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Mary Ground rites

combine Blackfeet,
Catholic mﬂuences ¢

. By ERIK ZISSU
sribune Staff Writer
BROWNING — The wooden casket

vered with a

Hudson Bay blanket rested below the§ltar during a

ceremony that twinned Mary Catholic

upbringing and knowledge of al Blackfeet .

Indian culture. ‘%\' i
At the stone Little Flower Cat Church off

Browning’s main street, four tribal élders dressed in,

buckskin and he'xddresseSJomed e clergy dr Lssed
Zin white in rethembéting the 107-yé&told bxoum.L

‘who died last Wednesday. :

In his eulogy, Earl Old Person, a former chief of
the Blackfeet, said that Ground had always
cherished her family.

She made it a point to give every grandchild an
Indian name, he said.

“As long was we knew she was living, that gave us
strength,” Old Person said. “Those things that she
believed in will continue on” in her family.

He finished his eulogy with Ground’s victory song,
and then was joined in by the gther elders as he sang
a song of honor for her.

Lined up with drums in hand, the buckskin-clad
elders stood on one side of the narrow raised stage,
separated from the Catholic priest near the altar by a
life-size Jesus on the cross.

In the audience, squirming in the arms of their
parents and wriggling off the hard-backed church
pews, the youngest descendants of Ground were
oblivious to the blanket-cloaked casket.

For the better part of the afternoon funeral service,
a man seated near the rear of the church had
alternately pleaded with and chided his young
daughter and son to sit still and be quiet.

Now he turned to his seatmate and gently touched
his daughter’s straight black hair.

“This is the sixth generation of Mary Ground,” he
said, holding up the chin of the girl and looking into
the wide brown eyes.

The children, he added, promlse to increase the
already large legacy ofGround

Ground’s family, which numbers 410 living
descendents over six generations, fed the Browning -
community Sunday during a day of celebrations in
her honor. The ceremonies culminated Monday with
the formal funeral and burial.

Before the funeral, some 250 to 300 fnends and
relatives gathered at the Eagle Shield Senior "
Citizens Center. There they filed past an open casket
and mourned in groups or alone.

Inside the casket was a photograph of Ground
who was born in Alberta to family of Blackfeet

Indians in the fall of what is believed to b '
R B S MO . Blackfeet tribal elders honor the late Mary Ground wuh a traditional song during the
See GROUND, 10A funeral for the 107-year-old Blackfeet matriarch Monday in Browning.
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Matrlarch remembered

1882. She was given the Indxan
name of Grass Woman. = 41
Sitting on a couch opposite from
the casket was one of Mary
Ground’s 11 daughters, Gertrude
Heavy Runner. “There will never be
another Mary Ground,” she said.
“Nobody could ever take her place.”

Many people visited the Blackfeet

" Reservation and Browning, its larg-

est town, to talk with her mother,
Heavy Runner, 66, said, There were

. journalists, historians and anthro-

pologists who sought information
on the Blackfeet’s heritage from the

woman who ‘acquaintances say:

possessed a versatile mind and a
love of lore.

But no one could capture her
wealth of experience and knowl-
edge, Heavy Runner said. And now,
she added, “it’s a great big book
that’s come ta close.”

One of Mary Ground’s two sons,
Eugene, said he was glad that his
mother would not have to suffer any
longer. The frailties of old age were
painful, he said.

As he stood with his back to her
casket, first crying and then laugh-
ing at his recollections of her,
Eugene Ground, 63, said that his
mother had spoken to him once

about her fear for her family. ,“*

She worried that after she was
gone the family would be scattered,
he said. She had always told her
descendants that they must stay to-
gether in order to endure. ;

When asked if this fear was war-
ranted, Eugene Ground looked at
those around him and told of how at
least 50 grandchildren went to the
hospital the day that Mary Ground
died. The famlly will stay together,
he said.

Following the funeral service, a
lengthy line of cars and pickups
trucks headed to the Browning
Catholic Cemetery, where Mary
Ground’s husband, John Ground,

- Was-buried in 1953.

On the fringes of the town, a

* group of about 100 people huddled
in the biting north wind. Dogs”

howled in the near distance. Along
the road near the cemetery, the line
of vehicles sat idling, their exhausts
sending out smoky tails.

As the last drops of freezing Holy
Water were sprinkled on the casket,
the crowd quickly dwindled.

Several family members watched
as Mary Ground was lowered next
to her husband and they added
blankets and traditional bundles to
the disappearing casket.

Trlbune Photo bv Stuart S. W {
A combined Blackfeet and Catholic procession leads t

, casket of Mary Ground at funeral services in Browning ori
Monday.
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’Grass Woman dles

Mary Ground 'spirit
C escendanz‘s

on in he

On Wedncsday evening, Fcbmary

7, a chapter in the history books of

the Blackfeet Nation came to a
close with the passmg of Mary
Ground. - 0

The tribe's  oldest: matriarch.

passed away at about 8 p.m. at the.”

..Blackfeet Community Hospital,

&2

after living a life lhat saw her reach
the age of 107..

Mary . was buned this past
Monday in traditional and Catholic
ceremonies that took the better part

.: of the afternoon at the Little Flower -
;. Church, and then proceeded to the .

Browning .Catholic Cemetery,

where she was laid to rest next to
" her husband John in a wooden
- casket that had been draped with a

Hudson Bay blanket. John Ground

“ died in 1953. '

Before the funeral, some 300

'people, friends and relatives, paid
* their respects as they filed past the

open casket at the Eagle Shield
. Senior Citizens Center.

On Sunday, the huge Ground

<. family, which numbers well over
~ 400, -

‘held a celebration in her
- honor and had a feed for the
 community.

Mary, whose Lraditional name
was "Grass Woman' and who was

..-also Jmawa m\ cveryor)e as
" ™Grandma" was eulogized. at the

funeral by Earl Old Person:<Old
Person brought out the fact that
Mary cherished her family, and that

. family strength was evident

Monday, as a matter of fact, Mary's
family it seems was perhaps bigger
than even she realized. In looking at
the fecling and reaction in this
community, Grandma Ground, was
a ‘parental, traditional and

tnoniratinnal ' inflitancrae A Mmany af

at 107 .

S.}:‘

l’i..

I

very weil acquamted with, some of
the first Jesuits in ‘thig: area
including Father Dammiani and

Father Prando. She attended school'

_ at the Mission for about 6, years,

~ Bank Creek until or about 1950,
“when they moved into town.

and actually was an interpreter for -

the school staff as they worked with

- the Blackfeet. b

Mary was married to“John-

Ground in 1899 at the Mission, and

~“her youth at the time was evident.

" She has often told how she packed

her rag dolls when she leff with

_John, and, when they went to'town,
her wedding present was "all of the
- candy she wanted from the store."

early part of their marriage living
on what was called Whiskey Row,

as John worked on an irrigation |

project. It was then on to their
original allotment on Cut Bank
Creek up above Starr School where
‘they would live and ranch together
for the next fifty years.

The.two were always active in

community affairs and functions,
and were known for their
hospitality and openness. Many
young people lived and stayed with
_them from time to time, and it was
common to see visitors from
around the reservation, from other
reservations . and
wefoomed in the{r hotne. 7

...g)’t \¥K H N :
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John and Mary spent some of the

To know Grandma's
life is to Know her children
and grandchildren. She is
them and we are her. She

_has not left any of us -

.« the nursing home, Mary was quite

j om Canada e

- hemorrhage in January of 1953, =

: live in her Browning home that is [

“Home in 1983 at the age of 101~

-at her own home, chopping her

" voters, she carried the forms with

1

Mary and John would live on Cut

During Christmas time in 1952,
John became ill and then.died"
shortly thereafter of a ‘cerebral

During 1953 Mary would start o

located just west of the old Masonic,
Temple. Shc lived there unul_;;‘ :

entermg the Blackfeet Nursmg 45
Dunng the period before entermg o
independent. She would Speqd days

own wood, and doing chores-around
her place. In the evenings she
would then go and stay with her
children and evcmually hcr
grandchildren. -

Throughout her hfe Mary was
active in politics, and as she has
told family members, was very
excited when they found out that
they ‘would be able to vote. She °
was "very concerned that they ..
would do it right, so the first time
John and I voted, we filled in every
square with an X so we didn’ t miss
anything or anyone.” By the time
the next election rolled around, they ]
had figured Qut their-mistake and anyc 3
active love for politics was born..¢. .

Mary was always registering

her most of the time. When it came
to her own politics she was a
staunch Republican, and at the
same time had a great love for
Democratic presidents. She always
talked about Franklin D. Roosevelt
and John F. Kennedy. Mary alsc
admired Richard Nixon, "After all
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funeral by Earl Old Person=Old

. Person brought out the fact that

Mary cherished her family, and that
_family strength was  evident
Monday, as a matter of fact, Mary's
family it seems was perhaps bigger
than even she realized. In looking at
the fecling and reaction in this

community, Grandma Ground, was

”

a’ ‘parental, traditional and

,mspxrauonal influence on many of
7 lhlS commumtys "children.”

Her story is one that cannot be

told in its entircty in a newspaper.

But with the help of some family

members, maybe we can feel the 4’

essence of a life that louched and
mﬂuenccd SO many. :

Mary in 1940
Mary was born near the Belly

vaer in what is now Alberta;"

" Canada. Her birth year, 1882, was
“+ approximated from church records at

-

.; was some years older than 107. % °

-. she can recall coming across from .
‘. Canada travelling on a travois, and;

i the Holy Family Mission, and it is

thought that in all probability, she

One of Mary's earliest memories

secms to be when she was about 5

years old. She has told folks that

" after coming to this area began

hvmg with the Sherman famﬂy It

~was said to have been a busy time
. of travel with the Shermans as they
spent_a good deal of time movin

from the Browning area to ‘the:!’
Little Belt Mountains, they seemed ;,ﬂ

to be on the move quite a Iot. *

When Mary was about 10 years’ :

old, she began to go to school at
the Holy Family. Mission. She was
very good at reading, writing and
speaking English, and she became

3

> and she died in 1954.]

4?; \Y§_~ N
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To know Grandma's
life is to Know her children
and grandchildren. She is
them and we are her. She

has not left any of us -

only shared herselves in a .
thousand separate ways." \

L. When you looK into the.
faces of all of us here

today - her children, her .
Y ’ .- John would do that they enjoyed

grandchildren - there you

. will find Mary Ground.., .

3

It was at their home on Cut Bank
Creek that the 14 Ground children

“ were born. The oldest was Isabelle -

.who died at the age of 18. Amy
married Jim White Grass, and

§ always lived near her parents at
4. Starr School, she died .in 1976.
Cecile married Carl Schildt and is -

Mary's oldest living child at the age
of 90. Susie was married to Jim

- Owens and she passed -away in

1969. Rosalia married Jim Walters
our other-
daughters died as small children, and
one other daughter, Abby, died
when she was 16. The four babies
were named Onita,  Katherine, -
Elizabeth and Margaret. > =~

Grandma Ground had a son, he was
named John after his dad. John
married Evelyn Kittson and they
have carried the:name of John
Ground to the fourth generation.
Gertrude married Eugene Heavy
Runner and had the largest family.

Eugene, the second son, married .

Imelda Tucker. Grace was the baby
of the family and married Clarence
No Runner. Grace died in 1984.
From this -immediate family,
Mary would live to see the 475
lives that would become the
grandchildren, ‘great grandchildren
and great great grandchildren of the

- Ground family that cover over six

generations. From the eulogy "To

.. know Grandma's life is to know her

children and grandchlldren. She is
‘them and we are her.'She has not
left any of:us - only  shared

ways. When you look into the faces

" of all of us here today - her
" children, her grandchildren - there

you will find Mary Ground.".
: K

After ten daughters, Grandpa and -

herselves in'a thousand separate

HAU LIZWTU G

Mary was always registering

‘ voters, she carried the forms with

her most of the time. When it came
to her own politics she was a

. staunch Republican, and at the

same time had a great love for
Democratic presidents. She always
talked about Franklin D. Roosevelt
and John F. Kennedy. Mary alsu
admired Richard Nixon, "After all
this mess he is in is over, he will
be remembered as a great man. He
is the first president to get us into
China, and that was a major step
for our country.” History will
probably prove her correct. -

One of the things that Mary and

was to move up to East Glacier in
the summers where they would
work for the Great Northern
Railroad greeting tourists and
performing traditional dance.
During those times, they were to
meet many dignitaries and
-celebrities. People like Presiden:
Taft and movie star Gary Coopes
not to mention becoming friend:

" with Louie B. Hill, the head of the
~ Great Northern Railroad. .

"It seems like over the years
whoever she came in contact with
became her personal friend.
Grandma had that ability to make

people comfortable and at ease,”
said Mary Ellen LaFromboise.
Those friendships ranged from the
reservation to Cut Bank to around
the United States.. . -

Some of the many long time
friendships she shared with folks in
Cut Bank included. people like
Walter Freed, John Moore, Julius
Pfifer who leased her land and
Wilbur Warner. ;

Friendships were made all over
the country as Mary used to travel
and love doing se. Port Orchard.
Washington was one of her favorite
places to travel to as she would stay
with her daughter Susie Owens.
She made the trip every year from
the 1950's to 1969.

The PowWow circuit was no
stranger to Mary as she would be
seen all over the Western United
States and Canada at such events
until way into her 90's. Mary
would never stay in a motel, but
‘instead would always set up camp.
She was always prepared, and loved
itaswell.

Much has been written about
Mary Ground, and her long life.
Spanning - six' generations it
attracted journalists, historians and
anthropologists who wanted to
record her stories and philosophy
for posterity. But,

b HICR T $#1 RiRSe N O 13 "—L

* active love for politics was born. . .

instead of

A e e

Mary Ground Grass Woman' 1_82' - 1990

recordmg it in sore way, she chose

| to pass it on first hand through her
famﬂy FpL e

§' This brief and sxmple look at a

ery Special woman is not intended
0 be a complete historical

background, rather an attempt to
enlighten. To share some of the
-~ facts of her long and meaningful
life. Some of the facts, such as
Mary being an experienced midwife, .
and a keeper of the Medicine Pipe

Bundle, that brought her and John
to the forefront of cultural and
traditional ceremonies, are not dealt
with in depth. There are many other
facets of this incredible lady that
could also- be brought to
acknowledgement. Perhaps that is a
work that is not of ths day but of
anolher :

For now we wil console her
family, keep Mary in our hearts and
thoughts, and wish her well on her
journey in that next existence as
she walks with her Creator and her
God. "A woman who had the
greatest gift of. true spirituality,
who was at home with her Indian
prayers and with her rosary beads."

Mary Ground 1882-1990.

% 7“'.

 Mary in the 1960’
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Environmental History:
The Development
| of a New Historical Field

Richard White

The author is a member of the history department in the Univer-
sity of Utah.

OVER THE LAST hundred years some of the classic works in
\merican history have dealt with the relationship between the
natural environment and American society, but environmental
history as a distinct field is a far more recent development. Early
works on the environment clustered in western history. Frederick
[ickson Turner in “The Significance of the Frontier in American
History” and Walter Prescott Webb in The Great Plains made the
physical environment central to their analyses. Later, James
Malin rejected the often crude environmental determinism of
Webb and Turner, and attempted instead to engage in an ecologi-
cal analysis which stressed the complexity and interdependency
. of the relationship between human social institutions and na-
. ture. Malin is a likely founder of modern environmental history,
but he himself disclaimed the description of his work as ecologi-
cal history. After Malin, direct examination of the historical rela-
nonship between society and the natural environment lan-
guished. Western history itself declined in influence during the
1960s, and although younger scholars within the field continued
“ do significant work on environmental topics, western histo-

297
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rians no longer dominated, let alone monopolized, historic
thought on the environment.!

The genesis of environmental history in the late 1960s aro«
out of political and intellectual history. The field took its shap
largely from two works: Samuel Hays's Conservation and the Gospe
of Efficiency (1959) and Roderick Nash’s Wilderness and the Amen
can Mind (1967). Both books grew rather logically from main-
stream works in political and intellectual history, fields whichm»
the 1950s and 1960s possessed an influence and vitality westerr
history lacked. Conservation and the Gospel of Efficiency represents!
a reinterpretation of the Progressive movement then central t
the works of Hays and other political historians. Hays was no
interested in conservation for its own sake but rather as a revea!
ing example of the “larger political structure of the Progressiv
era.” Hays, however, by presenting conservation as the quintes
sential Progressive movement brought scholarly interpretation:
of conservationists into an entirely new focus. Conservationis:
were trained experts concerned with the efficient, scientific de

'This essay will largely consider works published after 1972. For earlier works on c»
servation, see Lawrence Rakestraw, “Conservation History: An Assessment,” Pacific 1
torical Review, XLI (1972), 271-288. I make no claims to comprehensive coverage of
the books which might fall within the definition of environmental history. In particuls
numerous studies of government agencies, private corporations, and conservation org»
nizations are not included here. For an excellent bibliography of conservation history, e
Ronald J. Fahl, North American Forest and Conservation History: A Bibliography (Santa R
bara, Calif.: ABC-Clio Press, 1976). Also very useful is the excellent recent encyclope:
issued by the Forest History Society: Richard C. Davis, ed., Encyclopedia of American F-

and Conservation History (2 vols., New York: Macmillan Publishing Co., 1983). I have ak+ §

for lack of space, neglected much of the journal literature. Three journals in partici’s
regularly publish articles in environmental history: Journal of Forest History, Environme=:
Review, and the Pacific Historical Review. Finally, the recent works of the most eclectic 2
imaginative of environmental scholars, Paul Shepard, simply proved unclassifiable.

For a fuller discussion of Webb and Turner, see Frederick C. Luebke’s introducte:
essay in Brian W. Blouet and Frederick C. Luebke, eds., The Great Plains: Environmen! =
Culture (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1979), ix-xxviii. For Malin, see Rober ?
Swierenga's introduction to James C. Malin, History and Ecology: Studies of the Grasses
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1984), xiii -xxix. The particular works I have «
mind here are Frederick Jackson Turner’s essays on the frontier, including his fames
hypothesis “The Significance of the Frontier in American History,” in Annual Report s/ %
American Historical Association for 1893 (Washington, D.C., 1894), 197-227, and Turne
later essays reprinted in The Frontier in American History (1920; New York: Holt, Rinchs
and Winston, 1962); Walter Prescott Webb, The Great Plains (Boston: Ginn, 1931); e
James C. Malin, The Grassland of North America: Prolegomena to Its History (1947; Gloucesw
Mass.: Peter Smith, 1967). An exception to the languishing interest after Malin was Robe
L. Kelley, Gold vs. Grain: The Hydraulic Mining Controversy in California’s Sacramento |+
(Glendale, Calif.: A. H. Clark Co., 1959).
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velopment of the country. Nature to them was a collection of re-
sources to be rationally exploited.?

Similarly Wilderness and the American Mind did not represent a
radical departure from existing work in intellectual history. In
many ways it continued in a line of studies ranging from Henry
Nash Smith’s Virgin Land through Leo Marx’s The Machine in the
Grarden which sought to use American conceptions of nature to
mterpret American culture or character. What set the Fook apart
was Nash’s concern with wilderness rather than with the rural,
pastoral landscape and the attention he paid to those who saw
positive value in wilderness and sought to preserve it. Wilderness
for Nash, like conservation for Hays, was, however, the means to a
farger end. Nash's goal was to reveal that elusive entity, the Amer-
ican mind.? /

What made these two books more than simply major works in
existing fields was the contemporaneous rise of the environmen-
tallmovement. Environmental problems achieved a new urgency
mthe 1960s and 1970s, and environmentalists reached a p()vlitic;lll
prominence that could not be ignored. Roderick Nash in particu-
!,4”. recognized the significance of these developments. He called
for the teaching of environmental history and has continued to
update his book to include contemporarv: thinking about wilder-
m‘s.'s. Through Nash, and those authors who followed his lead,
tnvironmental history as a self-proclaimed new field emerged on
the ;1ca('1€mic scene deeply involved with, if not married t()., mod-
ernenvironmentalism. 4
’ .F.nvironmemal history thus initially represented largely the po-
ical and intellectual history of the environmental movement and

“j'\;mm(’l P. Hays, Conservation and the Gospel of Efficiency: The Progressive Conservation
.-;r4mpn[, 1890 -1920 (1959: New York: Atheneum, 1975). The quote is from the prefac
fthis Atheneum edition. Roderick Nash, Wilderness and the American Mind (3rd f‘!l \::f‘

"vvvvn: Yale University Press, 1982). ‘ » o

‘h?j(‘-n}r?' f'\"';lfh .\"ln.lfhtxl"n‘.g'm Land: The American West as Symbol and Myth (Cambridge,

. Tarvard U niversity Press, 1950); Leo Marx, The Machine in the Garden: Technology
vl the I’mmm/ Ideal m America (New York: Oxford University Press, 1964). Other cmdié?

o the .l\ymerlc;m environment \f'!}idl are part of the intellectual history tradition ;n:(‘ Hans

tuth, Natwre and the American: Three Centuries of Changing Attitudes (Lincoln: University of

‘w'u:llﬁkﬂ Press, 1957); and Arthur A. Ekirch, Man and Nature in Amevica t*eu Yor k'.(}

wmbia University Press, 1963), ' "
'See Rn(leri(‘k Nash, “*American Environmental Historv: A New Teaching Frontier.”

“ahe Historical Review, X1.1 (1979). 362-372. ‘ v .
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its predecessor, the conservation movement. This meant thatat itt
inception the field lost a certain breadth. The older concerns of
historians like Malin with the reciprocal influences of environ
mental and social change temporarily disappeared, or rather be
came the exclusive possession of historical geographers. Histe

rians now defined environment almost exclusively in terms of wik }

or at least unsettled land. Urban, even rural, regions moved be
vond the pale. The results of conservation policy were neglected
as the thoughts and intentions of conservationists, especially thgb
federal conservation bureaucracy, were emphasized. Scholar
studied not the consequences of the alteration of nature for hu

man society, but rather what those who admired (or hated) wild §

nature thought about it. Nature itself became merely a back-
ground to these histories.?

Within these narrowed boundaries Hays and Nash bequeathed }
what seemed at the time to be a clear and coherent focus for the

new field. Interpretations of the conservation movement toot
shape largely within the framework of Hays's utilitarian conserv

tionists and Nash’s preservationists. On the utilitarian side of the §

dichotomy, however, the focus quickly blurred as historians a
cepted a nd praised Hays, but made little real use of his.wo'rk. Ex
cept for complaints that Hays underestimated preservationist sen
timents, Conservation and the Gospel of Efficiency was rarely direch
challenged; instead attention was diverted away from Hays's }?,,
reaucratic and managerial emphasis back to an older concern witt
political battles and controversies. Elmo Richardson, who ha
concentrated on such issues in his early work, continued to emph>
size it in his study of the Harry Truman-Dwight Eisenhower pe
riod. This political, confrontational emphasis occurred, too, in e
cal studies of conservation and in reexaminations of the Giffor?
Pinchot-Richard Ballinger controversy.*

*For the neglect of urban environments and concerns in environmental l'itera!urt, wr
Martin V. Melosi, “Urban Pollution: Historical Perspective Needed," Environmental &
view, 111 (1979), 37— 45. ) )

“T'he emphasis on political controversy was never really displaced by Hayss wn:i \-'
Elmo R. Richardson, The Politics of Conservation: Crusades and Controversies, 1897 -I%
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1962); Richardson.{Dums. P.arks, & I’rzh(xu B
source Development & Preservation in the Truman-Eisenhower Era (ALexmgﬂton: Universe
Press of Kentucky, 1973); George Michael McCarthy, Hour of Trail: The Conservation (=
flict in Colorado and the West, 1891-1907 (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 19
James Penick, Jr., Progressive Politics and Conservation: The Ballinger-Pinchot Affair (Chicxe
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Administrative studies of government and professional orga-
nizations took a less political approach, but here, too, the focus
blurred. Even the most solid work, such as Harold Steen'’s study
of the US. Forest Service, looked inward. It traced personnel
changes and policy shifts; the relationship to larger changes in
the society that Hays had emphasized largely slipped away. In
lesser works these administrative histories became totally con-
cerned with the internal affairs of the organizations.’

Taken together, these studies did succeed in building up a sub-
stantial store of information on the sources of political opposi-
tion to conservation and on the policy and personnel of organi-
rtions concerned with conservation, but they lacked any clear
mterpretative synthesis. Hays, whose work was so instrumental in
reinterpretations of American political history, was in danger of
having the implications of his work for environmental history ig-
nored even as it was praised.

A recent revival of what might be called the political economy
ofconservation has altered this. Several environmental historians
have removed Hays's interpretation from its pedestal and put it
hack to work. Spearheading this new concern with utilitarian
conservationists has been William Robbins’s study of the lumber
mdustry and the separate books of Abraham Hoffman and
William Kahrl on the Los Angeles-Owens Valley water contro-
versy. Hays had emphasized not only the commitment to plan-

University of Chicago Press, 1968). For a work on a utilitarian topic without a solely politi-
@l focus, see Ronald F. Lockmann, Guarding the Forests of Southern California: Evolving
ttitudes Toward Conservation of Watershed, Woodlands, and Wilderness (Glendale, Calif.: Ar-
wr H. Clark Co., 1981).

"Harold K. Steen, The U.S. Forest Service: A History (Seattle: University of Washington
fress, 1976). Glen O. Robinson includes a short historical chapter in his The Forest Service: A
wudy in Public Land Management (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1975). For
sternal administrative histories, see Henrv E. Clepper, Crusade for Conservation: The Cen-
wnmial History of the American Forestry Association (Washington, D.C.: American Forestry
\wociation, 1975) or Clayton R. Koppes, “Environmental Policy and American Liberal-
sm: The Department of the Interior, 1933—1953." Environmental Review, V11 ( 1983), 17—
il For a study of the Forest Service in a particular region, see Lawrence W. Rakestraw, A
Hutory of the United States Forest Service in Alaska (Anchorage: Alaska Historical Commis-
wonetal, 1981). Political scientists have also increasingly looked at the conservation agen-
aesasbureaucratic entities. Some studies (see footnote 1 1) have looked at the agencies in
‘e context of shifting political issues, but Ben Twight has argued that internal value
mientations around largely static utilitarian and preservationist axes of the organizations
themselves determines their actions. Ben W. Twight, Organizational Values and Political
Mwer: The Forest Service Versus the Olympic National Park (University Park: Pennsyvlvania
‘ate University Press, 1983).
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ning, efficiency, and expertise that conservationists shared wi*
the emerging corporate leadership, but also their mutual desi
for predictable and orderly economic development. How ths
worked out in practice is the underlying theme of Robbint
Kahrl, and Hoffman.®

Robbins, emphasizing that “the conservation movement w»
not removed from the realities of the political economy,” present
a detailed account of attempts by early twentieth-century lur
bermen to use conservation to create a stable and orderly marke
by eliminating competition. They sought a rationalized industr
Robbins recognizes that their version of conservation in the i
dustry’s interest was in competition, particularly during the Ne
Deal, with a socially progressive version of conservation in the
public interest, and his account of the struggle is sophisticate?
interpretative history.?

That the public interest of socially progressive conservatio
was hardly an unambiguous concept is one of the lessons of bot*
Hoffman's and Kahrl's studies of Los Angeles water develop
ment.'” The struggle of Los Angeles to obtain water has mos
often been cast as a morality play in which the city’s insatiah¥
thirst for water could, as in the movie Chinatown, symbolize mor
depraved tastes. Hoffman and Kahrl share with the mow
makers a fascination with the characters of the people who line
up on each side of the Owens Valley fight, but both authors mais
the controversy more than the usual tale of urban evil and rur#
innocence. They have relocated it firmly within the context ¢
Hays’s Progressive conservation and, in Kahrl’s more extende?

study, within the bounds of the rapid economic development« &

mid-twentieth-century California. The Los Angeles struggl

with Owens Valley over water, for all the violence and corruptios
. often the garden has become merely the occasion for case stud-
w5, such as David Emmons's interesting Garden in the Grasslands

that it spawned, was essentially a bureaucratic battle: one of ad

fWilliam G. Robbins, Lumberjacks and Legislators: Political Economy of the U.S. Lumher %
dustry, 18901941 (College Station: Texas A & M University Press, 1982): Abraham He#t
man, Vision or Villainy: Onigins of the Owens Valley-Los Angeles Water Controversy (College S

tion: Texas A & M University Press, 1981): William L. Kahrl, Water and Power: The Conts 1

over Los Angeles’ Water Supply in the Owens Valley (Berkeley and Los Angeles, University #
California Press, 1982).

?Robbins, Lumberjacks and Legislators, 11.

19Both of these books are excellent, but Kahrl gives a fuller and more svmpathess
treatment to the people of the Owens Valley, examines the environmental consequences
water policy in more detail, and covers a wider period.
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ministrators and planners who sought rational and efficient solu-

tons and who believed that they acted for the greatest good of

the greatest number. These histories reveal the people and inter-
ests that the bureaucratic solutions served and the people and
mterests that they hurt. Both of these historians have an eye for
the larger issues involved. They see the controversy as a struggle,
m part, between private and municipal control of water and thus
sastruggle for the path development would take in California.
ltlis, as at Hetch Hetchy, loomed larger to many Progressives
than any environmental harm that might ensue or than the re-
tirded development of an agricultural community. As Kahrl savys,
the Los Angeles effort became a model for the water projects
that would reshape the California environment and propel the
itate to economic prominence.

lhis recent renewed interest in utilitarian conservation has
hardly offset the far more abundant literature on the other side
of the utilitarian/preservationist dichotomy. As scholars such as
Pl Culhane, in his Public Land Politics (which argues against
ample theories of interest-group domination of federal agen-
nes), and Craig Allin, in his The Politics of Wilderness Preservation,
have demonstrated, preservationists have achieved a new stature
m natural-resource policy.'" Both this stature and the frank
rlentification of many historians with the preservationists have
belped to sustain the new interest in wilderness that Nash had
prompted. Amidst the deluge of wilderness studies, pastoral

. themes have had to struggle to maintain a place in the literature.

innette Kolodny is one of the few literary historians to keep the
pastoral at the heart of her analysis both in her The Lay of the Lan
md her more recent The Landscape Before Her, a book which puts
the garden at the center of women's perception of the West. More

vhich covers the boomer literature of the Great Plains. The only
weure refuge of the pastoral has been within the confines of art

- hstory. Barbara Novak’s fine book, Nature and Culture: American

Landscape and Painting, 18251875, in its concern with a variety of

'Craig W. Allin, The Politics of Wilderness Preservation (Westport, Conn.: Greenwood
fess, 1982); Paul J. Culhane, Public Lands Politics: Interest Group Influence on the Forest Ser-
wrand the Bureaw of Land Management (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1981).

A B ——————
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landscapes is, for example, really a lineal descendant of the work:
of Leo Marx and other intellectual and literary historians of the
previous generation. Novak devotes more attention to Europea
influences than did earlier studies, and this gives her work a com
parative breadth that theirs sometimes lacked, but otherwise her
concerns are very much those of her predecessors. Raymond |
O'Brien, in his American Sublime: Landscape and Scenery of th
Lower Hudson Valley, has tried to move such landscape studie
outside the parameters of art history and connect perceptiot
with actual changes in the land in a specific area. He meets wi
only mixed success."*

Wilderness has become the highway to the American psvche :

most favored by intellectual historians. Whether hated an/
feared, loved, or, best of all, beheld with a tortured ambivalenc
wilderness has become the mythic core of the American expen
ence. According to Richard Slotkin, colonists struggled to artics
late their changing relationship to wilderness and, in the proces
developed a self-conscious literature. Slotkin and others eagerf

followed Nash into these literary remains. While some historian |

have verified a hatred and fear of wilderness, others have found

in western travelers or in urban dwellers a belated attraction }

the wilderness that the nation was destroying."?
Just as wilderness replaced the garden so too have preserv

12 Annette Kolodny, The Lay of the Land: Metaphor as Experience and History in Amers=

Life and Letters (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1975); Kolodny, The [ §

Before Her: Fantasy and Experience of the American Frontiers, 16301860 (Chapel Hill t»

versity of North Garolina Press, 1984); Barbara Novak, Nature and Culture: Amenican L= 1§
| tuage shared by author and subject. Michael Cohen’s Pathless Way,

swape and Painting, 18251875 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1980); Raymond
O'Brien, American Sublime: Landscape and Scenery of the Lower Hudson Valley (New ¥
Columbia University Press, 1981): David M. Emmons, Garden in the Grasslands: Fuse
Literature of the Central Great Plains (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1971).
13For the popularity of wilderness in intellectual history, see Peter N. Carroll, Purtews
and the Wilderness: The Intellectual Significance of the New England Frontier, 16291700 e
York: Columbia University Press, 1969); Peter J. Schmitt, Back to Nature: The Arcadion ¥
in Urban America (New York: Oxford University Press, 1969): Richard Slotkin, Rrgewes
tion Through Violence: The Mythology of the American Frontier, 16001860 (Middlerss
Conn.: Wesleyan University Press, 1974); Lee Clark Mitchell, Witnesses to a Vanishing 4=
ica: The Nineteenth Century Response (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1%
Anne LaBastille, Women and Wilderness (San Francisco: Sierra Club Books, 1980); Free

ick Turner, Beyond Geography: The Western Spirit Against the Wilderness (New York: Vieg §

Press, 1980): Donald N. Baldwin, The Quiet Revolution: Grass Roots of Todays Wilderne: 7=
ervation Movement (Boulder, Golo.: Pruett Publishing Co., 1972). For one of the few =
parative studies, see Marcia B. Kline, Beyond the Land Itself: Views of Nature in Canats o
the United States (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1970).
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nonists replaced conservationists as the favored subject of biog-
riphers. Gifford Pinchot has yielded to John Muir as the bio-
graphical subject of choice with two new studies of Muir
published within the last few years: Stephen Fox's John Muir and
His Legacy and Michael Cohen's The Pathless Way. Pinchot survives
mong the heavily preservationist roster of Peter Wild’s Pioneer
Conservationists of Western America, but Wild felt compelled to
ipologize for some of Pinchot’s utilitarian ideas. Other preserva-
nonists from Henry David Thoreau through Ernest Thompson
seton to Aldo Leopold have been the subject of recent studies.'*
Many of these works—both biographies and larger intellectual
hstories—are insightful analyses of particular reactions to na-
e, but their larger claims of significance provoke some skepti-
asm. As in so much intellectual history, they often presume an
stity—whether an American mind or national character—which
‘oes not demonstrably exist, and even if it does, there is no guar-
mtee that the sources under consideration reveal its content.
Insome of these studies, however, the problems run far deeper
than this. Because of the authors’ strong environmentalist sym-

| pathies, many of these books are more deeply felt than most con-

rentional academic works. Although this identification with their
ahjects gives the books real power, it also presents significant
pitfalls. There is in some of these newer works an impatience
«ith the bounds history itself imposes. The past may be another
untry, but for some authors a transcendent nature can wash
way the boundaries that time creates. Instead of a search for
“istorical context, there is an attempt to find a universal lan-

""Michael P. Cohen, The Pathless Way: John Muir and American Wilderness (Madison: Uni-
wrsity of Wisconsin Press, 1984): Stephen Fox, John Muir and His Legacy: Th American
fLamservation Movement (Boston: Little, Brown and Co., 1981); Peter Wild, Pioneer Conserva-
sennsts of Western America (Missoula, Mont.: Mountain Press Publishing Co., 1979); Susan
i Hader, Thinking Like a Mountain: Aldo Leopold and the Evolution of an Ecological Attitude
fmvard Deer, Wolves, and Forests (Columbia, Mo.: University of Missouri Press, 1974); Don-
4 C. Swain, Wilderness Defender: Horace M. Albright and Conservation (Chicago: University
Press, 1970); David L. Lendt, Ding: The Life of Jay Norwood Darling (Ames: Towa State Uni-
wrsity Press, 1979); Elmo Richardson, David T. Mason, Forestry Advocate (Santa Cruz,
talif: Forest History Society, 1983); LaBastille, Women and Wilderness: John Henry
®ulland, Ernest Thompson Seton: Man in Nature and the Progressive Era, 18801915 (New

rk: Arno Press, 1978); and Robert F. Savre, Thoreau and the American Indians (Princeton,

“ 1 Princeton University Press, 1977).
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'*mpting to assume that the most articulate or those most clearly
-«ncmt?(l with later ideas are the most representative in thei ( ul-
tural at.tnudcs. Other approaches to recreating (‘lll[ll)"(‘ are neces-
ury. F!lsmri;ms might find the beginnings of such an approach iin
Vi-Fu Tuan's Topohilia which uses what ;nigrht be called en;imn
mental ethnographies and where action within the environment
”r(“ssed as much as abstract thought about it 16 | "
I hus‘far those works on the history of the idea about wilder:
ness Whl'Ch have best succeeded in axro}(ling the problems of re :
Tsentativeness are those which have both narrowed their to ilr)%
nd placed their subjects within a context of actual ex eriencp i
clure.'S.u:san Flader’s study of Aldo Leopold, for exrz)im le (}:1”:
heen L:rlt.lClZ(’,d as narrow, yet Flader achieves a large ‘enouF;h‘su:-
;;\\ w;nl;x}l:'[he vlm?nsrtvhat she sets. Flader examines how L'(‘()p()l(l
; nged his own ideas about the predator relationships that he
served in nature. These changes were not simple and had '|§
“nch to do with Leopold’s experiences within the (:omcrvjni(;ﬁ
reaucracy and the political arena as with scientific réf‘lcétion
na lessgnnplex and more traditional way, Robert Savre h';< C\"
‘s*ﬂ;ned I'horeau’s changing thoughts about Indians and n?nmé
;:) e ;:am'e to kl‘IOW l?olh more intimately. John Wadlan had
i the same with Ernest ‘1 hompson Seton. Michael Cohen n
‘“& .m.ore restrained moments, also does a fine job ()fconn(‘(‘ti'n y
‘ir's thought with actual experience in nature.'” o
In lhe.same way that some biographers have avoided too cos-
f mica claim to figniﬁcance by locating their subjects in }ﬁrticul’%r
| “"tronments instead of in nature in general, so too have 'moth;r
voup of studies derived from Nash's emphasis on will(lernc‘w
7 ;(f:l:xlll:lee(rl];t}:((;]r]rlielwlln ‘particglm‘.placcsz the national parks,
oy .l i d pfn S (n‘e not just ideas but are places marked
L and administered for certain purposes, the literature on

for instance, is a book that at its best offers an original and r
sightful reading of Muir, but Cohen seems determined to sustar §
a dialogue, sometimes literally so, with his subject, John Mur
The resultis at times an almost mystical history where the share
reactions of author and subject to a particular place or to atrar
scendent nature eliminate the distance between them and th»
supposedly allow a communication denied to others. Even mor §
than Cohen’s Pathless Way, Frederick Turner’s Beyond Geographys
an avowedly “spiritual history” of the “human spirit’s dark neces
sity to realize itself through body and place.” In different w
both these books are metahistories of actions taking place on:
plane inaccessible to observers who have not had particular sp
itual insights. Both are evocative of imaginative literatur
Turner quite freely admits the parallels with William Carl~ |
Williams's In the American Grain. Cohen’s book brings to min §
Ivan Doig’s recent Winter Brothers. In the end both books, desp |
their unorthodox approach, are really not so much innovative » §
the oldest kind of history: nature becomes a spiritual force, v
manent throughout the ages. Through it history derives mex
ing. In such history the past, however, is not so much made com
prehensible as falsified and reduced to a series of costumes»
which people with our purposes, our concerns, and our expe
ence can parade to the historian’s drumbeat.'

For all their imaginative virtues books like Turner’s and Coher |
neglect the more arduous task of recreating a cultural world wh? |
reflects not our concerns, but the concerns of those who liv
within it. This is an immensely difficult task, but one that must’ |
undertaken. Nature is at once a physical setting where living ke
ings exist in complex relationships with each other, and a hums
invention. Humans create a shifting set of cultural concepts abe
the physical world and identify these concepts as nature. Whes
they act, humans do so on the basis of these cultural formulatios
but their actions rebound on an actual physical world. Recreatrg ‘:i-‘Fp Tuan, Topophilia: A Study of Environmental Perception, Attitudes, and Vil
these cultural formulations for any given period is the pmhk"r 4 ::"ﬂI(“llll;fz,m\ll']m:’r:r1[1(c H;?”' 1974). Indeed, much of ']il:',.lrQ wo:k‘ Z”’ alues

s ans. See also his Space and Place: The Perspective of Experience (Min neapolis:

Although they know better, historians often find it too easy 2% § v ersity of Minnesota Press, 1977). For a collection of what i iall
Farin i . ; what is essentially i :
wiory by geographers, see David Lowenthal and Martyn J. Bowden, ed:. ;mlr::fu'/];rcz::l:/l

¥ Md: Essays in Historical Geogr. hy i :
e graphy in Honor of John Kirtland Wright (New York: Ox ford

Hader, Thinking Like o Mountain;
“tion Seton : Cohen, Pathless Way.

»

(Engle-
an be read with

"*Cohen, Pathless Way, 30— 31: Turner, Beyond Geography, 74; William Carlos Willias
the American Grain (1925; New York: New Directions, 1956); Ivan Doig, Winter Brotte
Season at the Edge of America (New York: Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1980).

Savre, Thoreau and the Indians; Wadland, Frnes
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them can always be tested against some observable reality. Th
topic, too, 1s an important one. The existence of r_m%iona] parks
specially preserved areas of relatively wild and pristine land, &
mands explanation. Historians, of course, hardly ignored th
parks before Nash and the modern environmental movement
John Ise wrote a major monograph on national park policy an
numerous studies of specific parks existed, but Nash’s work cer

tainly helped to reinvigorate such inquiries and give them anev |

significance. Studies of particular parks continue to appear =
abundance.'® %

The central question in studies of the parks has been how an |

why they were created and what they are for. The most influes
tial and controversial work has been done by Alfred Runte, ast#
dent of Nash. Runte asserts that Congress in the nineteenth an¢
much of the twentieth centuries protected only “economic

worthless” lands in the park system. It is this worthless land thee ¢
that has been the focus of attacks on his work which recently pr~ £

voked a forum on the issue in the Journal of Forest History. th

scholarly journal with the longest record of covering enviros §

mental issues. The criticism most often voiced boils down tothe
contention that the lands were not actually worthless and hen
the worthless lands argument is a rhetorical ploy. Such criticr=

while in one sense obviously true, in another misses the point« §

Runte’s argument which is that the larger cultural context made

1*Gregory Thompson has compiled a very useful bibliography on historie.s of the
tional parks in Parks in the West and American Culture (Sun Valley, Idaho: Institute of 4 |

American West, 1984), 46— 48. See John Ise's Our National Park Policy: A (_In'liml Heawn
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 1961) and William C. Everhart’s briefer history, Tk %

tional Park Service (Boulder, Colo.: Westview Press, 1983). For some recent studit"‘ o §
ticular parks or land that has become parks, see Richard A. Bartlett, Nature’s Yellmesse §

(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1974); Aubrey L Haines, Thy[ Yr”v\e."'m
Story: A History of Our First National Park (2 vols., Yellowstone National Park, Wyo,, Yefs=

stone Library and Museum Assoc., 1977); R. Newell Searle, Saving Quetico-Superw * ]

Land Set Apart (St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society Press, 1977); Slis:m R. S(hrr;‘ih
The Fight to Save the Redwoods: A History of Environmental Reform, 1917—19(8 (M‘a(hﬁm -
versity of Wisconsin Press, 1983); Robert Righter, Crucible for Conservation: The Creatwe s

Franklin and Norman Schaefter, Duel for the Dunes: Land Use Conflict on the Sharesef 1%

Michigan (Urbana: University of Ilinois Press, 1983); C. \'\ B_uchhohz, Rurlk\ V-ww §
National Park: A History (Boulder, Colorado Associated University Press, 1983). For ¥ i

tory of p(’rh;!pﬁ the most important state pzlrk. see Frank Graham, Jr, The Adireesiat
Park: A Political History (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1978).
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#necessary for park advocates to deny the existence of any signi

. heant extractable material resources in the lands in question.'?

Runte’s explanation for early national parks does not necessar-

} & apply to all parklands or to all periods. One of Runte’s critics,

Thomas Cox, has examined the genesis of a wider variety of
parks and their shifting rationales in a series of articles over the

. 'stten or so years. And Runte himself did not deny that modern

ssvironmental concerns altered the conception of the national
parks; total preservation and ecological concerns, however, are
“in after-thought of the twentieth century” and have repeatedly,

- not consistently, yielded before older economic concerns. Two
| ofthe best studies of the development of specific national parks
. wem to sustain him here. Susan Schrepfer’s The Fight to Save the
| Rotwoods and Robert Righter’s Crucible for Conservation b »th dem-

o B
a3

nstrate the rise of ecological concerns (themselves not un-
sinted by economic gain) and how pressures for development
irered plans for ecologically coherent national parks. Kay

. franklin and Norma Schaeffer detail a similar story in their Duel
. e the Dunes with its complex and compromised outcome.??

I'he framework used thus far for comprehending the field—
sudies of utilitarian conservationists and studies of wilderness
md preservationists—certainly has merit for classifying many

- mijor works down to the present, but as a description of the real-

# of the conservation and environmental movements, it has

. prave weaknesses. Indeed, beginning in the early 1970s and

suilding thereafter, the whole conservationist/ preservationist di-

"Alfred Runte, National Parks: The American Experience (Lincoln: University of Ne-

. %rwska Press, 1979). The forum centers on a critique of Runte by Richard W. Sellars,

“ational Parks: Worthless Lands or Competing Land Values?” Journal of Forest History,
FAVIT(1983), 130—134. Thoughtful consideration is given to the purpose of the parksin
wwph L. Sax, Mountains Without Handrails: Reflections on the National Parks (Ann Arbor:
mversity of Michigan Press, 1980).

“Runte, National Parks, 138. Roderick Nash argues that in Alaska wilderness has be-
sme a major rationale for parks. Nash, “Tourism, Parks and the Wilderness Idea in the

( ! ; & unoryof Alaska,” Alaska in Perspective, 1V (1981), 1-27; Thomas Cox, “From Hot Springs
Grand Teton National Park (Boulder: Colorado Associated University Press, 1982} ke

= tateway: The Evolving Concept of Public Parks, 1832-1976,” Environmental Review, V
1), 14- 26 Cox, “Conservation by Subterfuge: Robert W. Sawver and the Birth of the
wegon State Parks,” Pacific Northwest Quarterly, LXTV (1983), 21— 29; Cox, “The Crusade

#Save Oregon's Scenery,” Pacific Historical Review, XXXVII (1968), 179-200; Schrepfer,

“ev To Save the Redwoods; Righter, Crucible for Conservation; Franklin and Schaeffer, Duel
+he Dunes.
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chotomy has come under attack and begun to crumble. In 19" §
Lawrence Rakestraw noted that on close examination of t
early movement, it has often proved difficult to tell preservatio §
ists from conservationists. More recently, Susan Schrepfer al

ries. Donald Fleming was one of the first to point out that the
\ew Conservation Movement—environmentalism—certainly
had roots in the older insights of Thoreau and Muir, but that

' : i 1% many prominent figures in the movement—Rachel Carson,
discovered that rational planners and romantic preservations

‘ SAC L - Barry Commoner, Aldo Leopold, and Garrett Hardin—despite
¢ could be the same people operating in different contexts. Ona their often preservationist goals, differed from the older tradi-

other front, John Reiger, while accepting Hays’s description #§ 1., in their desire to manage nature for appropriate ends and
Progressive conservation, argues that Hays has missed the ri§ ) appropriate technologies. This was a mark of the utilitari-

begfnnmgs at ¥he conservation movement in e concern of¥ 1ns. The appropriate ends and the appropriate technologies
ganized American sportsmen for wildlife. More than just die® . from scientific ecology which was a science, as Fleming

were atissue here. Reiger anchor.ed conservation in a nonplnlnr aoted, in which none of the popular “ecologists” of environmen.
ian (these were sportsmen who disparaged hunters who killedf*§ i1 (o< trained. Samuel Hays has recently gone even further

; > food or m()ney). concern for wildlife. If he sometimes exager § ., distinguishing environmentalism and its concerns from the
.7 ated the ecological concerns of hunters, largely ignoring, fore § ., ;e preservationist and conservationist movements. He

ample, the war on predators, the basic point he makes is an ir

d . . '8 makes ecology only a single element in a wide array of differences
portant one. It is an implicit challenge to the prevailin .

;’ , ) ) _ 1 vhich distinguishes environmentalism from its predecessors.*?
e d.lch‘otomy. Spo.rFsmfen do not really‘ fit fnlo elther Fhe preser*® - Nonetheless, some scholars have tried to subsume Leopold,
A tomst or the utilitarian camp. As Relge_r SExananaton QfGeO'?_'_- {ommoner, and Carson under the old framework. They have
< Grinnell demonstrates, they shared primitivist assumptionswi* § ¢, Jittle conflict between their essential ideas and the roman-
~- the preservationists, and utilitarian concerns of managing g & . .+ religious insights of earlier preservationists. Recent stu-
v resources with the conservationists. Sportsmen are also a ver § ants osz)hn Muir( have even carried this one step further by
r. important pressure group. As recent scholarship reveals, the ] making the formulations of Aldo Leopold merely distant echoes
o challenged those who claimed a property right in game and ' § 5 1} o spiritual insights of Muir. Stephen Fox, for example,
:f the way for basic state and federal controls.*! wressed Leopold’s et‘hical stance, even his mysticism, and made
R The most telling blow to the preservationist/conservation® & 4., o man of religious preservationist traditions. Similarly,

scheme, however, has been its inability to incorporate newer env

il . LN Michael Cohen asserts that ecologists who recognize the “philo-
ronmental concerns and scientific ecologists within its bound:

wphical consequences” of their discipline will end up with a
‘philosophical, religious, and radical attitude toward human cul-
L wure” similar to Muir’s. What all this neglects is the managerial
| facus of ecology. Missing is the irony that Susan Flader points out
m the career of someone like Leopold who was “making adjust-
ments in order to restore a self-adjusting system so that adjust-
- ments would be unnecessary.”??

Other scholars, recognizing the futility of fitting both scientific

*'Rakestraw, “Conservation History,” 273; Schrepfer, Fight to Save the Redwoods, 13- %
John FE. Reiger, American Sportsmen and the Origins of Conservation (New York: Winchevs
Press, 1975), 21; John F. Reiger, ed., The Passing of the Great West: Selected Papers of (=
Bird Grinnell (New York: Winchester Press, 1972). For an excellent book on ninetesse
century game conservation laws, see James A. Tober, Who Oumns the Wildlife? : The Péoes
Economy of Conservation in Nineteenth Century America (Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Prex
1981). A more technical work on game law is Thomas A. Lund, American Wildh# {x
(Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1980). For two recent <t
on wildlife and hunting in particular states, see Morgan Sherwood, Big Game in Alaks ¢
History of Wildlife and People (New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 1981); and Robs
W. Doughty, Wildlife and Man in Texas: Environmental Change and Conservation (College %=
tion: Texas A & M University Press, 1983). Also, see James B. Trefethen, An Ameva
Crusade for Wildlife (New York: Winchester Press, 1975), and Thomas R. Dunlap, s
for Varmints: Predator Control and Environmental Ideas, 1920—1939," Pacific Hitevs
Review, 1111 (1984), 141-161.

“Donald Fleming, “Roots of the New Conservation Movement,” Perspectives in American
aory, VI (1972), 7-91; Samuel P. Hays, “From Conservation to Environment: Environ-
wental Policies in the United States since World War Two,” Environmental Review, VI
), 14-41.
"Fox, John Mur, 367; Cohen, Pathless Way, 151 Flader, Thinking Like a Mountaim, 270.
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and popular ecologists into the older classifications, have me
dified the framework itself. Joseph Petulla, who in an earlier tev
book on environmental history (American Environmental Histor

had adopted the standard utilitarian conservationis §

preservationist dichotomy has, in his more recent American En
ronmentalism, acknowledged the separate influence of ecology b
adopting a new tripartite division of the movement into biocen
tric(preservqtionist)/economic(conservationict)/ecological com
ponents. Petulla contends that it is people in his third categon

who have provided much of the intellectual basis for and leader _

ship of current environmentalism.?*

New classifications, however, do not address the more fund:
mental problem: Is scientific ecology really compatible with pops
lar environmentalism? If scientific ecology were simply the land
ethic of Aldo Leopold’s Sand County Almanac, then environmenta!
ists and historians could both take comfort in the congruene
between ethical and scientific formulations of environment:
problems. It is, however, no such thing. Just as Flader has demon

strated the conflicts between Leopold the ethical philosophe |

and Leopold the environmental manager, so, too, there are con
tradictions between science and popular environmentalism.*

Suggestions as to how and why the two are at odds and wh |

environmentalists have had difficulty in anchoring their ethic:
concerns in science are available in two very important recer
books: Susan Schrepher’s The Fight to Save the Redwoods and
above all, in Donald Worster’s Nature’s Economy. A central concers
of Schrepher’s book is the shifting philosophical rationales of e
vironmentalism. Schrepfer credits science with providing the m
tellectual underpinnings of militant environmentalism in the
1940s and 1950s. She sees environmentalists rejecting earle
preservationist rationales of a happy universe with a higher pur
pose. Instead, after World War I1 they supposedly came to terms
with modern population genetics, natural selection, and a phik»

**Joseph M. Petulla, American Environmental History: The Exploitation and Conservatws ¢
Natural Resources (San Francisco: Boyd & Fraser Publishing Co., 1977) and Joseph M

tulla, American Environmentalism: lnlum Tactics, Prionities (College Station: Texas A & ¥ §

University Press, 1980). Petulla confesses in the latter book that it is hard to classifv ceris
issues as the sole concerns of specific environmental traditions (p. xiii).

2 Aldo Leopold, Sand County Almanac and Sketches Here and There (1948; New York (%
ford University Press, 1975); Flader, Thinking Like a Mountain, 270.
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wphical naturalism which discredited the idea of a higher force

. directing biological change. We were now on spaceship earth with
no destination and no flight plan. Experience counseled not

iope but pessimism. Such a perspective, by countering theories
of directional evolution, enabled environmentalists effectively to

thallenge their opponents who held to the inevitability and bene-

fcence of technological progress and human mastery of nature.
There seemed no place in this new environmental position for
the essentially happy universe of Muir and the discovery of reli-
glous meaning in nature.?%

Well, not exactly. According to Schrepfer, once environmental-
sts had used science to attack the idea of universal progress and a
nature rightly subordinated to the human race, they then turned
on scientists themselves as arrogant, reductionist, and incapable
of supplying necessary human goals. For such goals they turned to
‘pagan animism” and “arcadian pastoralism”; they rediscovered
\merican Indians and returned to John Muir. Environmentalism
thus passed through science back to an essentially religious posi-

This whole theme of nature and environmentalism as a
wurce of civil religion is given a more continuous and less complex
formulation in J. Ronald Engle’s study of the people involved in
the long fight to preserve the Indiana Dunes, Sacred Sands.*”

Even before Schrepfer wrote her study of the evolution of

nodern environmentalism, Donald Worster, who has probably
“een the most suggestive and influential of those environmental

historians who have published in the wake of Havs and Nash, had

sroached the complexities of the relationship between science

b :nd environmentalism in his Nature’s Economy. Worster’s book ap-
. oroached the problem from the side of science. Using the con-
| wentions of intellectual history, he attempted to show how ecolog-
| «al thought reflected not just discoveries about nature but also

*Schrepfer's The Fight to Save the Redwoods concerns much more than the attempts to
reate parks in the redwood country. It is the best account so far of the emergence of
whtant environmental organizations. Donald E. Worster, Natures Economy: The Roots of
#logy (San Francisco: Sierra Club Books, 1977).

""Schrepfer, The Fight to Save The Redwoods, 91— 100; J. Ronald Engle, Sacred Sands: The
wuggle for Community in the Indiana Dunes (Middletown, Conn.: Wesleyan University
Fress, 1983). For another discussion of environmentalism as religion, see Linda H. Graber,
¥iderness as Sacred Space (Washington, D.C.: Association of American Geog-
wwhers, 1976).
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the specific cultural conditions in which those discoveries aros
Where others had concentrated on literary, political, and pop:
lar thought about nature, Worster examined a very broal:
defined scientific thought. He traced the course of a battle b
tween what he called arcadian and imperialist tendencies withs
scientific studies of nature. The arcadians depicted nature a:
symbiotic community; the imperialists praised human dom
nance. The battle shifted as much from changes in society as dx
coveries about nature itself. A so-called New Ecology “tran
formed nature into a reflection of the modern, corporar

ular environmentalism.?*
What preoccupies the numerous scholars engaged in this &

section of environmentalism is the question of values. Not ju §

what the actual values of the conservation or environment:
movements are but what the ethical basis of the human relatios
ship to nature should be. The answers have been diverse not on*
because the movement is complex, but also because historia=

concerned ascribe to two fundamentally different sets of go: |

and theories. While some historians (explicitly or implicit

search the past for proper models of conduct, others insist th §

past views of nature hardly represent transcendent values, b«

instead are simply reflections of the larger social currents of th

society that produced them. They cannot be transplanted.
The search for proper values sometimes manifests itself intt
biographies of the various fountainheads of current environme:

talism, but it has received perhaps its clearest formulation in th
literature on American Indians and the environment. Amidst th
large and still growing literature there is a segment which que

forthrightly presents Indians as ecologists, as models to be ems

lated. Wilbur Jacobs made early contributions to this literature #

two articles on Indians and the environment, but the most reces
and well documented formulation of this position is J. Don
Hughes’s American Indian Ecology. Hughes, of course, does not »
vocate a “return to Indian ways of life in their entirety” but rathe

28For Worster's discussion of New Ecology, see Nature’s Econony, 291—338. Carolyn Y
chant, in her The Death of Nature: Women, Ecology and the Scientific Revolution (San Francss
Harper & Row, 1980), dates the death of an organic, feminine nature and its replaceses
with a mechanical formulation much earlier.
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1change toward the Indian heritage of “harmony between human
beings and the natural environment.” The problem with such a
position is that it at times comes perilously close to a noble savag-
sm more concerned with a critique of American society than with
mv critical understanding of Indian people’s conception of or in-
fnence on the environment. Calvin Martin, whose Keepers of the
‘«me is a controversial attempt to explain overhunting by Indians
n the fur trade as a cultural war on animals, has wisely insisted
that Indian actions cannot be divorced from their own cultural

| ontext. Martin has argued that profound differences in cosmolo-
industrial system,” and has relegated the arcadian strain to por

oes of Indians and twentieth-century white Americans prevent
“ative Americans from serving as practical ecological models. Tt is
' point well taken and reinforced by what is probably the best
tudy of Indians and the environment, one which puts beliefs and
oractice in their full cultural context: Adrian Tanner's study of the
Histassini Cree, Bringing Home Animals. One weakness of Martin’s
sosition, however, is that, while their utility as current models of

t snvironmental conduct might be limited, Indian peoples did, as

fworge Cornell points out, influence early conservationists.
frmest Thompson Seton and George Grinnell knew many Indi-
msand their cultures and did incorporate what they regarded as

- indian practices into the early conservation movement.*?

I'he other school of interpretation which contends that

"Wilbur R. Jacobs, “The White Man's Frontier in American History: The Impact upon
“ Land and the Indian,” in Dispossessing the American Indian: Indians and Whites on the
“saial Frontier, by Wilbur R. Jacobs (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1972), 1930,
##!“The Great Dispoilation: Environmental Themesin American Frontier History,” Pa-
# Historical Review, XLVII (1978), 1-26. For another example, see Christopher Vecsey,
imerican Indian Environmental Religions,” in Christopher Vecsey and Robert W Ven-
wies, eds., American Indian Environments: Ecological Issues in Native American Flistory (Syra-

sese, N.Y.: Syracuse University Press, 1980). See also J. Donald Hughes, American Indian

. Toohgy (E] Paso: Texas Western Press, 1983); Calvin Martin, Keepers of the Game: Indian
- twmal Relationships in the Fur Trade (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California
- e 1978); Adrian Turner, Bringing Home Animals: Religious Ideology and Mode of Produc-

wn of the Mistassini Cree Hunters (New York: St. Martins Press, 1979). For a critique of

E “unin's book, see Shepard Krech 111, ed., Indians, Animals, and the Fur Trade: A Critique of
§ ‘~tvrsof the Game (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1981). A recent attempt to ex-

s#um current development on the Navajo reservation in light of Navajo beliefs is Philip

¢ denas's Mother Earth, Father Sky, and Economic Development: Navaho Resources and Thewr Use

thuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1981). The article by Cornell is forthcom-
smthe Environmental Review. For a more extensive evaluation of the literature on Indi-

ind the environment, see Richard White, “Native Americans and the Environment,”
' R.Swagerty, ed., Scholarsand the Indian Experience (Bloomington: Indiana University
1, 1984), 179-204.
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thought about nature, whether literary, political, or scient
merely reflects larger cultural currents faces weaknesses of #
own. It is perhaps a more sophisticated view of the past, butits |
one which does not promise to reveal much about the human
lationship to the rest of nature. Nature and the environment ub
mately form only a minor part in the analysis. They are mere*
mirrors reflecting the society which views nature, thinks about #
and adopts policies concerning it. Attitudes toward wildernes §
tell us about the American mind; the purpose of looking at cos
servation battles in Colorado is “to provide a look into the tur
of-the-century American mind.” Scientific ideas on ecology "

. more closely interwoven with the general fabric of though
than is commonly supposed.” This is a relativist, historics
stance basic to the newer intellectual history, the merits of why §
are not the issue here. What is more germane is that physs §
nature in this literature becomes peculiarly passive and ina
mate. The powerful mistress of the determinists disappears im
a hall of mirrors where we see, not her, but rather changsg
reflections of our own cultural progress.?’

Both of these approaches are ultimately unsatisfying becaw §
neither fully engages the complexity of history itself. The seat §
for absolute values dead-ends because of its refusal to put e
ronmental thought within a broader cultural context and its te*
dency to treat history as a sort of intellectual scavenger hunt fre
which one returns with useful ideas for our time. The histone
position is weak because in its attempt to understand the humis
relationship to the rest of nature, it only approaches one aspect#
the relationship. It starts from the reasonable premise that ind &
vidual thought is not independent but arises from a deeper c#
tural and social mileu and reflects that mileu. Thought aboutrs §
ture, in the end, only reflects other cultural values. The resul
however, is often cultural solipsism since humans never see i+ §
ture; all they see is themselves. Nothing is really explainet §
Changed thought about nature is explained by referring tooth= §
larger, and usually unexplained, changes in society. Carriedtom |
extreme, environmental history loses its subject since the e &

30The reference to the American mind refers to Nash, Wilderness and the Amencan ¥us : .
The quotes, in order, are from McCarthy, Hour of Trial, 4, and Worster, Nature's Ecores +
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ronment and policies only reflect other aspects of the larger soci-
etv. Ultimately environmental history as purely intellectual or po-
hitical history must vanish back into the fields which gave it birth
and on which it relies for explanations of its subject matter. Intel-
lectual and political history may be environmental history’s par-
ents, but they are, by themselves, unable to nurture it.*

Environmental history has sustained itself by widening its con-
cerns and reengaging its analysis with changes in the natural
world. Donald Worster’s Nature’s Economy is a good example of
how what initially seems a purely intellectual history expands to
mclude a fuller array of subjects. Natures Economy occupies itself
with the results of human actions on the environment as well as
human thought about it. Worster’s discussion of grasslands ecol-
ogy, for example, is placed firmly in the context of the disastrous
dust storms of the 1930s. Nature was not just something being
thought about; it was the sum of natural processes which altered
»nd changed human lives. Ecology was, after all, not just a philo-
wphical system; it was also an attempt to describe the workings
of natural systems.??

Ronald Tobey has carried this approach even further in his re-
cent Saving the Prairies, which concerns the same Clementian
whool of grasslands ecology with its theory of ecological succes-
son leading to a nearly perfectly adapted climax formation. Ecol-
ogv, Tobey insists, is not an aspect of romantic preservationism,
butrather is “derived from utilitarian and scientific problems.” To-
hev puts scientific ecology within both a social and natural frame-
work. Like Nature’s Economy, this is still intellectual history, but To-
bev's volume is of the newer chastened sort. Although both Tobey
md Worster reject positivism and call on social explanations for
the origin and evolution of grasslands ecology, Tobey operates on

- amore detailed and less cosmic plane than Worster. He stays away

from the sweeping comparisons with Turnerian theory and the

""Donald Worster is the historian who most frankly addresses the problem of trying to
sxtract ethical standards from studies of nature. He does not deny the possibility. Al-
though he hedges his suggestion with qualifications, he suggests in Natures Economy that
“cientist and moralist might together explore a potential union of their concerns; might
wek a set of empirical facts with ethical meaning, a set of moral truths” (p. 338). See also
fonald Worster, “History as Natural History: An Essay on Theory and Method,” Pacific
Ytonieal Review, LTI (1984), 1-19.
"Worster, Nature’s Economy, 205—253.



318 PACIFIC HISTORICAL REVIEW

sometimes merely metaphoric connections with social change thr
Worster employs. The connections Tobey advances are narrower
more demonstrable, and often quantifiable. Professional relation
ships, verifiable intellectual influences, and political loyalties ex
plain the success of the theory while its fall results from the pum

melling the Dust Bowl gave Clementian theory even while # §

simultaneously opened up new opportunities for Clements an
his students as managers of the grasslands.??
How fruitful such attempts to link up an understanding o

scientific thinking, environmental change, and social change car |

be is demonstrated in a series of works on a relatively narros
topic: insecticides. Thomas Dunlap’s DDT and John Perkins's /»
sects, Experts and the Insecticide Crisis examine changes in the naty
ral world as well as the human thought and policies which helped
produce them. In both works the reciprocal influences of env:
ronmental change, social change, and political action emerge
Perkins’s account of the economic, cultural, social, and environ
mental influences which have determined why and how insec:
cides are used is particularly incisive. In combination with James
Whorton's Before Silent Spring, a study which covers the pre-DDI
era, these books have created a model of how the evolution of:
particular environmental problem can be studied.?*

The work of Perkins and Dunlap is an example of the reeme
gence of an older environmental history where the ecological ané
social consequences of human-induced changes in the natur¥
world serve not as a background to a largely intellectual or poli:
cal history, but rather are moved to the foreground as the s«
stance of the history itself. This history owes much to Jame
Malin, but his relationship to it is a complex one. Malin some
times seems the Lazarus of American historians; for the last des
ade so many scholars have been trying to resurrect his scholark
reputation that it is perhaps time for someone to point out thx
the tomb is empty. Malin’s reputation has long ago risen. Repex

33Ronald Tobey, Saving the Prairies: The Life Cycle of the Founding School of American Fes
Ecology, 18951955 (Berkeley and Los Angeles, University of California Press, 19811

*John H. Perkins, Insects, Experts, and the Insecticide Crisis: The Quest for New Pest Maxsg
ment Strategies (New York: Plenum Press, 1982); Thomas R. Dunlap, DDT: Scientist:, © #
zens and Public Policy (Princeton, N_].: Princeton University Press, 1981); James Whort=
Before Silent Spring: Pesticides and Public Health in pre—DDT America (Princeton,
Princeton University Press, 1974).
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edly cited, usually with fulsome praise, his The Grassland of North
fmericais probably more read today than during his lifetime, an
m excellent collection of his essays has just been reissued.?

Malin has his heirs, but many of them are often ambivalent
about his legacy. Malin used revolutionary techniques in scholar-
ship to buttress reactionary social conclusions. Hostile to social
and environmental planning, Malin has become the unlikely pro-
genitor of a group of scholars identified with the environmen-
tal movement and who often advocate the planning that Malin
despised.

Perhaps, the best example of Malin's complicated legacy can be
seen in Donald Worster’s Dust Bowl, one of several recent volumes
on the Dust Bowl and clearly one of the best volumes in the recent
flowering of environmental history. Worster, who strongly cri-
nqued Malin in his Nature’s Economy, took him on again in Dust
Bowl. Worster’s book is in many ways the kind of study that Malin
pioneered: interdisciplinary and concerned with the reciprocal
mfluences of nature and society. The lessons that Malin and Wor-
ster drew from the American experience in the grasslands, how-
ever, differed profoundly. Malin attacked New Deal planning;
Worster arraigned capitalism. Yet as Worster recognized, Malin
had already asked the significant questions and pointed out the
agnificant issues. What were the implications of ecology not only
forsouthern plains farming, but also for the larger economic cul-
ture controlling the land? Malin, like Worster, argued that the
rcology and the larger economic culture were irreconcilable.
Malin, in the older tradition of a powerful and resilient nature,
thought the plains were strong enough to recover without mod-
rrn ecological management. He lavished his concern on what he
regarded as the tender shoot of laissez-faire individu-
ihsm that was threatened by planning in the name of nature.
Worster focused his analysis on a powerful, destructive capitalism
ind its economic culture as the root cause of an environmental
iisis that threatened both land and people. Worster’s analysis is
the more compelling, particularly in comparison to what amounts
warearguing of a political position close to Malin's in Paul Bon-

" = .4 = ~ . . o § » & g
T'he collection edited by Swierenga, History and Ecology contains a bibliography of
Wilinswork and a fine essay on his scholarship.
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nifield’s study of the Dust Bowl. Bonnifield reduces the Dust Bow!
to a temporary technical maladjustment which was aggravated b
a perverse weather cycle. He contends that the social conse
quences have been grossly exaggerated and that resolute farmers
corrected the problems despite misguided government programs
Nevertheless, Malin still emerges well from any comparison te
these later works on the grassland. He first framed the problem
and recognized its significance. His analysis of the failings of Cle
mentian ecology was in many respects correct, and his account of
the Indian and early white use of the Great Plains is far more so,
phisticated than most studies which came later.*® :

Worster’s Dust Bowl marked the full reemergence of studies b
historians who examined the relationship between social and en
vironmental change. The long absence of historians from the
field had left such concerns pretty firmly in the hands of histon
cal geographers. From Carl Sauer through Andrew Hill Clark e
Donald Meinig, the influence of humans on the landscape ha
remained a central concern of historical geography. These stud
ies tended in the 1960s to be regional in focus. Clark produced
his artful study of Nova Scotia while Meinig turned out some
times massive tomes on the Pacific Northwest, Texas, and the
Southwest. On the surface, Meinig’s books might appear to b
conventional regional histories, but beneath his sometime:
numbing description lurked his major concern: the transforma
tion of the land. He stressed the way in which humans have
fluenced “every foot of ground,” and the cultural baggage which
for better or worse, had so often influenced land use.?”

3 Donald Worster, Dust Bow!: The Southern Plains in the 1930s (New York: Oxford Unme
sity Press, 1979); R. Douglas Hurt, The Dust Bowl: An Agricultural and Social History (Ch
cago: Nelson-Hall, 1981); Mathew Paul Bonnifield, The Dust Bowl: Men, Dirt, and Dess
sion (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1979). For Malin's attack on planny
see, “Space and History: Reflections on the Closed-Space Doctrines of Turner and Ms
kinder,” in Malin, History and Ecology, 68— 84.

37A good selection of Sauer’s work is contained in his Land and Life, edited by Jot
Leighly (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1969). For examples
Andrew Hill Clark’s work, see Acadia: The Geography of Early Nova Scotia to 1760 (Madies
University of Wisconsin Press, 1968) and Three Centuries and the Island: A Historical Geees
phy of Settlement and Agriculture in Prince Edward Island, Canada (Toronto: Universits «
Toronto Press, 1959). For Donald Meinig, see his The Great Columbia Plain: A Hitorxs
Geography, 1805 —1910 (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1968), Southwest: Three s
ples in Geographical Change, 1600-1970 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1971), Imperss
Texas: An Interpretive Essay in Cultural Geography (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1%
The quote is from The Great Columbia Plain, 468.
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As historians rekindled their own interests, they and the his-
wrical geographers have turned out a new generation of local
studies which draw on this scholarship even as they differ from it
m significant ways. The newer studies are more concerned with
the consequences of the environmental changes humans had
wrought. The rationale behind many of these works seems to be
thata small, relatively isolated region can provide an almost lab-
oratory example of social and environmental change at work. My
own Land Use, Environment, and Social Change studies a county in
western Washington from Salish Indian occupation uatil the
1940s. William Preston’s Vanishing Landscapes took basically the
same approach to the Tulare Lake Basin in California. Roughly
amilar books have appeared on the Tahoe Lake Basin, early
nineteenth-century New Brunswick, and the Sonoran desert.
Unfortunately, few of these studies have been informed by the
others.?®

Other recent books have adopted a larger regional focus. Two
of the most prominent of these are William Cronon’s Changes in
e Land and Albert Cowdrey’s This Land, This South. Cronon’s
work is the most successful of the two because he limits his history
0 colonial New England, and focuses his comparison fairly pre-
cisely on the differing ways Indians and whites shaped the land
ind the consequences of their actions for each society. Cowdrey,
on the other hand, takes in the entire South. Although he com-
piles an interesting series of descriptions and vignettes (instruc-
tive dramas he calls them at one point), the cumulative impact
« merely that of a series of snapshots of the changing South
nined by broadly sketched explanations of the change.?® Robin
Doughty’s Wildlife and Man in Texas is a more narrowly focused
audy which still suffers from problems similar to Cowdrey's. The

"Richard White, Land Use, Environment, and Social Change: The Shaping of Island County,
#eshington (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1980); William L. Preston, Vanishing
mdscapes: Land and Life in the Tulare Lake Basin (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of

difornia Press, 1981); Douglas H. Strong, Tahoe: An Environmental History (Lincoln: Uni-
=ity of Nebraska Press, 1984); Graeme Wynn, Timber Colony: A Historical Geography of
“wrly Nineteenth Century New Brunswick (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1981):
stenry . Dobyns, From Fire to Flood: Historic Human Destruction of Sonoran Desert Riverine
s (Socorro, N.M.: Ballena Press, 1981).

"William Cronon, Changes in the Land: Indians, Colonists, and the Ecology of New England
New York: Hill and Wang, 1983); Albert E. Cowdrey, This Land, This South: An Environ-
=nial History (Lexington: University of Kentucky Press, 1983). The quote is from p. 127.
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often anecdotal evidence cannot always support the book’s con
clusions. Other regions have been the subject of two collections«
essays: the first, on the Great Plains, is a conscious attempt to taks

an ecosystem perspective, and the second covers the Great Lak~ £

Forest. As is common in such collections, there is some trouble

getting the essays to form a coherent whole, but Frederii |

Luebke’s excellent introductory essay for the Great Plains vo!
ume gives that book a unity it would otherwise lack.*’

The problem facing scholars making either regional or log
environmental studies is, as Graeme Wynn points out in his T
ber Colony, that no matter how carefully bounded in place and
time local studies are, they involve processes which originated »
and involved much larger areas and groups of people. Histors

provides few laboratories. Increasing the scale only magnifiesthe §

problem. The region cannot explain its own development or
count for the processes that affect it, as Cronon acknowledges =
eventually putting his study in the context of a global capital
economy.*!

Again and again local and regional studies must resort to ex
planations which transcend the immediate material under cor
sideration. In much of the literature interpretations of huma»
impact on the North American environment over the last fre
hundred years depend on two broadly simultaneous processe
the expansion of western Europeans with their plants, anima*
and diseases to other portions of the globe and the rise of capit+
ism and with it a world economy. Environmental historians
not argue that before European contact the environment was he
yond human manipulation; what they do argue is that once con
tact took place, the invasion of exotic microbes, plants, and an
mals, along with entanglement of native peoples in a developin
world economy, came to have an increasingly important effect =

**Doughty, Wildlife and Man in Texas; Blouet and Luebke, eds., The Great Plains: En:e
ment and Culture; Susan L. Flader, ed., The Great Lakes Forest: An Environmental and ‘=
History (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1983). Also pertinent here is Ps
O. Wacker, The Cultural Geography of Eighteenth Century New Jersey (Trenton: New Jers

Historical Commission, 1975). Other regional studies are content with chronwiis

the changes in the environment; they make little attempt to look at reciprocal influes
See Raymond Dasmann, California’s Changing Environment (San Francisco: Bovd s
Fraser, 1981).

'Wynn, Timber Colony, 10; Cronon, Changes in the Land, 160—170.
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shaping the North American landscape and its peoples. This is
mapproach I took in my recent study of the destruction of three
Native American subsistence systems: The Roots of Dependency.
sich assertions can, of course, lead to the same trap that con-
fronts intellectual histories of environmental thought: if the use
of the environment and changes in it simply reflects something
¢lse, then environmental history loses its subject. The newer his-
wries avoid this dilemma by resorting to neither economic nor
hiological determinism but rather the reciprocal influences oper-
iting between human society and the natural world. The land
often produced unforeseen consequences for the society that al-
tered it. 42

Alfred Crosby made perhaps the earliest and one of the clear-
sststatements of the often unforeseen reciprocal influences oper-
iting between social and natural systems in his Columbian Ex-
hange. Crosby effectively traced the environmental
onsequences of contact among Europeans, Africans, and the
neoples of Indian America. Yet as important a synthesis of the
savironmental aspects of contact as Crosby’s book was, it re-
mained, in some ways, too biological. The social and cultural
ontext of contact was too sketchy. Biology sometimes seemed to
'*termine history. Such an emphasis was certainly understand-
ble given the nature of the material Crosby confronted: the dra-
aatic depopulation of Indian America from European diseases
“wwhich Indian peoples had no resistance and the spread of pre-
vously localized plants and animals all over the world. Biology
wemed the crucial fact of history, and a school of historical de-
mographers, of whom Henry Dobyns is the most noted practi-
noner, has asserted this in terms far more forceful than Crosby's.
\lthough there is no denying this massive population decline,
Dobyns’s in his recent Their Number Become Thinned pushes pre-
Columbian populations to dubious heights. The new figures are
‘ased on shaky inferences from partial data. Dobyns makes the

"The literature on Indian alteration and shaping of the landscape is considerable. For
+hecussion of some of it, see White, “Native Americans and the Environment,” 181182
‘er also Richard White, The Roots of Dependency: Subsistence, Environment and Social Change
tsang the Choctaws, Pawnees, and Navahos (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1983).
#ar the problem of determinism and reciprocal influences, see Cronon, Changes in the

md, 9-15.
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decline too uniform while he oversimplifies its causes. Croshs
meanwhile, has modified his own view in an extremely impor
tant but neglected article. He presents population decline a
the result of a complex interplay of social and environmentd
factors.*?

Perhaps the best example of the ramifications of European m:
gration on natural systems and the deep connections between
cultural and natural change can be seen in Stephen Pyne’s Firen
America. Pyne’s book is in many ways flawed: repetitive, tenden
tious in some of the claims it makes for the influence of fire onthe
environment, and sometimes crude in its social analysis. Itis alsa

however, sweeping, innovative, and, most of all, insistent on the §

complex interplay between natural and cultural forces. Pyne
makes fire a cultural phenomenon. How fire behaves and what
consequences are depend not only on natural systems but alsoon
cultural systems with their domesticated crops and animals, with
the meaning they attach to fire, with their understanding of hox
fire behaves, and with their ability to set or control it. Pyne per
forms the impressive feat of giving what seems a constant natur¥
phenomenon a history. The movement of peoples, the creatior
of landscapes, and changes in natural phenomena all are inter
twined.**

Pyne’s success in demonstrating the cultural elements of natw
ral processes is part of a wider trend in examining the creationof
postcontact landscapes. Pyne took what might have been a sim-

ple resource study of forests or grasslands, where the only history §

would have been changing policies and attitudes toward naturs
systems, and reinterpreted his subject in such a way as to makeit:
dynamic whole. In a quieter way the same kind of change »
reflected in other resource studies. Studies of land policy, forex
ample, have been a staple of the history of western America since
the nineteenth century. Such works comprise a formidable liters

Alfred W. Crosby, Jr., The Columbian Exchange: Biological and Cultural Consequenes %
1492 (Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1972); Henry F. Dobyns, Their Number Becos
Thinned: Native Amervican Population Dynamics in Eastern North America (Knoxville: Unves
sity of Tennessee Press, 1983); Alfred W. Crosby, Jr., “Virgin Soil Epidemics as a Factor #
the Aboriginal Depopulation in America,” William and Mary Quarterly, XXXIII (197%
289-299.

*Stephen J. Pyne, Fire in America: A Cultural History of Wildland and Rural Fire (Prives
ton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1982).
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ture: lucid, precise, and comprehensive. The environmental con-
cerns of such works were, however, limited. William Wyant has
attempted to remedy this in a recent popular book on public
lands, Westward in Eden, by appending a series of current environ-
mental concerns and developments onto the framework pro-
vided by the older studies, but the result is derivative and disap-
pointing.*>

Far more successful have been studies that attempt to interpret
the landscape created by human actions as cultural and social
artifacts in and of themselves. Hildegard Binder Johnson's Order
Upon the Land focuses on the results of the application of the rec-
fangular survey on the upper Mississippi Valley. Although a
purely cultural artifact—the rectangular survey—forms the fo-
cus of the book, the actual results in the landscape can only be
understood by looking at the complex interplay between nature
and culture. More ambitious is John Stilgoe’s Common Landscape of
America. Stilgoe, beginning his study with the European experi-
ence in creating landscapes, examines the economic, environ-
mental, cultural, and social influences which created the com-
mon American landscapes before 1845. Although the book
sometimes teeters toward antiquarianism and offers generaliza-
tions for which the factual basis is dubious, it does a good job of
indicating how complex the factors were which led to the crea-
tion of specific landscapes and the depth of meaning these land-
s«capes could have for their inhabitants. ¢

Among the factors shaping Stilgoe’s landscapes was the second
large process at issue here: the expansion of capitalism and the
world economy. Differentiating economic processes from the
other ways in which Europeans with their biological and cultural

“For the older land studies, see Vernon Carstensen, ed., The Public Lands: Studies in the
History of the Public Domain (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1962); Paul W. Gates,
Hutory of Public Land Law Development (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office,
1968); Roy Robbins, Qur Landed Heritage: The Public Domain, 1776 —1936 (Princeton, NJ.:
Princeton University Press, 1942). Among the more recent works, see William K. Wyant,
Westward in Eden: The Public Lands and the Conservation Movement (Berkeley and Los An-
geles: University of California Press, 1982). For a recent disappointing study of New Deal
tind-use planning, see Marion Clawson, New Deal Planning: The National Resources Plan-
#mg Board (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1981),

""Hildegard Binder Johnson, Order Upon the Land: The U.S. Rectangular Land Survey and
e Upper Mississippi Country (New York: Oxford University Press, 1976): John Stilgoe,
fommon Landscape of America, 1580 to 1845 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1982).
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baggage shaped North America is necessarily somewhat arh:
trary, and many historians seem reluctant to address economi
issues directly. To do so invites charges of reductionism and eco
nomic determinism. Historians such as Worster and Cronon, who
emphasize the impact either of capitalism or the world economs
attempt to defuse such charges by insisting that capitalism itself
must be understood not only as an economic system but also asa
cultural system which posits basic relationships between human
beings and nature. Their analyses, whatever their faults, are no
examples of simple economic determinism. +

In much of the literature the issue of the relationship between
economic organization and environmental change remains im-
plicit. This is particularly true in the studies of water which form
a thriving segment of current environmental history. In the west:
ern United States water rather than land has emerged a the criti
cal resource in twentieth-century economic development, but
where students of the environmental results of land policy had
literature developed over nearly a century to draw upon, scholars
studying water had to start almost from scratch. Much of the basic
history of water policy in the American Southwest has been done
by Norris Hundley, not only in his Water and the West, a study of the
Colorado River Compact, but also in a series of recent articles on
Indian water rights. A broader but less detailed survey of the de-
velopment of western water law is available in Robert Dunbar
Forging New Rights in Western Waters. In both Hundley and Dunbar
water rights are explained not as static legal doctrines but as evolv-
ing legal systems contrived out of experiment and compromise in
order to further economic development.*®

*7See Cronon, Changes in the Land, 159—170; Worster, Dust Bowl, 3— 8.

*®*Norris Hundley, jr., Water and the West: The Colorado River Compact and the Politics of Watr
in the American West (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1975
Hundley, Dividing the Waters: A Century of Controversy Between the United States and Meves
(Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1966); Hundley, “The Dart
and Bloody Ground of Indian Water Rights: Confusion Elevated to Principle,” Westr
Historical Quarterly, 1X (1978), 155—182; Hundley, “The Winter’s Decision and Indus
Water Rights: A Mystery Reexamined,” Western Historical Quarterly, X111 (1983), 17-4!
Robert G. Dunbar, Forging New Rights in Western Waters (Lincoln: University of Nebrasts
Press, 1983); Clayton R. Koppes, “Public Waters, Private Land: Origins of the Acreage
Limitation Controversy, 1938—1953." Pacific Historical Review, XLVII (1978), 6076
Donald J. Pisani, “The Strange Death of the California-Nevada Compact: A Study in In
terstate Water Negotiations,” thid., XLVII (1978), 637—658; Pisani, “State vs. Nation: Fe
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Behind these legal battles over water has been the question of
economic allocation: who gets it, why, and for what? Since west-
ern water is a finite, often scarce, resource its use represents o
rero sum game: those who secure it do so at the expense of othe:
claimants. Not only that, but those who use the vast aquifers of
the West do so only by threatening the eventual exhaustion of the
aquifers themselves. Water development, therefore, involves
combat between alternative users and uses, environmental alter-
ations, social changes as water is removed from one region and
brought to another, and the threat of eventual depletion as water
isdrawn from underground aquifers faster than it is replaced. In
water development the connections between social and environ
mental change are thus particularly stark, and Donald Pisani,
his recent From Family Farm to Agribusiness, has done a fine job o
tracing the hopes for and social implications of irrigation in Cal
fornia as it shifted from a means of transforming society into
bulwark of the agricultural establishment. His work joins th
careful essays of Lawrence B. Lee as basic reading in the field.*”

It is only recently that the suggestion has been seriously macl:
in the West that water is best left where it is both to preserve an
existing ecosystem and to provide recreation. Itis a view that has
prevented the development of sections of some major western
rivers although the battle that has received the most detailed at-
tention is one that preservationists lost. Tim Palmer’s Stanislaus:
I'he Stuggle for a River is a journalistic account of the controversv
over the eventual damming of the Stanislaus River. Often affect-
edly folksy and too detailed, the book is still a useful examination
of the two positions and a good account of how grass-roots envi-
ronmental campaigns are organized and mounted.?”

eral Reclamation and Water Rights in the Progressive Era,” ibid, L1 (1982), 265289
Wallace Stegner, Beyond the Hundredth Meridian: John Wesley Powell and the Opening of the Wit
(Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1954) still deserves mention here.

“Donald J. Pisani, From the Family Farm to Agribusiness: The Irrigation Crusade in California
md the West, 18501931 (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1984);
tawrence B. Lee, “Environmental Implications of Governmental Reclamation in Cali-
fornia,” Agricultural History, XLIX (1975), 223-230, and Lee, “William Ellsworth Smythe
and the Irrigation Movement: A Reconsideration,” Pacific Historical Review, XLI (1972),
289-311.

*"Tim Palmer, Stanislaus: The Struggle for a River (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University
of California Press, 1982). Elmo Richardson gives extensive coverage to the Echo Park
dam battle in his Dams, Parks, and Politics.
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Preservationist/development battles over water go back to
Hetch Hetchy, but even older are the battles between different
types of development. In a major study that looks to the east and
a state which seemed plagued by too much rather than too little
water, Nelson Blake has written a fine book on water manage-
ment in Florida: Land into Water, Water into Land. Blake works st
multaneously and instructively with three themes: how and whs
water was brought under human control and the results of thison
Florida’s environment; how development schemes reflect battles
among various interest groups, and how such schemes fit into the
larger economic and political evolution of Florida and the
United States. Blake shows how a changing economic and politi-
cal context has brought older engineering solutions into conflict
with ecological concerns and how environmental mismanage-
ment has transformed the problem from one of having too much
water to worries about both water quality and quantity. Together
with works on Los Angeles’s quest for water discussed earlier,
Blake’s book presents an excellent example of the environmental
ramifications of the endless search for economic growth.®

The specter often haunting this growth has been the fear of
resource depletion, and nowhere is this more apparent than in
the arid West's concern with water. The most immediate worry is
with the exhaustion of aquifers in the Southwest and the Grea
Plains, particularly the massive Ogallala aquifer. As Donald
Green explains in the best account of groundwater irrigation ina
single region, Land of Underground Rain, there developed in the
high plains of Texas a deep belief in technological solutions to
problems of aridity. Yet, as the aquifers have declined, no new
alternative has developed Charles Bowden's Killing the Hidden
Waters, which examines roughly the same reglon over a longer
time span, compares Indian land use with this mining of the aqui-
fers and predicts ultimate ecological and social disaster for the
region. More sanguine, but still critical of current development
on the high plains, is Morton Bittinger and Elizabeth Green's Yo
Never Miss the Water Till . . . (The Ogallala Story) which gives a brief
environmental and historical background to the current situa-

31Nelson M. Blake, Land into Water, Water into Land: A History of Water Management =
Florida (Tallahassee: University Presses of Florida, 1980). The books referred to earlier
are Kahrl, Water and Power, and Hoffman, Vision or Villainy.
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tion. None of these books, however, offers a convincing assess-
ment of how and why this seeming case of environmental suicide
might make sense to the participants within the larger context of
capitalism.?2

Fear of ultimate exhaustion is a less dramatic feature of studies
of renewable resources such as timber or grass, but here, too, de-
pletion has been a concern of historians. A recent collection,
(ilobal Deforestation and the Nineteenth-Century World Economy, at-
tempts to put forest destruction in its economic context. The two
articles on American forests, one by Thomas Cox on the Pacific
Northwest and one by Michael Williams on Ohio, point up the
complexity of this destruction. In Ohio subsistence farmers were
mitially responsible for destroying the forests, while in the Pacific
Northwest it was commercial loggers. William Voight's study of
the public grasslands of the western United States is less theoreti-
cally sophisticated than other studies discussed thus far. It hark-
ens in some ways back to the old Robber Baron literature, but it
does do a good job of examining the damage to the western range
and attempts by western stockowners to conduct a land grab af-
ter World War I11.5?

The rise of environmental regulations has in recent years pro-
vided a new context for the study of economic influences on the
environment. How in fact these regulations have been enacted,
enforced, and what their consequences have been has received
the best historical treatment thus far in Richard H.K. Vietor’s
hook on the coal industry: Environmental Politics and the Coal Coa-
htion. Vietor explains how changing economic organization has
contributed to the ability of coal producers and their allies to
blunt the impact of environmental regulations which seek to
force producers to assume more of the social costs of energy pro-
duction. He argues that pluralist models hardly describe a pro-
cess which, because it increasingly focuses on technical issues, fa-

*Donald E. Green, Land of the Underground Rain: Irrigation on the Texas High Plains,
M -1970 (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1973); Charles Bowen, Killing the Hidden
Waters (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1977); Morton W. Bittinger and Elizabeth B.
(ireen, You Never Miss the Water Till . .. (The Ogallala Story) (Littleton, Colo.: Water Re-
wurces Publications, 1980).

“Richard P. Tucker and ] F. Richards, eds., Global Deforestation and the Nineteenth-
'mlun World Economy (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 1983); William Voight, Jr.,

Public Grazing Lands: Use and Misuse by Industry and Government (New Brunswick, N.J.:
Rutgers University Press, 1976).
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As Melosi and several of the authors in his collection of es-
says make clear, the connection between pollution and health has
been particularly central to the development of urban environ-
mentalism. Originally founded on faulty science—the miasma
theory—the connection has nonetheless remained strong. Stud-
ies of public health have allowed a fruitful merger between the
concerns of environmental historians and medical historians: in-
deed, the line between public health and environmental history
can be so hazy that it is hard to know how to classify books such as
Judith Leavitt's excellent The Healthiest City. As Leavitt shows, ini-
tially many believed there was no necessary contradiction be-
tween urban concerns with public health and the desire for eco-
nomic growth. Environmental reformers convincingly argued
that there could be no real and lasting growth in cities like Mil-
waukee until the appalling death rates of nineteenth-century
urban America were brought down and a decent environment
guaranteed. Bringing it down, however, involved changes in the
organization of the city and its economy. Reciprocal influences
between the environment and society operated as fully in the city
aselsewhere.>® ' ‘

The concern with the connections between health and pollu-
tion forms the starting point for a recent interpretation of mod-
ern environmentalism, Risk and Culture, by Mary Douglas and
Aaron Wildavsky.>” The theme of their book is revealed in two
questions: Why out of the whole array of dangers facing contem-
porary Americans, do they emphasize certain ones? Why do they
choose environmental dangers, particularly dangers t6 henhﬁ.
when by most statistical measurements Americans are now
healthier than they have ever been before? The choice of risk,
the authors argue, is socially selected; it is a reflection of the soci-
ety in which people make the choice, and more than that, people

vors corporate coalitions which possess the resources necessary
to dominate in such a forum.?*

In most of the literature discussed thus far urban environmen-
tal issues have received little attention, yet in many ways both
modern environmentalism and the economic influences shaping
the environment flow from urban sources. Although today the
environmental and political problems of pollution and overcon-
gestion dominate popular attention at least as much as concerns
over wilderness or natural resource policy, these problems, as
Martin Melosi has been pointing out for several years, have re-
ceived little attention from historians. Melosi himself has done
much to correct this situation both in his Garbage in the Cities:
Refuse, Reform, and the Environment, 18801980 and in a fine col-
lection of essays that he has edited, Pollution and Reform in Amen-
can Cities, 1870 —-1930. In Melosi’'s work several themes already
discussed come together in a new context which has the potentia’
for significantly altering interpretations of environmentalism
and its origins. Concern with health and the aesthetics of every-
day life are a current of urban environmentalism which goes back
to the late nineteenth century. Concerns with air, water, noise.
and solid waste pollution form the basis of this environmental-
ism, and if efforts to solve such problems did not rock capitalism.
they did raise serious questions about the actual benefits of the
unrestrained free market. They brought into question the sanc-
tity of private ownership and how social costs were allocated in
the economy. They spurred the drive for public regulation. Man-
aging the urban environment became a necessity and provided
both an impetus for the rise of professional managers and an
arena for conflicting pressure groups. Women played a particu-
larly significant role in this since existing ideologies of domesticits
legitimized their concern with urban environmental problems
Being “municipal housekeepers” seemed a logical extension of
their existing cultural roles.?® B

\lso, see Carolyn Merchant, ed., “Women and Environmental History,” a special issue of
Environmental Review, V111 (1984), which points out the paucity of research on the part
women have played in conservation organizations.

‘i[udilh Walzer Leavitt, The Healthiest City: Milwaukee and the Politics of Health Reform
{Princeton, N_J.: Princeton University Press, 1982). Also, see Alfred Croshy, Jr., Epidemic
md Peace, 1918 (Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1976). l

*"Mary Douglas and Aaron Wildavsky, Risk and Culture: An Essay on the Selection of Toch-
malogical and Environmental Dangers (Berkelev and Los Angeles, University of California
Press, 1983). ’ ' ’

54Richard H.K. Vietor, Environmental Politics and the Coal Coalition (College Station
Texas A & M University Press, 1980).

**Martin V. Melosi, ed., Pollution and Reform in American Cities, 18701930 (Austin: Un:
versity of Texas Press, 1980); Melosi, Garbage in the Cities: Refuse, Reform, and Environme
1880 -1980 (College Station: Texas A & M University Press, 1981). For municipal hous
keeping, see Suellen M. Hoy, “Municipal Housekeeping: The Role of Women in Impre
ing Urban Sanitation Practices, 1880-1917," in Melosi, ed., Pollution and Reform, 173~ 1%
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who occupy different social positions within a society will chooe
to emphasize different risks. The current emphasis on environ
mental dangers is the result of the development of what they ca!
sectarianism. Sectarians are utopians committed to humar
goodness, to equality, to purity of heart and mind. The dangen
to their ideal are worldliness and conspiracy, and sectarians

themselves tend to be intolerant and committed to drastic solw- ‘
tions. The rise in influence of the sectarians is the result of s §

complex historical pattern of social changes.”
Environmentalism for Douglas and Wildavsky is a social mask
Environmental problems are not the cause of the environmentalis

critique; they are an excuse for it. A cultural predisposition t» &

criticize and attack the social order comes first. Such an arge
ment imposes some burdens on the authors. The reader need:
evidence of the existence and influence of this cultural predispe
sition, and beyond that, an account of its origins. The author
provide none of this. Their case for the environmentalists as ser
tarians (a concept so flexible that it could fit almost any group #
some moment) is built on arbitrary and dubious cultural anale
gies. The account of the cultural origins of environmentalism &
based on an historical analysis which is innocent not only of cur

rent work in environmental history but also of recent work i | 4

American history in general. The historical sections are, mere:
fully, as brief as they are bad. If this were done in the older ahs
torical style of the social sciences, it would be understandable

here making the result silly and embarassing.

In the end, Douglas and Wildavsky create a parody of the ems
ronmental movement. At times they recognize its internal divw
sions and diversity, but successes are attributed to their sectarians
The evidence offered for this in the last chapters is quite selectre
and is presented without any attempt at historical context. Ther

substance of depth achieved even in good journalism. Compares

to John McPhee’s treatment of Brower in Conversations with v &

Archdruid, Douglas and Wildavsky's book is a cartoon. Similark
Joseph Sax’s analysis of the same people who are Risk and Cultu
sectarians has a subtlety missing here. This simplicity comes more
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from a lack of research than from any desire to deceive. The long
ind detailed literature on the growth and evolution of environ-
mentalism, on environmental regulation, on the integration of en-
vironmentalists into the bureacracy as professionals, on the back-

. ¢round of health concerns in urban environmentalism, is largely
* gnored. Even on Douglas and Wildavsky’s chosen grounds of risk
L ssessment, their own sanguine evaluations of actual danger are
- wulnerable to the analysis of new technologies and risk assessment
. that Charles Perrow makes in Normal Accidents. Historians have to
| be ayare of the strong cultural influences involved in assessments
L of environmental risks, but determining such influences demands

1depth of research and an explanation of the complexity of histor-
«al change missing in Risk and Culture.®®

Other social-science literature on the environment differs
markedly from Risk and Culture, but not always for the better.
Douglas and Wildavsky’s emphasis on the primacy of culture,
oddly enough, is exceptional in the environmental research of an-
thropology. Until recently, most of this literature has reflected
sither the sometimes bald functionalism of the cultural ecolo-
psts or a variety of cultural materialism. The first reduces hu-
man society to a series of just so stories—impossibly convoluted
md disguised adaptations to the land and climate. The second
ffers a human history that often follows a simple formula of
overpopulation and consequent environmental deterioration,
which is arrested or overcome by a technological fix that allows

but history forms part of the underpinnings of the argumen : ‘ the whole process to begin again on a new level. Yet this literature

should not leave historians feeling smug. It has assets that much

.~ of environmental history lacks. It asks basic questions; it shares

theoretical concerns that allow various studies to inform and

. huild on one another. Although often reductionist, it does at-
¢ empt to explain clearly and methodically the interconnections

ketween environment and culture. This literature often lacks his-

is little nuance here. David Brower of Friends of the Earth, f« & 'rical context, but not always. When historically informed and

example, becomes little more than a cardboard target lackingthe §

free of its reductionist tendencies, anthropological scholars have

*John McPhee, Encounters with the Archdruid (Narratives About a Conservationist and Three
o e Natural Enemies) (New York: Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 1971). Also, see Sax, Moun-
wems Without Handrails; Charles Perrow, Normal Accidents: Living with High Risk Technologies

New York: Basic Books, 1984).
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provided environmental histories as good or better than thoe
that historians have produced. Seeds of Famine, a study of the root
of famine in West Africa’s Sahel, is a book that can teach histe
rians much about the writing of environmental history and the
complex relations that must be considered.??

Environmental historians are now at a stage where they need
to stand back and ask some basic questions about what they ar
doing. Recent work in the field, while renewing older concer
with the connections between environmental and social change
has also dramatically altered the place of nature in such studies
The classic treatments of Turner or Webb were almost celebra
tory in their accounts of how nature had disciplined and shape¢
us; the newer history is often a dirge on what we have done to the
land and the price we have paid for it. Yet just as environments
determinism in the end collapsed into a series of unsubstantiated
assertions about how landformes, soil, or climate had shaped hw
man institutions, so may the new scholarship end up as merely:
series of undemonstrated claims about the relationship between

society and the environment. Historians must find some wayt §

fix with care and precision the causes and consequences of the
changes that they study. Necessarily, this will mean interdiscip!
nary research. They must also attempt to determine the nature
of cultural attitudes toward the environment in the past, how
they evolved, and how they influenced action. They must notar
bitrarily pick out representative thinkers to whom influences arr
assigned. Similarly, historians must fully explore the political, so
cial, and economic contexts in which the environmental actions
and policies that influenced the environment took shape. Thes

**Richard W. Franke and Barbara H. Chasin, Seeds of Famine: Ecological Destruction e=
the Development Dilemma in the West African Sahel (Totowa, N.].: Allanheld, Osmun and
1980). Another example of a fine anthropological history is Stephen Gudeman, The
mise of a Rural Economy.: From Subsistence to Capitalism in a Latin American Village (Londes
Routledge-Kegan Paul, 1978). For some classics of cultural ecology, see Roy A. Rapps
port, Pigs for the Ancestors: Ritual in the Ecology of a New Guinea I’(:Uf)/(’ (New Haven: Y=
University Press, 1967); and Andrew P. Vayda, ed., Environment and Cultural Beharw
Ecological Studies in Cultural Anthropology (Garden City, N.Y.: Natural History Press, 1%
For an evaluation of cultural ecologists’ interpretations of American Indians, see Whs
“Native Americansand the Environment,” 184—189. For cultural materialism, see Marv=
Harris, Cultural Materialism: The Struggle for a Science of Cultures (New York: Randess
House, 1979) and his popular Cannibals and Kings: The Origins of Cultures (New York, Re=
dom House, 1977).
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must explain how priorities are set and whose intcre.s!s t'hc\'
wrve. Finally, before lamenting environmental deterioration,
historians must offer some definition of what healthy ecosystems
wre and what constitutes their decline. Much of this is being done
already, but it is being done unevenly and piecemea]."“
F,nvi/ronment.al history is, for the moment, more than a fad.
I'he concern with thought and policy that succeeded the C(.)llapse
of environmental determinism is no longer as dominant as itonce
was. This initial emphasis was understandable ;.md necessary, al-
though perhaps excessive. If, after all, the environment did not
thape human institutions, if instead, it was hum‘an culture and
matitutions which increasingly shaped the environment, .th.en
concern should center on human thought and human policies.
I'he problem was that in such a formulation nature sometimes
hecame little more than an intellectual construct. Nature .d()'es
not dictate, but physical nature does, at any given time, set limits
on what is humanly possible. Humans may think what they want;
thev cannot always do what they want, and not all they do turns
ont as planned. It is in the midst of this compromisec? and com-
slex situation—the reciprocal influences of a c‘hangmg nature
and a changing society—that environmental history must find

s home.

“For a recent evaluation of the field, see John Opie, “En\'imnmcnl;}l Hiﬂtnf y: Pitfalls
el Opportunities,” Environmental Review, V11 (1983), 8—16. See also Worster, “History as
“orural History,” 1-19.
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Dear Ivan,

Thank you for the nice words about the PNQ article. Yours is
the first word of praise thus far, although I am heading for the
Western History meeting next week where some of our fellow
practioners will likely have read it. Despite my grumbling about
her "playing" with my style, Carol Zabilski dces an excellent job
of editing. One bit of amusement: Carol said I was mimicking
your style with the use of the short delcarative or interogative
expression! Actually, my use of that form is a subconscious (?)
adoption of Bill Williams' style.

Glad to hear that the third of the trilogy is coming along
well. I hope the eye problem is abating to allow you to work
at your normal pace. Sometime before the year is out I hope to
make a trip to Seattle for a quick look at a few collections in the
UW library. If and when that comes about, perhaps we can have
lunch together.

I am leaving here this weekend for Laramie enroute to the
Western which is being held in Wichita this year. From Wichita
I am driving south to Dallas to spend a month in the DeGolyer
Library (at Southern Methodist University). The library awarded me
a small fellowship for a month's work at their place. It is
financially possible only because Karla's sister lives in Arlington.
In any event, that trip will pretty much close out the primary
research effort for the EMPIRE AND COLONY book.

The paper I am presenting in Wichita (Richard White and Dick
Lowitt commentors!) is intended as a long introductory chapter
for the book. Before leaving I will put a copy in the mail for
you. Did I tell you that it is under contract with the University
Press of Kansas?

Otherwise, all is well here. My oldest son is back in France
for another year, armed with a degree in French from the UO. He is
a delight, a blue-collar intellectual! His brother is getting
heavily into history at Penn State while finishing up a degree in
secondary education. Our children, Kelly and Aubrey, are 11 and 10
respectively, engaged in all kinds of sports and doing superbly
in school. Karla continues to work at the OSU Federal Credit
Union. If we can arrange a place for our children, she may fly
to Texas and drive back to Oregon with me.



The attached item comes courtesy of my Luddite friend on the
coast, Bill Williams. You of all people will be tickled to read
this! Bill is working on a novel, and despite my suggestions about
the ease of revising with a computer, he sticks to the pencil and
canary pad!

The Coos Bay book should be out any day--at least Lita
Tarver promised that it would be ready for the Western. Do you
realize that I finished this book more than four years ago? Never
again will I take anything to the UW Press.

Will you be at the Oregon Historical Society on December
4th for their annual author's party? I have been invited to be
present for the Coos Bay book.

Enough for now; I will get in touch when I return from the
land of "real" cowboys!
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[Declaration)]

AGAINST PCs

“Why I Am Not Going to Buy a Computer,” by
Wendell Berry, in the Autumn 1987 issue of
NER/BLQ. Berry’s novel Remembering is forth-
coming from North Point Press.

L ike almost everybody else, I am hooked to
the energy corporations, which I do not admire.
I hope to become less hooked to them. In my
work, I try to be as little hooked to them a$ pos-
sible. As a farmer, I do almost all of my work
with horses. As a writer, [ work with a pencil or
a pen and a piece of paper.

My wife types my work on a Royal standard
typewriter bought new in 1956, and as good
now as it was then. As she types, she sees things
that are wrong, and marks them with small
checks in the margins. She is my best critic be-
cause she is the one most familiar with my
habitual errors and weaknesses. She also under-
stands, sometimes better than I do, what ought
to be said. We have, I think, a literary cottage
industry that works well and pleasantly. I do not
see anything wrong with it.

A number of people, by now, have told me
that [ could greatly improve things by buying a
computer. My answer is that I am not going to
do it. I have several reasons, and they are good
ones.

The first is the one I mentioned at the begin-
ning. [ would hate to think that my work as a
writer could not be done without a direct depen-
dence on strip-mined coal. How could I write
conscientiously against the rape of nature if |
were, in the act of writing, implicated in the
rape? For the same reason, it matters to me that
my writing is done in the daytime, without elec-
tric light.

I do not admire the computer manufacturers a
great deal more than I admire the energy indus-
tries. [ have seen their advertisements, attempt-
ing to seduce struggling or failing farmers into
the belief that they can'solve their problems by
buying yet another piece of expensive equip-
ment. | am familiar with their propaganda cam-
paigns that have put computers into public.
schools that are in need of books. That comput-
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ers are expected to become as common as TV
sets in “the future” does not impress me or mat-
ter to me. 1 do not own a TV set. [ do not see
that computers are bringing us one step nearer to
anything that does matter to me: peace, economic
justice, ecological health, political honesty, fam-
ily and community stability, good work.

What would a computer cost me? More mon-
ey, for one thing, than I can afford, and more
than [ wish to pay to people whom I do not ad-
mire. But the cost would not be just monetary.
It is well understood that technological innova-
tion always requires the discarding of the “old
model”—the “old model” in this case being not
just our old Royal standard, but my wife, my
critic, my closest reader, my fellow worker.
Thus (and I think this is typical of present-day
technological innovation), what would be
superseded would be not only some thing, but
some body. In order to be technologically up-to-
date as a writer, I would have to sacrifice an as-
sociation that I am dependent upon and that I
treasure.

My final and perhaps my best reason for not
owning a computer is that I do not wish to fool
myself. I disbelieve, and therefore strongly re-
sent, the assertion that [ or anybody else could
write better or more easily with a computer than
with a pencil. I do not see why I should not be as
scientific about this as the next fellow: When
somebody has used a computer to write work
that is demonstrably better than Dante’s, and
when this better is demonstrably attributable to
the use of a computer, then I will speak of com-
puters with a more respectful tone of voice,
though I still will not buy one.

To make myself as plain as I can, I should
give my standards for technological innovation
in my own work. They are as follows:

1. The new tool should be cheaper than the
one it replaces.

2. It should be at least as small in scale as the
one it replaces.

3. It should do work that is clearly and de-
monstrably better than the one it replaces.

4. It should use less energy than the one it
replaces.

5. If possible, it should use some form of solar
energy, such as that of the body.

6. It should be repairable by a person of ordi-
nary intelligence, provided that he or she has
the necessary tools.

7. It should be purchasable and repairable as
near to home as possible.

8. It should come from a small, privately
owned shop or store that will take it back for
maintenance and repair.

9. It should not replace or disrupt anything
good that already exists, and this includes fam-
ily and community relationships.
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DESIGN AND TRUTH IN WESTERN HISTORY:
A DIALECTIC ON THE MODERN CONDITION

by
wglliam G. Robbins

“"The escape from history leads us to the world of myth."
Warren I. Susman?t
In his widely acclaimed essay, "The Idea of the West," Loren
Baritz singled out the powerful influence on American scholarship

of that extraordinary but mythical world that lay beyond the point

where the sun 5195§£d_£h£_h2£iggg;f That collective literary

—————

effort, suffused with the unilinear language of a progression to

ever—higher stages of civilization, presents an appealing and
attractive design for some, but for others it is fraught with
historical error. In an affectionate farewell to his profession,
William Appleman Williams thought the exceptionalist view was part
of our difficulty as historians: "We seem to be driven by a kind
of compulsion to prove professionally as well as politically and
socially, that we have been right from beginning to end." More
recently Edward Pessen provided additional words of caution: the
task of the historian "is not to serve the state’s interest in
hearing its past behavior praised but to serve instead the larger
community’s interest in knowing truths."=

Although scholars have questioned and challenged the
exceptionalist (and mythical) version about America, the theme
still holds great persuasive power. The consequence is a direct
lineage to a body of literature that praises the virtues, the

social values, and the accomplishments of those who came to



dominate the continent. From the Puritans through the writings of
Charles Beard, David W. Noble argues, American historians have
interpreted their culture as if it were "absolutely independent,
standing apart in it;'uniqueness from the rest of the human
experience."*

‘But the exceptionalist version lives on, and it has

P—

especially set its fix on interpretations of the American West: in

——

that view the West was opportunity, a lotus land and haven, a

refuge for the discontented and outcast, a place of perpetual
youth where life could begin éver and over again. But in American
mythology, above all, it was the "promise" of the West that loomed
largest; for it was there that people would find the answer to
their "yearnings and hope." Reality in that sense was less
important than the symbols through which people perceived the
grand design; indeed, symbol and myth passed for reality.= For
those who ply the field of western history, those mythical
verities still hold great attraction.

To the degree that the West took on exceptionalist and
mythical qualities, it marked a retreat from history, a focus on a
narrow exclusiveness, a lack of an appropriate context with a
wider world, an escape from the material base of things.® That
descriptive tendency, despite its obvious flaws, has from time to
time'exercised a commanding influence on scholarly work because it
better fits the national mythology: it is a mood that is
consistent with consensus interpretations and the periodic calls

for new systheses in historical writing. Works in the latter



category, Eric Monkkonen has warned, especially lend themselves to
vacuous references to exceptionalism and the American character.”
The purpose of this essay is to suggest that we turn from the easy
and confortable desié%s of exceptionalism and success and look
more closely at the structural role of capitalism in our common
history.

The issue rests in part in an inability to grasp the full
meaning of capitalism, the set of values and perceptions
associated with that phenomenon, and its pervasive reach through
American life, or what Donald Worster calls out “complex economic

culture." Scholars have been slow to follow Fernand Braudel’s

suggestion that capitalism provides an identifying theme for

studying “the basic problems and realities" of the modern world.

It provides “structure," an organized way for examining relatively
fixed relationships between “realities and social masses."®
Because charges of intellectual flaccidity have been particularly
pointed in the field of western history, we need to be especially
cognizant of the wide-ranging ramifications of political
economy—the interrelationships between political and economic
activity and the progressive alterations in those relations over
time—in the larger arena of world affairs. The argument
presented here is to suggest a search for more compelling
arguments for historical analysis, ones that confront more
directly the full meaning of capitalism, the agency that has so
revolutionized our social order.

The failure to reckon with significant power and influence is



more widespread than we think. Even the innovative social and

environmental histories of recent years, to varying degrees, evade

central issues of power, politics, and the relationship of those

g—

elements to the largg¥ social scheme. The "new" social history,
Herbert Gutman charged early on, describes with some precision,
but it fails "to explain" within the context of the broader
workings of our cultural world.® In a sense, history “from the
bottom up" has significant limitations, especially when it is cast
in a mold that ignores power.

Elizabeth Fox Genovese and Eugene Genoveée have chided social
historians for failing to acknowledge real power and for
attempting “to deflect attention to the bedrooms, bathrooms, aig//J
kitchens of each one’s favorite victim.” While that glib
assertion may be too all inclusive, if recent books and articles
are any indication, there is abundant evidence that the issues of
poiitical economy often do not inform investigations of gender, of
class and race relations, and of family life. Thos; works may not
be in the "neo—antiquarian swamp® that the Genoveses claim, but
they assuredly miss much of the essence of the material base of
the historical process.*® That tendency towards depoliticizing is
apparent in social histories of the American West as well. To the
degree that politics and power does not inform our work,
scholarship can more easily fall into the trap of the
exceptionalist quagmire.

If, as Gene Gressley remarked at the 1987 meeting of the

Western History Association, "our contemporary world requires

—




illusion," then scholarship on the American West is still doing

its part to foster that public need.** Or, at least in the sense

that many of those who work in the field fail to confront
essential questions Sf political economy and the basic organizing
structures that move cultures to act as they do. There is a
danger, I believe, that in our regional conferences and in the
increasing volume of scholarly literature on the West that we
could pass through this life largely unaware of the fundamental
and transforming agency of capitalism.

Two sets of panel discussions at the 1987 meeting of the
Western History Association provide a case in point. In one, "The
Twentieth-Century West: A Retrospective Panel Discussion," there
was virtually no mention of the broader themes associated with
capitalism, although the panelists (Gene Gressley, Gerald Nash,
Robert Hine, Patricia Limerick, and Howard Lamar) addressed
problems of "“insecurity" in the field, the search for synthesis,
issues of federalism, the new social and intellectual
methodologies, and continuity in western history. Howard Lamar
disagreed that there was "gloom and failure" in the field and
applauded the contributions of recent scholarship.

But in that wide-ranging discussion no one mentioned such

fundamental and divisive issues as class, poverty, inequality, or

the historically sharp differences between subregions of the West.

—

Nor did the panelists reckon with Samuel Hays'’s admonition to the

profession in the face of recent work in society and politics: "We

will have to cope with persistent inequality as a central concept




around which American history is to be organized."*= UWhile the

field need not bedevil itself with gloom and doom scenarios,
practioners should be more cognizant of the excitement and
challenge of seekingzpotentially more rewarding methodological
venues.

A second panel on environmental history (William Cronon,
Stephen Pyne, Susan Schrepfer, Richard White, and Donald Worster)
raised probing questions about the West: as a place to study human
interaction with the landscape; as a prototype for examining
adaptation or non—adaptation; as an environment for looking at
different modes of production; and as a forum for the study of
federal influences, especially in land ownership. As the most

“land centered" region, William Cronon suggested the need to look

—

at the West as an aspect of an expanding European metropolitan

community; rural change, he argued, is spurred from urban centers.

Put simply, the pull of the market economy has far—-reaching
implications. Most of the panelists were in agreement with the
claim that the major influence on the western environment was the
capitalist revolution.:=

Hence, while there is promise here and there in the field,
too many historians still avoid discussions about the hegemony of
capitalism, a tendency that leans toward a conceptually
directionless methodology. In his Bancroft Prize-winning book,
Dust Bowl, Donald Worster warns that those who shun the word "may
also ignore the fact,” an all too common tendency in our

historical literature. The words associated with capitalism, he



adds, offer clues to its wider meaning: "private property,
business, laissez—faire, profit motive, the pursuit of

sel f-interest, free enterprise, an open marketplace, the
bourgeoisie." Robert Heilbroner once thought he could avoid the
difficulties associated with the term capitalism, relegate it to
the netherworld, and concentrate instead on the "particulars of
the business system." More recently he realized that it was
impossible to skirt the issue by resorting to "less contentious
terms such as the business world or modern industrial society."®=
Following Heilbroner’s suggestion would help guide us clear of
charges of exceptionalism.

Begin with the work of Karl Marx whose historic achievement
was to show the tremendous productive power generated by
capitalism and how those forces revolutionized conditions of life,
first in the industrial "“core" nations, and then progressively
around the globe. Turn next to an anti—-Marxist, Peter Berger,
whose recent book, The Capitalist Revolution, argues that
capitalism "has radically changed every material, social,
political, and cultural facet of the societies it has touched, and
(my emphasis) it continues to do so." Understanding its
cataclysmic and revolutionary impact, Berger cautions, "is a
formidable . . . task."*= But one that is necessary if we are to
move beyond the narrow intellectual design of much of western
American history.

Because the modes of production associated with capitalism

are perpetually in a state of flux, ever changing, and constantly



imposing new conditions on the societies they influence, that
system has special meaning for the study of western North America.

The penetration of market forces in the late eighteenth and early -QL

nineteenth centuries; the subjugation and colonization of native

g

people between 1840 and 1890, and the progressive integration of

the West into nétional and international exchange relationships

provide the eséential framework for broad historical analysis.
Those forces, the prime movers in shaping (and reshaping) the
emergent political economy, have not been of central concern to
the academy, despite the proliferation in recent years of new
methodologies and new dimensions to western history.*®

Both Frederick Jackson Igzﬂgr and Walter Prescott Webb

circumvented the issue through literary devices of their own

M

making. Turner thought only "an understanding of the rise and
progress of the forces which have made it what it is" could assist
in comprehending the United States of his day. Although he
mentioned that the transformation of the country was "long in
preparation" and was "the result of world-wide forces of
reorganization," he did not specifically associate that
“"transformation" as part of the evolution of modern capitalism.
Alan Trachtenberg has argued that Turner’s thesis was "as much an

invention of cultural belief (my emphasis) as genuine historical

fact. In a recent and provocative essay, William Cronon (1
L

e,

attributes part of the problem to Turner’s poetic and " fuzzy"

e

language that gave the "illusion of great analytic power" to

otherwise broad and ill—-defined terminology. In the end, and



Cronon emphasizes the point; Turner paid little attention to the
eastern institutions that dominated life in the West, including
the corporation.*”

Webb’s concept éf the "Great Frontier" came much closer to
identifying capitalism as the central issue in western
development. A notion formulated late in his career, Webb’s Great
Frontier was the land beyond "the Metropolis" (western Europe) at
the time of the Columbian voyage. The opening up of those distant
places to European exploitation meant a series of "windfalls" that
brought great riches to the metropolis. Webb’s frontier was a
literal Eden, a “vast body of wealth without proprietors," and it
was closely associated with the development of an emergent world
capitalism.1® Yet Webb failed to carry the argument further;
instead he saw the Great Frontier in its epic "windfall" stage
coming to an end by the mid—-nineteenth century.

In effect, those grand masters of'western history did not pay

sufficient attention to political economy. The dramatic

alterations to the western American landscape of the 1800s——the
human and cultural genocide waged against its indigenous
population,.thé “repeopling” of the land beyond the Mississippi,
and the persistently exploitative and turbulent nature of its many
economies——did not end with the close of the century. And therein

lies the problem: with the exception of some very recent and

suggestive work, scholars have yet to forge an analytical tool, an.

overarching thesisi®-—even competing ones——to explain the

transformation of the American West from a region dominated by

e

*
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preindustrial societies to one that is a thoroughly integrated

segment of a modern world capitalist system.

Changing power relationships and lines of dependency and
authority have accom;anied those revolutionary forces. As the
United States slowly broke the British and European mercantile
hold on the continent in the years after independence, centers of
influence shifted from London and its metropolitan counterparts on
the continent to newly emergent command posts on America’s
Atlantic Coast. Those centers in turn spawned subsidiary trading
liaisons in the interior as the market system worked its
relentless way westward (albeit sometimes in great bounds) across
the continent. New Orleans, St. Louis, and by the 1830s and
1840s, Chicago provided connective links between eastern
metropolitan hubs and the great Indian trade that was rapidly
entwining the native population and its subsistence base within
the market system.=°

Then came the gold rush phenomenon, an entrepreneur’s dream:
for the shrewd, the tactful, the risk takers, and those with
access to credit, the world lay before them. It brought capital,
venture capital, from all corners and all at once. Many came,
especially to San Francisco, the growing imperial center of an
extended, sprawling financial web that touched the tiniest outpost
on the Pacific slope. 6till others ventured out to the periphery,
to sources of raw material, or to establish subsidiary houses in
the growing number of settlements that paid homage to San

Francisco.



The gold rush underscores a remarkable feature of the
revolutionary conditions that existed between 1825 and 1875, and

one that historians sometimes overlook: the striking rapidity with

which the transformation took place.=* By the time the first

transcontinental railroad provided the symbolic commercial thread
through the heart of the continent, the turbulent forces of an
expanding capitalist economic system had wrought a vast
continental empire whose productive capacity—for a time——would
truly astonish the world. The construction of the remaining
transcontinental lines, the settlement of the interior of the
region, and the opening—up to commercial exploitation of its great
mineral wealth were in effect "mopping-up" affairs in establishing
the contours of that new, spacious, but still colonial West.

Until well into the twentieth century the colonial paradigm
provided a convincing explanation for western development.
Popularized especially in the writings of Bernard DeVoto and
others in the years just before the Second World War,=2= the region
was described as little more than a geographical extension of
eastern capital, a western oufpost for Wall Street bankers to
fleece. But that interpretation lost currency in the great boom
period after 1945 when it became increasingly fashionable to see
the West as a full and equal partner in the national political
economy.=*2 Both paradigms, however——the older colonial model and
the more recent liberated one——miss vital relationships, but
especially the continuity of much of western history in the age of

modern capitalism.=<

1
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Nearly twenty years ago Donald Meinig suggested that the

West, or specifically the one that emerged in the 1870s and 1880s,

pra———

possessed "a persistfng basis of identity." Greatly influenced by

the "revolutionary instrument" of the railroad, he argued that

that the growth of that West was exceedingly complex because of

its heavy dependence on the federal government (especially during

the wars of the twentieth century). Meinig believed it would be
difficult to place the development of the West within the
framework of standard historical explanations, because the
financial hold of the East upon the region had taken on a

different hue in recent times. In his view, an "insidious

relentless imperialism" emanating outward from new centers of
—

power in Texas and California had replaced the old imperial

D il

influence of the East. "Center" and "periphery," he thought, at
——

least in the older colonial model, no longer provided adequate
"characterizations for East and West."==

For their part, western historians have been slow to follow
Meinig’s suggestions; nor have many shown interest in dependency
or world systems theory as a structural forum for studying the
modern West.=2€ References to the theoretical work of Immanuel
Wallerstein, Fernand Braudel, Leften Stavrianos, Andre Gorz, Samir
Amin, and Andre Gunder Frank——if they are recognized at all——are
customarily relegated to an obligatory footnote. This is not to
suggest that scholars should adopt some of the more problematic

directives of the dependency school; there is, however, an
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abundance of suggestive ideas in world systems analysis and in

other left critiques of capitalism, sufficient at least to provide
a framework for examining the workings of that system in the
American West.=7 *

Taking a broader perspective of the influence of capitalist
structures on the region might also offer insights into the
turbulent nature of the western economy. Success and failure in
the American West, after all, were components of larger processes
in the expansion and development of worldwide capitalism. Because
its conquest and attachment to the United States coincided with
the great period of industrialization, the trans—Mississippi West
has been close}y tied to volatile swings in the network of
economic relationships that linked England, Europe, North America,

and increasingly other parts of the globe in a world economy.=®

In a sense, the region is a prototype for modern capitalism with

ps—
—_——

its uneven development, its far—flung extractive economies, its

R —

turbulent community histories, and its highly mobile population.

Under the set of relationships that emerged, western America
provided the vital ingredients for the industrial development of
the United States (and of Europe): a rapidly exéanding mar ket;
bounti ful animal, mineral, timber, and other valuable resources;
and finally——once the human geography of the region had been
redesighed——vast spaces to attract a "new" population, one
thoroughly steeped in the values of the market culture.=®

The dependent character of the western American economy

during its early period of development, especially its peripheral



relationship to centers of power and influence to the east-—and
across the Atlantic to financial brokers in London, Paris, and
Berlin——placed the region in a particularly vulnerable position.

For it was the underélass of residents in the West who suffered

when the bubble burst, when the price of precious metal plummeted

in eastern financial houses, when entrepreneurs in_distant places

———

decided to invest elsewhere.®® Indeed, if there is continuity to

g

western history, it rests not in the realm of its exceptional

qualities, its successes, but in the perpetually unstable nature

of its material and economic base and the region’s relations with

the wider world. That is particularly true of the hinterland

West—in Butte and Bisbee, in Pendleton and Prescott, and in Grays

Harbor and Grand Junction——places where the system forced

communities to move to the rythyms of its own requirements.

During the last one hundred years those conditions have
brought sharp conjunctures to western populations: shifting modes
of production; mercurial fluctuations in the prices of mineral
resources and agricultural products; the introduction of new
technologies; ;nd uneven development within the region as new and
influential concentrations of power emerged.®® Moreover, there is
an "interconnectedness" to those crises{ one that rested largely
with the revolutionary and transforming agency of capitalism as it
continually shaped and redirected the course of western
development. At least until the Second World War there were few
autonomous actors in the West;3=2 rather, most of the population in

the region was linked to a system that perpetually forced people

14
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to the edge of change: to shift occupations, to move toward the

setting sun, or to fall into a lumpen underclass of wage laborers.

That turbulent world has always produced winners and losers.
Raymond Williams put;it nicely in his brilliant metaphorical
reference to couﬁtry and city, "changing historical realities,
both in themselves and in their interrelations.®" What oil and
mining companies do in our present age, he argued, is similar to
what landlords did in bygone days. In that process the needs of
locales and communities are often ruthlessly overridden.®2 And so
it is with the hinterland West where capital has migrated from one
region to the next, from one sector to another in its never—ending
quest for ever—higher profits. New modes of
production——mechanization, new technologies, and the use of
chemicals for a variety f purposes——invariably have benefited the
few, not the many.

But the migration of capital within as well as beyond the
borders of advanced industrial nations is not a new phenomenon.

Although capital investment in the agricultural sector has

disrupted rural life in virtually every region of the United
States, it has had its greatest impact in the twentieth-century
South at a point when the institutional obstacles to investment
were removed. Those barriers, according to Douglas Dowd and
Jonathan Wiener, included the heritage of slavery, especially an
oppressive system of debt peonage.®<

During the 19305 and 19405 new circumstances, much of it

related to the shock of the Great Depression and the Second World



War, transformed a low—wage, labor-based agricultural system into
capital-intensive activities that involved base and extractive
industries like textiles, steel, forest products, mining, and
later electronics prgduction. Those revolutionary changes in the
rural South enriched the landowning class while it crippled
tenants. Jack Temple Kirby has provided eloquent testimony to the
human costé of those altered conditions: "The southern countryside
was thus enclosed and depopulated as dramatically as was rural
England toward the end of the eighteenth century." In that way,
the South had completed a circle, Kirby concluded, "from
undercapitalized colonial dependency to complex, well-capitalized
colonal dependency."2S

Federal subsidies for irrigation development and heavy
capital investment in western agricultural expansion, especially
cotton production in California’s Central Valley, contributed to
the decline of the labor—-intensive southern system. In the years
following the Second World War implement dealers were selling
record numbers of mechanical pickers, and California agriculture
was well on its way to establishing itself as the prototype for
new forms of productive relations in agriculture. External
relationships were critical to that capital-intensive mode of
production: marketing arrangements, credit houses, tax lawyers,
and other institutional privileges available to the corporate

few.3&

The division between development and underdevelopment,



between center and periphery, between the colonizer and the
colonized, therefore, is complex and one that exists at several
levels—national, regional, and within segments of the local
population itself. &ritical to understanding new bursts of
economic growth is the evolving dialectic between changes in world
capitalism and local economies.®” Hence, there are obvious social
and regional contradictions in the development of the United
States, conditions, Andre Gorz has argued, that resemble the

relationship between an imperial center and a dominated periphery.

The evolution of the American economy, he observed, proceeded from

urban centers in the East: "Not until o0il was discovered in Texas
and sources of private accumulation were created by public finance
(i.e. the creation of war industries in California) did other
large industrial and financial centers emerge at the other end of
the country."23e

Yet the growing number of_mgtroqgliﬁggﬂggnﬁgrs_in the

twentieth—century West——Los Angeles, Denver, Seattle, Phoenix——did

little to stabilize the region’s economy, despite claims to the

contrary.®® In the land beyond those newly emergent metropoles,
communities continued to sway to the tune of financial pipers in
distant places. Mining, lumbering, and agriculture persisted as
the most volatile sectors of economic life in the region.
Dependent on perpetually depressed and distant markets, those
industries provided little security or stability for the producing
classes. In his classic study of the timber-dependent community

of Everett, Washington, Norman Clark put the case clearly for the

7



resident work force: "[Tlhis was not and could not be a humane ’\
system." That assessment fits the turbulent employment conditions
in the mining towns in the Intermountain region as well as the
agricultural communif?es scattered throughout the West.=°

In truth, the great hinterland expanses of the West remained
as integral, albeit extractive, appendages of urban finance——even
though as the century advanced the power brokers were sometimes
closer at hand.”** 1In their provocative account of the "new" West,

Empires in the Sun, Peter Wiley and Robert Gottlieb argue that the

election of Ronald Reagan signified the "further integration of
the new western power centers, especially California," into the
national political economy. They conclude, however, that the old
pattern of relationships has persisted: the riches gleaned through
the exploitation of the natural wealth in the West, the profits
garnered through the processing and manufacturing of its primary
resources, continued to wend its way into the hands of corporate
financiers. But those conditions are not unique to the West: in
the Appalachian coal country more than two decades of federal
assistance has done little to bring parity with more prosperous
areas hearby.- A recent study blamed "political and economic power
configurations" and non-resident ownership for the region’s

problems. <=

The Jjuxtaposition of both development and underdevelopment is
a western and transnational problem. The role of modern

capitalism in Mexico and Cénada, immediate borderland neighbors to



the western states, has exhibited similar tendencies. Over the
long course of economic development in British Columbia and
Alberta, cycles of boom and bust in mining, lumbering, and in
agriculture have beeé the standard, with much of that cyclical
activity paralleling similar behavior south of the forty-ninth
parallel. For their part, Canadian scholars have recognized the
special character of the resource-based economy in the western
provinces. Patricia Marchak has noted the congruence between
private activity and public policy in the development of Canada’s
hinterland regions, especially in rail construction. By the late
nineteenth century western Canada was exporting lumber, wheat,
minerals, and other raw materials in exchange for American
manufactured goods——the classic form of reciprocity, according to
Marchak, between an industrial "‘centre? or metropolitan’ region"

and an exploited "periphery" or "hinterland region."=#=

In Green Gold: The Forest Industry in British Columbia, an

exhaustive sociological and economic study of British Columbia’s
primary industry, Marchak argues that a “"stable and

sel f-sufficient economy cannot be created by exporting natural
resources and importing finished products." For Canada’s
westernmost province, reliance on wood products has meant a
relatively high standard of living in the years since 1945,
chronically high unemployment in the interior, and an economy that
has been excessively sensitive to market fluctuations.=<** The
province also faces a bleak future because its postwar prosperity

has rested largely on the rapid liquidation of its forest

17
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resources.=*= Hence, from the turbulent story of its interior
mining districts to the forest-dependent region to the west,
British Columbia’s economy continues to suffer through periods of
chronic instability.z

Nowhere did European and American capitalists achieve greater
influence than in Mexico in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth cgntury. Under the dictatorial reign of Porfirio Diaz
(1876—-1911), United States corporations began to dominate the
Mexican economy through mining, railrocad, and agricultural
investments. But there was a peculiar twist to the modernizing
that took place, especially in the agricultural and transport
sectors: the export market was the focus of most of those
structural alterations. Foreign capital dictated a narrow
specialization in the production of particular export commodities.
The consequent depletion of natural resources with most of the
wealth winding up in the pockets of foreign investors, one scholar
argues, has twisted the development of the Mexican economy.<®

The Porfirian achievement, then, included both a heavy
concentration of landownership and foreign domination of the
economy and public policy. Ultimately, the impact of
international investment and exchange relations rent the national
social fabric to the breaking point. The results were extended
periods of turmoil (1910-20 and the 1930s) and the eventual
emergence of a capitalist state of a special kind, one that
remained, despite its populist protests to the contrary, heavily

dependent on foreign capital. In his master ful study,
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Revolutionary Mexico, John Mason Hart has placed that nation’s

revolution in a global context, one that embraces the influence of
the recurring foreign economic and financial contractions that
took place during th; first decade of this century and that
continue to plague the country to this day. Mexico’s past, Hart
concludes, is at one with the present: "The international
financial structure has re-created the colonial ocutflow of
material resources and profits, a condition that prevailed with
silver in the Spanish era and during the Porfiriato."<”

Far to the west the Pacific islands of Hawaii, formally
annexed to the United States in 1896, provide yet another
excellent setting for the study of dependency theory. For the
last 200 years, according to Noel Keht, the development of the
islands has been peripheral to the expanding requirements of
metropolitan centers. The series of transformations taking place
on the islands, he argues, “received its impetus and direction"
from changes occurring elsewhere. The post Second World War
transition from sugar based economic activity to tourism did not
alter basic relationships; indeed, if anything it intensified the

degree of dependency on overseas capital.=®

There is a striking degree of continuity-—a design of
sorts——to the story of economic activity in western North America,
but one that most scholars have been slow to recognize. For much
of the history of the western reaches of the continent, the real

and effective cutting edge of change was never the frontier, but




the great centers of financial and political power in London,

Paris, Berlin, and subsequently in New York, Boston, Philadelphia,
and their finanQial satellites in the interior of the continent.
Although those centers have become more dispersed in the twentieth
century, they are no less influential—whether they function as
agents of capital in Mexico City or in Vancouver or Victoria——in
determining the viability of communities in the surrounding
countryside. And they are all of a piece, linked in a variety of
ways to each other through the complex interstices of modern
capitalism.#® Hence, the rationale and the justification behind
the historic movement of capital, I submit, will reveal more about
the American West than idyllic notions ébout frontier
exceptionalism or the habit in recent years of describing the
region as a "pacesetter"S° for the modern age.

William Cronon raised the significant question in a recent

essay: "“why ‘'core’ and ‘peripheral’ American regions have

experienced such different developments." The various parts of

the continent, he reflected, had developed as part of "a larger
system of political and economic relationships . . . all within
the framework of an expanding capitalist economy."S* It should be
added that the major feature of the movement of capital in the
American West and in its borderland countries, the point of origin
notwithstanding, has been one of unequal exchange. Since the turn
of the century, the metropolis has increasingly solidified its
control over the hinterland, a development that has become

particularly obvious in the years since the Second World War.



While certain sectors of the metropolitan economy have waxed
fat on defense and silicon-related industrial activity, that
prosperity has not been evenly shared, as any casual drive through
the hinterland West abr urban centers, for that matter) will
reveal. What has emerged, in the eyes of some observers, hsii

dual economy with a growing cultural and political division

between rural and urban areas, a phenomenon especially noticeable

in resource—dependent states. But even centers of power in
southern California and in the Silicon Valley, despite their
space—age, high—tech industries, harbor large work forces of
unskilled, low income, and unorganized laborers.S=

Is there a qualitative difference between the early and
turbulent world of corporate exploitation in the extractive
industries and present conditions in many parts of the West? To
be sure, the ameliorative policies of welfare capitalism have
nuted the worst forms of suffering for the victims of the system.
But capital has still retained its ability to shift from declining
to rising sectors to meet the corporate need for profits.S2 And
for many western communities a new and even more threatening

prospect looms on the horizon. The old extractive,

primary—products economy, according to Peter Drucker, has come

—

“uncoupled" from the rest of the industrial economy. Whereas the

former sector was once central in the life of developed countries,
it is now marginal.=+ Those circumstances are certain to bode ill
for the future of the hinterland West.

The daily newspapers continue to press upon us the most

23
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recent crises in agriculture. Less noticeable but no less

ominous, according to Michael Malone C(and I think he is correct),

are developments over the last decade in Eizglwﬂiging, once a
staple of western in;ustrial activity. “With what seems
incredible abruptness," he points out, the early 1980s “"have
witnessed the utter devastation of the West’s oldest industry.*”
From western Montana through northern Idaho, Utah, Colorado, fo
Ajo, Arizona, energy conglomerates that had purchased the old
metal mining firms during the 1970s began closing them down.
“Foreign competition," Malone argues, "has devastated western

metal mining." The demise of mining, he suggests, "is part of a

greater whole." "It marks the progressive "iﬂtegration of the

western economy into the global economy."S= Malone’s assessment

of the mining industry also fits the recent "restructuring" of the
forest products sector as well as the perpetually changing world
of agriculture.

So the contemporary West continues to be in flux; from the
0oil fields of Oklahoma to the wheat fields of Washington basic
industry is languishing, victim to world economic changes.

Michael Zielenziger, a journalist, has put the case succinctlys:
“Lacking in diversity, dependent on foreign trade and natural

resources, the West’s economy is unraveling." Current prospects,

with islands of urban prosperity surrounded by an impoverished //

hinterland.=<



Now that time (and power) is shifting beyond Henry Luce’s
“American Century" to a point somewhere across the Pacific, it is
incumbent that in our scholarly endeavors we pay greater attention
to the fibrillationstof the economic culture that has worked its
will on our common history. Many years ago Lewis Mumford pointed
to the unceasing ability of capitalism "to revolutionize the means
of production," to promote population shifts, and to allow room
for some to "take advantage of the speculative disorder." The

stability achieved under those arrangements, according to Mumford,

was akin to the "equilibrium of chaos."®7 That description fits

the pattern of uneven economic development described in this
essay, a system that brought dramatic and persistently
destabilizing influences to major sectors of western American
life.

As an overarching theme for making sense of western history,
capitalism has been the centerpiece for precious little scholarly
work. That neglect is a measure of the way we have ignored
primary and hegemonic features of our collective history. 1In an
address to an audience of historians, Donald Meinig urged his
listeners to free themselves from the "crippling insularity" of

their field, "the overweening ‘exceptionalism’ of the American

case, the rigidities of the assumption of the nation-state as the

highest form in the political division of earth space.* To

question the idea of the exceptionalism of western development,
therefore, is simply to recognize the revolutionary and

transforming agency of capitalism as it has influenced life in the
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region. "“History," William Appleman Williams reminds us, "is
dialogue, not consensus."S® To strive towards a better
understanding of the West, both in its national and international
contexts, we should ;ﬁdulge less in a quest for its uniqueness,
but engage in a dialogue about the material structure of its

history. That dialectic will lead us closer to the realities of

the region.
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Stub Toe State: mining era-~hilly, mtns part of the state,
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May 1, 1989

Mr. Ivan Doig
17021 Tenth Avenue N.W.
Seattle, Washington 98177

Dear Ivan:

During what passed for the last Legislative session here,
the wife of a representative decided that her contribution would be
the designation of an "official" nickname for Montana. Tt is diffi-
cult to believe that this is a priority item, given some of the
session's other failures. However........... Her proposed nickname/
slogan was ''Montana: the Treasure and Pleasure State'--a line that
evokes some interesting, if often conflicting, images. She was con-
vinced that this slogan had been used in the deep, dark past, and
she asked for a listing of state mottos/nicknames/slogans. Since we
could not find such an animal, I ran a bunch of sources to see
what the listing looked like. The conclusion is that no one but
this woman had used the slogan in that form.

That leaves me with this otherwise useless list. So I started
to think "Who likes this kind of junk?" and, of course, only one name
came to mind. I don't know if you can use this material in any way,
but it has the ring of '"Montanan/Montanian,'" doesn't it?

Hope that you and Carol can make it over here for some extended

time this summer. Looks like we have burned up what we needed to, and
this summer will be less dramatic.

Shgcerely yours,

g '
DavefWalter, Reference



MONTANA: NICKNAMES/MOTTOS/SLOGANS/CATCH PHRASES

What follows here is a preliminary listing of sources that give
Montana either a nickmame or a slogan. Were one to do a really thorough
job of tracking this topic, he should look at some or all of the following
sources in addition: the publications from Montana's display entries in
the various world's fairs; any number of private-sector publications that
boost immigration to Montana and tourism in Montana (1880-present); any of
the general-information series of books that list state symbols/flags/nicknames/
etc., held in public libraries; stationary letterheads in archival collections;
much of the literature published by local businessmen's groups, improvement/
booster groups, and the Montana State Chamber of Commerce.

A couple of general poiﬁts:

State nicknames are not popularized in the West until well into
the 20th century, when there is the development of the complex of (1) the
.rise of the middle class, which begins to vacation; (2) the popularization
of the automobile as the "family car'; (3) the rise of tourism on a paying
basis; (4) the development of a network of good roads. There are private-
sector companies pushing rail tourism prior to the 19208—-e.g., the Great
Northern Railway with its Glacier National Park promotion of the "Alps of
America," and the Northern Pacific Railroad's "Wonderland" promotion of
Yellowstone National Park. These promotional campaigns, however, focus on
the upper-class tourist and spotlight relatively limited areas of Montana,
rather than the state as a whole. It would seem that those terms used for
Montana by state-govermment offices prior 1905 were designed to attract out-
side investment capital and to promote permanent .immigration under the early
conservative federal laws, rather than to make the state attractive to tourists.

Second, no single office, agency, or group (in. state-government or
outside state government) seems ever to have been in charge of designating
an "official" nickname or slogan for Montana. Rather, the process was
random and somewhat haphazard. For example, there are times when one state
agency was using one nickname (or several nicknames/slogans) and a second
agency simultaneously used another one; private-sector entities simultaneously
used them all, or their own. One can argue that, currently, the Department
of Commerce's Travel Promotion Bureau is the responsible party in this field,
but there also are private-sector entities that believe that nicknames/slogans
are their prerogative. In the end, common usage dictates what will become
popular and what is recognized nationally. For example, the "Montana--Naturally
Inviting" slogan died a slow, but quiet death. Thus, the Legislature can
"officially" designate anything it wants as a nickname/slogan, but if it is
an ineffective one, then the public will ignore it, and it will die of non-
recognition.
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STROUDING

7~
strouding 'stravdmn, #. A kind of coarse woolen
cloth formerly much used in the Indian trade7 Obs. or
hist. (

1814 BRACKENRIDGE Views La. 201 The merchandise . .'\. consisted
of strouding, blankets, lead, tobacco [etc.]. 1886 Cent. Mag.
He and his sons gathered hazel-nuts enough to barter at t.
store for a few yards of blue strouding such as the Indians

breech-clouts. 1947 DEVoro Across Wide Missouri 32 The Company.

is sending . . . a variety of cloths too diversified to list here, common
cloths, stroudings, plaids, fancy calicos, flannels.
strychnine whisky. Very inferior whisky. Obs. — 1859 U.S.
Police Gaz. (N.Y.) 12 March 2/7 The Perils of Drinking Strychnine
Whiskey. 1860 Harper’s Mag. Aug. 427/2 It was apparent that the
man had died from the immoderate use of strychnine whxsky
Stuartia, see Stewartia. L7
* stub, 7.
1. A derogatory term for a person, esp. one who is old

or short and stocky. Collog.

1823 CooPER Pioneers (1832) 242 What’s that, old corn-stalk! you
sapless stub! 1865 Harper’s Mag. Dec. 133/2 In these. .. regions
there dwells a stub of the law who is possessed of august presence.
1890 CuUrTIN tr. Sienkiewicz With Fire & Sword 514, I have some-
thing to say to this little stub of an oﬁic?r.

2. The butt or stump of a cigar or cigarette. Also

attrib.

1855 M. THOMPSON Doesticks 133 Perhaps they expect us to smoke
‘stubs,” like the newsboys. 1896 MARk TwaIN Inmocents 162 It
wounds my sensibilities to see one of these stub-hunters watching me
... and calculating how long my cigar will be likely to last. 1914
Bower Flying U Ranch 187 He spat upon the burnt end of his
cigarette stub from force of the habit that fear of range fires had
built.

3. A counterfoil (cf. check stub). Also the portion
of a ticket detached and returned to the purchaser by a

ticket collector.

1876 N. Amer. Rev. CXXIII. 301 The shipment of large packages,
for which check stubs representing only small amounts were retained.
1911 REEVE Poisoned Pen 303 ‘Number 156’ Herndon noted as the
collector detached the stub and handed it to her. 1950 Business
Week 22 April 87 Left-handed checkbooks. These please southpaw
writers. Stubs are on the opposite side from the conventional check-
book.

4. In combs.: (1) stub-and-twist, (a¢) a firearm the
sarrel or barrels of which are made of a spirally welded
-ibbon of steel and iron made of stub or horseshoe nails,
Uso attrib., obs., (b) (see quot.); (2) ballot book, the
»ook or pad remaining when ballots of a certain type
ire torn out; (3) book, a book or pad of stubs of checks,
‘eceipts, etc.; (4) sho(r)t, (see quot. 1876); (5) switch,
see quot.); (6) * tail, (see quot.); (7) tracks, (see
Juot.).

(1) (a) 1844 Knickerb. XXIII. 440 There, Peter, is a true ‘stubb-

nd-twist.” 1861 Chi. Tribune 26 May 1/5 When finished the gun
resents the appearance of a stub-and-twist rifle. (b) 1917 Birds of
4mer. 1. 152 Other names [of the ruddy duck are] . . . Paddy-whack;

tub-and-twist; . . . Dinky; Dickey; Paddy. — (2) 1911 Okla. Ses-
ion Laws 3 Legisl. 229 The bundle of voted ballots and the stub bal-
>t book, . . . shall be placed in the envelope labeled ‘Voted Ballots.’

— (3) 1886 Rep. Secy. T'reasury 700 Stub-books of stamps. , . [oc-
upy] a very large and rapidly increasing space in the files-rooms.
902 O. HENRY Roads of Destiny 191 Then the stub book of the
ertificates of deposit. — (4) 1843 Knickerb. XXII. 446, I was flat
n my back ... by the camp-fire, ... with the ‘stub-shot’ for a
illow. 1876 KNIGHT 2431/2 Stub- short stub-shot. 1. The unsawed por-

‘on of a plank where it is split from the bolt or log. . . . 2. (Turning).

‘he portion by which an obJect to be turned is grasped.

/5) 1909 WEBSTER 2062 Stabswilch, . . . a switch in whi track

ils are cut off squarely at the toe and the switch rails are throw

itt end to endwith thelead rails. — (6) 1867 Stmamonps Dict. Trade

supp.), Stubtail, Stumptail, names in North America for flour made

it of~damaged wheat and good wheat ground together. — (7)

59 Cent. Supp. 1287/2 The parallel tracks of the train-shed of a
/inmal station are stub-tracks.

/ As the last term in check, ham stub.
* stub, 0. 1. tutr. To stump about, to go along heedless-

7. Collog. 2. Stubtoe State, (see quots)
’l) 1875 LEWI1s Quad’s Odds 480 (We.), The writer will stub along
irough life with a heart full of joyfulness. 1878 B. F. TAYLOR Be-
een Gates 241 An old whaler stubbing about estimated him [a
hale] at sixty barrels. 1895 Stand. 1783/1 The boy stubs a!ong to
hool. — (2) 1890 Brighton (Colo.) Reg. 11 Jan. 4/1 Montana is the
ubbed-toe State.” 1934 SHANKLE State Nomes 129 The names
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STUDDED

Bonanza and Treasure are typical of the mining area of the State,
and Stubtoe of the mountainous nature of the western section of the
State.

*x stubble, 7

1. The stump or lower part of sugar cane remaining
when the crop is cut; sugar cane growmg from-these
stumps in full stubb]e cane.

1827 in Commons Doc. Hist. 1. 214 Stubbles of Creole cane in new
land mark the row. 1856 Fla. Plantation Rec. 455 Plantin and Re-
planting stuble cane. 1897 Kissimmee (Fla.) Valley Gaz. 19 May 1/4
Well cared for stubble will rattoon for three years in most parts of this
state.

attrib, 1881 Chi. Times 11 June 7/2 The sugar districts in this state
[La.] report . . . Stubble crop good.

2. In spec1al combs.: (1) stubble plow, (sec quot.);
(2) rye, rye sown on stubble, rare; (3) shearing, shorn,
(see quot.).

(1) 1876 KNIGHT 2431/1 Stubble-plow, . . . one for plowing old
ground, so called; land which was lately in small grain, not in grass.
In contradistinction to sod-plow. — (2) 1802 Mass. H.S. Coll. 1 Ser.
VIIL. 18¢ The first year, Indian corn; the second, hill rye; the third,
stubble rye. — (3) 1866 Maine Agric. Soc. Returns 1865 157 This
sheep was stubble shorn, which accounts for one staple being so much
longer than the other. Stubble shearing is performed for the purpose
of improving the form and cheating the committee at fairs.

*kstubble, v. stubbling in, (see quot.). Obs. — 1825 Lorain
Pract. Husbandry 129 The worst system of cultivation in common
practice seems to be stubbling in; or annually putting in crops of
small grain on stubble grounds.

stubboy, sec staboy.

* stud, 7.7

1. A studhorse or stallion.

1803 CuUTLER in Life & Corr. I1. 142 The famous white stud, an
Arabian horse. 1845 Knickerb. XXVI. 368 A very large stud broke
from the line. 1891 C. RoBERTS Adrift Amer. 183 He was a stud, and
as fine a horse of his class as I ever saw. 1947 SANTEE. 4 pache Land 72
The old stud was a bay and battle-scarred.

b. To take the stud(s), (see quot. 1830). Collog. [Cf.
EDD to take (the) stunt (s.v. stunt 15) in same sense.]

1797 Pa. Mag. VI. 111 Don’t you think Mr. Ashleys leading Strings
may give way, if the Commy. should take the studd. 1830 Va. Lit.
Museum 6 Jan. 479 ‘To take the stud—to be obstinate: originally
applied to a horse that refuses to go on. 1900 HARRIS On the Wing 226
I’'m a pretty good walker, but if I was to take the studs and lie down
in the road, you’d have some trouble.

2. =stud poker. Also studhorse.

1891 QUINN Fools of Fortune 183 Next to the banking games in the
estimation of the betters comes poker, both ‘draw’ and ‘stud.” 1920
MuLrorp J. Nelson ii, He’s a travellin’ eddicator in th’ innercent
game of draw—or was it studhoss, Nelson? 1949 Boston Globe 26 June
(Fiction Mag.) 8/1 It would be real comfortin’ for you an’ me an’
Dixie to play stud in the back of the chuck wagon.

atirib. 1948 Dly. Ardmoreite (Ardmore, Okla.) 7 May 6/1 In a real
old-fashioned stud game at the club, the boys always take Presto to
the cleaners. 1949 Boston Globe 15 May (Fiction Mag.) 3/2 The officer

. stepped over and paused beside the stud table.

3. In combs.: (1) studfish, a killifish, Xenisma
stellifer ~ —~ ~*omatum, also with a specifying term, cf.
horse : © - ematl), obs., Cf horse
bill; (: = the
dealin’ ~—
studlk

(1) 1¢
Stud-fi /
calena /
strean K
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RUNNING LIST OF EXAMPLES OF MONTANA'S NICKNAMES/SLOGANS/MOTTOS/CATCH PHRASES

1893:

1894:

1895:

1896:

1897:

1898:

1899:

FOUND IN VARIOUS SOURCES:

-—no references

Montana Bureau of Agriculture, Labor, and Industry,
FIRST ANNUAL REPORT (Helena: State Publishing; 1893).

--no references

THE WORLD ALMANAC: 1In running the Montana Historical
Society Library's collection of annual/biennial
volumes of THE WORLD ALMANAC, no nickname appears for
Montana from 1894 through 1921.

--no references

h

Montana Bureau of Agriculture, Labor, and Industry,
SECOND ANNUAL REPORT (Helena: State Publishing; 1895).

--"The Treasure State'
--"The Land of Shining Mountains"

Montana Bureau of Agriﬁulture, Labor, and Industry,
MONTANA: "THE TREASURE STATE" (Helena: State Pub-
lishing; 1895)--title; p. 3.

--no references

Montana Bureau of Agriculture, Labor, and Industry,
THIRD ANNUAL REPORT (Helena:‘State Publishing; 1896).

--no references

Montana Bureau of Agriculture, Labor, and Industry,
FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT (Helena: State Publishing; 1897).

--no references

Montana Bureau of Agriculture, Labor, and Industry,
FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT (Helena: State Publishing; 1898).

--"The Treasure State'

Montana Bureau of Agriculture, Labor, and Industry,
SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT (Helena: Independent Publishing;
1899)--title page! '"The Treasure State and Its Indus-
tries and Resources'; whole section (pp. 1-10) en-

titled "The Treasure State."



NICKNAMES:

(1899):

1900:

1902:

1904

1906:

1908:

1909:

1910:

2

—-"The Treasure State'"

Montana Bureau of Agriculture, Labor, and Industry,
"THE TREASURE STATE:" MONTANA AND ITS MAGNIFICENT
RESOURCES, Extra Edition of the Sixth Annual Report
(Helena: Independent Publishing; 1899)-~title and
p. 4.

--"The Treasure State'
--"0ro y Plata" (official motto)

Montana Bureau of Agriculture, Labor, and Industry,
SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT (Helena: Independent Publishing;
1900)--full section (pp. 4-20) of promotional/informa-
tional material entitled "The Treasure State'; descrip-
tion of the motto (p. 4).

—-"The Land of the Silver Bow"

THE INTERNATIONAL CYCLOPAEDIA, Vol. X (New York:
Dodd, Mead; 1900)--revision of the 1885 edition.

--no references

Montana Bureau of Agriculture, Labor, and Industry,
EIGHTH REPORT (Helena: Independent Publishing; 1902).

--no references

Montana Bureau of Agriculture, Labor, and Industry,
NINTH REPORT (Helena: s.p.; 1904).

--no references

Montana Bureau of Agriculture, Labor, and Industry,
TENTH REPORT (Helena: Independent Publishing; 1907).

--no references

Montana Bureau of Agriculture, Labor, and Industry,
ELEVENTH REPORT (Helena: s.p.; 1909).

—"The Treasure State'

Montana Department of Publicity, Bureau of Agriculture,
Labor and Industry, MONTANA (Helena: Department; 1909)--
textual references, e.g., pp. 1 (title) and 40 (title).

--no references

Montana Bureau of Agriculture, Labor, and Industry,
TWELFTH REPORT (Helena: Independent Publishing; 1911),
Parts I and II.



NICKNAMES: 3

1912: --"The Treasure State'

Montana Department of Publicity, Bureau of Agriculture,
Labor and Industry, MONTANA (Helena: Department; 1912)--
textual references, e.g., Foreward; pp. 1 (title) and

4.

1914: --no references

Montana Department of Agriculture and Publicity, THE
RESOURCES AND OPPORTUNITIES OF MONTANA, 1914 (Helena:
Department; 1914).

1915: —-"The Treasure State'"

Montana Department of Agriculture and Publicity, THE
RESOURCES AND OPPORTUNITIES OF MONTANA (Helena: Depart-
ment; 1915)--textual references (e.g., p. 5-—title) and
top, righthand headnotes throughout.

1916: —-"The Treasure State"

Montana Department of Agriculture and Publicity,
RESOURCES AND OPPORTUNITIES OF MONTANA (Helena: Depart-
ment; 1916)--top, righthand headnotes throughout.

1917: --no references

Montana Department of Agriculture and Publicity, RE-
SOURCES AND OPPORTUNITIES OF MONTANA: "THE LAND OF
OPPORTUNITY," 1917 (Helena: Department; 1917).

1918: —-"The Treasure State'

Montana Department of Agriculture and Publicity,
RESOURCES AND OPPORTUNITIES OF MONTANA: "THE LAND OF
OPPORTUNITY," 1918 (Helena: Department; 1918)--textual
references (e.g., p. 5-—-title).

1919: --"The Treasure State"
—-"The Switzerland of America'

Montana Department of Agriculture and Publicity, RE-
SOURCES OF MONTANA: "THE LAND OF OPPORTUNITY," 1919
(Helena: Department; 1919)--textual references (e.g.,
p. 5--title); the "Switzerland" nickname is applied
(p. 12) to the whole state, not just to Glacier
National Park.

--"0ro y Plata""

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1919 (although this was recognized
as the state motto, the ALMANAC ran it as the state
nickname).



NICKNAMES: 4

1920: --no references

Montana Department of Agriculture and Publicity, THE
RESOURCES OF MONTANA: "THE LAND OF OPPORTUNITY"
(Helena: Department; 1920).

--no reference

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1920-1921 (although it did pull its
1919 citation of the state motto as the state nickname).

1921: ~-no reference

Montana Department of Agriculture, Labor, and Industry,
MONTANA: THE TOURIST EDITION (Helena: Department; 1921);
although no nickname is used, the phrase '"Montana:
Vacation Land" is run in the border pattern on each page.

1922: —-"The Stub Toe State" (aka "The Stubtoe State')
--"The Bonanza State

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1922.

1923: —-"The Stub Toe State
—-"The Bonanza State"
~-"The Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1923.
--no reference

Montana Department of Agriculture, Labor, and Industry,
MONTANA: INDUSTRIAL RESOURCE EDITION (Helena: Department;
1923).

--no reference

In the Montana Historical Society 'Library's run of
annual updates to the ENCYCLOPEDIA AMERICANA, for the
years 1923 through 1933, the '"Montana'" entry shows no
state nickname-—-although some other states do show
nicknames.

1924 —-"The Stub Toe State"
—-"The Bonanza State'
—-"The Treasure State'

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1924,

1925: —-"The Stub Toe State"
--"The Bonanza State"
--"The Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1925,



NICKNAMES: 5

1926: —-"The Stub Toe State"
—-"The Bonanza State'
—-"The Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1926.
—-"The Treasure State"

Montana Department of Agriculture, Labor, and Industry,
Division of Publicity, MONTANA: RESOURCES AND OPPOR-
TUNITIES EDITION, Vol. I, #1 (Helena: Department; 1926)--
textual references (e.g., p. ll--title).

1927: —="The Stub Toe State"
—-"The Bonanza State"
—-"The Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1927.
--"Montana--the Treasure and Pleasure State'

Letterhead of the Montana Stock and Bond Company,
Butte.

1928: --"The Stub Toe State'
—-"The Bonanza State"
—-"The Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1928.
--"The Treasure State"

Montana Department of Agriculture, Labor, and Industry,
Division of Publicity, MONTANA: RESOURCES AND OPPOR~
TUNITIES EDITION, Vol. III, #2 (Helena: Department;
1928)--textual references (e.g., p. 5).

1929: —"The Stub Toe State"
—-"The Bonanza State"
—-"The Treasure State'

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1929.

1930: —-"The Stub Toe State"
--"The Bonanza State'"
—-"The Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1930.

1931: —-"The Stub Toe State"
—-"The Bonanza State"
—-"The Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1931.



NICKNAMES: 6

1932:

1933:

1934:

1935:

'1936:

__HThe
—-"The
—-"The

—-"The
—-"The
—-"The

—-"The

Ll

__llThe
__"The
-="The

—="The
__llTl,le

~="The
___"The
___"T-he

-="The
___llThe

Stub Toe State
Bonanza State"
Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1932.

Stub Toe State"
Bonanza State"
Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1933.
Treasure State"

Montana Department of Agriculture, Labor, and Industry,
Division of Publicity, MONTANA RESOURCES AND OPPOR-
TUNITIES, EDITION OF 1933, Vol. VII, #3 (Helena:
Department; 1933)--textual references (e.g., p. 3—
title).

Stub Toe State
Bonanza State"
Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1934.

Treasure State
Land of Shining Mountains"

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1934
(this is the first Highway Department glove-compartment
road map held by the Montana Historical Society Library).

Stub Toe State"
Bonanza State"
Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1935.

Treasure State"
Land of Shining Mountains"

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1935.

~-no reference

—-"The
——"The
——"The

—-"The

THE BOOK OF THE STATES, 1935.

Stub Toe State"
Bonanza State"
Treasure State"
THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1936.

Land of Shining Mountains"

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1936.



NICKNAMES: 7

1937: ~-"The Stub Toe State"
—-"The Bonanza State"
—-"The Treasure State'

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1937.
--"The Treasure State"

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1937,
—-no reference

THE BOOK OF THE STATES, 1937.

1938: ~="The Stub Toe State'
—-"The Bonanza State"
—-"The Treasure State'"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1938.

—--"The Treasure State"
--.'The Land of Shining Mountains"
~~"Hitting the High Spots in Montana"

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1938.

1939: ——"The Bonanza State"
--"The Treasure State'"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1939 (with this issue of the ALMANAC,
the nickname of "The Stub Toe State" is dropped, never
to reappear).

--"The Treasure State"
--"The Land of Shining Mountains"
--"0ut Where the West Lives On'"

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1939.

1940: ' —-"The Bonanza State"
--"The Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1940.

--"The Bonanaza State'

--"The Land of Shining Mountains"
—-"0ut Where the West Lives On"
--"Roads to Romance"

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1940.

1941: —-"The Bonanza State"
~-"The Treasure State'

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1941.

--"Montana; High, Wide, and Handsome"

~--""The Land of Shining Mountains'

--'"We Have More Scenery Than We Can Handle by Ourselves—-Come On
Out and Help Us Look at It"

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1941.



NICKNAMES: 8

1942: —-""The Treasure State'

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1942 (with this issue of the ALMANAC,
the nickname of "The Bonanza State" is dropped, never to
reappear; from this point to the present /1989/, the
only nickname that appears in the ALMANAC's annual issues
is "The Treasure State').

--"The Treasure State"

--"The Land of Shining Mountains"

--"Montana: The Alluring and Soul-Satisfying"

--"Travel Strengthens America"

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1942
(the Montana Historical Society Library's collection of
state highway maps includes here a gap for the years
1943 through 1946; it is most likely that no maps were
published during these war years).

1943: —-"The Treasure State"
* THE BOOK OF THE STATES, 1943-1944.

--"The Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1943.

1944 --"The Treasure State'

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1944.

1945: —-"The Treasure State"
THE BOOK OF THE STATES, 1945-1946.
--"The Treasure State'"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1945.

1946: --"The Treasure State'
Montana Department of Agriculture, Labor, and Industry,
MONTANA AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS (Helena: Department;
1946)—-in the Introduction by Governor Sam C. Ford,
p. ii.

—-"The Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1946.

1947: —-"The Treasure State"
THE BOOK OF THE STATES, 1947.
—-"The Treasure State"
--"The Land of Shining Mountains"

--'""Montana: It Beckons--Satisfy That Urge"

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1947.



NICKNAMES :

(1947):

1948:

1949:

1950:

1951:

~-"The Treasure State'

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1947.

—--""Montana: High, Wide and Handsome"
—-"The Land of Shining Mountains"
--Montana: It Beckons—-Satisfy That Urge"
Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1948.

—-"The Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1948.

--no reference
THE BOOK OF THE STATES, 1949.

=-""The Treasure State'

--"The Land of Shining Mountains'
--"Montana: It Beckons--Satisfy That Urge"
--""The Nation's Playground"

--"The Land of Shining Opportunity"

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1949.
--"The Treasure State'

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1949.

—-"The Treasure State'
THE BOOK OF THE STATES, 1950.

--"The Treasure State"
--"The Land of Shining Mountains'
--'"Magnificent Montana"

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1950.
--"The Treasure State"

Montana Registrar of Motor Vehicles, STATE LICENSE
PLATES, 1950 (this is the first instance, since state
license plates were issued in 1914, that a nickname
shows up on license plates; an outline of the State
of Montana first appears in 1933--and it runs to the
present).

--"The Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1950.

--"The Treasure State"
-~"The Land of Shining Mountains'
--"Friendly Montana'

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1951.



NICKNAMES :

(1951):

1952:

1953:

1954:

1955:

10

~-"The

Treasure State"

Montana Registrar of Motor Vehicles, STATE LICENSE
PLATES, 1951.

-"The Treasure State'

—-"The

—="The

——"The
——"The

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1951.

Treasure State"
THE BOOK OF THE STATES, 1952-1953.
Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1952.

Treasure State"
Land of Shining Mountains'

--"Majestic Montana"

--"You

—="The

-="The

-="The

___HTl,le
___HT'he
-="You

___"Tl,le

--"The
—-"The

—"The

—"The

Will See More in Montana'"
Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1953.
Treasure State"

Montana Registrar of Motor Vehicles, STATE LICENSE
PLATES, 1953.

Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1953.

Treasure State"
THE BOOK OF THE STATES, 1954-1955.
Treasure State'
Land of Shining Mountains"
Will See More in Montana"
Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1954.

Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1954.

Treasure State"
Land of Shining Mountains"

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1955.
Treasure State"

Montana Registrar of Motor Vehicles, STATE LICENSE
PLATES, 1955.

Treasure State'

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1955.
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1956: —--"The Treasure State"
THE BOOK OF THE STATES, 1956-1957.

—-"The Treasure State"
—-"The Bonanza State"

ENCYCLOPEDIA AMERICANA, Vol. XIX (edition for 1956).
--"The Treasure State"

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1956.
—--"The Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1956.

1957: --""The Treasure State'
Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1957.
--"The Treasure State"

Montana Registrar of Motor Vehicles, STATE LICENSE
PLATES, 1957.

--"The Treasure State"
ENCYCLOPEDIA AMERICANA YEARBOOK for 1957.
--"The Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1957.

1958: —-"The Treasure State'"
THE BOOK OF THE STATES, 1958-1959.

--"The Treasure State
--"The Land of Shining Mountains"

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1958.
~-~""The Treasure State"

ENCYCLOPEDIA AMERICANA YEARBOOK for 1958.
—--"The Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1958.

1959: —-"The Treasure State"
--""The Land of Shining Mountains'

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1959.

--"The Treasure State"

Montana Registrar of Motor Vehicles, STATE LICENSE
PLATES, 1959.
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(1959): £-"The

—-"The

1960: -="The

__"The
--"The

--"The

—-"The

wh

1961: -="The
——"The

-="The

—-"The

1962; —--"The
-="The

Treasure State"
ENCYCLOPEDIA AMERICANA YEARBOOK for 1959.
Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1959.

Treasure State"
THE BOOK OF THE STATES, 1960-1961,

Treasure State'
Land of Shining Mountains"

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1960.
Treasure State"

ENCYCLOPEDIA AMERICANA YEARBOOK for 1960.
Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1960.

Treasure State"
Vacationer's Paradise"

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1961.
Treasure State"

ENCYCLOPEDIA AMERICANA YEARBOOK for 1961.
Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1961.

Big Sky Country"
Land of Shining Mountains"

--"Montana: High, Wide, and Handsome"
--"Everything To Do...And Beauty Too"

--"The

——"The

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1962
(this is the first road map on which "Big Sky Country"
replaces ''"Treasure State').

Treasure State"
ENCYCLOPEDIA AMERICANA YEARBOOK for 1962.

Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1962.

1963: --no reference

ENCYCLOPEDIA AMERICANA YEARBOOKS (in the run of annual-
update volumes for 1963 through 1975, no state nickname
is given for Montana).
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(1963):

1964:

1965:

1966:

1967:

13

--"The Big Sky Country"

--""The Treasure State"

-="The Land of Shining Mountains"

--"The Four-Season Big-Sky Vacationland"

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1963
(N.b.: both "Big Sky Country'" and "Treasure State"
are used).

—-"The Treasure State

Montana Registrar of Motor Vehicles, STATE LICENSE
PLATES, 1963.

—-"The Treasure State'

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1963.

--"The Big Sky Country"
--"The Treasure State
--"The Big Sky Vacationland"
Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1964.

—-"The Treasure State'

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1964.

~-"The Big Sky Country"
--"The Treasure State"
—--"The Four-Season Big-Sky Vacationland"

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1965.
—-"The Treasure State'

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1965.

--"The Big Sky Country"
~-""The Treasure State"
~-"Your Four-Season Big-Sky Vacationland"
Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1966.

—-"The Treasure State'

THE WORLD AIMANAC, 1966.

--""The Big Sky Country"
--""The Treasure State"
--"Your Four-Season Big Sky Vacationland"

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1967.
--"The Big Sky Country"

Montana Registrar of Motor Vehicles, STATE LICENSE

PLATES, 1967 (N.b.: this is the first time that "Big

Sky Country" replaces '"Treasure State' on the license
plates).
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(1967):

1968:

1969:

1970:

1971:
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—-"The Treasure State'

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1967.

--"The Big Sky Country"
--"The Treasure State

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1968.
--"Big Sky Country"

Montana Registrar of Motor Vehicles, STATE LICENSE
PLATES, 1968.

~-"The Treasure State'

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1968.

--"The Big Sky Country"
~-"The Treasure State"

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1969.
—-"The Treasure State'

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1969.

~="The Big Sky Country"

--"The Treasure State"

--"Escape to Montana...Where Magnificence is an Everyday
Happening"

~--"The Four-Season Vacationland"

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1970.
--no reference

Montana Registrar of Motor Vehicles, STATE LICENSE
PLATES, 1970 (new license plates were issued in 1970,
but I cannot determine if they carried a nickname).

--"The Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1970.

--"The Big Sky Country"

--"The Treasure State"

--""The Great Escape...to Montana"

--"Montana Is More Than a State of the Union—-It Is a State of
Mind"

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1971.
--"The Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1971.
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1972:

1973:

1974:

1975:
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—~"The Big Sky Country"
—-"The Treasure State"
—-"Montana--Between Glacier and Yellowstone National Parks'

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1972.

—-"The Treasure State'

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1972.

--"The Big Sky Country"
--"The Treasure State"
--"Montana--Between Glacier and Yellowstone National Parks"
—--'""Montana: A Four-Season Playground"
--"Montana: The Great Escape"
Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1973.

--no reference

Montana Registrar of Motor Vehicles, STATE LICENSE
@ PLATES, 1973 (new license plates were issued in 1973,
but I cannot determine if they carried a nickname).

~="The Treasure State'

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1973.

--""The Big Sky Country"
--"The Treasure State"
--"Montana--Between Glacier and Yellowstone National Parks"
Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1974.
--"The Treasure State"
THE BOOK OF THE STATES, 1974-1975.

—-"The Treasure State'

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1974.

--"The Treasure State"
--"The Last of the Big Time Splendors"

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1975.
--no reference

Montana Registrar of Motor Vehicles, STATE LICENSE

PLATES (new U.S. Bicentennial license plates were

issued in 1975, but I cannot determine if they

carried a nickname).

--"The Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1975.
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1976:

1977:

1978:

1979:

1980:

1981:
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~-"The Treasure State'
—-"Montana--Land of History and Adventure"
--"Montana--The Seeing and Doing Country"

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP,
--"The Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1976.

--"The Big Sky Country"

—-"The Treasure State"

--"The Last of the Big Time Splendors"
--""Montana--Big as All Outdoors"

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP,
--"The Treasure State"
THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1977.

wh

--"The Treasure State"
--"The Last of the Big Time Splendors
--'""Montana--Big as All Outdoors'
Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP,

—~-""The Treasure State'

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1978.

--"The Big Sky State"
--"The Treasure State'
--""The Last of the Big Time Splendors'

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP,
--"The Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1979.

--"The Big Sky Country"
--"The Treasure State
--"The Last of the Big Time Splendors"

1976.

1977.

1978.

1979.

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1979-

1980.
~-"The Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1980.

--"The Big Sky"
—-"The Treasure State'
--"Montana--the Four-Season Vacationland"

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1981-

1982.
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(1981): ~-""The Treasure State'

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1981.

1982: —-"The Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1982.

1983: --"The Big Sky"
~="The Treasure State"
--'""Montana--the Four-Season Vacationland"
--""Montana: Naturally Inviting"

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1983-
1984.

--"The Treasure State"

--""The Big Sky Country"

--"The Land of Shining Mountains"
THE HAMMOND ALMANAC, 1983.

—--"The Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1983.

1984: —-"The Treasure State'"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1984.

1985: --"The Big Sky"
—--"Montana--Naturally Inviting'

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1985-
1986.

--"The Treasure State'

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1985.

1986: —-"The Treasure State'

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1986.

1987: --"The Big Sky"
--"Montana--Naturally Inviting"

Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1987-
1988.

--"The Treasure State"

THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1987.
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1988: --no reference
Montana Registrar of Motor Vehicles, STATE LICENSE
PLATES (optional Centennial license plates issued
1988ff.; carry no nickname).
—-"The Treasure State'"
THE WORLD ALMANAC, 1988.

--"Montana--Unspoiled, Unforgettable"

Montana Tourism Advisory Council competition winner.

1989: --"Hitting the High Spots in Montana"
Montana Highway Commission, STATE HIGHWAY MAP, 1989-

1990 (cover of map is a reprint of the cover/slogan
from the 1938 map).

Wioa~ "o —
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