 7 
Local system #: 
(0CoLC)70972301 
Local system # : 
(S irsi) a82 I 893 
Personal Author: 
Vont ve r, May, 1892- 1990 . 
Title: 
May Anderson Vontvcr reminiscence, 1971-1 972. 
Phys ical description: 
. I linear tl . 
CJeneral Note: 
Recorded by Ester Murray, 1971-1973 , as part of the American Assoc iati on of 
University Women (AJ\UW) I li storical Memoirs Proj ect. Transcript only. 
Acquisi ti ons source: 
Donated by Lster .I . Murray. Billings, MT, 1973. AC 1973 -39. 
Abstract: 
May Vontver Jiscusses her early life as a Swed ish immigrant in Nebraska in the ea rl y 
1900s~ teaching and homesteading in central Montana~ work in the influenza hospital in 
Lewistown in 1918 ~ and life in the 1930s with her husband Simon Vontver at the Cat 
Creek oi I field s. 
Biographical note: 
Mia 11 May" Anderson was born in Tranos. Sweden. on March 7, 1892, the fo urth of nine 
children or Anders Johan and Anna Lo visa Balling Anderson . When an older brother 
made plans to em igra te to America. twelve-year-o ld May pleaded to go with him. The 
two arrived in 1905, and li ved with re latives in a variety of places, including Nebraska 
where she received an elementary ed ucation . Always good with language and literature. 
May moved to Kali spell, Mon tana, in 191 3, to teach and to li ve with di stant relatives. 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Alton. From there she homesteaded in Roy. Mon tana, and taught 
schoo l during the winter months. She married Simon Antonson Vontvcr. a Norwegian 
homesteader,on May 25. 1920. They had one son. Loui s. 
Biographical note: 
While serv ing as Superintendent of School s in Petroleum County in 1929, May Vont ver 
attended a creative writ ing class taught by 1-1.G . Merriam. She wrote a short story about 
one o r her teaching experiences near Roy. The resulting story called "Kiskis" was later 
published in Montana Margins (Ya le lJn iversity Press, 1946) and has been widely 
reprin ted . Ms. Vontver also wrote and published an account of her li fe in Sweden and as 
a United States cmigree, written in Swedish. 
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ft cm Dig.p lay - May Anderson Vontver reminiscence. 197 1- 1972 

Biographical note: 
May Anderson Yontver graduated from ormal Sc hoo l in Dillon, MT in 1927, and the 
Uni ve rsity o f Minneso ta (cum laudc) in J\ugust, 1947. li er husband , Si. wo rked for the 
Co ntinental Oil Company for thirty years. The coup le moved frequentl y following 
opportunities in the Montana and Wyoming oil fie lds. J\ ft cr Si' s death in 1974, May 
moved to Sea ttle to li ve with her son Dr. Loui s Yon tve r. hi s wife, and three children . 
She died there on January 13, 1990. 
Scope and content: 
May Yont ver di scusses her early li fe a. a Swedi sh immi grant in Nebraska in the earl y 
1900s: teaching and homesteading in central Montana: wo rk in the influenza hospital in 
l .ewistown in 1918:and life in the 1930svvith her husband Simon Yo ntve r attheCat 
Creek oi I fields. 
I lc ld by: 
MT- 1 II ST 
Personal subj ect: 
Vontver. Simon/\. (Simon Antonson), 1890-1 974. 
Sub.iect term: 
Fronti er and pioneer Ii fc--M on tana-- Roy. 
Sub.iect term: 
l lospitals--Mon tana-- 1,ewistown. 
Sub_iec t term : 
I mm igra nts--Montana. 
Sub.iect term: 
I mmigrants--Nchrnska. 
Sub_i cc t term: 
In fl uenza--Montana-- 1,ewistt)Wfl. 
Subject term: 
Petro leum industry and tradc--M ontana-- Petrol cum County. 
Subjec t term: 
Sc hoo I s--M on tan a-- Roy. 
Sub.iect term : 
Swed ish America ns--Montana. 
Subject term : 
s vv·cd ish J\ mericans-- cbraska. 
Sub.icct term : 
Women teac hcrs--Montana--Roy. 
Genre i ndcx term : 
Rem i ni scences--Montuna. 
Location: 
Montana 11 istorical Society Research Center 225 . Roberts, Helena MT 59620( 406) 
4-l-4-26 81 mh sli bra ry((1)111t.gov (SC 958) 
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1601 

Vagrancy Act; Re lief of the 
Poor took p lace in 1601; 

authorized pa rishes to build 
~oor Houses for t he 'deservin 

poor' 

1785 

British brought the idea of Poor Farms and 
Almhouses to America; Aid for th e poor 

differed in varying states; In New England, 
loca l governments provided sustenance for 

the poor; In Virgina, the parishes 
distributed relief. 

1785 Virginia Statute for Religious 
Freedom; Virginia 's parishes lost 

responsibility. The Poor became charges of 
county governments. 

Alm houses we re brought here from the British 
Copyrig hted by Google. 

1700-1800 

Pari shes built workhou ses to 
house all paupers under one 

roof; to reduce th e cost of the 
poor rate. Poor rate was used 

not only to house the poor 
but also to make up the wages 

of t hose on a low income 
(Poor Class peopl e) known as 

out-workers. 

Paupers were housed under one-roof. 
Copyrighted by Google. 



Medieval 

Churches too k ca re of 
th e poor 

,;f'_ .. . :t 
, i. 

........ 

1547 

Poor Law Act of 1547; allowed 
t he bra nding and slavery of 

pe rsist ent vag rancy as 
puni shment 

1572 

Poor Law Act of 1572; ordered 
that beggars be branded on the 
shoulder; easier way to identify 

them 

The brand for the slaves looked similar to this one. 

Churches looked simil ar to thi s one in th e 
Medieval tim es. 

Copyrg ithed by Goog le. 

Copyrighted by Google 

Parishes similar to thi s one, took care of the 
elderly and sick. 

Copyrighted by Google. 



1834 

1834 Poor Law Am endment act 
. . abolished outdoor relief ; made all 

r~~v~ 

·.· the poor go to th e workhou se. 

Workhou ses to provid e shelter to 
animals to be raised by th e 

~-~ inhabitants, such as ch ickens and 
pigs. 

Ch ickens w ere raised in the poor 
house. (copyrighted by Googl e) 

Orp hans we re hou sed at th e poor fa rms. 
(Copyrighted by Goog le). 

1875 

Poorh ouses responsibility of 
State Board of Charities . 

CHildren prohibited from 
res id ing; mentally ill patients 

and people with special needs 
moved to appropriate 

faciliti es. 

Th e w orkhouses looked 
similar to this one. 

(Copyrighted by Google.) 

1896 

1896 Law; no veteran 
to be placed in 

almshouse, nor his 
fami ly if he be killed in 
action. Instead, relief 
will be prov ided in 
their own homes. 

Laws stated specifically 
prohibiting placement 

in the poorhouses. 
Workman 's 

Compensation , 
Unemployment 

Benefits, and Social 

Security helped stop 
poor people being 
placed on the poor 

farms. 

Elderly people were sent to the Poor Far 
Copyrighted by the Library of Congress. 



20th century 

Housed all sorts of people. Young 
orphans, destitute elderly. Most 

individ uals at county poorhouses 
were eld erly or disabled men and 

women without the mea ns to 
suppo rt themselves (widow, 

wi dowers, sheepherders, no family). 

Chi ldren so metim es apprenticed to 
a farme r or tradesm en. Poor house 
was racially integrated; integ ration 

does not imply equality. 

Hea lthcare professionals vi ewed 
poorhou ses negatively. Considered 

dumping ground s for th e 
unwatned elderly. Mid-centurey, 

people were beginning to question 
t he success of the poor hou se 

movement. 

People were uncerta in of 
poorhouse condition s; 

investigation s launched. They 
proved to be excess ively expensive; 

not as helpful to reduce poor 
numbers. 

1950 

Most poor 
farms/almhou ses/workhouses 

shut down or converted to 
nursing homes; complete with 

infirmary. 

Dependent elderly people to 
be placed in newly founded 
nursing homes; orphanages, 

genera l hospitals, mental 
hospitals still around. 

Present Day-
N u rsi ng Home 

Each facility must ensure that it is 
staffed with qualified and trained 

nurses to in accordance with a 
comprehensive assessment and a 

plan of care. 

Each resident must be well -cared for 
and must be in an environment that 

promotes maintenance or 
enhancement of their quality of life. 

Each facility must provide each 
resident with a nourishing, 

palatable, well-balanced diet that 
meets the daily nutritional and 
special dietary needs of each 

resident. 

! Nursing homes today, look similar to this one. 

eterens weren't supposed tb be paced l 

into alms houses. 

Copyrighted by the Library of Congress. 



History of Poor Farms 

ln the times of knights and jousting, the church was 

responsible to care for the poor; parishes and 

charities were left to care for the elderly and the 

sick. Paupers generally gathered in monasteries for 

shelter and support. However, the reformation and 

abo lition of monasteries led to a succession of 

ineffectual and often cruel laws . The Poor Law Act 

@ MillbIDok Pre
5
s, 1 S')l of 154 7, a very crnel and sickening example, 

al lo\\ ed the branding and slavery of persistent vagrancy as punishment. Every 

vagran t, whether young or o ld , healthy or deathly ill , could be branded or 

made into slaves. Another Poor Law Act in 1572 ordered that beggars be 

branded on the shoulder, as a way to identi fy them from the common people, 

as if the rags and the pale, haughty faces weren't enough. 

The Vagrancy Act of 160 l authori zed the first moves to help the poor, 

rather than simply ignore them . Called the Relief of the Poor Act, it 

au thori zed pari shes to build Poor Houses for the ' deserving poor '. The parish 

elected one or two over. eers, who were to maintain the poor and find the 

residents work. A lthough there were many responsible and caring overseers 

that took care of their house and residents, some were conupt and abused the 

res idents and the ir respons ibilities. The poo r houses were funded by a levy by 

the res idents of the par ish. These poor houses were created to help lessen the 

amount of the poor rate and help paupers get back onto their feet and off the 

streets. 

Poorhouses were intended to be harsh and uncomfortable. Living 

conditi on were supposed to convince paupers that only through hard work 

would they escape the atmosphere of poverty. However, these harsh and cruel 

conditions under which the e lder ly, sick, and poor had to live, just made them 

resent the poorhouses, and they felt that the only way to survive was on their 

5 



ow n. Though, ove rseers were late to reali ze that few inmates were capable of 

hard work, !o r they were e ither too old or had menta l di sabilities. 

\Vhcn the British came to Am rica, they brought the concept of 

a lmshouses w ith them. Alth ough poorh ouses began from a direct concept 

Crom Eng land , earl y co loni a ls changed and bettered the concept into Poor 

Farms. When the Ameri can Revo luti on ended with the Treaty of Pari s in 

1783, a id fo r th e poor di ffe red in vary ing states. Local governments provided 

sustenance for the poor: th e pari shes di stributed re lief. In l 785, the enactment 

of the ' tatute fo r Rcli g iou Freedom, pari shes los t responsibility. Instead, the 

poor became charges of co unty gove rnments. 

Durin g the 1700s and 1800s, many parishes built 

workh ouses to house a l I paupers und er one roof as a way of 

reducin g the cos t or the poo r rate. The poor rate was used not 

onl y to house the poor, but a lso to make up the wages of those on 

a lo w in come. These we re known as out-workers, however, the 

I 834 Poor Law Amendment act abo li shed outdoor relief and 

made a 11 the poor go to the work.house. Workhouses were built to 

provide shelter to animal. to be raised by the inhabitants, such as 
@ H.i5to ric An:!! r i ill 
Buili ~ s Sur.re y 

chi ckens and pi gs. /\ lso, the res idents were to spend their time creating useful 

items to be so ld in the nea re t town to help feed themse lves. A lso, inmates, as 
--- ' 

they we re so mcti mes ca I led, were to pl ant and harves t grain , wheat, hay, and 

barl ey to se l I as wc l I. The inhab itants a lso maintained a garden. 

ln some areas of the United States, poorh ouses housed all sorts of 

peo pl e, from yo un g orphans to th e destitute elderl y. Some of the res idents 

we re immi grant who, after fai ling to make enough money to bring their 

fam ili e to /\ mcr ica, died alone and fo rgo tten on a Poor Farm. Most 

indi vidual s who li ved at the county poorhouses were elderly or di sabled men 

and wo men without the means to support -----the rn s e 1 v es . Children sometimes li ved at the ----
Poor fan:nr~ siii::i-its 
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poorhouse for short periods of time, but the overseers usually apprenticed -- -- -· --
them to a farmer or tradesmen. Most welfare officials opposed allowing 

-.....-.......... 
children to live in almshouses and be exposed to the 'idleness' of paupers. 

Mostly the disagreement for children living at Poor Farms was based upon the 

seldom, yet unforgettable experience of a meeting with the unrestrained and 

often frightening insane inmates. 

While scattered, poor farms and work.houses always had many more 

White residents than African-Americans, the poorhouses were generally 

racially integrated. However, in the pre-Civil War era, 

integration did not always imply equality. Records 

rarely provided African-American residents the small 

dignity of listing their surnames. Another ultimate 

disgrace to the Poor Fann inhabitants, which is still . 
© Chi: ago Hirtori: al Soc i.&)• 

affecting ancestry records today, is the unmarked graves Poorhouse vror~ers it ~enh.OU5e 

in which the dead inhabitants were flung into after their demise. Although 

many people hear of the old graveyards, few have been unearthed, and records 

have not helped, for few deaths were ever diligently recorded. 

By the mid- I 800s, healthcare professionals viewed poorhouses 

negatively, and considered Poor Farms as "dumping grounds" for the 

unwanted elderly and crippled. By the end of the century, people were 

beginning to question the success of almshouses. Sanitation conditions and 

patient abuse of the mentally instable and revolted elderly were also 

questioned. Soon, investigations were being conducted to pertain the 

usefulness of the poorhouses. After many deep investigations of several 

almshouses, Poor Farms, and workhouses, they proved to be excessively 

expensive, and they did not help reduce the numbers of the poor as 

extensively as previously believed. 

By 1875, poorhouses in most of America became the responsibility of 

the State Board of Charities. Children were prohibited from residing in the 

poorhouses and the mentally ill patients and people with extremely special 
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needs were soon moved to the appropriate facilities. In the year of 1896, a 

law was passed that no ve teran , whether marine, sailor, or simple soldier, nor 

his family, lest he be killed in action, could be placed in an almshouse. Also, 

another law was passed that every grave of the poor needed to be marked and 

any possible rel ative informed of the death. Further revisions and regulations 

were created with the forming of Workman's 

Compen sat ion, Unemployment Benefits, and the 

Social Security program. As these became more and 

more popular, less and less people were ending up on 

Poor Farms. With these other ends and benefits , most 

almshouses , Poor Farms, and workhouses were shut 

down, abandoned, or converted to nursing homes. As 
19 51 N UP.: :irig H Olll.l1 ~ s id.nits 
(© vrwvT rool!::irr~ b .com.) 

a result of the newly formed and highly popular nursing homes; orphanages , 

general hospital s, and mental hospitals were the only legacy left from the 

ever-changing poorhouses . 

Although different in form and ideals, today' s nursmg homes must 

meet several requirements. Each facility must provide each resident with a 

nourishing, palatable , well-balanced diet that meets the daily nutritional and 

special dietary needs of each resident. Also, resident comfort and safety, 

along with facility housekeep ing, maintenance and sanitation is required and 

should be up-kept. The res idents also have certain rights, however. Each 

resident has the right to be efficiently accessed to maintain or attain the 

hi ghest physical, menta l, and psychosocial well-being possible. Although 

there are several laws and regulations pertaining to the up-keep of nursing 

homes, several elders still suffer abuse, malnutrition, are severely neglected, 

and di e forgotten by their families. 

Nursing homes have, as a whole, been a better replacement of 

poorhouses, almshouses , and workhouses, however, elder neglect and the 

dumping of the old, cl egracled, and family less people is still a problem 

By Becky Teague 
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General History of Meagher County Poor Farm 

The Poor Farm in Meagher County came about in 1896. It was for the 

people who could not care for themselves or who were sick. On March Yd, 

1896 a contract was passed through the Board of Commissioners to the care 

and maintenance of all county poor from April 151 
J 896 to Dec. 31 st 1896. 

Thi s was granted to the manager, N.H. Sweat for $3 .4 7 per capita per week. 

Along with the contract for N.H. Sweat, Dr. McKay got a contract for all 

furni shing ·, all medicine to patients at the poor farm , inmates at Jail and the 

town of White Sulphur Springs, in the amount of $225.00 to the same. 

The poor farm was located on Miller road about Y2 mile from White 

Sulphur Springs. When it first started up, the poor farm hired ranch hands to 

come and do work such as fixing doors. When there was a problem, they 

would call a handy man to come and repair the problem. A few people did 

work at the poor farm and got paid. For example, Jno. G.Danzer was paid 

$12.00, job unknown, and E.1-1. Teague was paid for labor in the amount of 

$2.50. These people were not paid a substantial amount of money. They 

basically received pay of what the owners thought was enough. Only the 

people who were hired out at the farm were paid and exact amount. These 

people were the ones who were at the poor farm year around doing work 

every day; caring for the patients, for example, J.F. Williams got paid $439.10 

for the care co. patients. He cared for all the patients that needed help through 

out the months . 

There were no medical facilities in White Sulphur at the time. B.F. 

Sandow gave, to some extent, medical attention to county patients. He could 

not do anything but give them medicine basically. When someone was ill, 

they would have to be transported to Townsend to see the MD, J.L. Belcher. 

Patients at the poor farm very rarely came into town. Once in awhile if one 

did need to come into town, the farm would hire a person to drive them into 

town and back out to the farm. 
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The poor form ended in 1947. Most all poor fa rms were ended 

because many compbined about be in g abused and treated poor ly. Our poor 

farm ended because it was so ld to Jimmy and Ruby Goggins and that in the 

I 940's, the nursing home in White Sulphur Springs came about and then 

many pati ent. \Vere treated and stayed th ere. 

By Courtn ey Sjoden 
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Nher- did the residents come from? 

71 

259 

•New immigrants 

II Old immigrants 

DAmericans 

92 D Total people 522 

Number of Poor Farm Res idents and where they had been before coming to Meagher County 

After researching some of the poor farm documents I found that the 

majority of the res idents were American. The rest of the residents were 

divided into the new immigrants and the old immigrants. The majority of the 

new immigrants were from Ireland. Of the old immigrants the Scotts and the 

Gem1ans were the majority. Above is a graph showing how many Americans , 

Old immigrants, and New immigrants were residents at the poor farm 

By Jason Barker 
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Males Females , and Deaths at the Poor Farm 

29 74 

493 
Genders and dc:aths(males) of those at the Meagher County Poor Farm 

R. Deaths 

. Males 

D Females 

After researching the poor farm res idents , by looking through the old 

record s o f th e pl ace . From my research I learn ed that more than three-quarters 

of the people who went there were mal es . l think that the bigges t reason for 

thi s was that th e year durin g whi ch the poor farm operated, there were a 

co uple depress ion s, and some wai·s . T hi s led to many men not having jobs, 

and a lso be in g injured . Less than one-fourth of the people who ever went to 

the poo r fa rm died . There were very few women ever at the poor farm. 

By Craig G ilman 





I tcm Display - Fer~us Count)' Poor Farm I graphic] 

Item Details 
Bibliographic Information 
Title 
h:rgus County Poor !·"arm [graphic I 
J\uthor 
Cuhcr. W. II. (William II.)_ 1853-1917. 
Puh Jate: 
[I 9]0-1940[. 
Summary 
The Fergus County Poor Fann \Vas located near Spring Creek off the Joy land Road. The 
harn for the poor form has a sign on the top that reads "County Farm''. To the right of the 
b(lrn is the mai n huilding or the poor form. In the rront of the photo is a shed-like 
hu i Id i ng. In the center or the photo near the trees is the ri rst trading post in the area 
called Recd and 13cmlcs Trading Post located on the Carroll Trail. 
Item info: 
I copy at l.e\\ istm\n Puhlic Library. 
http ://cJm I 0>401.cdmhost.com/u?/p I OJ-tO I cmhp.871 

http: //cdm I 0]401 .cdmhost.com u'!/p I OJ-to I cmhp.871 

I loltlings 

( 'urrcnt I lolding' 
!Lewistown Public Library Copies Material Location 

PllOTO 01090 1 Photograph At rclcrcnce desk 

http: //mtscpro<l.msl.mt.gov/uhthin /cgisi rsi /'?ps=N I ~ I ITO RyOao/MT-1IIST/ 1 I..., 90077 /88 

PaL?:c I of I 

5/ 17/2013 



mmsw922(Q)aol.com 
One more tidbit. 
May 18, 2013 6A0:36AM PDT 

cddo1g ((ucomcast. net 

Ivan and Carol 

I decided to hunt one more time for a better image of the Meagher County Bed and Breakfast - and you will not believe what found I know 
tha this web site 1s s1gntf1cantly out-of-date info Last summer when I drove friends by the place was really d1lap1dated This was when 1t 
was called "Foxwood Inn " But still - "remind you of your Grandma's house1" Cheers 
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