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THE 116TII E!TGDlEEP.S I:l THE SALAMAUA CAJJPA!GN 

by 

Ienneth J. Deacon 

The Allied Tiotory in the Buna-Sanananda-Gona area (January 

l94Z) ended the Papuan Campaign and opened the way for an often-

sive up the Jew Guinea coast. Despite their eetbaclc in Papua, 

the Japanese still held advantageous poaitiol18 from whioh they 

might blook the projected offensive. Reinforcing the Lae­
ar~a._, 

Salamaua~ the Japanese tightened their hold o~ the Vitiaz 

Strait•• gateway to Northeast New Guinea. Toward the end ot 

Jamiary ~ Japanese force from Salamaua attacked the advanced 

Allied &irdrome at Wau. Arter a see-saw battle, the Australians 

repelled the enemy and then counter-attacked. Gradually they 

forced the Japanese back to a line of forti!'icationa whioh 

extended f'rom Vubo eastward to Nassau Bay. 

Purauant to General Kao.Arthur's strategic plan, the 

3d Australian Division and the Jungleers were assigned the -
mission or aeising and oooupyi.ng Salamaua, the main Japanese 

outpost guarding Huon Peninaula, 26 ID.ilea to the north. The 

Auatraliana would oontinue to advance along inland traila through 

the jungle. A task i'oroe trcn the 41 st Di vi aion would land at 

Nasaau Bay, establish a base, and join up with the Australians. 
--- ,. 

Depending entirely upon air drop and carrier parties for 



logistical support, the Australians had no eaay time conducting 

sustained military operations against an enemy 6,000 or more 

strong. But once a base waa eatablished at ~aasau Bay. it would 

be possible to transport supplies moat of the way by water. 

General Fuller, commanding the Jungleers, assigned the 

mi asion of landing at Nassau Bay to !!aoiechnie Force (named 

attar its acmmander, Colonel Archibald R. l&&eXechnie, Int.) 

which included the lat Battalion ot the 162d Infantry, elements 

ot the 532d Engineer Boat and Shore Regiment, and Company A, 

ll6th Engineer Combat Battalion (leas 1 platoon), commanded by 

Captain Milan lf. Ca aper. The force would stage at Morobe 

(which the Jungleera had seized in April), located about 56 

mile• southeast ot Salamaua. 

Because ot shallow, uncharted waters, the amphibious force 

would mat'• in Engineer landing craft, whioh, being small, would 

not .UCe easy targeta for hostile aircraft. Loading on 30 

boats turniahed bT the 2d Engineer Special Brigade, 2 captured 

barge11, and 3 Navy Pr boats as eaoorta. MaoKechnie Force de-

parted trom Kageri Point (just north of Korobe) at dusk ot 

, 'f '3> June 29. A raging atona imperilled the notilla, and viai bili ty 

became so poor that one PT boat loat the convoy and another led 

the first wave or boata almost to Salamau& before turniDg back. 

Meamrhil• an Australian platoon with signal lamps reached the 

landing beach. --------"""'"""- Having followed oiroui tou11 patha through swamp 

and jungle to evade the enemy, it had taken the A.ustraliana two 
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days to negotiate an air distance of only eight mi.las. 

!laoKechnie Foroe reached Nassau Bay about midnight, June 

29-30. Save tor the blinker lights. the shore was completel7 

blacked out. and overpowering waves generated by the atona 

oaat the small boata tar up onto the beach. Only one ot 21 

whioh landed was able to get back to sea. The pounding surf 

soon flooded the reat with 1and and water. The third wave ot 

boa.ta. bearing an infantry ocapany and a platoon of combat 

engineers. waa not landed lest these erai't should alao broach 

and leave the task force utterly stranded. This wave oame in 

on July 2 af'ter the storm had subsided. 

While no one had perished. the 740 men at Nassau Bay were 

in an unellTiable predicament. Their radios were out of order, 

and aanie ot their weapon•• ammunition, and rations were lost or 

dam.aged. Their boats were wreolced beyond repair. They expected 
-== "" 
th• Japane88 to attaclc at any time and realized that the Australians 

were too tar b&elc in the jungle to give any direct and immediate 

aaaiatanoe. 

Throughout the night the amphibian engineers performed 

extensive salvage operationa while the diviaional engineer• 

opened tracks acroea the beach. OTer which they dragged aupplie1 

on a sled built tram looal tiaber. Thia being done. all engineer 

troops volunteered the next morning to help defend the beachhead. 

Company C, 162d Infantry, patrolled south to the Tabali 

River without oontaoting the enemy. Company A of the same 
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regiment and the Australian platoon moved northward toward the 

Bitoi. Permitting forward element• to advance, the Japaneee 

from oonoealed positiona opened tire on their rear. It soon 

beo&me evident that there were more Japanese than expected in 

this sector. mum the .Al.l•tralians ran out of am.mtnitio~1 .the 

combat and amphibian engineers were sent in to bolster the de-tense. 

Toward nightfall two infantry platoons were shirted to the 

north f:rom ·th• qtiiet 1outharn nank. leaving only one to defend 

the Tabali River line. Shortly af'ter this happened several hun-

dred Japanese, who had been lying lo•. croesed the river and 

attacked in force. Greatly outnumbered, the infantry platoon 

tell back to prepared poeitiona on the beachhead proper. Combat 

and amphibian engineers were rushed from the north end of the 

beaoh to meet the attaok. 

Although small in scope, the attack on the beachhead waa 

vicious and auatained. WheneTer possible the Amerioa.ns fired 

from foxholea and trenohea as the Japanese oombined Banzai 

charges with deceptive tactics. A eatskinner a.nd mechanic 

from the ll6th Engineers doubled aa a machine gun team with 

oonaiderable euc~esa. Several Japanese reached the broached 

boata. Not all of the machine guna had been dismounted f'rom 

these craft, and the enenxy began to rake the American flanlc 

with tire trcn these weapona. The Jungleera dealt effectively 

with this menace and thereupon removed all guna and a.nmunition. 

At various timea throughout the night the Japanese infiltrated - ... 
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the lines but wore dispatched in hand to hand .N..gl:ting with 

trench knives, bayonets. and rifle butts. At daybreak the 

Japanese force vithdrew into the jungle. In their baptism ot 

fire the combat e:ngineera suffered losses ot 1 :man killed and 

2 wounded; the amphib1. 7 killed and 12 wounded. Colonel 

11aoXeohnie later oongrat\ilated the engineers for their oourageoua 

deten" of the beachhead. He stated that all other reaenea had 

been committed to repel 11.multaneoua attacks from the north and 

that not a man oould be epared to help defend their sector. 

On J'ul7 2 the 3d wave ot YacKeohnie Force landed at Nassau 

Bay. With the be.chhead s•cured. the combat engineer a who had 

been serving as infantry turned their efforts to building a road 

aero•• tha beach to the south arm. or the Bi toi. That day infantry­

men moved up ths Bi toi R1 ver valley to link up w1 th the Australian• 

1n the Kubo area. Aa there was no road, the Jungleera had to 

carry equi~ent. rations, weapona, and ammunition over a footpath 

which led through swampa and jungle and which crossed and reeroased 

the river. By Jul7 4 tho force penetrated &k milea inland to 

the junction ot th• Bi to1. and Buyawim R1 vers. 

The Japanese offered stout resistance !'ran Bitoi Ridge. a 

terrun feature to the north whioh f'rom a height or 2, 800 .f'eet 

overlooks th• Bitoi RiTer. the Mubo-Komiatua-Salamaua track, 

and merge a with Mt. Tam.bu on the north. So that artillery might 

be brou~ht within range or Bi toi Ridge and other strongpointa, 

combat engineers and artillerymen built a pioneer road to the 
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ri var junction. They had li ttli! !rrachanical equip~ent and their 

\Tork with be•et by difficulties oaused by rainy -Yeather and 

rough terrain. The engineers erected timber bridges and l~d 

corduroy oorduroy through stretches of Slfamp. By July 7 

oonetruction had progressed sufficiently for Battery c. 218th ----
Field Artillery Battalion, to lllOV& with.in range of Bi toi Ridge. 

The oonatruction of this and similar roada 'Nen.t ot Breat tactieal 

importance and also saved time and effort in movi.l'.lg supplies 

forward. In the words of Colonel MaoK.chnio. "without the 

oxcellent work or the Engineers. thia would have been a virtual 

impossibill ty." 

The fighting and the terrain beoa.me progressi-vely rougher, 

but lTi thin a week the Allies oapt-4.lred Green Hill. Lababia Ridge, 

Bitoi Ridge, and 1llbo. To consolidate their hold on these 

posi tiona, Company ~\. ll6th &igineers, was assigned the task 

of moving 75na howitzers to the summit of Green Hill. This 

involved a distance of eight miles and the crossing of Lababia 

Ridge. Wi "th the assistance of artillerymen. the engineers 

disaasemblsd the guns in order to manhandl., them across terrain 

which a places reached heights o1 .. 3,000 feet. Some loads could 

not be reduced below 267 pounds. These had to be hoisted by 

roP9• aTer extremdly unbroken ground. 

The men ·who performed thia operation had to travel as 
CL G a v tv-

0

\ d "'2. 
lightly as possible. Each man oarried only a ritle, 

bslt, a canteen of water, and "C" rations. It was known that no 

-6-



water would be available on Lababi• Ridge, so a group of natives 

waa detailed to bring up water in 5-gallon cana. By evening of 

the rirat day the engineers ma~'landled the guns to the .top ot 

the ridge and aet up defensive poaitiona. The weather was hot 

and llllggy and the carriers did not arri?e. As an expedient 

the jungle-nae engineer• out Loya vines from. which they 

drained enough water to quench their thir1t. Thua tided over, 

they moved the howitzer• to the top of Green Hill a.ud then 

returned to the beachhead to prepare tor operations at Tambu Bay. 

In mid-July Coane ll'oroe (another taotioal organization ot 

the 162d Infantry) established a forward beachhead for unloading 

aiippllea at Tambu Bay. whioh lies midway between Nassau Bay and 

Salamaua. Conmaxided by Brig. Gen. Ralph w. Coane, this force 

included the 2d and 3d Battalions ot the 162d Infantry. Company 

A, 116th Engineers. and 2 oompanies of the 542d Engineer Boat 

and Shore Regiment. 

At Tanbu Bay the Japanese offered tenacioua resistance, 

particularly from Rooaevelt Ridge which direotly overlooked 

the beach. They had dug underground tunnel• which connected 

'!mltually supporting emplacements and which provided ahel ter 

tram artillery and mortars. 

Company A, ll6th Engineers, oonatruoted an extenaive network 

of road• and trail• throughout the area, linking the beachhead 

with !It. Tambu. to the aoutmreat, and Dot Inlet, to the north. 

They carved more than a halt mile of track up the aides ot 

-7-



Roosevelt Ri:ise• At places the terrain 71as so ro~&h that 

until trails wero cut it had taken six hours to move 8Upplies 

barely a mile. Throughout thi a work the ~ngineers were con-

stantly harassed by small ~nemy infiltrations behind the front 

line positions. Tan mon from the oompany volunt~ered to assist 

the infantry in destroyi~ hostile f'ortit'ica tione on Rooaevel t 

Ridge nth demolitions. F'.aah zin oarriad a (Jhare;e ln his hand 

and another in his paok. A charga consiatad ot 8 pounds of TN'!' 

laced with primaoord, to whioh was attached a cap and a grenade 

that served aa a detonator. The ·aho1.e thing would .ex; loda in 
\...and Was a pb1Nerful inducement for fas" fo of.Vori<:_J 

just 5 aaoonde attar the pin was pulled A" Al though exposure to 

machine gun and rifle fire oampounded the danger of this 

busL~ese. the demolitioniata succeeded 1n blowing up se,en 

ocoupiod poaitiOllll. 

Coane Force oapturud most or Rooaevel t R:i~~ on ~iUgust l -4. 

?ive days later Australian troops and the lst Battalion, l62d 

In.fantry, occupied Mt. ':ambu. Continuing its ~Y.pport missions, 

Campany A, 1l6th E::agineere,_ built a landing strip from which 

oub airore.i"t could diraot artillery fire on Salamaua. During 

the first "R9ek of Septe;:nber the allies stepi)~d up thair <lrive 

as , the Australian 1t.~ and 9th Divisions made airborne a..'1.d 

amphibious assaults near ~ad%ab and Las. Dy that time the 

enemy' 1 entire front had collapsed. On Septaniber 11 the 

Australians and the Jungleers forded the broad Francisco F..i ver 

a~ entered Salaroaua UD.opposed. Seventy-three days of comb&t --
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had alapaad since the initial a.saaul t at 'r-raosau Day. ':-:hi.le 

a'.nliting their return to Australia for a well deserved rest, 

the 115th F.ngineers constructed a 550-foot brid.g" across the 

Fra.nci sco and put in road a and wa.ter points for troops in the 

Salamaua area. 
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Dear Hargis, ?L;J 
I 111 answer t~·1e questions listed by numbers. 

Mr. J.;.;~wis L .. Clark 
355 Durham Street 
Eugene, Cregon 5{l40L. 

2L1. April 19Bl 

I Has a~ on Biak, and then sergeant , just before leaving for the P. I., 
I became a l"Iaste r Sergeant in the Oregon National Guard long afterl the war; 1st 
Sgt., then :MSGT , the rank received prior to my fir~st retirement .! Then in 19? 3 I 
ree,uested to be taken fr om the retirement list and rejoined the Guard from wbich I 
ri.Jti red f or the second ti.me on 3 June 1977. 

The 11 old woman" Sgt Churchill and I brought down from :t he molU1tains was an American 
Mirsio rary who had been safely hidden by the natives of Zambo for three year!$• We 
we re orClered by Co1. Sweeney to pass through the friendly forces front line and with 
a Fhili r pi ne Scout proceed through the japanese line~~, and bring hr~r to safety. The 
CE:neral 1 f3 :. taff were fearful tbat as T;he Japanese r e t,reated they would successfully 
capture her after a t hr ee -year chase. The tri.p was more searey than being seriously 
dangerous. He were selected because of our exter;.sive combat inf antryman training 
prior to 1942. The first t hing sht.:; said ,;.fter gett..:ing her down from the mountain 
was "Thank God, can I send a wire to my daughter in California?" She was dropped off 
a.t di vision headquarters and flo~m t o Leyte and then home .. --the next day. ··· · · 

Sal. c=<. ~«Huan-Dobadura--Buna-Gona., Tai11bu Bay sort of we nt together. The first elements 
of F::? 1 s were operating between Dobodura-Ora Bay and being with front line troops we 
we: re subjected to air raids and infrequent grou.'1d fjJ:e. As all troops moved closer 
do Buna-Gona-Tampu" Bay ground fire was more frequent; Jcrtunately we ca.me through un­
scatbed. Artillary fire and tn1G fire ware bothers0~ :-· + mm.e up at the front. We 
alternated duty at the front lines--collecth.g -;,r e (very few · collecting J{Lpanese 
mat erial for identificationj escorting conveys _, etc, g1?.a .· 6 check points. 

h I went ashore mn the first wave on a LCVP operated by the Coast. Guard, and as stated in 
/ ,S/ thE-~ Subj ect Letter from FW to the CG rwas the senior:t-11' Non-Com on board. After landing 

t ~ J be1ped organize the t,roup of about ~eople i.nto some sort of order, helping the man 
~ na'!led :Fred --- ~·----, anr/. HP who's appendix burst--made-.<a litl-er out o.f strong poles 
\ and extra i.f¥-ckets, kept strict radio silence, and t ravel ed t hrough swamp water and 

unden_roi·tth f'o r hours until we :met ,the advanced scouts of 162--s ome of the men were 
"'-. train~d under me wbile in ; tne training cadre at Ft. L.6wis. Haj or Wendall was so mad 

) at firs t, but afte i' h~0 -:-o"t_ t 'he story all down. why we we .. re off the hooK:-.. I n t he iarnbo 
- . ..q..,.."1f landing I ~-:as one of 13 i:· 's that came as hore in t he .first ... 1ave a I w,!'. s a volunteer 

~t came in with the · ault forces and beach party-~-a~va.nced group. 

/':'\ f.r:a rtins·?n was injured an Biak when hj.s j e e_t) hit a Ja.r gE~ l and mine which fl i pped it 
f~/ over a nd landing on top of his lower b2.ck which wafJ serious damaged . Ee was i mmediately 

/ ~ Evacuo.ted to a hcspi tal ship and that was the las.t t i me I s aw h im unt i l the 179 
.-~/ reunicn i n i:::·ea- Tac, bl t I had writlten t o h im a number of time s thrc;u2h the y ears o Ifow 

\11e i s gone, but his lovely wife lives i.n E,eat.tle ~1tJ ith her J arn_i~ 1Y . 

1-~ ellandia was a cake walk cornpar ed to oth2r operations lik~ At L.ape and Wadkei, Biak, 
-Za 2bo, • ~, 'J-hen -~,ye landed t here food was still on r lates a s the Ja anes e evacuated f rom 
the beach area alrr1ost the time we were ano.ing . ,,, nc n ~.ia.Jor wenoa ...... ..L arm he ot ... 1er MP 1 s 
r et U 'Led f rom the small i sland near Hollandia they rowed tf'e b:::.rge back-al.so used poles. 
Five of us hid under the._ tanks that first night. · fo had eight PCW~S that were in a 
big bomb crater and were eliminated by fire. I was wounded during the f ire by having 
a pi ece of metalcut across the top of my left arm and shouldet; ; and in the left thigh. 
no big deal. 

·4:. . 
brought in the Nippo officer--Ee was the only POW car tured there--



\-Jhile on F indora ~j e were gc;tti.ng rea.dy f or the Palawaan. invasion as 1H31l a.s the 
Zambo ai'f~lir. Back to Bi ak for a mom1: ! t. I $"tol s h cases of <Ja ene2e red wine which 
I buried in the wet sand and my b'ttddy and -'· na oo__, -r, e every night a1ong wi 

warm "oread ·we received from the nearby bakery for a bo t t le of s ake . Mj_ndor a was a bore. 
He lJ ac air alerts or actual bomb~ings almost daily the first rrnnth of so on Biak. Our 
Ack -Ac k and fighter cove rage kept them awE,y rwd. oi the time. Still they would sneak 
in along the beach a.n6 [:;triaf tr drop bomps L ot very accua te <> Cur tig worry were the 
caves and the hunc1r ed ~ of t.Taµeneee inside them that came out o.r1~ ha :-ressed us. rvhen 

\ 

NN:l'. m:;,1- ol~d ~3rd B8 of- t~1e 16 2- was. o __ rdered u.p U~e c~~ift~ of Biak en a frcntal atta.ck only 
11 rner. o L ,.;cmpamy ·wa.Lked out without a wouno,. ·1 he l'fr 1 s also t ried to ksep other 
trc,cps fro1., enterinr: the c av~3 s t.hat fac ed the beach, hut Et:i.11 t.hey· tried. 2nd some 
wer e wouned or killed . 

~ -;f The Balinese girls ~ -·ere probably dieased but they were_.· off-limi ts--NcAnt.har 1 s personal 
.lt'y u~nru-x orders. They daa:mped behind a series of' tent ~~ies hooked together so that 
"'S2 an. personnel was kept out except .American Nurses, a ~~ctor, and good ha.ndlers--none 

<:. at rd ght. We had a s,i!-man patrol on duty at all tL"Tl~~~ and excorted then down to the 
~\'\ river where they took t heir daily tath--as they walkeP;!:t~into t.he water their sarong 

'- · zradua 1 -, v was dipped off and they swam and bat heat aid ~then as they started tc get out 
(\ ~f the ~;,;~ter, they re-robed. They were very pretty, ,e~t _badly treated anq the last day 

we were there they boarded planes and were also taken .. '!)~~k to leyte. 
~{j}.-· 

I have a mun l:er of lists of the former !VIP' s, but none :,~re of ficial--all ·told my tally 
amoun t b to about 67 • While on all our operattons in 6:i)mbat _we excorted POil' s back to 
diviEion or army headquatters.--one in particular was <~ full Colonel in Japanese 
.Air I ntelligence t hat I e:acorted. directly to Mi:Arthur ts Headquarters and his .Senior cr.;;.2. 
I gave him a bottle of that lovely rea wine for a box -·of Lutch Master Cigars a nd how 
P . ~-J . l oved them when I got back to Biak. Another t i me I took two Sgts . -back (very v-ia Sh 
ear1y in t he Biak operation) to advanced G-2 headwuarters located on lfollandia#/ /I . also 
f 'l'ew i rorr. Hollandia to Eydney to ~ck up four· A~vOL !A~9ple--one from 218, 1 from 116t h 
Hedic:il and 2 from 163. -

It is too bad that the Army Censors kept my Diary that_: .I kept. f rom th:: time we tiJere 
located in Hockhampton through Sa.nan.ada t.o Lea., New GUjinea, with the prorrd.se tha.t I 
woul d get it b:J.ck. I had a complete list of IJJP perf;o:O.pel, our da.ily work, ?CM list 
items about food, my work with the natives between Oro " Bay and Dobodura, and many 
int ere::ting stories about our 0 Gang 11 

• I aJ.so had one .-started i.n Nind oro tr.irough 
Jolo ;Tawie Tawie (spelling) It was pilfirfed from rr~y bag one night and tbat was the 

, f t 'h t , .,.th t t ·t · h d t ·b ks 'fa.1 ~n or·- 1-ttc- m0 --l'l ' ) Y""tr ~ nci .J..ry t ri enc o .. ua , . vil l ou, no es l is ar ,o go ac . ..: o , ."" . ' ..!.. t. u .. cL'' .• ._y ~:i . .. u .... n., 

re-build accounts of one's actions during that conf lict. 

/.?hen t-{e landed in Zambo I was a sergeant and in ge · .tingashoi~e was a task in i:tself 
sue to the action of the ocean and the mountain glins ;pgunding B.f; ay at us. 'I'hese guns 
were located high up on the cliffs and xe:r:E proved di~'~icul11 to knock out• Once ashore 
Sgt. Tjader and I were directing our MP's as to their :.:~uf,i ~! S while we we~e helping the 
woufuded , moving trucks tbat were left with engines rml!j,.ng .so th.at other ·~: vshicles could 
get up off the beach. We moved 11 in a row that were· l'ul]. of ammo. 1rhe, -:beach part)! • 
radio j sep recej_ved a direct hit. killing all the staff . of ths com~"o group ·with this 
jeep. If blood or f bodies were found in the true.ks c:ri vers refused to aet 
bagk i n tnem so Tjader and I were Kev ous~ plus tryi ng t o rag wounded e.ind some 
protecL~ vs evices. ns ep J up 1or 1 hours. It was "' during this hectic tin1e that 
I h'aE wcunded across my left calf, right ankle and right thigh, plus a slash _across 
my lo ~·H::-r l eft shoulder--back side. Ohl yes. On Hollandia when I went to remove my 
fatigue jacket, most of it feel away as burnt clothe arfd Cptl Flint told me that my 
back wa5 bli5tered from the intz:,nse heat from the .fire~ The soot plus blood was all 
ove r 1.ry back and I wasn !_t even aware of it until he to~ .. d me. 

Like you I am in good health and have treasured all the qJli.ngleer storie s by you. If 
all E' Oe s 2,f3 planned will te in ~; an Jose. As ever,, ··:::'.,,,,,.-:Y 

(~~·~·~~y2-c~~:;:._./~--._ 
j 



HarGiS Wes t erfield 
414 w. 25th. st. 
Ke a rney, Neb. 68847 

Dear Hargis; 

L.j L(~~ n/. '7 cf 

s; c '.J 1 ,. '1 1' {:Jlf-{ . F 

A'- cP- .s 
Kpril 29 1981 

c.;,~-{ tf ( M p 
·~ 

The followimg is a rec~ll of what my experiences were after 
joining the 4lst. Div. M.P.'s.All this took place more than 
35 years ago so the recall isn't what it should be but I will 
do my best. I am elated that you did ask as the 4lst. holds a 
special place in my heart. 
I am not sure about dates but when I mention certa in places,! 
know that you will be able to XK~Xiix relate the time. 

I joined the 4lst. while they were at Dobadura.I was interviewed 
by Major Wendell and two of the sergeants.If my recall is right, 
the sergeants were Weeks,Churchill and p_~ly Jack Schuldt. 
One of those names could be wrong but like r ·said,the recall is 

'f::. not to good now.I am just ibli:l 5'7" tall and Major Wendell 
wanted to know how I had come out in the past in any f'-ghts that 
I mi ght have had.I told him that I had a big nose but tha t it had 
never been broken.(By the way,I had transferred out of the 36tb. 
M.P.Co.)After that interview,I was in.As far as Wars go, ge"'ttln'g 
into the 4lst. Div. was fantastic for me.Th M.P. Co. had a grea t 
bunch of guys end it lii.Kxx was like a fraternity although 
very business like. 
I made seven bea ·-heads with the 4lst. M.P, Co. which were as 

ows. 1 a e ~aK e, a amau, 1a , •in oro,Mindanao,Leyte and I 
believe ere was one o e u s can reca • 
Soldiering with the 4lst. guys was a pleasure.They were great. 
We made the landings and we did our jobs. The landings that I have 
included are just those that I was on. I know that there were 
many other M.P. cadres that went to many othere places also. 
Our treatment of Jap prisoners was as I reacll very good.I do 
remember envying them..-when ever they were fed. We would get the 
re'" · lil.b and they would get rice and fish wT th 0 -ravy.Damn 
if my mouth 1 n 1Ke Japanese ood. 
I aan remember seeing one prisoner being interpeted by Sgt. 
Churchill.This old boy got so scared of Church that he started 
biting the end of his :bIKXgllX tongue off.I never did find out 
whether the tongue came off or not. 
There are instances from every one of the landing~,but do any 

:"") of the boys remember how tough P.-H8p~ was when 5 P .M. came around 
, and the Japs would infiltrate.Never failed.I saw fire fights that 

~ lit up the skies for hundreds of yards.They got around the M.A.S.H. 
<;/( uni ts and also captured our quad fifties and turne d them on us. 
q~t daylight,the perimeter was full of Nips ri gh t at the strung 

tin cans.I'll ~ ell you , our infan t ry boys were s ome thing el se. ~ 
2A f" dIW or the fire fi gh ts, I can remember being in a fox-hole when 
one of our guys wanted to get my a ttention. He was in a foxhole 
next to mine. He threw a clump of dirt at me and I thought it was 

~V ; y g~@'~~de. I browiied ·my pan t s and 1 l e w_ ~u t of tha t hole and ~i dn ' t'" 
~ /\.'\..i.lO\v wi.. e tner I wanted to shoot at the Nips or the guy that t nrew 

t he dirt. 

' : . 
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I fe e l tha t with al l the'"' i ncomirl£ shell s a nd the other stu f f that goes 
with landings,I believe Aitape was the most nerve wracking.With 
the infiltration, air r a1as and our guys ge t t ing s t uck in t he stomach 
LOi ng to the chow line, by some ~ ip Jumping out of 2 t ree, ! ! ee l tha t 
was the jackpot. At A1 t ape, I le f t t o go ba ck to the rear li ne s. We 

,,)'lew sor~e J a p prisoners back and to t:;e t b a ck t o the Company, I 
!"hitchea a ride on a squadron of P.T. Boa ts. 

1 I've got to mention ¥ak.That was the pla ce. We had a J a p beer dump 
~ ~ t tha t place. A chi · was needed for any officer to t ake a ny Beer 
-Y;;::ou t. Naturally the 1'1: . F. 's were doing the guarding. I guess the 
~ta tute of linitations is over by now so I can tell the st~ry. Do 
; ou guy s remember the beach at Biak. Jus t in back of us a few hundred 
yar ds were the Mts. and the Caves. Well, t ha t's wher e most of the 
infantry were doing their thing. Hargis, I had thos e old infantry 
ooys pa r ading back to the beach like a bunch of cavalry ge tting 
beer to take back to their line s and buddies.You would have thought 
it was a Safari in Africa the way those guys were hiking back to their· 
f oxl1oles wi th cases of beer on t heir bac ks. You know, I've always been 
a .Ll -:; e prou o a circurns ance. 
::::..JF: S walking guard one middle of that night there when I saw a 
10 ound can of spam 1 in"' in the road. I knew damn well that none 
of ou i\ guys wou ry to take '~~~- so I knew there were a bunch 
1f Japs around %xi that were hungry. Never did IUB:X spot any though. 
At 3iak there, we had a bi : shell hole hole there that was · aed 
with wire that we used as a P.O.W. prison. can remember one night gua 
{01E I crt rrg diem. we w8! e asnrg i oihfhy guns a J that .time for guard duty. 
I star te e to get a little tir~d and sli'ifted my sitting :position. 

v The T0 Gm1y gun came down hard on the dirt and the da mn thing went ofF 
""'-with a short burst of about 3 roux1ds.Brotrrnr, I had to dig the 

bi c, ,_Jest damn ixix±agx latrine . hole that those guys ever saw with the 
compliments of Major Wendell,bless him. 
I can remember § tandin5 guard over hundreds of loaves of bread. 
lhey were loaded with boll weevils but still everybody wanted some. 
r_L'i12. t w2.s at Oro Bay i f my memory serves me ri t;h t . br ders were orde rs' l. 
tiO ~uarding we had to do. There were hundreds of Aus s ie soldiers p 

'\Yhere who wante n the bread but I had to say no. We were getting ready 
1!-o le ave on those large L.S.T.'s and it looked like I had to go 
on the same L.S.T. as the Aussies wer e on. They saw me starting to 
c o r~ e aboard and started yelling, "Come on Yank". I took off like 
a Flea on a dead dog and told Major Wendell about t lns. I t old ITim tha 
~ f I had t o go on t ha t ship I was going to be thrown overboa rd for su 
s ure.He r e lented and so I am able to write these experiences to you 
to d. :::-q. 
Say Ha r c is, I didn't know there was booze found at Zambo.Could have 
use d some .By the way, At Zambo, we were living in tents atop of the 
city J a il House. We could see the fire fights from miles away that 

'\our infant ry boys were involved in.There was a small town ca lled 
'~ a couple of miles from Zambo. One day me and another of the 

rooJ~ were W.alkin? and, si ghtsee~ng and we. s aw ~Orne W?men, making 
~ saila a ls out of AOaca,lCoconut hemp).We lik~tnem,(tne Snoes)and 

, ye ma de a deal with the M _We bought up the used para c!rn t e silk and 
we be came their partners.fx 

. ~ 

'Ii, 

·~ 



3 
'v: \"ov~ 
{/e were selling so da rn manlrand _I wa s depositing so much money in 

"j> 

s oldiers savings that one of our Lieutenants called me in and wanted 
to know whether I was selling shoes or booxe. 
I banked that fuo ,~ey as I was waiting to go back to Australia on R and R 
so that I could get married. 

\): met a terrific Aus ~de gal that I am still married too with a great 
/\son and two Grandchildren. I' married Joan Hamil ton, from Longreach, 

Qsld •••• 
I guess that the memories I have of the association with the 4lst. 
are some of the dearest to me. 
I ce.n even remember sharing some ~agels with Major Wendell :While we 
were in the Jungle. · 

Well, I am r ambling on because as I write .certain things come to 
mind. 
I want you to excuse the errors in the typing.I am a salesman and 
not a stenographer.I am also sure that you will edit this so some of 
t he Rxx±x events,! hope will be put in orde r,by you fellows. 

.. . i"i ·~ . 

~ . . ·. 
~ . } . ,. 

lfr;_rgis, if at all possible, can you let me have Paul Wendells where­
a bouts. It woµld be nice to drop ~im a line.I am glad to know he ~s stilJ '/ 
a round. I always look at taps in the Jungleer and it always saddens me 
to s e e our guys going by attrition. 
I belong to the Southwest Chapter but I don't attend toomany meetings 
a s I travel for a living .I rep foRa Calif. Co. and sell beads to t he 
Craft Industry and to the trading posts and Reserva tions . 

~~· ' 8 ~~~R~~~~~~~~~~~~:an~8w~~e~ ~;l~~~~m:a. ~a~ne!!~;a~8 ~~.i~8 S~~;!sdale f 
.lkinL about San Jose this year but its a bad time for me to go. 

~na t's when we do our xmas business . I will try though. 
Well Har gis, I hope the info I gave you has helped. If there is 
anything else I can do for you, please ask.I will try my best. In the 
event that any of this goes in the Jungleer mxx and if my name is 

l
sed, I would appreciate the information about my wife going in 

_l s o.She is still with me but has been quite ill. 
:y be st regards to all the b'llYS. 

-:r~--; -;-·~-:---_ r. • . 

. ... - "' ""-· ._·.;~;..' ... · ,,:: 

xR&x~HEig~x Respectfully, 
Don Robinson 
4425 N. 78th. St. Apt. 131 B 
Scottsdale,Az. 85251 

fJ~~~ 

-- -~ 
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I can a lso remember while we were at Salamau. Bill Olds and I went fol ·· 
a hike one day.We walked for miles until we came to a Hiver(Francisco) 
We took our clothes offand forded and still walked. In those 
days we were young and foolish with plenty of nerve. 

\

We came across Jap camps that still had food on the table and was stil 
warm. We took the rifles and headed back to our camp.We made it o.k. 
but now that I think back,I wonder how many J aps were behind in the ! 

jungle watching us. 
~. 

I would like to say that soldiering with t he M.P.Platoon was ~-
great. They were All good soldiers and when we did our quty whe ther in' ~ 
town or the jungles, we did our duty properly. ·' 
Paul il'Jendell was onw hell of a C.O. !· 

After getting back to the s t ates,I saw Paul wendell at his home a 
~~MiqQXHX couple of times and If I remember correctly he was at 
my sisters house for dinner. After that we all (rift apart I guess. . 

t 
~-
'!;' 
~ 
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John w Willis 
] l+l+ 1 South Paso Real 
Spac e 25 5 · 
R.>vdand Heights 
C: 1. . 1 f orn ia 917 4 (3 

Dear Hargis 

t 

t ~tt~s "'c,,.A.. r 
' 

~~~ 

June 1 1~,1980 

I will attempt to 5ive you so me of information that you 
:.t.: ;h ; d me to sr:md to you. 

I was with I company 162 and jo i ~ed the I & R at Morob~ 
Ne w '] uJn ca. .I did not s ee much of.platoon a;.) w:::.,s c:, ent up coast wj_th 
L1t1 u > th e r I & R Men and a Au n trailie,n to wa tsh a beach in a area1 

ci t' nat.1 v e village to watch for a possible Japaneese landingo We 
w•.:r ' r,; r" . .: called in a couple of weeks to go on a land i ng below Roe:sevel t 
1-- .i d 1_r,1; . The I & R were in a Ja paneese barge and we got lost ln 
:;t: v ··.: r· c ... ,torrn from rest of landing party who were in LCV & LGM and' 
bc:ca 11 ~i 1 ;? of heavy surf and waves 10 feet high they were all demolished:0 

~~ t Sullivan swam ashore do se t orders and were told to wait for 
vnvuj to go d<!lW!l befor landine_; • 9 I & R men were posted on three 
1:d ;tnd ~> in a r ea ahead of tim P. to gu l ae l anding part wit n l anterns 

re·urn op a oon .o r some u me. 
I went on a lot of p~ trol s in Roosevelt ridge - Salamaua 

i t. r1 ~1 t not tha t I was extra brave but because I was one of few in 
f•lfl toon who did not come down wl th malaria:. Iwent on a thre day 
11:d. rol with Lt Folsom ,Cpl Cornie and native guide Tapio la. \~ .~ found 
Uv.: ! )Up ply trail fr om Salamaua to Roesevel t Ridge and after that 
\r111. :1 b l ocked p Salamaua was tak cm by our forces. Th i s a r ticle was in 
J un~ ] ee r and LT . Folsom reciev t.:d a Legion of Merit for this patrol . 
1 al::;o went on a sea patrol in a landing craft with C.o l Roosevelt 
l' r'' u rn th(:? beach behind Roosev ,·, 1t Ridge to Salamaua . As vie wen t around 
L'l11:: ridge we wer fired at by Japaneese on 'the beach we all hit the 
rkd< but the Colonel and I to 1d him to get down or he would get hit. 
~k· told me I am a old man hav (: lived a full liv ~; and I want to see 
'1'1l 1:Lt, 1 s ~o ing on . 

At the time of the Holl3-ndia landing we begin having~ 
~ f , )lwr borne on the point 8' st e m. We were also offere d a seven day 

ur .. oug o us ra a . - o one would take furlough beca.uBe t hey a l l 
\•l.'·1.1l f.nd t o g o h ome. I "took a seven day omr to Melbourne o On way back 
I ·cune down with Malaria v.,ras ho ~; pitaliz-ed a ,t Brisbane and then sent 
t. o Malaria camp ir~ Rcckharnpton and it was over three months before 
I r e turned to unit and fighting was practically over 6n Biak except 
roe 8 ca ttered small starvin.sr, uni ta·. 

A short time after - I got to Biak,Sgt Sullivan was picked 
" r r rotation home.I was called in to Co lonels tent and he said I 

11:1vr~ chosen for you to be th e New I & R platoon Sgt. I told him I 
\•1a ;1 not too interes t e d and Sf~Veral men outranked me. He said I know 
yo u a r e a card player ( I had won a $1000 doliliars in noker ~a~e t e 
11r" ! Vi0u ~1 n ~ght ) but the army never t re c you 'o pay 
at now you are ~unning platoon with or without rank . 
lJ o liever in the unit and expanded it from 28 men and officier to 
5~ mon o We had not recieved a replacement for Lt.Folsom at that time . 
I a m sending you a copy of that 52 man roster . 

, The line companys we nt into traing but the I & R ran patrols 
/ :Lllmost every day trying to k ee p Japaneese from ~e ttlng food and 

'. wa t e r so they would su~:ender, I vrill relate on a few of thes e . 
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We went around one side of Eiak in a amphibious truvk 4 men and 
l colored engineer for a driver. I Told him toanchor a 4 milr3 off 

chore and we would be back in acouple of days.He said I will anchoF 
·
1 and sw im ashore and go with you I wi11 not stay alone and he did real 

goo d on patrol and wanted to join outfit. We run into J+ Japs the first 
duy a nd they were heating wat e r called out for them to surrender but 

J th ~ y r e ached for their weapons and had to shootthem.We returned to 
b !ac h area _ the next day where their was a cement floor e d church and 
a ur1dc r e;round river came out of hill by church. We cantured four 

~[ J " l" 'rwel;e in area and!' was a Major who had made his private s draw to 
! i ~, ! 1t1hi ch one would be ea ten and we found th e so 1d i eY' h ang i n e_: i n -

\i' W .l t.1. v" Rut . l ques tioned him and he s a i d wbo ar·o you t o judge me 
h:l v u y o u ever been starving o He ~"J aid I we nt to colle ge i_n Eng.land 
lJc f't r t=.: the war and I am as in t e lligent as any of you and you do not 

, 1 !< n o w v1ha t you will do i:' you ar c.~ dying of starvat:l.on~ I fed them 
:ud rii:1du them wash out the church wh:i.cll had been used as a bathroom 
hy th o Japaneese. 
Tl IC ' re was a Lake inland in t hi s area and later we led G Clo. i62 
t 1. > h 1 c c k o ff th J. s are a and a E; i. t '"'a s J_f hr wa 1 k r or I & R pat r o 1 
l1tL ~llmost 7 hours for company with their heavy weapons.About 

1 
li : L] (' wa y wehi t a native hut ac.:.: a and we 1~ I & R killQ:l. 4 japs before 
0 t. ornpany caught up with u s . 1 3ot 11 wristwatches off one Ja,,£ a 
l o ri ~-~1ene my dad wore for 10 y e :1rs. The G c·ompany Capt . A. n ew man 
:; :Li d the next time you run in Lo the enemy do not shoot but wait 
t' o r LVi as I want to give my n ow men experience. We 11 a c·ouple hours 
1 a t c r my head scout told me ~rnme japs were heading our way down trail 
:ind c~lled Capt. and his men u p to front of column but his front 
~1co ut g ot buck fever and Z:i.to had to shoot the lead man the n all 
~ } r· ~?;t.ms opened up anj G com11a ny took car~) of Bi tua tio--~. Tlte captain 
111: L n t 1_-~d some of us to transfe r· Lo his company but I told h.im the re· 
vn ~; n o chance as Ih:n o , Zito arir· Neerman were all expi e rienc ed I & R meno 

Another patrol~~ was to a native garden We had· 7 I & R , 2 
~ rmy CIS Men who had been asking to go on patrol, andwe were followed 
at a distance by bunch of lH ti ve s who were not uEied as ~3 cou U). they 
v1 1: r. not a good bunch of peo111. o . After we had taken a area t hc: y would. 
r i l~k up every thing we l e ft b ·hind canteens and cooking wa re espe ciaa ly, 
Un t his patrol Zito and I got 7 sabers and lot of fl ags • We killed 7 
):.q ~ > a nd captured 7 who wc:re rn o:3tlv Kor e an laborsre-:-~ * 
· The airforce s e~t a colonef to our area t o ask to r ~ cover the 
b ., d y of a ace Pd.lot who had c r a shed in jungle ~!!hen his fighter did 
not come out of diveo It wa ~ ; a 2 day patrol ·with no watc-:;r availo.bel 
I t ook 12 men and 8 of them j u s t over from states also a work detail 
'.o ca rry out bodyo I told n e w men that t he y would have to be ve ry 

-' ~ • par irn; with water as i t w~t :. ; ~L lon1g 7 mile trip thro ou5h jun3di.v 
:ixtr 1 we had to cut our way o Tliu y said that c-ould ~"'un 2 0 miles and just 
ke e p out of their wayoWe Jl .ht.: y ran out of water the first da y 
: ~ nd we had to share our s t o 1 ~-, c t them back to camp.The y s aid you are' 
·wal king fool I t ·old t hem I f\ ' .d been down ln th1 3 c limate fo f l S 
month s and ~as us e to it~ Wg co uld not f ind the plane in heavy jungle 
t 1 1 1 v1 e got as s 1 stance fr o rn ,.., a a ir for c -e p 1 per cub • The plane made a . /I ... i. 

J 1 5 d c en ~ ' c o ral an· the Y") 11 ,~. Ls bod 1 a hole three feet d t3e p a s hi P 
pa rachute did not have tim e to openo W8 had to k il , japs who had 
ma de a shelter o ut of pe. ra ch l t,eo .Sven though we po u red f o r:rie..1dehyde 
o v e r body the carriers cou] :l not s tand the smell s o decid e d to come 
ba ck a week l a ter as it do' ~~ not take long in jung le. When we ::,'.a me 
ba ,, k the bones v1erc so br:l t. I. I o fro m th e fa11 that §tll we we r e able 
t o sa lvage wa s one thigh b u 11c .. 
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A c~ o u p l e o f am u s i n 5 th j_ n 7.fi :1 b ~ ; u t t he I & R on Bi a k 
J Th e re wa s no coffee for a.whil e o n the Island and we had become 

aquafhted with P T squadron whe n they were attached to 162 
for r a tions and I even got to ride on one for a day. Cor~ Zito 
took a bunch of Jap rifles and rode back 300 miles wd th ~ T on 

O'h J 6 1 L fie i r s a p:p 1 y cf' l p s d !id i, r a a e a f 0 r • 2 0 a p 0 u n a s 0 I C:O ff e e 
and we had f ull co l one l s com i ng by a t ni ght t o ge t a cup o f 

J coffee .One night Col .Rossevel t _ C c:J n~e in with a box· of ci 5ars and 
d lcl not g_et out 1.Jit n many le i t •. ~ b a l s o t rade d som r:.: rifl e s to liberty 

~ G s hi p for sheets and the interp r e ter did Ja ane esc wr- 1 t 1_np: ana the • 
-ff' \)rr-ra f't sman the red sun and we we r e se ling these to ma r :OQl} who w 

o n s hi ps i n har bor ±or $25 per flag it worked good until we gbt greedy 
J ~nd did not give ink time to dry. 

Whe n we left Bi~k we went to I s land of Mindora in Philiphines 
- whe re we-- ~XUXXlUiXX Where we t r a ined on mo tori zed re con with 4~ div 

re c on Company and alone. we h'id seven Jeeps , divided into qroups 
of three.each group had their radio channel and plt.Sgt had 2 radios 
l n his jeep and could tald with either group or regimental S 2. 

~ , ~ c 1ch ee had a mounted Bar and 50 cal.Machine un. We went on one 
' , c,·omba t pa ro s , was reporte j.a s ome Japaneese had 

· i . 1 1 c o me down in Philippine }fXXX~iMJ( village and raped a girl and stole 
~ . : ome food. W~ rode in jeeps a s fa r as the y wouCld go to some mountains 
thvn t'ook a foot patrol but f ou nd nothing. 

As the time x~~~azJ~i~ci Approached for the ~U:K.KX'. Zamboanga landing 
I was p icked for rotation home but wa s told before I could lea ve would 
l1alf to e;o to Zamboanga and h e 1p unload LST that I would be asc:.:l_gned 

· J t o • Our landing craft \'/a f2 cl c:se s '.'.) n t'::1e b each to Japanees~ Artillery 
WE had 300 tone of aviation 3 :t'1 and 300 tons of 1515 artillery she lls. 
we n o more ~ot ~as unloaded u n til incoming sheil s it h it and set it 
~f ir e . and is w~ were unloadin~ shells we got direct hits on ramp 
klll in. 62 men who were picked to ~o home.In fact the first shell there 

~ .,.., 
NL 1j '.) of us on ramp an... wa ~; on y .., at did not get hit. I got 

J :;o d .i s gusted becau se ~nsign wou.1~ 1not m~ve his cra ft out
1
ofdadrti

1
1Cleryht 

r' '1.nge we were only ones ge ttin3 il t thcb.:ia. when we were un oa _ e . .aug 
a J ee p and rode up to 162 headquarters and spent day and night with 
I & Rand next morning r e turnc i to ship and start e d hom.G. 

l am sending you some pictures to look at put want them returned 
\vlwn you get through lo okin5 at the m. 

We have went to Quit e a few reunions • Lo~-) angeles,San Francisco 
Yu llow s tone,Detroit, and Portl a nd. N0 w that I am retired and gas is 
1 1i ~h we can not afford to go as much as we did in past~ I saw Neerman 
for fir s t time in 30 years and t he first thing he said wa s you know 

' $ 100 I owed you well the statu e of limitations have run out you can 
kinG it good by I sure laughe d a t his joke.He had cancer of thraot and 
1 s ~c wh e re he passed away la s t year in jungler.We also visited with 

) J
. h 1m i n Portlan~ . My ori g inal c u m pa by I 16 2 has a reunion every 5 years 

1n Be nd Oregon and we p lan to u ttend if possible labor day week ende ln 
1975 we had aroun~ · 60 former I co mpany attend the reu i onj 

I was Public works super intendent for City of HUntington P8 rk 
C·lJ. i fo rnia and retired in -Ju l y 1976.I had 31 yea rs vii th city. I had 
u ~~c reLary to write my letters .I dug ou t my s ons old portable and you 
v-1:tl J ha v e to exc us e the mist a k _!S as it ha s b een y e;_1 rs and my fi ngers 
~w~xtx ju s t wont a llway s hit r1 ~ht k e ys so I mi sspe!led s ome words. I 
~;urv dreaded wr i ting this let v~ r bu t my wife told me to get on t h e.Bsd lo 

Si nce r e ly Yours 
41.st Buddy 
John W Willis (Ca sev 
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Dr. Ha.rgiG We :::; t f~ rf le .(~ 

414 1. 25t ~ . Jtr0et 
Kearney, t~eb!'e s ir a~; f<~8L~ r7 

Dear Hargh:~, 

Rece ivec., c'.nd ;:~m a:: :-: :. h c~'.i . r:o: yuu:r Jc·tti::n- of Janua:-y i ,:::t. 
SC)m.e usab} c; l n: or mr1t-l tJ r! f·J r y our hlsto?:y. 

"",{c:· .::_; t r aJ. 1a u 

! an 'P . r y 27 , 1980 

I ~:-ls h 

I could p: ~ . v r~ you ::CPl"' 1"2 .71J f'ir;+--h;Jnu i nforrna ti.on, but Mine ?n ' s l)O:::. :ttlon and -r.. ne way 
th e; batt _,_,, (:<:'. V ~! J :::u'c'. ;n;,T· c t'.-' ;:-; f. i.mµc:.:;~:.; "lb1 e . I ria.~-; d 11cs 1 .. d ow.1 o:i thf:- bcacL eo:'rir4o 
and the J,qp at t ~~u ~ 1 ~ c:::;>;; · 1.L!1,' 1·1 :1 c cy;:..;11 b e-1ch a 1' ,·) .J·:~r ~_,_j ors-; north o.f my pos l tion . 
The bench n--a~:; raU1 c ·:~ · ! :_ • . ,.., ":\:-1"':· -<' Jf~i:: ·- -nT sc; , but 211 I r;ould S ("C was an occa.f~ :hxi.a1. s i·l_­
~·1 our:.~t t e of 2_ Jz:ip C) D t- . ~t(~ :-.::i~ :t1: rc"l li I Wt:i.S ~~c)rt Ct~P.t -Y· ,1.t j n;~ rr1ore t ~: rn.:r fror1t ( w c;~ t) br;caust:: 
it i·E·:~, from that ·..i::'._r1..:c t :~u : , th:;t T e xpected a Jap c~~(J;;::,c . •. . . b ut it :11J.:1' t . 

After t he :ap t~nks wcr~ \n0s~0d out , or t urned hac~, I co~ld hear Jap ufficcrs s hout ­
ir.g crc.c.-;_\j , dJ.hi ~'.l u ,Jn i~~ . :'luL t .i: ,~ t ti. 18 fighting Dn t:v} ·~1 ~=~ nch :: t ctr~ted. ~ The f· ir~st char ge 

--~1 2::.tme wi :~:J1 : ~ . .>-~r: l - :-Y~: ·.,~u~-:.~t~.~ ~ -:) ~t: J~~:\c:. I:~ n. ' s ~r. t. .fle com · ;<-t~i:i cL vu' r E:· l~-. ·~1g: l r~ and we.l ] d .. ef~nd:: ... d ; 
1·· -f. nE-:y put w.i t hedr.c;., l r i::.' !u t r'·~ crh>•1y , i:1:f'l ict i~!. ;:; > .. se., '1:r 10 ~:1::;a::.:;. The r.:. ttacT:_ ;.::.oon s J.ow ed 

:--11.)Wn t o ~;n l .pJ..nc: c r.~ squad c ;~1~~2'".' t~~e·~a Tt s~~P. 1 1"t:' rl ·1- .~ ... 1~\ ::: .~ · +-Y·i c t·l•r .. ~~1 ~1 t~far1 t yr.; 1 .. -r1f·i ·-=.~--11ayo,.1 1~ + 
:,.-,' .-~ .. ~,:·: :.~1·L -.• r,.:,. ,::~ .. ·~ :~·.·. "

1

, _·,, ·_·, ..... :.._. -~.-·,,_ ._._;· ;.:. -'-.· .• ~ -:-·:.·:t_.,~. t . .• u· ;13<. io ~~l~ t - ~'' <~~ lr;B 1~~-- ~ ?.c:. i on. I d~) n ' t t bj_ r;J: ·:. hP_y :,?fTA D-r·;nw:1 ·· ___ , · ::. __ __ _ __.. __ :... 
~r::rac': ~ ',..;(..\~~ :;i1 arn: E:· d they we:r-0 cl_ ,;:pc.: n r3.i ~1g heav j.1y en thc-5.r ta:: ·1' ~s l ; -; ( ) rJ:.l.dn ' t bring a:...011g 
a.n.J cur:1~lcrso-ne 0':.q :1 1 _p ~nc n ",, It u. 4 d n ' t a.ppea:r t o ') t.; ;:i_ r(~aJ detc nd.. nc(l ef f o::-··t un the .tr 
pa.r t a.f tcT th e:: 1o~:s ··1f thc 5.:r t .::.:n:\.- ,_. anr1 when the~-- i,;r·rc unc.tl e to bre :::i .. k Jrd :3n ' ::..:. cL: f e nccs 
they w.i tr•drew . 

It Nas by no met.~n ~; a •!t::; t h:.~l la :~t rna,jvi 0 ef:f ort su "' h a.s. t (: cc:unF.. .. 2~sr.J c1 c i . 2 -t,e:ci ·~·l.i t .h a lot of 
the l at E:;r ArtcG1.mts r s . 1 thin1. t his can be0t be r::: z pla. :rn,.,,l whr.:> n onf' ..,on~>ld-7.;-r:::. that th ~!::.> 

W ei~> only the t h:i. rd d -: .y c;f tho m.a k operatlon, and th;::y hac a.ln~adf been succes0f ru . in 
rep0'ling U..:i f r-,·)iTi- the-Y:!:;:.:r;F·r Vromr_~ aTea. I ha.v•,:; a1wa.yE.: .:'e l t qu.lte Eur-:: t hat Uv;; J a.p 
comman lor c hai high hap82 of drivi ng us back into the rca , so we r e un ~ illlng-at that 
~. t a.ge of the ga ~ne - t o s a.cr:lf:l cc t oo many men :tn th~ ~::; :f •L':.3 t ~;k i:r:n:i..s~~ir1{_> ':~1 i .s 1 c f cour se 
j_ s my ohn pers onal con cl u;:~ -.1. on--not bz~_ scd on fact or "" l r:;tffe:::;-· but .T her/· it · .'-:, .feJ rly 
a CC:U ?.'2. t e . 

? ;:y :r er.;ponse to t he J;:l:J:l'""· ' ~. e r r: pa::-t s tatlng that thclx t ;:n hr; h.:ul u :.:; :::ll !2tr1:!1i!]zclJL:E~ ·-
' trea.t l s : " 2t~l.k ! ! ! ! t ·)f;:.-x-\ n, i.c~ "th:: r e .. 1tld. been a~ny rtr~nlng:- OJ"" ret~1 t::E~ t. :>(·o,ir! ent~m.y tank.~> 

that rn orrd ... :ns• T wcn-.1d : .: __ ire · ,,,_ ,.l : hc: .;i. 

Although I Ha::..'.n ' t n(.::--:. ·- ro J ·c ', 1F the Jap ta.nll:. sn c;_.untc -r;::; , T h::> v ,:: t.~:. J .- :d to ot!-~,.-::x- 162.nd 
men who w ere~ J:1 on: ~. ~ - -· ~ .r~n 1 - ~ t-:' ·~ 1·.! ;:~:> tol d of t~.2--~~-~lI~:?_ .. _.~::_:!_~: .. :~~:--.~ · 1~ .:~1 ~~ w ~:.t_ __ ~· . iu .. R:.~3 
a11d 11. I ' s yt .;t :1u t ~1_ ·!!~_~ \..: : j -- .•. ,, . . -:_ · ~1t'?2~ o.f JD.!p t a.nf.r:5 t. b-r~ovLlng ·.~· n: F1 ·.:· ~· -~ 1.~··r: :-~· w~1-~ d ')~·:n lc ~ 

m e onl y 2..Ctiun tha~ =· .-·~: .. , t \ .. ~ -· _) :··· tl'v.1 t fl .izbt ()(: ~ ·~ ::·.:r; c r1bt;•1 <.: .. :~ -:~~~_;·'"".~ .. ·1 ~ ;J_;-r: r·::~ 7 .. "L:?.'.-:1 t 'A<lS 

t he 
~te ~tcnslbl e pos:. · ~ J-'-}:.·1 ~ 

.:,- l p g~~~ound. fu~:· ce~·~, , 1 ~ 



The Yan 1,_ fightinrr ph i u :..; ophy < J :..> ) uil 1-~dl ;- nuh - w :-i_: ~ quit •>. dlffc . ~nt t o t ha.t of the 
Japane s e . No Yan1z wac f~ Ve r thrilled by t he i d .-~z; of Cl jin;: f o r: hfr. country-( pr eferring 
to J.J.v for it ) n.J t h---i ~~ h we a 1 k1w 11 H. co Jld h;1r>p•·n :d .. ~u 1y b nic . Dyinc- b a ll too 
of t en t he r esu_L t of fight i g f or om~;-· c ountry, but ';h. ul d ne ve r b e the goal. Aga in, 
my own feeline;s - but s ha.rr:;d - I am s ure hy alJ Yank::~ , .3.f'- wc1 1 as .) o1d1e r s of other 
enlightened nat ions . 
My memories of H.s._l J.and i.ci a.re rathPL ~.;pa rse . T can ' t r e c all any i\ . T.162: cont a ct with 
enemy fjro und f o . .::·ce[;, "i n t:ia t ar<-~a cf combdt. l I·.n ow ~J e ·nc.lved around a lo t t o hol d 
vital positions, but no fightl ng . 'rle must have be en used to secure ground t aken by 
other tm i ts . Holl arnl i a h' c:LS 0 ~1r .1.i r t:; t of.fcnsj v<:.: on r c tffninG t o New Guin.!a aft e r our 
rest and regroupJ.ng i n Australia :'ol lowing· '.i~.ala ma ua campa.J.gn. I can remember what a 
thrill i t was t o s e-· troop s h i ps , battle wagon;:;; , crulsers , destroyers, etc. t s pread 

'f out across the sea t .:'rn' 1 a r a s t he ey e cottl d ;::;e •.:: . And the t1. a.ga i n, when the . Navy l a i d 
'tiown t heir bomb a .. t cI : en t , a11cl wa.v , a..fter wave of Bt 7 and B24 bombers laid their eggs 
on the b each . It secme i mpoc;.:i ibl c tha t t ho very l and itself could withstand such ari 
assa ult, l e t alone t ho sol diers c f the~ en e my . We had never s e en anything like 1 t be-

~ for; on t;? could_ a ct ual l ' ' :_; ~ e t :1e conc:1~s ion vmve<-· ( :~imilar to hea t waves risi.ng f:om 
t he grouna . A.i.. l o ur p r:-: vJ. )US b ea.ch·- hea .aJ1l ings nad been a matter of e ap-frogg1ng 
up the beaches :i.n a dozen or c;o Ei c:r,: :1.ns boa ts and L. C. M' s . 

We lancled a t l:;h i t e Beac:: 1 ami ma r c hed s tra i ght t o Pa ncake Hill, where we were held 
i n reLlc r v -". .Ju ~:; t a t d. w.}:. a s i ngl e Jap bomber ( W as h:1.n ic~ Machine Cha-rlie) flew over 

[ White .i. .. each- Hhicl; wa.s ("QV·STC d ;l Hh the t otal suppl j ,; :3 n e eded for our campaign-d.rop-
'V' prng fil · 1oa.c: n ght J.n t he ri-:. lJcil c of 1. t . A1 nos t i mme d i a:te .Ly, flames were l ~a.ping lOttft 

J_n t :) the a l r , L om ·::. hr-, bnrn i n:., ga ~; ol i n P. d urnv . Th .., fl am~: ::; ::,c on sp:read t o a.mrnunitions 0 

" ~ +h ~·r " l1"'·. ,. ) -' -i .,_, 1 '" . , Y ' c" perJ..-.a'~ c: r •• mllp ·fY"' ~ ''> +he clo J'?e <..~ + p·ar·t of' +he beach . c.!.T1U O :~ u!.' .::>'·•f>}J ..L .._ t.; ...., , • • • • • ,•,c:; •~ t: __ t;; 1 • - .U JJ -J 1 d . "i, ·f! _...1_ .:. -J O i!. '-'~ ·~ ;;:, Ov • , .._ >J·• . • . ' 

\ 

.. 'Su-t C•'cn a t that safG di :::.+nn ce ·.t was a f earful - s i ght. . artille ry and mor tar Si.1ells wer e 
burs tinr, . PJ.are~~ a n ! r u c '.\:c.: ts we:re shootin g hundreds _ f feet into the air . Some of 
the spe n t roc kets a.nd fJ £.:. :-c:s fe11 on .Pan cake FUl , rmt n one of them exp1od ed . 'The end 
r esul t o f th:i. s was the lo(;E.;, o f a l mos t a.11 of our ~~ u_ppLl. eG f or t he c;impa.ign , food , 
<:rnmuni tion 1 a nd c l o thing . '.:J i n c e t he exped i ti.0:1 was di s pat ched with more t'han a dequate 
s ,lp1Jl i.c::.: , the re 1-.i a:::. no ma c .. i.nc:L.IJ set up to ge t more ;:rnpplie s to us. Fortunately for us 
the Holl andic1 campai gn ~<Ja ~') n 't all that d ifficult, s·o t h : he a vy losG of s upplle s wasn't 
as ser1ou::3 <l.S it mi ght ha ve been under toughe r ~ond :'i.t ions . 

~fo wen~ on ha.l.f rations r os t of the time a.nd we ntilizu1 a11 the ~~.bing that we 
c ould obfa in , ( we did have a little problem with tho fit t hough ). I wore a pair of 
:<ip pajamas for several weelrn during that period . They prove d. to be f ar more comf'ort­
a bJe , and more suitable for tropical wear than my G. I. f ati ue s . I could wash them 

t .ey wotLd be d:r;Y aga n ew minutes . 

After the hos tilities were a.11 over A. T. Co. bi vouced on t he bea.ch jus t s outh of the 
t own of Hol l andia . Three or four of my buddies aYJ.d I de ci(ied to t ry t o bre aJ: the 
monot ony of o ,.lr "C 11 rations diet with some f~sb . (Dewey Keys, a.nd · Blahie Kessler, 
were with me, b t!"t2 I ca~1 1 t seem to remember t he others . ) We sec ur e d a n old row - boat, 
a.nd a dozen gre nades and h ·~aded for a. l ittle h>la.nd about a. mile off the beach , determ­
m:i.n .:;.d t o get some c;oo f ood or t he comp? ... J1y Id tchen . We placed o ur grenade::.; into several 
vei--y nice s c boo 1 ::.; of fi d 1 ar1d aft e r much swimmi ng and d iving to n /trieve t he s t unned 
I i s h , we 1 au ._.., coupl e ol rh mdre d_.12otmds to t akr.:> back to ca.mp , a.nd c' c de d it was time ==- . to head for t he s hor e . 

As we appr oached th ·- b ~: ·; ~ . we --r ew somn+hirw was wrong ; thE':., c were ·ncn on t he b ach 
waving shi r ts , :::i . .nd :'(' 1 1 oi n,s o t u~ to c ome in + We d i d -a.s f ,_ ~ t <..'..~~ Vi c ·) uld . I t t u..rned 
ou t that while we '·it.'.rt:: '."' ~ ,-~!1.t ng , A. 'I' . Co . had r cc8 i ved order3 to move: o a ne 1 locat ion . 
Uur t ent mat es ha.d '.;';(.);_:, t. ()~ · \) t;'~- t·tl_ i ncs JJ.'.1.c '.:.ec1 q.nd had al ..rc;:acty s true ( Olff/~' so we 
were ah1<=> + n 1<Yd ~ :---.'t ':::. - s::., .. ~--;;-;· +.h~·T;:::;i:- -'r'.Jcks , ( m .' .r. u~~ o r buat- 00.: of \f'-t sh}1 '1<l l .e ·we 
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with the r est of the corripany f or o rr new loca t i.on . 

We had no soon e r reache d our des tination when T w~s tolJ t o r,,.port t o the t ent of 
Lt. Harbaugh, (our cc, mpany comman<~er ) and to br i ng my f L;h i ng buddies w:tth r:ie . I was 
S/Sgt. at t he time and the Jnly rnnke, mru1 in t i1 ~ f, r ou p of f i s f.: errh.n . We Tf!Cei v c-:d 
a centlemen- li k.e dres sine; down , <1nd a.ftc: p1 aci.riz t ri c· oUk.T three Den on ,·~ . P . b ee_;in­
ine; the next day, he ct i s mi ., sr:>rl them . After th--y 10ft th tS t c:n t , : . C': lo o11' f.-; d a t me aiid 
sai d , '\.:l teve , I d on ' t k now what t o do with y ou . 11 1 t r_1lc' h1m t hat I d :l dn ' t know what 
type of pun i s hment he had :i.n hj_s !11.j r,d , but tinles.. hi · for b e.de it 1 I was go int; t o go on 
K • .P.the other s , whici, I did • . ~n '. -:. j n13 f .irt her w1:3 ::=; {_d d a bout t hr: j_ncidsr. t , except t hat 
l ater on :i.n the campa i e;n he t ol d rn<.' h :' !Jftcn ~·ll S i,.lt. d t-1 1_: hJ.11 ' t;'.e l\ a l1l c t o Lt'..1 :1.z t h ; 
fish we had br u0ht bac 1

:: thc;.t d .-1.y . 

/J -· ,,<] . 
/2 up as the 2Li- D:i v . had made t hr i.n:i.t :tal ass a 111 t , and 

Cur int :-od uct :ton t o l i t!-1. l.-Ur duty that dc .. y W::lS mopping 
'. .1 d sc~1ttered the enemy . We set 

~ up bas e c am p.:; a!:d pat~ol s-d t h(~ CntabAto 2rc a . The 
·' ~ ' c ffi" 11 O'"~ ." . ·i oc a r ·-1 ' ' (' ">'"'{ ' ' ) l! " )' f C ' O "' + h ' ·n "\f '> .~ 1 + 1~· 0» ,.,.'r) (\ 0 cl. :::_; -!. JL _;, .:; . 1 ..... .... , _L,-; ..: .. "' ···j ·=· • .l vl . l!U 1.~ . t\. --· · '0· 

I can re ca l l no 1~\ . T. ~( . cas..J.21-t i c _,. 

J a ps there were broken up into 
wr:: had. several brief skirmishes> 

I we nt out on :pat r ;l \·Ji t h Lt. -~atz a.nu we vrnrc a mbuf:;hed by abou t h0-50 J aps near Dilap. 
lj I was up a.head w1th tho scout :.:; .::md t he officE~rs (there was one other Lt., I can't re-

/( :rnemb e:::' wr.o f o;:· :.;:;1r::::·r: , pos s ibl y Lt . Bean ) ii c re wit ,,., the ;nain b ody of troops fur ther ba ck . 
v Anyway, I took it upon my.sd.f to ca.11 f or mr.:.m f :;·om the rear to provide fire:: power , so 

/C>thc 1 e2d 0cout:3 cuu_l d 1-i:i:thdra~·J . ~h: fough t our H0.y out of that , withdrawing ur1der heavy 
_,,, '""('\rt '.)">~ P i ri"~ ( ~-, y-o . ~ h -.ibl T~ ·1· 1 r. ' (' '"'' ( ·r+ rp~ <:o '\ !r i 11 i [ \ ::r c·o·1-, c o-. r 4-1.-. e·- n1 \·1o ',·'er e ~rrr- 1 A_J1 t·' i· t,i..t on1Jv , .. lS.~ - r_, ~ ..t . ......._ _ _ ·,.,. \ 1 '-' . 'i...JV('A, . l,_ ~,: ~ :. • _,, ,. ; .. ~ , . • Q J. U {f . -.._.. .. .. ~ "' ~.:> 0 j,,. '.:.:- ·' l.1 1.l t i • .l\.., ,;;; "f - "'--' Ji. \. • ..._"" -,. !,,. ,._, 

I': . 1' s a nd carb:ine s , 2.l-1 .' ;~>u.::ff· .: · c: d. no casua~ t i_~E3 i n our ra.nk s . 'de went bac'.-: the next 
da~r eq u.:i pped :for a fir ·' n. ~ht, l!1xtlJ1e·-ene-rny had moved on. 

~,ear tbP end of ;>1y t '.·d : , ·-Ji. t '.-1 l . T. Co a" tachr-:d 1-w-rc in a. truck convoy . bead.eel north 
uvc T LY~ .. ~::ty1 -c : ~ i.:_:,h1< :.-:_y , '': , ~' ·J ~ !1 :: ,~ 11a s ou:r destl:ncltion . ~ie h -dn ' t covered ma .. >"1y mile~; 

b·-::f,.J _~ '.: .. t~t:..: ~:- cJ LLi h c c ;1Pit: :.\ c: JJ_{:;:-:l_t:r:;: . de unl oaded , cut bru :::>h , c ha l ned the trucks toge ther, 
f t> ::- ';::dc~ cd -:.:_ &c t io ~·t , .:'xi.. ' \ I. •c n one bn cam::. ho:pe l c;...,;:;, _y rrd rrcL used ca.t s to pu.11 t hem o ·t. 

-~,. .r 'V. ')~.,· · pr · c r,~, c~ rn t; ' l n1"·" · 4 ·~ 1 ~ i , .. .:o we .cet up a b as e u1:1• 11 i·-d t '.1 dcd'en.: i ve p- r i mote·r s r i ghf4 
/ ''' ·- ' ~-' • .. .__, .._, ~ t;.; .. r.-. '• • -·- . :~ '-' ..__. "' '· '~ .. L ~ 9 C:- . I 

thc --:~'c . , i'L: ~; (; I l.: .... : il u.f~ ~t. 1 d : ~ : ~1 ~brL1low f)c~;..~ i n tyyc~ iJo:. ... t lon .. A . ~e . Co ., pr:·· i jiE~tc·r w ~ .s nt~~a.r 

2 ri vc:r. , ... 'J.t I de n ' t _:::· cc<~1l ~-t ' s na.:1L: , al thouc~ i -from tht: J,,_,urn·1l ext ra .~ts you ~~ent to 
rw - i t ::;u,_; t h.:.-:. ·1.::: t c i::. n t}-: 1:; lit._1 c:o or the Naa.s1n . J '.: r~1 ~! o f no c Dnt .J.ct c~ wi t h t he e n emy 

it 1-1n.~:; U ic) .l[.ht 1 argc ~ro1 _p:·_; ' 1'.'>re escapin ~; through that area. 

There w 2.:..:; t a.l ~~ c f J.0~.:. t .~·oy i . ns; all ou::~ equipmen t and wal k i ng ' 1t of there , but the monsoon 
r~1 ins subside d ;- :v5 th r:: nud f irmed up su.ffi.cient1~' so ths t k could back t r a ck a.ncl get all 
our vehic1 es a.nd equ :i.pr:i.c !1t out after a11. 

'lo e rn.l t.:Jd ' ' J in t £1e Liovao area . After a coup1 e of mr v e ntfnl weeks we we nt t a.c k to 
Zal:1boa nG.::=t ; 1-i e ~wrc: t.hbTe v1 hcn the .Ja.pan_,c:::e stL:rrendf;T was announced. FroL the:r e , He 
old - time rs we r e sent :.:>t at~-· s i le f or discha.r6 e , and the newer membe:t"s went on up to J apa.L. 

;d:.rgis , I enjoyed you:.t' .. e ::iar1:s abo ut y otu· tr i p op t u n~~w Guinea , aboard the old "west­
r a.lia" , r eally r el at i ng t o t he poker players . I t oo , have seen them p1ayl. g , often i.n 
the most redicul ou-. c:i.rcur..sta.r ces . Again, I h Jlk you will be able t o g. e an some inform-· 
t i on of U f ,e t you 0nd yu ff iw.rk , L :. t t e a nd I bot h s --··nd regards-;3be doe.:i all my typing . 

best 'i-Hs hes , 

j 
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1, M11 r· )I Y-- 1.. 1., rJl.:-n-ch 1q45 _ It was j·u ~t' -aft er noon me rtl that K C(. ~ ta rtP d 
1. : d v An ce . · r wAs s ec ond scout that day 1 wit h 212 men in a rtfle c o .. , 210 
rn1-1n r ··h i nd ne . Moving along, 5lowly and usin ,r: cace, .iust all at once I 
t'lfJW the fir s t sc,)ut' s rifle out of the corner of my eye come to his .. ~houl­
ct ~ r. Testerman (Hillbil lie ) as we ca lled h i m. Both ar~ed with M-Is. 
He fired twice and I fired once before hittin~ the ground. Several ~ren­
ades were thrown. Murphy had the BAR. We were right on top of a Jap ~ch. 
r.,: un nest with 5 J a.ps which ·· we kill ed, al 1 of theJn. Ju~t after that with 
j men in a hole bedded down for the ni~ht, 2 ~leeping, 1 ~itting guard 
with M-I. It was raining and so dark you couldn't hardly see your hand in 
front of your face, while on guard I heardi~ thud noise. 3 Jap grenades 
came in the hole. I threw them out, 2 out of J went off just after lettin~ 
go of them. 

The next 11orning .iust outside of our hole w;-1 ~' a ( ' 6' v J ap I~perial Marine 
(dead) armed with a spear. I did a lot o ! fi ri ng with the BAR. I had 10 
magazines (200 rounds) anci two assistAnt~1 e ;ich had L+ mAp;azines and usually 
I carried a bandoe 250 round~) on top o f th ~ t. Most of the time I fired 
in the day 1me on y ut t is on e nigh t ww h ad 0 r a n~d attack. I f'j red 
so much that the next ~orning I hadt o hav e a n ~ w b ar ·re l f r om ordinance. 
We didn't have any casual tt es hut don 't remember wh en it was): but ~ome time 
while still at 7. amboang a . 

16 March 1945, K Co. ha d tri~d to go up Mt. Copi s an. \f'Je were part way up 
w~en James L. Cra~ was kill ed . After that we r e treated for the night. 
The next morning we mad e it t o the t op wi thout any trouble. While, there 
I remember we c1..mld s ee at least one othA r outfit in the distance. (A Co.) 

18 March iq45_ Stonecypher was kil led durin~ ~ t he night, while sitting 
guard in his h1Jle . He wa s hi t with a rifle slur: in t he neck. 25 March 
1945- Brown-I remember seeing him after hew as dead d but can't recall any 
detail~ out~ide of when we were advancin~ he was killed. 

~ June or July-You don't show it: Capt. Robert C. Watson, 1st sgt. Wyatt B. 
· , watts. 

Like I 5 ay, the jeep driver with the Capt in front seat, Sgt. in rear hit 
a landmine killing both the Capt. and Sgt, and t he driver wasn't hurt. The 
Capt. was replaced witha 1st Lt. James Luftkin from either L or M Co. as 
CO. Check with your writers of L & M Co. and se e if they can remember any 
details. 
So~ething else, I still. hRve the original order Hdo. 162 Inf. APO 41-effect­
iYe 16 March 1945 

I Award of the Combat Infantry Bad~e 
II Award of the Good Conduct Medal 
III Award of the Oak Leaf Cluster 

751 inen awarded CIB< with 56 11en from K Co. Including myself. Award of the 
Oak Leaf ~luster 12 March 1945. 

'. r. One ot' your company rosters should show a Manuel G. Gardea wounded in action. 
This list doe~ntt tell which company, but lists his mother's address; 3203 
E. Washington St. Stockton , Calif. 
Offhand I don't know anybody that co11ld help you. I have though t about it, 
checked records and newspaper clippings for severa l days and I hone I have 
helped you with this information a~d will be available if you nee~ more 
information. 
Had a nice memorial day services. Went to Dr . office· for check uo Tuesday. 
Continued arthritis medi cine for anot !:er year (iviot rin 600-3 a day). Am 
trying to go through local service off icer a nd VA in Cincinnati for tests 

in the near future for Atomic radiation. 
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At a ceremony in the Central Highlands of eastern New Guinea, the men wear elaborate feathered headdresses. 

NEW GUINEA, gin'e, an island in the southwest 
Pacific Ocean between the equator and Australia. 
Shaped like a huge bird, it stretches about 1,500 
miles (2,400 km) from northwest to southeast and 
has a maximum width of more than 450 miles 
1720 km ). Its area of about 306,000 square miles 
ti92,.500 sq km) makes it the world's second­
largest island, after Greenland. Surrounding 
bavs and gulfs merge into the Ceram Sea on the 
w~s t , the Bismarck and Solomon seas on the east, 
JTHI the Coral and Arafura seas on the south. 

Portuguese navigators were the first Europe­
Jt1 s to discover the island, during the early 16th 
century. The Spanish explorer Ynigo Ortiz de 
Hdes named it New Guinea in 1545 after the 
Cuinea coast of West Africa. In 1828 the Neth­
erlands added the western half of the island to 
the Dutch East Indies. In 1884, Britain annexed 
!lie southeastern portion and Germany assumed 
control of the northeast. 

British New Guinea was transferred to Aus­
tralian administration in 1906 and renamed Pa­
pua. At the end of World War I former German 
\ew Guinea became a League of Nations man­
d.tte under Australia. After World War II, al­
though the League mandate became a United 
\ .1tions trusteeship, the entire eastern half of the 
,,(and was administered by Australia as Papua­
\ c w Guinea until it achieved independence as 
the nation of Papua New Guinea in 1975. 

Dutch New Guinea, or West Irian, was placed 
•111der Indonesian control in 1963, and following 
.t u affirmative vote by West Irianese councils in 
I 16Y it was proclaimed an Indonesian province. 
The name was changed to Irian Jaya in 1973. 
. Relief, Drainage, and Climate. The outstanding 
fc·.1t11re of New Guinea's relief is a highland 
liJckbone that extends from the Doberai (former­
" \'oge lkop, or "Bird's Head") Peninsula in the 

west through a series of parallel ranges that nar­
row to the eastern tail-end of the island. Rugged 
terrain, interrupted in places by upland basins, 
plateaus, and lakes, dominates the island interi­
or. The principal range in Irian Jaya is the Mao­
ke, which has peaks rising above 15,000 feet 
(4,572 meters). Puncak Jaya, formerly Mt. Car­
stensz, has an elevation of 16,503 feet (5,030 
meters) and a permanent snowcap. In Papua 
New Guinea the cordillera reaches from the 
broad complex of the Central Highlands to the 
Owen Stanley Range. The highest peaks exceed 
14,000 feet (4,267 meters). A belt of recently 
active volcanoes that lies parallel to the northeast 
coast continues through the adjacent island of 
New Britain. 

The most extensive lowlands are floodplains 
and deltas of major rivers and, in southern Irian 
Jaya, one of the world's largest swampy regions. 
Numerous offshore coral reefs and islands are 
scattered along the coastal approaches. 

The drainage patterns of New Guinea reflect 
the continental character of the island. Runoff 
from frequent heavy rains has dissected the high­
lands while feeding several major rivers and 
many smaller streams. The principal rivers of 
the northern watershed are the Mamberamo in 
Irian Jaya and the Sepik and Ramu in Papua New 
Guinea. On the southern watershed the Pulau, 
Mapi, Digul, and Bian meander across the vast 
swamps of Irian Jaya, while the Fly, Kikori, and 
Purari flow into the Gulf of Papua. 

Lying almost entirely within 10 degrees of 
the equator, New Guinea has a tropical rain­
forest climate that is modified by elevation in the 
mountainous interior and by seasonal changes in 
the direction of winds. The prevailing flow of 
air is from the southeast from May to October 
when the southeast trades are strongest, but that 

173 



I 

i 
l I 
~ 1 I 
'I 

I 

I 

' I f 

I ' 
f 

1 

I 
" 

C SHOS TAL-SUPERSTOCK 

Villagers complete .the thatched roof of a house built on 
piles in the interior of eastern New Guinea. 

season is generally the drier one because the 
trades move parallel to the coasts. From Decem­
ber to early April a northwest monsoon influ­
ences the weather, bringing heavier rainfall to 
most of the island. Port Moresby on the Gulf of 
Papua has less than 50 inches (1,250 mm) a year 
with minimums in July and August, but Kikori, 
across the gulf to the northwest in the direct path 
of the trades, receives more than 200 inches 
(5,000 mm) with maximums during the trade­
wind season. Annual rainfall in lrian Jaya aver­
ages 100 inches (2,500 mm) at most stations and 
is more evenly distributed through the year. 
Rainfall also varies from year to year, apparently 
in harmony with fluctuations of monsoon intensi­
ty between Asia and Australia . 

Except in the drier coastal areas from Port 
Moresby eastward, rainfall occurs on 100 or more 
days a year, most of it coming with thunde r­
storms. Tropical cyclones rarely visit New 
Guinea; their usual paths being farther to the 
south, but marginal effects occasionally reach the 
coasts . Precipitation is in the form of snow at the 
highest elevations in the interior, where clouds 
obscure the mountains most of the year. 

The greatest differences in temperature result 
from elevation. Nights are cold in the highlands 
throughout the year. In the lowlands mean 
monthly temperatures vary little from an annual 
average of about 80°F (27°C ). Sea breezes ame­
liorate oppressive daytime heat along the coasts. 

Vegetation and Wildlife. Most of New Guirrea is 
covered by tropical forest containing species th.at 
are related to those of Asia and Australia . 'As in 
other tropical lands that reach to high elevations, 
there is a vertical zonation of floral types. Man­
grove swamps, pandanus , coconuts, nipa , and 
sago palms grow on or near many parts of the 
coast. Dense rain forest with many kinds of 
hardwoods and climbing vines occupies a zone 

up to about 3,000 fee t (900 meters ). Indigenou·~ 
pines, beeches, and oaks prevail in a belt be­
tween the rain forest and the lower margin of a 
mossy forest at about 5,000 feet (1,500 meters). 
The mossy forest, consisting mainly of beeches 
with dangling strands of moss and coats of lichen, 
extends to the upper limit of trees at 10,500 feet 
(3,200 meters) . Above the tree line are alpine 
forms, including tree ferns and stunted conifers, 
that continue upward among interspersed 
grasses to the small areas of permanent snow on 
the highest peaks. 

The practice of shifting (s lash-and-burn) agri­
culture has reduced forest cover along intermedi­
ate slopes and in some highland basins . Areas of 
kunai (spear grass ) and " tik-tik" (wild sugarcane) 
have expanded into former forested lands that 
were burned or cleared for agriculture. On drier 
parts of the island or where rainfall is concen­
trated in the monsoon season there is usuall y a 
savannalike vegetation with scattered trees and 
coarse grasses. 

The wildlife of New Guinea is closely akin to 
that of Australia. The many types of marsupials 
include wallabies, tree kangaroos , bandicoots, 
phalange rs , and pouched mice . The echidna, or 
spiny anteater , is an egg-laying monotreme relat­
ed to the echidnas and the platypus of Australia. 
There are also fruit bats, known as flying foxes, 
and rats . The dugong (manatee) and dolphins 
are marine mammals that frequent coastal waters. 

Birds are by far the most abundant species of 
wildlife on land. Among more than 600 that 
have been class ified are the flightless cassowary, 
birds of paradise, parrots, bower birds , and pi­
geons. Reptiles include pythons, many poison­
ous snakes , the giant monitor and other lizards, 
and tortoises. Crocodiles are found in lowland 
streams and many estuaries. Frogs of many 
kinds make up the majority of amphibians. Fish 
species numbe ring about 1,400 in the rivers and 
coastal waters include commercially valuable 
tuna and barramundi. 

New Guinea is noted for its abundant variety 
of colorful butterflies and moths. The island 
also has malarial mosquitoes and ticks that carry 
typhus . 

Natural Resources. The tropical soils of New 
Guinea are subject to leaching by heavy rains 
and are easily eroded when exposed by forest 
removal and cultivation. They nevertheless 
have been agriculturally productive for thou­
sands of years. The best soils are found along 
river floodplains and in the highland basins , al ­
though productivity d eclines after a few years 
unless plots are shifted or fertilizer is applied. 
The swampy lowlands, especially in southenf 
Irian Jaya, have a limite d potential because o 
drainage problems, and they usually have fe '' 
native inhabitants except where sago palms are 
available for food. Terracing, shifting culti,·a­
tion , and even occasional irrigation were moder­
ately successful adjustments to soil defici encies 
in the past, but defores tation , weed invasions 
(mainly grasses), and leach ing h ave led to nati,·e 
population pressures on the land. 

Only a small fraction of New Guinea is poten· 
tiall y arable lan d . The p referre d areas are alonf! 
the narrow coastal plains and in valleys at inter~ 
mediate leve ls , where improved husbandr~ 
could expand commercial plantation agri cultu re · 

The mountain forests of New Guin ea's inten· 
or contain valuable softwoods such as kauri , hooP 
pines, and podocarps that are suitable for timber· 
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1 
st however, are difficult to reach, making log­

~ . 0 'expensive . The best hardwoods of the rain 
q[lg ; i st are scattered among other species. Rattan 
ord copal (a resin used in varnishes ) are minor 

'
111 ducts of the rain forest. 
pro Abundant fish and shellfish of the rivers and 

. stal waters are important sources of food for 
,-o,i ~atives . In addition to offshore fisheries, 
ih:rl shell, sponges, and sea cucumbers (beche­
Je-mer) are marine resources of commercial 

,.due. d 
· The mineral resources of the islan have not 

1>cen well explored, although the geological 
ch<lfacter of the rugged highlands suggests the 

·currence of metallic ores. Rich goldfields r ,·e been mined in the upper tributaries of the 
\tarkham Riv_er in the nort~east. There are 
k 

10
wn deposits of copper, silver, manganese, 

\d minor metals. A leading copper center is at t;k Tedi in the Star Mountains of western Papua 
\ew Guinea. Nickel occurs on Gag Island off 
far western Irian J aya. 

Oil exploration, mainly near the coasts, led to 
production on the Doberai Peninsula of Irian 
Java after the mid-20th century. Natural gas has 
b·~en found in both the Sepik and Fly-Kikori 
basins of Papua New Guinea. The island's lakes 
.. ~d rivers offer prospects for a substantial devel­
opment of hydroelectric power resources. 

The People. More than two thirds of New 
Guinea's people live in Papua New Guinea. In­
digenous population patterns are dens~st in the 
u1terior, where, because of the terram, settle­
ments are often dispersed among upland valleys 
.ind plateaus. Only a small proportion of the 
natives inhabit the lowlands, although increasing 
numbers have migrated to coastal villages and 
towns for employment. With few exceptions the 
swampy lands and broad river deltas are unin­
habited. Europeans, Indonesians, and other for­
eign expatriates are concentrated at plantation, 
trade, and administrative centers along the coasts 
or at mining settlements in the interior. 

Three demographic groups make up the ma­
jority of the native population. The Papuans of 
the southeast are dark skinned, woolly haired, 

and of medium stature. Negritoid people of 
small stature inhabit the central and western in­
terior. Tall, frizzy haired Melanesians live 
mainly on the coasts and outlying islands. In 
spite of these differences , New Guinea is com­
monly reiprded as a part of the Melanesian cul­
ture region. 

The linguistic diversity of New Guinea's peo­
ple is piobably greater than that of any area of 
comparable size in the world. Isolated groups of 
natives often speak a language not understood by 
others in a nearby valley. The more than 700 
spoken languages in Papua New Guinea and 250 
in Irian J aya fall into two main categories . Mel­
anesian dialects prevail on the coasts and off­
shore islands, whereas most other languages are 
broadly classified as Papuan. The official lan­
guage of government in Papua New Guinea is 
English, although a Pidgin English is widely 
used for communication among ethnic groups 
and in commerce. In Irian Jaya the principal lin­
gua franca is Malay, but the government encour­
ages the use oflndonesian as a universal language. 

Because the native peoples have been isolat­
ed from outside social and technological influ­
ences, until recently they retained many of the 
elements of a Stone Age culture. The main tra­
ditional economy is subsistence agriculture. 
Shifting cultivation, involving rotation of fields 
rather than crops, is common in the interior up­
lands, where steel axes and hoes have gradually 
replaced digging sticks and stone tools for tend­
ing garden plots. Vegetables and starchy roots 
are the principal crops; some villagers raise pigs 
and poultry. On coastal lowlands coconuts and 
sago starch are food sources . Fish and shellfish 
supplement the diets of coast dwellers, whereas 
birds and small animals are hunted in the up­
lands. A limited trade by natives is based on 
such items as seashells, bird feathers, wood carv­
ings, food, and copra made by drying coconut 
meat. Government policies and the introduction 
of modern technology continue to bring about 
inevitable cultural changes. 

HOWARD J. CRITCHFIELD 
Western Washington University 
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l COMPANY C 

Station: Bozeman 

Inducted 
Officers ............. .. ........... 4 
Enlisted Men ..... ........... 101 

Losses 
0 

12 

Name Serial Number 

CAPTAIN 

Net 
4 

89 

Home Town 

1. Henderson, Maurice E. . ..... ..... ..... 0-242833 ............ Bozeman 

FIRST SERGEANT 

1. Hicks, Walter V .......................... . 20,929,162 .......... Bozeman 

SERGEANTS 

1. Criswell, Raymond L. * .......... ...... 20,929,163 ....... ... Bozeman 
2. Daems, Otto L .... .. ..... ........ ... .. .. ... 20,929,164 ..... ..... Bozeman 
3. Dixon, Donald P . ..... ..................... 20,929,165 ... .. · .. ... Bozeman 
4. Funk, Alfred C. * ...... ........... ..... .... 20,929,166 ........ .. Bozeman 
5. Hill, Paul ........... ... .... ... : ... ......... ... .. . 20,929,167 .......... Bozeman 
6. Lowe, Edwin E.* .... .. .............. .. ... . 20,929,168 ... .. ..... Bozeman 
7. McQuary, Richard M ........... .... .. 20,929,169 .......... Bozeman 
8. Ross, Harry D ...... ..... ....... .. .... ... .. 20,929,i70 .......... Bozeman 

CORPORALS 

1. Dixon, Robert A ... .... ............... .. ... 20,929,171 .... ..... . Bozeman 
2. Drum, John J ............ .. ........... ...... 20,929,172 ......... . Miles City 
3. Gray, Frank M . Jr . ..... .. .... ... ... .. ... 20,929,173 ........ .. Bozeman 
4. Poynter, Harold E .................... ... 20,929,174 .......... Bozeman 

r Nelson IV .......... .... .......... .... 20,929,175 .... ... .. . Bozeman 
6. Whitney, Lyle G ........... .... ... ... .... .. 20,929,176 .. ...... .. Bozeman 
7. Woodland, Frank J ...... .. ..... ...... 20,929,177 ... .. .. ... Bozeman 

· 8. Yost, James A.* .. .... .......... ... .. .... . 20,929,178 ........ .. Belgrade 

FIRST CLASS PRIVATES 

1. Carter, Kenneth L .............. .. .. ... 20,929,179 ........ .. Butte 
2. Danzer, Wallace H . ........... .... .. .. . 20,929,184 ....... ... Denton 
3. Dent, Junior S. . ...................... ... .. 20,929,180 .......... Bozeman 
4. Dye, Robert F. ····· · ·· ·· ············ · · ~ - - -20,929,181 .......... Bozeman 

-- 5. Gunter, Jack C ......... ....... .......... ... 20,929,182 ........ . Bozeman 
A Grooters, Bert* ......... ..... ............. 20.929,183 ..... ... .. Bozeman 
7. Johnson, William H ... ....... ... .. ... .. . 20,929,185 ........ .. Bozeman 
8. Kindig, Lewis W. * .............. .... .... 20,929,186 ..... ... .. Gallatin Gateway 
9. Lewis, Frank D .... ......................... 20,929,187 .... ...... Bozeman 

10. Lewis, Jack B .................. ........... .. 20,929,188 ... .... ... Bozeman 
11. Peplinski, John P .... .. .... .. ....... .... 20,929,189 ... .... ... Beech, N. D. 
12. Sunderland, Marvin E. . ............. 20,929,190 ... .... ... Bozeman 
13. Treat, Virgil .. ... ..... .......... .... ........ 20,929,191. .. ...... . Bozeman 
14. Yadon, Kermeth L ....... .... ..... ..... .. 20,929,192 ... .... ... Bozeman 
15. Yost, Harold W ... · ....... ............ .. ... .. 20,929,193 ....... ... Bozeman 



· Organizatio11s and Units 

COMPANY C-(Continued) 

PRIVATES 

1. Altman, Merlin J ............ .. .. ..... .... 20,929,234 ..... .. ... Bozeman 
2. Ballard, Fred L ...... .. .................. ... 20,929,194 .... .... .. Bozeman 
3. Barnes, Glen L. -~ · ·· ··················· ·· ··20,929,195 .......... Bozeman 
4. Barnes, William D. ··· ········· ·= ·····---20,929,196 .......... Craig 
5. Brown, Everett W ........ ... ... ......... 20,929,197 .... ...... Bozeman 
6. Burrell, Lester W ............... ...... .. .. 20,929,198..·~---····Logan 
7. Callantine, William T ........ .. : ...... 20,929,224 .......... Three Forks 
8. Cattrell, Charles P ...... ... ....... ..... 20,929,199 .......... Bozeman 
9. Chamberlain, Maurice G . .... ........ 20,929,200 .......... Stockton, Kansas 

10. Cles, Leslie P ...... ........ .. ..... ........ .. 20,929,201.. .. ...... Powell, Wyoming 
11. Cloninger, Wilson F ..... .. ...... ....... 20,929,202 ...... .... Gallatin Gateway 
12 . . Cloyd, Jasper L ..................... .... .. 20,929,203 .......... Belgrade 
13. Corkins, Jack P .................... ....... 20,929,204 ....... ... Bozeman 
14. Davison, Donald N ..................... 20,929,205 .......... Bozeman 
15. Davison, Stanley C ............. ........ 20,929,206 .......... Highwood 
16. Duncan, Floyd L ......................... 20,929,207 .......... Belgrade 
17. Freeman, Alfred F ........ ............. 20,929,208 .... ... .. . Bozeman. 
18. Haglund, Phillip G ..................... 20,929,209 .......... Watkins 
19. Hamilton, Melvin A. . ......... ........ 20,929,210 . ." ........ Belgrade 
20. Hanson, Gale D. . ......................... 20,929,211 ... ....... Bozeman 
21. Jenkins, Josephus ........................ 20,929,212 .......... Bozeman 
22. Johnson, Albert E. * .................... 20,929,213 .......... Conrad 
23. Johnson, Robert E ....................... 20,929,214 ... : ...... Bozeman 
24. Jones, Earl C. . ........... ... .... ........... 20,929,215 .......... Bozeman 
25. Keyes, Robert A ........ .... ...... ......... 20,929,216 .... ...... Bozeman 
26. Krein, Frederick · · ·······~···········-----20,929,217 ........ .. Jamestown, N. D. 
27. Kuhn, John L .............. .......... ...... ... 20,929,218 .. .. ...... Watkins 
28. Kundert, Frank T. . .... ... .............. 20,929,219 .......... Bozeman 
29.. La\\'rence, Ivan 0 ............ ............. 20,929,220 .......... Bozeman 
30. Lillegard, Glenn A .............. ........ . 20,929,221. ......... Stanford. 
31. Lindgren,. Carl R. . ............. ........ .. 20,929,222 .......... B~zeman 
32. Logan, Lee F. ·········-····················20,929,223 ........ .. Bozeman 
33. Lowe, Gerald R. . ......................... 20,929,267 ......... . Bozeman 
34. ~·farkuson, Marvin A.* ................ 20,929,225 .......... Thompson Falls 
35. Martin, Omer L. . ......................... 20,929,226 .......... Bozeman 
36. McGaugh, Mayo C ..................... 20,929,227.~ ........ Manhattan 
37. McHenry, Melvin C ........... .... ...... 20,929,228 .......... Lone Pine 
38. Meagher, Gordon F ..................... 20,929,229 .......... Bozeman 
39. Mikalson, Robert L. * ...... .......... 20,929,230 .......... Eureka 
40. Mikelson, Roy G .. ... .. .. ... ...... ........ 20,929,231 .......... Eureka 
41. Miller, Clarence A ... .............. .... 20,929,232 ... ...... . Menard 
42. Mohl, John L ............... ................ 20,929,233.~ ........ Bozeman 
43. Mosher, Joseph .................. .... ...... 20,929,236 .......... Twin Bridges 
44. Neft, Robert F .............. ..... ..... ..... 20,929,237 .......... Clasoil 
45. Nevin, John W ........... .................. 20,929,238 .......... Bozeman 
-16. Nelson, Emil L .... ......................... 20,929,239 ........ .. Watkins 
·l.7 . · ~9 . 240 . 



COMPANY C-(Continued) 

48. Nichols, Herbert E. . ... ... .... ..... .... 20,929,241 .. .... .... Bozeman 
49. Pattison, William J. . ...... .... .. .... . 20,929,244 ....... ... Bozeman 
50. Ping, Marion L. ··· ·· · · · · ···- ~ - - - ·· ·· · .... 20,929,242 .. ... ..... Bozeman 
51 Richardson, William H .. .... ...... ... 20,929,245 .......... Bozeman 

inger, Paul T. . ... ..... .. ..... ..... .... .. . 20,929,246 ... ..... .. Ringling 
3... Robbins, Kimball K. . ..... .. ... .... ... 20,929,24 7 .. ..... ... Denton 

54. Rogney, Roger W ........... ............ 20,929,248 ....... ... Bozeman 
55. Russell, Rowland E. M . .. ..... ..... 20,929,249 ... ..... .. Manhattan 
56. Rutledge, Loranzo D. . .. ....... ..... . 20,929,235 ... ... .. .. Bozeman 
57. Sandsness, Paul ·M .......... ........... 20,929,250 ..... ..... Bozeman 
58. Sandsness, Lloyd L .... .......... ....... 20,929.,243 .......... Bozeman 
59. Scanlan, William H. ······ ············ ·:20,929,251 ..... ..... Three Forks 
60. Sponsler, Ivor W. * .............. ...... 20,929,252 ... .... .. . Bozeman 
61. Spring, Wilbur ·P.* ... ........... ... ..... 20,929,253 .......... Belgrade 
62. Swanson, Leslie ...... ...... ..... ... ...... 20,929,266 ... .. ..... Bozeman 
63. Tooley, Creath A ...... .. .. ..... ... .. ... .. 20,929,254 ... .... .. . Miles City 
64. Townsend, Lloyd A. . ......... .... ...... 20,929,255 ... ..... .. Bozeman 
65. \Veyand, William M. . ... ... .. ... .. .. .. 20,929,256 ... ...... . Bozeman 
66. Wheat, Charles L. . ......... ..... ... .... 20,929,257 .. ........ Bozeman 
67. Wilcox, Joe C . ..... .... ..... ..... ..... ...... 20,929,258 ......... . Stevensville 
68. Wilson, James F. . .. ... ... ..... .. ... .... 20,929,259 .... ... ... Saco 
69. Zimmerman, Walter M ...... ....... 20,929,260 ... ..... .. Manhattan 

I 

*LOSSES 

1. Criswell, Raymond L. . .......... .... . 20 ,929,163 ... ..... .. Bozeman 
Hon. Disch 9-19-40 Physical Disability 

2. Funk, Alfred C ... ... ..... ...... .. .... .... 20,929,166 ........ .. Bozeman 
Hon. Disch 9-19-40 Physical Disability 

3. Lowe, Edwin E . ...... ... ... .. ............ 20,929,168 ... .... .. . Bozeman 
Hon. Disch 9-19-40 Physical Disability 

4. Yost, James A ..... .. ... .-....... ........... 20,929,178 .... ... ... Belgrade 
Hon. Disch. 10-25-40 Dependency 

5. Grooters, Bert .. ............. ... ... .. ..... 20,929,183 ..... .. ... Bozeman 
Hon. Disch 9-19-40 Physical Disability 

6. Kindig, Lewis W .......... ...... ... ... ... 20,929,186 ....... ... Gallatin Gateway 
Hon. Disch 9-19-40 Physical Disability 

7. Johnson, Albert E ....... ... .... ..... .. 20,929,213 ... ..... .. Conrad 
Hon. Disch 9-19-40 Physical Disability 

8. Markuson, Marvin A. . ... ....... .. ... 20,929,225 ... ..... .. Thompson Falls 
Hon. Disch 9-19-40 Physical Disability 

9. Mikalson, Robert L ... .... ... .. .... ..... 20,929,230 ... .. .. ... Eureka 
Hon. Disch 9-19-40 Physical Disability 
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out we returned to our gun position after 
most of the infantry had passed through, 
Torn and I were then reassigned. 

After a short time Battery A was told 
to cover Battery C, until they were estab­
lished in a new position back on the 
beach. Battery A would theri p~ck up and 
followo The Battalion spent that night 
in our new position. At the end of our 
first day on Biak Island, right back where 
we started. 

William Lenzner, Btry. A, 947th P.A. Bno 

( 
BT AK TC'.~.AN'D ~r:HO;JF'i'~1lr C1..f.~ .n~ - M~v 28 

\\/ 1944- -0~ ttls .. . i ~l~~d" t·h;~ ~- it~.~~bo~tv two' 
V inches of top soil, then coral. Two off­

icers were digginh1 a foxhole. Progress 
was slow and by late afternoon, by piling 
the loosened coral, they managed to get 
below ground level, by laying on their 
backs. About 9:00 PM, one said "I've got 
to go to the bathroom, or wordjto that 
effect " • The other s a i d "ro 11 out o f the 
foxhole". The first replied, "no, with all 
this wild firing, it would be my luck to 
get hit". After awhile there was tinkling 
sound. "what are you doing?" "I am using 
my helmet. 

Anonymous 

21. 



into the interior of the island, and to 
locate an Jap airstrip that had been sur­
veyed, but never finished. Our destination 

--1:· wcrs-to j oin up with the 162nd and 186th 
I\ Infantry. ·or the 4lst Division. 

That afternoon, after having found 
the camouflaged road and the airstrip, we -.. 
met up with Col. Newman and a patrol from § 
the 186th Infantry. It was now time to dig i2 
in for the night. We were scratching into ~ 
the coral ground for foxho l es, when we ~ 
were suddenly ambus hed . Tfie whole area was~ 
being sprayed with machinegun fire and ~ 
small mortars. Col. Newman1',ordered every-_._ 
one to stay low and dispers~--~the same 
time he ordered men from his patrol to 
search in different directions for the 
enemy. 

Both Oldham and I were crawling on our 
hands and knees away from what we thought 
was the line of fire. A burst or machine­
gun fire intended for us, Just passed be­
tween my head and Oldham s rear end . I • 
Thought sure l y he Ra d i t , and fie t urned a­
round expecting that I had been shot, but 
we both lucked out. In a short time the men 
returned and reported they had found the 
Japs and my recollectiorr was they killed 

""eleven of them. 

Our position was now intolerable and 
Col. Newman radioed the 186th Infantry say­
ing "we were going to join up with them 
that same evening and that it would be a f't er 
dark". We received an answer that their 
perimeter was already posted and that they 
would be alerted for us. In order to get 
a fix on their position, they were asked to 
send up a flare~ and we were instructed to 

.... wat c h ±or 1T . w~ were lucky ror we saw the 



-- -··- ~ - ·-· .. .:.., __ ._.. _____ _ · _~ . 

first one. The Colonel took a compass read­
ingand we headed out through the jungle. 

Single file through mud, water and dark­
ness, ,each man staying close enough to the 
man in front of him, to enable him to see 

'ji ·v;( ~t~h~e:._;s;m~a~l~l~;r~a~·~u~~:::;~t~o~n~- ~n~i~n~n~e~d~o~n~.~h~i~s~b~a=;..,;ck~.~ 
~ e were eac iven one by e infan ry. e 

i finally arrived c l ose t o the inf ant ry's per-
j imeter and were challenged by them. After 
1 the exchange of the password of the day, 

I 
they were satisfied we were the Americans 
they were expecting. we were passed through 

! and were escorted to the spot where they 
1 had dug in for the night. Now all we had 
j to do was to dig our foxholes- again in 
J coral. 
I 
j 

~ 
! 

The next. morning Oldham radioed to 
our headquarters on the beach, 2t which 
time he was told the Allies were storming 
the beaches of Normandy, France, what a 
day to remember. 0 -;;-...; t.J , ~_, ~ ; 

About this time we were watching a r/.~ 
flight of B-25's and we could see they were 

~ antiaircraft fire from the Jap navy, which 
j was trying to land troops. The bombers 

circled and on making a new approach, the 
bomb bay opened and they dropped their 
bombs. We could not see the ships or water, 
from the sound we could tell the bombs were 
finding their targets. 

Our position was on the ridge above 
Mokmer airdrome and the plan was to descen~ 
on it at the same time our troons landed on 
the beach, just across the main. strin. 
Just before we started down we were ~traf-ed 
by a P-38 who must have thought we were J aps 0 - ' 

26. 



He made two passes at us, and I heard an 
order for all to shoot back on the next 
pass, for which 1 thank God never came ~On 

-the way down one of our men was killed. 

We setup an OP along side of the strip 
which was built up about a foot with coral. 
Soon we began to draw fire from the very 
ridge we had just left. They were firing 
40 mm gun directly at us and much of it 

~ glanced off the strip immediately to our 
I' front. Between bursts of their fire we 

could spot smoke risi~g from the jungle on 
the ridge and then it would be our turn 
to direct artillery fire on them. Every 
now and then the Japs would come out of 
their caves and start shooting again. This 

...{'would include mountain artillery and mortars. 
~I remember well when Oldham said we had 

just been bracketed and the next rounds 
would be on top of us. The rounds never 
came, and having spo t ted more smoke on the 
ridge we directed more fire on them. Dur­
ing all this fire and counterfire, we were 
told we were firing Division Artillery 
which included almost every piece on the 
island. 

After about six days and nights the 
ridge looked almost bare and the infantry 
was directed through that areao Several 
days later we met up with some of the men 
who went through and they told us there 
were dead Japs all over and hardly a tree 
standing. 

After all this shooting there was 
still sporadic fire from the ridge. When 
our party was relieved we had to leave by 
a land~arge and help carry on wounded 
infan-r-rymen who were on stretchers. This 



. was early morning at high tide, the Japs 
started shooting at us. Their rounds landed 
all around , no hits. 

We arrived at our gun position after 
breakfast, but our Mess Sergeant J.o. Ben­
net had lots of hot cakes and coffee wait­
ingi which proved that A Battery had just 
about the best cooks in the army. · 

For myself I know I will never forget 
that experience and I am sure that goes 
for Lieut. Runkle, Sergeant Oldham and 
Patterson. 
William Lenzner, Btry. A, 94?th F~A. Bn. 

This hanpened on Biak Island- Our s~4, an 
Irishma~-from New York, in his usual ind­
ustrious manner, was down at the Bosnek Jet­
ty. looking for some extras for the Battalion. 
Pausing in his work to watch the Air Corps 

. unload, he was accosted by an Air Corps Col-
:·l. inel: "Where is the air field"?, to which l . / our friend replied, "Down the coast road 
J ~>u; · n the Jap lines". "Thank you", said the 
; olonel, "what did you say?" 
i 

Our S-4 was down at the Quartermaster dump 
the next day when he was asked by a Quarter­
master Lieutenant why some of his5hell5went 
Whe-Whe-Whe. Well, replied the Captain, we 
are required to shoot in the caves above 
you and they are at right anglesto the 

~ guns, so when you hear our shells gonmg 
·)\.Whee-Whee, the 947th is throwi~g a curve. 

28. 
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