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History of Crow Fair:
A Family Tradition

“Over 1,500 teepees will be pitched along the Little
Bighorn River, where thousands of Crow Indians will
open their arms to everyone, to share their culture

and their way of life as Native Americans.”
- Big Sky Briefs, 2003



Crow Fair is an event that was started by
both U.S Indian Agent, Samuel G. Reynolds, and
Mr. A. Buchanan, friend of Agent Reynolds, in the
early 1900’s to showcase the Crow Indian’s crops
each year. Sources conflict about the date of the
first year that the Crow Industrial Fair was hosted.
While some sources suggest that the first industrial
fair was held in 1904, and was a complete failure,
others seem to indicate that 1905 was the first
attempt. With further research, it was found that
the first fair was indeed held in 1905. There have
been trials throughout history that has dampened
Crow Fair, such as the Great Depression, leaving
behind few crops to market; as well as the building
of Yellowtail Dam. Crow Fair is now held the third
weekend in August.

Today Crow Fair is held on a forty-acre tract,
which was originally reserved for agency purposes

Crops and garden produce were among the items displayed at the

early Crow Industrial Fairs.
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In 1920 The Hardin Herald featured a full page ad on the 14th
Annual Crow Indian Industrial Fair to be held October 6, 7, 8, and
9th.
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and is now set aside for the community. On this
acreage, a race track is laid out, and nearby is a
grandstand that holds refreshments stands and
booths, with the capacity being several thousand.
These modern facilities were built in 1967 as Pius
Real Bird reflected during an interview. The first
industrial fairs consisted of showcases of crops

that the Crow Indians would display in the exhibit
hall that resided on the premises. The “country fair”
scheme was originated as a means of interesting
the Indians in the work of home building and earning
their living from the soil, as well as to give them

the opportunity of coming together and enjoying
themselves. Some of their displays included canned
fruit, jellies, vegetables, wheat and other farm
products. To satisfy the male population, there were
competitions for the best kept farms, largest yield

of crops and best stock. The prizes for the winners
varied depending on the event, but all prizes were
money awards that started at one dollar.

Crow Agency, Montana was and is the beating
heart of the Crow Reservation. The Bureau of
Indian Affairs (BIA) was the fire behind the fair,
but they allowed the Crow Tribe to participate in
the planning of the fair. The Crow Indians would
elect the President, Secretary, and Treasurer, with
each district electing a district committee of three
members. The tides turned in the 1930’s when the
BIA handed over complete ownership of the fair to
the Crow Tribe. Since then, the Crow tribe has had
complete control of every aspect of the fair.
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“Tepee Capital of the World”
83rd Annual
CROW FAIR CELEBRATION
POWWOW, RODEO & RACE MEET
AUGUST 16 - 20, 2001 Various
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83rd Annual Crow Fair Poster

Crow Fair currently has attention from all
sources of media. In 1905, the first fair was not
meant to be advertised to the outside population,
with reference to Agent Reynolds, who stated
that he “did not want outsiders to come to the fair
because he wanted the fair to be only a source of
entertainment for the Indians”. This sentiment from
Agent Reynolds did not last very long, for Crow Fair
has grown to be the largest Indian gathering in the
United States and is internationally known as the
“Teepee Capital of the World”. The success of the
Crow Fair can be attributed to the traditional Crow
Tribal values of family, dancing, music, rodeos, and
cuisine.

“As flourish of colorful and foppish attire greeted the
eye amid the splendid glory of a thousand teepees,
while the mind’s eye was soaked in vibrant sounds
and ceremonial chants.”

-Big Horn County News 2000

1934 Season pass for Crow Indian Fair
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Camping

“People are in a hurriedly manner setting up their
kitchens, bringing their tables and tents, and setting
up their make shift homes for the week.”

- Cameron Three Irons

Camping is the concrete that supports Crow
fair. In 1909, forty acres of land were reserved for
special events that are involved with Crow fair. This
land is a large bend on the Little Bighorn River.
The land was split up to occupy the space needed
for the fair events. The Indians that were involved
with this in the beginning laid out the plans for the
land. A race track was built which was half a mile
long. There was also around one-hundred and thirty
feet set aside for agricultural land. Three hundred
feet is now occupied by a shed and a horse barn;
a grandstand that seats eight hundred people was
also built.

These camps are family oriented.
Traditionally, women will set up and take down

| Crow Fair Camps in the 1930’s
6

the teepees by themselves, where men and children
will help out as needed. Each family has a campsite
that they go back to every year to camp for the
week, which either belongs to the husband’s family
or the wife’s family. Historically, people would camp
with their clans. The Crow originally had thirteen
clans, now only eight remain.

Along with teepees, arbors are also set up
as a symbol of celebration. Arbors are made out of
cottonwood trees, railroad ties, or plastic car ports.
They are covered with tarps, canvas, or cottonwood
limbs. They are set up to where they are all
connected so each family can converse freely with
each other. They are also very open and are only
covered on the top in case of bad weather.
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Among the festivities, the “camp crier” remains
a well-known tradition. The “camp crier” must own
the right to be the “crier”; not everybody can do
this, you must purchase the right from someone
who owns it. In the earlier years of Crow Fair, the
“camp crier’ rode through camp on a horse at dawn
to wake everyone up. Today, the “camp crier” uses
a pick-up truck and a microphone to carry on this
tradition.

Crow Camp
8

The attractive camps draw visitors to Crow
Fair. Teepees continue to be the main attraction.
Eighteen to twenty one lodgepole pines, which are
cut from the surrounding mountain ranges, are used
as the structure for canvas covers. The spaces in
between each pole is reserved for chiefs, which is
a place of honor. Traditional teepees were made
out of eight to ten buffalo skins. Today, teepees
are made out of eighteen to twenty-two pieces of
canvas. There are also different thicknesses of
canvas depending on the weather. In the 1930’s
it was recorded that there were only a couple of
hundred teepees; in 2003 it was recorded that over
a thousand teepees were set up during Crow Fair.

]

Camp Criers 1938
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Crow Cmp. The cone shaped log building in the back was the
Ivan Hoops Memorial Complex, also known as the Round Hall.
The building was used as a multi-purpose building.

“Crow Fair is an emotional family reunion, getting
together with people you haven’t seen in a while.”
—Ruby Peterson

“Crow Fair is about families coming together, having
fun with friends and swimming in a river; it's fun.”

-Cecily Real Bird

i
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A Crow family g?hering at the fair

“It's amazing to see the hundreds of teepees come
up during the week when Crow Agency comes

to life with Apsaalooke pride. We look forward to
meeting our relatives from the past, and meeting
new relatives and making new friends.”

11
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Dancing and Clothing Men, women, teens, and children can all
compete in contest dancing.

The Crow Fair
started out as an industrial/
agricultural event, and then
after the shift in the 1930’s
more emphasis was put
on culture. This included
things like horse racing,
foot races, trick roping,
and Indian war dancing.
Now contest dancing is
one of the main draws of
the fair, along with drum | SRS vh
group contests. Every year | Vi & 1

thousands of dollars are FIeYRIDe Danene The Powwow begins with the Grand Entry in
given away in prize money. the late afternoon, followed by intertribal dances
where everyone can dance, even people in casual
: clothing. Contest dancing begins soon after and
¥ i Q runs late into the night. Dances include: Traditional,
i\ oy ™ w0 Fancy, Chicken, Crow Style, Southern Straight,

V. 7 - % Grass, Jingle, and Fancy Shawl. Specials are held
if a family would like to sponsor them, which means
they can pick whatever dance contest they would
like to see and give away the prize money. Some
specials include: Team Dancing, Push Dance,
Golden Age, and the Sneak Up Dance.

a8 T BT L

#

Crow Style Dancing 13
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Crow Fair Drummers and Dancers circa 1940’s

Photo courtesy of Montana Office of Tourism
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The style of clothing varies with the type of
dance according to age and gender. Following is a
list of dance clothing that can be worn:

Men, Teen Boys and Tiny Tot Boys

The regalia of the Traditional dancer includes
the following: bells worn around the ankles, a
headband, feather bustles, armbands, a beaded
belt, a staff, a beaded purse, scarves, cuffs, a mirror
case, a breast plate, breach cloth, a fan, and an
angora worn around the ankle.

Photo courtesy of Montana Office of Tourism

Male Fancy dancers wear silk outfits and
lightweight feathers and a purse, as well as bustles
of feathers, which evolved from the Sioux.

16
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The Grass dancers wear bustles of feathers,
which evolved from Sioux design. The Sioux
decorated their shoulders and waists with the
feathers. The Crow, in an effort to create their own
style, tied the feathers to their heads. Along with the
feathers, Grass dancers wear a colorful outfit with
fringe, a beaded headband and a beaded belt.

Women, Teen Girls and Tiny Tot Girls

Traditional or Crow Style female dancers
wear the following: elk tooth dresses, beaded belts,
moccasins, leggings, fans, shawls, purses, beaded
ties, scarves, plumes, earrings, rings, and bracelets.
These dresses can be made from a variety of

materials, including buckskin or silk.

Note: *Elk have only two ivory teeth. Historically the elk tooth
dresses were made of real elk teeth. Today synthetic elk
teeth can be used.

Photo courtesy of Montana Office of Tourism
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Jingle Dress dancers wear dresses decorated
with jingles made out of the lids of tobacco cans.
The rest of the Jingle Dress attire includes:
leggings, scarves, plumes, fans, beaded belts, and
a variety of jewelry, which includes earrings, rings
and bracelets.

Fancy Shawl! dancers are easily recognized
by the shawls worn around their shoulders, the rest
of their attire includes: leggings, moccasins, capes,
plumes, and beaded belts.

“They would do a dance competition and then it
became a powwow, and they can get prizes for
- William Redfield

different dances.”

Photo courtesy of Montana Office of Tourism

18

Rodeo and Parading

“Horsemanship is most important during this time.
It's a time to show off your skills as a rider and as a
- Cameron Three Irons

cowboy.”

The rodeo
and parade have
become an integral
part of the modern
celebration of the
Crow Fair. Today
there are thousands
of dollars in prize
money set aside
for the rodeo
competitors, while
each morning of
the fair is marked
by a well-attended
and colorful parade.
Pius Real Bird,

a former rodeo
manager, tells us
that the rodeo first became an All Indian Rodeo in
1962 allowing participants from other tribes. The
first rodeo hosted over 500 contestants. Today
people come from 26 states and 2 Canadian
Provinces to participate in the fair. The rodeo

lasts for 5 days straight with contests being saddle
bronc, calf roping, and team roping. Prize money is

awarded to the top contestants in each event.
19

Young girl wearing an elk tooth dress



Girls dressed in regalia are ready for the parade circa 1940’s

The following timeline is information collected
primarily from Big Horn County newspapers: The
Hardin Herald, The Hardin Tribune-Herald and
the Big Horn County News.

o

Horses and riders are adorned during the parades
20

Early rodeo grounds at Crow Fair

September 25, 1925- The Hardin Tribune-Herald
advertises a rodeo hosted by the Crow Tribe at the
Hardin Fair Grounds on October 1-3, 1925.

Fairgrounds at Crow Agency circa late 1930s
21




“R“ANS’lElR
Crow men post the flags during the parade at Crow Fair

September 7,
1934- The Hardin
Tribune-Herald
reports that the
1934 Annual
Crow Fair was

a success, with
various events
including horse
races, calf-roping
and steer-riding.

Small child, dressed in an elk tooth
dress. Note the fancy beadwork on the

horse.
22

1937- Crow Fair is declared a “Huge Success”. The
Hardin Tribune- Herald reports a “2- mile parade”
in which nearly 5,000 people participated.

1952- The newly formed American Legion of Crow
Agency, the Clark Stops Post, marches in the
parade, according to The Hardin Tribune-Herald.




1962- Pius Real Bird starts the first “All Indian
Rodeo” that allows other Indian tribes to participate
according to the 1962 Annual Crow Fair pamphlet
which appeared in the Hardin Tribune-Herald.

Photo courtesy of Montana Office of Tourism
Crow Fair Parade circa early 2000
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The colors are brilliant Urlng the Crow Fai parade. Note the
beautiful matching bead work on the horse and rider.

1969- Rodeo Princesses and Queen of the 1969
“Teepee Capital of the World” are announced in the
Hardin Tribune-Herald.

The Ediso Real Bird grandstands are packed during the rodeos
25
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The lvan Hoop Memorial Complex, also known as the Round
Hall. The log complex was torn down in 2009

1977-The 1977 theme of the daily parade is “This is
Crow Country” as stated in the Hardin Herald.

1981- Rodeo Manager, Truman Jefferson, heard
of an effort to boycott the 1981 rodeo staged by
some of the
1980 rodeo
contestants who
were unhappy
with prior years
result. Jefferson
was quoted

by the Hardin
Herald as saying
“l don’t think
there is anyway
to stop the Crow
Fair Rodeo.”

1983- Fair
officials

s predict that
$77,500
would

be given

to rodeo
champions.
Hardin
Herald.

1999- This
years

- celebration
'~ is advertised
as “The
81st Annual
* Crow Fair:
Celebration,
Rodeo,

and Race
Phot courtesy Mntana Office of Touris Meet” in the
Bull riding is a popular event at Crow Fair Big Horn
County
News.

2006- This year’s celebration was advertised in the

Big Horn County News as the “88th Annual Crow
Fair and Rodeo.”

27



“The fair has changed a great deal since those
days, and the agriculture and livestock are all gone.
Horse racing, powwows and rodeos are the main
attractions now.”

- Robert Yellowtail, Billings Gazette, 1978.

Afterward

This exciting project manifested itself from
collaboration between the Montana Historical
Society and the Big Horn County Historical Museum
through the Indian Education for All grant. Due to
the primel location of the Big Horn County Historical
Museum and the lack of written knowledge of Crow
Fair, researching the history of Crow Fair became
our target point. The grant has taken many routes
and in a year’s time high school students and
elementary students have participated in activities to
strengthen their knowledge of Crow Fair and Crow
culture. Hardin High School art students created
teepees to symbolize the different Indian Nations
represented at the Teepee Capitol of the World.
Pretty Eagle Catholic School students learned and
demonstrated hand games that are played at Crow
Fair. The students’ efforts culminated during Kids
History Day, May 12th, 2011 where activities were
provided for fourth graders to learn about Crow fair.
Six Hardin High School students researched and
created this booklet to explore the history of Crow
Fair.

28

The History of Crow Fair: A Family Tradition
began with a team of people from the Montana
Historical Society, Big Horn County Historical
Museum, Pretty Eagle Catholic School and Hardin
High School. After several ideas of how to collect
research and what to create with the researched
information, the decision was made to create this
booklet. The grant requires that students actually do
the research and write the book, so six high school
students were recruited from the Hardin History
Club. They quickly found out what little information
written down about Crow Fair’s history comes from
the Big Horn County Newspapers and from papers
written by the BIA director. Most of the history still
resides in oral traditions and photographs. These
high school students were able to develop skills in
the history field that normally would not be part of
their curriculum such as researching in the archives
of the Big Horn County Historical Museum and Little
Bighorn College, as well as obtaining, conducting
and deciphering oral histories. Through all the
struggles and determination of many people who
were involved, the History of Crow Fair: A Family
Tradition is readily available for public knowledge.

29
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Many thanks go to the determination and knowledge
of the following people:

Deb Mitchell- Program Coordinator, Montana Historical Society
Shane Doyle- Coach of Indian Education for All Grant

Diana Scheidt- pirector, Big Horn County Historical Museum
Bonnie Stark- Assistant Director, Big Horn County Historical Museum
Jennifer Hurtig- Intern, Big Horn County Historical Museum

Francis Takes Enemy- Crow Consultant/Elementary Teacher at
Pretty Eagle Catholic School

Janna Pennington- History Teacher/History Club Sponsor at
Hardin High School

Hector Alvarado- Art Teacher at Hardin High School

Members of Hardin High School History Club

Riley Singer- HHS junior. Researched the archives of
BHCHM and LBHC. Conducted oral histories of Pius
Real Bird and Cyle Old Elk. Demonstrated the Parade
regalia at Kids History Day. Responsible for the chapters
on parading and rodeo during Crow Fair.

Autumn Whiteman- HHS senior. Researched the
archives of BHCM and LBHC. Responsible for the
chapter on dancing during Crow Fair.

Michael Bush- HHS junior. Vice President of History Club.
Researched the archives of BHCM and LBHC.

Kasha Caprata- HHS senior. President of History Club.
Researched the archives of LBHC. Conducted the
oral histories of Ruby Peterson and Kana Wuttunee.
Responsible for the history chapter.

Sierra EsSpin0zo- HHS sophomore. Researched the
archives of LBHC. Responsible for the chapter on
clothing.

Ashley Bush- HHS senior. Responsible for the chapter on
camping during Crow Fair.
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Oral Histories were recorded from the following
people:

Pius Real Bird

Ruby Peterson

Cecily Real Bird

William Redfield

Cameron Three Irons

Cyle Old Elk

Kana Wuttunee

Sources:
Big Horn County Historical Museum Archives

Little Bighorn College Archives
Montana Office of Tourism photos
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CROW FAIR

Crow Fair, called the "Tipi Capital of the World," is an annual
event held the third weekend in August on the Crow Reservation
in Montana. It is one of the largest Native American events in
North America and is run by a committee of the Crow tribe. Crow
Fair combines a celebration of Crow culture, reunion of family
groups, powwow, rodeo, horse racing, and commercial vendors.
Native Americans of various tribes and many non-Indian people,
including visitors from around the world, gather to celebrate and
enjoy themselves. There may be 1,000 tipis, along with wall tents, -
pickup campers, trailers, and mobile homes. Each family has its hitp://plainshumanities.unl.

own camp area, and people visit and eat under arbor shades and Dancers at Crow Fair

awnings. View larger

These camps surround an open circular dance arbor with (ntip /iplainshumanities.unl.eduencyclopedia/ima

bleachers. Immediately around the dance arbor are commercial booths tha e food as well as sell Native

crafts, arts, supplies, and children's carnival toys. Social and popular dances are held for young people in the
M?Wm are held at the racetrack.arepa adjacent to the fairgrounds.

Crow Fair runs four days for the tribe and general public. A fifth day is devoted to Crow tribal members and

their immediate friends and includes dances, giveaways, feasting, and the Parade Dance around camp with a
salute to the mountains.

Each morning there is a parade, and spectators line the edges of the road, sitting on folding chairs, in cars, or in
the beds of pickup trucks, many holding umbrellas for shade. The procession is led by a color guard of Native
American veterans. The main parade includes people on horseback, on foot, and riding on cars and floats. Most
are dressed in powwow finery, wearing traditional Plains regalia, including fancy beaded vests, eagle-feather
bonnets, shawls, and elk tooth d;gsses, mixed with cowboy dress. Many horses are outfitted with traditional
Crow saddles, beaded or Bainted saddlebags, Pendleton blggl_(ets, beaded rifle b;algsi and cradleboards. Vehicles
and floats also are covered with traditional finery; along the sides, draped banners declare titles of tribal or
family affiliation. The floats have displays such as a small tipi and arbor with elders and children or a drum
group with dancers. The paraders smile, wave to the people lining the roadside, and throw candy to the
children. The current Crow Fair princess leads "visiting royalty" who have won princess titles at other
reservations and powwows. Awards are given for the best dress outfits, decorated horses, and floats.

Drum groups, dancers, and spectators assemble at the central dance arbor for the afternoon and evening
powwow. The grand entry is led by an Indian veteran color guard, followed by distinguished individuals,
honored guests and elders, and then male traditional dancers, male fancy dancers, women traditional dancers,
girl's shawl or fancy dancers, jiﬁle dress, grass dancers, and tiny tots. The powwow includes announcements,
jokes, dance competitions in various categories and age groups, and intertribal and social dances. Honor songs
and dances, giveaways, and adoption and naming ceremonies occur. After the powwow, there are sometimes
forty-nine dances and tipi doorway singing. The all-Indian rodeo and horse races are held at the nearby

rac ena. The rodeo includes saddle bronc and bareback riding, bull riding, bulldogging, calf roping, team
roping, and barrel racing. Quarter horse and Thoroughbred racing are featured. There is much betting on the
outcomes of the races.

Crow Fair started in 1904, when the Bureau of Indian Affairs agent and Crow leaders agreed that a country fair
format would help induce the Crows to become self-supporting farmers while at the same time allow the people
to showcase aspects of Crow culture. Crow women exhibited traditional Native foods, clothing, and handicrafts.
People brought ponies, calves, pigs, turkeys, and chickens for exhibit as well as potatoes, pumpkins, squash,
grain, jellies, pies, bread, butter, and cakes. Schoolchildren exhibited basketry, embroidery, and various crafts
and played band music. A committee of chiefs and elders scheduled entertainment events and arranged a
parade, foot and horse racing, relay races, rodeo (including bucking broncos), and dancing to the beat of singers
around drums. Storytelling of war deeds by veterans, victory dances, sham battles and reenactments, and the
distribution of gifts to tribal members and visitors became popular. Prizes were given for the best-pitched and
decorated tipis, tipi-pitching races, farm exhibits, horse work teams and wagons, buggies, and races.

Federal Indian policy at that time generally forbade traditional singing, dancing, and ceremonies, but the
combination of agricultural assimilation and traditional culture coincided with public interest in tourism.
Visitors included non-Indians as well as members of many other tribes. The fair became a successful national



model for Indian events. After World War 11 the agricultural aspects of Crow Fair were dropped, and the
combined Crow and modern pan-Indian event has grown to become one of the most popular cultural
celebrations in the world.

See also NATIVE AMERICANS: Crows (egp.na.024); Powwows (egp.na.091).
C. Adrian Heidenreich Montana State University, Billings

Baasaxpilua: Northern Plains Celebration. Video. Denver Museum of Natural History, 1982.
Loeb, Barbara. "Crow Fair." Native Peoples 3 (1990): 16—24.

Wisherd, Edwin L. "The Friendly Crows in Festive Panoply." National Geographic 52 (1927): 315-22.
Previous: Crosby, Bob (egp.sr.011) | Contents (egp.sr.000) | Next: Cunningham, Glenn (egp.sr.013)
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From: mmsw922@aol.com
Subject: Fancy dancing Email #1
Date: November 4, 2013 8:30:42 AM PST
To: cddoig@comcast.net

Good morning Carol and lvan,
I've been a laggard in my fancy dancing homework project. And it's all interesting when | attend to it.
1. Some first basic (and fascinating) information: .

Some sources attribute this dancing to the Wild West Shows ("fancying it up") —-and early reservation attempts to entertain visitors. Other sources
pin fancy dancing and the FORMAT we know about powwows more to Oklahoma tribes in the late 1920s. In this historical frame, these dances
are identified as a direct response to governmental banning of religious dances. So after traditional dances had gone underground, fancy dancing
brings dancing back out into the open.

Fancy dances are loosely based on war dances.

While the term "powwow" is one more likely permutation of a native term, the kind of event we know seems to have take root really after World
War Il and the greater (and deliberate) urbanization of Plains Indians by the Bureau of Indian Affairs (which set me to thinking about Seattle's
Indian population).

Most critically, fancy dancing and powwows are clearly Pan Indian--even though there's some evolution into northern and southern
styles of costume and dance and song.

2. The first Native American Indian Days Celebration in Browning occurs in 1950!

3. From the Waicipi Pow Wow Page--a Minnesota pow wow featured on "Indian Country Today," that pretty well respected print and
electronic newspaper.

MEN'S FANCY DANCE

One of the more modern dances in the PowWow, Men's Fancy dance is the most strenuous and athletic. To be good at this dance, the dancer
must train for stamina and agility. The dance is fast and features jumps and twirling. The regalia is said to represent the rainbow spirits in its bright
colors and flying feathers and ribbons. The Men's Fancy dancer typically wears two bustles of bright colored feathers with added ribbon, feather
or horse hair hackles and bright arm and head bands repeating the colors and patterns. The dancer also wears a headdress roach trimmed in
colored horsehair and featuring two eagle feathers. The roach is designed to keep the feathers either spinning or rocking in movement. It is part of
the dance to keep the feathers moving constantly throughout the song. Dancers also carry coup sticks which are highly decorated with ribbons or
feathers. The coup stick was originally a small stick carried into battle by a warrior. It was considered a great sign of bravery if you were able to
touch your enemy with your coup stick (much more brave than killing your enemy).

5. And all those terms are wonderful. And here in diagram form--—-to make the description mean more.

\\ {h /— roach

, - turban
bustle /_:.i-; . fli

: "\ W ‘,’-l“ rosette
/{ i ‘\ \\./ !‘ j

P harness

cuff



6. And here - from a great site, another verbal explanation with more great terminology:

Fancy Dancers have many objects in their outfits that are unique to them. Starting at the top, all Fancy Dancers have a_roach, usually a little
shorter than normal and with brighter deer hair. The main difference in the head gear of a Fancy Dancer is the_rocker spreader, with two eagle
feathers that are often decorated with plumes and reflective tape. Some dancers wear scalp feathers, but it is not as common. Most also wear
beaded headbands, sometimes with a rosette on the front. Fancy Dancers usually don't wear a ribbon shirt, but are covered in beaded and
fringed aprons over the shoulders and waist. Some also wear loom beaded harnesses that are draped over the neck and hang past the waist.
Most also wear small arm bustles that are made from a disc with feathers glued around it. The signifing mark of a Fancy Dancer is his bright, twin
bustles. Southern bustles are made from stripped feathers that are decorated with dyed hackle feathers and plumes. One bustle is tied around the
neck, and the other is tied to the waist. A newer twist to this is making the bustles from eagle wings, which gives more of a "flying" look. This is
more common in the North. ey

In addition to their aprons, Fancy Dancers wear matching sidetabs to cover their thighs while dancing. All dancers wear large sleigh or the smaller
Hawk bells just below the knee. A large Angora goat hide is wrapped aroung the calves to produce the white fuzzy stuff around their legs.
Moccasins are usually worn, although some will use neon Aqua Socks instead.

7. Now powwows include both traditional and fancy dancing. Here's a youtube video of finals in fancy dancing: http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ini9rvGWtaw

8. Women's participation in powwows and how they fancy dance and what they wear is another topic all together.
So, that will be the next email.

Marcella
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WILD RIDE

Wolf Point's Wild Horse Stampede keeps rodeo traditions alive

by Richard Peterson | photos by Lynn Donaldson
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olt Point’s Wild

Horse Stampede is

approaching its 91st

birthday but Montana’s

oldest professional

rodeo shows no signs of
aging or wrinkles.

Thousands of rodeo fans
converge on this Hi-Line town of
nearly 3,000 residents each year for
three days during the second week
in July.

It’s a time of class and family
reunions, parades, a carnival,
“Catholic burgers,” street dances
and, of course, the main event: The
oldest Professional Rodeo Cowboys
Association event in the state that
is known as the “granddaddy of
Montana rodeos.”

“For a lot of people who
come here every summer for the
Stampede, it feels like home,”
said Clint Long, who's been the
chairman of the event since 1984
and has attended the rodeo since
childhood. “Everyone remembers
coming to the Stampede when
they were kids. It’s an amazing
phenomenon. People want to
connect with their roots again. So
much is going on in a world that’s
moving too fast. Roots are shallow
anymore.”

The Stampede’s roots go back

nea l|\ a centu ry.

A brave bull rider gets in on the action at the 2013
Wild Horse Stampede Friday night bull riding
competition.
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The Wolf Point area was
frequented by Assiniboine, Cree and
Blackfeet tribes for centuries. The first
recorded visit by non-Indians was in
early May 1805 when Lewis and Clark
were traveling up the Missouri River
and made a stop a few miles from the
current town site.

One theory from historians is that
the town’s name may have come
from the Lewis and Clark journals,
which described wolves as “very
abundant” in the area.

The town was finally incorporated

24
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in 1913. To generate some
entertainment, local cowboys and
Indians would stage impromptu
rodeos on the dirt streets on summer
afternoons.

Wolf Point’s Commercial Club
decided to make the rodeo an
organized event in 1921 and held it in
conjunction with the Palmer Brothers
Circus that year. With the exception
of three years during WWII, the
Stampede has been the crown jewel
of summer events in northeastern
Montana for the past 90 years.

For three nights each July, rodeo
fans get to see events ranging from
barrel racing to bull riding.

“At a lot of other rodeos you see
a lot of tourists or people who have
never seen a rodeo. At the Stampede,
our fans are the most knowledgeable
fans around,” Long said.

When some of those fans go rushing
toward the arena midway through
the rodeo, that signals the rodeo’s
main attraction: the wild horse race.

Numerous rodeos in the country




have a version of the wild horse race,
but the Stampede’s featured event is
known as one of the more unique
and dangerous.

“It’s the greatest and wildest wild
horse race in the country,” PRCA

rodeo announcer Randy Schmutz said.

Eight four-man teams sponsored
by local businesses compete in the
dust-filled event, which is held
nightly at the Stampede.

When the gates into the arena
open simultaneously, cowboys on
foot attempt to saddle wild and

unbroken horses that bolt from the
chutes. If a cowboy gets onto a horse,
it must be ridden across a score line
within a 2-minute period. Fans take
part by wagering in a Calcutta with
possible substantial payouts.

The event officially began at
the Stampede in 1972, but its roots
go back to the 1940s when Indian
cowboys participated in the event
during rodeos sponsored by the
now-defunct Great Plains Rodeo
Association, said Joseph “Shep”
Ferguson, of Poplar, who often

Left: Team ropers take on a calf during the
Stampede’s Saturday night competition.

Above: Brave cowboys Easton Copenhaver,
T.J. Kerr and Morris Tattoo attempt to wrangle
a horse during the Wild Horse Race on Friday
night of the 2013 Wild Horse Stampede rodeo.

< Joseph “Shep” Ferguson was a regular
fixture behind the chutes at the Wild Horse
Stampede. He recalled the early days of the
Stampede’s wild horse races when riders bit
the ears of horses to make them stand still.
Although that isn’t a part of the races any lon-
ger, the races in Wolf Point remain some of the
most authentic wild horse races of any rodeo
around. Ferguson passed away in September
at the age of 88.

participated in the event when he was
younger.

Ferguson died in September at the
age of 88.

The Stampede’s version of the
wild horse race is an original. Other
rodeos have mimicked the idea but
numerous restrictions to protect the
cowboys have made those events less
dramatic, he said.

“It takes a good, athletic man to
do this because you put your body
at risk,” said Ferguson, who attended
nearly every Stampede during his
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lifetime with the exception of
his four year stint serving in
the U.S. Army in the 1940s.
“Once you get the hang of it
you want to try it over and over
again.”

The event has become more
difficult for participants over
the years, especially since the
addition of the two-minute time
limit, he said.

“Back in the 1940s, they
used to bite the ear to make the
horse stand still. They don’t do
that anymore, either,” Ferguson
said.

<
-

Any discussion about the
Stampede can’t go on without
mentioning the late Marvin
Brookman, the legendary stock
contractor whose reputation

for high-quality rodeo livestock
helped put Wolf Point’s rodeo
on the map.

Brookman, who died in 2006
at the age of 92, was a driving
force behind the Stampede and
Montana’s rodeo circuit, Long
said.

Now known as the
Brookman-Hyland Company,
family members continue to
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Above: A parade takes place every day of Wild Horse Stampede and is the wettest parade in
Montana, as spectators and riders on floats often fire water guns at one another.

Left: Ted Rensvold drives his wife’s Pontiac Bonneville convertible during the 2013 parade themed
“90 Years of Dreams and Memories." The parade down Main Street happens at 1 p.m. on Friday
and Saturday of Wild Horse Stampede. Rensvold, of Vida, was celebrating his 50th class reunion.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: Want to experience the Wild Horse Stampede for yourself? Head to Wolf Point July 10-13.
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“Some of our volunteers have
worked the Stampede their
whole lives. | remember a quy
who came with his oxygen tank,
determined to help. Everyone
has a piece of this.”

run the company and have supplied livestock for
the Stampede since 1941, and currently supply
livestock to a third of the PRCA rodeos in Montana.

It was Brookman who brought that hometown
atmosphere to the Stampede and it continues to
this day, Long said.

“A lot of other rodeos offer a lot of flash but
he kept the Stampede from becoming a carnival
of sorts,” Long said. “In all my years with the
Stampede, we never had a written contract with
him. He believed your handshake was your word.
You don't see that anymore.”

The Stampede organizing committee — named
17 times as the Rodeo Committee of the Year by
the Montana Circuit - is also gearing up for 2015,
when Wolf Point will hold its 100th anniversary.
They hope to make that year’s Stampede memorable
along with the rodeo’s 100th anniversary in 2023.

The Stampede could not take place without
the 100-plus volunteers that take three days out
of their year to donate time and resources to the
annual event, Long said.

Some former residents also return each year to
help out during their vacation time, he added.

“Some of our volunteers have worked the
Stampede their whole lives. I remember a guy who
came with his oxygen tank, determined to help,”
Long said. “Everyone has a piece of this.” M
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‘Catholic burger’
worth the wait

Along with the parade, rodeo and all the other traditions that come
with the Wild Horse Stampede, it’s also a tradition for Stampede-goers
to munch on a “Catholic burger,” an iconic food people are willing
to wait for. Some wait for as long as 45 minutes in 90-degree plus
temperatures to get a taste.

An annual fundraiser for the Immaculate Conception Catholic
Parish in Wolf Point, the burger stand - open 24 hours during the
Stampede - will go through a ton of hamburger and hundreds of
pounds of onions in four days, parish member co-organizer Kerry
Hanks said.

“That smell of fried onions and burger drifts down the block, and
sometimes the line of people will, too,” she said. “That’s a big part of
our success.”

Not quite as old as the Stampede, the Catholic burger stand has
been in operation for 66 years. It started as a small concession stand
on one of Wolf Point’s side streets, but its popularity forced it to set up
on an empty lot on Main Street during Stampede.

Richard Peterson is a freelance journalist who writes from his
hometown of Poplar.

Above right: The Catholic Burger Stand is manned entirely by vol