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THE 116TH ENGINEERS IV THE SALAMAUA CAMPAIGY

by
Kennsth J. Deacon

The Allied victory in the Buna-Sanananda-Gona area (January
1943) ended the Papuan Campaign and opensd the way for an offen~-
sive up the New Guinea coast, Despite their setback in Papua,
the Japanese still held advantageous positions from which they
might blook the projected offensive. Reinforcing the Lae-
Sulannua:réi; Japanese tightened their hold on the Vitiagz
Straits, gateway to Northeast New Guinea., Toward the end of
Jamary a Japanese force from Salamaua attacked the advanced
Allied airdrome at Wau. After a see-gaw battle, the Australians
repelled the enemy and then counter-attacked. Gradually they
forced the Japanese back to a line of fortifications which
extendsd from Mubo eastward to Nassau Bay.

Pursuant to General NacArthur's strategic plan, the

3d Australian Division and the Jungleers wers assigned the

mission of sei:zing and ocoupying Salamaua, the main Japanese
outpost guarding Huon Peninsula, 25 miles to the north. The
Australianas would continue to advance along inland trails through

the jungle. A task force from the 4lst Division would land at

Nassau Bay, establish a base, and join up with the Australians.
S —

Depending entirely upon air drop and carrier parties for



logistical support, the Australians had no easy time conducting
sustained military operations against an enemy 6,000 or more
strong. But once a base was established at agsau Bay, it would
be possible to transport supplies most of the way by water.

General Fuller, commanding the Jungleers, assigned the
mission of landing at N¥assau Bay to 4acKechnie Force (named
after its commander, Colonel Archibald R. MacKechnie, Inf.)
which included the lat Battalion of the 162d Infantry, elements
of the 5324 Engineer Boat and Shore Regiment, and Company A,
116th Engineer Cambat Battalion (lsss 1 platoon), commanded by
Captain Mi{lan 4. Casper. The force would stage at Morobe
(which the Jungleers had seized in April), located about 56
miles noutheaét of Salamaua.

Because of shallow, uncharted waters, the amphibious force

would move in Engineer landing crarft, whioh, being small, would
not meke easy targets for hostile aircraft. Loading on 30
boats furnished by the 2d Engineer Special Brigade, 2 captured
barges, and 3 ¥avy PT boats as escorts, MacKechnie Force de-
parted from Mageri Point (just north of Morobe) at dusk of
June 29. A raging storm imperilled the flotilla, and visibility
became so poor that one PT boat lost the convoy and another led

the first wave of boats almost to Salamaua before turning back.

Meanwhile an Australian platoon with signal lamps reached the

landing beach. Having followed ocircuitous paths through swamp
———————————

and jungle to evade the ensmy, it had taken the Australians two
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days to negotiate an air distance of only eight miles.

YacKechnie Foroe reached Nassau Bay about midnight, June

29-30. Save for the blinker lights, the shore was completely

blacked cut, and overpowering waves generated by the storm

cast the small boats far up onto the beach. Only ons of 21

which landed was able to get back to sea. The pounding surf

soon flooded the rest with sand and water. The third wave of

boats, bearing ar infantry ocompany and a platoon of combat
engineers, was not landed lest these craft should also broach
and leave the task force utterly stranded. This wave came in
on July 2 after the storm had subsided.

While no one had perished, the 740 men at Nassau Bay wers

in an unenviable predicament. Their radios were out of order,

P

and some of their weapons, ammnition, and rations were lost or

damaged, Their Bgats were wrecked beyond reggif. They expected

the Japanese to attack at any time and realized that the Australians
wore too far back in the jungle to give any direct and immediate
assistance.

Throughout the night the amphibian engineers performed
extensive salvage operations while the divisional engineers

opened tracks across the beach, over which they dragged supplies

on a sled built from local timber. This being done, all engineer

troops volunteered the next morning to help defend the beachhead.
Company C, 1624 Infantry, patrolled south to the Tabali
River without contacting the enemy. Company A of the same

S



regiment and the Australian platoon moved nprthwnrd toward the
Bitoi. Permitting forward elementa to advance, the Japanese
from oconcealed positions opened fire on their rear. It soon
became evident that there were more Japanese than expected in
this sector. Then the Australians ran out of emmunition, the
combat and amphibian engineers were sent in to bolster the defense.

Toward nightfall two infantry platoons were shifted to the
north from the quiet southern flank, leaving only ons to deflend
the Tabali River line., Shortly after this happened several hun-
dred Japanese, who had been lying low, crossed the river and
attacked in force. Greatly outnumbered, the infantry platoon
fell back to prepared positionas on the beachhead proper. Cambat
and amphibian engineers were rushed from the north end of the
bgach to meet the attack.

Although small in scope, the attack on the beachhead was
vicious and sustained, TWhenever possible the Americans fired
from fo;holel and trenches as the Japanese combined Banzai

e ———

charges with deceptive taotics. A catskinner and mechanic

from the 116th Engineers doubled as a machine gun team with

considerable success. Several Japanese reached the broached

boats. Not all of the machine guns had been dismounted from

these craft, and the enemy began to rake the American flank

—————

with fire from these weapons., The Jungleers dealt effectively

with this menace and thereupon removed all guns and ammunition.

At various times throughout the night the Japanese infiltrated

—————
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the lines but wore dispatched in hand to hand fighting with

trench knives, bayonets, and rifle butts. At daybreak the

ey

Japanese force withdrew into the jungle. In their baptism of

fire the combat engineers suffered losses of 1 man killed and
2 wounded; the amphibs, 7 killed and 12 wounded. Colonel
MacKechnie later congratulated the engineers for their courageous
defense of the beachhead. He stated that all other reserves had
been committed to repel simultanecus attacks from the north and
that not a man could be spared to help defend their sector.

On July 2 the 3d wave of MacKechnie Force landad at Nassau
Bay. With the beachhead secured, the combat engineers who had
been serving as infantry turned their efforts fo building a road
across the beach to the south arm of the Bitoi. That day infantry-
men moved up the Bitol River valley to link up with the Australians
in the Mubo area. As there was no road, the Junglsers had to
carry equipment, rations, weapons, and ammumition over a footpath
which led through swamps and jungle and which crossed and recrossed
the river. By July 4 the force penetrated 6% miles inland to
the junction of the Bitoi and Buyawim Rivers.

The Japanese offersd stout resistance from Bitoi Ridge, a

—

terrain feature to the north which from a height of 2,800 feet

EEE—————————

overlooks the Bitoi River, the Mubo-KomiatumeSalamaua track,
and merges with Mt. Tambu on the north. So that artillery might
be brought within range of Bitoi Ridge and other strongpoints,

combat engineers and artillerymen built a pioneer road to the
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river junction. They had 1ittle mechanical squipment and their
work with beset by difficulties caused by rainy weather and
rough terrain., The engineers orected itimber bridges and laid
corduroy corduroy through stretches of swamp. By July 7
construction had progressed sufficiently for Battery C, 218th
S —

Field Artillery Battalion, to move within range of 3itoi Ridge.
The construction of this and similar roads wers of great tactical
importance and also saved time and effort in moving supplies
forward. In the words of Colonel lacKechnie, "without the
oxcellent work of the Erxgineers, thias would have been a virtual
imposasibility.”

The fighting ard the terrain became progressively rougher,
but within a week the Allies captured Green Hill, Lababia Ridge,
Bitoi Rldge, and Mubo. To consolidate their hold on these

positions, Company A, 116th Engineers, was assigned the task

of moving 75mm howitzers to the summit of Green Hill, This

involved a distance of eight miles and the crossing of Lababia
Ridge. With the assistance of artillerymen, the engineers

disassemblsd the zuns in order to manhandle tham across terrain

which a places reached heighta of 3,000 feet. Some loads could

——

ey

not be reduced below 287 pounds. These had to be hoisted by

ropes over extremely unbroken ground.
The men who performed this operation had to travel as
a cavrtvidae
lightly as possible. Each man carried only a rifle, es=r=msiSUWR

belt, a canteen of water, and "C" rations. It was imown that no

- 6=



water would be available on Lababia Ridge, so a group of natives

was detailed to bring up water in S-gallon cans. By evening of

the first day the enginesrs manhandled the guns to the top of
the ridge and get up defensive positions. The weather was hot
and muggy and the carriers did not arrive. As an expedient

T

the jungle-wige engineers cut Loya vines from which they

“—

drained enough water to quench their thirst. Thus tided over,

they moved the howitzera to the top of Greem Hill and then
returned to the besachhead to prepare for operations at Tambu Bay.
In mid-July Coane Force (another tactical organization of
the 1624 Infantry) eatablished a forward beachhead for unloading
supplies at Tambu Bay, which lies midway between Nassau Bay and
Salamaua, Commanded by Brig. Gen. Ralph W, Coane, this force
inocluded the 2d and 34 Battalions of the 162d Infantry, Company
A, 116th Engineers, and 2 companies of the 542d Engineer Boat
" and Shore Regiment,

At Tambu Bay the Japanese offered tenacious resistance,

partiocularly from Roosevelt Ridge which direotly overloaked

the beach. They had dug underground tunnels which connected
mutually supporting emplacements and which provided shelter
from artillery and mortars.

Company A, 116th Engineers, constructed an extensive network
of roads and trails throughout the area, linking the beachhead
with Mt., Tambu, to the southwest, and Dot Inlet, to the north.
They carved more than a half mile of track up the sides of

T



Roosevelt Ridze. At places the terrain was so reough that
until trails wers cut it had taken six hours to move suprlies
barely a mile. Throughout this work the angineers were con-
stantly harassed by small onemy infiltrations btehind the front
ine positions. Ton mon from the company voluntsered to assist
the infantry in destroying hostile fortifications on Roosevelt
Ridge with demolitioma. BEach man carriaed a charge in his hand

and another in hia pack. A shargs consisted of 8 pounds of TNT

laced with primacord, to whioh was attached a cap and a grenade

— —

that sorved as a detomator. The whole thing would explods in
and_was werful inducement for fas’gv Tootwork.)

Just 5 seconds after the pin was puliEEXTfélthough exposure to

S

machine gun and rifle fire compounded the danger of this
business, the demolitioniats succeeded in blowing up seven
occupied positions. |

Coane Force captured most of Roosevelt Ridga on august 14.

Mive days later Australian troops and the lst BDattalion, 1824
Infantry, occupisd Mt. Tambu. Continuing its support missioms,
Company A, 116th Engineers, built a landing strip from which
cub aircraft could diract artillery fire on Salamaua. During
the first week of September the Allies steppad up their drive
ag  the Australian 7th and 9th Divisions made airborme and
amphibious assaulis near Yadzadb and Las. 3y that time the
enemy's entire front had collapsed. Om September 11 the
Australians and the Junglsers forded the broad Francisco River

and entered 3al a_unopposed. Seventy-three days of combat

B



had elapsed since the initial assault at lassau Bay. Thile

e

awaiting their return to Australia for a well deserved rest,

the 1156th Fngineers counstrucsted a 550«foot bridgs across the
Francisco and put in roads and water points for troops in the

Salamauva area.
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Dear Hazﬁzs

I was aon Biak, and then sergeant, just

I became a iaster uergeant in the Oregon Haticnal Gu
Sgt. > hen M

recues

retired for the second time on 3 June 1977.

=t Qe A LA 247t e /Md Lo B .l Bany

IVII‘Q I d.Lu La Claxlk
355 Durham Street
Fugene, Cregon ¢7LOL

2ly April 1961

before leaving for the P. I.,
ard long afted the war; lst

ISGT, the rank received prior to my first retirement.: Then in 1973 I
ted to be taken from the retirement list and rejoined the Guard from which I

The "old woman" Sgt Churchill and I brought down irun the mountains was an American

[

were ordered by Col. Sweeney to pass
2 Thilivpine Scout proceed
Ceneral's :taff were fea “ul *””t as the Japane
caL+ure her after a th
de were se

reec

iec1ed bQCaUSQ of our
s

se

rs

yvlor to 19L2. The fi ~t hing she

was "Thank Cod, can 1 d a wire toc my daughter i

at division ! eaoquart nd flown te Leyte and t
ovadura--Buna-Gona

e operating

.

hen home .~~the next

Tambu Bay sort of wunt together.
betﬂecn Dobodura-0ra Bay znd
Jectpd to air raids and infrequent ground fire.

Mi:si01ary who had been safely hidden by the natives of Zambo for three years., ve
through the friendly forces front line and with

through the Japanese llneUg and bring her to safety. The
retreated they would SuCCGShfully
The trip was fKore scarey than being seriously

extensive comvat infantryman training
said =fter P“tn¢ng her down from the mountain

n California?" the was dronped off

day. ~

The first elements
being with front line troops we
As all troops moved closer

ao Buna Cona-Tampu bay ground fire was more frequent; fortunately we came through un-

scathed,
alternated duty at the front lines--ccllecting

material for icentification, escorting conveys, etc, guarding

Artillary fire and HMG fire were botherse

moie up at the front. We
collecting Japanese
check points.

I went ashore &n the first wave om a LCVP operated by the Coast Guard, and as stated in

the
7 helped organize the

Subject Letter from

and extra jac
: EHERE
undergrowth for

Ra

C'}‘
wn
i

at first, but
landing I was one of (13 L

Lxt came in with the ault forces and beach

ifx ured
cver and landing on top
evacuated to a hospital
reunicn in fea-Tac,

an Biak when his
ship and that
I had - r1t$en

but

elliandia was a cake walk compared to other ope

FW to the CG 1 was the seniorMP Non-Com on Loara.
group of about LB people into some sort of order, helping the man
angd MP who's appendix burst--made a litter out of

kepf strict radio silence, and traveled through

hours until we met the advanced scouts of 162--some
trained under me wihile in . the training cadre at Ft. Lewis,
after hg-got the story all down why we were off the
Q:jﬂ the first
party--advanced group.

's that came ashore in

Jeep hit a large 1
lower bzck which was se
was the last time 1 caw
to him a number of *
in Seattle

ations like Attape and Wadkef,

After landing

strong poles
swamp water and
of the men were
dajor Wendall was so mad
hook, 1In the Zambo
4ave. L was a volunteer

and mine which flipped it
: damaged. He was lmediately
him until the '79

B o A
o€ YEarsS.,

Now

s through
i

with her family.

Biak,

"’Mb when we landec there food was still on plates as the Japaneuu evacuated from
the veach area almost the time we Were landing. when Major wencall and the other IF's
returnec [rom the small jisland near Hollandia they rowed the barge back-also used poles.
tive of us hid under the .tanks that first night. Ve had eight PCW88 that were in a
biy bomb crater and were eliminated by fire., I was wounded during the fire by having

Lla““ of metalcut across the top of my left arm and shouldeg:.and in the left thigh.
no bic deal.

" +
Ihe(f2§5ufcon brought in the lippo officer--Fe was the only POW captured there--

Mindord
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While on I"indora we were petting ready for the ’aldwaan invasion as well as the

Zambo affair. DBack to Baak for a momunt. I stole i cases cof uMgc eze red wine which

I buried in the wet sand and my b#ddy and T had & Dotule every ht along with

warm bread we received from the nearby bakery for a bottle of Mindora was a bore.
We had air alerts or actual bombings almost daily the first nm so on Biak. Our
Ack-4ck and fighter coverage kept them away moct ol the time. Eti“l they would sneak

iose

in aleng the beach anc¢ strddf or drop bombs nol very accuate, (ur big worry were the
caves znd the hundrede of Japeneese inside them that came out and harressed us. Wwhen
sux my old 3rd Eo of the 162 was ordered up the cliffs of Biak cn a frental attack only
11 men o L Compamy walked out W‘+h“uf a wound., The MP's also tried to keep other
trocps fromrentering the caves that faced the beach, but still they tried and some

were wouned or killed.

The Balinese girls were probably dieased but they were ofi-limits--lcAnther's personal
mEEXEE orders. Lhney demmped behind a series of tent f£lies hooked together so that

all personnel was kept out except Ameripan Nurses, a ﬁéctor, and good handlers--none

at night. We had a six-man patrol on duty at all times and excorted then down to the
river where they took “Their daily teth--as they walked into the water their sarong
gradually was clipped off and they swam and bathe# and then as they started tc get out
of the water, they re-robed. They were very pretty, but badly treated and the last day
ve were there they boarded planes and were also taken back to leyte.

T have a num'er of lists of the former FMP's, but none are offic ial--all told my tally
amounts to about 07. While on all our operations in combat we excorted POW's back to
divieien or army headquatters.--one in particular was a full Colonel in Japanese

Air Tntelligence that I escorted directly to MeArthur's Headquarters and his fenior G-2Z.
1 gave him a bottle of that lovely red wind for a box of Dutch Master Cigars and how

P. W. loved them when I got back to Biak. Another time I tock two Sgts. back (veryyis sn
early in the Biak operation) tc advanced G-2 headwuarters located on Hollandia///I also
flew from Hollandia to Sydney te fick up four AWOL people~-one from 218, 1 from 116th
Medicd and 2 from 163.

t is too bad that the Arn my Diary that I kept from the time we were
ated in Hockbampton through Sananada to lea, New Guinea, with the promise that 1

culd get it back. I had a complete list of MP personnel, our daily work, PCW list
items about food, my work with the natives between Oro Eay and Dobodura, and many
inter

I also had one started in Mindoro through
JolojTawie Tawie (spelling) It was pilfirYed from my bag cne night and that was the
end of that. Without notes it is hard to go back so far in one'ls memory and try to
re-build accounts of one's actions during thai conflict.

resting stories about our "Gang'.
T

When we landed in Zambo I was a sergeant and in gettingashore was a task in ibsell

cue to the action of the ccean and the mcuntain guns pounding acay at us. These guns
were 1ocated high up on the cliffs and wEx®E preoved difficuli to knock out., Once ashore
Sgt. Tjader and I were directing ocur MP's as to their duties while we were helping the

wouhded, moving trucks that were left with engines rimning sc that other vehicles could

get up o ff the beach. We moved 11 in a row that were full of ammo. The beach parthk

- . - .0 3 &l & h - -
racio jeep received a direct hit killing all the staff of ths commo group with this
Jeep. If blood or pieces of bodies were found in the trucks drivers refused to get
bazk in tnem so Tjader and I were kept busy, plus trylng to drag wounded behind some

rrotect’ ve devices, Iniskept up for 13 hours., It was during this hectic time that

I wae wounded across my left calf, right ankle and right thigh, plus a slash across

my lower left shoulder--back side. Oh! yes. On Hollandia when I went to remove my

fatigue jacket, most of it feel away as burnt clothe and Cptl Flint told me that my

back was blistered from the intense heat from the fire. The scot plus blood was all
over my back and I wasn't even aware of it until he told me.

o

Like you I am in good health and have treasured all the uunvlcc stories by you. If
5 as anned will be in San Jose. As ever, v
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Hargis Westerfield

414 N‘-J. 25tho Sto -y O 5—7 ‘(-' ...>¢'J ';"
Xearney,ileb, 68847 E:C“'J1 (AL

' -5 2F / S
Dear Hargis; ( % M/_f

The followimg is 2 reccll of what my experiences were after
joining the 4lst., Div. M.P.'s.All this took place more than
35 years ago so the recall isn't what it should be but I will
do my best, I am elated that you did ask as the 41st, holds a
special place in my heart, .

I am not sure about dates but when I mention certain places,I
know that you will be able to xEaXzkmx relate the time,

I joined the 4lst., while they were at Dobadura.l was interviewed
by Major Wendell and two of the sergeants.If my recall is right,
the sergeants were Weeks,Churchill and posgibly Jack Schuldt,.
One of those names could be wrong but like I said,the reczll is
not to good noweIl am just FBYX 57" tall and Major Wendell
wanted to know how I had come out in the past in any fpghts that
I might have had,I told him that I had a big nose but that it had
never been broken,(By the way,I had transferred out of the 36th.
M.P.Co.)After that interview,I was in.As far as Wars go, gé??fﬁg
into the 41lst., Div. was fantastic for me,Th M.P. Co. had a great
bunch of guys #nd it Xxxmxx was like a fraternity although

very business like,

I made seven beag%—heads with the 4lst. M.P, Co. which were as
OwS. Al tape, Wakde, oalamau, blak,Mindoro,Mindanao,Leyte and I

believe There was o:e OtLh€ u st can recall,

Soldiering with the 41lst. guys was a pleasure,They were great,

We made the landings and we did our jobs., The landings that I have
included are just those that I was on, I know that there were

many other M.P., cadres that went to many othere places also.

Our treatment of Jap prisoners was as I reacll very good.,I do
remember envying them when ever they were fed, We would get the
reguler.grub and they would get rice and fish with gravy.Damn

know viether I wanted to shoot at the Nips or the guy that threw

If my mouth didn er.To this day, I Iike Japanese rood,

I egn remember seeing one prisoner being interpeted by Sgt.
Churchill,This o0ld boy got so scared of Church that he started
biting the end of his kmmmgEx tongue off,I never did find out
whether the tongue came off or not,

There are instances from every one of the landingd,but do any

of the boys remember how tough Asbéepe was when 5 P.M. came around
and the Japs would infiltrate,Never failed.I saw fire fights that 1i
1lit up the skies for hundreds of yards.,They got around the M.,A.3.H.

/¢ units and also captured our quad fifties and turned them on us.
4%ﬁt daylight, the perimeter was full of Nips right at the strung

tin cans.I'1l1l telIl you, our infantry boys were something else.
Xt ome o1 the fire fights,I can remember being in a fox-hole when
one of our guys wanted to get my attention. He was in a foxhole
next to mine, He threw a clump of dirt at me and I thought it was
a grenade., I browled Wy pants and flew out of ohnat hole and didn't

the dirt.
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I fecl that with all the“incoming shells and the other stuff that goes

with landings,l believe Aitape was the most nerve wracking.With

the infiltration, air ralds and our guys getting stuck 1In the stomach

¢oing to the chow line, by some N1p jumping oulb of = tree,I fecl vhatv

Was utne jackpot. At AlTtape, I leit to go back to the rear lines. Ve
lew some Jap prisoners back and to bet back to the Company,I

hitched a ride on a squadron of P.T. EBoats,

. I've got to mention Bjiak.That was the place.,ie had z Jap beer dump
» nt that place., A chit was needed for any officer to take any Beer
@'out.Naturally the M,FP.'s were doing the guarding. 1 guess the
statute of limitations is over by now so I can tell the story.Do
sou guys remember the beach at Biak, Just in back of us a few hundred
vyards were the lKts. and the Caves, Well, that's where most of the
infantry were doing their thing. Hargis, I had those old infantry
voys parsding back to the beach like a bunch of cavalry getting
beer to take back to their lines and buduies,You would have thought
it was a Safari in Africa the way those guys were hiking back to their
foxnole¥s wivh cases of beer on their backs, You know, I've always been
9 L1L1tile proud OI that circumstvance,
\Zﬁyas walking guard one middle of that night there when I saw a
10 pound can of spam lying in the road. I knew damn well that none
of ouf| guys would try to take "§E§§f so I knew there were =z bunch
pf Japs around xkx that were hung £ry. dever did mmx spot any though,
At 3iek there, we had a big shell hole hole there that was ringed
with wire that we used as a P.0O.W. prison.,l can remember one nlbht gua
CU=TOIng e, We were uSing Iommy guns av that time for guard duty.
I startec to get a little tired and shifted my sitting position. £
The Tommy gun came down hard on the dirt and the damn thing went ofg . - .
X'yith = short burst of about 3 rounds. Brother,I had to dig the Eo
bi¢ est damn kaxXxxmEX latrine hole that those guys ever saw with the ° -
compliments of Major Wendell,bless him, g v
I czn remember standing guard over hundredg of loaves of bread. é
They were loaded with boll weevils but still everybody wantea some. oA
Tnat wes atbt Oro Bay 11 My memoTy BGIVES ME Tight.Urders were orders i
50 uarding we had to do. There were hundreds of Aussie soldiers -
nere who wanteu the bread but I had to say no. We were getting ready
leave on those large L.S.T.'s and it looked like I had to go E -
on the same L.S.T. as the Aussies were on., They saw me starting to 64
come aboerd and started yelling,"Come on Yank",I took off like
a rlea on a dead dog snd told Major Wendell about tiuis.] told Rim nhat
711 1 had to go on that ship I was going to be thrown overboard for sur.
cure.,He relented and so I am able to write these experiences to you
EO\.LJJ.
Jay Hargis, I didn't know there was booze found at Zambo.Could have
used some,By the way, At Zambo, we were living in tents atop of the
city Jail House., We could see the fire fights from miles away that
our infantry boys were involved in,There was a small town called
fevuan a couple of miles from Zambo. One day me and another of the
boys were walking and sightseeing and we saw some women making
sandals out of Abaca,(Coconut Hemp).We liked them,(the Shoes)and
\ we made a deal with thet«_ﬂe bought up the used paracnute silk and
Ve beczme their partners.,gx

e
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>§; were selling so darn many\andjl was depositing so much money in
soldiers savings that one of our Lieutenants called me in and wanted
to know whether I was selling snoces or booze.
1 banked that ho..ey as I was waiting to go back to Australia on R and R
so that I could get married,
met a terrific Auscsie gal that I am still married too with a great
vxéon and two Grandchildren,1 married Joan Hamilton,from Longreach,
RSlGeces
I guess that the memories I have of the associstion with the 4lst,
are sowme of the dearest to me.
I can even remember sharing some"gﬁﬁls with lMajor Hendell while we
were in the Jungle.

Well, I am rambling on because as I write . certain things come to
mind,

I want you to excuse the errors in the typing,I am a salesman and
not & stenographer,I am also sure that you will edit this so some of
the m¥mix events,I hope will be put in order,by you fellows,

hkrgis, if at all possible, can you let me have Paul Wendells where- ‘
a2bouts.It would be nice to drop Bim a line,I am glad to know he s still.
around. I always look at taps in the Jungleer and it alwzsys saddens me
to see our guys going by attrition,

I pvelong to the Southwest Chapter but I don't attend todmany meetings
as I travel for a living.I rep fofa Cslif., Co. and sell beads to the
Craft Industry and to the trading posts and Reservations.

the way,Dick Schumann who I believe was in signal is in Scottsdale
So.HExxsxmyx¥axxmaX He does my income tax every year., We were
tklking about San Jose this year but its a bad time for me to go.
Tnat's when we do our xmas business, I will try though.

Well Hergis, I hope the info I gave you has helped. If there is
anything else I can do for you, please ask.I will try my best., In the
event that any of this goes in the Jungleer mxx and if my name is
used, I would appreciate the information about my wife going in
11so,She is still with me but has been quite ill,

y best regards to all the guys.

5

XREERERXXYXX Respectfully,
Don Robinson
4425 N, 78th. St. Apt. 131 B
Scottsdale, Az, 85251
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I can 2lso remember while we were at 3alamau, Bill Olds and I went for
a hike one day.We walked for miles until we came to a Hlver(fran01sco)
We took our clothes offand forded and still walked. In those

days we were young and foolish with plenty of nerve.

We came across Jap camps that still had food on the table and was stil
warm, We took the rifles and headed back to our camp.We made it o.k.

but now that I think back, I wonder how many Japs were behind in the
jungle watching us.

I would like to say that soldiering with the M.P.Platoon was
great. They were all good soldiers and wnen we did our duty whether 1n 3
town or the jungles, we did our duty properly.

Paul Wendell was one hell of a C.O.

After getting back to the states,I saw Paul wendell at his home a
xEMEXEx couple of times and If I remember correctly he was at

my sisters house for dinner, After that we all drift apart I guess,
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John W Willis June 14,1980
1441 South Paso Rea

Space 255

Rowland Helights

California 091743

Dear Hargils
I will attempt to glve you some of information that you
noked me to send to you,
I was with 1 company 162 and Jjoined the I & R at Morobe
New Guinea.l did not sse much of.platoon as was sent up cozst witl
two other I & R Men and a Austraillian to watch a beach in a aresa
of nutive village to watch for a possible Japaneese landing., We
wero recalled in a couple of weeks to £0 on 2 landing below Roesevelt
ridec, The I & R were in a Japaneese barge and we got lost in
severe storm from rest of landing party who were in LCV & LCM and
beenuse of heavy surf and waves 10 feet high they were all demolished.
wot Sullivan swam ashore do get orders and were told to walt for
wiives Lo go dewn befor landing . 9 I & R men were posted on three
1slands in area ahead of time to gulde landing party With lonterns
and dld ot return to platoon ior some tlme, —
I went on a lot of patrols in Roosevelt ridge - Salamaua
aren not that I was extra brave but because I was one of few in
platoon who did not come down wlith malaria.Iwent on a thre day
patrol with Lt Folsom ,Cpl Cornle and native guide Taplola, We found
the supply trall from Salamaua to Roesevelt Ridge and after that
wiy blocked, Salamaua was taken by our forces. Thils article was in
Jungleer and LT.Folsom recleved a Legion of Merit for this patrol,
1 nlso went on a sea patrol in a landing craft with Col Roosevelt
'rom the beach behind Roosevelt Ridge teo Salamaua. As we went around
the ridge we wer fired at by Japaneese on the beach we all hit the
deck but the Colonel and I told him to get down or he would get hit,
He told me I am a o0ld man have lived a full 1live and I want to see
what 1s golng on.
At the time of the Hollandia landing we begin having-men
#oing home on the point system, We were also offered a seven day
“Turlough to Australla., No one would take furlough becauqe they all
TnTed Lo 5o Nome.T Took a seven day ons to Melbourne , On way back
I came down wilth Malaria was hogspltalized at Brisbane and then sent
to Malaria camp in Reckhampton and it was over three months vefore
I returned to unit and fightling was pru,t*cal ly over &n Blak except
for scattered small starving units,
A short time after I got to Biak,Sgt Sullivan was picked
for rotation home.I was called in to Colonels tent and he said 1
have chosen for you to be the New I & R platoon Sgts I told him I
wis not too interested and several men outranked me. He said I know
you are a card player ( I had won a $1000 doldars in poker zame the
provious night) but the army never hiired you to play cards and as
01 now you are running platoon with or without rank. He was a great
believer in the unit and expanded 1t from 28 men and officler to
52 men, We had not recieved a replacement for Lt.Folsom at that time,
I am sending you a copy of that 52 man roster,
\/ The line companys went into traing but the I & R ran patrols
) Lleoot every day trying to keep Japaneese from getting food and
witer so they would surender,l will relate on a few of these,
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We went around one side of Biak in a amphiblious truvk 4 men angd
colored engineer for a driver.,I Told him toanchor a2 % mile off

shore and we would be back in acouple of dayse.He sald I will anchor
and swim ashore and go with you I will not stay alone and he did real
good on patrol and wanted to Join outfit, We run into 4 Japs the first
day and they weres heating water called out for them to surrender but
they reached for thelr weapons and had to shootthem,We returned to
beach area. the next day where their was a cement floored church and

4 under ground river came out of hill by church, We captured four

Jupancese in area and!was a2 Major who had made his privates draw to
sce which one would be eaten and we found the soldier hanging In
native hut » lguestloned him and he said who are you to Jjudge me
have you ever been starving.He said I went to collegein England
before the war and I am as intelligent as any of you and you do not
know what you will do 1f you are dying of starvation, I fed them

and made them wash out the church which had been used as a bathroom
by the Japaneese,
There was a Lake inland in this area and later we led G Co, 152
Lo block off this area and as 1%t was 4 hr walk for I & R patrol
but. allmost 7 hours for company with their heavy weapons.About
half way wehit a native hut arca and we 4 I & R killled 4 Japs before
@ company caught up with ug. I got 11 wristwatches off one Jap a
lonsiene my dad wore for 10 yoirse. 1ne G COMpPANY GAPCL. a4 New man
Tid Uhe next time you run into the enemy do not shoot but wait
tor us as I want to give my new men experience.,Well a couple hours
later my head scout told me some Japs were heading our way down trail
and called Capt, and his men up to front of column but his front
scout got buck fever and Zito had to shoot the lcad man then all
' zuns opened up and G company took care of situatliagyn, The captain
winted some of Us to transfer to his company but I told him there-
wns no chance as Ihme,Zito and Neerman were all explerienced I & R men,
Another patroll was to a native garden We had 7 I & R, 2
army CIQ@ Men who had been asking to go on patrol, andwe were followed
at a dlstance by bunch of natives who were not used as scouts they
were not a good bunch of people. After we had taken a area they would
plek up every thing we left behind canteens and cookling ware especlaaly.
On this patrol Zito and I got 7 sabers and lot of flags . We killled 7
Japs and captured 7 who were mostly Korean laborsrs:,
The airforce sent a colonel to wur area to ask to recover the

body of a ace p&lot who had crashed in Jungle when his fighter 4id
rot. come out of dive, It was a 2 day patrol witn no water availabel

I took 12 men and 8 of them Just over from states also a work detail
Lo carry out body. I told new men that they would have to be very
sparing with water as 1t was o long 7 mile trip throough Junzde

and we had to cut our way.They sald that could run 20 miles and Jjust
keep out of their way.Well they ran out of water the first day

and we had to share ours to set them back to camp.They said yoR are:
walking fool I told them I nad been down in this climate fof 1¢
months and was use to it, Wo could not find the plane in heavy Jung

le
t11ll we got asslstance from™a airforce piper cub, The plane made a. [/ !
s 15 deep Jn_coral and the opillots body a hole three feet deep as hig

parachute did not have time to open., We had to kill 4 Jjaps who had

made a shelter out of parachute, Even though we poured formaldehyde
over body the carriers could not stand the smell so decided to come
back a week later as 1t does not take long in jungle, When we came

back the bones were so brittle from the fall that gll we were able

to salvage was one thigh bone.
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A couple of amusing things about the I & R on Blak
4 There was no coffee for gwhile on the Island and we had become
aquaihted with P T sg airon when they were attached to 162
for rations and I even got to ride on one for a day. Corp Zito
took a bunch of Jap rifles and rode back 300 miles wift_g_TFBH
oI CIeIT SUBPLY Crips 2t rnraded [or ® 200U pounds ol collge
Ind we had Tull colonels coming Dy at NigNt O ZEt & cup or.
coffee.One night Col,.Rossevel? came in with a box of cigars and
d1d not get out WITH MANy I8IC. W& 2150 traded some rifles to liberty
(ihip for sheets and the interpreter 4id Japanecsc Writing and the
draltsman the red sun and we were selling these to maringg who were
on Snips 1n harpbor ror $25 per flag 1t worked good until we got greedy
{ und did not give ink time to dry,.
When we left Blak we went to Island of Mindora in Philiphines
~where we-RXXXXIKAZX Where we trained on motorized recon with 4@ div
recon Company and alone, we had seven Jeeps , divided into qroups
of three,each group had_their radlo channel and plt.Sgt had 2 radios
in his jeep and could tald with either group or regimental S 2,
cach _Jeep had a mounted Bar and 50 cal.,Machine gun., We went on one
“ombat patrol O thlis fsland ,1t was reported that some Japaneese had

“ come down in PhIlippine XXXX&&X.Village and raped a girl and stole

come food.Wg rode in jeeps as far as they woudd go to some mountains
tqvn took g foot patrel but found nothinz,
As the time zprrazked Apprecached for the HIRAX Zamboanga landing
I was picked for rotation home but was told before I could leave would
half to go to Zamboanga and help unload LST that I would be ascigned
to o Our landing craft was cloges .on the beach to Japaneese Artillery
Wit had 300 tons of aviation gas and 300 tons of 155 artillery shells.
we no more got gas unloaded untll incoming shedls 1t hit and set it
afire, and as we were unloading shells we got direct hits on ramp
kllling 162 men who were picked to go home,Im fact the first shell there
woere o of us on ramp and I wag Only one tnat"did not get hit, I got
{ vo dlsgusted because ensign would not move his craft out of artillery
" range we were only ones getting hit th4d when we were unloaded 1 Caught
n Jeep and rode up to 162 headquarters and spent day and night with
I & R and next morning returncd to ship and started hom.ec,
I am sending you some plctures t®o look at put want them returned
when you get through looking at them,
We have went to Quitp a few reunions « Log angeles,San Francisco
Yellowstone,Detroit, and Portland. Now that 1 am retired and gas 1s
hish we can not afford to go as much as we did in pasts. 1 saw Neerman
/ for first time in 30 years and the first thing he sald was you know
N 3100 1 owed you well the statue of limitations have run out you can
kKigs 1t good by I sure laughed at his Joke.He had cancer of thraot and
1 see where he passed away last year in jungler.We also visited with
him in Portland., My original compaby I 162 has a reunion every 5 years

S‘)’ in Bend Oregon and we plan to attend if possible labor day week end. In

1979 we had around 60 former I company attend the reulonf
I was Public works superintendent for City of HUntington Pyrk
Jifornia and retired in July 1976.1 had 31 years with city., I had
a. w’”IcLlrj to write my letters.l dug out my sons old portable and you
wlll have to excuse the misgtakes as 1t has been years and my fingers
fusxkx Just wont allways hit right keys so I misspedled some words. 1
sure dreaded writing this letter but my wife told me to get on the.Ball,

Sincerely Yours
41st Buddy
John W Willis (Casev
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The Yank fighting philosophy -as you well inow- was quite different to that of the
Japanese. No Yank was ever thrilled by *the idea of dying for his country-(preferring
to live for It) althourn we all knew 1T could happen al any time.  Dying 15 all too
=5fTem the result of fighting for ones country, but should never be the goal. Again,
my own feelings- but shared - I am sure by all Yanks , as well as soldlers of other

enlightened nations.

My memories of Hollandia are rather sparse. T can't recall any ﬁ.T.léZ contact with
enemy ground forces, 1n that area of combat. Ynow we moved around ¢ ot to hold
vital positions, but no fighting. We must have been used to secure g nd taken by
other units. Hollandia was our lirst offensive on returning to New Guine after our

rest and regrougipv Tm Australia following ‘msalana

thrill 1t was to see troop ships,

Iz

1o

ua campadign. I can remember what a

ba

ttle wagorns destroyers, etc., spread

out across the sea, 4% lar
down thelr bombaranent,

ac T ‘q;.x
G UL

sible

eve could seéc. And then agaln, when tae lavy laid
after wave of B17 and B24 bombers laid their eggs

on the beach. It that the very land itself could withstand such an
assault, let alone & > of the enemy. ﬂc had never seen anything like 1t bve-
for; one could a«t;%liﬂ sec the concussion waves (similar to heat wavest rising from
the ground. All - previous b h-head lanain gs had been a matter of leap-frogging
up the beaches in a dozen or so Hipgins boats and L.C.M's.

de landed at zhite ach 1 ﬂﬁJ narched stralght to Pancake Hill, where we were held
in reserve, Just at dusk a Avlu Jap bomber (Washing Machine Charlie) flew over
White i 1 35

v the

total

suppl needed Ior our campaign-drop-

ping Mmis of 1t. Almost immediately, flames were leaping 100ULt
Tnto the The flames soon spread to ammunitions™
and other = from the cloSést part ol the beach,
but even was a fearful ht..artillery and mortar shells were
bursting. shooting hundreds of feet into the air., Some of
spent on Fancake Hill, but none of them vAPlO’“ The end
result qf 11mout all of our supplies for the campaign, food,

t! e

th*#"

il

ammuniti olnhce

expedivion was cispatehed with more than adequate

supplies no machinery set up to get more supplies to us. Fortunately for us
the Hol ign wasn't all that difficult, so the heavy loss of supplies wasn't
as seriou might have been under tougher conditions.

we were on half rations most of the time and we utilized all the Jgp clothing that we

could obTain, ( we did have a little

Nip paiﬂma: for several weelks during
for tropical

a and more sultable

problem with the fit though ). T wore a pair of
that period. They proved to be Tar more comiort-
wear than my G.I. fatigues. I could wash thenm

out knowing that they would be dqz\i§ain in a few minutes.

After the hostilities were all over A.T.

town of Hollandia.
monotony of our "C" rations diet wit
were with me, DI 1 can't seem to re
and a dozen grenades and headed for
mined to get some good food for the

ol Nundred pounds, to tal

Co. %bivouced on the beach just south of the

Three or four of my buddies and I decided to try to breal the

h some fresh fish.(Dewey Keys,
member the others.) We secu
a little island about amile «

and Rlaine ¥essler,
cld row-boat,
beach, determ-

d

£

red an
of
,K

the

company kitchen. We placed our grenades into several
much swimming and diving to reTrieve the stunned

back to camp, and decided it was time

very nice schools of fish and after
I1sh, we had & couple
to head for the shore,
As we approached the boach we 'mew s
waving shirts , and at us to
out thwu while we wer ing, A.T
) : ‘ .
- 47. )

omething was wrong; there were men on the beach
come %n. ] could. It turned
Coa sz to a new locatlon.

SO We

leave

\vV‘M
cwh




with the rest of the company for our new location,

We had no sooner reached our destination when T was teld to report to the tent of
Lt. Harbaugh, (our company commander) and to bring ny fishing buddies with me. I was

\f: S/Sgt. at the time and the only ranked man in the group of fishermen. We received
a gentlemen-like dressing down, after placing the other 1h"w( nen on l.¥, begin-
ing the next day, he dismissed them. After they left the
sald, "oteve, I don't know wha do with you." 1 told
type of punishment he had in his mind, but unless
K.FP.the others, which I did. DYNothing further wa
later on in the campalgn he told me he often wishe
fish we had brought bac! that day.

'
he looked at me and
that I didn't know what
4 rbade it, I was going to go on
1id about the incident, except that
iz had been abhle to utilize the

/ily Cur introduction to the lindanan was at Perang, Jay ‘Yith. Cur duty that day was mopping
/7> up as the 24 Div. %34 made the initial assault, and had scattered the enemy. We set
Aj up base camps and the Cotabato area. The s there were broken up into

the move., Althoush we had several brief skirmishes,

small groups and
I can recall no A

/\

I went out on patrol with L ambushed by about 4#0-50 Japs near Dilap.
/j, I was up zhead with the sco : : {bhulu Wwas one other Lt., I can't re-
“k member who for s T ibly Lt. Bean) were with the main body of troops further back.
<7 Anyway, I took it upon myselfl men from the rear to provide fire power, so
/\*ﬂc lead scouts could withdra sught our way ugt of that, withdrawing under heavy
=2 mortar fire (probably Inee i some of them. We were armed with only
* H. 1's and ::?H‘_’ £fen 25 1in our ranks. de went back the next
day equipped for a firs fisht, bul The @nemy had moved on.

iie

. A m T
e Y} fie ke WO ALTE

over the 5 our destlnat
bof , 4z unloaded, cut i, chained the trucks together,
ur ‘added traction, and when one became hopelossly mired, used cats to pull them out,

2E ey wo We set up a base camp with defenslve perimeters right”
hallow basin type postion. AT, Co., perinmeter was near
$ ¢, although-f he Journal extracts you sent to

Hear the end of

a truclk convoy, headed north
adn't covered many miles

(V0]

me- it nust have be the Fitogo or the uduu}ﬂ- I knou tacts with the enemy
on that excursion 1though was thought large groups were escaping through that area.

There was
rains subsi
our vehicl

We ended up
amboanga ; wWe Were > when
old-timers were sent btateside

back to
pane :nde:? announced. [fron there, we
ischarge, and thc newer members went on up to Japan.

nargis, I enjoyed your remarks about your trip up to lew Guinea, aboard the old "west-
ralia", really relating to the poker players. I too, have seen them playing, often in
g st rediculous circunstances. Again, T hope you will be able to glean some inform-

’
S ik
o~ o~ 5 -~ 7 3 v
n of use to you and you

Lette and T both send regards-she does all my typing.
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About, Murphy-24 March 1945~ 1t was just after noon meal that K Co. started
te advance. I was second scout that day, with 212 men in a refle co., 210
men behind me. Moving along, slowly and using care, just all at once I

maw the first scout's rifle out of the corner of my eye come to his.shoul-
der. Testerman (Hillbillie) as we called him. Both armed with M-1Is,

He fired twice and I fired once before hitting the ground. Several gren-
ades were thrown. Murphy had the BAR. We were right on top of a Jap mch,
gun nest with 5 Japs which~ we killed, all of them. Just after that with

3 men in a hole bedded down for the night, 2 sleeping, 1 sitting guard

with M-I. It was raining and so dark you couldn't hardly see your hand in
front of your face, while on guard I hearda thud noise. 3 Jap grenades
came in the hole. I threw them out, 2 out of 3 went off just after letting
go of them,

The next morning just outside of our hole was a €' 6'% Jap Imperial Marine
(dead) armed with a spear. I did a lot of firing with the BAR. I had 10
magazines (200 rounds) and two assistants e:ich had 4 mapazines and usually
I carried a bandoe 5250 rounds) on top of that. Mast of the time [ fired
in the day time only but thils one night we had a Banzi attack. T fired
50 much that the next morning I hadto have a new barrel Irom ordinance,

We didn't have any casualties but don't remember when it was; but some time
while still at Zamboanga.

16 March 1945, K Co. had tried to go up Mt. Copisan. We were part way up
when James L. Cram was killed. After that we retreated for the night.

The next morning we made it to the top without any trouble, While there
I remember we could see at least one other ontfit in the distance., (A Co.)

18 March 1945- Stonecypher was killed during  the pnight, while sitting
guard in his hole. He was hit with a rifle slug in the neck. 25 Ma rch
1945~ Brown-1 remember seeing him after he was dead. but can't recall any
details outside of when we were advancing he was killed.
~June or July-You don't show it: Capt. KRobert C. Watson, lst sgt. VWiyatt B,
Watts,
Like I say, the jeep driver with the Capt in front seat, Sgt. in rear hit
a landmine killing both the Capt. and Sgt, and the driver wasn't hurt. The
Capt. was replaced witha 1st Lt. James Luftkin from either L or M Co. as
CO. Check with your writers of L & M Co. and see if they can remember any
details.
Something else, T still have the original order Hdo, 162 Inf. APO L1l-effect-
ive 16 March 1G45
I Award of the Combat Infantry Badge
IT Award of the Good Conduct Medal
IIT Award of the Oak Leaf Cluster
751 men awarded CIB with 56 men from K Co. Including myself, Award of the
Oak Leaf “luster 12 March 1945.

. One of your company rosters should show a Manuel G. Gordea wounded in action.
This list doesn't tell which company, but lists his mother's address; 3203
E. Washington St. Stockton, Calif,

Offhand I don't know anybody that could help you. I have thousht about it,
checked records and newspaper clippings for several days and I hope I have
helped you with this information and will be available if you need more
information,
Had a nice memorial day services, Went to Dr. office for check up Tuesday.
Continued arthritis medicine for anotiier year (Motrin 600-3 a day). Am
trying to go through local service officer and VA in Cincinnati for tests
in the near future for Atomic radiation.

As ever,,
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g0, a town in Nova

yunty, on the East Ri NEW GUINEA, gin’é, an island in the southwest west through a series of parallel ranges that nar-

Pictou Harbour (an inléf Pacific Ocean between the equator and Australia.  row to the eastern tail-end of the island. Rugged
it) and approximately Shaped like a huge bird, it stretches about 1,500  terrain, interrupted in places by upland basins,
.ast of Halifax by rail. Tl : miles (2,400 km) from northwest to southeast and  plateaus, and lakes, dominates the island interi-
i g ; has 2 maximum width of more than 450 miles or. The principal range in Irian Jaya is the Mao-
720 km). Its area of about 306,000 square miles ke, whicﬁ has peaks rising above 15,000 feet
(792,500 sq km) makes it the world’s second- (4,572 meters). Puncak Jaya, formerly Mt. Car-
largest island, after Greenland. Surrounding stensz, has an elevation of 16,503 feet (5,030
bays and gulfs merge into the Ceram Sea on the meters) and a permanent snowcap. In Papua
west, the Bismarck and Solomon seas on the east, New Guinea the cordillera reaches from the
and the Coral and Arafura seas on the south. broad complex of the Central Highlands to the

Portuguese navigators were the first Europe- - Owen Stani)ey Range. The highest peaks exceed
ans to discover the island, during the early 16th 14,000 feet (4,267 meters). A belt of recently
century. The Spanish explorer Ynigo Ortiz de  active volcanoes that lies parallel to the northeast
Retes named it New Guinea in 1545 after the coast continues through the adjacent island of

- deposits in the vicini

by Scottish immigrants, N
rated in 1875. Importan
ufacturing, pulp mill
iir works. Population: 9,

royalty of, gro-nd’ds, an
the Spanish empire in ¥
ing New Granada (Col

,(.lor., aqd Pa;liiﬁna,vi_t Wil H ¢ Guinea coast of West Africa. In 1828 the Neth- New Britain.
gltf)nesf o LPT 1(,;'er0 erlands added the western half of the island to The most extensive lowlands are floodplains
istant from Lima lor egl the Dutch East Indies. In 1884, Britain annexed and deltas of major rivers and, in southern Irian
: i)

Che seat of the new v the southeastern portion and Germany assumed Jaya, one of the world’s largest swampy regions.

control of the northeast. Numerous offshore coral reefs and islands are

was P({VEI’(Y'I'vi.dden.t 1 British New Guinea was transferred to Aus- scattered along the coastal approaches.
;{g'nc%ture was ln}llamyl o tralian administration in 1906 and renamed Pa- The drainage patterns of New Guinea reflect
L significant wealth coulds pua. At the end of World War I former German  the continental character of the island. Runoff

New Guinea became a League of Nations man-  from frequent heavy rains has dissected the high-

)ld and other mininﬁ. ol
i date under Australia. After World War II, al- lands while feeding several major rivers and

control was in the S

lares rather than the nal though the League mandate became a United many smaller streams. The principal rivers of
i ‘ \ations trusteeship, the entire eastern half of the  the northern watershed are the Mamberamo in
pendent development aj ; nland was administered by Australia as Papua—  Irian Jaya and the Sepik and Ramu in Papua New
cewhat greater in New G New Guinea until it achieved independence as  Guinea. On the southern watershed the Pulau,
oring territories. Geogra the nation of Papua New Guinea in 1975. Mapi, Digul, and Bian meander across the vast
‘d economic grpwth g Dutch New Guinea, or West Irian, was placed  swamps of Irian Jaya, while the Fly, Kikori, and
-al autonomy in the wi under Indonesian control in 1963, and following  Purari flow into the Gulf of Papua.
e governing co_upcxls b an affirmative vote by West Irianese councils in Lying almost entirely within 10 degrees of
rans. Some 60 cities and t 1969 it was proclaimed an Indonesian province. the equator, New Guinea has a tropical rain-
first serious uprising ag The name was changed to Irian Jaya in 1973. forest climate that is modified by elevation in the
> unsuccessful Comune: Relief, Drainage, and Climate. The outstanding mountainous interior and by seasonal changes in
10 the viceroyalty cea feature of New Guinea’s relief is a highland the direction of winds. The prevailing flow of
as jurisdictions began to hackbone that extends from the Doberai (former-  air is from the southeast from May to October

ence. v Vogelkop, or “Bird’s Head”) Peninsula in the  when the southeast trades are strongest, but that
173
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Villagers complete the thatched roof of a house built on
piles in the interior of eastern New Guinea.

season is generally the drier one because the
trades move parallel to the coasts. From Decem-
ber to early April a northwest monsoon influ-
ences the weather, bringing heavier rainfall to
most of the island. Port Moresby on the Gulf of
Papua has less than 50 inches (1,250 mm) a year
with minimums in July and August, but Kikori,
across the gulf to the northwest in the direct path
of the trages, receives more than 200 inches
(5,000 mm) with maximums during the trade-
wind season. Annual rainfall in Irian Jaya aver-
ages 100 inches (2,500 mm) at most stations and
is more evenly distributed through the year.
Rainfall also varies from year to year, apparently
in harmony with fluctuations of monsoon intensi-
ty between Asia and Australia.

Except in the drier coastal areas from Port
Moresby eastward, rainfall occurs on 100 or more
days a year, most of it coming with thunder-
storms. Tropical cyclones rarely visit New
Guinea; their usual paths being farther to the
south, but marginal effects occasionally reach the
coasts. Precipitation is in the form of snow at the
highest elevations in the interior, where clouds
obscure the mountains most of the year.

The greatest differences in temperature result
from elevation. Nights are cold in the highlands
throughout the year. In the lowlands mean
monthly temperatures vary little from an annual
average of about 80°F (27°C). Sea breezes ame-
liorate oppressive daytime heat along the coasts.

Vegetation and Wildlife. Most of New Guinea is
covered by tropical forest containing species that
are related to those of Asia and Australia. #As in
other tropical lands that reach to high elevations,
there is a vertical zonation of floral types. Man-
grove swamps, pandanus, coconuts, nipa, and
sago palms grow on or near many parts of the
coast. Dense rain forest with many kinds of
hardwoods and climbing vines occupies a zone

up to about 3,000 feet (900 meters). Indigenous
pines, beeches, and oaks prevail in a belt be-
tween the rain forest and the lower margin of a
mossy forest at about 5,000 feet (1,500 meters).
The mossy forest, consisting mainly of beeches
with dangling strands of moss and coats of lichen,
extends to the upper limit of trees at 10,500 feet
(3,200 meters). Above the tree line are alpine
forms, including tree ferns and stunted conifers,
that continue upward among interspersed
grasses to the small areas of permanent snow on
the highest peaks.

The practice of shifting (slash-and-burn) agri-
culture has reduced forest cover along intermedi-
ate slopes and in some highland basins. Areas of
kunai (spear grass) and “tik-tik” (wild sugarcane)
have expanded into former forested lands that
were burned or cleared for agriculture. On drier
parts of the island or where rainfall is concen-
trated in the monsoon season there is usually a
savannalike vegetation with scattered trees and
coarse grasses.

The wildlife of New Guinea is closely akin to
that of Australia. The many types of marsupials
include wallabies, tree kangaroos, bandicoots,
phalangers, and pouched mice. The echidna, or
spiny anteater, is an egg-laying monotreme relat-
ed to the echidnas and the platypus of Australia.
There are also fruit bats, known as flying foxes,
and rats. The dugong (manatee) and dolphins
are marine mamma%s that frequent coastal waters.

Birds are by far the most abundant species of
wildlife on land. Among more than 600 that
have been classified are the flightless cassowary,
birds of paradise, parrots, bower birds, and pi-
geons. Reptiles include pythons, many poison-
ous snakes, the giant monitor and other lizards,
and tortoises. Crocodiles are found in lowland
streams and many estuaries. Frogs of many
kinds make up the majority of amphibians. Fish
species numbering about 1,400 in the rivers an
coastal waters include commercially valuable
tuna and barramundi.

New Guinea is noted for its abundant variety
of colorful butterflies and moths. The island
also has malarial mosquitoes and ticks that carry
typhus.

Natural Resources. The tropical soils of New
Guinea are subject to leaching by heavy rains
and are easily eroded when exposed by forest
removal and cultivation. They nevertheless
have been agriculturally productive for thou-
sands of years. The best soils are found along
river floodplains and in the highland basins, al-
though productivity declines after a few years
unless plots are shifted or fertilizer is applied-
The swampy lowlands, especially in southern

Irian Jaya, have a limited potential because of

drainage problems, and they usually have few
native inhabitants except where sago palms ar¢
available for food. Terracing, shifting cultiva:
tion, and even occasional irrigation were moder-
ately successful adjustments to soil deficiencies
in the past, but deforestation, weed invasion®
(mainly grasses), and leaching have led to nativ¢
population pressures on the land.

Only a small fraction of New Guinea is poter”
tially arable land. The preferred areas are alonf
the narrow coastal plains and in valleys at inte”
mediate levels, where improved husbandr
could expand commercial plantation agriculturé:

The mountain forests of New Guinea’s inter!”
or contain valuable softwoods such as kauri, hooP
pines, and podocarps that are suitable for timber:
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st, however, are difficult to reach, making log-
Mo expensive. The best hardwoods of the rain
glnit are scattered among other species. Rattan
(:gcopal (a resin used in varnishes) are minor
L}

products of the rain forest.

sbundant fish and shellfish of the rivers and
-1;tal waters are important sources of food for
<07 latives. In addition to offshore fisheries,
¢ 1 shell, sponges, and sea cucumbers (béche-
) are marine resources of commercial

th ;
P(‘Jrl S
Jt..mer

alue. : ;
*“The mineral resources of the island have not

peen well explored, althou%h the geological
‘haracter of the rugged highlands suggests the
“ccurrence of metallic ores. Rich goldfields
‘h‘n\'t‘ been mined in the upper tributaries of the
\farkham River in the northeast. There are
known deposits of copper, silver, manganese,
and minor metals. A leading copper center is at
Ok Tedi in the Star Mountains of western Papua
\ew Guinea. Nickel occurs on Gag Island off
{ur western Irian Jaya.
0il exploration, mainly near the coasts, led to
roduction on the Doberai Peninsula of Irian
ava after the mid-20th century. Natural gas has
{yéen found in both the Sepik and Fly-Kikori
pasins of Paﬁ_ua New Guinea. The island’s lakes
and rivers offer prospects for a substantial devel-
opment of hydroelectric power resources.

The People. More than two thirds of New
Guinea’s people live in Papua New Guinea. In-
digenous population patterns are densest in the
nterior, where, because of the terrain, settle-
ments are often dispersed among upland valleys
und plateaus. Only a small proportion of the
natives inhabit the lowlands, although increasing
numbers have migrated to coastal villages and
towns for employment. With few exceptions the
swampy lands and broad river deltas are unin-
habited. Europeans, Indonesians, and other for-
eign expatriates are concentrated at plantation,
trade, and administrative centers along the coasts
or at mining settlements in the interior.

Three demographic groups make up the ma-

jority of the native population. The Papuans of

the southeast are dark skinned, woolly haired,

and of medium stature. Negritoid people of
small stature inhabit the central and western in-
terior. Tall, frizzy haired Melanesians live
mainly on the coasts and outlying islands. In
spite of these differences, New Guinea is com-
monly regarded as a part of the Melanesian cul-
ture region.

The linguistic diversity of New Guinea’s peo-
ple is probably greater than that of any area of
comparable size in the world. Isolated groups of
natives often speak a language not understood by
others in a nearby valley. The more than 700
spoken languages in Papua New Guinea and 250
in Irian Jaya fall into two main categories. Mel-
anesian dialects prevail on the coasts and off-
shore islands, whereas most other languages are
broadly classified as Papuan. The official lan-
guage of government in Papua New Guinea is
English, although a Pidgin English is widely
used for communication among ethnic groups
and in commerce. In Irian Jaya the principal lin-
gua franca is Malay, but the government encour-
ages the use of Indonesian as a universal language.

Because the native peoples have been isolat-
ed from outside social and technological influ-
ences, until recently they retained many of the
elements of a Stone Age culture. The main tra-
ditional economy is subsistence agriculture.
Shifting cultivation, involving rotation of fields
rather than crops, is common in the interior up-
lands, where steel axes and hoes have gradually
replaced digging sticks and stone tools for tend-
ing garden plots. Vegetables and starchy roots
are the principal crops; some villagers raise pigs
and poultry. On coastal lowlands coconuts and
sago starch are food sources. Fish and shellfish
supplement the diets of coast dwellers, whereas
birds and small animals are hunted in the up-
lands. A limited trade by natives is based on
such items as seashells, bird feathers, wood carv-
ings, food, and copra made by drying coconut
meat. Government policies and the introduction
of modern technology continue to bring about
inevitable cultural changes.

HowaRD J. CRITCHFIELD
Western Washington University
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COMPANY C
Station: Bozeman

Inducted Losses Net
Officers ..o 4 0 4
Enlisted Men .............. 101 12 89
Name Serial Number Home Town
CAPTAIN
Henderson, Maurice E. ................0-242833............ Bozeman

FIRST SERGEANT

Hicks, Walter V. ... 20,929,162.......... Bozeman
SERGEANTS
Criswell, Raymond L.* ... 20,929,163.......... Bozeman
Daems, Otto L. ... 20,929,164.......... Bozeman
Dixon, Donald P. ................... .......20,929,165.......... Bozeman
Funk, Alfred C.* ... 20,929,166.......... Bozeman
Hill, Paul ................... oot 20,929,167.......... Bozeman
Lowe, Edwin E.* .. ... 20,929,168.......... Bozeman
McQuary, Richard M. ............... 20,929,169.......... Bozeman
Ross, Harry D. ... 20,929,170.......... Bozeman
CORPORALS
Dixon, Robert A. ... 20,929,171.......... Bozeman
Drum, John J. ... 20,929,172.......... Miles City
Gray, Frank M. Jr. ... 20,929,173.......... Bozeman
Poynter, Harold E. ..................... 20,929,174.......... Bozeman
Story, Nelson IV ... 20,929,175.......... Bozeman
Whitney, Lyle G. ... 20,929,176.......... Bozeman
Woodland, Frank J. ................. 20,929,177.......... Bozeman
Yost, James A.* ... ... 20,929,178.......... Belgrade
FIRST CLASS PRIVATES
Carter, Kenneth L. ................... 20,929,179.......... Butte
Danzer, Wallace H. .................... 20,929,184.......... Denton
Dent, Junior S. ... ... 20,929,180.......... Bozeman
Dye, Robert F. ... 20,929,181..........Bozeman
Gunter, Jack C. ... .ol 20,929,182......... Bozeman
Grooters, Bert* ... ... 20,929,183..........Bozeman
Johnson, William H. ................... 20,929,185..........Bozeman
Kindig, Lewis W.* ... 20,929,186.......... Gallatin Gateway
Lewis, Frank D. ... 20,929,187.......... Bozeman
Lewis, Jack B. ....... L S 20,929,188.......... Bozeman
Peplinski, John P. ... 20,929,189..........Beech, N. D.
Sunderiand, Marvin E. ..............20,929,190.......... Bozeman
Treat, Virgil ... ...l 20,929,191.......... Bozeman
Yadon, Kemmeth L. ... 20,929,192......... Bozeman

Yost, Harold W. ... 20,929,193.......... Bozeman
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COMPANY C—(Continued)

PRIVATES
Altman, Merlin J. ... 20,929,234.......... Bozeman
Ballard, Fred L. ... 20,929,194.......... Bozeman
Barnes, Glen L. ... 20,929,195.......... Bozeman
Barnes, William D. ................... .. 20,929,196......... . Craig
Brown, Everett W. .....................20,929,197.......... Bozeman
Burrell, Lester W. ... 20,929,198.......... Logan
Callantine, William T. ................20,929,224 ... ... Three Forks
Cattrell, Charles P. ................... 20,929,199........ Bozeman
Chamberlain, Maurice G. ............ 20,929,200.......... Stockton, Kansas
Cles, Leslie P. ... 20,929,201.......... Powell, Wyoming
Cloninger, Wilson F. ............... . 20,929,202....... .. Gallatin Gateway
Cloyd, Jasper L. ... 20,929,203.......... Belgrade
Corkins, Jack P. .........................20,929,204. ... .. Bozeman
Davison, Donald N. .................. 20,929,205.......... Bozeman
Davison, Stanley C. .................. 20,929,206.......... Highwood
Duncan, Floyd L. ...................... 20,929,207.......... Belgrade
Freeman, Alfred F. .................. 20,929,208.......... Bozeman.
Haglund, Phillip G. ....................20,929,209.......... Watkins
Hamilton, Melvin A. .. ... 20,929,210.......... Belgrade
Hanson, Gale D. ... 20,929,211, ... ... Bozeman
Jenkins, Josephus ...................... 20,929,212......... Bozeman
Johnson, Albert E.* ... .. 20,929,213.......... Conrad
Johnson, Robert E. ....................20,929,214. .. Bozeman
Jones, Earl C. ... 20,929,215.......... Bozeman
Keyes, Robert A. ... 20,929,216.......... Bozeman
Krein, Frederick ........................ 20,929,217..........Jamestown, N. D.
Kubm, Johw L oo 20,929,218.......... Watkins
Kundert, Frank T. ... 20,929,219..........Bozeman
Lawrence, Ivan O. ....................... 20,929,220.......... Bozeman
Lillegard, Glenn A. .................... 20,929,221......... Stanford
Lindgren, Carl R. .............. N 20,929,222......... Bozeman
Logan, Lee F. ... 20,929,223..........Bozeman
Lowe, Gerald R. ...................._.. 20,929,267.......... Bozeman
Markuson, Marvin A.* ... ... 20,929,225.......... Thompson Falls
Martin, Omer L. ... 20,929,226.......... Bozeman
McGaugh, Mayo C. ...................20,929,227 .. ... Manhattan
McHenry, Melvin C. .................... 20,929,228.......... Lone Pine
Meagher, Gordon F. .................. 20,929,229.......... Bozeman
Mikalson, Robert L.* .. ... 20,929,230.......... Eureka
Mikelson, Roy G. ....................... 20,929,231.......... Eureka
Miller, Clarence A. ... ......20,929,232.......... Menard
Mohl, John L. ... 20,929,233..........Bozeman
Mosher, Joseph ... 20,929,236.......... Twin Bridges
Neft, Robert F. ... 20,929,237..........Clasoil
Nevin, John W. ... .. 20,929,238.......... Bozeman
Nelson, Emil L. ... 20,929,239.......... Watkins
Nolser, Harvev I1.% '29.240. Bozer. ..
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COMPANY C—(Continued)

48. Nichols, Herbert E. ................... 20,929,241.......... Bozeman
49, Pattison, William J. ................. 20,929,244 .. .. . Bozeman
50. Ping, Marion L. ... ... 20,929,242.......... Bozeman
51. Richardson, William H. ..............20,929,245 ... .. .. Bozeman
52. JRinger, Paul T. ... ... 20,929,246........ ..Ringling
53.” Robbins, Kimball K. ... 20,929,247......... Denton
54. Rogney, Roger W. ... 20,929,248.......... Bozeman
55. Russell, Rowland E. M. ........... 20,929,249.. ... Manhattan
56. Rutledge, Loranzo D. .............. 20,929,235.......... Bozeman
57. Sandsness, Paul M. ... 20,929,250.......... Bozeman
58. Sandsness, Lloyd L. .................. 20,929,243.......... Bozeman
59. Scanlan, William H. .................. -20,929,251.......... Three Forks
60. Sponsler, Ivor W.* ... 20,929,252.......... Bozeman
61. Spring, Wilbur P.* ... 20,929,253.......... Belgrade
62, Swanson, Leslie ................ 20,929,266.......... Bozeman
63. Tooley, Creath A. ... 20,929,254 ........ Miles City
64. Townsend, Lloyd A. ................. 20,929,255.......... Bozeman
65. Weyand, William M. ... 20,929,256.......... Bozeman
66. Wheat, Charles L. .....................20,929,257.......... Bozeman
67. Wilcox, Joe C. ... 20,929,258.......... Stevensville
68. Wilson, James F. ... ... 20,929,259... ... Saco
69. Zimmerman, Walter M. ... ... 20,929,260..........Manhattan
*LLOSSES
1. Criswell, Raymond L. .............. 20,9:‘29,163 .......... Bozeman

Hon. Disch 9-19-40 Physical Disability

2. Funk, Alfred C. .......... eeeeeeeeeaeaene 20,929,166..........Bozeman
Hon. Disch 9-19-40 Physical Disability

3. Lowe, Edwin E. ... 20,929,168.......... Bozeman
Hon. Disch 9-19-40 Physical Disability

4, Yost, James A. ... YN N 20,929,178.......... Belgrade
Hon. Disch. 10-25-40 Dependency

5. Grooters, Bert .. ...l 20,929,183.......... Bozeman
Hon. Disch 9-19-40 Physical Disability

6. Kindig, Lewis W. ... 20,929,186.......... Gallatin Gateway
Hon. Disch 9-19-40 Physical Disability

7. Johnson, Albert E. ... 20,929,213..........Conrad
Hon. Disch 9-19-40 Physical Disability

8. Markuson, Marvin A. ... 20,929,225.......... Thompson Falls
Hon. Disch 9-19-40 Physical Disability

‘9. Mikalson, Robert Li. ................ 20,929,230.......... Eureka
Hon. Disch 9-19-40 Physical Disability
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out we returned to our gun position after
most of the infantry had passed through,
Tom and I were then reassigned.

After a short time Battery A was told
to cover Battery C, until they were estab-
lished in a new position back on the
beach. Battery A would then pack up and
follow., The Battalion spent that night
in our new position. At the end of our
first day on Biak Island, right back where
we started.

William Lenzner, Btry. A, 947th F.A. Bn,

1944~ On this island there is atout twe
inches of top soil, then coral, Two off-
icers were digginkja foxhole. Progress
was slow and by late afternoon, by piling
the loosened coral, they managed to get
below ground level, by laying on their
backs. About 9:00 PM, one said "I've got
to go to the btathroom, or werd:to that
effect". The other said "roll out of the
foxhole". The first replied, "no, with all
this wild firing, it would be my luck to
get hit"., After awhile there was tinkling

</‘ BTAK IST.AND, STHOUTEN. CHiIN- May 28,

sound., "what are you doing?" "I am using
my helmet, -
—Xionymous
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into the interior of the island, and to
locate an Jap airstrip that had been sur-
veyed, but never finished. Cur desTination
waSto join up with the 162nd and 186th
Infantry. of the 41st Division.

That afternoon, after having found
the camouflaged rcad and the airstrip, we
met up with Col., Newman and a patrol from
the 186th Infantry. It was now time to dig
in for the night. We were scratching into
the coral ground for foxholes, when we
were suddenly ambushed., The whole area was
being sprayed with machinegun fire and
small mortars. Col. Newmansaordered every- -—
one to stay low and disperse. At the same
time he ordered men from his patrol to
- search in different directions for the
enemy .

7]
>
T
£
Q
g

Both 0lgham and I were crawling on ocur
hands and knees awzy from what we thought
was the line of fire, A burst of machine-
gun fire intended for US, Just passed be-
tWeéen my head and Cldnam's rear end.
Thought surely he nad 1t, and ne turned a-
round expecting that I had been shot, but
we both lucked out. In a short time the men
returned and reported they had found the
Japs and my recollection was they killed
eleven of them,

Qur position was now intolerable and
Col. Newman radioed the 186th Infantry say-
ing "we were going to join up with them
that same evening and that it would be after
dark". We received an answer that their
perimeter was already posted and that they
would be alerted for us. In order to get
a fix on their position, they were asked to
send up a flare, and we were instructed to
watc or 1t., N were lucky for we saw the

25.



first one. The Colonel took a compass read-

" ingand we headed out through the jungle.

Single file through mud, water and dark-
ness, ,each man staying close enough to the
man in front of him, to enatle him to see

'

the small radiu utton pinned on his back.
We were each élven one by the 1nfantry. we
finally arrived close to the iniantry's per-
imeter and were challenged by them. After
the exchange of the password of the day,
they were satisfied we were the Americans
they were expecting. we were passed through
and were escorted to the spot where they

had dug in for the night. Now all we had

to do was to dig our foxholes- again in
coral.

The next morning Cldham radioed to
our headquarters on the beach, a2t which
time he was told the Allies were storming
the beaches of Normandy, France, what a
day to remember, Q Tu~eE P,

About this time we were watching a L
flight of B-25's and we could see they were
antiaircraft fire from the Jap navy, which
was trying to land troops. The bombers
circled and on making a new approach, the
bomb bay opened and they dropped their
bombs. We could not see the ships or water,
from the sound we could tell the bcmbs were
finding their targets.

Our position was on the ridge above
Mokmer airdrome and the plan was to descena
on it at the same time our troovs landed on
the beach, just across the main strip.

Just before we started down we were straffed

Z
20,

by a P-38 who must have thought we were Japs..
————————— *



He made two passes at us, and I heard an

order for all to shoot back on the next

pass, for which I Than® God never came. On
e way down one of our men was killed,

We setup an OP along side of the strip
which was built up about a foot with coral.
Soon we began to draw fire from the very
ridge we had just left. They were firing
4O mm gun directly at us and much of it
glanced off the strip immediately to our
front., Between bursts of their fire we
could srot smoke rising from the jungle on
the ridge and then it would be our turn
to direct artillery fire on them. Every
now and then the Japs would come out of
their caves and start shooting again. This

_awould include mountain artillery and mortars.,
I remember well when 0ldham said we had
just been bracketed amd _the next rounds.
would be on top of us. The rounds never
came, and having spotted more smoke on the
ridge we directed more fire on them, Dur-
ing all this fire and counterfire, we were
told we were firing Division Artillery
which included almost every piece on the
island.

After about six days and nights the
ridge looked almost bare and the infantry
was directed through that area. Several
days later we met up .,ith some of the men
who went through and they told us there
were dead Japs all over and hardly a tree
standing.

After all this shooting there was
still sporadic fire from the ridge., When
our party was relieved we had to leave by
a lan%;gg_parge and help carry on wounded
infantrymen who were on stretchers. This
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, was early morning at high tide, the Japs
started shooting at us. Their rounds landed
all around , no hits,

We arrived at our gun position after
breakfast, but our Mess Sergeant J.0. Ben-
net had lots of hot cakes and coffee wait-
ing, ‘which proved that A Battery had just
about the best cooks in the army.

For myself I know I will never forget
that experience and I am sure that goes
for Lieut. Runkle, Sergeant Oldham and
Patterson.

William Lenzner, Btry. A, 947th F,A. Bn.

This happened on Biak Isiand- Cur Ssi4, an
Irishman from New York, in his usual ind=-
ustrious manner, was down at the Bosnek Jet-
ty. looking for some extras for the Battalion.
Pausing in his work to watch the Air Corps
unload, he was accosted by an Air Corps Col-
onel: "Where is the air field"?, to which

i ._\our friend replied, "Down the coast road
AWViTA\in the Jap lines". "Thank you", said the

i olonel, "what did you say?"

Our S-4 was down at the Quartermaster dump
the next day when he was asked by a Quarter=-
master Lieutenant why some of hisShellsSwent
Whe-Whe-Whe, Well, replied the Captain, we
are required to shoot in the caves above

you and they are at right anglesto the

guns, so when you hear our shells going
Whee-Whee, the 947th is throwing a curve,

28,
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