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Jan. 4, 1 78--Have spent 1st 2 workdays of J.lear on editing
for Pnv Station arrl article queries f'or Ann. Interrl to
try 1mock out MMaturity travel piece tomorrow am Fri.; if
I manage, it 1 11 have been about $1100 worth of work this
week , lil<ely my recnrdo
Amazing t.o ire hc:M too book ms fad es i'l-om mirrl , after
a balf-J.lear of thinld.J'lS of little else . For the moirent,
I'm entirely content to have Caro 1 Hill take her time on
the 1'15, am not even worrying about the rewrite. If sbe's
not 00 ard from ear ly in Feb., that 111 all change like a
lightning stroke , I supposeo Should enter details of my
meeting Carol H. on Dec. 22. HBJ ra s its cwn bra., n
skyscraper, in upta'1n--about 47th am Th:ird --and CH's
office is on 10th floor. Receptnt , like all swi tchbd and
similar intermediaries in NY, cculdn't handle my raire, but
finally managed to garble a version into inter-office
phore • CH was in mid st of something--I found out it was
Reader's Digest purchase of condstn rights to novel, By
the Rivers of--i~on- -ar.d before l.ong sent out her yo~
rm.le go- for,
, to apologize and tell ire to hang on.
I read Times and watched artists, messengers and unidentifiables come and go, then CH &'hewed up--my ~gt
height or a bit more, in rollrack sweater and creamy skirt~
she looked 35- 40 to me, which may mean she's oJrl er; ha:ir
I think was auburn; and facially, very much lilts a 35-yrold version of actress Anne Bancroft.
(Jan 9, cont . ) She has a window office , apparent rre.rk
of seniority: trade dept. looks moo h like every otlEr
magazine or pub'g enterprise I've ever been in, with
mid-floor bullpen of di videred mffhws Spices, actual
offices arourrl the perimeter . Talked with CH for !hrmiddle of her desk was pink blizzard of phone slips, arrl
she obviously was l:usy as hell- -an:i she said all the
right nattering things atout rrry writing arrl the ms
poss:ibilities; even discountirg the comments as stan:iard
stuff t.o an author, she seemed genuinely enthused . Said
it'd likely be 1st of Feb . before I hear from her, which
I take to nean at least mid-Feb . Asked her a bit about
hat she'd come to do Subsistence USA, she said it was an
idea thought up \1Clllt.JR by NY editor: how would she like to
to out am do a book of inter views with poor people?
She said she didn't want to do 1h at - -doesn 't count
herself a reporter or interviewer1 .really--but could i f
idea were refined to subsistence .uving .

Jm. 9 cont.-- Asked if' she's writing anything now, she
said ncm, then amemed that she'd done novelization of
Paul Mazur sky'' s movie, An Unrrarried Woman, in 4-day
stint. Said it's a map topic--relationship of nm and
women-- which "is comir:g to interest her," whatever that

rreans .
She liked--"loved" --The Hills West of Noon as title,
tho said GOO lmows what the narketil€ people will have to
say about a title. Said she didn't like Half-life.
Some irnpressiom: she 1 s 01T er-busy, as editors seem
chronically to be; at om point, gesturing over pi~d
desk, confessed 11 I can't say no. 11 When her attention does
cone to a project, I think i t clamps on ha.rd, does the
joo, and moves on. Arm menti. oned a number of phone
questlons from CH early on, about our mutual letterhead,
etc . When I made a milrl josh that I hoped there was no
oonfusion workingx with my agent in the wi Jrls of Seattle,
CH waved it off, no problem, and wasn't at all interested
in the unusual way we'd found our way to hert,(.1t
CH turned out to be more East Coast than Ii~rne reason
tad expected--grew up in NJ, ra s the tense edge of a
New York professioral, all right. All in all, I was
heartened by her: she seems thoroughgoing pro, with gocd
heft in the pub'g house, and while she's ovebbusy, I
couldn 1 t spot anythi~ of the dim streak of Bill Oliver
or the neurosis r£ the guy I ome met at Scribner's .
Did little else in my day in NY except buy Carol a
ChristJM.s wallet at Sl!lks, buy a few books,
have lunch
at a sidestreet place called Chicago, Chicago.
The NJ stay--Dec . 20-29--l'B.d its bumpy monen ts, as wen
Frank an:i Lucie were in fem er-ben:i er with a truck at a
toll plaza on their way to pick us up at airport. $400
damage to Frank's new Chev. Carol then drove us down
the shore in scarifying la.shes of rain, wind, traffic;
rained so hard that night that it 1.eaked through mortar
sea.ms on the brick aptntt builrling and into our bedroom.
Carol caught cold about the 3d day, and a few days later
I ca~ht some lal-grade sinu.9 i:R: woe which simply sat at
back of nose and tbr oat, getti:r:g no better or worse;
much problem with nose etc. recentJ.y. Weather luckily
cleared up , and stayed bright arrl oold all of our stay
after the 1st night; some days tte high was 12, and
given what I thought was incipient cold, I didn't jog
as pl.armed, except once early in stay. But each morn,
I wouJd bundle up and go to Asbury bus station to buy
NY Times and Daily News and Phila. Inquirer.

aro

Jan. 9 cont .--Saw various people--Breslins, Betty 'fhomas,
and Marge Dean, the Eel.mans, Tol'll Jobson. Jobson
is .tatter everytime we see hlll; this time, our visit
coincided with brief office Xmas party, in which the year 1 1
freebie shlock was raffled off. Hilariously awful stuff,
inclu:l i~ a couple of hula hoops; sone one named Jodie
Callender kept winni~ calerrlars . Went to Toms River to
have lureh with Betty am aee the apt. she nc:M keeps
there; she said she 's Job son 1 s age--52--but looks 6.5,
hair nearly gray . Kon-stop t&lkative as ever--even as she
listers, sb!J 's so evidently thinkiqs of the next thing
she's going to say--but pla.inly worried about what •s
coming, with Reynold now near 80 and a colosnl history
of b!art trouble. She said as much to me when Carol had
gone to the john, addil'lS that the usual observation that
the inevi ta.bl.e simply was co~ didn •t help.
Jan. 11, oont .--One meastre of how things are going is that
this entry so far t..s ~~ run across · 3 days, and
stiU liin't in much order. Have not .felt well the past
pair of days--seTere lack of energy y'day, ~en I did
nothing but sleep am read (all of Paul Theroux•s Great
Railway Bazaar, and last night :finished Ferris 1 1 biog
of Dylan Thomas; Theraux'; book interesting aid cleanly
written, wt curiously joyleu, often readi~ as i f hia
train travel waa a neurosis instead of happy nania). Fe~l
more pert today, hope for a morning of desk chores, then
lunc h wi th Clint, then a bit of tw library work, and then
to l'D!et with A~ Duxblll"y to talk about Sea !Brant book
proj ect . Am quite curious a.rout Clint: last year, he in
effect 101t his wife, kirls, house and job, a tre:mendoua
set of iMpacts. Little worrl er that h! 's seemed to me to
have aged about 5 years 1irce last sU!Ml8r.
More on NJ trip: were hung up at O'Hare for 2-3 hrs
comi~ home; oil leak discovered on plane during stop<Ner,
we cane back from casual stroll of airport t.o dis cover
the plane cabin was being cleared of belo~ings. This o.r
course was the trip when C was bringing back th! family ·
silver, and we at once d enaro ed t.o go in anl get our s'b.lff'
ourselves . At that, forgot we had carry-on hanging b~g
of clot h9 s, had to make special trip back for tha t •
Next night, 30th, party at the Rodens: Dah.eims, Kappa,
Arey, For bese s , Rabur as and us • Dave Da h!i m had grand news
that a producer is nibblin g on his screenplay, tho I've
Coincidentally seen ceuple_ of articles sinCJ' wi thtthehe
appalling figore1 on 110~ rew screenplays l'IRke 1t o t.
screen, even after being optioned. Anyw8¥", it'• a longawai ted bit of h!artening news for Dave, who has slugged
R~ er

Jan. 11 cont. --away at writing as long and hard as anyone
I knCM of • A1s o talked a bit with Bob Kapp, 'Who th inks he 1 s
on his way out of UW, aver tenute , and likely out of
academia, through dis illusion. Shame to see, befause I ' •
sure he '1 a he lllNa teacker; certainly he• s one of the
quickest and most interesting ll'li.nds I ' ve ever known. I
found, t.o o, talkiig with both Bob am Mary Catherine, ttat
they've become Northwest smal.1-d democrats in a way th at
happily surprises me, after the initial party wi. th Bob a
tew yrs ago when he argued the Eastern prep schoolintellectu al exc:itenent advantages with Carol. Mary C
talka d about the infiated to nim sa comillg to their hru seboat comm.unity, Bob gave UW •urprising eredit-- considering
that the pl.ace is rrain reason for his disillusi. on--for
havii:g no airs.
31st and 1st, we spent with Rodens at Hood Canal cabin.
Carol enjoys the Hood Canal excu.sione i.JmTleniely--fresh
oysters, Jean's companionship. I ' m le&& wild about them;
I have a good enrugh time, but given that we do no hiki~,
and speni too much ti Ile talking aooutilhings none of UI
really know much about, I'm. not keen to ma.ke that run too
ofte• . Carol 's best-!rierrlahipwttb Jean ii ao easy and
apparently obstacle-less thlt I'a not sure it occurs to
the pair of the• that John and I are •ot so well me shed.
We are colllpanionab~ --lord, I Ole hi• rq lite, and insofar
as he has a best ft-iend, I ' • probably it--but our time
senses and J)'raonalitiea often are at direct opposites,
an:i it 's t.o the credit of oo th of us that we manage in
such instances, I think. I entirely know that he ani Jean
are the most Taluab~ of frien:is, but this is not to say
there won•t be edgy 11to:nenta--and I'• sure MY pedantry and
spikey indepen:I ence give the11 ao.e fro• •Y di rectio• as
well.
The short week starting Jan. 3 , I plunged inte editing
booklet for Pl'W Station, which I J1a?1 aged in a 2 days, tmn
did the MMAturi.ty Montana travel piece in the next 2. All
in all, abctut $1000 of -work i• 4 day&, likely rq record.
Nene o! it very inspiratlonal work, and I'• beginning w
fim that it's allllost a •onth ruJ4 since I did any real
writi ng--m ari.Jlg ti 111e to be underway again.
C and I are tryi~ to co11e to griJ:S 'Wi. th house chores
agai•, and there seems a colessal amount. Did some
items over weekend-looked for new vacuum cleaner, for

eXRaini~ for past seTeral days, after brilliant clear
weather at em of '77: Hood CaJ11.l weekeni was cryatalele ar.

Jan. 19--Mark the day with a white stone. Y 1 day, after
lunch with Archie Satterfield an:i meeting with Ann, I
was at Shoreline, trottirg to the track for my jogging
rounds at about 3 :30, when I saw Carol at the gate in
t't1' Volvo. She said Carol Hill had called from HBJ ,
suggested I come hone and return her call. In smelly
jogging clothes, I climbed in with te r, went home arrl
apprehensively made the call, a full month before I ever
expected to hear from CH . She came on the line and jgq
proceeded to tell ne, I read from my notes , that the
book is "spectacularly" written, "beautifully" written,
"elegant, 1111word erful," and "so beautifully done ." Said
she had knCJoln I was a writer, but l'iid no idea I had
"this much talent," and she hoped I 1 d go on to write
11
1TSlny, many more boo~ • " Said sh! arrl others in office
were "very mewed" by tte ms, that th!y're "very hi&h"
on it and inten:i "to do everything for it . " I listened
in silence for about two minutes of encomiums, at last
joked "Is that tte best yro can say for it ? 11 arrl told
ter in turilhow pleased I was to hear s~h words, after
five ;years ct: ~rk on the 11'5 . Asked about editorial
changes, she assured M! they '11 be minimll--11 1 hate to
touch it, it 1 s so rare K I get a manuscript like this . "
I ' m of two mirrls about 11 minill9. 1 11 changes-- relief, but
also surprise, because ne seene d to me to need consdble
cutti~ , mybe even some rejigging in Valley and the
last two sections. Still, I'll see when her oomnents
colll! in mail what "minima l " really is .
In th!!! midst' of all the above, CH si1Yply said: "And
we 111 publish it in 'the fall." I asked her to translate
that into a date, she sa:id Sept . or Oct. This is as
extraordinary to me as the extent of her praise; I had
no hope that_ t~ IT5 crold reach print befcre sometine
in early ' 79 .
Other points : my ira keshif t tit le, The Hills West of
Noon, will be chaneed, altho nobody bas any real idea
to what. CH said they'd like to get something with
family or kin in it--which is fine by ne, sime I haven't
managed to successfully tit l e the last 3 books, md this
one s eems peculiarly resistant to titling. And at the
point where I told CH I was surprised that s~ didn't
want to cut ·the ms, she said No, not really--tho so ne one
who 'd read it sa:id there are 11 too mmy horses . "

Jan . 19--S~, incredibly, and even discounting CH •s
conwents by 90%--tho she strikes ne, am stru: k Ann, as
a hard-headed ~ who doesn't exaggerate her feeliJ'€s-I seem to have the prime work of my life in the l:Q nds of
a potent editor, wi. th a hot hand for success, at a ma.j or
publishiq; house . Pry at that as it will, 'rrr:f caution
and pro fessioml pessimisa can't find a goddamn thing
wrong with that at the monent o
Ironic, am sobe-i~, that the CH call came a few hrs
after I 'd had lunch wt th Archie, who seems in as flat a
mood as must be possible fer that generous , primely
gent . He 1 s in midst of writing text for another photo
book, one more chore for tuition money for 3 kids at
Lakeside (and a 4th on the way there). His Ho11e Front
book, after it fell thru at Lippincott, has become an
"albatross", be thinks--possibly some salvageable
material on German POW8 , but otherwise no apparent
prospects . Archie is badly bitten with the novel bug;
has ideas out for a couple of juvenile novel$, for
instance . But gi.ven his straddle of P-I job ~d the
grini -i t-out schedule of guideoooks, picture to oks etc.,
he's in the worst position to tackle fiction, it seems
to DI!! ; he says he longs t.o be al!>le tow rite full- ti.me,
and I can belie'/ e he does. But I J.a ughed a bit and t.o ld
him there were problems with that, too; I didn't say so,
b.lt there's always the haunt, which has been with me for
so long , th.at the fullest time and opportunity still
won't yield the work you dream of doing .
Went on to Ann's, found that NY Times wants the
Astor ia pie ce I qu eried about ; Bob Stock no lo~ er
travel editor, has moved to Business section, but the
new man, Robert Crandall, na intains he still wants my
stuff . Also talked with Ann about trying to sell chunks
of took ns, which neither of us knows a damn thi~ about;
will have to get my wits workitlr for more possibilities
than we 1ve come up with so far. Ann had heard frn111
Modern Maturity , th!y liked the travel piece very much,
are serrli ng our ch eek, invited more queries--a pub 'n
which has been a rerrarl<Rb1e piece of luck for us,
providing some respectable income for not much W) rk .
World~ backward to catch up with diary: Sunday th!
15th , helped Clint move into Kathleen's ne wly-bought
hot.Ee on west slope of Queen Anne. Had told him I wasn't
.e;ocd for mucb r1ally heaIT 1if ti~ because of ray back,
n:e said h! didn t 1flink tliere'd be mooh--1md as I

Jan. 19 cont.--told him during lunch at Bloch's~ on a
scale of ten this move of his was at least an Bt• The
crew--C, JTe , Jack Gordon, Clint, Kathleen, two of her
friends, Barbara Langley and Ralph Maso:n--all were
surprised by extent of stuff, and folks dwindl ed until
by S:)0--we 'd s t arte« at 10--it was Carol and m! he lpi?f;
C an:i K horse t~ last colossal sofa into the house, and
the refrig in to pl.ace and the stove up from the basement .
My back was tired am I was worried, but no aftereffects
at all; apparently when luck runs, it runs.
Jack ~d Peg are in what Jack llli:llt mildly calls a
livi~ -out 11 marriag e--i .e., Peg is livi~ out, am
almost certainly is on he r way out of the marriage.
They see each other Wednesday nights with out fail, cnd
negotiate a weekend day together. I J11oticed, J:e rbaps
over....suspiciously, th.cit during lunch when we were all
trying to fix a date to go to Empty Space tog ether, Peg
suggested a Wednesday--a dual-purpose night, she'd be
with Jack per agreenent but with all the rest of us as
well. Jack, who seems ell tirely miable--supposedly his
bursts of tempers are one reason Peg has made her move-sal'S he fim s it a bit unsettling to be 35 and more or
less si~le again .
Friday night, the 14th: with John ai.d Jean, we went to
Everett for di~r at the Dewells. Alice's idea was tbat
the 4 of us, arrl est:e cfa lly me because I'm a writer,
would make good ITealnBtes for a writer s~ 1 s admired,
Lois Hudson. Gf UW English Dept., author of early-60's
novel cal~d i'he Bones of Plenty. I was uneasy about
the prospect from the rnolll!nt I heard of it, and it
exceeded even those expectations, althe the evening XEC
had a kind of spooky fascination to i t. Lois Hudson
"turned out to be several clicbe s mudded tog etber-- with
booze as the apparent mixing agent. She got lo.st on the
way--Pete weRt out U> fetch her--am arrived talkil'l',;
non-stop. Within minutes, she had c alled lJean 11 Baby11
and told her she was naive . I learned later from Jea
that Hudson 1 s daughter is in music school with Cindy.
Putting it together, I see new that Hudson l'IRY have
felt urrl er pressure, er threat, from ill of w--Jean and
John because througa Cindy they la:ew something of H and
her rocky family situation, Carol because she also
teaches writing, ne because I'm also a writer, and a
you~ er Oil! than H toll boot •
11

Jan . 19 cont . - - That, at least, would account fo r H's
ostentatious lack of interest in the rest• of us . J&J •a
trip around t'll!I wcrlrl was mentione d, she showed no
inclination to follow - up - -tho she ' d eariier said she
herself longed to travel, had never been outs.id e US A
except to Victoria . Similarly, no curiosity at all ab:>ut
what I write, or haw Carol teactes . As best I could
decipher it , Hudson hasn't written much, if anything, i n
the past dozen years; nothing shows up in Reader 1 s Guise,
am sh!'s still at1«>rk on same novel mentioned ill
Contemp Authors about 19t5. Her marriace broke up about
then , she ' s raised the two daughters , had to make her
way i n academic wor ld without Ph . D. Meanwhile, wha t
claim to fame she has - -as North Dakota ' s novelist--is
be~ kicked out frn m un:l er her by Larry Woiwcxi e, a much
yo~ er ard mre skilled writer; early in the evening,
Hudson brought up his nane, almost out of nowhere, as if
it was pre~ on her. All in all , she seemed, silll.tnsly,
a blocked writer; a preening English prof ; a selfdefensive non- Ph. D. prof; a bitter divorcee; an:i an
aging mother who drinks a lot . She seerred at her
steadiest when, for about five minutes near the end of
the meal am everyoD! e lse was talki~ about something
else , I asked her about the plot of the novel she ' s
"WOrki~ on.
As loq; a s she descr ibed the historical
figures and the Humboldt County area, she was steady
and low-keyed; when I followed on by asking what her
l-1riting schedule is , she ji ttered off a~ai.n . Recluse
tba t I a:m- -have been readine McPhee ' s Comirg Intc the
Countcy- , and concluding that I 1:m. maybe more a hermit
than his characters in the village of Eagle, l'ith their
planes, snoWlltobiles and colnl'l\unity meetings --she was a
glimpse into most of what I dis like, and don ' t want to
get caught up in, of the literary scene and academia .
Spent first two days of this week cleaning out files
am clippi~s , tryin& to reor~anize, see what presents
itself from material. . Last week was odd , half- sick one
when I accomplished al.most nothing • This week , have
run every day, think by this afternoon I may have
worked myself dam t.o 15Ci/; struggle to get myself back
down after the nervous eatiq during work on t.he book

ms.

Jan. 19 cont .--ShQuld note my reaction last night to
CH 1 s call. Felt gratified, but not really excited; as
I told Carol, "I'm not much of a celebrator." We went
out to a movie--The Goodbye Girl--in order t.o have
soT!l! thing else on our minds. In bed , I read l ate--a
P . D. James mystery, Unnatural Causes--am still didn't
get to sleep for some tine, the mim on one Gf its
unreeling -tape sprees, doi~ nothing very coherent but
ur.iab~ to leave alone questions about what's a~ad next.
Was very pleased that Carol was here to take CH 1 s first
call, am hear her praise; after these years, sre
deserved the monent.
Feb. 4--A week which left me burned out by noon Fri.
Last weekerrl, we went to Astoria, and, as I think is
pretty often the case after coming hone from sue ha
jaunt, I got almost nothing done on Monday. Felt
distracted, jumped from project to project; main reason,
I see now, is quandary about the lead for the NYT piece
I ' m to do on Astoria . On Tuesday, decided to do the
little Ft. Clatsop piece for Pac S first, just to get
s orre thing done , and was about an hrur into it wh en Carol
Hill called ..:b:mm Sm wanted to brainstorm book title
possibilities with me. For about 30 minutes, she read
ire suggestions from HBJ people who ' ve read the ms; I gave
her what notions I had; we mused aloud to one another,
vetoed back and forth; and generally got nowhere . Finally
agreed she'd call back the next d,ay, and I set to work
on trying to dream up title options. :£xDI C began to
look back through the ms for ne; John and Jean pitched
in; ha.d lure h with Lima the next day, it took over ter
ooad too. About 2 :15 on Wed . , CH called as promised,
said she had announced to an edi. tori.al meeting that morn
that the title would be TIME SINCE--ora of our 3 or 4
finalists of the day before--and by the en:l of the
meeting had changed her minds and come back to the first
suggestion I'd given her the day before:IN 'lllIS HOOSE_
OF SKY, with the subtitle Landscapes of a Western Mind.
We mulled that around, knocked it down '00 HOUSE OF SKY,
then back up to THIS HOUSE OF SKY- - and agreed th at was
it . After CH hung up, I went to Shoreline and nervously
fingered through latest 'fboks in Print--I'd been using
a 1 76 edition here at home--to make sure no one else had
the title· remarl<able how you betln t9 feel that what
you •ve cndsen sounds so nat.ural tnat 1 t must have been
used already. But it 1 s clear , and I 'm oo?iillig to 1 ove it •

*

Feb . ~--The title does a lot of th~s I wanted done
for the book : rings echoes of the literary lineage-HOUSE ?'ADE OF DAWN, THE BID SKY--and sets up a spacious m ss of topic, also gets away from intimations of the
book being merely another memoir . The catalogue copy
CH read me, tho wildly overpraisi~ - -as I jotted it, it
begins :" In this brilliantly written, evocative sageof a family and their relationships, ID energes as a
major American writer ••• 11 --doe s a defter job of describi ~
the book as something more than a mE!lloir than I've ever
been able oo do in print. The catalogue deadline,
incdtly, was CH 1 s reason for the burst of title search;
that stuff goes to press promptly, and all in all, the
speed with which HBJ--rather, CH --is moving astounds ne .
Also , CH so far has been very fine to work with:
businesslike , evenhanded . I'm very aware that she sees
me as a "find" in the empire- building that editors feel
trey have to do . She ' s asked what I'm working on next;
told her likely a book of essays, which would give me a
chance to a::ontinue to wcrk on personal am Western themes
without rewriting this book over and over . She seemed
agreeable--didn 1 t try to push me t0o1ard anyth~ else,
tho that may come later o
With the title flurry out of 1he way, I spent Thurs .
banging out the Ft. Clatsop piece- -d oing it at tm
quick $100-a-day, the second-draft- is -final pace I 1 ve
been attempti~ on such work- - and then did letters
pe rtaining to the book--I my as well beging: getting
us ed to calling it SKY--vtlich included notes to CH about
BtJtt editing I anticipate on last portions, suggested
authors for blurbs , and the publicity pie taken by Fred
Olson l ast fall .
y • day, Friday, I went to Gp Health and at last was
examined for mysterious lesions which have h~ on and
on at bottom of right shoulderblade . Well before Xmas,
I ' d noticed them, thought they'd cleared up, only to find
them. again crusted with scab . Nonplusi~ that re i ther
Medex Phillip:; , wham I saw earlier in the week:l!l, nor
Dr. Knudsen reccgnizes what they are . Knudsen d~ out
one y'day for biopsy; hurts like hell where he did so,
but I ' m relieved to have the exam'n process under way .

Feb. 16 --Eventful week . Mon:iay the Dth, I Il'Biled back to
m:i with CH 1 s suggested revisions •
They
involved reworking or substituting 4 pp . out of the 410,
and movir:g another 5 or so, the sheep- counting sequence,
into a new context. Truly mininal. On the other hand , I
took the chance to give the ms my first re-reading since
before Xmas , made probably 150- 200 word cbanges. Also
cut the last of a mid-book prism piece which had former
Hills West of Noon idea; think the prisms do indeed work
best at shorter length. Pleasant surprise was how little
else I felt shoulrl be cut: a total, I think, of 4 sentences
I lopped out . I had imagined, on finishing the ms in
December, that as much as a tenth of it might be cut; but
it seems to TIB new that the m; indeed is as Ann and Carol
bave said , a sum greater than its parts . Read straight
through , the pace arrl interest in the characters do carry
sufficiently, I thinko
The ms arrived from HBJ on Sat . the 4th. I worked
steadily on it from the 5th thru t he 12th, solving most
of the one new prism pie ce-- beginning 11 In the night , in
mi.d - dream" --in hou r or two the morn of the llth, after
ha vir:g been stalled on it . Also did much checking of
detail, still have a brief brt list I 1 mwor~ ono
I do feel new , at last, that the ms is a considerable
triumph . It seems to have an integrity--a wholeness , a
tore .
Another event: Momay, I went to Dr. Knudson at Gp
Health for biopsy result, found tba.t the crusted growth
on my back is confirred as benign. No pro bl.em.
Arrl yet another~ Tom Holden called last n~ht , arrl must
have talked for nearly an hour . Much of his past few
years came out . He 1 s had a booze pro bl.em, as I had
guessed from a call ·I made to him a few months a go , when
he sounded boozy at about 7:30-8 p . m. Also depression,
inability to function--very much the saire story we heard
from Jan B. last sumrrer . In the past month, he's gone
into counseling car e , has quit both booze and c~arettes ,
sounds entirely lucid and in control of himself. He ' s
also in a relationship with ore of his former students ,
who sounds good for him . I urged him to think of a West
Coast trip, come see us arrl go on see people in Calif .
Wrote him a considerable letter first thing this morn,
repeating. much of that and trying to urge him on in his
reJuvenation .
HBJ :fHH the

Feb . 16 cont .--Am having a ldrrl of rejuven.ttion of my own
since mailing off the ms, which I seem to be taking as a
signal of completion. Began cleaning out sttrly , cleared
away 4 b OJCes of books , a coupls of gD garbage - can loads
of i:sst pape rwor k . Among it, all NU and tw course notes
except a f ew whlch deal witb my wr iting developrrent . All
else has gone, along with vague notion that they ' d come in
handy someday- -tha t I ' d want to go back , review , re -learn ,
apparently lean on what I had then . But I ' m in a trimming
mood , feel a new phase of career. And if I can hang onto
it a few more days , I 1 11 have this study cleared up yet .
Last night Frank and Lucie called to say they really
have no need of Carol during tooir ~ move next
month ; we think new maybe we 111 go to Hawaii.
Saturday night the 11th, went to Horati o 1 s for Clint' s
birthday par t y . Others : Frank Z. and Linda S ., Kay
Old.mote, Roberta Deering , and Kathleen . We had a private
room, which gave a nice feeling of oc casi.on; Clint sat at
he ad of table , looking fine in sui t - arrl - vest . Later went
to Frank and Linda ' s . Congenial group , considering th at
about half t'OO people hadn't mat the other- half .
Trying to get off a pourrl or two this week, interx:i to go
r un in a few minutes . Still a considerable appetite , even
without the book t ensiom •
March 1 --Went to Pac S about 11, turned in Colunbia dams
piece, which I'm glad to have off rrry back . It's fairly
superficial, a historical review instead of job :mg of
reporting .
Have spent time in last few weeks trying to adapt
chunks of SKY for magazines. Ann found no go on the
first few--Modern Maturity , arrl the NY Times sports
page , which turned dcwn the ore piece of too rrs (Wrigley
Field scene) that I womlrl have bet on. Looking for
markets for these chunks reminds rre hew damned scant the
magazine field really is •
Some socializing last weekend : Ann and Marsh cane for
dinner on Friday . Sunday morn, we went to Little Pebble
1
at Shilshols for b fastwith Clint, Eathleen and Clint ' s
dad . Afterward they came out to the house, and Max ,
riding with JTe , procla irrBd his confusion about Clint and
Linda , but went on to say he likes Kathleen a lot , and
thinks Clint has grown in self- assurance in being forced
to hand le all he has in the past months . Max said Clint

March l1EJi cont .-- insisted he cone to the house to stay
with him and Kathleen , tho Max was extremely reluctant ,
arrl h3 found it was the right thing to do . Both C~ol
arrl I like Max , who has had a hard go with his family-neither offspring car eer- oriented as he is , arrl Mary
Jane apparent 1y inviting domi.na tion--and ho:r;e he indeed
is rranaging this as well as possible . Noticed, too, ha.r
much Max seemed to like Carol , in the sort of open rran to - rran resp om e sre eften sparks in older nrm - -I think
of Chuck Roese' s great open affect!. on for her . For that
matter , it was my Dad ' s response to her. Sh3 ' s a
commodity they haven ' t encountered before, apparently .
Brig ht oool day today; I took carrot and celery sticks
to Green Lake for lune h, walked the la 1<e . Also ran the
t r ack and worked out a bit in exercise room, a.rrl still
find myself j oo t um er 149# . Apparently last night 1 s
souvlakia at the Continental--it was Carol ' s night of
meeting with UW English teachers - -did its job .
Ran 12 laps today; 9 yiday, 1L on Moroay. With a ftM
more days of warm weather, feel I could wcrk up to a
s t eady 14 .
Some recent readi~ : McPhee ' s Coming Into the Country;
Conundrum, by Jan Morris ; The Man Who Broke Purple;
The Great War and Modern l"lemory, which is argued to
tenuous lengths but fascinati~ in accumulated details .
NGJ on Freedom at Midnight , but likely will skip to
Keneally ' s Goo sip from the Forest , brought hone from
UW library last night . Have winnaved books , giving 4
boxes to Shor eline . Also cleaned out much stuff from
the pa st , found it a freeing sens a ti on l
Weekem before last, C and I ca rpentered on inner
room, putting in big 2JE3 framing fo r pies and Montana
mementoes we ' ll put up in there .
We r apidly backed off from notion of spring vacation
in Hawaii --C particularly feeling we don ' t have
sufficient amount of time to plan to do i t r:ight --and
mulled going to Oregon instead . Today • s mi 1 brought
travel pJans from Ackerrran , so we '11 have to decide
whetoor m stay am host, or go and leave the house for
them .

March 3 - -Letter from Carol Hill y ' day, say~ the
revisiom "blend so (.Jell into tre l::x:>ok", that it's
in production and ga lleys mould be ready in April.
Which continues to be astonishing speed and efficierey.
Have just written back , addill$ the niggle that I hope
the cover can be eloquently si.. mple im tead of tre
gothicky mode which a number of HBJ covers are in.
Spent the morn cleaniq; out files , and rearr~ing
filing system. Have gained a couple of empty drawers
by consolidating arrl eliminati~ , am feel efficient
as billy hell aboot it.
Wea trer clouding and cooling after two gorgeous days .
Y'day I went to Shilshole about 10, had tea and muffin
as lureb , walked the marina, cana horie thru Ballard
in order to buy fish for supper . Nie e . And at last
am beginning to get a few pourris off; Mive run every
day this week --lL laps y ' day , 12 today- -arrl worked out
in weight room and run up gym ste:p5 8- 10 times daily
as well . Weighed under 147 today; plan to try lose
a pound each of next two weeks .
On the other hand , we ' re going out to dinner tonight ,
to Le Provencal.
March 13--0dd, sporadic funk tm paet week or st, perhapi
lew-grade .flµ er allergy . Having trouble gettirg urrl erway in merni~. This afternoen, dreaded the prosp!ct of
jagging, which I felt I bad to de after 3-4 days ef
layeff--and when I forced myself onte th! track, I ra:a
very well, am .... feel quite p .c. Twe pr ejects
lHmi~, wicll I shtuld be able te knee k e ut rap:iJUy
if I ei111>lY get ewn te them: prepesal te Pete Steell
!er genetics ftistery article, am NY Times piece en
A1teria.
Ackerman family a-rives a week freM tomorr..,; party
at Frank and Linda's this Friday ni~ht, epen neuse at
Clint md Kathleen 1 s OR Sun:I ay . More socializ i~ th an
we 'r• used te.
Marsh. talked te Carel' s cl ass teday, se hit came d 9in
llltii fer lunch, as did Jeu. Jean reperted Cirdy ' s tales
ef Juilliarc, where she ciicn'tmakeit en her auaitien.
Last night, went te F.4gemen t te see City Lichts; bt th
.r us have beeia ping te bei exceMi~ early, aIJi te
sleep m.uc h tee seen, ani tied.tied we 'd f'erce eurselvea

March 13 cent .--te be up later fer a change.
Satur4ay, spent tbe afterneon Bhopp~ fer new living
rff!'ll rue, t. •• real ce nclW!ien. Moo a areund here
seems te be i• halt-cempleti en: illller reem, the livi n~
rHm wit b. Frank aDli Luci• 1 s furniture en its way a a
ment• er ••, pie ture-tr&lllinc fer tae be•r•em, ebep
aeetiing cleaninc, fence neetiin& new pests, etc. I •ve
spent mucll t i • --muc• ef last week--cleaning eut file
eabinet •, et lier accUJllulat •• stuff; badly want t. begin
•rcanizinc with a• e,e tewarti tm Wintering 1 n l::eek,
but f'eel I eugh.t t. bang 4arm near everything inte shape
first, m l<e a truly clean start.
Ola, yes: last week, als• liiti the imeme tax, simpler
this ,ear than usual, fer aeme reasen.
March 27--4 pm, after day of sortir:g clipp~ s into files
Have about one rn<re day of this to dispose of loose
clippir:g s, then can begin winncwir:g , shapiJli files.
Begiming to feel a system tal<e shape.
Vacation la st week. C caught c eld at very start of it,
still not CNer it. Jerry Ackerman and farnil~ arrived
about 6:15, Tues . the 21st, and went on to VancoUTer I.
the mcrn of th! 24th. Had not seen Jerry aid Carol since
we visited them in Ipswich in SW'l'lller of 1 08. J is
amiable as ever; I thruitht hilt a bit thinner than he
used to be, tho he still must weig~ 220-240. I liked
Carol, straightforward and pleasant, and tm kids were
fun to watch . Suzanne (2), Steven (o) and Laurel (8)
are an actual family growirg am fure ti.oning as a family
shruld, each kid different and distinct . I pla.yed
tour guide for 2 days--up the Space Needle for the first
time in several years, lurch at Food Circus, to the
B8 llard locks and Shi ls hole, Volunteer Park museum and
conservatory, Muse um of History and Irdustry, Pike Place
and Portage Bay houseboat colony. Pretty standard fare,
but tm y seene d to like it. S~ good bj>e, Jer seemed
genuinely pleased at hOJ low-keyed and pleasant it had
all been--pe rhaps a re cognition of a mare ne llOi me, as
I recognize the maturity arrl craftsllBll ship oo has taken
on. A good man, and a good family.
Friday the 17th, St• Pat •s, went to party at Frank aid
Linda's. Spent moch time with people we lmew--Clint,
Jack Gordon, Kay Ok:imoto--whic h is so~thing of a failing
of mine at parties, but I can't hole up as a writer ani
be a bon vivant at iatherings as well . One person newly
met was Eric tJald er of the P-I, who has a lileable
daft look.

March 27 cont.--Linia Miller invited us to lunch on
Sunday tre 19th, we to ok her a oo ttle of Courvois i er to
commemorate her promotion to ass't V.P. Sbe seeillS to
have shaken down a lot of ideas since I last saw her,
aver lunch a month or more ago--re c~nizes that the
hrusehold arr~errent with Elizabeth tm.y be temporary,
arrl that rraybe she doesn't want more than that, or at
1.east doesn ' t want 1°l) try fix it forever with shared
financing soch as E buying into the house. Also seens
more realistic in sa;yirg she kn<Jols she rre.y have to give
up the Fed Ave. tiouse. L told us sone thirg we had ca~ ht
a hint of when Clint showed up at Lirxia and Frank's
party without Kathleen--Clint firrl s that arrangemmt
(March 29)--Interrupted this wb:m Carol came bone,
never got back to it . Y 'day sre n t in JimgJ!li:JQ: dogged
sorting of JJin1 clips , thin~ out plans. Madeline
Olson, on vis it from Salem, came for dinner last night;
tho she stayed only until 10, both C an::i I got up
exceedingly weary this mcrn. I went back to bed. for
a oouple of hours, 1st tine in a long while . Got up,
made crookpot meatloaf, btried compost, topped off the
Buick car radiator with Prestone--and disc01ered it
still seems to be leaking , after last week's supposed
repair job . So, at 11 :20, the day more or less is
underway, but doesn't seem to get any more promisi 1'l&
as it goes .
About Clint: according to Linda, he's finding that re
doesn't have any real depth of feeling for Kathleen; also
that soo and the kids don't get along well wb3n he has
tr.em for weekends. Kathleen certainly has ma.de her
pi tch--11 she bo\.'5 ht him a hruse," Linda says--a:rrl it may
not be enough. Linda thinks Clint nay make a pla;y for
Kay Okimoto, whic b nonplusses ne • Kay is interesting,
and a looker, but strikes me as sonehCM a bit -wonky,
slightly skewed. Meanwhile, the Gordons seem to be
thoroughly separated; Peg has invi. ted us to dinner th is
Sat. night, ard am curious al:x> ut what she '11 have to say ,
if anythi~. Jack is sitting ou.t life right ncw--Linda
for one is impatient with him for not pl~ing right in
with new wo Jren, which befuddles C and me: who tre hell
said the end of a marriage has to be swallowed so
simply?
In fact , I've a bout had an overdose of friends and
awry relationships recently. Sat . the 25th" we hiked
Durgeness Spit--rull 14 mi.les--with Ann Mcvartrey, and
while Ann seems in a stable time with Phil n., it's

March 29 cont.-- still a bit wea~ to be around
someone who deals so much in the adjustment of
re la.ti onshi.ps, the repairing of problems. Fortunately,
Ann is reasorable a'rout such stuff. She's more mature
and stable than I once thought she could get . Arrl
surpr ising: out of a life which by my standards hasn 1 t
been notably disciplined, she's developirg a remarl<able
disciplim of runni~, working up to a goal of running
a full marathon later this year. On topic of discipline .
we crossed swords lightly and quickly.a: on the hi1'a when
she aslred us to an evening of planning a canoe ttip in
Canada this summer, sayirg it was a scheme to motivate
me tob leani to swim so I 'd want to come on the trip.
I gruJnP3d back that my life already is pretty full of
motivation, and it remained to be seen if there was
room for that parti cular ore. I'm not entirely sure
why I prickled, except that I maybe felt my dis taming
of myself being threatened.
Am not sure today is a keen enough time to describe
my current mood, but it seems to be a time of biding,
of in-between. SKY of course is trn reasan, as it will
be for nearly all of this year . The wait now is for
galleys, to see how the words look in print. TO:?n it
will be for HBJIS marketill$ decision in May, a.rrl then
for publicatl on , and then to see whether it sells . I
have the feeling of not accomplishing much, even tho
I have writ ten 3 rrB jar pieces (Moo .l•.laturity, Columbia
da.Jl'f; for Search, As t::>ria travel for NYT) in these 3
months, which i s am ut the pace I'd thought I wanted.
Part of the incompleteness is simply gearirg up for
trn next book, which involves all the sorting of clips
and rej igging of f ile s - -and tre challenging prospect
that I ought to review a helluva lot of what I 've read
over the years, truly mim the noteoool<s as well.
Until today's ennui , ha::i hoi:ed to finish off one last
pile of notes ard clippings, so that at last everything
would at least be inside files or notebooks; na.J hoi:e
to achieve that by Friday. As ever, this inventorying
process both trl ggers idea upon idea, and makes 1a: me
aware how skittish rrrymin:i is, how I jackrabbit off
after stray s t ory ideas , probably at the cost of
bigger and more substantial work. Yet rraybe this year,
if SKY is a respectable sue cess, ITB y work m out of
sorn of that.

March 31- -Y'day errled, literally, with a couple of
bangs . After supper, I knocked my right kneecap against
a drawer pull in the kitchen; not serious, but the knee
is stiff and sore . About 9, Arm called with news of
too Newsweek story on the Monday Massacre at HBJ . At
this moment, I don ' t knew whetre r C Hill survived or
what disrupt ion this cw ld h a\Te for SKY, which thank
god is as far along as the compositor 1s . Will head for
tre UV this mornir:g to try catch up on NYTinBs or WSJ
stories about too situation. My reaction: calm enough,
but fearful at t.re edges . My hunch is that CH , as 1:h e
editor who brought in By the Rivers of Babylon, likely
survived the purge . But that's simply a ratioral
grasp in what p:-obably is a highly irrational situation.
9:35 a . m.: 45 min . ago, I direct- dialed to CH •s office
to m find out if tre re was a warm body there . Turned
out not only to be a OOdy, but the new editor-in-chief.
CH said tte gossip, rumors, commotion are terrific , but
life goes on , new editors bei~ hired , oooks on sched,
etc . Said it was unfortunate everything happened in
one day. She rep or ts too that advertising , publicity
and promotion have been moved under the editorial side .
This all reads to me like the flip side of my worst
fears --a tremmdous enhancement for SKY ' s chances .
This morn ' s steps: went out of the hruse about ircl1i
6:45 to 7- 11 for the Newsweek article Ann had cal led
about . Read it , with growing dismay, over coffee at
Perkins ' , went on to Utl library to try find NYT or WSJ
articles . WSJ had nothing , NYT for last Tuesday not
yet in (not withrut reas::>n did CH say, when I called ,
"so the news has reached the West . ") • I phot.o copied
personrel list of HBJ from Lit ' y .Market Place, was
somewhat reassured to see th at the firing of 4 of
Kathy Robbins 1 "top aides", inclu::li ng 2 specifically
named in N1 k story, left anpl.e chance that the purge
was in the management level above CH . Also photocopied Avon house r oster, thinking I might be able
to reach CH through ttere --she novelized AN UNMARRIED
IDMAN for trem--if she indeed was out arrl written off
at HBJ . Decided I needed at least the basic inf'o of
whether or not CH still was on the staff. Came hone ,
called Ann to be sure there 1 d been no phone calls in
the time:J I 'd been out, dialed CH--arrl ha.llelujah.
After talking with her , tried to call C on campus; her
phone busy1 so I drove up , fo um her in office between
classes, sne whooped in jubllatd.on. Went on to library

March 31 cont.--to tell Jean, whom Chad set on firrling
whatever she could for me about HBJ situation. She in
turn had been fi lli~ in Pat Kelley, so I eni ed with
cansid erabls jubilant audience . A poignant note: in
finishing repeat of what CH had told me, I said 11 So
life goes on." Pat said no , it died --meaning LIFE,
which Ebb Kelley had worked for . I said, ha.lfser iously ,"but I keep hearing it nay cone back t.o life. 11
She said Bob believes that--maybe he has t.o--but she
doesn't .
Another coincidence: I had been reading Hiram Haydn ' s
l:x>ok about the publishing world, IDRDS & FICES, which
is full of tales of intrigue , backbitings, hurricanes
of ego. Was just a bout to pick it up t.o resume when
Ann phoned last night. And I found I was at the portion
of the book about Bill Jovanovich, whom Haydn portrays
as a :r;erson of vast ego, but one woom he got along with
amazingly well and with deep personal ~preciation .
Looki~ over my clips on J 1 vich first thing this morn,
even before seeiqi: the N'k article , I began to see what
ne.y be happening at HBJ: J 1 vich bas been rejigging the
management posts thruout the conglomerate, working arounc
to taki~ on more of the general books dept . himself,
His unease about general books co ires thru in standard
interviews such as them one in Forbes; the dept . has
been losing $ hand over fist under Kathy Roobins. Yet
my sense of it is that the turn-aroun:i may already have
begun, 'With successes such as CH 1 s with BABYLON and
Andrew What 1 shisname' s invest:men t guide, on a pretty
res:r:ectable spring list. If so, and HBJ general books
shew a surge out of loss, J ' vich (and CH?) will have
had wonderfully astute timing in having copped success
begun by Robbins . The N'k reports against Robbins
s eem to 100 pretty thin. I checked the ' 77 best-sellers
sumna ry in a recent Pub Wkly, an::l HBJ had one of the
top 20, Anais Nin 1 s diary; nobaiy else had more than
one book on non-fiction and one on fiction, I think .
The HBJ series of ads in Pub Wkly some months ago were
silly and egocentric, but s:> is a helluva lot more in
tb:l publishi~ world . Otje ironic note, which backs up
my oc casi. onal theory that things are exactly what they
seem: I noted in my Xmas visit to HBJ that just a bout
everybody I saw in HBJ general books dept except CH
was in blue jeans and boots . N1 k says that J'vich
is:r p refers nis worren in skirts. Beyom that, of

March 31 cont.--course, must be a clash of egoes,
across a generation gap : J 'vich a self - made man out
of the Depression, Robbins a modern shooting-star.
And so much for my long-rarge reading of the entrails .
Thank gcrl for my solitariness .
01:her news: John and Jean are in deep with JRS,
apparently caught between ma.china tions of various
uncoordinated bureaucrats and bai ng severely harassed .
They 're in a no-easy -win situation of not kno'Wi.ng wh~ther
to simply pay off, or to try fight through a situation
in which the lRS evidently ms made tra erros-s itself.
The real club is th at the IRS seems to be beginnir:g an
audit, which simply could consume John's time forever .
What else? C's flu at last is better , began easing
y ' day after a nunt>er of days in which she said she felt
as if her bones had gone hollcw . I am within about
half a day of conquering all cl.ippi~s and notes; that
is, everything will be somewhere, either in files, on
file cards, or in notebooks , rather than in a floating
pile .
April 11, 4:15--The house ms just cmnged at either
en:l --new di~ room table and chairs, mw desk am
chair in sttrly- -and wi. th tra any-time arrival of the
moving van from NJ wi 11 begin changing all thru tte
middle • Y 'day afternoon C arrl I went to MillerPollard in U Dist, to decide on antiq~d desk I thot
"TrD uld make a goo:'! addition to the study.
Bought it and
swivel chair, for total of about $650, a.rrl C got to
lookir:g at rectangular mcrlern oak table we had
considered before . Salesrran said he had a round model
upstairs in storage; we both liked it at once . In a
strlden swoop, and about $1650 in e~ndi tur e , we solved
m~ h of the shoppir:g we ' ve been tinkering ct this spring .
Weather has turned spring-like the last several days -weekend was beautiful, and we did much outdoors wcrk
just for the glory of it . !rid ay night, had dinner at
the Hindquarter , si. mply to celebrate the end of a week
m getti~ much done, arrl m Carol at last shaking the
flu. The galleys of SKY bad arrived SJ:l3Cial delivery
the afternoon of Sat., Ap 1 . Got r ight at th an on Mon .
arrl mailed them back to Rhoda Sch la.mn at HBJ Wed .
afternoon . Impressed letter from her y 'day, saying
th:! pages should reach me by end of this month .

April 11 cont.--Other work last week was fixes on
Astoria piece for NY Times , arrl draft of Pac Spiece
about Woody Guthr ie . The Guthrie 1 -pager turns out to
have more significance than I 1 d thought: in swad of
material sent me by BPA y•day, noted mEnti an in a
scholarly paper that the Ike Admin, apparently by order
of Do~ la s McKay himself , suppressed the Columbia movie
in which Guthrie ' s songs were used --not because of G,
perhaµ; , tho that ' s not 13X. cl.ear, but because the dooy
was so pro-public -power. This morn, called to Carmel
to Stephen Kahn, former BPA info nan who wrote and
produ:::ed the film , and thus w~s responsbl for getting
Guthr ie on BPA payroll for a month; turned out to be
very interesting gent who was Richard Neubeger 1 s roomna te at UOregon.
So, did rewrite of Guthrie piece this morn; this
afternoon, began on Peter P~et piece for Pac s. Last
Wed ., went down for +unch with ftarriet and Alice ,
broached to H that I d like to do 4- article packet of
historical pieces for flat ~1000 , as an aid to both
my scredule arrl incoioo . She seared agreeable, tho I ' ll
have to see whether she gets back to me with a rare
definite "yes" . Lunch , at Villa Real, was low -key and
pleasant; only real news was that Search nGI has a
nagazine consultant , who has suggested a membership
society and going bi -monthly. I supported the first ,
badmouthed the bi-monthly idea pr etty badly as not
being right for Search- type readers . Harriet rad asked
me the time before i f I had any advice she c ouJd give
to foresters , to whom she ' d been invited to speak about
how to better their public inag e . I asked her how it
went: she said she spmt L5 min. expl~ to them
there's no such thi~ as an absolutely unbiased rews
story, hew they have to take certain steps tremselves
to get their story out, etc .--and at tre end was irrmdly
rret with plaintive qns about why Joel Connelly was so
unkind to them in his ~ P-I stories .
Only otter social doing recently was dinner at Peg
Gordon's , night of Sat . too 1st . Besides us , the
crowd was Clint and Kathleen , Jack arrl Ivy somebody
(she teaches with Peg) and Peg ' s raw beau, an
Anacortes high school teacher named Paul Russell . C anc
I cane hoioo, looked at one another , and worn ered hG1 in
hill )S Peg can consider him- -"pompouS" keeps co~ to
mirrl , tho in an entirely flannel - shirted chic sort of
way--an improv eim nt over Jack Gordon . An"ffel ay, dinner
went okay, it was in the immediate aftermath of the

April 11 cont .--HBJ purge and so I got 'ID tell that
story a couple of tines, arrl C and I even rranaged
charades without too nany winces . Clint is, inexplcbly,
a charades addict, and will swerve any party that dircn
if not watched. Two of mi: those 1,I drew were "keep clam"
and "Columbia, gem of the ocean," which aren't really the
most relaxing ways to spend an evening .
Consid er able reading r ecmt ly, tho not as muc h as I 1 d
interrl ed: H; ram Haydn's WORDS AND FACES, which I
oo incd tly was reading when Ann phoned aoo ut the HBJ
purge; THE SAND PEBBLES; PINCHER MARTIN ; portions of
RETtRN TO THE RIVER , by Haig- Brown, and of Hal Borland 's
BOOK OF DAYS , both to be finished as mood strikes me .
Recent movie we've seen was A SffiCIAL DAY, absolutely
superb.

if.!J;

April 17--AJrvsry
intend to celebrate by going out
for dinner . Othe~e, low-key day in which I 1 ve done
little except corspdce chores, tho I should try to
dabble toward a lead for Tir.f9. Dogs article for Ford
Timeso
Spent last of last week in a snit , having lost to
Harriet B. in what I thought was careful, wellreasoned try at mking a bit more money from Search.
H said on t he phone she oould.n't give the squeakiest
wheel too most grease - -I 'm sue h an inept phore perforner I didn 1 t think to point out that the squeald.ng
l:heel is the one th at needs the grease--and said so
much money is being spent elsewhere, on paper , rejigging
the magazine and so on, tha. t there 1 s no chance at
morrent to raise article fees generally, and she doesn ' t
feel she ca~y ore guy more than the others . I told
ter I didn't
couJrl be the shop steward an:l canvass
all the othe writers, but was sure they all feel the
bite of inflation; ste gave ne to believe tha.t I 'm the
only one me ever tears from about the fees . Which,
unfortunately, is likely true; Chasan is the only otter
one of sufficient profesnl dedication to broach the
topic, an:i he apparently hasn •t . So, Harriet has l.1S - mare properly, !'IB - -cleverly boxed:she says she won ' t
respond to individual negotiation, -yet nobody but me
will speak what should be the general ooncern. Also,
i f we did speak it generally, she said something to tha
effect that if the. writers ~truck, ste tsu_poosed they ' d
have to get new wn.ters --whicn is exao ,J.y-'tne unorganizable situation of free-lances .

April 17 cont .--We both stayed polite enough; after
raising her ~ vai.ce at one point , I think to say
that everyone wants more rnoney, the printers etc ., sre
segued off into 1 oq; acc'tl>unt of having heard Alex Hale y
speak at Br oadcasters ' convention . I sigred off by
sayi~ I had tried , and probably would try again; sl'B
did agr ee to pay ii;i one chunk , on acceptance , for the
4 hiscl articles I d proposed . Feel I ought to go
ahead with tram becaU'5e of investment in research time ;
but at monent , am loathe to do anything of substant ial
report~ for Search because of this money s:i t ua tiono
There 1s nothing wrong with Harriet that having to exist
for a x year as a sales clerk o r gas station a ttendant
IDulrln ' t ru r e ; she simply seeIT5 to have no conception
about anyore tryillS to earn a wage , or to better that
UJage . Arrl she isn ' t with in light-yea.rs of knowi ~ anything about t te ignominy of working fo r the sarre tool ow article .fees year after year , while inflation cuts
one di rec ti on arx:l my writing ma t urity arrl skills cut
too other . I found that I was irl<Bd well beyorrl
joo tfctn, given the money involved ; it ' s only a difrce
of a coupl e hundred$$ . Apptly it ' s the point of
pr of ' l pride, of f r us t r ation at still bei ng toosed
nickels arrl dimes af t er 9 years of wor k . Felt soirewhat
the same , in more resigned tone , wha n Ann arrl I foucd
we oouldn ' t sell any serial rights to SKY, despite
what we tho~ ht were canniest efforts .
On a mor e equable topic C and I went ro n 1 hoed
open house at Wayne il:m airl Aarilyn Cottingham ' s Sat.
night . Idea apptly originated with Rosemary Olsen and
Diane Dillirg , on tha theory that the street now is
full of mwoomers and nobcrly much knows anybody else .
The curiosity drew quite a bunch of us , an:i the party
went well . C and I astounded--as several others
seened to be- -at total of poop le we • d neve r even seen
before, even at casual glimpse while we wall<at t'ha
n ' hoed , as we do pretty often. Met a nUllber of poople ,
liked best Jim Clark, who teaches dental mana ge1113nt at
UW--Carol met his wife , liked her too-- ar:d Paul Bushear
(?) , head of Shoreline secdry schools currclm, and his
wife Charlotte (?). Paul B looks so mi£h life Jim
o •Steen of Harvard Exit , albeit in a beard , that I ha:i
trouble not stari~ at him . Also ~t Jim Poth, NW
regj. onal editor l)f SunsetJ hadbmet his wife Sus:v a. few
we~1<s ago wnen sne Kiiocl<:eu to
orra-1 my pnore , naving
l ocked ta rself out of house . Poth, it tllrned out, bad
done master ' s under C 1 sen; I ' ve looked at his thesis

April 17eent .--on crime and violence in Wn. Territory.
He ' s lanky, collegiately good - look:Lri..g, very mLC h on
order of actor Jim Hutton; a bit dismayingly, re also
Jays on what C aptly called a kirrl of jock charm. I
think I liked him a bit better than she did--just as
I ' m s omewha. t put off by Lou Daly's intensity, arrl she 1 s
not . Others met were Jim Russell, and a mannequinhandsome young guy a:Ls o named Jim--at one point, it
seemed every nan there but me was named Jim-- am the
Hendersom from the far errl of the block. A:Lso was
curious about Wayne Cottingh!.m: a gocrl host , openhanded but not hovering , he 1 s a paunchy t~ with a
gray- black beard, somewhat like a jovial pll'ate . Told
C I co uldn 1 t imag in e wh at he doe s for a living , since
bootlegging is out of style; sre said he 1 s bound in be
a contractor . Anyway, too evening seems to have been a
good idea, people sifting along to have a look at their
neighbors but notbing really intrusive about it all.
Raired much of weekend, can't recall that I got done
anything really useful .
April 21--Somewhat up-&-down week, which at least is
ending with some efficiency: y 1day I banged out piece
on the historic steamship Beaver for Search, a 1500worder done virtually in 1st-draft, am it ' s pretty
gooo. This morn, tending to desk chores . Just called
Ann, learned that MMaturity turned down a swatch of
article ideas. That doesn't 'oo tber me much, because
things at least even out a bit in MMaturity work: the
Mont . travel piece fell to us f'rom them as pure manna .
But told C it seems one more sign that I ought to be
discouraged f'rom rre.gazine work, and I seriously worrler
now it' that won 1 t be the case. Am mulling putting
article ideas files away entirely sometime soon, and
simply putting my bead to the next book am whatever
oomes after it . It takes breaking the magazine habit
of nany years and maybe I won't ever entirely, but tre re
seems to be a message in the current hardscrabble market .
About 4:30 y ' day, the load of NJ furniture at Ja st
arrived , in the company of a pair of daft moving men,
each of ..tlom sardonically called the other "driver."
The actual driver was an easy- going Tennessee black,
hyper-polite and saftspoken and given to repeating everythipg you said to him. His sidekick was a tall, wastedlooki~, past- 505 white, hired just for the day; h3
looked so uncarmily like sone of the more raggedy-ass

April 21 oont.-- ranch hands out of my you th that l felt
I already krew him, and regretted it. He balked badly
when inforned that we were going to hold them to the
invoice crders and have them unpack the 5 or so boxes
which Frank had i:aid the movers to pa.ck; huffed that he
was getting only ~day 's pay out af this arr~ey-, and
already had been on the job for 9 hrs . His nareup
dwin:lled away--the driver easygoingly k!R'X'.IDhi! herded him
alo1l5 an:l, we noticed, by stayill?; in th3 true k and
handing out th3 it ems fobbed most of the actual labor
onto the guy. (Too "driver-driver" byplay came about
because the hel~r kept calling the driver just that
even after the driver told him his name was Cecil, and
so ElfgKJl Cecil began re tor ting in kirrl, in mild irony.)
Anyway , the furniture arrived in good sbape, and the pair
of them got it unloaded without catastrophe. During i t
all, Joni Lankford an:l some frierrl were ostensibly
sttrlying the shrubbery across the street an:l keeping a
baffled eye over oor e; it must have been baffling ,xbcll:t
because we couldn't be moving in and evidently weren't
moo ll5 out, so why was a moving van the size of a
boxcar in front of our house?
Furniture now in every spare inch--the shop looks like
a warehous e --and after lun:: h we'll set to work on the
place . Some very fine i terns from Frank and Lucie,
including a bedroom set, and when we get it un:l.er control
tre house should look damn classy .
Monday night, we went to Oyster Grotto for our annvsy
dinner . Nice, tho my latest onset of allergy-or whatever-this-off-arrl - on-ennui -is dimmed me quite a bit.
We arrived hone to find a jar at the front door, and
Jean's expJana tory note: 11 Trad it io na 1 weddill?; annvsy
gift list~ lOth--tin , aluminum ; llth--steel; 12th-silk, liry(en; 13th--granola • •• 11
"--'

Apri 1 26--Feeling s 'what better tod~y , and rra ld.ng sane
progress, if slowish , on Tin Dogs piece for Ford Times .
But much of last 2 days, have felt awful ennui, I suppose
the allergy-related drain of energy. Have managed to
begin running and exercising again , after layoff of most
of last week, but it 's been an extrem:i effort . Am unsure
whether this is a seasonal lassitt:d e--I think May has
often been a hectic, bothersome month for me --or what .
I do find that after rappiq; out Pac S pieces at a good
pace, I ' ve been somewhat bogged and sloggy on this
F • Times piece, perhaps because Ann has ne doi~ it on
spec .

April 26 cont .--I •m more and more reluctant, arrl I
suppose disoonsolate , at cbiq; anything on spec ; it ' s a
kirrl of pressure I don ' t welcome anymore, arrl don ' t feel
I should have to put up with . But I at laast have fair
hope nav , after visit to Seattle Public Library y ' day to
xerax a number of F . Ti.mes pieces, th at I can work up a
fo r mulaic pie ce in ttE next day or so • Have fallen about
2 days behind in my plans to finish all imperx:ling mag
pieces (except Sasquatch assigrurent) by May 1.
A1s o need to invest some energy into the household , and
tre t can be managed only sporadically too , it seems . After
war king a t it a 11 Friday afternoon and all Saturday, we
have much of the house ba~ed into a sort of share --rew
furniture rrarshaled in the living room, the NJ bedroom set
in pmi: place , dis card stuff piled in the shop . Both C and
I played out on Sunday, loafed to recuperate . Sat . night ,
went to the Conquistador , where we were to meet Ann and
Marsh for dinner. After about 20 min ., Marsh cppeared
alone , explainir:g that Laird just md come down with a
fever and Ann was staying horre to keep an eye on him .
Rare chance to visit with Marsh , anywayo
Friday night , Linda , Liz , Fran and Gabe came for
supper . Told C beforehand that I was rurious whether
Linda indeed had bettered herself in this second- ti.mearound mating -- not at all sure that either Clint er
Peg Gordon re ve -- but I guess I still don ' t knaJ . Hard
to kn0i1 what 1 s gaing on in Liz ' s mind, tho it seems t.o be
sorre muture of deignir:g and see~ . From what Linda has
said, Liz is from wealthy background , is highly intelligent and a sort of electric personality . But she 1 s
also somoone who , in her early 30 ' s , just now is on her
first job which amounts t.o anything , and who isn 't a
raving beauty with the looks to car ry her on through the
aging process . Also , she ' s coinci ded with Linda just as
Linda ' s career is skyrocketing; givro that they ' re both
(and Linda at least admits it) verbal, dominant types ,
it •s hard to see hew the match can last. Anyway , Linda ,
tho exceeding thin, looks pretty good , arrl seems to be
able to tale the living situation hawever it comes . Ore
bit of byplayi one of ttEm menti. oned a young secretary at
the bank as being cute . "Cute but dunb , 11 said Lima .
"But cute, 11 insis ted Liz , as staun::: hly as any cjg archomp~male ogler .

May 2--0dd start to tre day; for sotlB reason I had
trouble getti~ to sleep last night, arrl wo~ up feeliqs
rocky . Went back to bed right after breakfast arrl slept
for about 2 hrs --arrl have felt great ever since , much
better tban in past several days . Have at last finished
the Ford Times piece, tho it ' s no great job , and mara ged
sone otrer chores .
Had lune h with Clint y I day ' just be for e re met Linma
at the Qn Anre house she ' d decided to buy. Rela ti.ans
between them are pretty good just now; tl'ey ' re holstering
tre gunsel lawyers each of them resorted to at the start
of divorce talk, and going instead to have Don Horowitz
mediate . It m~ or nay not work; Clint says too main
stic~ point with him is that Linda thinks she 's entitled to :t>10 , ooo or so for working to put him thru law
school and then staying hone with the kids --an afterthe -act treory of reparations which boggles ne--arrl I
~rrler whether she 'd accept a jurist ' s argument again?> t
that . Or maybe Horowitz will surprise the rell ou.£ of
ne by s ayine she 1s right • Anyway, it ' s oo arteni~ t10 see
Linda and Clint fairly peaceable with ore another again .
Last . wed . night , too 26th, we went to dinner at
Clint and Kathleen ' s . Also the re were Don am Karen
Guyot (?) . Clint net Bon thru mutual collecti~
interests , and Karen is a Seattle U. librarian. Don at
on:: e was tipsy--Clint explained to me y ' day that he also
has an unbalancing inre r-ear ailne nt--and hilarious • He
strue k me as an example of what Clint would be :U' he
were extrllded to absolute logical end: Bon' s profession,
as best we could discern , is tba t of bee -keepi~ bookbinder . I could absolutely see Don ani Clint, in
Edwardian cutaways , languishing in a Sussex country
hoLBe 'i/·O years ago , discussi~ their latest antiquarian
interests . Men out of their time , and interesting as
hell because of it.
At the other extreme , Sat. night we had dinner with
Ann Mee . and Phil d'Amico , both with years of bgrrl in
crisis management arrl the lil<e --we kidded them a bit
about beirg "professioml relaters . " So far, the ir
cautious alliance with each other seems to be mrkirt" ,
tho they're not mreh alike--Ann full of 011oti on, while
Phil is incredibly lav - key and soft - spoken . As C said,
that much lCM-keyedness is probably good for Ann , i f i t
doesn ' t atiacr drive ha- crazy.
Meanwhils, we ' re continuing crazy in our own right ,
refurbishing this house up , down and sideways. Went
out Sat . and oought new liVing room couch; yet to come

May ~ cont • - - are sane new rugs , rea:li rg lanps , photos
for inner room, and so on . As I explain to our s 'what
incredulous friends, we seem to have energy for Oll3 rrajor
project a year , and with the impetus of too NJ furniture ,
setting this house into shape for sone years to come has
become the pro j ect .
Random reading lately: Here at the N Yorker, very
indolent job by Brerrl an Gill; barely mentions mode r n
writers such as McPhee who have almost reinvented the
magazine article . Pan, a very odd but often lyrical
early work by Hamsun; Five Seasons , deft baseball work
by Roger AJl5 el l . Looked into Woiwode' s Beyorrl the
Bedroom Wall , but it looked so enormous a n:i plodding that
I gave up at ome.
May 9--The dice are rollir.g . Y1 day at 1 :30, phoned
the doz en page proof crx to Rhoda Sch1amm and asked her
if anything relevant came of the HBJ sales n:eeting that
morn . She said CH d:irl the presentation of SKY, with
enthusiasm, am that Jovanovich 11 loved i t . 11 Ore more
stroke of luck : J ' vie h himself is a small- tCMn
Westerner , from sonewher e in Colorado . Archie ha:i
remarked tha t to me on the phone, sayirg it ought t o
re ]p ; I s aid I t hought it cou Jd go ei ther way . Apptly
lil<e so much else , i t 1 s gone my way .
The pub ' n date has been set for Sept. 18, which to
C and me seems jus t right --long enough after Labor Day,
but with entire autumn book season ahead of it .
The page p r oofs arrived last Wed ., on sch:!dule as
everything has been . Trey were quite cle:m, and indeed
have an open, elegant Knopf- like look , as CH p ro mised .
Two news notes about HBJ arrl her in las t two Pub ' rs
Wkl ys : her former go - fer , Brian Dwmine , and Rhoda.ls,
who apptl y was SOITE other sor t of edit ' l asst , both
have been promoted to ass 1t editors . Reward thflY cw n
people and get them in lire behind you, app t ly. Arrl
By the Rivers of Babyl on , the fj.rst novel CH was
enthusing about at Xmas , is reported back to press fo r
t otal of ff,) , 000 copies , 2 months before pub •n . For
once, I ' ve muster ed enough gumption to put a little
money behind what I think is my reading of a situation,
and we 've bot¥ ht 100 sh9.res of HBJ; we ' ll see if t ra
CH e r a doe sn 1 t reward us in more ways than ore .
Spent Th an:i FyJ- r eadiq; the pages . Reading proof is
a rema.rlcab}..y t i ripg 1 even debilita~ing job for me ;. I
marvel again at Ainsley Roseen uaking a career of 1 t ,.
Al so with too r eadir.g this tine cane sone srrall

May 9 cont .--distress about the pe rsonal costs of the
book. They ere remarkably marginal as these things go -I really have no link, say, to Wally any mare , or t.o any
of the Doigs --and I more an::i more emphatically feel th a:.
I don ' t G1 e any of th em a damned thing ; this staring
back in to my life f or the sake of the writi. ng of SKY
ras left ne with quite a feeling of self- madeness . Mare
than that, I think I see ncu that i f I had settled f cr
the expectations provided by anyone (besides Dad and
~lJ<+.
Grandma , who thought I could do anything) on either,..ru.
the family, I ' d sti 11 be slogging away at ranch work ,
almost certainly on shares er under vast mortgage . Yet
it oothers 1!E --and I suppcse in a way I hore that the re
raver wi 11 be such a loss of innocence or feeling that
such things won 1t bother me--to think that Wally, soITB
of the WSS people , perh:lµJ even Car0l ' s folks , will feel
consternation about portions of SKY. Just when I felt
the med to talk this out with c, she caJTB d<Mn with
terrific cold (Friday night) , amid a pressuring loa:i
of work to be done . But one of the strengths of this
marriage is that our pace of life does make wanted
t i me available , usually soona r than 1 at er; Sunday noon,
when the weather was fine .nd we went to the waterfront
t o eat a salmon lunch , I fo um myself talking S:x> ut it
to ll3r • She gave 1TB her lc:g ical advice : that wr i tars
1D!IEJ!bcltmrtlmidxJL ought t.o w:ri te what they have to , and the
world --i
her folks - -will just have to put up with
it . By then , too , I had mulled through to what I think
entirel y handles my own embarrassrrent orer the tiny
fin:i:ing - the- brothe 1 scene and some of the more personal
overtones : if I did such an unflinch~ joo of
pr esenting Dad am Grandma , tren by damn I must give
as unflinching a pie ture of myself .
Ann arrl f amil y are just back from Calif . trip , and
y ' day afternoon amid a bunch of chores I dropped off
some business i terns with her . Also kissed her on top
tte head--somewhat to lR- consterna ti. on , because it was
a war m day and we were just beginning to settle onto
her front stoop, with who kraw -what nei. ghbors looking
on--and told ter , 11 Today 1 s message is th at Jovanovich
loves you ani the book. 11 Rare for her to be that
discombobulated , and probably rarer for ire to be that
waggish) but I thrugbt the occasion deserved it . Must
be about. a year ago that st:ie and I ...oopped a+'2ottle of
crampagm in her Backyard in Illl.d- al""tattioon IAJ
celebrate signing of HBJ contract ; neighbors must

.e.,

May 9 cont .--indeed worrl er what kirrl of annual rite
of spring is going on.
Ann is properly dLscouraged with the blizzard of
rejections--mostly form rejections, yet--we've been
getting, on eff arts to market sari.a 1 rights to SKY and
to clean up stray magazine work . I don ' t like the
situation either, but think it has a backhanded advantage i f it levers us either out of magazine work of
the sort we 've been doing and more entirely to books ,
or if it rouses JTe to mare ambitious and better-plying
nagazine work . More probably the former, I think,
because of the ti?TB demands which SKY is going to m.:K e ,
and the natural logic of goi?:g on:t to WINI'ER. LIGHT.
John and Jean cane to dinner Friday night; abit
painful to see John in throes of options de alingw which
haven ' t worked out. Tried to coax him into the family
reunion trip to Mont . with us, pointing out that it 1 s
too last cha. nee to see the state with 1TB as an unnotori>mus gu:id e; seemed to have no effect, be seeired b
unable to think are ad to a t:i.100 when te wouldn • t be
su bne rged in these op ti ans dealings . As moody as be
is , I don 1 t recall seeing him qii te this dejected_; his
quick up-sweei:s of mood weren 1t cresting very higtl at
all.
C could feel co]rl. comir~ on almost instantly during
tre evE11ing, something like her third of the school year.
It's reached my sinuses-- started y~day morn--in a kind
of poisored, sharp-gujlping feeling, but ha.sn 't done
anything else. Which is just as well, B:Exx because at
about 5:30 in the morn, I read for Vancouver and the
Sa squa. tch co nf eren:: e .
Oh :yes , C 1 s other piece of news last week: she ' s bem
inveigled, on pretty much a put- up- or-shut- up basis , to
join too union ' s oontract negotiating team. It'll mean
much work and tension for rer, mostly next fall, but she
thinks the stakes are such that she cou1rln ' t turn it
dovm . After that, we hope , a Britain trip in spring '79
and perhaps a sabbatical for her the '79-'80 school year
She is magnifi ceri t and totally unselfish a oo ut all my
accumuJa ting luck with SKY--as she has been throughout
all the years of work on i t--but I think we ' ve got to
take some care that. her career doesn't get sloshed over
by mire.

May 9, 3:45 - -Phone call from HBJ about ~hr ago , Rhoda
asking vital stix for copyright filing , then transfrng
ne to CH . S\')3 gave rre info out of sales mee ting :
10, 000 first printing of SKY, with a full-page NYT ad
(or maybe 2 ~pager s) which sre says pretty well blows
the initial advtsg money. Says the sales :p3ople lil<B
tre oook, but think it di. fficult to place so literary
a book without quotes arxi reviews . So, emphasis is on
getting good quotes--says they ' re sending out "a lot"
of advame proofs for comMent, Rhoda will send rre list-arxi then muc h will d eperrl on reviews • Pub ' s Wkly
reviews srrl be in July. I asked , in light of this ,
whetrer it seems worthwhile for me to come to NY for
pub ' d; CH said that frankly she didn ' t know i f it
~uld relp, that possibilities of JTBdia attention are
remote unless I 'm well knam .
All in al..l, around mediwn good: abru t twice the usual
ls t run, arrl the NYT splash . If the quotes come thru,
as trey well nBy, things can build; CH says she thinks
the book will sell . On the less- than -~lus side, this
is less-than- blockbuster treatment , does throw mix::h of
the book 1 s perfornBnce to mercy of reviewers . Which I
suppose is fair enough, given that I had a relllNa time
describing wrat the rook wouJ.d be--I think it ' s not
much easier desc ribi ng it to boo kbuyer s • And it is
undeniably li:.t "literary" .
Other notes from conversation: asked CH how Much a
NYT page -a~ costs , she said $5 - 6000. Told her I
urrlerstooo that J 1vich liked the rook, she said J10S ,
she ' d sent him galleys with a note; re ' d replied that
he thinks I 'm a terrific writer. She asked him to get
Mary McCarthy to pr ovid e cover quote; he said McC hates
tre West , unfortunately.
So, a bit of slowing down in SKY ' s ohenml course
to dateo But still pretty good .

May 17, 1 78 - -Busy, oh goo busy. And a head cold now
well into its second week ; this morn , at last, my nose
is not a comtant sewer and I sean to have some energy
a.n::i efficiency.
Drove to Ol ympia y ' day to meet Roy Silen at the
Tyee at 6:30 , for dinmr and talk a'oout his Double
Planet tome . Remarkable to me, this is only the 2nd
time we 've been face-to - f ace-- S tad me lmoc k at his
r oom, C'lllnfes sed he wasn ' t sure he 1d have reoognized ire.
We ' ve been on the phore to each other so much , since
the start of the gene poolm article, that it seems we ' ve
knGrn each other lorg and lorg • Also , there ' s been a
click of rapport between us : s, who is crusty and has
no small estimate of himself and his genuinely
estimable abilities , was quite taken with my editing
approach on tll3 gene poo l piece . Also, last night he
said thatt I ' m quick to grasp--" some people you have to
expJain and explain to tham ."
However it is, th:in , he places oonsider able faith and
adurlration in !1E , and I must be careful with it . His
Doubl e Plane t material is quite striking to me --a
genuine eff<rt by a not very literary man to draw on
a ll his life 1 s work and give his view of the wor l d .
But since his reputati. on is professional and regional- mine is sonEthing ofgID:,e same , I suppose - -it is not at
all clear hGr best tO his notions into pl'i. nt . Other
matters are that he 1 !'prefer to work um er a pseudonym,
an:1 that I 'm taken with the no tion of working him into
Winter Light--a pair of points which don ' t gom together
well, and which will need some decisions . (After this
entry, will settle down to a fuller set of notes for
the Double Planet file . )
S also talked al:ou t the continuing effects of the
gene pool article , which he thinks are manifold , and
still building . He says the piece is required r eadi~
in "most" western forestry schooJs , and said last week
he had a query f'rom a Calif . legislative resear cher
about tha piece . Says ha thi~ W' hser, the main
11
target of the piece, has pulled way back" , app tly as
1
a result of George W hser himself seeing the ar ticle
and asking , how at.out it? Ironically, S finds that the
Expmt Station itself is another place whare the article
has had effect--in the past 6 months or so , too Stn
has cooe under :pressure from Or . Envtl Cncl on tha
genes is sue . S says the current Undersec of Agcltr

May 17 <x:>nt .--oversee~ the Forest Service is Rupert
Cutler , from a background with envir onmm tal groups.
Wren Cutler nade a PortJand visit , the Expmt Stn
Director , Bob Tarrant , and sone of his t.op staff foum
ttamselves being questioned hard at a meeting with
envtlsts- -with Cutler cheering on the envtlsts, accordine
t.o Silen. Out of that, and some machinations within the
Stn, crure a rre eti:rg of Sile n arrl his top nan, Bob
Campbell, with Tarrant, and an order from Tarrant that
S and Campbell would prepare some sort of paper in
response t£> the envtlsts . S got his back up about this,
an:i got it up even more whe n it appea'red that the
envtlsts were going to have input and the irrlustry was
not . S seems himself as an effective middleITRn mn tm
genes si tuation- -possessing enough clout with the
forest irrl ust ry so that they 1 re carrying out wh at he
says is the most genetically- careful forestry done
anywhere. He may be right , but his notion of his role
puts enormous faith in himself, and it's lcgical that
th:? envtlsts would like to have something more in
evidence than the quality of a man ' s soul. Anyway, out
of S ' s resistance to doing the paper--he and Bob
Campbell had 4 :bx otoor s, on aspects of the topic , in
tre works --came a meeting, of S, Campbell, the Station
brass , and the en vtl leadership, and the agreement nhat
the envtlsts would wait and see if indeed the info they
want is in the rapers o
A funny aside on the gene pool episode: Harriet or
Alice had the wit to send a copy of the article to the
then- Urrlers ec of Ag in charge of the Forest Service, I
think named Lane, ani he responied nicely with a letter
to the edi tor --which S says gave him considerable cachet
around the Station, because people weren 1 t sure whether
he was a buddy whom Lare was favoring .

May 30--Far, far behind in diary, partlJr because life
has been running at high tide arrurrl here.
But first, to note : this morn was the 1st in ) weeks
when I wo~ up wi thrut a nessed-up head from the cold/
flu which C arrl I have had. My eneriY level is up
con~~ably , and it's sure as hell about ti11'B .
~ill.ght, just before supper , Clint called, askeci
if we oould coroo to Fed A,,e . house to eat with him,
Kathleen, and Peg Gordon, whom they had just picked up
at airport , returning from fune:al of her father. C
took the start of supper off the stave and we went, to
a remarkable evening . Peg ' s father was 57, with
corgenital heart problem . After dinner we began to talk
about death, and Clint reoounted that when he was l2 ,
chold.ng on a piece of meat, the sensation of an easy
passage to death had come over him . I ' d never told the
Ellen Creek experience to anyone but Jan and Margaret ,
when M was teachi~ her coo.rs e on death and dy ~ , but
I.he other night I decided tmt since they'd all be
readi~ it in SKY in a few mont~ anyV'lay, I'd tell it.
Kathleen then told of her grarrlfa ther simply giv~ up
one day--at 99. C said when she was perilousl y ill
with peritonitis, she had no palpable sense of death,
simply was so sick she didn't care much one way or the
other . Pei said a couple of interesting things--tha t
she oonsiders death a return to a kind of gmeral
enera field, and that if there is any sensation after
death, it is not hllllBn anyway, and so we can't know it
in hWIBn terms . Dicey as all this sounds on the page,
it was not a grim evE11ing, tho there were so me su r ges
of enotion. J~t interesting--arrl I hope relpful to
Peg .
Friday night, Vernon and Jeannette Carstensen came
to supper. V says he's been slow recuperating from
ulcer and gall bladder operati. on in Jan ., but he has
lost some of his extra weight and looks very good . He ' s
in his final quarter of teaching at UW ; asked him what 's
next, he claimed he's not thinking beyorrl Jure, wren roth
his sons and their families arrive in back-t.o - back visits.
I assured J •tte there are lawyers who can get her out
of the marriage to V on lesser grourrls than that . But
V sti.ll talks of his "resources" took, which would put
tcgether his ideas about thet takin ~ up of this
continent . It could e e a fine arrl iJ!IPortant book-- if
he will ever seat himself to write it . I wonder if I
can usefully nag him about it, lter this ye ar.

~-

May Jgr-V seemed in very gocrl spirits, and indeed bas
added the winsome quality of saying that he 1 s begun to
realize h<M little history he really knows . I told C
that winsome admission is a quarter century or so late
arrivir:g, but.fit ' s nice that it has . She said she had
the feelir.g a couple of times the other night that V
was just off the mark on sameJI point or another, -which
is the feeling I have sometimes hcrl from him; I hope C
didn ' t catch the suspicion from me. Anyway, to try sum
up my current feelings about V: I'm largely over the
resentment about the dissertation imbroglio, in which
we wrestled over my language, but I've be~un to be irked
that he didn •t ur~e me to do some research on my family's
back~round, which could have been an earlier and
valuable base for SKY. New that I've dore SKY, he seeITB
quite interested in the same info that~didn't really
listen to when I was a grad stu:Jent. In any event, we
had a gocrl everi ing tog ether , ani I hare to keep in touch
with him 3-4 tines a year.
Last week, I was in fairly .frequent touch by phone
with Pat Vessie, who has undertaken some research for
me on hew SKY might be marketed, promoted, reviewed.
Pat is the savviest, and best inst ire tive, library
researcher I have ever encountered, and altho she
protested a bit when I sent her a $50 check, I 1 ve more
than had my moray's worth. She too, like everyone we
seemed to en:: ount er last week, is co ming onto new
grourrl--the aftermath of the slow am excrucia tiq: death
of a UW librarian friend of hers, and of Pat ' s om
feelings of shakey health. She is a mysterioos lady,
whose inside-of-the-head I can't even guess at--but a
valuable person, if she can be made to see that about
herself .
Carol meanwhile has been trying to bolster Margaret
Svec, who retires at the md of this quarter. She has
tugged Margaret into moving rer things into C' s office,
to share it next year for whatever on-campus routine
Margaret war ks out, and done sundry other Margaret-youmust-do-this sorts of things. C meambile has joined the
union's salary negotiating team, a terrific new chunk
of wor k. It's a better idea than I knew at the time
that we 1 re interrli ng the Calif. trip immediately after
school ends.

May 30 cont .--I spent mmh of last week working on
proposals to HBJ to market and promote SKY in Montana
and here --an appal.line amcunt of research and think~ ,
as it turned out , which with my drained ener~ kept me
at and at the project until finally finishin~ i t Sun.
morning .
Good mws continues on SKY: Archie Sa tterfield called
at 9 this mom, apparentJ.y as quickly as he got back
to the P-I from the airport, to say HBJ did vff!'y well by
SKY at the Atlanta ABA convention. Said the jacket ,
which he thinks is superb, was well-displayed in a wallthene of new releases , and th at there is a haz:rlsome
poster done from the jacket art . He missed meeti~ Carol
Hill, which I much regret , but said he found in talkiqt
with other HBJ people at the booth that they ' re high on
the rook, believe in it . Arch himself connected with his
raw agent, a woman named I guess De La Habla, and fourrl
her pretty wiggy in an IA sort of way-- said her eyes
keep flippi~ arourrl , in an overa&e baby-face--but oo 's
had good reports on \"er from authors he's cheeked with ,
am she does have a packagine team which could do
Archie's hoped -for book on the Mayas .
Either Thur s . or Fri . night , C crune home from Sh' line
to warn me that I 'd be called by Bob Kelley, who in ansr
to a Life home office query was looki~ for a 3-genrtn
fanily reunion, arrl through Pat--i . e ., thru Jean-lea.med
of mine upcomiJli . Talked it over'loi. th Carol, decided
I have no reason to veto it --Ray Doii it free to, i f he
wants to-- and oo I did sketch the info to Kelley, who
was a bit far alo~ in his drinkin2 habit , an:i then to
his writer -partner, Tine -Life stringer Jane Estes, who
seemed entire l y pleasant and competent as well. She
said soo thought the Mont. reunion oounded iO od, and
she 'd put it on the teletype to NY. My guess is that
the Life resusci tators --Keiley told me Phil Kunhardt is
editor , which impr esses me ; he once did a lovely Life
piece on his own father --sent the same query out to
Tine - Ljf e bureaus all over the country , and that oo~body
of more ability and stability than tre Estes-Kelley
team will catch the assignment . But i t 1 s worth seeiJli
what happens •

May 30 cont.--Roy Silen called just now, just to get
the fu 11 name of Dr . Carey st ant on of Santa Cruz
Islam, to whom he's going to send his Double Plaoot
draft. Roy thanked me for passing along stuff about
AAAS mdia intern pro gram, which I got for his da~hter
from Larry Schneider; said he wished he'd known about
the program for her some ti me ago 1 as it would have
changed her outlook for this summer .
Wed. the 24th, went to Pac S lunch, which Harriet an:i
Alice decided to hold in Denny Park "because it's such
a nice day ." I looked dubiously at patchy clouds and
said I 1 d seen better days; indeed it turned out that
anybody at the Pac S bldg tbey hcrl tried to dislodge to
make flm room fer the writers' meeting had grumped at:ou t
it, so they opted for the park. In the vaniuard of the
straggle over there were Frank arrl I, Ann Saling and
Lix:ille PalJOOr. As we went to cross the st. to the park,
a car pulled up in front of us, driven by a furious Pat
Baillargeon. She demanded to know where this m%JE so called picnic was , because she ' d just been in the park
am had seen two homosexuals mating in pli>lic, aid al.so
thought soIJBb:>dy ha d made a pass at her-- mich I tho~ht
ore of the worl d 1 s grand unlikelihoods . She stewed
that she thought the m~azine was losing its mind-there I might more or less agree with her. We sweetl y
told her that we ' d be glad to pass that along to Harriet ,
or she oould herself, as H was jµst half-block behin:i us
by now. Pat had simmered down by the time she parked
and foun:i us planted in the park, but did deliver her
news about the matirg homos . Harriet, in her blitherthan-thou style : 11 Well , it's a big park. 11
Other than th at, Frank had tile great news that Linda
copped a $1000 scholarmip in a tw -wide design contest.
And amid the roar of traffic, Harriet asked for ideas
for a next big series like the Colunbia, and we s e ttle1
effifl(}f ently on Lynn Martin's idea about mountain ranges .
Lynn , incidentally, seemed t:oth a bit mouthy and wonky
at the lst month l y meeting she attended, but I troug ht
much better of her y 1 day. Ann Saling I continue to
prize as a genuinely, clas sically crazy lady: she did
a number of painful-looking y~ a tucks , including a
backward stretch which should have got ter a citation in
Joy of Sex, while Harriet tall<edo Infuriating as it is ,
Pac S can be singularl y hil arious .

May 30 cont .--Also sime last entry was the trip to
V'cver for sasquatch conference; or rather, I mroe no
entry on it last tinB . Suffice to say l s~nt far too
much time on that a ssigruTe'l t--between the conference and
the writing, about a week total--ani have been regreti~
it ever since in my scredule. Came up with a nicely
deft article , I think probably the best since my NYT
Montana piece last summer, but dogged with cold as I
was at V'cver , and given that it rained most of the 4
days t here, it wasn't a particularly good u~ of time.
Y' day, Memor:ial Day, we walked Lake Union with Jean-John bacl<e d out at last instant, haunted by an income
tax problem he hasn ' t been able to solve--am as ever ,
it was a damn pleasant excursion. The lakeside remains
lovably scruffy an:i varied, in the face of tre retrB.k ing
of Seattle to a glitzier, tonier place. Saw Canada
geese and goslings , watched the fl cat plan:is land and
take off, lunched and lazed at Gasworks Park fer a
couple of hours , the day having cleared to warm sun .
Jean has had her worries over John, deeply Enmeshed in
firancial dealings; Carol has rad a hard spring of flu
and 4 courses to teach; I ' ve been feeliru the work loa:i,
I discover in the past 18 months has been the writing
of SKY and a couple of dozen mag pieces as well-a gocxi
time-out for all of us .
May 31--For no special r e ason, have b een looki~ back
thru diary since start of ' 77 - -actually, glanced back
to help trigger an entry, lo~ interned, about how I
feel about SKY by ncw --arrl am fairly appalled to find
hc:M much nention there is of lagging energy, .flu and
colds . Carol has had a real series this school year-I think 3 separate afflicti ons--but some manner of
sinus woo seems to be with us fairly often . Makes me
wonder just what goes on with me , inasmuch as I wa s
able to iron- mn my way ttru tre 5-month stint of
finishing SKY at the en:i of last year. But I can ' t go
on at that iron pace all the time, am maybe my rheurp:y
moods are some kind of outlet . On the other han::i, I've
been inc reasingly suspicious that the dust fran the ~
crawl-space beneath this hoose--the cold air vents
simply open down into i t--is a chronic callse of allergy.
One more project to try to schedule .

Jum 3--Had intended, in last en try, to go on and assess
Didn 1 t
ne.nage it then, and am not sure I 'm ready yet, tho I
. shruld put down, before it gets lost , that I've been
re-readiq; tha page proofs once in a while , am fi.nd the
language very fim. Am back to wishing that I had
edited down more sharply, or that Carol Hill had done
solTB cutting; a feeling backed up, perhaps , by yiday ' s
mil from Rhoda Sch1amm with the first reader's quote
which has oo ne in--from :Edward Hoa.gland : "Nearer the
beginniq; th ere are too many words sometimes; and too
much meter in sone of tte lines; and the interpolated
chunk~. rarely do quite work . But overall" --now the
material HBJ may excerpt for the back jacket--"it 's a
rich, exact book, chockablock wi.. th rnanor:ia s enough for
two more. Lore , love arrl grace conbi ned. 11 Actually,
thinking it over , I see th at H 1land was not fi ndi q;
fault , much , lNith the entire length, but with CN erric hness and rhythms • So go figure .
The Hoagland quote is excellent news, ind. dentally-om more of the accumulating signs in SKY ' s favor .
Rhoda reported too that HBJ salesmen have bea'l asking
for extra copies of bound galleys t.o show booksellers.
A few minutes ago , on a whim, called Tom Holden to tell
him about too fine Richard EJ.111Bn review in current
NY Review of Books , fourrl him sound good arrl steady, still
on the wagon and in better heal th than he's been for yrs,
he said . Agreed we should get together if I make a NY
trip this fall o
C at Mt . Rainier today, at Forbes' cabin for annml
yr -end GLASS shindig • I have peeked away at a few
chores --lammtably few, given that it ' s already 4 pm-but did go up to track this morn , about 10, arrl run
the 14-lap routim, then walked up the parking lot ste:p3
8 times, about another mile of exertion. Am trying to
take off a few pounds --now about 151--for the Calif . trip
and all its eating . Warm weatter all week here, ineeed
quite bot . TlErmometer at my "Win:::icw now is hitting 100,
which because it is in full sun this ti.me of day lies
by about 20 degrees --but i t is bright and hot .

my feeling about SKY, and its momentum so far.

Jure 9--Talked with CHill about 2 hours ago, to tell
her c£ Life pie story poo sbty: by astonishing coincidence,
she's to meet with Life acqns editor Byron Dobell this
afternoon. I'm still not optimistic about anythi~
happening with L:i.f e-- too rrany stools for it to fall
between, it seems to me --but we couldn't have bad a
better crack at bringirg SKY to their attention. CH
also reported that she thinks ~ tre NYT ad should
be cut to ~p. and half the $--about $3000--used on
regional ads . l said OK, if that 1 s where the $ had w
coma from; she said for now, it does. Also sa:id SKY
has had no luck at the book clubs, l>ut that it's been
"seriously misread" toore--she swmed quite affronted
about that --arrl that she ' s going to send it around to
them again. Told her of my reports that HBJ had done
handsomely for SKY at Atlanta ABA meet, sre said she
wished sre loved all her books as she does this one.
Co~rat'd her on ore more title-- Pub Wkly reported sre 's
now publisher of gen ' l books, too --arrl she said the next
move can't be up, it 'd have to be out .
Other book news: A,..chie has ar:r:-anged for SKY cover
to cppear in P-I magazine's What's New this Sunday.
Larry Anderson at s. Times evidently will run the "End
of the Hunt" adaptation on Sept . 17, day before pub •n-wbich is absolutely ideal . Called Rhoda tre other day
fer some bound galleys for Mont . trip , st:e said a
possible jacket quote had come in from HBJ author Wm.
Hjar tsberg, l-tlo lives out of Livingsmn in the McGuane
orbit. I also got clear from CH that the printing will
be 15,000 instead c£ 10, 000--she calls it "back tD press ,"
tho it seerrs to me the decision was made just about the
instant the sales meeting was c:Ner .
Amid all the above, report from Jean is that Bob
Kelley fractured a foot on his cellar stairs . What an
irony if the Life thiil; comes through, and K, who started
it all , is too laid up to do the pies o
It 1 s been busy and hectic week, complicated by repair
work on Buick which took 3 days-- battery died when I
left it at Northwest Brake, and a chain of misraps
went on from there . Wed. I had lumh with Rebecca
Earnest, who looked weary, frayed, pale and just about
everything else alarming--comequere e, she says, of the
work load she's carried at the Weekly in tt:e 2 months
since tYQesetter Ken Eisler killed himself. Said she 1s
been on '( -day weeks ooar ly all th at tiI1B, lining up
typesetters not only for the pap er, but llor the King Tut

June 9 cont . - -program arrl the Seattle guidebook , which
are being pub 'd almost sim 1 ly. Said she told Brewster
she wasn't sure sre could contimte the pace, and te told
her it's her am fault , for not beirg checklist-efficient
enough ar:rl gettil'€ too snoti orally involved with her
work. All this for $10,000 a year , which in a way is
even a worse rip- off than Pac S, it seems to me. R is
casting about for another job, but as ever trey 1 re rare
in this tCMn. Anyway , the lunch was good --a cheese burger at the Grand Central. Am she intro 1d me to
Peter Miller at Miller & Murga, who was enthused when he
heard that my book is about Montara - -he c],c\iJlls he's the
ore who discovered A River Runs Thro~h 'J:~ for this
city, talking the U Book Stare into i t , too .
All in all , I ' ve spent the week on SKY promo letters
and ideas--and things seem mom:lntarily in pretty decent
shape . If I aan gear myself, next , into planning some
work for SKY di.ring the Montana trip, I 111 begin to
think tre possible steps have been talen on behalf of
the book.
Called Ann to day to fill her in on the Life matter ,
fourrl her considerably harried : trey 1 re sellirg the ir
house, have bought the Carkeek Park place. We had
dinner with them last Sunday night at Oyster Grotto,
found them full of house talk .
Have run I think every day this week except today, when
I went out for Mexican lunch with C arrl Jean--and at the
moment feel fatter than ever. Have been at 150-151#;
runnirg routine is J2 -J.h laps , then walking up am down
parking lot steps--160 yds one way--8 tim:ls , then
sauna . Some extr emely hot weather at start of week;
today it ' s been stormy, after I watered the bejesus out
of strawberries and grass y ' day .
C at the oollege now -- just past L.:30-- finishirg the
school year. This weekerrl, it 1 s pack up , and pull out
for C~lif . on Morxiay.

Jun e 23, Berkeley--8:45, just c ~lled Rhoda ati
HBJ to check in for the 1st time on this trip.
No ca.ta.strophes on Sky, which is what I wit.nted
to know. She said they're sending out 20 sets
ot g a lleys for ad quotes.
It's just under 2 weeke since we left home, and
am feeling a bit travel-worn this morn. The
Marriott Inn here a.t mz.i marina ie bes i eged with
conventions--Job's Daughters are everywhere,
begowned like junior DAR--a.nd we both had terrible
night's sleep. Carol will try get the room
changed; also think we may cut thie SP stay a
d ay short. Coming into SF y 'day up High~ay 6 1
as we did, we efficiently stopped a t Golden Get e
Park te see show o! PeruTian art treasures, went
on to lunch at Senor Pico's and shopping in
~a G'delli, where we bought a fin e fanciful me tal
eeulpture ot a heron which shou ld solve the h a l l wa.l
niohe we'Te pu zz led oTe r. Wandered st thru street
wares outside G'delli, watohed fistfight between
wino s in nearby park, did other sightseeing ot
SF 's wondrous gamut ot f olks , then a bit before
4 started tor Berkeley f or the night. Took us a.n
hour of ereeping trattie from w. wnd ot Bay Bridge
to the Marriott. Recup'd ~ith a drink in the room,
went uptown to see Dear Inspector. Carol had the
happy thought of putting in our name at Spenge r's
on the ~ay; by 9:30, when the movie was out, we
simply had to tell the desk we were ready, and were
seated at onoe. Spenger's remains one ot the grea1
shows on earth, ma ssive quantities ot people
eftieiently ehannel ed thru with swift service and
ex•ellent to oi. And the t a•e s in Berkeley are
even better than SF's: in Spenger's ~as a lookalike for W• Faulkner, and a guy Carol teseribed
as an Ita lian Indian .
C is out now haTing the Buick's muffler looked
at; it began blatting early in the trip. All
else ha.a gone well enough. Stay at Pacifie Grove,
at the Bide-a - Wee, was quiet, n i cely grooved: all
3 tays, I managed to run about 2ta ailes at end ot
afternoon, then we ~ould go to the Tia Maria on
Cannery Row tor a irink, then--the 1 st two night:s--

June 23 eont. --to Consuelo's f or dinner. 1st
night ot stay, wen t to th e Double1re4 eonTe n tion
center to hear Preservation Hall Jazz Band, ~hieb
I' l l make a notebook entry on. Next night, went
to Coming Home, in eurious eonTertei theater
which kaix has becoMe a triple theater by making
each end into p i e -slio e -s haped set of sea.ts, in
which you sit at about 25-aegree angle to screen.
Mo y ie was w'while , but uneTen--good on the
•rippled vets, hopelessly stacked against the
sehl € miel auto m~ton husbani; plot ~ould h a Ye been
helluya lot •or a interesting if the husband had
been super in bed a.n« the Tet a !lop, instead of
Tice-Tersa..
Mueh enjoyed the Monterey area again. Hit &
tine bright a ay at Point Lobos, saw se a otters ,
coraora.n ts nesti~ like r ows ot black pegs spaced
OYer a hem!a.nd. On Wdd., Pete Steen ea.me •olffi
fro• Santa Cruz tor lunch with us at Lou's on
F'aan's Wharf. Maunder has be~n leTered into
retirement at Forest History Soctie ty, but a t
full pay tor next 3-4 years, so it's unolear how
a replaeement as airector ean be funied--it, a s
Pet e says,mtfOther aireetor, as sueh, is really
needed. 2$Aendowm Pnt dri Ye is underway , and the
Society is being ratio n alized ~ith job deserptns,
genuine mana~ement structure insteai ot Maunder's
otfhande•ness. Pete h&s been there 9 years now,
thinks there's ~ cha.nae the Society ean tie •ore
clireetly to UC Santa Cru z, p'ha~s with builting
on e ampus, now that Maunder's inferiority coaplex
towar• acadeaia is g••• out of the way.
Early part ol the trip turned out to be a iay
and overnight at Yoseaite, which turned out to be
too erowiea, and the high country still closed
because of tre.imndous snowpack, t or any real
hiking.
Walked around the Talley eo•plex Mueh
ot a fternoon, repeatedly found ourselves lost
amii eamping areas because of unc ertain scale ot
the handout •~p.
But Yosemite was grand to see,
perhaps the prime scenery in this nation.
Headei on to Kings Canyon, where we ma.nagei good
hikes of 8-10 ailes t or 3 cla.ys in row, but afain
iian•t get into baek country because ot peop e
and sno~. The one backpacking trail open was into

June 23 eont.--Bubbs Creek; there must h ~Te been
150 cars in the irailhead lot during day, and
80 or so still there that night. But we tound
our ta.y aikes entirely uncrowded. i.s~ 1st one,
at Reiwood Canyon near Grant Grove, we were
entirely alone, on iood walk of about 8 miles.
Next tay was the drive do..-n into Kings Canyon,
ant some afternoon wandering along S. Fork of
Kings 2iver, which was roaring with white water;
did another 4 miles or so after supper, on up
nearly to ATalanehe Crk. Next morn, went on up
S. Pork to Mist Falls, a gain unerowdet; as we
went baek down the trail about 10:~0, then
began to aeet people startini up, including
some backpackers with ioe axes and snowshoes
for Paradise Valley snowpaek. Went on out to
Yose•ite that afternoon, sto pping only to see
the General Sherman tree--or more properly,
the Karl Marx tree, as the Kaweah utiopians
originally namet i t--and into Visalia tor
the night. Hat a terrifio tinner at The Depot,
a Spanish-style eonvertei depot, and the next
morn on to Monterey, across the valley thru
Coalinga and north thru Salinas, a tay early.
Forgot to mention seeing Karen Fiser at Da'ri.s
at start of trip, as she was packin& for the
move to UMa.ss/Boston. Seemei in gootl. ho pe s,
auch liking the faculty she'i met th e re. C ani
I likea Davis, as we did Visalia some days later
--clean-lined, open towns, suggesting the
better possibilities of California, I suppose.
I find on this trip that there is auch I
ieeply like about Calitornia--the hill country,
the great ii~ensions ot the Sierra in plaees
sueh as Kings Canyon , the by-god-do-it achievements of haTing built eaapuses su•h as Davis
ana UC Santa Cruz and towns sueh as Visali a ,
the swirl of lite in places such as SF ani
Berkeley--as well as much that I loathe. The
l•perial Valley, in its northern, most ta.ct<r ylike asp e cts horrifies me--assembly-line
agriculture installei at e o l o ssal soeial a nt
ecological cost. Also, the sheer numbers ot
people, which is turning out to be one of the

June 23 eont.--the mes ot tk i s trip, in parks as
well as urban areas .

July 9, '78--Deep Creek Section House: Y'day
just after 9 a.a., we pulled up to Jay and Linda
Doig's place in Ringling, f athering spot for the
family reunion. SeTeral ruys wene sta.ndin~
arouni in Jay's big quonset, and Jay eame out
to say h el lo and shake bands. !•mediately behini
hia, by a aargin o! seeonds, came a bulky, bearded
man in a sport ja;ket and slun g with ea.111era.s; he
obviously was there to see who C ani I were, and
when Jay introflue ea us, he said.., "Your ta.me
preeeaes you. Jan Ma.son has read your book, and
ra.Tes a.bout it." I hadn't reeognized. the photo g's
name--Brian Lanker--when we shook hands, but
ehatting I found out he'a flo~rn in fro• P'lani,
and that he's photocraphy iireetor of the Eugene
Recistler-Gua.rd. Me:"~'~xeuse me tor not reealling
the name, &X• but a~ou the Pulitzer-winnini
photographer they hired on down th ere'?" Lanker:
"Yes, how'd you know that?" 2 ani a pleased grin.
And the iay sang on from there. In about b alt
an hour, Jan Mason of Life droTe up, and Lanker
had me instantly aeet her . It turned. out that
she truly had. read the set of SKY galleys,
·remembering details 'd th inereiible exaoti tud.e,
and that she loved it. She said that as she
droTe thru the White Sulphur cou ntry, she felt
as if she ~a s eo•ing home, as a result of the
book's aetails and mood.
July 11--Billings-- ArriTei a.bout 4:30 last nite
a.ait terrif ie storm whieh knoekei out iowntown
power ana sent fl ash tlooas down both sides of
27th St. When we reaehed our motel--the Rimroek,
one of the erummiest we'Te e Ter been in--the
wa ter was so deep I diin't want to risk driving
into i t--torrent about 6 feet acros8 and aaybe 2
feet deep.
My appointment at the Gazette is 2 p.a., so
there's time to try recap the reunion. Quite
simply, it went perfectly--in somewhat this orier:
There were •aybe a dozen people at Jay arui
Linta's when we got there, and quickly Ei Doig
and wife, and then Elsie a.Di 1'eniell Townsenci,
arriTed. Ei hlas grown a goatee since la8t summer,
ani looks remarkably like Buffalo Bill. He

July 11 cont. -- inexplicably seems to i•prOTe
with age; now at 83 (I think), he is healthier
a.na less overbearing than he used to be. During
the day, Gordon pointed out the irony to ae: Ed
was the one "who took ca.re of hi•self "--i.e. ,
didn't work himself toward early death a.s Dad a.Di
. Angus eit. I also felt the irony that .Ed ha.d
been the one who aa.iled out of the homestead,
pulling out on the faaily when still in his teens,
ant no"' he was the only one on hand to celebrate
the family's ro otholt.
Elsie a.rri..-ed t a lking, and scarcely let up all
tay. She was a bit perturbing--Jan Ma.son
iniicated as much the next morn, s aying she'd not
been able to get Elsie settle d down enough to
tel 1 the stories she had- ~ •• •• with her case
of 11otor mouth, and I thought dit not
do
herself iauch good, on an occasion when she might
haTe done quite a lot. Wendell, with his horsy
cowboy's face and quie t manner, si111ply rides the
tid e of her talk; I founcl •yself instantly liking
hi•, and rememaering that Dad had auch likei him.
Jay baa rows of bales along sides of the box
of a. grain truck tor seats, a.nd Go rd.on ha.d.
siailar rig on a smaller flat aei. Soon after 11,
the Townsend. s, C and I, and Sherri and kicl s piled
in Jay's truck, with food boxes, and Jay began
leading cara..-an, 9 Tehicles--trucks and 4-wheels
except for a car or two--the back road out of
Ringling to Battle Creek. Weather was threatening, ai::W. there had been hara storm in the Basin
country the night before, and somebody--! think
Ed.; it determinedly was not me--asked if Jay
thought the roads would 8e ok. Jay ga..-e his
shrug and laconic grin a.nd said Ray Doig saii so.
The fir st hill out of Ringling was a bit of a
fight, but Jay managed to slew the truck to the
top, and eTentually e..-eryone else made it. The
cars.Tan kinked along the Battle Creek road, with
Brian Lanker in lead, driven, in pickup by one
ot Jay's h i red hands and ass~ted by Da.Te Smith,
young Billings Gazette photog hired as go-ter.
Once we roared past Da.Te at a tripod at siae of
road, another time pa.st Bri~n hiaself, iiR yelling
as be shot, "Stop 200 yards up the road." Brian

••Ii

July 11--by eTery eliidence had scouted eTerything;
he said in Ringling he had trie~ to hire a
helicopter in WSS th a t morn forj' aerial shots of
hoasstea.ds, but Goraon hadn't oeen able to pull
strings ~ith skittish new forest Ranger. I told
hi• if Gordon hadn't been able, they weren't
realLy pullable.
The road was slick--Jay lost the truck for a
bad split second on one of the la.st hills before
the Be.sin turnoff fro• the Sixteen road, but
handled all else like the back-country pro be is.
ay noon or a little after, our truck and fol lo we rs
were grinding down the long ridgeba.ck to the DL
place, where the Townsend. contingent of Doigs
already were parked. Jan Mason's account was
that there were a.bout 160 p e ople. I had wondered
a.bout Jan on the trip from Ringling, ha.Ting heard
from h e r that she had a hellishly delayed plane
trip to make it to the reunion and not having
seen where she got into the care.Tan. When Jay
stopped the truck, the door on the passenger's
sid.e opened., out caae Jan, a.nd I quit worrying
a.bout l1hat leTel of professional.is• she was
·going to show; as with Brian, watching her coTer
the bases, such as riding with Jay to interview
hi• as he led the cars.Tan to th e homesteads, was
a post-grad course in journalism.
The people: many of them I ha.ft.n't seen for 25-30
years, am. so•e I knew only by name from Dai-several ot the Christisons, Bill Blakely, Walt
Brainard. Johnny Gruar was .._..21 :: there, and
properly scolded me tor not haTing come b ack to
see hiM last summer. Ed I think was the oldest
of all; the other eiders were Bob Campbell; Walt
Doig, who Emma saii had J>een uneasy about all the
hooplah of reunion and l(quickly was haTing a
helluTa fine tiae; and Wa lt's ~nster Nellie, the
only other surTiYor of the DL family. at one
point, during• pie-taking, the 4 of them we re
lined up and Corrine Higgins s a id over Ray's
pa sy stem, "If it haG.n't been for this bunch,
none of us would be here."
--Ray Doig: as it turned out, the perfect guy
both for the reunion and the Life people . Jan M
said he's a cross between Anay Devine and Addy
Griffith, and noted tha t he doesn't laugh
he giggle s. Ray went thru thP day, deserT~dly,

July 11 cont.--with a delirious grin on his face,
was eTerywhere doing eTerything. The reunion was
his idea, aborn last year when he went with
Darlene to her family reuiion, I think in Miss6ur
El!rJa sa.id he c.:a•e ho.me and said, "Th ere' s no
•
reason we can't do that," and he did. it in
inimitable style, such a.s bringing in a truck
wi th a portable generator so electric kniTes
could be used on the bart>e cued b eef (which
unfortunu tely never did get done, but a1tid the
flood of other food no one minded).
--Late in the afternoon, as I was standing by
the food table t a lking to someone, up came Patty
Doig and husband, and John Doig's wi fe Caryl-and John and Caryl's daughter, Linda. Within
minutes Jan Mason had a hand on my elbow ani
was asking, "who• is that beautiful girl?"' Linda
indeed must be the best looking Doig eTer-small and slender, with a fine lovely face just
short of delicate. GiTen the looks of her
parents and of Red and Blanche, al l a.long a
considerable scale of hoaeliness, she is a kind
of 11iracle; Caryl told me later that her side
of the family is Norwegian, so the blend of
wondrous blond beau ty probably sidled in from
there. In any eTent, Linda, 22 and a Navy nurse
sooa off to Japan, could be the Life cover girl,
if a pie of her and Jay's bro-in-law Bill
Lankford, s et up by Jan to show them looking out
the homestead windows, comes off.
--Linia's dad John had the line of the day. I
wa.s eager to see John, who had been a fine fri end
to Dad, visiting him in his illness, and found him
bi g-bellied, mustached, but with a face not much
changed, and his open manner not changed at all.
As we shook hands, Jake Mitchell came up to greet
John. Jake was the scene of the who l e day, with
an almost rabbinical mop-like beard of graybrown-and lots of colors in between straggling
down fro• und • r his cowboy hat. Carol s aid he'd
obviously been hired fro• central casting. John
to Jake, on seeing the beard.: "Rave you shaken
that thing out 1 ately?"

July 11 cont.-- Laird Playma.le also on hand, ot
which I was deeply glad. Laird wa s an ad~iring
friend ot Dad, and one of his p allbearers; also,
the Plyma.les now own the IL place, so the ent i re
k reunion ~as at his suttra nce. I told him he had
made a. lot of people damned happy, he grinnei it
oft as n othing •uch.
--At one po-int saw a good-looki ng l a te-30's guy
with a nice chinline black bea rd. Curious, I
went over and intro'd •ysel t , touni he was a
great-nephew ot Tom and Mary Kerr, I think by na~e
ot Shaw . He said he 1 iked to poke a round the
Sixteen country, Ray somehow had heard ot hi• and
g ot an invite to hi•; to 11e, the pre sence ot hi•
and his ta.mily was one of the great bonuses of
the day, a tribute to the role ot To• and Mary
Kerr in the lives of the Ba.sin pe ople.
- -Jake and Charlie Mitchell : unb e lievable in
appeara.nce--Ja.k.e in that mgpie' s-nest beard, and.
smoking a irooping curved pipe; Ch a.rlie a tall
barrel* of a man, proba. bly 280# or so, in a
tractor cap , glasses, and with a.• couple days'
gr o~~h of unshavenne ss-- and two of the most
astute peopl e there. I happene d to sit next
to Jake on truck ride to Peter Doig ho•estead.
He asked i t I knew any thing a.bout the lost wagon
train story; surprised, I said just a little, what
~ragments Dad had told me as a kid .
Jake then
learnedly passei a long info derived troa oldtimer
Ge orge Robison, that the cart remn ants had no
metal at a ll, so p er ha.ps-- probably--wouli have
been Red River ca rts, trom th e Metis exodus.
I n oticed that Jake's hands were battered--a
sizable open rope burn or s omething, freshly
s a lved over- -and a s ked it he was running cattle;
he shrug ged- -a wh ol e lot of shrugging during the
day--a.nd said y es, he was messing with a. few. A.s
tor Charlie , Jan M s u.id at one point he came up,
said he didn't think he ' d met her, introduced
himself, and went on his wa y in a courtly manner.
At one point I was talking with Gordon a nd
Ch&l'lie, and noted the considerable res pect G
sho wed hi•-- deference among fellow county
commissioners, I gu ess. The combi ned household
of Jake and. Charlie Mitchell and John ny hex Grua.1
(their co usin) fascina tes me .

July 11 cont.--Ruby (?) Christison: Weathered but
well-preserved, facially somewhat like C's Aunt
Venie, and alike too in being a vinegary lady. I
had just met another of the Christisons--Andy,
I think--a.nd on asking about their hoaestead had
been told not a trace of the bldgs is left. On
meeting Ruby, I repeated this as a question, and
she looked at me, leTel and flinty, a.nd said: "Not
a damn stick." Also, she had the manner is .. of
asking some direct question--s uch as who my father
wasJ like an interrogating cop--a.nd on hearing the
answer, nodding to her self in gri.111 sati s! i ed. wa.y.
--Blanche: when John and Patty's families arrived,
they said Blanche was still in camper up on the
hill, bothered by her emphysema.. It sounded as
if she was on death's doorstep, but ~hen the pictaking session began, she was fetched somehow, and
she looked better than I could eTer remember her,
and after the pies and considerable visiting,
c.lambered into the truck with the rest of us for
jolting truck ride to Peter Doig ho111estead. fuf'~r,"
--Howard Idle, husband of one of Emma's cousins~~
·on pulling into Townsend the night before, we
found no one at home at Wally and. Emma's, so killec
time with a. drink at Mint, then wandered by Walt's
to see if everyone •ight be there. We found
instead a huge camper in front ot the house, and
a square-faced, weathered Jtuy of a.bout 60, in a
sport shirt and obYiously not a Montanan, sitting
on Walt's steps. After introductions and figuring
out the family line, Idle promptly had us in the
camper drinking scotch with him and his wife, and
we di scoTered he's a San Francisco bar pilot,
bringing freighters in and out the Golden Gate.
Tola us of the one time he'd gone overboard, when
there luckily we re enough pilots a.boa.rd the pilot
boat--on stat ion 11 Miles beyond Golden Ge.te--to
hit him immediately with searchlight ~nd rope.
Since beginning to tink Pr with Columbia RiYer
wr i ting, I'Te been intrigue d with bar pilots, ani
was auch impressed with Idle. At the DL place,
I encountered hi11 coaing out of his camper (wbich
was rented) e.nd joshingly said, So you're the guy
who brou ght a c a mper in here. He gri~aced, shook

July 11 cont . --hi s head and said, Walt Doig told
me I could mak e i t--and I' Te neTer been in such
a. hell of a place in my life!
- - Carol r e ports that when she made a trip to the
outhouse, she passeli. three older women on their
, way back and joking ly asked if the thing was in
working ord er . One of them retorted that it
sure was, just don't try to flush it.
--The afternoon's schedu le--or lack of one , which
was pa.rt of the plea.sure--roughly was milling
and Tisiting until about 2, when it became cle a r
the be ef wouldn'f, be ready for a while (it
eventua lly was ea.ten that night in Ringling, a.nd
still was rare, tho delicious) and _. the eating
began; a sign-in genealogical book wa s avble;
then a fa•ily-by-family pi c session, with first
Ray and then Corinne Higgins on the pa sy stem
calling up Ed Doig family, Blanche Doig family,
e tc. for posing. Carol and I were the smal l est
family, natch , and in our hats just about the
most western looking. Then, 4 o'clock or so,
Jay and two pickups set off with those of ns who
wanted to get to the Pe t er Doig homestead. Just
as Jay nosed the truck into Spring Creek to
start across, Ra.y called out to ask if we wanted
ice cream first. Somebody s a id sure , and
instantly an ice cream cm in, like a llrail••
bucket brigade, formed on the bank--12-1 5 people
pas s ing ice cream cone s to the 40- 50 of us in the
truck. Go- fer Dave Smith took one glance at what
wa s happ ening and sprinted tor Brian in the lead
pickup to tell him; in an insta nt, Bria n was on
his way back to us sna pping as he ca.me. The true]
had ma ny kids in it, and as they all got thei r
con~ s I joking l y demanded to know who• why the
ice cream wasn't ma king it to the front of the
truck to us . Two responses: from the b ~nk,
somebody called out that we were eating it faster
than they cou ld pass it, and the n a gene ral
delive r y of ice cream to the grownups, so me body
eTen coming into the creek to hand a cone to Jay
behind the
stee ring wheel. It w ~ s perhaps
the most remarkable e p isode of the day, that
instantaneous and a.mused cooperation of forming
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July 11 cont.--the ice cre a m chain, 70ish t ypes
such as Walt Bralna.rd next to teen-agers, scooting
cones along as fast as Ray could dip--a. true
touch of wonder.
Trip to the ~ther homestead proved a bit of a
trick, our truck spinning out on first try at the
long grassy slope, and Jay haTing to reT ani
jounce like hell to make it on the s ecorntry; in
fa.ct, the photo g pickup gaTe us a. quick to" to
make it up from creek crossing. But the truck
bucked u p the ridge with the 50 or so of us
clinging, kids yelling in exciteme nt. At the
homestea.4, Ray found a troTe consisting of a
chamber pot, a cru mple d sawblade, and I don't
know what all; Bria.n's posing of him, grinning
over t~~t armload, coul<l be one of the classic
pies of the day. The stay ~t the homestead was
fairly brief, gocxl-spirited, and surprising ly
a unemotional; I think neithe r Ed, who wa. s born
th e re, nor Blanche, who was the last to liTe there,
eTen sho"ed much ezmtion. The v i sit seemed to be
done in good humor, and tha. t was th e extent.
Bozeman Holiday Inn, Jttly 12--Pulled in about
7:1 5 last night from Bil l ings, will head f or
WSS' and some quick visiting in late morning.
--More on the reunion: It was notable for a
number of things not presen t. There was very
little drinking; eTery one seemed too busy having
a good time. .A.lso, re•a.rkably littl e sniyin~
or family tension. Any that I sensed ca.me troa
Elsie, perhaps becau se of the shared truck ride
with her; in the course of it, we all were
informed that Blanche hadn't wanted Jim to marry
Elsie (ostensibly because it would take him from
the Doig ranch; indeed, it wa~ soli when he left),
and that Anna's illness is psy ch'l from worrying
over her maladroit children. Perhaps because we
neTer have been a closely knit family, there's
been enough el bow room for people not to have to
clash; the only hint of clash, such as Elsie's,
Cdm e from the old days when circumstances kept
some of the faMily in close living range of one
another.

July 12 ¢ont.--And one other absence of the day:
not a horse in sight.
--Carol pointed out that the ranch folk, or
even the Mcmtanans, can't be si'ng l ed out by
dress, especially a.aong the women. C and Jay's
wi:f e Linda were about the only ~ omen there in
blue jeans. Jay wears a sizable hat and looks
like a ra.ngeman, but Gordon is hatless, with
mildly ~od haircut,could live in a suburb anywhere. I wore the A~b'que hat bought to replace
the loss of Dad's. Early on at the DL place,
Brian spotted Wally, in a red shirt, his great
upper body pouching up from narrow hips, big
cowboy hat on his head, shooting pies with his
fancy camera gear; Brian began smpping hia, and
for one of the few times eYen posed him a time
or two. C said Jan aske a her who that was, C
laughed, identified him and told her be works
for the highway dept.
--The weather was horrifying in prospect, and
exactly right in retrospect. The night before
the reunion, a storm of hail, rain and lightning
struck the Basin; in Townsend, we were caught
in it on our way back fro• sup per, found
ourselYes in a wall of water, the hardest rain
I've ever seen. On reunion morn, the Deep
Creek and Smith River country was under low
clouds. I learned a lesson out of Ray Doig's
decision, if it was that formal, that we'd still
go in to the homesteads: my caution wouln have
canceled out on that, opted for Ringlirg --and
it was the daring of the we a ther which added
incomparably to the day. It was threatening
when we arrived; sprinkled as we ate, about 2;
lifted, with some sun, for an hour or so; was
gathering again by time of the trip to the
Peter Doig homestead; and we pulled out at 5:30
or so just as a stora broke. Jay hightailed
the truck up the ridge in considerable rain, and
the Townsend contingent had to tow the last few
vehicles out. C and I and Jay's bro-in-law,
Bill Lankford, were already so wet by the time
we reached the top of the ridge, we decided to
tough it out instead of getting in one of the
4-wheels; rode to Ringling the 3 of us huddled

July 12 cont.- -on our hay bales unde r a slick er
coat as Bill talked non-stop about ranching in
the Bearpaws, near ~m•p Reedpoint. The rain kept
exp anding our hails until they hearly rested on
our ears -- it was just what mine needed for a
real shaping--and I told Bill it was because our
hair was shrinking into our heads, which neither
of us could much afford.
--Also on the weather. Talking with Gordon as
the sprinlhle continued, he said Ed had told him
that when it brightened in a notch in the ridges
due west of the Peter Doig homesteud, the weather
was clearing. I told him Ed may be in error, but
he's ne Ter in doubt, which G thought was hilarious.
Within minutes I was talRing to Johnny Gruar, who
like F.<l had grown up in the Ba.sin, and he was
shaking his head, allowing as hovr when it looked
like this it usua.1 ly wa s sett! ing in tor a ll day.
As it turned out, neither of them was right, the
weather was off and on--as usua l, it see• to me.
tt ' And virtually unpredic a a. ble: I think it was
Walt Brainard, who lives just across the mtns
at Maudlow or Menard, who said he'd looked off
toward the Basin country that morning, when it was
raining like hell, and told himself thPre was no
way we were gonna get back in there that day.
--Carol noted the good time the sizable number
o! small kids had, running oft up the ridges and
a.long the creek exploring. Thinking back, I can't
remember a case of crying, or a scolding, all day
lo~g.

--Back at Ringling, C and I changed clothes, bad
some bot coffee, then sat in Linda and Ja.y•s
living room talking with Jan Mason. C got herself
and Jan a slug of scotch from our trunk supply,
then after a.while Lind.a came in from somewhere,
sloshed a h~lf-glass slug of Cutty Sark for us
and herself, and joined us . The house was
remark ably quiet--people were in the quonset
eating or Tisiting--and it was a good talking
time, Jan telling us of some of her earlier LIFE
work , such as the Jill Kinmont story and the
special issue on achieving women. She said too
she would tout SKY to Loudon Wa.inwright,(who's
going to be copy editor of reborn LIFE).

July 12 cont.--Carol describes Jan as of a ce rtain
tMpe--Eastern, maybe a bit upper-c r ust--but we
agreed she's a prei~y good sort of the type. There
is considerable name-dropping in her shop talk,
but it seems to come in context of the considerabl
leTel of work she's done at LIFE father than to
impress. She truly is wrapped into LI'FE on almost
a family basis; after her e xpe r ience of working
with some of the Time-Life stringers on this
coverage of reunions, she told us,with a hint of
pride, that she thinks Life will ha. Te to reestablish its old purely-Lite pro correspondents.
She seemed genuinely to enjoy the reunion ,
maybe in contra.st to the preTious one she'd
covered which w~ s riven with rivalries. At the
dance in Jay's quonset, I overheard her introduce
herself to Sherri and tell her "aeat reunion!
You know why? Because ' it was reaL" Jan had told
us that since An American Family, ~he finds people
changed, either shunning coverage entirely or
hoggishly eager tor it, not much inbetween. I'd
say the Montana component still keeps the Doigs
inbetween; the reunion may haTe been one ot the
few gatherings possible at which hardly anyone
would recognize the Loud family name, in large
part because Montana so tar has funked public ry[J_;
Commented to Jan that it was a plea.sure to waT~
Bria.n Lanker work. She za.id "superb" and was off
on praises ot him . Said she sees in him a kind of
Zero Mostel ~race, the heavy man able to 11ove
quickly and even lightly, but more than that , he
has remarkable gut intuition about a story. She
said B will explain to her what he sees in the
situation, and asks what he's missing. Certainly
C and I were near-dumbstruck to see B work--all
day long, like watching an Olympic athlete or a
virtuoso musician. One moment be would be easing
through the reunion crowd, the next he would be
atop a ridgeline shooting down. He didn't eat
or I think even stop for coffee all day. Dave
Smith, as his go-for, ran and fetched all day-with an a.bcessed tooth.

July 12 cont.--A" great aoment of the reunion
was Brian's performance in posing all of us on
a swaleside beneath backdrop of the DL house.
He a ligned the 160 of us, kids s eated in front
and the rest of us fanning back in lines, i• to
shoot with a 4x5 camera on tripod, on time
exposure very like the old front ier photography.
Halfway up a stepladder in knee-high laced gum
boots--Jay bad found them for him that morn in
Ringling; B was aressed as if out of a laundry
bag, in sport jacket and indiscriminate shirt
and trousers and wa!labys--he kept the group
good-humored thru about 3 rolls of shooting. £otl
he and Jan have a virtuoso command of names; once
as B was shooting the group shot, Wendell Townsenc
took the chance to whirl around and shoot a pie
ot his own; B mi ld ly called out, "Wendell, do
you really think your b ack looks better than
your front?"
Sunday morn, at Jan's request, C and I mPt h er
and Brian for b'fast in WSS, to look a t my f amily
albums .
I presented them a bit abashedly, had
marked wh ~t seemed to me worthwhile ~ics ~ith
paper clips; was astonished to see both Jan and
Brian go thru them page by page, B saying at one
point• "this is fascinating." Jan singled out
pies of Peter a nd DL, said if some use can be
found she'll haYe Jane Estes pick them up from
me.
Brian left to catch his plane in Bozeman;
we talked on with Jan tor another thour abnut
the reunion.
She eTidently had got gooa quotes
fro• Jay during the truck ri~e, about how the
reunion was a good idea before thP. family is
scattered irrevocably, and about the Doig penchant
for inaependence; I won~ be surprised ~o see
Jay's words at or near her lead .
Then Jan
discovered her plane leaves Billings an hour or
so sooner than thought, a.nd skedaddled.

July 19--Tryiig diligently to catch up on chores , Cl'ld
while I did a ton of th3m in the outside world this
morn- -p~kirg up C•s proofs of homesteads shots , buyirg
baseball tickets for Genise Arnst's visit, sundry more-the desk is a considerabJa disaster . Have turned out
a quantity of letters since arriving home--y ' day wr ote
and sent SKY galleys to all Mont a.m book wholesalers ,
an:i b:>oksellers sue has Julie Golding in Missoula .
NGl have to 100ve on to the rra ss of Mont -Idaho -Wyo .
rre.ilings , mich should have added to tram a ps about
th3 LIFE COV'erage . Daunting .
More gocxi news on SKY: Hcrizon called on Monday,
Daniel Laskin wanting info for ~nti onirg SKY in the
Boo}Q:; section of the magazine for Sept . By great gocxi
coinciden: e , I had just read Hariz on fer th3 first time
in a J10ar or more, in th3 car coming back from Mont .,
and kraw Laskin bad written tbe piece d on John
Gardner . Also , it seems one more si.g n of SKY ' s
poaai ble nati. onal acceptance: in the cur rent is sue of
Horizon , the 3 boo}Q:; mmtioned are by ~herer ,
Bashevis Singer , and Garcia Marqre z .
HBJ •s fall catalcg , in card form, canv:i y 1day, and the
SKY card is nice--the copy on back of the cover
replica somewhat better than the jacket copy, in fact .
Ann and Mars h cornirg for dinner in an hour . Ttey 're
to look over our furniture surpl us , and take our bed
fm frames , first steps to getting this household
unclogged .
July 22--Hot weatrer ; have been assiduously puttini
srade over the two zucchinis I tran:;planted the other
day. TodC\V, even the om I d:id n ' t have to t r ansplant
began to droop drastically by 12 :30. C an:i I went up
to the track at 11 to run , found it pretty hot in spite
of a b r eeze ; I did 10 lap:i instead of a dozen or mor e .
Have been r unn:iJll diligently, both of us • In my case 1
I ' ve l ost quit e a bit of weight , an:l feel I can reach
the target of just OVfI!.' 140, maybe in the next few
weeks . Also ,of a l l unmard- af things, I ' m warki?i on
a suntan; came back from Montana with the gocrl start
of a tanned face , so have been runni~ wit hout cap to
see what ' ll develop in this sunny weathfI!.' - -<iue to end
tomorrow.

July 22--cont . -- Y1 day at 5 :30, went dc:Mn to U Tower
to JJeet Kathy Mulbarin, HBJ sales rep who has been
traveling the Seattle area this past week . Irish as a
map of County Mayo-- red- haired , freckled - - sbe claims
to like SKY hugely, thinks I'm the most promising "your:g"
writer HBJ has. Amo~ her news was that she'd been told
there• s no ad money for SKY, which I 111 have to check on ,
and that the sales staff has been told I might wi. n the
Nati.oral Book Award , which I considerably doubt. M1n
thinks the book my sell, espcly here, Montana and the
Bay Area, where she 1 s bdqtd; thinks she can line up a
signillt party or two here, tho not at the U Book Store,
and that& I •m doirg about all that ' s hWlBnly possible
with the media Jrospects here and in LIFE. M'n has been
on job 3 yrs, says she wis tE s she krew more about wm t
makes a oo ok sell; one of rer yearnings for me is Im
that I would be talked up as a mw superwr iter J anol'li
yo~ intellgtsia locally, ala Tom Robbim ; told her I
didn 't think there's much prospect, an:i that I'm not
sure that 's the right approach for Seattle cn-yway.
M•n is a somewhat startling ~rson to talk with, frank
and explosive, and derides dann near every writer she
can think of, imlaiing Rd:>bins and John McPhee. When
I have mere time for such exctn'sions , I'll have to ask
her joot what writers she does like .
Minutes after meetirg her-- ! ' d found her pushiru HBJ
catalqt cards onto the UTcuer clerks as I walked up to
ask her room nwrber - -she cooled an e~ at me and
demrrl ed to knc:M hai old I am . 39, I said , and she said
she thrught I was about her age, but h<:M unbelievably
diff erent our ways of growing up had been. But 'then she
said after a bit, explaini~ that she liked the sun
blazi~ in thru the hotel windai s , that she ' d grown up
in the tropics --in Venezi.ela , Wiere her father followed
the oil fields . She has a lire of tough pltter which
comes and goes; in between, she is enormmsl y interested
in topics sue h as how I nanaged the wealth of detail
in SKY, and has some considerably sophisticated views
ab:>ut writing . Said again, as si':e had on the phone, that
s~ 1 s astonished I hadn • t learned to write academi.cally-tte.t is, the college E~lish --fell<:Mship r oute . Told
her I'm coming to realize that I ' m a thr owback to the
way writers used to learn to write, by havi~ to do it
as a job day in and day out --tren on OOWSplpers, but

July 22 cont.--now magazine freelancing is one of' the
last ways to manage that reginm. M1n is a person of
fast likes and dislikes, and while I think I cane off
okay with her , I W>U ldn 't want to bet bundles on it •
Anyway, she problaims that she's pushing the oook hard,
with prospects of luck . We traded HBJ gossip--my
(abbreviated) story of how I got the ms to Carol Hill,
her tale that at the sales neeting after the blocdlett~ at HBJ this spring, J 'vich a time or two turned
to Carol Hill in evident hope sre ' d get up to s~
sonethi~ to back up his preachnents ih at everything was
goi~ to be just dandy--and she simply sniled coolly
and declined . M'n al.so said she th.inl<s CH has a real
nose for hot books ; I told her I fervently hoi:e so.
Other mws: the first review, from Pub Wkly, is in,
arrl is okay--not super, but o1'ay. Begins by cal ling
SKY "a poetic and mCN'ing memoir" which evokes a rich
sense of place, then go es to very straigntfo?Ward
recrunting of story line. So, i t•s not the great
proclaiming review SKY may need--MuUerin kept saying
wmt 's needed is to have rne truted as ihe new Western
voice who 1s been waited f or--but is a first hurdle
safely passed. Rhoda read me the review Triurs. when
I called; talked brieO.y to CH, she wondered if th ere
was any more about the LIFE prosi:e cts. Said ad quote
results are slat, because of aimmer vacations, but thinks
there's still plenty of time . Like Jan Mason's idea
of sendirg galleys to Jane HO.fard, said she knat~s JH.
Busy week, lightered a by taking off y 1 day when
C am I walked Interlaken Blvd to Volunteer Park, had
Salmon lun:: h on water front, bought shrimp at Pike Pl
for salad supper after I saw M•n. A good day. In ihe
work week, I •ve written neny SKY letters, ~pen:ied p:i
aoout LIFE to the letters Billee typed far me, done the
excerpts for the Billings Gaz, been out for another
half day of chores around t<Mn. Ton:ight we meet Clint
and Kathleen for supper and then to tennis match K has
tickets for . Ann am Marsh here on Wed. night, we told
them of the Mont . trip a.rd went with them to see their
new house , which is huge, twice the size of ours.
hU My desk remains a disaster, th ougtl I feel I •m
gettir.g considerable done.

Aug. 1--While C and I were out amidst chores today, we
went to Salmon House for lure h, and I told her the ti me
i:a sses very strar:g ely this suJllllB r, somehc.w ripping along
in bu:iyness ;yet seeming to move not much at all. It's
been only 1 weeks since her sumner vacation began, for
instance, Jet what a hell of a lot seems to have happened.
What happened today is runo~ the best of all: cane hone
to find the first copy of SKY. It is gorgeous, an old fashioned quality jcb . I am pleased, but curioosly
unelated. May be because I'm somewhat distracted, having
bought a new watch--belated b 1day gift--while we're out,
and am not sure I made wise choice in the expensive
Seiko I picked out. Be that as it nay, the book looks
terrific; C has just headed to the patio with it, truly
ecstatic with the quality produc ti.on jd::> .
Day before y'day, the mail yielded application form for
a Guggenheim, sent ne at the suggestion of Edward
Hoo.gland. That was a boon out of the bl~, as I intend
to tell Hoa gland whe n I sen:J him an autogd copy of SKY.
Also a good letter that day from bookseller in Havre,
inviting me to autograph trere.
Someti.ne last week, the
news was the Pub Wkly review, which I thought wasn't
great but was pretty gocxi; had lunch with Archie S•field
last Morrlay, end he thought it really very good.
Have seen various friends recently: dinner with Clint
and Kathleen on the 22ni, then to Cascades-LA termis
matches on K's auction-bo~ht tickets. Turned out to be
mare than 3 hrs of tennis --Cascades won, ro mething like
31 sets to 22 . Night of Monday the 24th, C's b 1 day,
Linda, Liz and Jack Gordon cane for hamburger supper.
Telli~ them of possbty of Gt . Falls TV appearance, Linda
said I'd oree told her I'd never do that. Hell of it is,
ste 's likely right, tho I think what I probably said was
that I couJrln 1t see myself doing that, in ore of those
what-if musing conversations. She also remarked that
c, as a hostess, kncw s hcw to ma.l<e about 4 things, all
rm.de exceed~ly well, 'Which was so outrageous I marly
choked , thinki~ of the steady diet of spaghetti we've
had on the rare occasions Linda has fed us. 1.inda is a
true ori.gi nal, the one friend we have who can be counted
on to say exactly what she thinl-s • Ste, Liz and Jack are
all in midst of house-buying; real estate has replaced
politics as conversation these days.

Aug . 1 cont.-- Frank Z arrl Linda S invi. ted us for supper
the 28th , arrl we in turn brought tre m up to look at our
excess furniture on Sunday. They took a batch of it-L chairs , ircltrling G 1 ma's platform rocker . C nmwhl has
been resusci ta.tirg the bathroom and clea~ out guest
room, arrl the house is beginning to unclog .
I 've kept at letters, mostly to promote SKY in Mont.
Y' day sorted pies, to go to n'papers with stories abo ut
SKY. Think I am gettirg all bases covered on SKY promo ,
but need a stock- taking day to think it over and be sure .
Have been runni~ hard--lL full lai:s y'day--aro lasing
mooh weight , up until tcrlay ' s lurch at Salmon House .
Weather has oo ntinued bright , tho with morning fog past
2 days • Saturday, chored around the household , including
TIB king a planting plot at west end of yard wrere grass
had overgrown greatly.
Recent reading : Max Perkins biog, not particularly
deft but full of quoted ITBterial between P and his writers .
'J.:bunbed ttru Thorn Birds the:s otber night , surprised at
h<M i re pt it is ; remirrl er of why writers like ne are
prone to mutter, Jes~ I can cio tta t goo:i .
In midst of above graf , Archie called, we gossiped for
about 20 minutes . Told him about the G' hei m windfall
letter, possbty of using it on Swan resea rch . He hcrl told
ne at lunch m Is think:i.r€ of trying for G ' heim, i:K) too
way too JTBterial arrived to me is a double blessing,
rrakirg it plain I ' m not aping his plans . He's also
waiting word from Alaska Airlines about do~ their
SO- yr biog for them; bhinks they 've been scared off by
his asking a reasonable salary for the jobo
Aug . 4--Change i n routine y ' day which only convinced me
that I'd better stick to writing . Hearing on Shorewocrl
Hills developrrent was held at county courthouse, and
while lave Daly arxl Die k Lankf crd spoke on too eroo ion
problem, I was too only ore to question the number of
lots in the plat, and their size . I also was 1he only
one to bring the developer, Jim Sinclair from tm end
of this block, to his feet; otmrwise, surrlry hired guns
handled it for him . Milrl argunent amorg his surveyor,
Chflnoweth, ne and tm hearing examiner on lot sizes
compared with Imis Arden . I felt at best JaXti halfept; it al ready was costing too a day of work to go
dovtn am face the 1'l'.ll1l'OOi lineup licki~ Mleir lips over
the developrie nt 1 which Ir obably invo 1 ves mor e than
$12 million , aro I si. mply don ' t have the arguil'l!
exi:srtise a)oud , nor1he arrogance, to do well .

A~ .

h, cont'd, 3 :l.iO pm--Ah, and the really revealing
and ironic detail of the hearing : early on, a baldi~,

expensively tailored lawyer whom I had figured as the
Boeings 1 hired gun revealed himself instead to be
Pendleton Miller, lawyer for the Highlands and the
Seattle Golf Club. He began by saying he was surprised
there 1 d been no EIS filed --! take it, an implicit
threat there--then oomplained that the H ' lands a.rrl
golf people ha:ln ' t heard anything of the dev ' t ldiJI
until readi~ of it in last Sun 1a pip er . Then cane the
pcwerful envtl :up: point he had come to argue: the
golf cour se is watered out of Boeif'€ Creek, am if
hillside runoff is increased, tbe watering apparatus
will be clogged . Much respect given to all this, the
examiner leaving the hear ing open to get wha. tever
agreement can be worked out betn Highlands am devlpr
into ths record . If the hillsides are indeed prevented
from ercrling, it 'll be because of the Highland golfers .
Have spent most of day transcribi~ notebook entries .
We meet Frank and Lucie's plane at 6. Jean cane I or
lunch the other day, ard in shcwirg her the first copy
of SKY, discova-ed how oonvinced C is that her folks
aren't go~ to lile sonl! of the stuff in the book; said
she doesn ' t want them to see it "*tile they 're here,
would rather that trey get sent a oopy a fter they're
back in NJ. I of course had my apprehensions some time
ago, which I told C alx>ut, but I didn ' t realize she felt
them so strongly. My hunch, and hoJ:X3, is that SKY
will simply becone something not talked about among the
l..t of us--that my smcess, if any, gets accepted and the
book itself ignored . Much dislike the situation, and
can see, say t that SKY isn ' t something F & L can gladj'y
show friends to brag aboo.t, but I see nothing to d:>
about it, except f r ankly warn them that they won •t lile
some of the material, and we 'll have to agree to disagree
about the need for it in print .

Aug . ll--Have managed a fairly busy week, though of the
variety that it's mrd to see precisely what's been
accomplisted . TcxJ<v, I did pull out tre G'heim file,
begin thinkiQ? about the project surmary needed for it,
arrl its bearing on Winter Light . Also spend mtch time
trying to think thru promotion of SKY, and to w rk away
at the details of it .
Y' day had lure h with Harriet am Alice, am in effect
cut the bridge to Pac s. Harriet showed as much remorse
as I 've ever seen out of hEI' --which wasn't mtc h, a quick
mock grimace, biting of her la.1er lip. But in fairrass,
she was in a state y'day, which evidently had nothing to
do with me, tm t I found considerably worris ome--so
distracted and logey I began to wonder if she was sedated,
er extrene ly defPressed, or what . I wonder new if ste
is a well woman. But maybe ~e is; she was will~ to
talk busiress a bit back in Alice's office, and said with
some sorrow , 11 I chn't suppose you want to talk about any
assignments, then?" I said no, that JTB gazine writing seems
to have become sLCh adead end that I ' mintendill$ to do
only what spins (£f from books, or a few national. pieces a
year, if trey i:resent themselves, fer the publicity of it .
Told her it was difficult for me to do, since I 'd wanted
to be a mag writer sire e I was 18 , and had been om , ore
way or another, s:i. nee I was 20 . She and Alice seemed
genuinely thrilled for me about SKY--1 showed them the
jacke t--arrl I think H is not ungenerous in hopiq; I do
well; but ste evidently won't contribute a dollar more
in article fees tc:Mard that end . After she'd gore to her
office, I asked Alice how thi~ s are , she said about as
ever, tre magazine gets bigger arrl better a.rrl the edit 11
staff- -ter am Elly--stays tre same size. Said ore proble n
is tre perpettal ~ hieing off after new projects, such
as the film festivalo
We ha:J lunch at tre Kalinka near Pike Place, newly openec
6 or 7 Russi~ sailors were at one table, tad been there
all mcrn and soowed no signs of leaving. We were joined
by the guy \ob o r uns Plants Alive ma g- -sorre booy Mars ton-and two of the -wo rre n on his staff. Told them about the
Life coverage , which interested them, esp ec:ia Uy the woman
who does PL's promo arrl publicity.

Aug . lL. --10 a .m., have been orm phore mi.x:h of morn. Called
J an Mason at LIFE to ask ti' she 'd be one of my G' heim

references ; she said she would . Also gave me the news that
the reunion s t<ry is likely to be tamped d~ n to 7 pp . or
so--which given the number of reunions !TRY ne an mostly the
group family shots . Also a chance it nay be beJd CNer to
the second is sue--ls t issue to be on stands Sept • 25. So ,
the editor:ia 1 flununc»ei~ which always was a pr ospect seems
to be happeniq;; I had th ooght it might not, given the
amount of time and money beiq; SJ:ent, l::ut shouldn ' t have
deluded myself . Surprisi~ly, I ' m not much bothered by
tt-e stepped-dcwn proSJl3 cts of the story (rra.ybe wt-en the
house enpties again and I have quiet time to think I W'ill
be bothered ) •
-Cal led Rhoda immediately afterward , was re~ved to have
her volunteer tl'e news that HBJ pub 'y dept al ;eady had
called Lti'e , been given the \ol) rd (but in someWha t mere
hopeful tones than I got from Jan , I thought) . Real news
is that SKY ' s advance sales into tha tookstores is J3Jl+ ,
which Rhoda says they consider good and which is about
twice what I would have expected, inasmuch as tre only
review to date is Pub Wkly .
Last rright , !went to AEJ cnnvention buffet at HUB , us~
C' s ticket f r om her r eg ' n fee , and looked up Larry SchneideJ
am Bill Chanberlin . Also saw, briefly, Bill Ames , R~er
Sirrpson, m d :Don Pernber--and was interviewed by Billee
Lewis for her reporti~ d.ass on why I chose not to be
a ~ournalism pr of. Larry S as ever ra s rrany projects in
the air , driven by wishes to be doing somefuing besides
what he is; Bill C as ever is hopeful about his future at
NCarolina • In general, and C co rrme nted the same, cornill;
hona steanrl.~ after the jargon of the evening session she
atterded , the j ' m profs seem a pret~ seedy lot .
Night be.fore that , C am I went to U T0o1er to say l'ello
to Ralph and Kathryn Johnson . Ralph now is edit ' l writer
with Tole do Blade after hi tti.ng tha tm ure shoals at SI1I.
He 00.s changed bar ely a whi ta in appeararee in lh year s;
frurrl I still lil<e him a lot , tho our relationship is a
bit more tentative than in too Decatur days . One thing I
firrl, perhaps as result of all the remembering for SKY, is
that I have a clearer chrono ' l o m nem ory than most of
my friends - -Ralph, for ire tance , unabJe to place just where
I was in the gamut of people re wor ked with in Decatur , jusi
as Karl Krueger no lo~er en uld remember where I fit into
his Rotar:ian years .

Aug . 22, S p.m.-- Diary has cr umbled recently un:ier
pressure of SKY promo work, sundry company, etc . Have been
noting tlB promo stei::s in seµirate notebook; they're begng
to fill pages . Things continue to go well with SKY. Y' day
came the Kir kus review from HBJ; Rhoo a said it was a rave,
but I didn ' t cr edit that fully until I saw it . At the em
of last week was tre news that Ti.n'.e interrls a review . NY
newspip er strike contin~s , which is a bind on HBJ ' s
intention of a full-i:ag e Book Revie w ad and a poo sib le
review .
Rodens coming for dinner at 6 :30 tonight; Frank & Lte :ie
leave early afternoon on tOa 25th . Their visit has gone OK
except for Lucie ' s intermittent snipi11$ --oftenest at Frank ,
considerable at Carol, occasionally at me . Carol has been
nippi .rg back at her when she gets too outrageous , which
whether it helps or not at least makes the situati. on more
interesting . What seems to have happened tiDIX is that I.ucie
has become enough of a Valium junkie that it suppresses
the top l ayer of ci vili ty--i . e ,, the f aci lity to think before
blurting romething nagful o Or so my baffled diagnosis goes .
Genise am Tana Arnst , Gene arrl Hazel Bonnet were her e the
18th-20th; all of us went to the Mariner s - Yankees game ohe
night of 18th, and I went with them the next night . M's ~n
2d game , 3 -1, on a 3 - hi t ter ; lost the 1st 6 -1 after seven
innings of pr etcy- decent basebal l . KGB Chicken from San
Dieg o was a t both games , and I thought he was terrific - hilarious , with great talent for spontaneous routines . The
19th, I t.oured the folks around the city --tbe locks, the
Vol . Par~ conservatory , Seattle Center for lunch , Antique
World, and finally the Breadline for a beer aid some suppa- - in a mara t.'lon day. Tara has taken to rre, ever si. nee I threw
big roe~ to s plash into Fish Creek for her end Toni , and
I spent much of her stay as surrogate father, holding her at
tre ball garre s , etc . Frank arrl Lucie quite char ll¥3d by rer ,
Lucie in particular .
--Took the oppor tunity last night , after sha..ri.ng Fr ank &
Lucie the Kir kus r eview , to warn them about the profanity
and few sex scenes in SKY. They took it in fast stride ,
Frank scarcely letti~ me finish before he said , Yeah, well ,
and was off ont.o oome tack of his am •
13th- 16th, Carol a tterrl ed t.he AEJ convention at UW . I
took Ralph Johnson to l unch at t he Hindquarter on the 15th;
think we found that we enjoyed each other considerably, even
i f we ha.dn ' t seen one another in J4 years . Ralph invited me
to Toledo if I make Midwest stopover th is fall o Next noon,
c and I met Bil l and Jeannie Chamberlin for lureh at the
Con t 'l. Bill thinks he's doing wml l at NCarolina. . Bless

A~ o 22 cont . --him; my O".rerwhelmi~ impression of what
portion of the AEJ I was around , -and heard a bout fro r:i C,
was vast relief that I didn ' t berome Ji j •m prof . C sairl at
ore point wrat a seedy lot the AEJ profs are, by a-id
lar ge .
Have r un the pa~t, 2 days , but didn ' t today. Feeling .fat
again , thrugh I doubt if I'm above 147- 8; can ' t find ti.me
to both run mJd sauna, given th1! eomplicated logis-tics of
visitors in the house .

...

Aug • JO--Rai ny, ch ill 4lay, after two nic e ones in which C
ani I tJid colossal amount of outs:iae chori~. Discovered
that liampwooi. termites, anti probabl~ ants as well, were
beginni~ to infest rotten wooli in eli'len steps and lan4l.scpe
trim; l'aul e4i it, and other rotten chun~ from woo4pile alo~
side of the shop, out of here in 4 Buick-loa4ls . Pull~ out
~·

lawn stepi left eapiflt holes, w«lich meant it was
lcgical tine to break up that portion of lawn an:i resee4;
I pie k.axeti and raked it into shape • Y' aay we al.so repl.acei
the trim pieces which bulkheati at tbat 2illJI end of the
lan4scaping ani rea4iea the gate area for iravelini•
Gravel trt¥:k came, dumpe4 l in criveway, which we managed
to spread mos-t of lil y•uy; other i awaits shcweli~ into
the gate area . Also, removed the woodpile along the shop
y'fiay morn by sort~ out anything that might attract tne
tenni tes, and putti~ the rest in the wooi. shea .
This mcrn,_Fote HBJ letters, arxi we 're going out to
lu.reh with Archie am to do downtown chores this afternoon.
C says she 's stiff after rran ual labor of past two days., and
has touch of cramps as well, but claims she 1 s okay-.
Frank mi Ll.Cie left last Fri4ay, the 25th, for Calif.
Day before, Carol went to Seatt1.e-C91-ter at 6 :15 a.m. to
stani in line for Tut tickets for us . She was home with
them before 9-. We went about noon, walked right in to the
exhibit . Very fine to see th! artwork; we remanbereti some
of it from t\'rJ Loni on version, and F & L both seemed to
enjoy it as well . Crawtis inside not really as heavy -as
I had expe cteEi; tiisplay cases coulJi be approached. from
all 4 sitl es, and occasionally we had to wait a minute or
two before gettirg up clooe, but toe new was good . Went
to Suniay's for-lun::h afterwarti, somethi~ of a semie uccess with Frank; Carol tatJ tal<en him aD1i Lucie to
Boontiock's a couple of tia~ before because i.t has th!
vastest nenu in town, am he 'a still nanaied to orfier

Aug. 30- -cont .-- an omelette in which 1h e cheese was
11
strirgy'1 • -The finicldmss of F & - L - - Frank on fool,
Lu::ie on any kin:i of !_iousekeepi~ - -is a considerable stress
~uring their visits .
The worse stres s cane up again th is
t1.ms, too, tho: Carol hai to 1T1ake a run-wi-t:h Frank 1D the
emg_cy room of U Ho~i ta.l, early evening_ of the Tut iay,
for wha. t p-o ved to be soim hemhrril bl eetiing. On om of
t-heir visits, she mae a pair of r\ll'l$ when Frank was hit
with angim; thank goi that's Ullllier control with his
ne tiica tihon.
Went to John ani Jean's for a 9.rlnk late Sund·ay afternoon
after they put Lisa on tre plane for Wisconsin; John was
changing oil in Mercedes in his iriveway, Jean was painting
the garage .
Monday night, were inviteti to supper by Schneiiers, at
the ir temp or ari ly rent ed. plac e next door to their own hoo s e .
Larry has a saa9atical, will sperlli the fall 1.n African
seminar at UCIA ani then ma_y be back U:R here. He seems in
gooi moo9, tho as alw~ womering about- what tiirection to
take -i.n life . Much interested in Sky, urging me to consider
a more knClilleigable ~ent than Ann because of 1he grow~
fimncia l stake I have in my work . To]j- hiiilI mull it · - someti:nes, anti will have t-o talk :i:t over with her, but so
far tm aavantages of not havi.ng to watch an agent acr res
the iis tance of a contimnt have been well worth it to ne.
Last-njg"bt, -we went to Gapitol Hi ll tor iinner anll to go
to Harv~ra Exit f9r Key Largo . Has a drink at t he Broaciway,
looled at the nenu ani ieciti ed we 'a eat there, sat arou ni for 10-15 min. on the tromis~ they were goirg t.o seat us
promptly, then walked out. Went to tm Deluxe tavern, wtere
we hadn't been since it was remo4eled, walked in to fini
that it was "hat n:iiht" --«rinks 5~ for anybody w.eari~ a
ha to Place was full of wili hats- -Well~ton shmli have
have seen it --anii more to the point, i t was full of a guy
t the-next table wo al ~ma-ted between talkill; in a sh-0ut- ane sirgi~ in a shwt. A minute or so after we sat dCliln,
the guy at talale behini ours went to waitress ani complainei:
it sinmer ed. •~n the Eilouter only slightly.. After a bit,
a streetwalker who was a caricature of 'tiol t be tradebuxom, in a dress that looked more like a black slip, reiihaire4-- caim in and sat in lap of a f'riene at table next to
tm shouter 1 s . She'd. been there aoout 3 minutes when she
took exception 1o somethin~ tbe shouter saia to another
womm at her table.; sh_e pick~ up a scotch and water and
tossei it, glass and all, at the shout er. Terrific crash

Aug. 30 cont.-- of glass arrl ice, chairs scraping back and
tippirg over as sre tried m stalk out huf'fily ane as the
shouter charged hot after her. He caught her just outside,
at corner of the intersection, ani grabbed and slapped her;
sne got the worst of it, but gave- him a liclr or two with
sw:Lrgs of_ her_ purse . A snaller black --the......shouter was
tall am sturey--anti a guy on the street broke it up after
a couple ~ minutes. T 'a mld Carol after the fi-rS"t mi11ute
.or so of the shout er that i t rem:i.DJ ed me of be.irg back in
Dupuyer or so~ other Montana bar, and sure enough . Helluva
-iot more interestiitt tham all the Perrier sippers at k the ·
Broadway, certainly.
Current readiitt : Brower ' s T~ starship and the Canoe,
which I like quite a bit. Recently read Families, by Jane
HCMad, on reconrrend of Jan Mason; sone goc9. material, but
thin . H<:Mara quotes too mu::h to try get intellectua 1 and
historical ooneent in. Also, m-ve Tere-ae- True Grtt, anfli
skimmed biog of Willa__Qath.er; read 1tv" Antonia a few weeks
ago. Curious problem, perhaps simply nerves durlr:g C's
folks-' visit, o! being -restless and tiscontent·eC. lri.th
r.eading_ch@.ces r_e_cently. _!_hink j._t_m~ be som~ &nµ~t.y
toward wanting m start the next book.
Ttre summer' s nearly gom - -le aves beginni~ 1x> oome ti<Mn
in earnest in toaay' s wini --and it 1 s been a:s: a si. ~ular one .
Have haEi the oontinaal sensation that there 111 never be
another ti.Ire in m:y life quite like this: the waiting for
SKY' s pJ.Jb ' n,
retoolif€- of_ lllVSel! fran m.gazim writer
towar« writer of books, the accumulating feel~ of
accomplishment which e seems Ito share, tha:nk god . SKY
likely is not g.oing to be e. worldbeat~_r Q f a seller;_ NY_
pi.per strike and tbe "literary" tag on the oo ok nay ho:lii it
oack: a lot , iii fact. But there see!T5 a good chance it will
set- me up as a hardback wr iter--gmci I'm beginnirg to have a
hunch , thinkllg a head to Winter Light , trat maybe I can Gio
a pre tty ianih good. j <i5 o-f that.
Sonething 1.ei't arer in the nemory from the Bonnets'
visit : I noticed in Gene tbe capicity, which I'd previousl y
noticed in I{aroni ChaAllwic k, to be genuinely mt huse& aoo ut
the su:: cess of yow:g er mm • Qene 1 s ioonti on of Wayre m d
Denis i n their jobs, and bis interest in rrry writiili, brought
it to miii ~t is- no sne.11 generosi.ty, for an aging person
to think-we.JJ_ ot:__oo_ne_ane mu_ch _yolU'lg_er_; it ex: curs m me naf
that both Daa and G'na could tio so , would surprise me often

t™'

Aug. 30 cont.--Curi~ my Montana trip; with tN!ir ent~~~'m
for Bernie Luc as or Spike Short at John Musgrove, mos}Otwhom, ironically, were still stuck in m7 mini as snot nose
kjji s. This my be another of the western - nesses I lile.
John remarkedl, after he anti Jean we-re here a for clillm'r
while_Frank and Lu:ie were visitirg, tmt Frank aoesn't
seem much impressea with mi writing way of life. That-,-s not;
strictly-true; his conclueion was drawn from the usual
dinner conversation--it's actually annual, in tre conjuretio:
of the Rodens and Hullers iuring tne Mullers' visits-- of
New Jersey am insurance, by Frank, and my be~ content to
let him talk, since it's what nakes him happy. Also, I'm
wil li~ to bet that Frank likely teuts me, in absentia, to
his frienas as egregiously as he touts-ttem to JT8 in his
talk. But John cioes have a point in that there's very
little deference to accomplish:rrents by C-a.ro 1 or me, from
ei tber F or L, -0n such oc.cas:i-OIJS . A cultural _.if!ereree,
p:i rhaps , and again I. fi.ni the _West's versi on mare open and
generous.

Sept . 9--The mllm rk of the past few days ms been that
-whenever I- pie-k ap -the pbo-m ,.-trn mou-thpie-ce grip stilLLswarm from its last mrrlli~. It has been an astourrling
pericxi, -beginning arouni noon on Wed. the 6th, when John
calle d---into our new message machire ; I was at a drug store
buyir:g envelopes to mail books in--to pass the word from
Pat Kelley that I had a rave review in Tine. Bob Ke'lley
had g-0m dcun to. a IEwsstand in F.dmonds --about-9~30 that
morn, pie ked up a Time an:l cama acroes the review and-iro ny--the Brian Lanker pie of me. He was much excited-for- a guy who's never net me ~ace-to-face lB 's bean-dau'l---interested in the took--a.n:i wanted to phone ne at once .
Pat wouldn't let him: "No, he's writing at this ti.me of
- day. 11 So l:'B put the review in the mail to ne, Pat mentionec
i t to John wl-en srn called trying to mach Jean about
something, ani poor Bob, tre earliest begetter of the news,
at last pho:red me abOut 8-that night, in quite a gracious
airl per ceptive call.
So, I hcrl heard from John aoout ann oiir before Carol Rill
called, just af::ter 1. Ste- was- hugely-E11t n used, said the
review quoted ne at unprecedented le~th , read ne the
unquoted chunl<B, told me I deserved it all. Also in tlB
conversati~n made the half-joke that J-<Nanov-ich ma a-s-ked
her if they have me under oontract .for my next book.
Carol and-J-ean- ha--d been shopping at Pil<B-Place . 'Wren
they got back to Jean's, John told them, C cane home, began

Sept. 9 co nt.--phonirg around to find copies of TDE,
had 3 set aside for her at 0 Book Store, went and got 'em.
Fred Olson was to drop by that evening with negs for more
publicity pies of me. I called John arrl Jean to oome over
for a drink lllhlnmc~; J&J and Fred arrived about
the same time from their separate directions, I told Fred
wtat was fP ~ on, they c8ll'B in arrl there was tte cdd silent
scene of the tbree of them each reading the DIVlill• pages i.n
Time while I sat blinking at them . J&J stayed for trout
supi;er, Fred vfry reluctantly and tardily went hone to bis
son's birthday party o
Great difficulty in get t~ to sleep that n:ig ht, but felt
okay the next morn even so. Had C get 100 copies of review,.
in 1B r handsonely laid-out edited version, at Copy Mart,
drop off negs at Price •s for more pies. I mailed reviews
and worked on Montana letters and the likB all day, until
we walked Green Lake in late afternoon .
Forgot to mention of Wed. afternoon: we were scheduled to
go up to Shoreline audio lab to transcrib e SKY interview
segnents onto casette for me to send to Nat'l Public Radio,
.and di.d-so even-after news of the ..revierA . New yourg_
tec:hncn named Iavid, 2rrl day on job, juggled hookups and
equipment, ltlile I bad to fish out the wanted segments by
guesswork listening --the counter on the lab equipllBl t
didn 't tally at all with tte ore on tm Wollensak--and in
about hr ancf a ha.1! we rad it done .
Y'day, sat cbln_1'irst thing and did more nailims of
review, to people in Montana, alumni pub'ns, etc.--about
2 dozen, as f as""t as I could type . C nailed them for me
pronto i«ien the post o.ffice opened. She'd also done the
TfB iling chores, either then or day before, of sen:ii ng off
copies of SKY I autographed to Tom Brokaw of Toda;r shoT
and Steve Bell of Gd Mar~, America. Mid-morning, I
wrote covf!!' letter to Susan stani:>erg of Nat'l Public Radio,
to ~ with the casette of interviews and autographed SKY.
It went faster than reckorad , and by 10 we had time to go
up to track aid run . By just after 11:30, we were at
Juan Miguel's for Iunch--md callEJd Cli.nt to see if he
could meet us, and incred:ibly, he was there ahead of us .
He asked JJB hOiol I was, I grinned and fished out a Ti.me
review for himo
After lurch , headed for Miller & Murgo, to sign their
copies of SKY as Peter Miller bad askea. On the street
met Delphine Haley, who 1d seen Pac S's review copy of SKY,
thought the cover spectacular . Tjlked with her 15 min. or

Sept . 9 cont.--so, discovered she shares my discontents with
Pac S, is specifically ticked off at penurious job dore in
illustrating her new books on whales . Went on to M!cM,
Miller wasn't there, we headed for tli for small chores and
then hone .
Clint had told us m 's-net a new woJTia'l - -at a disco i.nSacram3nt o, and I'm not aire the eyes of both C and I didn ' t
involuntarily ro ll up into our eyelids at that - -and wondered
if' he could come -by with her. We said sure, arrl about 9,
Clint arrived with her- -Ti.a Gemmill- -and Jack an:l Liz.
Remarkable out pourirg of greeting to na from Liz - - since she
shares some sheep .-ranching background, she feel$ quite a
kinship to the book. Jack brought 2 bottles of champagne.
We drank arrl talked for next 3 hours. I am trying to be
careful to get othel" people talking on other topics than
SKY, tbinki~ it heal thy not to dwell on it 100%; gcrl knew s ,
it domimtes E!loo.gh anywayo When trey left, C tumed to me
and :said, "My- g<Xi, Tia is another Kathleen!" Which, I had
to admit, is atou t right, though we refined ~ it to the
opinion that Tia seenE to have fewer brains and an even
less substantive pa st-tilan Kathleen , 1ilhom we- have leanied
to like a bit . It seems to us Clint is pie kipg tY12s who
are the exact opposite of Linda, with her quick, fo rmi.d able
int-elligence o
Among the phone calls y ' day were Malcolm Doig of Cherry
Valley, Ill . , near Rock.ford, an outdoor advtsg guy who saw
the -'l'iDB review an:i wondered if we' re related; Archie
Satterfield, lbo had been told about the review by Zaretich,
m
said he was pleasantly astonished at the total lack of
any snideness in a Time review (sane point made by Bob
Kelley, w o said in the old days a second writer would be
assigned if the fir st one h a:in' t been snide enough, and by
Carstensen, who called Thurs. night an:i didn 't. even say
ll3llo, just asked "Do you know this fellow Trippett?"); and
by Jan Bateman - -Margaret had;;potted the review for her.
Jan seemed gE!luirely thrille or ne; she said sh! ' d passed
the news tc a moch- respecte friem dor..n trere Dlt by
saying we all have nmtors, and C and I began bei~ hers
rrany ~ars ago .
--a point from Archie : he speculates that the SKY cover may
be from a personal JBinting by Paul Bacon; said he thinks
Bacon d:id the .JAWS illustration.

Sept. 9 oont.-- C asked Ire at supper last night i f I have a
f ee-i for where th is is heading. lielluva pertinent question,
an::i while L have some gut feel about the moI1Bntum of SKY,
. I don't have any clear predictions . We did sort out these
· con~lusions: t~t given tne NY newspaper strike, just as
publisl'Brs are lS$uing thei.-r-!all books, tl'B review in
Time, with 4.S million c:irculation,is near pricelass. That
SKY eviaently already--20 aays short of publication date-has achieved the basic I wanted: establish me suffici.ent-J..y:
as a writer to give me ~ba.cmt amorg pbblisher:-s for whatever:future ~ooks I want to do. That r shruldn'tbe in hurry to
sign next contract with HBJ- -try put i.t of£ unti 1 NY trip
in Nov. - -but thad:. it would be best to get advance money in
this ca.J.errlar yr . That the rear vali.s of the Tine review
nay be anorg booksellers, catching their attention and
gettirg them to push Sky.
- Told C that I a1s o feel the Time review was sornewbat
grander tm n th€ book deserves; om of .Tripp~tt 's longest
quotes was from the "rote moments" section on nemory which,
C and I agree,
wtere the boo1c comes closest to pretentioo"'8nes-s-. -! 'm-asto-mshed- that--a.-ll- 4 review.s-.so---far- simply have accepted, without comnent, the prism pieces on
nerii cry • C said 'that it may be

rs

Sept. 14--Interrupted myself in mid-senteme above, haven't
rrBnaged to open the diary unti 1 nGt, which si:;eaks for how
busy a t~ this is . Have s~nt the da mos~l~ on G' heim
application, which I am edgy about because this is the
most dtstract:ing -ti.m I mu J.d pas sibly be-worki.nelon it-.
Did mka progress today, firrl:ing a q uote lead fot the
project description, some form for it, and I think a lead
for my career-descript1.on. I nay be making a grievous
mistake ~ not trying to tap help from David Wagoner,
R~er Sale, Annis Dillard, but if I read Hoagland right,
it's going to rm tter-most who the jooges are, rather ttlln
the referenceso Anyway_, I 111 survive without the G•reim,
if that •s the way it goes.
Am: tiTed--walk a-roond Green Lake did pr-oduce same ideas
~d wox:_di_ng for the application whic!J. I've just forced
onto paper--ar:d can only put down a few bare details of
what tre Time review has meant : imp-Fessed loeks from
~opl~ such as booksellers, I meet now; at least two
~omnenfS,bapparently unironic (from Peggy o and Irene
J,.ia~n / a out me being_a millionaire now; int-erviewer"8
asking 100 what writer:-s have influenced me .

Sept. 25--H~ remarka ble a time this has been . Last
lllid -week, Wed. or Thurs., a letter cane f rom Ainsley
congratulating me, and irentioning a review of Sky in
too ChiTrib. When I found it at the lW library, the
review proved to be- pairing of Sky and John Fis-cher's
From the High Plains--much to the detrinent of Fischer,
whose work I much admired all too years ago when he was
column-writing in Harper 1 s . Sky got elevated to- the
league of Son of Middle Border_, Woll' Willow an:i StopTima, Fischer got called- "addled. 11 Most impressive
--review, however, rerre.i. ns Robert Kir-sch 1 s in the I.A Times,
A line near the end of his stuns me with its rightness
each time I read it: "In our arrogant worship of the new
fonns we sometimes forget that the treasures ef menary
and the linkage of too youl"€ with too old are t te
ingredients of saga. 11 Kirsch evidently is om of the
doz en-en- so top crit ies to whom Carol Hill wrote on
Sky's behalf, arrl tM result 1s a near}'miracle of a
review.
Have been hearing from friend after f:riend--Bob
BQyt!.ton Ral:Qh Johnson, Ainsley, a renarka bly impressed
letter from Carstensen, -phorie-calls fromAckerman am - Bill Tidynan--am been getting phone caJ.1.s frgm stra~ers
such as a river guide in Idaho and Paul Pintar ic h of the
Oreg' n, sinq:ily to tell me how moved they were by SKY.
Ann McCartney told me she first cried on P• 5, which I
toJE !ler was a national record that i:robably would starrl.
Lirrl a remarked--after her initial phone call y•aay tO
repert a call from Jan which ssaFed- tbe &::> cks- of.f us,
until it emerged that Margaret arrl Jan's friends on the
SCene evidently lmCW What I 5 goirg On-- -£bat she WaS
about to read the final 40 pp., and that. the book had
been ju.st beautiful . Said she 1 s been composing letters
of praise to me in her head al 1 week, whicb is remarkbl
from my bluntest f'ri-end. C and I llad dimer at Linda's
a weekend ago, and when she started questioning me about
Winter Light, I sighed and said, only half-jolUqf, that
I had just defamed Sky to the ~world for six years and
for a few weeks at least-would be daJT1red i f I ' d do the
saire for WL--to irust me, the book W«> uJd worlC . LiJi:ia
took it in gr-eat sptrlt, said saneone in SeaFirS-t
currerey deali11$ t~ her the worst fate was to be
known as a counter-indicatcr--someone who sells , so

Sept. 25 cont.--everyone then buys because the c-i i.s
bow'rl to be wrong. Laughed am told her she wasn •t
quite in that category with me yet .
Otoor socializi~: Daheims were here night of the l5th,
learned Dave had gone to Hollywooo this sununer arxi
ne.naged to get hinEelf m agent. There's still a crance
~
hit it bjg--: Last ThurS,-we went to Ann and Ph~l • e
for Ann's birttxiay;- also there were Dixie Canfield and
Annes friend Mary~' a dental techncn at Sh ' line.
Sne.llest gatherirg of the sort I 1 ve ever been a:t at Ann 1 s,
and the best. Some things about Ann set mp teeth on
edge--rer emotioral swings, and her p!nchant fer plannirg
us into events --but in fairness I ' m overreacti.r€ on al 1
this: she's been a hell\1'1 a goo:J frierxi to us, and an
exemplary hWTBn being, pulling l'erself together in life
to an extent I wouldn't have thought paisible oone years
ago. Also, Carol points out that I have the same penchnt
for pJa nnirg ahead--on yellow pads and scheds, the only
diffce be~ it all involves only me--and that the speech
J»ople at Sh'lim, and Ann in particular, have resporrled
quickest and moot genet"ously to Sky: Ann had a copy,
already had read well in to it, Louise Douglas - had a
couple--Ann had a secorrl copy as b 'day gift for her dad-Dixie had a oopy, and the bunch of them had bought a oopy
for Morry Hendrickson as gift during his hosptial recupn .
Which is all worrlerfully generou-s .
Rriday, I had lureh with Den Peters, talled writing,
generally enjoyed Den, probably the most wi. dely read
and interestingly-talented of C's -Sh'line colleages.
C began fall quarter this morn, a few minute_s ago; a
marvelous break has been that me Iha doesn 1 t have to
teach English, for the 1st tine ever, and that gives her
only two sets of class prep 'ns, mass nedia and semantics.
Has brightened her outlook on the oollege greatly; on
the other hand, negotia tl J'l$ sessions res~ this week.

nay

Sept • 26- -Sone reactions to SKY, or-r athe r the Time
review , in past few weeks: Marsh reports that Cam DeVore
read it am said, typically, not that he'd like to rea:i
the book but that-he-•d like to 111e-e t ne . Aro~side the
_review Qn M' s office bulletin_ bq_ard, one of bis buddies
wrote: "Anothr ore of Nelson 1 s starving artist clients. "
Carstensen wrote a somewhat flabbergasted letter of
p raise. Doroth_y Be§t<r told C tha~s~e had held my book
in her hand at Carstensen 's the night befcre, and wanted
to meet me .

Oct. 4- -Belated catching-up on the regi oral booksellers
meet at ~nd of last week. I continue full-time on-SKY
promo, tho am heartily sick Qf the flow of letters I've
put out in i:a st months . Other than that, it's !11 golden.
OH wrote that sbe 's resubmitting- SKY to-Bk of the Month,
hoping they'll take it as alternate; odds are still
against it, but better by far than before the Time review .
W"ren I -met-Mile-Romano, HBJ sales director, be t.o ld me
ads will go into_new~ers in Boston"' Wash. DC an::i_!.A_,_
and I learned from Mont. booksellers tl'ey're being offered
co- op- r-adio- advtsg--HBJ pay:i:rg 7)% . Archie eame out with
the ultimate review in Sunda_y' a _f-I, with hilarious lead
alx>ut Sky being oo good the critics are lini~ up to lick
my-boots; also .did sidebar on-tbe--jacket-art, a surprisin€
_ arrl deft_ piege of xmck reviel'ling_.
Booksellers meet, at Wn Plaza , was a· throng-- more than
600 booksellers registei:-ed, a'oout 180 pubJrs with displays
K~thy M.ulherin called about 9 :30, when I had begun to
~rrler when in mil I wou1rl hear from hE;r ; typically, she
nad everything-in band, asked if I eould come d-own p-re.tty
soon, I went 'Within about an hour. Fourrl her at_HBJ
table, which forturately was in 1st row as you turned
rigbt into the Plaza ba-llroom: the place was a maze ef
pub'rs tables, with sone stuck i_!!to back roons. I take
it tbe placetJel'lt was a tribute to K 's buddyship with tl'e
booksellers 1 brass-, because she to-1rl roo HBJ haa been late
registering . I began sig¢.ng_!?ooks _, an:i bookse_ller s
began to filter past the table; K had brought 100 coplbes,
with admonition from her boss, Romano, to.at- she 1 a damn
well better be able to g_et rid of •em. Patricia Holt of
Pub •rs Wkly came by, questioned me a hit aoout being a
wr iter-at tills em Of the COUJlt.ry ;-I gave her_ a 8 icy

Oct. 4 cont .--Met Karlann Coughlin of Bool<s West in
Kalispell, am one of her staff; said 1hey 1d aiready sold
8 copies of SKY, and the store in Whitefish already was
doirg raclio ads; re ard from s-omeore that Karlann later
touted SKY in one of the pam 1 sessions she was in on.
Believe Archie did the same in hisjilrel -.
--In midst of- writing above, Carol Hi-l-1 called, te -say
they'd put SKY out to reprinters.
None of
..__
- nass market
p'backs are interested--"trey all say it's magnificently
written, but tmy oon 1 t see a oomm&rcial- pro"8pect. 11 The
lore offer on trade paperback side is from Dutton, for
$4000, arrl 7~ royalty. CH said the choices are to take
it, or for HBJ to do its -own trade p~ack , - in Harvest
line . Asked her what her instircts are, she said I shd
nake decisi on on money basis, but eleroon ts to consider are
that my ~ ~ Dut ten advance wd be applied against HBJ
h'back advance,(thru either trad 11 pub 1 g practice or some
reading of the oontract I can't winkle out) and that my
- share of Dutton royalties- w::>Uld be 3 3/4%, against-6% on
Harves t. Asked her probable s:i:ze arrl date of Harvest runJ
-She guessed 10-~<X.fo , likely in sprl ng or- , tro is.' SKY - sells well into mxt year, fall of '79 -if -it doesn 't.
Then she said if it's a matter of me needing a few
thousand dollars, they oi.ght to be able to arrange that,
which seems to me the real sweetener in th:! dea-1 . Told
her I'd have to call Ann, talk it over, get back to her
so s'he can give Dutton deciSion this a.:fternoon .
- - Ann at onee said she likes the Ha~est line, surprisi~
roo with her famlrty, evidently from HBJ catal~ packet
and looking around bookstores; said me thought we ought
to S"tick with CHo Told ~r that was my instinct, too.
Added all?; le seems to me that it's better to have HBJ
pushing h 1 back sales to the u1:timate oefore bringing out
its own p 'back, rather--tt:e.n having an.o-ther- h.ouse ' s p'bks
cut into t i h 1 back sales • Also , HBJ has marketed SKY
pretty well so far. Further, ~ poJ.ntea out tbey're
still frB"e to offer nass mar-ke-t -rights .again if S(Y
becomes best-seller; I'll see if she wants to make the
Harvest arrgmnt - contingent'" on poss oty of o-rfenng X:Dltl
trade- p ' bk rig hts again, to~ .

Oct. 4 cont .--CH aJs o reported that she 1 d recvd a 11 paean11
of a letter from Ray Billirgton alx>ut SKY; sa:id she'd
i:ass alorg a oopy. Also, of too B of M resubmission, she
grUJTbled that it ' s a Club book i f she ever saw one.
-From Arm Nelson , when I calledM her : Marsh had dinner
last njght with Jim King of s. Times, wondered aloud why
the Times hadn't yet had review of SKY wten P- I, Chi Trib,
LA TinBs, Tine all l'Bdo K~ said, you mean we haven 1 t?
Asked mne of- lx>ok, wrote it d~- -which .Marsh says is
reputed to be tl'e sign that re •rgenuinely raise hell
alx>ut something, when he writes it downo Marsh was be re
tl"l! other night to have me sign a couple ~f/bo oks lx>ught
by a sec 1 y, arrl I 1 d told him that , from er:vruntering an
embarrassed Larry Rumley at the booksellers meet, I
figured oo 1 d realized he 1 s missed the boat on Sky, rut is
so inept he doesn't knc:M what to do about it. Will be
interesting to see what happem now; if Rumley does get
in tou d1 , I must try l<eep poker-face ard say I know that
workirg with his distant deadlines--4 wks , I think it is -handica~ him, which it genuirely does.
Back tc th-e booksell""&rs : Kathy Mulherin, HBJ sales rep,
is !lane - red- haired, freckled, Irish, arrl tcugh& and
rough . She also is on almost a family basis with an
astourrlirg number of the region 1 5- booksellers, lDIDI many oJ
tmm worren of her age --mid-J)s - -cr ya.mgero KM, who ' s
been seeing a shrink fo r S yrs aid who admits openly to
all kirrls- of' guilt oomp-lexes and to having a mouth like
a ccrn cob as well, was darrl ling a baby borrowed from a
friend when Pat Holt of Pm Wkly cane by. Th Joycean
st-ream of conscious:re ss--is it tte Irishness?--KM. began
sa;y:i~ jeez, srn ru ght to have a kid , she's get ti~ to
the point where she 'll have tc forget it i f she doesn't ,
an:i promptly included Holt in a how-about - you colloquoy~
Pat, a good-loo~ blond, JI'O tested that she has a few
years J>et, then said what the pair of' tbem needed was not
a ma..n but a donor, mock- broadly nudged me ani asked what
I was doing ton:ight o I griml!Jd and said the onl y apptmt
I had was wi. th my wife, lb o was goil'€ to come dCM n for
lunch ard beat the hell out of the ooth of them .
Kathy and rer friend Alison Gregorson of' U of Utah
bkstore and I met Carol at Anniq ue 1 s for lure h, arrl as
"We -arrived K was amid soire lurid story Sie ' d been telling
Alis on and me aoo ut a weird - but - Clark-Gabliea guy she 'd
bad an affair with . C said later she blanched at the

Oct. 4 cont.--prospect of Kathy's language

ech~

thru

Ann:iqtl!I •s, which is one of 'tbe genteeler -restaurants

anywhere .

The luck which so far has attemed every 1;iurn
L. of
us in the dining-room, so apologetically seated us in the
bar~ which...:was _quie_t_and perfect o The food was excelnt,
snowed both KM a.Irl Alison, \oho went back the next day on
ner awn.
C care back to th_e___ book show with me briefly, tl'en went
to Sh'line for negotiating session. I hadn't been there
lo~, sitting atop the HBJ table with feet on chair seat
in s-cyrle which seemed most cornfo:rtable for my back, wren
a short gent edged thru tre traffic, blinled in surprise
at me, t1len said, 11 0h, Mr. Doigt-11 -Kathy' s boss, M:tke
Rona no, whom she had described _to ne as looki~ exactly
like a fr('.€, did n •t look that bad, but did prove to be
very New -York, -very I-tal:ian, very vo1.atile . Within-thefirst 10 minutes, he was recounting to ire sone_ blCM-up
he ' d had with a pair of HBJ trade edi to rs , having
trampled them for -not bei~ prepared enough in p r esntn of
tooir boo~_, Carol Hill evidently hm ~mediat~, which
must have made her dayo For my part, I noticed that
Rone.no seemed to pre£er to-be-c alled M±chael--referring
to himself t bat way--so I took consider able care to call
him Mile . At the end of the afternoon , he invited roo to
dinne r, I begged off, and instead we had a drink at
Tradari Vic 1 so The high point there wa§ when I casually
said s:imething about Stuart Harris having beoone the new
head of pul:> 1 ty1 an:I -a -pained look want over R ' s faee,
like Marceau ' s instant_cha.r!g~S. He asked if I_ lglew
Harris, I la ug}'>.e d and said I didn't lmow anybody but Carol
Hi1.l, he looked reliev'ecto He then as-ked ii' C am I could
have di nnex:. with hil!l the next nig ht , wondered U: I knew
of a good Japanese restaurant, because R is a cooking
bobbyist--ome madellis livi-ng-as a chef-- and had lived
in Japan for a few years, in am oµt, of ~he Navy during
Korea. I said I thrught we could !'ind something. Cane
none and called Bob Kapp of Far Eastern studies , who had
ome mentioned som place l1! tho~ht _was sqper _,_ where he
aro Mary K and 2 others had dropped about ~lOO o He told
ne it was Asut<a., at the Freeway -Park, arrl I made resvtns
in-ROJTano..!..s na.rne o When we walked in about 9 , after the
booksellers reception hour--mare on that t.o oome - of Sky bald; Anniqtl!I couldn't find a place for the

Oct . 4 cont . - - I told him the resvtns were in his name, anc
it was his ball ga.I113 . He looked pleasantly surprised , and
f_rom tren on was in maven , advisi?E us on our ordering,
explaining the ~ood to us , questionills the Japanese
waitress , exclaimirg over tne cordless table cooker on
which sbabu -shal::n~ was cooked: in all his cheffirK, he'd
mver seen ore o While Kathy at e and drtllk and mellcwed- soon had calrred to the point where she spoke up only to
announ:e she baJ.! a good buBz on - ~J;e talked ab.Q!!t his
background , which was varied and interesting: 2n:i gentn
NY I t alian, Navy duri ~ K--o?-ea , Tulane after that , sone
jobs ip acting and the chef ' s stint fo r a rich family in
Denver not so nany years ago, sales jobs with 7 pub'rs,
the longest -one 7 yrs at Scr ibner's . He arrl KM ba-ve both
been at HBJ 4 yrs this coming spring. KM said the next
morning the restaurant had been a dynanti.te idea; Mi..l<e was
-sti.11 so mellow when she drwe him -to t:M- airport the
~xt morn that he said he loved her work and would try
get her a raiseo
The secxmd day of t'te booksEtllers , I was to "Sign books
at l Q:30 and as Mi..k~ arrl I moved boxes of rooks to the
tab:Ie to be ready, we s aw that Willard Espy, who had the
p'revious !hr stint, stil l had a long line of- folks, and
was signing at roughl y the ~ce of: "Jones. Let's see
n0o7, is that J-O - N-E-S? Ah yes, let ' s see now ••• 11 as
he began to fill th:e a:rti--re ~ fl7leaf o K-athy, who loves a
crisis, _de.c.ided_we ' d simly t ake over 1he other end of
the table. A very aged, very frail woman was stationed
there, in1'ront of her knitwork-, or 'Wh-atever, whiehmust
ha.ice been featured in a book. In abou_!:. 2 minute~ It had
another tab:Ie commandeered across too lobby, tre 1i ttle
old l1idy scooped o-ve-r the re, and me it) p-1.ace si gni-1'€
bool<s • There w.as a genuine crowd; we gave away a boot
60 books in 45 minutes . At one point early on, RoIIBno
was agitatedJ.:y-urg±ng t-te p«>plB- to lire up so they wouldn ' t block t~ doorw~ to tte exhibits; he left fr»t
some r easo n, a.trl Kathy in tm- n hara~ued everybody to
loosen up, spread around the- table in less f-arnal fa'8hion .
The ~igning proveq easier than I expected: everyone wore
nane tags, I worked out a staniard phrase--"a reii8nbce frommy house of sky to yours 11--and while-signing f-airly
_rapidJ.y,_still managed to talk a bit to each_person.
~-------~ --------~------

---

--

Oct. 4 cont.--After the signing, I wandered the exhibit
tables, foun:i J'l\YSelf remgnized w.i.th surprising freqcy,
tTBt a number of books rep> --Harl.an Kessel of UCal Press,
to whan I tou.ted Mark Wymm 's book; a frierrlly bearded
~y mired Die k Sweeter, rep for Izrl iana U and sever al
other presses, who said he ' d recently been to MQntana and
samebc:x3y described Sky to him as tbe Co~ into the
Countiy of Montana. CatTB onto Merle Dowd, in a far
corner, introduced myself arrl sat and talked a bit. Merle
has astoniS hingly gocd line of l::x:>oks, what with tre city
guides and-now a new Dave Beck book, "Which will be plu~~c
on Gd 11ornirg,_ America. Archie wandered by, and I asked
what he was doing for lunch; he said he was about to
suggest it- to me. We -went dc:wnstairs, appro Ply-to th!?
Library Room, ~d buffet sandwich, courtesy of Ardl 1 s
P-I expense account . Gossiped for about an hour, Ardlie
reportirg he seems-to-be on "the outs with Dan Levant, who
no l~er sends him Madrona books an:i does his pub 1ty
by working the Watson column; Arch says he's baffled, tho
m knows Da:n-cons-iders him an Oz ark hie k . Said- he Is al so
acorned, cr.._at lejtst _g__Clo1ngraded, by Ellegoo~of UV Press . ~
Arch also surprised me by saying Sam wm tsisnane, tm p-I
nag editor ltto moved on to us, had tried to dis-ledge
Archie and the other culture folk and start fresh; said
his spe ci fie trouble with Sam seened to be over BOb
Peterson's Seattle Discovered book, P'son being an old
LIFE sidekick for Sam. Arch gave it lukewarm treattTBnt-i t.1s a lazy, seJf-indulgent l::x:>ok which Zoretich; as a
woTking photog, -positi"Vely raged against, poiRt~ out
there ~ren't arry peo:p_le in it exc~t Peterson's buddies
at the Weekly--an:i Sam wanted to wri. te a sidebar ne.xplng"
tl'B book, until Arch pointed out :lt-seemed odd to have tG
do a separate piece to explain a book.
An-yNay, after an easymm lunch--C thought it entirely
typ1.cal that with--a-conven~ion full of impel' tant oo ok
people, Archie and I wouJrl seek each other out and go off
by ourselves--! went aver to Wa.Jrlen's on Westlal<e, signed
the i r stack of books, and wmt hone. G's negotiations
were recessed for the weekerd so she was free to cone to
t'll3 reception with me , before we were to meet RoJTB.no and
Kathy for dinnero We go1r1here about 7 :30, found the
_ _ _ _place so dese.rted we couldn't even be sure that was too
site; booksellers seem to be the undrinkingest convtnrs
--~~·e've ever--been arourrl .

Oct. 4 cont .--Eventually people began to straggle-in. C
and I got ginger ale to have a protective glass in our
hands, sat down for the sake of my back, and pretty
quickly a good•loo~ mustached yo~ man- crune up and
~aid, Are you Ivan Doig? We're Ganr and Susan, and we've
col'l'l!l from Whitefish to have you sign JKX our book.
Susan (Bissell) runs the Book Shoppe in -Whitef1..sh 'With
a partner., and Gary, whose last name begins with ZJ is a
real estate appraiser. Told them to sit down and have a
drink, and-we talked for a- while. Susan is a very pretty
sunshine blond--the pair of t.hel'!l nade a ~ic tureoook
couple--arrl they turned out to be on their way to Sequim
to see Susan's brother; had tried to tine- their arrival
fer the reception to find me. Susan _said the HBJ co-op
radio ad is their first--she ' s beai in bufilmss 3-4 yrs.
They moved on-for -Sequim, John Pollock of the Mtnr-s
cane by. He had intro'd himself earlier in the day while
I wandered past the Mtirs table, I liked - him md was
l.mpressed as ever -with the Mtrrrs p~' g program, of whiGh
-..he_• s noK..._fJllktime diredtor • . He uicklI: brought over
Mtnrs pres Jim Sanford (?) and pub committee- manber - - Dohm de Shazo; Donna -promptly-got -under- ttM:t £kin of
Archie, who had arrived arrl was sit till?; with us_, by saying
rraybe they oould count on something . better than Jcel
C-onnolly-t s r-eviews if- the Mtnr s decided te rei-ssue
_Arch.!a...Yukon book; Arch tur_ned to ~~Rivera~ beside him,
and said in what C caught as joking - nanrer-that-was-not-ajoke, You better shut that-woman up . Arch got an apology
i'rom her tra next day. About in the midst of this, Pat
Holt cane by for me for Pub Wkly pie sre was setting up,
steered me off toward Ron Nessen. As she went te try
rouni up otoor a.Lthors, I found myself with a short,
dignified, grarrlmotherly lady, who I figured was GJ.enm
Firiley or sone other local children's author. I said,
are we to share. a pict\lre? Sre said, I don• t knew, have
yen written a boookkk? I told her who I was , said I was
sorry-but I didn 't reoognize rer: she said, "I ' m M.M.
Ka~ 1" --'l'old her... L' d seen the big _a<!_ I>~ h ~or_ The Far
Pavilions, sh:! asked sorrething about whether I knew
Injuh, ISaid only through the works of Fau-l-Seott

Oct . L cont .--"Oh," she said, "what a waste" - -rneaning
Scott ' s death, not my readi~ of him (I think) -- 11 there
.are so many we could have spared better . " The pie was
set up with me at right em c£ small crescent of authors,
Nessen at ].eft, in middle Thomas Sanchez of Rabbit- Boss ,
J..ooki~ terrific in 3 -piece cord suit, M.M . Kaye somewhr
down arouro my left elbow, a tall handsome guy on her
other side . After the Pub Wkly photog shot, in \bat
seemed pretty hapha11ard sty_le, I studied the guy anal said ,
Are you Jim Houston, an:i he was . Asked him over to meet
C, we talked a bit. I told him I thought the quotes fromhim in Pti:> Wkly interview about too West were very fine - he looked at rm asl<aroe until ~ saw I was dead seriol..S 1
tlEn talked a bit about the interview, and his recent
career o He ' s about 5 yrs olds- than I am_, hit it big
with the "Farewell to Manzanar" TV adaptn from his wife 's
book, ms big novel called Continental Drift coming out
\<ti. th Knopf, antbo called California Heartland corni~ out
\<ti. th Capra. F.duc 11 to talk to , as he 1 s a few ~ars ahead
of rm in this process: said it used to be-notody w:>Uld
.return his calls_, now proje_cts siJllply lin_e_ up . He teabhes
a fie tion course at Santa Cruz , said he thinks regional
work--i . eo , naki~ arrl mai-ntaining our rep ' ns as regional
writers-- is the only defense against NY blind-eyed
pub 1 g . He told Noel Yo~ of Capra he thought tllay could
get NEA Small Press grant for Heartl;m:i, and they did ,
$2500, which much interested meo
Sat . night , took John am Jean to dinner at City Loan
Pavilion, as more-or-less pub 1n day celebn , then went to
Rep t.o hear &iward Albee, who talked very well , evidmtly
without notes . Best story was of mking cultural tour in
Japrn urrler State Dept. auspices , being belatedly met by
.Japamse businessman who was to introdooe him s omewmre
and being asked , "Who are yru. ?" --which Albee deadpanned
that he aidn 't know how to take , whether it was a Zen
questi..on or what ••• He also spo~ for the J.lXllbl premise
that what differentiates man from other anillB.ls is
capacity for metaphor. That nay-be right,., but I've also
heard that tne key d iffereroe is that mm cooks his food .

Spokane , Oct . 9--KHQ appearance this morn; I
led off show with nearly 10 minutes , which
went in a blur . Deni Yamuchi , the co-host,
had thoroughly read the book, said she would
ask me about the capture of western language
in the book, which I expected --had sugges~ed
in letter to Cal Fankhauser, who normally hosts
the show--and then surprised me by saying she
also wanted to talk abou~ the instant decision
points of my life, the Hoots , why I didn ' t seem
to feel lonely as a child but showea signs of
it in later life, and about Dad treating me as
a tiny adult . I blinked and said, sure . As it
turned out , there was barely time to touch even
one or two of those . Her co - host, Bob Briley ,
chipped in early questions, also persisted in
talking to me as I was trying to narrate 'the
pies sequence: would have heen infinitely bette
off with Deni alone .
Anyway , it turned out with 1)en1 1--ead ing off
about the language-, am w.hy_ l wrote the book ,
which I did answer with points about richness
of population mix ana telling the s~ory of-my
family since hmstdg 90 yrs ago; Briley asked
about ruggedness of the life , am the weather ,
which I didn' t do well with ; also asked me
about living in urban setting now 1 W'.l ich I _9.id
even worse with , am should have answered just
very briefly; than the 3i minutes of pies ,
which looked gocrl"' tho with Briley ' s qns I
did not have time to comment on each one; then
Deni on Dad ' s rais~ng of me , and I did g et in
points of the 9 saloons .
All in all, not thrilled with my perf~rnnance ,
but maybe the pies-carried it . Must kee p answers to inconse~l qns, such as urban life,
brief, or imJUJ'Iltm.m turn the topic with the
answer . Even tho I expected it , astound.in~
how much is JBCked into these shows : my lead
9 mins . , then a filmed feature on arthritis ,
then a neon sculptor, Lyn Davis of EWn U, then

Oct . 9 cont. --a filmed ~aul Harvey commntry
(defending osteopaths), then a final few mins .
of Briley talking with pr gal from Lung Ass •n .
Points of comfort : studio couches were overstuffedJ not really built to sit on; I sat back
with with one arm on the couch back a~one on
the eoueh arm , at best a compromise sprawl;
couldn't cross legs because of low table in
front of me . Wore shortsleeved blue turtlnk,
and became aware my wrists were hanging naked
out of sportscoat; cuffs a better idea . I
likely was too serious, should try grin more .
Went to the C-rescent, learned ~rom. Jielen
Nelson that, as I expected, her books weren't
on bani yet; said I ' d stop by at noon, see if
they came in; if- not , ooulci plan to stop on
way home on Sunday . As I was leaving book dept,
the clerk answered the phone and said it was
for me.- Since ..no one knew I was there , I was
astonished , took receiver to hear a guy intro
himseif as Charles Dudle-y , ant say he .._d -watched
the show, thought we had much in common, he
having grown up in rural Okla . Then said he
had caused the oil crisis, or rather his f amily
bad, because 40 y~s ago the big oil companies
struck on their Jand, then thru la \vyers-"maybe a thousand of 'em on their sid e•t __ did
the ~amily out of it all . Some confused talk
about taxation he wants Proxmire to introduce,
including long citation from Cong ' l Record ,
then on to his desire to write a novel about
the oil compa.nie s, wlhth the plot someh0i1
including Arab stueents striking against OPEC .
Then to the point : he has the nhtes , wants a
writ er to write it for him . Asked if we could
mee~ ~or lunch , I rapidly said 1 was leaving
instanter for Missoula; asked if I was intrstd,
told him I d on ' t , and can ' t, write on behalf
of other people-; he deflated , said nobody
believes him anyway , and trailed off .
Went on to Spokesman- Review to see if a
review copy of SKY bad been-sent, and to leave
one of my own if it hadn ' t . Nobody much around.

'
Oct . 9 cont .--and embarra ssed recptnt asked me
to wait for Jack Johnson , the Sunday mag
editor , who was somewhere in bldg . I asked
for a Sunday p:tper to kill time with --the
S-H had been sold out when I arrived at Holida:
Inn last night--ttirned to- the books page ,
found a shortened, but stili_damned good ,
version of Bob Kirsch ' s LA Times reviewo
Grinned , pu~ it in my briefcase , and left .

Oct . 11 , Gt . Falls-- 5 pm, back at Arnst$ '
after most of day at Book ~ Gift . Jack Hendersor
sold out of Sky by noon--35 eo~ies --and in
an hr or so after lunch sold out an additnl 10
copies he ' d received by mail from Dean V~~K Vaupel at Havre . We began &ending people to
Tiffa~~ ' s to buy copies , bring them back for
signing; by 3 : 30, Tiffany ' s sold out their 30 .
All in all , with the 10 books Readers World had
left , sold about 85 on basis of autographing .
ff ' son said ~ wished he ' d oraered 75; Karn
Klesh at riffany ' s said she ' d -Ordered 30 copies
o ~er her book manager's protests, told her to
put ' em on table by the door , and it worked ;
she ' ll ord er another batch. Told both her and
H' son I ' d glad ly inscribe any they wanted to
send me by mail . Both said tbey think the book will sell well for Xmas ; Beaders World mgr told
me they expect to sell a t least 100 all told .
--Day eliaed with alT boolcsellers evidently ~
happy, and Klesh and R World mollified £or me
having appeared at Book & Gift instead of their
places : they sold their books without having had
to do the trouble of adv e~tising . I expend_ed
my extra 6 copies at R World y'day on arrival
in town , when I went by to see if they wanted me
to sign any copies . Major error was in not
bringing 25 -40 extra copies of my own .
--Many copies sold to Val~er area people.
Hazel Bonnet greeted me y'day with 4 or 5 copies
to be signed ; Jim Sheble came today, bought 4- 5 ;
the Buck-Pal1ns arrived, b-ought two for ~heiT
kids , two mor_e for VB.lier folks . Most of

Oct . 11 cont .--Henderson ' s stock sold , in fact,
by phone , y' day and after the "Today-n show-- ·
I recognized names of Snortlunds , of Florence
Parmelee buying for Larry Habets . Daryle
Swanson' s sister came in , oought for Da~yle
and Pam . Tony Widhalm came by, and Bernard
Christiaens; Dewey Swank , with his Title 1
honcho , Kent, who bought two copies; and so
on . Oh , yes : Paul and Olive Bruner were_ on
hand when I arrived, stayed and visited most
of an hour . Others : Isa bel (Mccurry) and her
son or grandson; Les Christison and wife;
mother of Barbara Fields, who briefly was a
classmate at 'Valier; Clarence Hagen , former
Bitterroot rancher who said Alec Doig once
worked for him .
--"Today in Montana" show went exceedingly
well , N-orma leading off by having me read
passages from the book--the title graf, the
descriptions of Smith R. Valley, and of Daa
and G-' ma; then- asking _me abouj; how J?_~o~le can
ca pture their own pasts ; then about how much
money an a uthor makes from a book--she said
she ' d ne~er had any other author willing to
talk about it , and I ' d told her beforehand I ' d
gladly give the royal-ty figures --then a bit
about the Life story . _ Last weekJ she ' d given
Sky probably an even better plug by having it
reViewed by ~el~ean Foreman (she and husband
formerly ran Book and Gift , now have the
bkstore at Apgar) , who read por tions of It
for about 10 minutes .
By coincidence , the others on the show with
me were school employees --Kent, who worKs
under Dewey, and the woman who does a monthly
school report . As I waited to go on, the
woman ca lled up to the set , asking if T was
a friend of Dewey' s? Told hB-r I was a classmate of his , could I let it go at that? She
and Kent roared at the distinction , said it
was a goocr id ea .

Oct . 11 c ont .--Last night , to Nonna Ashby ' s for
dinner. Also t h ere: Norma ' s husband, disconcgly
named Shirley--tall , rancherly figure in boots ,
tho Wayne told me he's a banker of some sort;
Scotty and Charlotte Ja~es , ~cotty the exec
ecitor of the Tribune ;
el jean Foreman, who
had reviewed Sky on Norma s show last week ; and
Norma ' s motlier , Ella "Mehmke . E vening went well
enough , though Shirley obviously doesn't quite
know what to make of Norma ' s "literary" friends ;
Cha rlotte James is a tough-looking aging
peroxide bLonde , who however had some good
pointed stories about Highline ranching; Scotty
I liked better and better as the evening went ,
finding him low- keyed and Rotarianish but with
a pretty good mind . He had read Slcy and seemed
much impressed, said he's read it in a single
evening ; after supper , he and Norma talked with
we for an hour or so about the book, the
researching and writing of-it . Norma is a born
enthusiast--ch.airperson of every a vailabJ-~ _
local orgzn at one time or another , I would
guess -- very foTward, in a gTinning - at- he rself
s ort of way; she is an enormous asset to have
on the side of the book .
Oct . 17--This enormous year surges on. The
trip ~ent more than perfectly, 4'? t ane
y ay, my first day home , . came the remarkab-i
good review and display in t)le Everet t Hera
and a bonus I 1:18-dn ' t thought would happen , t e
New Yorker review .
Mos~ amasing to me , out of the Mont . trip , was
how widely Sky seems to be liked--by wind- worn
r a nch people and the Mi ssoula literati as well .
J~lie Goldin_g had asked if she could give a
wine - and - ch ~ese party the evening of the book
store appearance, for me to meet the Misso u~a
writers . I hesitated and said I wasn 't much
for literary lionhood; she said none of them
~re.either , that any lionizing they get or do
is in NY rather than on their home turf , where
they ' re d own- home . I s a id okay, and it turned
out she was .a.bsolutely righ~. First of the
M~ndt .

Oct . l7 con_t .--writers to arrive was Richard
Hugo, whom we hadn ' t expected; his wife, Ripley
Schemm , had said they already were invited to
another party. But Hugo came in proclaiming
that Ri pley had said he must meet the Doigs ,
and she h-ad gone to handl~ the other party on
her own. I thanked him for coming , and he
shook his head and said , "thank you for a Iovel;
book . " I had been a pprehe:n-sive -about Hugo y
having heard he was in the drunken-poet
tradition of Hoethke , and it turned out the
exact rev~rse : he sipped two scotches across
3 hours , and impressed the hell out of me with
his deferential handling of his --more- thanearned--local role of literary duke . He
listened seriously to anything anyone else nad
to say , answered with some - thoughtfulness
whatever was asked of him--and from a studen...t
or two from the UM ' s Masters of Fine Arts
program, a few questions were pretty sophomo~ic
--and was poa-i ti vely open-handed about o_the.r
people ' s work . I heard him praising to
Madeline DeFrees , the UM ' s other faculty poet ,
a poem she had left on his desk to be looked
at, and a couple times more during the evening
he gave Sky his same shake of the head and
"it ' s a lovel y book ." What I liked best from
him, tho, was his response when I began asking
him about tne Skye stint of work which Ripley
had told us a bit about at the bookstore tha t
afternoon. He said, as if he was talking
clinic a lly about some other-poet, that the Skye
work is gentler than his early work, has less
violence ; I prodded him on where the poems wd
show up, fie squinted into hi~ cigarette smoke
and toted-up : one had been in tne New Yorker,
another was due (indeed , it ' s in y ' day ' s issue,
with their review of Sky) , a couple others had
been bought by Atlantic --" s_o I ' ve been peddling
them around pretty good , " he said as if
summing up tomato sales at -a roadside stand .

Oct . 17 cont. --Physically , .Hugo has even more
dimension than I ' d expected from the pies I
remember seeing of him . He is my hei-ght or a
little less~ and b-0th burly and fat --w~ll pver
200 pounds, a considerable roundness beneath
~ hefty shoulders and a cunsidera ble- head .
Re's pretty i'ar g_one toward_ bald..., and his face
is quite a lot like Roethke ' s pies . He was
promptiy award~d one of--the -b±gges~ and b~st
of--Julie's 3 folding chairs~ h~ evidently has
a game leg, which I didn't figure out mc:s a s
temporary ai:lment- or what . For a cons id-era ble
while, the living room scene was Hugo at one
side of the room in his director- type chair ,
carol on a les~er chair near him ,-mB at the
opposite side of room on my chair, for the sake
of my bad back, and about ten of the UM student~
and wri t-ers sprawled on the floor a.round us-. I
was eerilY- reminded of Faulkner ' s letter to
Cowl~y, saying that at a recent party in
HoE.1:-yw-ood he-grad-ual--ly-n-e-t-i--c-ed- -that he-Wa.s-b-e~
~ntently listened to by younger men seated on
the floor around him , one of them named Islierwood . -Thank god thi-s evening-didn't get that
serious--one of Missoula~ several Virtues is its
low-keyedness--and I was relievea that there
was no literary-analysi~ qu~s..ti~ning, either to
Hugo about his poems or to me about Sky. But
out of curiosity, from our own short strn~ on
Sky ~, I asked Hugo what his - woxk schedule had
been there . He said he was able to do a 4- 5
hour stretch of wri~ing, and quite a lot of
reading--claimed he o..rdinaxily do~sn•t read_
much- - and have some pub life .
Another 6f tnelJM facul.ty writers wtro ba~e
early was William Kittredge~ who teaches_fi~tior.
and has two books coming out . K had come by
the bookstore, I passed al--ong gre~tings from
- James Houston oLSan t.a Cruz, wh.om--1.!Jlt met at
the booksellers meeting, and K pretty promptly
told me he greatly admired Sky. Said he 'u had
-i~ in.....mind to do such a book about his u~bringir.
in eastern Oregon-- he l a ter told Ca rol that
- - -aimnrg his reaciiions to-Sky-was ~he jeal-ousy- -

Oct . 17 cont .--that I ' d written his book .
K is a good - looking , square- builTlllan--a
bigger version o~ John Buckley of the Sh ' ln
faculty-- dressed in blue jeans , cord jacket .
Like everyone else among tne UM writerteachers but one --the sliin-Bill Bevis --K has
too much belly , but he ' s a fairly striking
figure . As we talked, he told me he 1 d gone to
_Ringling , WSS, Sixteen- -ostensibly to see the
WSS railroad, as possbty for the film course
-he teaches, but evidently to see the country
of Sky as well . Earlier, Hipley Schemm told
me she had gone to the Home Cafe in Dupuyer-she and Hugo have a cabin west o:r- Choteau- -and
t he r e found Tommy Chad . Indeed, she haQ talked
with him , and showed him his name in print in
my book--a morrrerrt which dazzles m~ with its
emotion and poignancy , the poet Ripley opening
the book , in her oh so gentle manner , for the
burly Tom . Ripley reported that Tom spoke
_proudly of C ~..!:_ol and me--he_ said that C was
"just ••• beautiful 11 --and after some thought he
proclaimed to her that C and I are both in the
s ame line of work-- 11 as if," she said , "it was
an exceptionally clever thing to have done . "
A remarkable , remarkabl~ scene, which I must
try deal with at greater length. Anyway, one
of the astounding results of Sky is this kind
of pilgrimage--Kittredge off to Sixteen, Ripley
to the Home CafeT• guys my age such as Paul
Pintarich and Robert Gish--and Kittredge-saying that Sky inspires them on to the books
they •ve had in mind .
Oct. 1 9--Left off the previous entry to go have lunch
with Linda ani Carol at Elliott Bay Fish, and do
sundry chores . Went to Wal t Ca rr ' s Elliott Bay:b Books ,
arrl as I s tood waiting to talk to Walt a woman cane up
and asked if I was me . She was Kathy Raff, who has
reviewed Sky for Pac S in December ; with her wasial her
mother from Missoula. K said she liked the book but
fowrl it challenging_, tried to live up to it in her
review .

~

Oct . 19 cont .--Kathy was curious the Wkly review
she asked if Hank Shaw wasn ' t rea lly Tom Robbins
I said , huh? She pointed out that the Cowgirls
heroine i s named Sissy Hankshaw ; I agreed that
sounded suspic i ous , but assured her I ' d met
Hank Shaw and he was a yo ung man from Illinois.
Kathy recently was editor of Puget Soundings-she wiped out Jean Withers there on the Dorothy
Bullitt story ~ean tried.. to QO--and likely is
quite a competent writer ; Elly Mc Carthy , who has
a good eye for words , had said on the phone she
liked Kath;1-! s -review of Sky . It ' 11 be the first
legitimate book review in Pac S -- 1000 words,
and a pic --and inaugurates the new notion of a
substantial l ead review and fewer , better short
reviews . K said Harriet had asked her to be
book review editor--on Harriet ' s evident
principle that her monied friends automatically
have magazine talent; that works incredibly more
often 'than I can believe , but also goes awry
1
once in awhile with a Pat._B~g_eon--but K told me
it sounds to her like a thankless job , and- if she ' s to do some writing f~r Pac S she ' d like it
to be on stpries that interest her .
Went on to the U Bk Store , picked up the copy
of Jim Houston' s Cont ' l Drift which Marilyn
Martin had nabbed for me at the booksellers
meet , b ought copy of Crumley ' s Last Good Kiss .
As I was waiting for cashier, Lee Soper came up ,
ask ed me to sign a Sky for his daughter , Anne ,
of Hunter Books . First time I ' d met him, tho we ' d t a lked on phone the prev:ious day , when I
called to tell him Pac S would be reviewing the
book in Dec. issue the UBS co- op ad will appear
in . Soper has b~ok competenee written all over
him , picked up the books I was buying while I
signed Anne ' s book , out of the habit of seeing
what 1 B selling , I suppose ; h~ has a kno~ing~
slightly askance glance .
Went on--tho this entry is beginning to sound
like Mad~line DeFrees •s hilarious poem on the
Amish wom~n , "went down ••• went down ••• 11 --anyway ,
went on to Arbur Books to see 1r they had Skys

Oct . 19 cont .--to be _signed , they had 5 or 6 , had
sold out of their initial 6 . As I was signing,
a young guy turned to me and asked, are you Mr.
Doig? What the hell i s all this instant
recognl.tion of my not particularly recog ~ble
face , I wondered . But it - turned out to be Denny
McAfee, Frances's son ; remarkably , C and I had
seen a number of slides of him and his family
when we wer-e- at Dave and Nelli~ ' s a few weeks
ago . Dave had remembered how muc~ he and Denny
fought; without prompting, Denny now told me- how
he remembered that he and Dave had foug-ht all the
time .
Back to the Montana trip: when C flew 1nt6
Missoula last Sat . moxn, she brought with her the
news that the U. of Wyoming is asking for my
-papers, both - on Sky ana my JOU.I'halism . Among the
writers they list th.exe axe Jack Schaefer,
Dorothy Johnson and Mildred Walker . When I gave
her RipleyTs MissoUlian -re~ie-w to read , she said
_ is tha t Mild.rad.. WalkeL..Sch.emm~ daughte..r? I __
said I sure as hell had no idea , but that turned
out to be the case . C had worked-wi-th Mild-red
W Schemm at Wells; the visiting between C and
Ripley in the Fine Print hurt our cause not at
all .
We were com}>eting -wi-th the- U oi'-Mont . Homecoming--Julie_GQlding haQ_ warned me of~that whe~
we were agreeing on a date, but we could see
nothing to be done about-it--so when I picked Cup at the airport about 10:30, we arrived back
downtown to the H' coming para.de . It was terrific
- --'i n the anything- goes tradition of the Dupuyer
centenn~al_Qar?de --genµine floats , h!_gh scho2l
marching bands, classic Chevy club, Appaloosa and
Morgan hors~e clubs , kids with red wa-gons a-nd
shovels to serve as pooper scoopers . Spotted
Norma Ashby near the TV gear, doing sidewalk
interviews; found a chance to i.ntroduee-G to -he-r .
Went back to the Fine Print , Julie asked if we
-~ wanted some lunch ; she and a friend named Steve
- ~berhart , a ma~h Ph . D. candidate and con~~ant
~~customer of the store, went with us to Alice ' s,
one- of the slowest--and best----sandwichjli"sh-ops

Oct . 19 cont .--we ' ve encountered . I then went
to the car , changed shirts in the car in dntn
Missoula , and went back to the Fine Print for the
1 -4 signing . Julie is ambitious as hell with
signings ; she recently had H. G. Merriam, tne90- ish dean of Mi~soula ' s lit~rary colony--he
was one of_D9rothy Johnson ' s teache rs, and she ' s
~U her 70 ' s --and this coming Sunday she'lr-have
t;t Ross ~oole and Wm Farr , -who ' ve done a book of
historic Montana photos; first Sat . in Nov .,
she's having all the detective writers at once,
in what should be a hilarious session : Rick De
Ma rinis for Cinder, Jim Crumley for Last Good
Kiss, Bill Kittredge for The Van Gogh Field, as
well as the Great American.J)etectives collection
he and Steve Krauser have done for NAL .
Be that as it may , Julie had no more than hal~
a dozen or -so phone-ordered copies awaiting me,
compared with 25 or so in both Gt . Falls and
Billings , and for the first 20 minutes nobody
came in . But- then the :flo:w__started, and went
perfectly; she had 60 copies available, and by
4 o'clock all but two were gone ; I inscribed then
for eventual use , and by 5 o ' clock both of them
were gone . Afternoon had begun when I walked
in at 1 and Julie said I had juHt ha~ a call
from Bessie K. Monroe , a 90- yr-old writer a~
Ha milton and a lady she prized ; 1 called her
back at once , found she waB midway thru the book
and wante~ to pxaise me for it . In the course
of the afternoon , Ripley and her daughter
Melissa , a 4- H girl winsomely-reminiscent of R
herself in_ on;/...f her "Rules" J?Oems, came illlll and
bought 4-5 bodks . I inscribed one to her and
Hugo, a couple to friends , and then she said she
wanted one to send to friends on Skye , where she
and Hugo lived last year while she studied
Ga elic and he wrote . Gleefully I wrote the
dream inscription : "A remembrance from my house
of sky to the good people of the Isle of Skye ."
Later, along came a guy with a low-slung belly
and a been- everywhere face ; he was Jim Crumley ,
whose Last Good Kiss had been touted to me by Archie s . and Marilyn Martin- of U Bk Store .

Oct . 19 cont.--Evidently he too has a ferocious
reputatfon--T think there~s b e en~ Rolling Stone
piece recently which makes him out to be a
sort of Kerouac, perpetually on the road --but
here he was on line -for my b-ook, generous and
amply civil. J. told._llim _he'd co-opted one of
the last great titles with The Last Good Kiss -ana inscribed his book that-way--and asked- him
what-he's at work on now . Th~ screenQlayL he
said, and he's 10 days behind, finds it boring.
He may be somethtng-of-a brooder-- there •s m~re
a feel of smolder about him than any of the
other Missoula writers 1 met--but I've since
been reading LG Kiss and find it a pretty da mn
good, workmanlike , entertaining genre job; it's
his third novel in not all that many years , so
he must- be c-oping with himself and :protiue-ing .
Kittredge came in ~oo~ and I ' m most at ease
with him of the writing group, tho--1 must be
uncritical anrl bland as hell--I- liked 'em all
and_ thougl_lt ,!V~gQ_t along remarkably . K said he
wants to write his own Sky about growing up rn- eastern Oregon--a sked him if he ' s~ f~om Ha~ney
County, that colossal empty place, and he said
no , he ' s from the adjoining county, Lake. 1Ie
has the same quality I like-about A~chie, a
_positive inability to keep from enthusing a bout
a book -he l:lkes--I think , and nope , -r nave some
o'f tha-t; maybe it comes of -0-ur -r.uralness--and
at least half a dozen times, in the course of
talking wi--Clinim in tbe bookstore and at the
party , he- broke-out with how muclLhe likes Sky.
Finally he said, "what can I say? Goddamn! n I
told him r-ough~ to have that on the jacket of
the next one : "God~n1"--Bi.ll JC.ittreclg_e .
And Madeline DeFrees came in, tho I didn 't
know her name or worle ; Julie had told-me about
the .others , and I knew of Hugo and _G.rumle_y on
my own. She emerged , at the party that night
and - in t he light o-f the -po---ems- of hers I '-ve--sinc-e
read~ to be maybe the mast interesting of the
bunch : 36 years a nun, Sister Mary Gilbert, and

-

--~~---

Oct . 19 cont .--now a late 50ish, handsome
lady in a perfectly- tailored pan*-suit , Kmkmr
cohort of Hugo in the UMont MFA prog ram and
pretty much able to hold her own with him .
She , in fact, had the best story of the party.
In 1 66 both she and Hugo were honored at the
Gov•s Writ ers Day at Olympia , a nd tho she
wa.sn 1-t s upposed to ride in a car alone with
a man~ to save the wearying bus ride back
from Olympia to Seattle she accepted Hugo1 s
offer of a lift . H was coming out of a love
affair just then , brooding on it , and M was
thinking out loud about the prospect of leaving the nun ' s life ; she s a id at least
there was the prospect that her order would
do away with the wea ring of the habit . H
turned his head to her a nd said: "You mean
if a woman decided she didn ' t love you, she
could simply tell you she was a nun? "
Also from- Madeline : I had toldl!Ugo I'd
recently come across his master ' s thesis in
the UW---sta.Cks--he said - suclr a--fa ct -was- blackmail~ and Madeline said we ought to
get posters made of those embarrassing early
poems and anonymously put them up around
campus .
A non- writer, but probably the most
sophisticated acade~ic there, was Bill B~V'is ,
a slim, bearded Cal Ph . D. who came to UMont
from Williams 4- 5 yrs ago . He teach es the
Mont . lit course --starts it with Shakespre ,
Caliban .cast up on new land, I think, goes
on to Leo Marx ' s Machine in the Garden, and
then in~o the Montana writers--or rather,
begins with Cooper's The Prairie , then
Tough Trip Thru Paradise and at last on to
Guthrie, DoTothy Johnson--whose work he
do esn ' t much like --Hugo and so on . It sounds
like one hell of a course. B s aid in his
1st quarter at Mont . , h~ had a class at his
home one night, with Kittredge scheduled to
come in and talk about fic t ion to them. K
didn ' t show, didn ' t show; at last there was

Oct . 19 cont . --a ruckus out _o n the _lawn, evbody
lookedm out to see Kittregge--and as Bevis
recalls , Crumley and somebody else--coming in with
a case oI -hae_r_under each a_rm. K burst in the
door, looked around at the astonished student
faces , and grow1-eu ,- wna1;- is --thi:s- , a fuckin ,_
soiree?
::Iuf1•'/f-...
_
Bevis is married to ~ lM!r""Crump, who teaches
dance at UM, striki-ng woman -who came to the party
in a tux outfit w.ith vast _white corsage .
Forgot to mention : before party, 0 and Julie and
I were invited -t-o dinner by Steve Eberhart . J
Qrove us to one_ of tne s hagnasty parts of Missoula
we met Steve ' s h ousemate Bryan Spellman and a
woman named Vaun, ' ho worked for the ci ty-c-ounty
ii brary ._ S & B were cookipg ~ a Mexican ~inner-
t~~males , rice, etc . ; B inexplicably is a Scottis
fOfk dance ~nthusiast, has a group going in
Missoula . I think he and Steve had met on Skye.
Hugo excused himself from the party about 11 - ~
he-' d - had- 2 s-eda-t-e-s-e-o-irehee-by- t-h-e-n:-, ±-'-d- had thereal brainpuster Julie initially fix~d me and two
carefully sedate ones I made myself after that ;
all in all , a calm enough evening . People in the
kitchen were taking a couple of pro forma puffs
of pot, but it didn ' t seem to affect anybody
mueh. No-body got- reall..y was-t.ed~- I d-0n ' t know
whether I ' m a dampening influence or wha t, but
the behavior of the t wo-fisted Mlssoula-iiterary
crowd seemed to-me ~re-tty damned g-entl~manl¥
compared to the old bar days in Ringling , WSS and
the Ranger in l>upuyer .

------

Oct . 23--0dd1y quiet day: C is hone, down with a ':cold, and
I •ve scheduled tooay an1 tomorrow as tine to tinker. This
morn finished reading A River Runs Thr ough it, thought it
truly superb. I had avoided reading i t daring work on
Sk;y::-_"'.".bm _had_Ann read a copy _to J!IB.ke sure I wasn 1 t
duplicating style or story, she assured me I wasn't--and
it comes n~as-a wonderful reward . Archie recently -had
a dQleful letter from Maclean, perhaps a cry of a~· __
We were deliberately social J:st week, and deliberately
nonsocial this week. C -and I ha:i lunch wi-th Linda on Tues.
C said L assured her we seem unchat]ged by Sky's success,
which amused me, Lima be~oth impressed by my
eccentrically phlegmatic style and our most lifestylis"h
current friem . 'I'b.a t night, J&J crone for a drink, to hear
about Mont.; next night, Ann an:i Phil, ditto . Phil also
had tri11ntphed over- -a superior on his job by suece-ssf11lly
challenging a vindictive job report, so we <IBlebrated that,
too. Friday night to Nelsons, fourrl Ann in a throe- of
laryngitis , Mar$ h just having com:i out oi it- -suspect it
may be where C picked up whatever she has . Sat . night to
Olsons--:.alsothe- Daheiros, and .Amy, and it was a helluva
good party. Fred and Dave got in a di-nne-r diseussion aoout
Ttiomas ~rton and Zen. Earlier, Fred had argued to me that
ideally I wouldn 1t have to be out promoting--co1Dterclzg-my- book. I agreed, but s-a.id I didn ' t know-when that
hadn ' t been the case1 told him if I didn't care about how
it sold, I might as well leave my name off i t--like not
developing a photo . He said ideally there are times whenyou don't have to develop the photo, you know wken you snap
- that it 's fine, went- on from there to tout the Eastern-Zen--sense of things, offered haiku as example of w-0rking
within limitations to heighten art. I told him I think
haiku is glib , which C said- flabbergasted him; I argued a
- - bitr trRa.tr the limitation of possibiliti-es b.y fo~m :is- not
necessarily a heightening of art, but it sure as hell is
autonatically a limiting of possibilities, an:l therefore
has its -own built- in-glib- excasa for lack of further
achievement . Anyway, a good ti.me. Amy has managed to buy
a condominium, in a monffi- shall.CI be moved ana l;nenervousnes ~
we all have about her being the only person in her aptmt
bldg JDlllli en:ied .

Oct . 23 cont .--Clint, Frannie an:i Gabe came y 1day afternoon,
and I think that errls the social calerrl ar until Amy comes
after wor k on Wed ., to talk with me about the Ohln TV
interview she ' s to tlo of me the next day .
--Random details of Slgr 1 s ef fect : Wendy Onouye said to
Jean that she brags to people of havi.ng sold her Volvo to
the Doigs .- When I was in the Shln library last week, C
had her UBdi.a class there and asked if I was avbl for
interview by Jon Nordahl; Pat Kelley provided her office
for it, and while we were in there, C heard Maga alena
explaining to a student that I was a famous writer . Frank
and Linda half - joked to us that they now tell people "this
is Bessie Ringer's chair," the rocking armchair we gave
them . Anni Saling called last night, said after Jl\Y reviews
she didn 1 t know why I would care what she thought of the
book, but sne thought- it was great, particularly the verbs ,
which are a passion of hers . Call the night before from
Mary Winters, descdt of the Winters family of the Basin,
who had spotted my name on the s . Times best-seller li-at .
--A poignant moment I need to record from Billings . Into
Hart- Albina came Thelma Rader, who is Sheri Doig ' s mother ,
and Sheri ' s sister Carol, a tall blom beauty. Tt:ielma
bought 4-5~ books, had me sign them to various members of
her family, then said t he last one was for her . I looked
at her -steadily and said, Do you mim i f I inscribe it in
the memory of you arrl Red, for the frie:rrlship you two had
with my father? She choked up - -tbe unspoken fact of Red's
suicide wailing between us --and said she thought it would
be wonderful . I hope nCM tha t was the r ight thing, to put
that remirrler into the book.
--In Miss-0ula, into Julie ' s store came a 50ish woman a.rd
her daughter , who was pushing a baby in a stroller . The
womn announced she had cone from Superior, where she ' d
been on the library board for 25 yea.rs, to buy iey- book for Xmas presents . She and the daughter deba ted over who in
the family "read," then began : 11 This one i.fi for Ted •• • This
one is for Ned ••• "a.rrl bought five instant books . They
then looked over the Mont . wri ters shelf, exclaimed to
one anothe r as they found .familiar books in paperback or
other new edition, bought a couple or three of those books,
then consulted each other about family and friends.Ji they
might have missed , came back for two more Skys. I told
them thei~ 7 surely was the new national record~

Oct. 23 cont.--Tinkered a bit this morn with file card
entries for Winter, think I got down sone useful plans and
insights for the book, which efidently is going to be even
less describabl]J than Sky.
One quandary solved itself last week, thru the nobility
of Ann (and probably Marsb). She called to ask whether I
really wanted--or needed--her as agent fop Wi-nter. I 'd
been pondering the -.axrirDII very question myself, but didn't
want to seem to dump her . She- affirmed that she'd lil<e to
continue to harrlle my magazine work, wh:ich-she 1-s- comf ortablE
with~ but considers it r ather a fluke that she was able to
agent Sky. I thought it over, and when we went over for
dinner Fr-iday night- tol<il her indeed I tnink I don ' t .need
her for Winter, because it seems a different situation from
Sky: either Carol Hill will want me badly enough to offer
a deeent- contract, which I can -hru:dle myself, with prepping
_he1& from Authors Guild, or we'll be so far apart I 111 have
to go out and get a hired gun from among NY agent possbties.
So there we s-tand--I-'ll tackle CHill myself, on the NY trip
2 wks from now, and see what happens,i
- =Passage of Hiiie has b"eenunusuar tfiis year . Since life with Sky i-s so.- busy, time does. indeed.. seem to go
quickly, but on the other hand so much happens that the
year seems enormous. Tt 1s unreal,Jor instance, that it's
just now 10 months ago that I depo~ad the ms on Car.cl
Hill's desk.
·
~
Nov:. 11--Catching up on the- NY trip· left Sunday .morn, the

Sth, cane back a day early, night of Thurs. the 9th. The
main point was to talk contract witn ITarol Rill, am that
was done on Wed . When- I cane to HBJ for 1 o'clock app:bnt-as last t ime , the receptionist had never heard of me, even
thougnSKYfiaS happened since thenf recept"i omsts are a
useful fol!ce .t'ol!-humi.lity in thi.s.. world--Lwas met by.:
Laur a Schneider and Stuart Harris, who explained that Carol
was in a meeting wi tb J 'vich. We were to go on to fil
Caminetto, a few blocks up the street. (just pa.st -1)rubleday), and she 'd meet us there . Neither Laura nor Stuart
were wbat T expected:had tnought Laura would oe_a_ coo
blorrle in her late thir.ties , she's instead probably iD her_
late 20 1 s am has a ld.n:i of small-ta-1n cheerleader look,
attract1ve enougn to rate notice-out:; not trtllybeautiful .
- - -Stuar..t lllad imagined--arxi U ell.s_me .she figured th.e same--

Nov . ll cont . --to be a sti"-1.&ed patrician WASP . His letters
read that w~, and his job before HBJ was at Harper & Row,
which I always think of as Cass Canfield personified. But
··. stuart instead is like a sma.lllsh-J-ewish Teddy Rooseve:J..t-a. TR mustache am teeth-- and while q_uite _ma.nnered ~
interesting, isn't haughty. I remember that when Mike
Romano was here for the booksellers ' meet-, a-fl-astr of
dismay went across his face wllen I a~ked so~1!@.ng about
Stuart; I can imagine that they 're a volatile mix, both
about the same height (5 '4"-6"), Stuart- not as excitable
as Mike but ~th a ld.ni of ironic, slightly mocking air of
insistence . Also, their depts . , sales am advertising,
are w tural antagonists, I -suppose-.The table wasn ' t guite ready at the rest~urant~ so we
started a drink at the bar, were joined in a minute by
Carol Hill; tolrl that the table-wouldn't be readT for a
few minutes, she gJ.anced aroun;l the place, which h~
probably 2 dozen tables, arrl said probably the set of 4
warren at a nearby table would be going . Within about a
m;inute _srid a half,. they _gg~ _which_:!:.n!Pressed _!.!!e hell
out of Stuart as well as 100.
Carol is a bit 1:hi.nm r than when I-met her -las-t Xmas,
arrl has ag~d more t ban a year, as Rone.no and Mulherin had _
said about her; her face is more drawn, taut, around the
eyes than I bad remembered, per-haps because of a different
ha}..rd.Q. But she still loo ks good,,_ about a not~ ~d a half
from beil'lS movie star beautiful. She's very high-strung--makes Linda Miller seem downright calm--but not nervous:
si!IJPlY crackling_ with energy. (Indeee~ the best descptn I
heard of her was from Rhoda Schl.amm, who said Carol is
11
electric 11 ) . She talks extensively and dramatieally--and
admits it with a laudi --but when Stuart and Laura withdrew
at about 2 :20 so we could talk contract-, she focused very
-intently, we did business wi-th. great efficiency and
economy, and in the course of about 45 minutes traded a
lot of informa ti.on . I thought of it iater , as a joke, but
there •s great accuracy to it: if I can continue- to get
together with her for al::out a half hour of business every
year,
oan probably go on turning out l::ooks endlessly.
The contract barga~ went like a d!!eam, and to tally
against my fretting atteupts to sum up the book efficiently
fllatmiiW in my own head and notes for the meeting with Carol.
Pretty promptly-at lune h--J: think just after- we- sat-down,
and Stuart proposed a toast to SKY--Stuart asked if I was

we

New . ll cont .- -writi~ anot~r om, and barely after I said
I was, he asked idDm i f I was about done with it. Carol
an:i I , as editor and writer on o~ side of the tab~
against the ad-publicity technicians- stuart and 5 El'U:8" 1>n
the other, laughed simultaneouslx at the what - have -yo•it<ione·
for-me -lately quality of the question. I did some explng
of Winter Ligbt,.-reciting some history about Swan- -Stua.rt
at least was ~res sed with description of the diaries--and
admitted i t would be another hard book to describe or
categori•e. Carol at once said 11\V" work doesn 1 t fit descptn
or categzn; then, and later as well_, I got the clear signal
that she doesn ' t really give a damn what I write, so lo~
as I write - -wMch is a beda zzling break for me , not having
to crunch away perpetually at descriptlons of what it is I
want to do . Anyway, when Laur a and Stuart had gone--Carol
bad r emarked mar the end of the f ooo t~t sometime before
I left she had to get me to sign a contract; I said sure,
when? ; Stuart at once said be and Laura would withdraw and
leave us to i t--Carol askad me what I thought I wanted on
this book. _ 1.._s aj.d --this is quite an exact quote--"I've
reac~d the point in this business where I have to make
some sort of living out of it. Also, there '11 be a couple
of thousand dollars of travel research . So I ' d like lS
grand . 11 She nodded am said , 11 Okay, 11 not resigne~ but in
an oddly kirrl way as if she were on lllY' side-as in a sense
I suppose she is,, her inclinations as an editor over her
responsibilities as publisher . Then I said that for tax
purposes, I 1d like about 2/3 of i t--up front, this yeal'-1 we
worked on that for about 2 minutes , Carol saying she ' d give
ne $9000 on signing, $3000 on completion of 100 pages, $3000 on finished ms . Then I said IJd like a better break
on trade paperback rates, because I think this book might
have a future there; she asked what I wanted, rs aid an
early s tep- up to 8%; she said tbay hate to give 8%, but how
about if they gave ne 7!% from the start? I immediately
said , sure o And that was i t1 or not quite it, because then
I thought t o say that in light of the takeover rumors, I ' d
much like a clause saying i f she left, I could go with her .
She said J 'vich never would go for that, but on the other
ham, would let me go if I ever wrote him to say I was
im unhappy with HBJ. I pressed her on that, asking if that
really was so, :l.f his approach to publishing still was that
gentlemanly; she -said i f I was John Jakes or so~ other

Nov . 11 cont .--money-churni~ bonanza of an author, it
wouldn 1 t be the case, but as a 11 literary" (my i tals ) writer :
yes it was so . She said of the takeover rumors that
J 1 vich tells her he does not intern to sell the company,
and indeed neither Carol, nor Rhoda nor anyone else I net
around HBJ , can imagine J 'vich gett~ out of trade pub '8,
even by retiring . Which 1.s not to say a takeover won 1t
happen, and even that J ' vich himse]j' would get bounced, let
alone Carol, but I think Winter Light will be a SKY-like
seller--a book of reputa ti.on but-not enormous sales
possbties--which indeed migpt baffle a truly cor_.P.orate
pub 'r into shedding it ; since I 'll have $9000 pocketed,
which is almost what I hoo hoped to get as the entire
advance, I feel I can a.ff ord the risk of not hcuing a
no-takeover clause. We 111 see whether I ' m deluded about
·this.
Carol also said she bas no intentions m of l eaving HBJ ,
not wanting to go on to a Simon & Schuster or Doubleday,
which I- suppose would b~ the neit logical step for ner . She 1
al.so thinks J ' vich can't afford to fire her ADY' time soon,
add anotrnr bloodletting to last spring •s , and certainly
Mr promotions this year--editor-in-chief , publisher , vp-argue for her . She added that she thinks a book like SKY
could get lost on a larger house's list, a pointlilich long
since has occurred to C and JIB. As to her job, sm says
she spends too much time in meetings --she, Stuart, mRhoda
are all free to say that J 'vich is a man of great whim-but figures that for the money she 1s getting , and the dee 'ne
she supposed tc be making, it goes with the territory. Her
feel for decisions, incidentally--quick, definite ones--is
getting- to be a bit etf a legend around HBJ. That- point, and
the intensity with which she focuses on a tcpic when she
gets tc it, reassure re somewhat that despite how busy she
iB with executive tasks, she will-pay attention to mss
vu:: h as mine •
Asked her some other points : hCM inuninent is another
printing of SKY, for ex. She said they 1r e exceedingly
careful before going into new printings, because of the
appalling total of books HBJ had tc swallow a few years
ago in the Kathy Robbins regime--I -think the Authors Guild
Bulletin had the figllr'e that i t was a million remainders .
But Ronano monitors the matter--whicn was good news to me,
as I mor& arrl more think --he knows what he 1 s - doi~ , and he

Nov . 11 cont . --may be open to nudge from Mull'eri.n--and if
SKY's sales hold up for a few more weeks, they 111 be at the
printi~ point. (I nBntioned tre point to Romano himself,
and sounded out Rhoda about how promptly printings are
dom; s he said it goes pretty efficiently, she didn't think
I have any worries about books not being available.I} For
all that, it 1s one of these logistic-al matters that I won 't
feel easy about until I actually see books in the stores.)
Asked her about HBJ financial health, she told me the JOVE
paperback lim was being sold--news just then going out
to stockholders--because it somehow ha:i managed to lose
money despite the Jakes bestsellers. Said the total of
general books probably would be cut d04n from around 150 a
year to around 125, the indiscriminate signing had been a
plague in the past • (My guess is S:iix.tmtt the Robbins
reco!!d is a boon to Carol, giving her something to look
good against, even as a newcomer to the executive level.)
She also said that it was the self- congrat 1ry series of
Pub Wkly ads which triggered J 1vich 1 s firings .
We talked until 5 after 3--she was supposed to have a
Jo-'clock meeting with J'vioh--arrl back at the building, as
I was waiting to go on to st ua rt Harris 1 s off ice, she a nd
J'vich came thru the hallway. She il'ltroduced us: J 1vich is
not as imposing as I had thought, his face surprisingly
boyish. He asked if I already was at work on another book,
I said yes, we 1d talked about it at lunch; he said illlllediatE
worK was the right fonnula, before the reviewers got aperson dorn . He mentiomd, jokingly, the Saul Maloff pan
in the NY Tines --which I thought was entirely deserved--and
said something about how he was working on his next book
despite it , and then loo someh<J.T into a story about, Montana,
the punch lim of which was that Howard Mumford -Jones had
once told him about having a vision in an empty lot in
Missoula. I said there wasn't. mue-ll else to do in Missoula,
we all chuckled, md he am Carol swept on to their meeting.
Talked with Stuart briefly--he was curious about how I 'd
si~ed with Carol, told him about turndowns elsewhere, her
contract offer on ms sample--arxi he gave me photocopy of
tne NITBR ad scheduled for Nov . 19, and proof of the New
Yorker ad; also got the reviews file for me in case there
were any I ha!:ln 't seen, and there were 3-4, inclwi~ the
fulsome one fran Phil a . Inquirer an:l tha less favorable one
in the Houston-Chronicle .

Nov . ll cont .--Went on to meet Rhcxia, for the first time,
and she is much as I had pictured her from phone voice-tall, r ather lanky, low- key and deferential, black-haired.
She had pies fllx all over her desk for new took-on the
"London Yankees" - -expatriate Am 1 cn writers± in Loman.
Talked for a few minutes, asked her to lWlch the next day.
She took me on to I r ene Skolnick, -who having been an agen·
herself at once was curious about the contract talk with
Carolo Told her the advance, she grinned an:i ncrlded and
said, 11 You did good . 11 She told me of the BOMC possibility,
which involves IDMC doing a test maili~ offer to 150,000
readers in the West, with SKY as one of 4 books; i.£ that
prodtees sufficient interest, they.111 take it as- an
alternate . She said it's the Jd time she 1s tried SKY on
them--i t ' s alBo at Readers Digest for 3d time - -and she
warned them HBJ not might have enough books printed if they'
waited to take it ; OOMC said it'd do its own reprinting in
that case. Asl<Bd her about movie pro spec ts, she named o£f
tl'e places she's been in much with- -readers at all the
major studios . She said she feels it has better Tv
prospects than movie:- It also tUrned out soo ' d tried the
New Yor ker for seoona serial r ights cm SKY, got an impressec
and praising letter from lD.i:Jaa Daniel Men)}QJi(?) sa~ they
avoid reminiscences . Skolnick seems to me very capable;
sime meeting her, I '-ve rethought the automatic urge to
mng on to f i rst rights in the contract for Winter Light
arxi now think I ' ll ask to have her do some first rights
work, Ann doing some as well; Skolnick muld do better at
our problem spots-- Am Heritage, Smithsonian, Antlantic- while Ann and I can do better at Harper's, maybe Audubon,
ar:rl regionally .
Iren~ introduced me to a numbe~he office poople,
Rhcrla 1n"tro 'd me to more --l'hel ~, who also works with
Carol; int~ elevator we encountered George Vay, ass 1t
sales director, who warmly grabbed my han:i , told ite M ' d
bled for SKY in the sales staff ' s effort for the 15, 000
printing, had me sign bis book. Rhcrla tookJr ne up to say
!Ello to Romano, who at once asked me what I was doing for
lunch the next day; with ""Rhcxia stand~ there, I said I had
an appointment, Phi.ch I think won me about a million points
with her. Romano asked me about the Ganadian promotion
prospe ct r2 1d talked about, I told him I hadn't heard back
from Norman Adams , Mike got on the phone as r was leaving
bis office (it turned out the mail strike had buried 5Y>
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Nov. 11 cont . -to Adams . I was interested that Mii<:e looked more at home in
an office than anybody else I met at HBJ--muc h more impressive than at the booksellers meet, where he simply loola
like a little plump Italian fellow -from NY.
Rushed from HBJ--after rreeting Mike 1s assistant Audre_y
HillUlBlstein, who handled the Montana sales; she has classic
Brom: voice, I asked how she got along on the phone with
the Montanans, she said she ' d been there and just rren tioned
the places she'd been--to meet Bill Donnell at the Algnqn
at 5. He had a corner table in the bar when I arrived, and
oo was astomsh~ly unchanged in the 12 years since I'd
seen him--hair longer, curly on top of his head , but still
looking your:g , and m incredibly pleasant as ever . We "ta.lkeE
for an hour 1 mostly about his yr and a half career as a
producer; he 1 s had one painful bomb--Night of Tribades ,
which despite Max Von SJ'd~ and Bibi Andersson lasted only
3 weeks--an:i one break-even, An Almost Per fect Person.
Says he'll give it mother year or so, then probably have
to get a real job . His details on tbe financing of plays-posting 2 weeks 1 performance bond for entire case, for
instance, an:i similar bonds for all the technicians' a
guarantee to the ater, etc--appalled rre, made writing sowd
easy. But Bill said he's one of the few young producers
on the scene, so he thinks it 1 s worth a try as a career.
--other HBJ notes : Carol Hill-said she liked the noise
level of El Carninetto- -indeed, she seemed to draw energy
from it--and told a couple of stories- of business lunches.
Wben she was hired as senior editor, J 1vich fairly soon
invited her to lun::h to meet Diana Trilling, whose collectee
essays they were -about to publish . Carol commmted that
she can ' t drink at lunch (Laura Schneider and Rhoda both
said the same of themselves, separately; I found it
hilarious that I can pretty casually outdrink such prof fl
luncMrs, tho I 1d hate to try agains-t a big-timer such as
Tom Watkins, of whom more to com) but J'vich is famous for
having his private stock of superb champagne, so she had
sone, and pretty promptly she and Trilling were both giggly
and were trading jokes about Fear of Flying . J'vicb was
mortified at their unladylil<e behavior, eventually sto<Xi -up
and told them so, announced he was -going to the rren 's roam,
am was gone for about half an hours before deigning t.o
rejoin them. Shex also told about having been at a place

Nov . 11 cont .--on a day when it began to rain, and she was
without a coat . The mai tre ' d called a busboy, sent him
dcwn the street to buy a.nm umbrella, and gave her the
umbr ella,
Met Rhcxia for lunch on the ~.h at the Sit ar, a place she
reconunended near the UN , on Lst between 48th and 49th.
When I ioot her the aay before, she was in a college- like
sweater an1 skirt. - Now she ' d b.ad her hair done , had on a
suit and oome classy glasses , and looked downright edi tori al . Acted it, too , to my pleasure, since with Carol so busy
I 'm inevitabl y going to have to work t hru Rhoda on moo h of
Winter Light . She had a message from Rmrano about the
Cmadian promotion prospects--I ' m curious whether she told
him she was going to lum h with me ; I give her points i f
she did - -and a couple of contract details from Carol, such
as what "the title of the book will be. I told her Carol
had agreed to 7-!% on paperback, she said yes , Carol had
told her that , which verified for me the carrying power of
Carol ' s memory . Haa an excellent tandoori dish called
chicken._tikka_--I bough't,- -ani I told her some of °Wt}a t- I
interrl with Winter Light. A!';ked her if I was assured that
I 'd be world.~ with CaroT an:r her on the ms, she said yes .
She wondered about how Carol and I had worked on SKY, which
I think she didn 1t see until marly the galley stage ; told
her about the ms sample, and that my early drafts are
usually miles short of the finished version, which I think
she tucked into TIY3lTlory. SM 's a remarkable contrast to
Car ol--very quiet ard cool, agains"t Carol 1s i ntensity--and
they seem to think highly of each other--each separately
praised the other to me . Carol hired her directly for the
job of assisting her , when Carol was a senior editor, about
a year and a half ago . I am comfortabla working with he:r,
tho will be glad when lac she ras a broader gr asp of the
pub 1g process; she ' s good at as mac h as she does, and workg
under Carol she ' ll inevitably learn more aspects. Within
2- 3 years soo could be a highly c apable senior editor.
--Rhoda said -HBJ will be adding another senior editor soon;
have recently added Peggy Br.ooks~_whom. she says is .f~t 
rate. Evidentl y this is the process of Carol building her
own staff .

------
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Nov. 11 cont .-- Non-RBJ part of the trip. I stayed at the
Hotel Tudor , founi for ire by HBJ--Rhoda, mostly, I suppose -·
when I couldn't get an:ywhere with an hour or so of phonif€
on my own, tre week before the tri:"p . Hotel was about 2
blocks from UN, very well s i tuated to HBJ and my other _
targets; not particularly luxurious, more like a 2nd -rate
version of the Sjlvia, but at least clean and reasonabl y
well-run. Main bind was waiting ..for ore of the 2 elevators
which served the entire hotel of , I suppose, a couple of
hwrlred rooms . Had found eatir.g places the eu:iJI evening
I arrived--Au Natural, on Jd at about 38th1 and the Bagel
Nosh, on the same block. Had breakfasts--<111, 07 for
2 scr ambled eggs, medical snifter of orange juice, coffee ,
an:l the real prize, a big buttered raisin bagel--at th.e
Nosh, and either dinners or a snack of frozen yogurt with
walnuts after play-going, at .llldfnltm Au Nat . Bought
morning papers at a storefront place called Number One,
just across the st . NY Times a nd Daily News crune out of
the 88-day strike the Mon. morn after I arrived, so I
looked .for them in N\llllber One . None in sight , I shrugged
and bought a Wall St . Journal . A c ustoner, evidently
a r egular , caroo in behind me, asked when the Times and News
would arrive . The dealer said , ttHow could I know? 11 New
\forki.sb obtr usive pause, as if ignorif€ the other guy 's
existence in the universe . "When they get here • 11 Another
pause . Finally: "The r adio said_they: 'd be late ."
Made myself sit dam the first morn and do the phoning
needed fo r appointnents --check in at HBJ with Rhoda:, at
At.xiubon, at Jiarp_er 's, and then the call to Am. Heritage,
determined to get either a decision or the Metlkla pies
out of Tom Watkins . Surprisingly, he asked if I ' d like to
have lurx:h. I said okey-, met him at his "regular place 11 - lord, he even has a "regular" correr table --called Fiddlers
Gr een, across the st . south of Rockefelle~ Center. W
turned out to be a slightly yo~er replica of Don Brazj,_er
of Seattle Tines , with a full roundish beard pretty nearly
gone from black to gray, and about 40 pounds too much
rotundity; he's heavier-framed than I am,_ but no taller.
W had seen the Time review, read SKY, been impressed- -an:i ,
it dawned on IM, probably soIMwhat jealous; he JJBntdlimed
a oook of his in which he had tried to do something similar
We gossiped f'or awhile; I told him of LIFE 1s expensive
family reuion-pic , he told ~ what a shmook he thought

Nov. ll cont.--Ezra Bowen bad been as head of Am. Heritage
books (said when he met him, Bowen within 30 seconds had
rna~~d to drqp comment that Elizabeth Drinker Bc:Men was
his mother) . We eventually ordered steaks; W meanwhile
kept his gla-ss busy, downing 3 gi n am. tonics ancl 2-glasse-s
of red win~-wi thout dis c~rnible detrinent. Eventua:p._y he
said, ''Well, Ivan, I can't put this off any longer. We ' re
not NOT in-terested-±n-Me-tlakatla, bu.t tti.e damn pic'blr-es
have been lost. " I said, 11Well, Tom, I know they have . "
Why he had let the matter stagger on, I still don ' t know,
but we agreed on $250 reimbursement to Ann and me . I had
told him some about Winter Light, he said as we were about
to leave that Am Heritage would like a look at m chunks,
I sa;td ok, I'd have Ann Nelson provide them . "If she still
wants to work with me," he said . "I don 1 t lmow i f sh_e will
I said, "she ' s plenty pissed off at you at the moirent . 11 An
aclmavledging silence, and Wle lef-t i-t -a-t that. I intend
now that Irene....Skolnick do any deal~ with ~' am. I'll
furnish her Wa.ak:i.ns 1 s direct phone If so she can nag the
beje-sus outllt-him. - --Session at Audubon the ll3Xt day was much quikker~wit~
me sketching for Les Line some notion of the book. Line
too turned out to oe very fat , al.most as plump at Ackerman,
and. pale, but he must _get around., as he ' d been in Alaska.
the day before . He bruin ' t read SKY, but had noted the ad
for it in previous wee1<:'S New -YorRer; which I didn't l<:now
abou.t .
At Harpet' 's on Thursday, D}!l spent about 4S min. with
Suzanre Mantell, who turns out to be sma1.l, dark , intense-: -~ ivets on you while you talk.
Sbe wor ks in book-piled
office- -Harper 1s quarters not ver y sumptuous, but at least
tlley1 re not jailea behind locked door --buJJ.etpro6f glass
..as Audubon-is_. Usef:ul._aessi.on with Mantell,_ talldng about
.American land p81icy--she ' s running a 16-page piece in
Jan . --and J.earning tnat She's been t ·o Olympic Peninsula, is
interested iILtbe vanishing of:. th.e Makah language; promisii
opening for a Winter Light excerpt .
Had my rllll-in wi tll cabarivers ;Just oofore going to
Harper 1s . V.acating the hote!r.Lwas .moving my baggage to
the East Side air terminalo Told the lst cabbie outside
- --er.-- hotel door where I wan tea:t.o go, 116 quiCkly IooK'ed awa:y
and said he- onJ.71 went to the air.p..ort.. Tol d_him I knew
damned well that was against taxi r egulations; he just sat

Nov. -11 cont.--looki.ng away. Went to the next cab, was
greeted with 11Wha 1 airport yuh goin ' ~? 11 Told him no
airport, the East Side tenninal. "No, what airport yuh
goin ' to? 11 Bxasperated, I told him my-flight wasn't until
that_ night , I was s:i.nq:>ly stashing baggage, I knew it wasn ' t
much of a cab ride but I'd tip him a couple of bucks to
t~ke me the few blocks (it was actually o~ 3-4) . He
turned away in disgust, I turned away in fury to a 3d cab,
who might have taken me but was trying t.o figure out what
another prospirntive :f~'1..-was saying in fractured .English .
I lurched off toward 2nd A.venue, garment bag and briefcase
in om hand and suitcase in the other --and the instant I
turned, a cab cut about 3 lanes of traffic when the light
turned green and pulled up in front of me. I asked, "Will
you take me t.o the East Side terminal? These other bastard:
won •t. 11 He said, 11 ! know, I saw tne woole thing . Get in,
I ck>n't work that wq. 11 Gave biDl $2 for the 9S¢ ride.
The cabbie hassle--or hustle--begins on arrival at JFK
na-t . On line for the Carey bus in to the East Side Termina:
J.Jias approac.bed by .5 dif.fe~ent guy:s who bellied up anddemanded, ~ 11Wha 1 hotel yuh goin 1 to?" --gypsy cabbie s
who were fil~ their private oars with people at $10-$12
for the ride. They do a business- -the wait £or the bus was
45 minutes, and only 6 or 8 of us out of about 25 st~k it
thru until the bus came •
Nov. 14-- 5:20 a . m. : C and I both ha-ve been awake nearly an
hour , C claiming it ' s because we ' re afraid we 111 starve to
deatn in our beds . Last- night was tha Seattle Rep benefit
held by Freder ick & Nel.s-0n,, ani while the hors d ' supper
was good, it evidently wasn 1 t rib s ticking .
The shindig was r emarkably unliterary: of the doz en books
I sold, 8 were from prior er ders te F~ . Roger Sale ani
Archie both told me that •s the way the night side of this
benefit goes, people come to see am be seen and the real
book-buyi~ comes today.
It better .
I 'm situated in the master bedroom, between Sale arrl. Bill
Speidel, with Bill Holm at the south window. Roger S
turned out to be different than expected, not- the overbearing or pretentious air I 1 d been warned of 1 nor tha
bulky build his photos suggested. He's perfectly civil,
interesting; was still selling his Seattle arok, because

Nov . 14 cont. - - Harvard .t'ress hadn't managed to get his
new book on fa:iryt.al.es to F&trin time.
On the other side of me, Bill Speidel also is b'. civil
enougbo He seems a truly battered specinen; I think he ' a
only in his early 60 1s, out looks a.n:'lmoves 10 years
old er than that •
Met Dan Levant's wife Sarah, whom C has knOioln thru her
ECI group: an instanfly likable, knowable Jadyo Soo's been
a.t NW--Fub 'g, is beiEg let ~o along wi.th rest of the book
dept., so will do pubcty for Madrona . Also met Susan
Pelzer of The Reader, a striking b~orrle; said sne'1s now on
payroll as prodoo ti on m:Ag&k manager, just as a way to have
her on the payroll full-t ine of tbe Wkly . And Bill Arnold.
of tneJ>- I, Who sa.J..d Saadowland is now sonewhere over 30,,()()0 in sales, haa-bea.n out since July; said it started
from the movie end - -his agent sold the movie rights, then
sold. McGraw-Hilla n cfoing tfie boOk.

More on the NY trip: a couple of harrCJJing ti.mes, the
first on the morri I was to go to HBJ for luncn, when I was
b:imsh:ing -my- tee-th am of£ popped :my cappe..cL.front tooth-and.
began boure~ around the sinkil like the marble on a
roulette whee l. I oomehc:M pl~ed my hand over the drain
befe8e the tooth made-it there, nana.g-ed to stick the- cap
back over the sna. ggl e, am then sat dc:Mn with the shakes,
at what a fearsome iooss I had narrowly missed: the snag is
so sensitive --and r epret:e-nsibl-e I-somehEM- would have had ta
try find an instant de~tist in midtown Manhattan.
The other monent came at the airport baggage check- in,
when after checking 1llY suit~ase-I was directed to "8.
pass~r:ger r ep who would r ework t he cost of my ticket, since
I was going home• on a regular flight instead of night flt
-as-planned. He pointed out to me the sui tease ha:i bee"-- checke d tg Chicag_Q::._-the mid -point of' the rdght flight-instead of Seattle . I went back immediately, an1 the woman
who ha.d done the cha~ not 5 minutes before had no
manory of 100 what_soever . I L took a col_!Ple gf tries to
explain to her-- ! was sagging badly after the hassle of
getting to the airport- -and-when she-tried -to retrieve the
b~, it already bad gone aboard tte plan_e and couldn ' t be
pulled off because of new security regulati om • What was
reruJ.y- bothe rsore: I had carefuli7 packed the c<Ner
_painting of SKY., rewJ.x bought from _paul~con, into the
suitcase because the paintif.€ was too large to fit IT\Y

Nov . 14 cont .--briefcase ar any other easy method of
carrying on the plam, am I had thought since s,. the
nt I now was taking was non- stop , there'd be no chance for
the suitcase to get lost . The baggage . a t won:an tapped
out a computer message_, and tried to reassure 100 the bag
would meet me in Seattle, but it wasn't until midway tbru
a second scotch that I remembered -the name- ant-address tag
on the suitcase an:i began to relax . Indeed,, the flight the
bag was on landed just minutes ahead of mire , am the bag
came onto tire carousel just as I walked in in look for it.
Should note that the takeover r umor was that 20th C
Fax was buying HBJ . The HBJ stock shot up nearly o points,
to ab::>ut 33 , the Frich\v before I left . I called Mulh~in
to see vbat she knew , anl she hadn ' t heard anything about
it . Called Norm IQ.alrler at Merrill Lynch xilDIKl1 on Mon.
morn-in NY, he- asked me to hold tre phone while he tried
to look it up, it shortly dawned on me his research
consisted of leafing thru the Wall St. Jnl which I had just
read at b ' fast . A ked Rhoda when I talked wilib tw3r on the
phone Mon. mor n , ~he ' d__been away At end af_pr.etiousJt week and knew nothing . Decided I ' d just wait to see what was
said at lunch with CH on Wed ., it came out fairly promptly
there.
Stary from CH, about how literary a house HBJ is : soon
aft er sm came over from Morr<M, she signed the Berkowitz ' s
HCM t.o Take Charge of Your Own Life ,. am at the sales
pr esentation of the book, was astounded to hear the HBJ
sales people complaini~ the.t the "i>est-selling B' witzs 1
stuf'f wasn ' t really literature .
Other news from y 1day: went to Gp Health Dental to have
the tooth cap recemented , it turned out to be a 4.5-min
session which left me drencood with .sweat. As the dentist
was flossing out excess cement, he popped the cap off
again am had to start entirely damned over.

Nov. 17--Transcription of Carol 1s notes made for me while
I was on NY trip, Nov . 5- 9:
-~ohn' s mother has written a nice note to you --il' you
can just mrlge i t from John, who mwrbled at Jean because
it says things about Preston.
--Pat Vassie , acting on impulse, bought a copy of SKY for
her dr ., James Jo Lane Jr . She hoo remerrb ered he was from
Montana. Turns out he's from somewhere 11 a few miles" from
where t~ boo1C is set\?), ani says he had a Doig for a
lfeacher. Elsie?
--Sara liart came ani found n:e Mon. mor~ , all smiley
because your donated oopy of SKY lx>ught $35 at the auction.
--Dick Boggio of our counseling staff called me early Tues .
morni~ , fl> report he'd read SKY arrl didn ' t kn<JJ you had so
much in common. His family C11med a ranch mar Red .Lodge,
had several hundred sheep, and he spent su1T111ers traveling
with a shearing crew. He 'll probably catch up with yoQ on
Nov . 20 .
--Jerry Magellsen called to report that your interview wd
be air ed Nov . 6 am 8 on channel_) (Lypnwood) .._ Then it 1d
go on to cable stations in Bellevue--in a couple wks --ard
to Tacoma and Seattle, at dates-unspectfied.
--Lady from Rep bemfit called fer Mr. Dog . I said yen
were straight on everything eJCcept Tues. lunch schedule . AL
authars go to lunch at noon at Peter Donnelly's "down the
street. 11 • • • she had noticed New Yorker ad.
--Thurs . pm : John says yoo.. ' d better be careful. At this
rate yru nay make it up to the mini111um --wage .
Nov. 17, 3:50: Bil close to clearing off the desk, at last,
and the Shoreline signing party on Morday is th:e .last
promo on the immediate horizon. Significantly, today I
created a WINTER LIGHT file , arrl began !hbinking about where
to move the SKY arrl mag files to .
Ran 2 miles this afternoon, for the first time in couple
of weeks : very cold weather, then rain, stopped me all week
until now . Am up to 148- 9 pounds .
Mo~t.:111 of this week_has .been promo, of ore kin:i or anothe11
Was at F&N bem fit for the Rep from 10-7 on Tuesday 1 sold
about -50 books. I was stationed in the master bedroom of
the borraJed house, beween Roger Sale and .Bill Speidel.
A day of that was int eras ting. Sale is a real wor lci.ng mini ;
asked ne where-the line of pull divides in lfontana, between
those of us who come to Beattle and those who go to Mnpls .

Nov . 17 cont.--Said he 1 d been asked to make a speech, was
inter ested in the topic ; it developed that the speech was
that very evening , and he was going to do it extemp .
We talked some about Norman Macl ean, whom Sale tou~ed
highl y i n NY Review, and about novelist Thospavage , who 09
thinl<s is gr eatl y neglected. All i n all, we seemed--to. get
along ol<ay, and I at least was much interested in him.
Bill Speidel , on the other han::i, is s omething of a
grandfatherly pirateo All day 1-0~ , as anyone approache.d
his table and looked at any of his books , he would say,
11
it ' s an entertaining book • " Indeed , I av er heard him saying
to one of the SRO go-for ladies tba:t- he-'d looked at the
first few pp . of mine, found it too personal and painful,
he tried to entertain in his writing • Yet when another
go- for asked IT we wanted a drink, Bill at once annced he
was an AAer--so go figur e . One of the r eal trials of the
day Xiii was to listen to Bill r ecite the extent of re writing that went into the Doc Maynard. book--which Archie
and other s tell me is so full of overdone cuteness it all
but curls up and purrs . On tre back of the coin, i t
couldn ' t have been -easy for Bi.ll,--eithe:r , to see me-aS-a
young whippersnappe r selling books like crazy.
Mancged to have lunch with Archie - -the 50 or so writers
went in 3 ~shifts-at Peter Donnelly' s house, which
seemed to be furnished in black, like a high - class co al
mim o Talked aoout my NY trip and his intermnble agent
troubles--the last one won 1 t return bi-s stuff, and he · ~
probably g'9ing to have to go to Jaw_ against her . Also, in
the midst of our talk, he suddenly looked up and said he ' d
trade all his books i'or one like SKY . I was much moved .
Also said he only hoped his heal th holds , as he counts the
years of the kids' schooli~, unti l he can get free r to
tackle what he wants .
Among the authors I met wer e Jobn McCallum of Tacoma, who
has just done the Dave Beck oook for Merle Dowd; gabby guy ~
T didn 1 t much like , b.It he was generous about SKY, and Areh
said bis is the ore Teamsters ' oook t he.t really looks at
Beck, the two new national ones barely mention him . Norma
Macrae , who had some kind of diabetics cookbook. When C cm<
I met her, she at once launched into story of struggle she ',
havi~ with Pac S about cookbook she's doing for them: she
wants to call :tt The Sprouted Mushroom, they want Tbe
Mushroom and~ansprout Cookbook, so she ' s gathered
"market research" - -cornered 100 or so peopl e somewhere,

Nov. 17 cont. --asked which title they preferred (talk about
a Hobson' s choice) , said it cane 100-l against Pac S and
she was going to battle them with that datao I thought of
that confrontn and laughed inside. John Hinterberger, wmom
I mu:h liked--seened funny, friendly . Yictor Steinbrueck,
gentlemanly, a civic asset . Ray Collins, a national asset;
his wife Juanita had instructed him: to bring home a SKY,
which .I inscribecL to the two of th~ and Cecil and Dipstick, as first citizens of the NW; Ray in turn inscribed
an "Everyt~ 's Great in 178" for me to the effect he
soneday hoped to write as gocxi as Jre . Collins is truly
remarkable, a gifted writer in the Cecil strip--I 'd give
a lot for bis rejig of "Success, you is a sweetheart" into
11 Success, you is a Swede tart"--and a scholar of the hist_
or:y
of comics, yet he bas a sweet openness that ' s al.most
fannboyisho
Rebecca, who was sitting next to the guy, reported that
the .fellCM who had a sailing book entirely sold out am
went hone early. --Useful humility for us l i terateurs .
Archie- sairl-R~'becca had told -hl.m -tha-t- when SKY ~rived--a:L
the Weekly, it got passed around, per son after per son
sniff~ "Montana.?11 at it, until it reached Rank Shaw.
I'm
playing the one social game I 've ever lmowingly do:re - -not
introducing ~self to David Brewster, out of curiosity to
see if he ever feels compelled to meet me . The answer
probablyis , no .
Yesterday at 4,, went to tM to answer qns for writing cl.as~
taught by Dorothy Bestor and Elizabeth Case . Qns were quite
good : what are my optimum work:i..r€ oond-itions, how do I gather material , when did I decide to write the book.
Liked Dorothy, a very take~harge lady. Then went tO U
Tower bar, where C and I me~ Lou am Mark Damborg; had-a
drink, toon supper at Contnl. First time we'd seen them
since late spring of 1 77, just before they went to Wn, -UC;
fourrl them absolutely unchanged, toney and self-mocking
about it as ever o

New . 21--Great gcxi, what an outsize year this contl.nues
to be . Yesterday, in afterma.t h of. biggest snowstorm i.n

years , I sold 82 of $ tooks at Shoreline signing party,
cam home to Rhoda 1 s message on tbe answering nBchine
tba t BOMC is picking up SKY as alternate . Details yet-to
be learned ; just tried (7 :15) to reach Rhoda, without
luck.
Weather is remarkably frigiQ: 26 at the moment, C has
just hiked off to the college, as we did y ' day morn . We
foun:l about 20 trees--alders --across thez road between
the large curves on the hill, a terrif'ic tangle . Snow
began a bit on .itx Sat. afternoon, still wasn't sticking
by bedt:i.ne; Sun. morn, the re was almost sjJC inches . We
were admiring it extravagantly until we saw that the
easternmost birch at the office end of the house was
bent dcwn enl.irely across the woodshed o Hurriedly dressec
arrl went out to dislodge as much -sncw as we could from
it; think we llBY have saved the tree, tho it's still
leaning a lot. Had bre¢ast am went back out to sham
snow off -other trees, bushes. - Amaz-ingly, nothi~ was- broken off except ore alder limb -which fell across the
back gate .
Ann McC came by on cross-country skis ndd - afternoonshe ' s been using our bathroom as a pit stop as she trains
to run a marathon next week--and just as she was leaviq;
the power went off o Stayed off fl'om 3 to 7; C arrl I stoked up the fireplace, heated soup for supper on the
coals , talked. I found again that I'm uncomfortable
without lights, so attured to readiJ'€ arrlxx writing I-tm
not much good at just sitting , particularly in a downed
house .
We didn 1 t- even attempt the cars on Mon . morn, which was
just as well because of the hill tangle. Walked up with
C in tine for her 8:30 class , checked in at bkstore, founc
all was ready for the 9- 1 signi~ . Pretrty promptl y at 9,
Bob Force and the woman-of-all-trades from the PUB
skidded dam the sidewalk with cart of coffee and cookies:
Ans Schot arrl M the cashier, Mrs. Mattson, tought copies ·
of SKY, and Dick Boggio walked in the door as the first
genuine customer. Very little let-up from then on, with
some hilarious-monents o Wayne NcGuir e, tne straightestarra-1 dres~n the campus , showed up in jeans and
flannel shii't--more in honor of the storm than Montana,

Nov . 21 cont .--I gather ed . Dick White an:l Vi Jurgich

came in- -Georgia had pointedl y called t he admin bldg to
say I ' d ma.de i t --and .Dick bought a copy for his wife ,
chatted for a while , left, then promptly was oack, saying
he needed another pne o Vi bought a couple of copies.,_
later brought over George Douglas' sec , Alice Smitp, who
bought a couple . Bob L<we and Don McVa:y cane in earTy,
hams in pockets and grinning like schoolboys . Ron Bel l
crune later, as , t o nv astonis hrrent , did George Douglas .
Marilyn Rabura bought/ 4 copies , Dian:i Dailey 5. Kathrin
Maloof drove up from Laurelhurst, _had me sign 4; got a
vhance to talk at length with Kathrin, who fascinates ~
with her openness am quality. She said she is wondering
what to do in life --in fact , r ecently the idea came to her
that if anything ever happened to John, she might return
to Genrany, trn first time she's ever thought that . There
is a kim of roolancholy in K, strange and at odds witn
oor strong mind am great capabilities . Her career pebhap
en:led when she did not get- tenur e at uw, in tre years
'
before they did not_ dare ki_ck out wonen_.so casually A ..l
renarkable wOITBn, whose persona. I have felt as a force
field ever since the day C brouglrl; her home to luncb
several yaars ago . Y' day L talked her into sta.Yioo Dlll1l1
around until C am Jean arrived, so tooy could have lunch
wi tti her .
Othe r s who came by: students Rochelle-Hindman and Jai.mie
Egg of the Ebbtide . Amy and Dave Darei m came in straight
from tOOir bus from Queen Anne, Dave wondering as ever
about the progress of the book. Amy bouglrl; 5 books; the
one for her I inscribed in gratitude for the magnificence
of her frienaship and the quality of her person. H<Mard
and Barbara 1logel came by -early; Marilyn Ridge -Of the
sec 11 pool came dam to get one for herself and ore for
Merlyn Talbot . All tbe bookstore staff bought at least
one .
C and I walked home about 1:45. C 1 s ECI group was to
meet here, am she had to decide whether to go ahead or
see if th,-y would cancel. Dorothy Best-0r c-had qual1m a-bout
the roads- -or irthur had them--so that pretty well
decided for pos tponerre nt, unti 1 Dec . 4. Hilario us phone
message from Dorothy, as -s-he voices her -qualms, runs out
of recorder time, dials again aid continues with aplom1b .
- Dorothy B for presiaent, I say 0

Dec . JJ --The diary has truly slud, for no particulat
reason I •m aware of . Considerable has happened-- the
worst the rews on weekend after Th 1 gvng that Peg has
cancer , tbe best I suppose that tne Winter contract is
signed and sent and I ' rn shifting over from Sky promo to
tre next year of writing . Some apprehension on that, as
I have set rnyselI to write 90-100,000 words in 12 months ,
so~ ff;, 000- of them in too mxt thre"9, and I do not l:lave
as much research done into Swan's diaries , and frontier
history , as I had interrled . But "step off assuredly
into the blank of your mini , 11 I read from Richard Wilbur
recently; I must try to maintain the "assuredly."
Made what I hope was a stride away from magazine
writerdom by y'dey turning d-own an easy $300 Chevron
assignment t t ravel piece on Seattle . And , as I finished
the PNW Writers Conference speech (for Feb . ) last week
arrl then the- editing for Ro-y Silen on Double Planet,-I
have nothing looming except Winter Light--precisely the
spot I want to be in , I ruppose . I seem to be freed
from wabt-ing -to-write- :for Pac S, would- like to place som3 segments from Winter there,_ but I think out of
sight is truly out of mind with Harriet .
Have had the uneasy feeling about this year that I
really haven ' t written very much, that too long a spa,n
has passed . As best I can tally it , tho , there has been
some work , just not i n l:x:>ok m i'onrr:
--MMaturity on Hiway 89
- -Pac S: Ft. Canby
--USFS editing
Columbia darns
--NYT on Astoria
sasquatch conf .
--SKj excerpts
Beaver
--SKY galley readi.J'€
Or . Orchardists
---0 ' heim application
P . Puget
--PNWC speech
Medicine Line
--Double Planet editing
Woody Guthrie
The unease, I think, is that-none of the above ,
except the Sky _galley work and the G1 heim application,
has anything to do with work of the ¢ quality of Sky-arrl quality- is what I had better damn well concentrate

on.
Anyway, what a freewheeling , what-the -hell-willhappen- rext year . There rever wd.11 be a ti.JOO in my- life again like the success of_ Sey-_; Carol has thought it
enormous fun, am for both those rewards, I prize too
timeo

Dec . l3 cont.--Unusual cold of th±s- -winter goe s on,
27 degrees and frost this morn. Y'day was much the same_,
the hill very slick with frost. I went to rn library,
in01rtJ.--y tjust to be i.rrmution, ~ brought back several
b_ooJts , including_ Winfield Townley: Scott's no~bo9k, which
I read last night and was tal<Bn witho In the library,
encountered Saum of-the history dept . He said just-y-'dey
be~ been tooted onto _Sl<y b_y: a former Chi Dai:J.Y- News man
he corresponds with--dawned on me later it is Donald
Zoche rt, who <lld early l"eview of- Sky. Am amused by the
change in my ..status _with the trw history folk--th~ ' ve
always been a bit nonplussed about having produced a
free-l.ance writer, out new they find the creature really
is an Autb.or . Sa um, .for instance, .said 1- JllUSt stop
s me time.
Saw 1"1arilyn 'Martin 'in U Bk -Store for a minute , asked hoo
many copie..s total of Sky: she's sold_, she _ficlled it up
and said , 200 . She's also just got the last 60 copies
from!laker & Taylor, ano she figures that ' s it, tlle last
she- c.an 1.a¥-hel'-bands. OIL.befo.rEL.Xma.s. •On the weekend, we went to LaPush, lvg Friday afternoon
ana gett.J:n-g nome mid - afternoon on Sunday.- HJ.ked Rialto
to Ellen Creek, were over-- careful, backed .off even fmm
log - walking across . A good interlude.
Morrlay night the 4th, C-arol ' s ECI group met here, T
talked with t hem.-.abo.ut boolLpromo af...terw_ards,_ 1.6 caine.,
a gooo group .
Have made t fle entry :th promo flo-teoook about BOMC
-Selection of SKY, but not-here... W.or.cLcame_froJTL Rhoda I
think just before Thkgvng, I rene Skolnick called on
NOv . 27 with detai1.so Itts gooo news, though mostly for
publid:i:ty rather than $$, at least to_ start w:LtlL.
I don't seem to have ma.de Thanksgiving entry, though I
wrote abit aooUt i'tto Mark Wjnan. The relaUonships
are so tangled by now that I didn't much want to have
tbe traditional gathering here at our place; it seemed to
involve ei tner too mucb sorting, or a couple of' prospects
I didn't want poopla to -ha-v.e-to-put up with in my -h-0use-: Jack Gordon meeting Peg's new man fo~ the first ti.me,
and Linda bringing Stan, in the face of her pasts wi tb
Clint and, as i-t turned-out , Liz • A-lso , I hadn-1 t muohliked Peg 1 s Paul the once I met him--thought him
flannel - shirt stuffy--and Stan didn't sound likea.my

ez

Dec . l3 cont.--terrific bargain eitoor . Clint had
wondered about having the dinrer at the Federal Ave» house ,
which I thought sounded fine : let him sort it all out .
Linda pointea out - -quite pointedly-::t'bat Clint had
practically no dishes i n the housB . That didn ' t sound
unso7vable to me either , W.t C truly has liked having the
Thanksgiving gatharings here , and so wanted to try it
again . I grwrbled that we had gone on with the Institute
too long, too --a superfluous grumble ; if C wants to have
a social tradition or two, I ought to shut up am let her .
Anyway , as it turned out, the day went well enough. P-aul
still seemed a bit stiff, but he was at a helluva dis adv{\.Iltage , amid so many of Jack ' s frierrls; Jack said from
his point of view it went okay. Linda did not bring Stan ,
evidently because they' d broken up the previous week; it
turned out that any garre -playing was done by Liz , Who
brought a mw friend named Jan for the first hour or -so .
As C said , Linda is smart enough:t to handle that blind folded , and so indeed Lirrla didnrt sh<M up for the first
hour - -arri.:ving just as Jan-waS-§Oi-ng- out the door . Arr~/W8¥ , the presence of Liz, and the throat- clearing
reqoost by Clint that Kay Okilnoto come if she wanted , as
he had more OF less promised when he thought he was havingthe shindig , breached Carol ' s good humor a bite Mine was
considerably more breached when Jack e dged up to me in
the middle of dinner an:i told me °&Re toilet- was plugged .
Truly it was , everybody used the back bushes for an hour
or so until th3 Roto-Rooter nan a r rived, at double overtime- -$80, with me having to help-him (and with one scotch
more in me than I was comfortable witaj run the cable
machire he used to augur out the system. All in all, not
entirely my idea of a relax:i~ holiday. Yet I take C 1 s
point --and I hgpe she wasn't blasted away fro m it b_y this
year--that Thanksgiving is a kind of "family" gathering
of those of' us- who have been friends a long time • The
problem is going to:i> be to jud_ge whether the day can
continue to work as it has .
Recent reading : skim of Mont aillou; D!:I nie 1 Mart1.-n ,- which
I liked but wished was better , Kiv~ the enormous effort
FQ'lles must have put into a book of that size; In Pata gonia ; re -read-of Levels of the-Gane fat La.Push) ; am now on Beckett_}i@~·--

Dec . 24--Y'day a major day . Wrote reasonably well in the
morning , after preceding 2 tough days of starting the
wint eh book, and about 2 pm began to think through the
plan of the book , p"lan wbere-r will be at certain times ,
1
to .give thEfOOOk lllOti.on--pace--arrl mood-o A relltNa hel:p .
Roughed the Day 1 lead of 300 or so words on the 21st;
roughed 1000 words on 22d, same on 23d, so the schedule
isn't bad; tomorrnw must try edit the results into the
i':i.rst two days of the book . Should note that initial 2
days were damn grim. House is very an.pty without C- -I
firrl nothing to do with myself -except write , which has
its limit of hrurs , arrl read , which also has to have
limits • That is part of' it , out the gearil'€ - up its elf is
just damn hard; the we:i.8h.t that this is going to be the
schedule for thefn:xt year . Mood much improved y ' day_, when
I got much dooo, ar:rl. today , when I totaled up less but
achieved sore good touches in too musing , half-dreany
mood that sometimes happens .
1
Besides writing, nave oeen rea~ Swan's NW Coast . Will
try: fi ni sh it this- eveniq; , before goiBg ac-ross to
Lank.fords 1 open house to mooch supper . C and I were
invited to Lima ' s for Xmas Eve dinner , then I was invited
alone when C went tG NJ , but I turned it down . Linda
acted a bit like I had crapped on a christmas t ree until
I exp1.ained I didn ' t feel I could afford the distraction,
this early in this praxn-t particular book; when I-told rrer
I replay evenings in My mim, soo s aid she does tl}e same ,
and understands .
This was a pretty day, which didn ' t help the writing
mood; went dcwn t.o the Rancher for coffee and an Eq;li~
muffin about 10 :30, just to get into t.he outside .
C called from NJ night before last; all is 'Well, she and
folks bad been to Eelma.ns •
Tfie diary gap is considerable; diary evidentJ.y will suffer
:rri.uc);, again, as I book-write . Night of J.Lth , 'We dropped
in at Macirona Press Xrras party_; frurrl ourselves enm.e~hed
with a pushy sale s:man narre d Fred Myers • He denounced
unio~~ategorically to us, Yhich reither of us m:irrl-s very
much~fbut seemed ready to go on to every other viewpoint
he has . Finally steered away from him . Also saw Rebecca
Earnest , there w:i th- house rebJ.ilder Gary Torgeson;- and
Pete_!' Miller of Miller & MW'€ o.

Dec. 24 cont .--Sat. the 16th was some sort of social
record forji.s . Noon, we went to Woodinville , for lunch
with Gordon Bnd Sherri Doig , at hone of Marvin and Ann
Case . With Gordon were fSS banker Mike Grove, and Gordon '~
h£red help , John an:i Diane Philips; they were all out here
for the SeahHBks g-ame the next dayo In law afternoon,
Bill Kittredge arrl Annick Smith, and Bill ' s daughter and
son-in - law, crure for a drink and talk . At aoout 6 :JO,
C and I went to Nelsons ' annual lawyers party.
Y1 day 1 s mail brought signed Winter contract from HBJ ,
note from Rhoda saying Sky 1 s sales now are 15 , 600 . Early
last week Caine reviews from Wash . Post, naTvelous; El Paso
Times , favorable but porrlerous and semi-ept; ard Indnpls
Star , favorable but absolutely inept review of novel titled
This Great- House of Sey. Best news-was letter from Dick
Es tells , tre Ra<li o Reader cw er PBS _stations_, asking
permission to do Sey.
Dec . 25--Another _promising day on the :00.ak. Reworked
tbe Day 2 naterial, intrcrlucing Swan and bringing him
to the Strait, and I think fleshed most of it out
fairly well. Y' day, Day_l was reworked to the point
where I ' m willing to let ix it set for awhile . All in
all, I have about 4500 words, half of them strung
semi-competently as the opening_of the book, .:iD::t to show_
for these first five days .
Another good brig ht day . 1 ~!6 now, am intending to
knoclc off soon--my Christmas celebrati~--B.Ild walk
around Green Laka before going to Rcrlens , then to airpott
for Carol . Jean and Cindy cane by briefly last night
with Xmas gifts and holiday bread i'o r my breakfast .
About 6 : 30, I went across to Lank.fords ' open house ,
mooched enough ior supper. Spent much tine tciking with
Dave Daly, whom I can't decide whether I rattler like or
would prefer to see sealed up i~ one of his mausoleUIJl.S o
11uch cemetery talk--Dave telling me aoout a scandal he's
been trying to bring to - the state's attention, firally
seems to have managed; also told ~ Seattle was one of
the most avid early cities for cremation, in 1890 ' s .
No tic eci hQ.1 tr.uly Irish Dave is -beginning to look now
that he's putting on weight; a Behanish, ruining face .

DPc . 25 cont .--Yet one of the things he told me --and
with Dave , you promptly hear about everything from his
business to his hemorrhoids--is that ha and Lou have
just g_one through some est-type of life evaluation.
While I 'm not sure he has the max:ie to do much about it,
re does seem to be questi.onir:g his life a bit .
Lankfords have a truly asconishing tree, 21 feet, just
short of their barrel ceiling . Think I would rather
like Dick i f I sp-ent more time w.i. th him; certainly ha ' s
nobody's fool . Ditto Joanie, who has her own bran:i of
smarts but has an overly mobile , histrionic face in
front of them.
Current reading: finished the immense Becket hiog,
fourxi myseif much impressed with Becket's life . Have
been reading Swan_Js NW Coast - -another accomplishmant of
these five days --an::l finished it last night . Read
'llios Savage ' s Power of the Dog about a week ago , on
Hoger Sale ' s adnc-e; it is remarkable , if not quite
accomplished . Also have read Rick de Mnrinis 's Cinder,
like his style; Tillie Olsen 's Silences, which is not
qui-te- a book but-a- worthwhile e~o-rt to get tnat
least- writing of valuable writers into print ~ Am
momentarily stumped what to read next; fear the Snow
Leopard, for keeping my brain at work . Maybe Gorki •s
Childhood, lent fm.m. Den Peters , which has wonderful
start .
-Current weight is cad news, surely about J.50~ though
I ran Jllost days las.t week; did not manage to take a
sauna any time, which is the difference .
Now, shCMer time . Christmas tima •

Dec . 27--Snow began to spit at about daybreak--before 8-but day cleared off to SW1Shire and cold wind . When
I came home from UW ms aboo.t 1 : 30, immediately went out
to run the n ' hood because of storm over the Olympics, in
otherwis-e cl--ear sky o As I ran tM top of the hill and
saw which way th3 whitecaps were breaking on the Sound,
discovered the storm was heading south along the mtns ,
not coming across.
Satisfactory day at lJ\J ; ma:ie the decision to have the
entire transcribed portion of Swan's diaries --soma 600
pp ., about 4 yrs wordlh--photocopied , along with his
typescript of Qn Ch trip . Took a coffee break at the
Hub , surprisingly was joined by Saum, who I crossed paths
with a few weel<s ago, too . He evidently was on campus to
do some last library research before going to read a
pap er at A.RA in San Francisco . He is either impressed or
bemused by me since the success of Sky, l a rgely because
he corresponds with Donald Zoche rt, the Chicago writer
who did one of the ecrliest and best reviews of Sky, and
Z touted me te hl.mo Saum I tale to be a man wti-0 knewshe ' s in a damn dull business , arrl is none too scintltng
a personality himself; but the more I ' m around him, the
more openings in his stuffiness I see . Told him I was
working a bit on Swan-- 11 Doing a 2_iece on his Qn Ch t r ip
for Pac S , then we ' ll see what else might develop" --and
he got interested . Had j us t told me he dis agrees with
Norman Clark ' s descptn of Swan in NW Coast foreword - thinks it 's too generous in depicting Swan as refugee
from eastern -society, arrl in not- showing hew much a con
man he was --and I think it's not a bad point . But Saum
either hasn ' t been into the Swan diaries , was asking me
about their extent, e tc . Any/way, by- the time we had
spent 15 min . at coffee arrl walked back to library
together , he had told me that the history dept . is now
making its 3d stab at finding a r eplaceroont for C ' n , -that
of thelldept's
committees 3 are looking for "musical
chairs replacel1l3nts of untenured young profs with other
untenured--young profs , and concluded by announcing--qui te formal , much as I understa.n:l the continental
custom to be --that I should call him Lou, and he , me,
Ivan o More us eful, he offered to talk sometime about
Swan, having delivered a speech or tro about him .

a

Dec . 27 --cunt .--Christmas went well enough, C' s plane
arriving on tiim . We were back at Rod ens 1 for our
belated Xmas dinner by about 7. That gathering was
rather a swirl, a dozen of us --the 4 Rodens , C and I ,
the full Dewell family , 17 -yr - old Laura to 87 -yr- ol_d _
Dabby. Dabby is quite alert; repeats herself consdbly,
but can fol low a line of convstn perfectly well ; as--a
teetotaling vegetarian, she was undoubtedly the healthiesl
one of us all. One Xmas tradition I could have done
without was Cindy and Alice ' s piano duets, which roared
on for the 1st hour I was there , before leaving to get
C, and resl.lm:ld soim after dinner--raninds me I trul y do
lead a secluded life, hours o.f silence to the extent
that casual music startles me--but it 1 s their Xmas ,
after allo
Worked steadily at rewrite of Day 2 y ' day, after
fairly J.aOOi'. quickly coming up with a Xmas Day entcy-1.
rather like , and so was able to try the first 20 pp -Days 1 - 3- -on Carol last night . She thinks it's
surprisingl.y gooc:l- ..for this e~- So-do ±t I.. - - We got arourrl to unwrappirg presents last night - Boxing Day . C gave me a good terrycloth bathrobe , a
Jimmy Buffet record, and the cup I'd asked for to use
at UW design school coffee shop during Winter resch .
I gave her a nanicure set and a filue turtleneck, having
interrled to buy her several.--she wears them day- to.-dayin classroom--but was unable to core up with mqre.
Her trip to NJ evidently went "6kay, 00.t wasn t simple ;
rooming hous·e zhe stayed in had a most-.of- the-nightpot pa rty going on under her room one night , and her
final nigfit was such a rainstorm sb:l st~d all nignt
in the retirement hoire --Phyl Post's room was vacant-r ather than chance it .
Phone call this afternoon from Joanre Schaler, ;.iife
o.f Rob Scha ler the mountaineer , in adJtli.ration of Sky;she ' s from Roundup , and was snowed by the booko Asked
to meet ns sometime . On the one hand , I 'm bemused by
this new i-nclination o.f people --tD meet me ; on the other,
I wouldn 1 t min::l the chance to talk with Rob about the
K-2 expeditions he 1 s been on.

(Note : carbon copies of Carol ' s let tars to he r
parents, and an occasional one from me to them,
in ' 78 letters file prov.id e a periodic version
of our doings .)

..

SKY promo,

1

78

mid - May, began research for memoes to HBJ about book··· store promo and advertising in Mont- Ida-Wyo arrl in
Seattle . Mailed the first on 22 May, the next on
27 May. Rhoda Schlamm thought tray looked excellent.
Had lure h sonetime earlier in month with Archie
Satterfield, to ask his promo advise. Said it is
worthwhile to have pub 1n day event, prob 11 at U Book
Store; said Frederick & Nelson pref er s aut graph party
after rook has beBn out a while. I wrote to Leroy
SoJJer at U Book Store 25 May.
--On May 9, CH reported ±D::t sales meting info th at
SKY printing would be 10, 000, with full - page NYTBR
ad or 2 ~pagers--$5-6000 which shoots the nat 'l ad
boo get unless the book can get good quotes . Salesmen
said it's a 11 literary11 book for gmeral taste, they'll
need strong quotes and reviews to sell it . CH says
they 'll work hard for quotes --Jovanovich himself said
they shoold . I provided a further list of writers to
be solicited when I sent in 1st promo nemo above.
--Week of May 23, Pat Vassie did much library work
for me; paid her $50 for what was neant to be part
of a day, she went right on researching on her own.
Steered me to very useful naterial aoout Western
libraries, regional reviewers, and associa ti.ans •
--Got ad rates for Pac S, thinking of Xmas is sue ad .

May 27-JO: ABA meet in Atlanta; HBJ has posters of SKY
and prominent display of jacket
.. ··.. June 8: met Peter Miller at Miller & Mungo (intro'd by
Rebecca Earnest); he advised word- of- mouth among
booksellers .
June

8: drafted letter to Mont. booksellers

June 9: creclred with Jane Estes about LIFE possbty, she
said i t 1 s still a "maybe"
--week of June S, wrote letters arrl prepared galleys
to serrl to Kay's Bookmar-k; Miller & Muil5o; Geo. Tweray;
arrl Rosanne Cohn at View Northwest . Will mail on the
10th .

..

- - 6 June , called Jane Reis at Pac S for her promo
advice . Main thiil5: make sure the book is in the
stores before embarking on promo appearances .

--7 June , lunch with Rebecca Earnest; info about the
Weekly's ~ Reader ; will get ad rates from her as well
(A~ . 2, updati~ from diary and letters~)

--23 June: called Rhoda at HBJ, was told that HBJ is
serrl ing out 20 galleys for ad quotes .
--July 8: family reunion, covered by LIFE team of
Jan Mason and Brian Lanker.

--July 10-14: visits to booksellers and news-pipers in
Bozeman, Billif€s, Gt. Falls, Helena an:i Missoula; met
Norma Ashby of KR.TV, Tai ay in Montana.
--July 17: Danie 1 Laskin of HORJZON called for review
info far Sept . isste.
--July 18: sent SKY galleys to all Mont . wholesalers arrl
to selected booksellers St£ h as Julie Golding in
Missoula.

I

..
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--21 July: talked for hr. with Kathy Mulherin, HBJ
sales rep; she reported U Book Store not interested
in aut ogph J:B.r ty, but F&N arrl Hunters in Bellevue
prcb 'ly are . She told me about ABA regional meeting
here Sept. 27-30, said we shrulrl do somethirg
--20 July: wrote CHill about prospects of Montana tour,
nedia coverage . 19-22, edited excerpts for Billings
Gazette Sun. feature, Tales of the Old West ; thruout
week, typed onto bookstcre letters done by Billee a
red-ink p.s. about LlFE coverage--about 90 letters'
worth.
--21J-July: C and I did assenbly-lire naili~ of
tm 90 letters,u with "Time Since" sample of SKY and
cover-ordering info I made up, to booksellers in Mont.,
Idaho aid Wyoming.

..

--26 July: delivered !:KY galleys to Walt Carr at
Elliott Bay books, nailed set to Susan Pelzer at Wkly •
Had lunch with Archie, asked him ato ut regioml advtsg:
he suggested Wkly, gave me name of KOIN talk host and
Western Writers of Am reviewer.

--31 July: selected album photos to go to Mont . papers,
about 2 dozen pies which took moot of a day.
--1

A~.

wrote SKY letters, with sample, to n. Mont .
Also have written Leland Case to ask about
Westerners reviewer.
dr~stores .

aro tW Prod Svces;
IM did mos t r£ the hist cl pies, in about 3 days am
cmaply.

1 Aug.: picked up pies from Price

9

A~.:

wrote captions for pies an:l adapted WSS rodeo

material for GF Trib.

8 Aug • : filled out author 's qnre for HBJ pub' ty dept • ,
wrote letter to Laur a Schneider providing list of
Mont . review sources 1 1 11 sen:i bool<s md material to;
also listed 7 profs an:l others who ought to get copies.

10 Aug: passed to Laura Schneider info from Lelarxi Case
about Westerners reviews : winnowed to mires/addresses
of Wre r reviewers in Chi , LA, Denver, St . L, San Diego .

14

Aug: --called HBJ tiR for Hoagland a.rrl tJjortsberg
addresses, learned from Rhoda the SKY advance sales to
bkstores new is 3314. Asked her for list of HBJ
standard reviewer so
--called Jan Ma.son at LIFE abt G'l'Bim reference, learne
the reunion story ne.y be scaled d:>wn, and possibly
delayed an is sue: but sti 11 scheduled.
--called Susan Pelzer at TOO Reader tocsk i f ttey ' ll do
regional ABA special; she said probably an enlarged
issue for Sept . 20, to be distributed at ABA reg'n
table . Said she's liked as much of SKY as she's
IlBraged to read between trip> out of tam; hasn ' t
assigned to reviewer yet . I suggested Jack Brenner,
she said he 1 d be g ood but has just done two f or her.
Said she would have the book reviewed for Sept . 20
issue . Learned from her that she'd heard of SKY before
I sent galleys--from Peter Mil1er of Miller & Murgo .
--wrote ~nd mailed items about SKY•s pub •n to ASJA
Newslatter and Authors Gui:W Bull etin .
- -wrote letter and sent SKY samp ihe to Innisfree Books
in Cannon Beach.
- -letter from Mike Olsen last week, reported that wren
re took material I'd sent to Los Artesanos bkstore in
LVegas, Diane Stein al.ready had ordered SKY on basis
of Pub Wkly, airl the fact that since HBJ publishes so
little on tbe West, sll3 thought this must be a go od om .
- -called S • Times , John Haigh c onf ir med tha t SKY
excerpt is to run Sept . 17.
- -called Ann Saling , winkled from her Annie Dillard ' s
address for copy of tll e book.
--culled tapes for excerpts to try at All Things
Considered .

16 Aug: called K Mulrer in to ask about ABA irospe cts;
sre said there is $for a coop ad, proo'ly with F&N,
wre re sre wants to set up a signing party. Told her
3300 sales figures from HBJ, she said that is n 1 t so hot
for a 15000 pri.nti. ng, tren thrught an:i said ~
probably all tl'2 booksellers are lil<e her, running
behirrl because of rejiggi rg of tre list after the purge.
Said she wished I could cone to SF for promo, tl"B re
might be outside chance if books begins to sell . Said
soo ' s heard, thru booksellers : 1) a guy who operates
a rovi~ distbshp out of Boise was given galleys by his
mother , who'd been given tm them by Kathy; liked it,
is touting SKY in his rounds; 2)bookseller here told
"somebody narred Connolly0 --urrloubtedly Joel or Dolly-who said they wanted to pass along copy to Annie
Dillard. I told K I 11.lready had wang&ed her address
for that, sre said that's good .
--returned call Frank took y' day, to Emmett Watson ' s
gofer, Carol : said she'd heard about SKY :;url the Life
~ 1e from a couple of people ; to Jd her I'd get back to
her when I have more detailed info.
"
17 A~: worked in UW archives on inian i:apers; gathered
addresses for K Mulherin to sero copies to Clark Spence,
Michael Malone, Alan Nourse, Frank Herbert. Letter
from Mark Wyman, suggesting a copy to Richard Etulain
at Idaho St .

18 Aug : Rhed a called, with sever al i te:rr5 : CHill cane
out of sales meeting to tell her posters wi 11 be done
for the West --said it had been "touch and go whe ther
they'd do that"; HBJ is working on heavy, i . e . widespread, reviewing, app arently deciding too book will
fare well; Virginia Kirkus review was a "rave"; tll:!r e 'lJ
be a phone caJTpaign to bookstores in Mont .; and the
new pubci ty mgr . Stuart Harris , who c ame over from
Harper & Row, kncws Annie Dillard arrl said re 1 d get a
copy to her o
--I sent Dillard's B'ham address to Rhoda, along with
suggestion that Harris serrl copies to Peter M' thsen, anc
to Dean Cole's NWn Reviewing Stand . Also, I sent copy
of galleys to Dillard today, with cover letter FBnti.ong
Ann Sali~; nailed 1st class so it ' 11 be returned if
address is no longer good .

18 Aug cont.: wrote piece to send with pie to N~ alum news.
Forgot to note that on the 15th, I dropped off galle.YB, pie
am cover letter at lkl alum news for Bille Lewis, \\ti o
is interning th ere .
19 Ai.g: Y'day, Rhed a called to say tre pub'n date has been
set back to Sept. 28, to allow more ti n:e for revie-lfs and
ad quotes; poos:i.bly som:! effect of NY Il!Bwspaper strike, too;
that there'll be a full-page NYt ad; CHill has sent
personal letters to 10 or 12 top reviewers, to say this is
a book HBJ thought they might like for their i:ersonal
libraries; arrl that 100 posters for Western bookstores wi 11
be ma.de avbl thru the sales dept. R also asked rre to try
whatever I could for a comment from Annie Dillard, who
seldom gives them.
--Minutes 1a ter, call from Doreen Della Rosario in HBJ
publicity, to say TIME needs a pie of me, to go with the
SKY review tmy're schewling ; Alice George of Time to call.
--Went to U Book Store, to try find out about how SKY
, cru ld get in to Xmas catalcg ; Soper on vacation, Mchdsg
· M@r Bruce Manger busy with a security alert, so I gave up
to oone home and try by phone . Reacred Maq; er by phore that
afternoon, learned too catalog is long since set--" tray
begin on i t in Feb.''; it ' s pub'd by Scribners, with UBS
doing its own cover. Maqser said. Maf€er said UBS has
good luck with co-op ads in the Daily, which cost $2.90 an
inch , run 2Q- 25 irobes for total of $60-$75.
--I wrote CH to tout regional ads in The Reader for ABA
convention distribution; Pac S for Xmas; the Daily, as
above; and in Helena and Billir:g s, as the Montana places
least susceptible to other nethods. Also said I'd tentvly
aim NY trip for early iZt Nov., whm CH will be back from
European trip .
--Wrote Rhoda with copy of CH letter, asked re r for 4-6
posters, and to let me knCM if posters are to be distbted
some way besides autorotcly with book orders, ~or I'll
provide litt of s~cific Mont. stores which ought to get
them.
--Wt ote KMulherln, passing along rews of Time pros~ct and
Kirkus review since I sometimes seem to have more info
then she gets sent her copy of "End of Hunt" adaptn to
appear in S. Times, so she can judge whether it ' s fit to
be reproduced for ABA passing out; an:i sent 17 addressed

i

19 A~ cont .--shippi~ order f crns for gratis copies of
SKY to writers , profs and roodia folks who might talk it
up . Asked her i f there ' s any a'lgle to llCD worked with
.,liw.'3 coinciderce that SKY ' s new pub ' n date falls within
the regional ABA. meet .
--Called Susan Pelzer at The Reader to ask if there 1 s any
excerpt poosbty; sre said no , thew're already set with
something-- my gt.e ss is Ernest Gann 1 s auto~i~ . That ' ll
likely mean SKY won't get p . 1 review position; tre only
real loss of the day .
- - Called Brian Lanker at Reg-Guard to see if he has pies
I can r efer the TIME person, Alice Geer ge, to; he said
everything is in NY , but he'd call Jan Mason about it .
Am curious about hew these invisib1e cr osscu:brents nay
work : will contact between Tine an:l Life staffers boost
SKY at one place or anot re r , or dcwngrade it at Time
because Life likely isn ' t making as much of the reunion
story as originally interded, or does it make any diffce
at all? I ' m pr obably better off not kn<Joling .
--Mai led release, pie , HBJ n yer and cover letter to
NU Al unni.s News , with mention of Hor i z on and Time reviews .
Aug . 1 9 : jus t now wrote L. Amer son at Tiries Mag , to anend
Sept . 18 pub 'n date to the week after .
21 Aug : wrote Bruce Manger at U Bk Store about s. Times
excerpt ; wrote releases for Choteau am Conrad weeklies .
Called Jeanne Metzger at Ev• Herald about possible
excerpt ; she's interested, arrl will do interview as well .
Am to serrl re r review copy . Found photoo arrl wrote her
thj s afternoon . This morn, wrote cover letter with pies
to Helena I -R, and mailed . vJrote artist Paul Bacon to
ask about buyirg SKY cover art .
22 A~ - -photocopied Kirkus review , enclosed it in letters
to Gary Bettis, a>king him to be G' heim refce· to Holden
asking him to let me knew when his freebie §KY arrives :
as a check on HBJ distbn ; arrl to Jeanna Metzger with
possible excerpt .
--Wrote Edward Hoagland arrl Wm Hjortsberg th3.nks letters,
asked Hoagladd to be G•heim refce .
--reworked SKY promo files , made up rew list of things
to be cbne .

23 Aug: first thing this morn went to LW for list of
book rvrs from The Working Press. Then wrote promo
pieces for Mont . µq:> ers:
--Glacier Report.er
Cut Bank Pioneer Press
Mob~ Wool GrCMer
Meagher County News
" Farmer Stocknan
Livi ~st.on Enterprise
Hungry Horse News
Townsend Star
--learned tonight there's chance of mail strike, so
readied review copies, \Di:iD out of my author ' s ronsgrunt
which came today, to mail in morn to GF, Billings, B•man
and Missoula µ:ip ers, and Norma Ashby at KRTV. I had
coincidentally written cover letters for all of the
above, and for the SKY n'Jl3.per excerpts, today.
--wrote prime booksellers in Billings and Gt. Falls to
advise them I 1d n:e iled excerpts to pipers.
--wrote Bear Paw Books in Havre to ask advice on promo at
Havre News .
29 Aug: call fran Irem Skolnick of HBJ reprint rights,
to report that she's had no luck interesti~ mass p'back
houses in SKY but is talld.~ to Dutton about doi~ a
trade p ' back. Dutton wanted to knat where serial rights
have appeareti, ani what I •m do~ next. Outlined Winter
Light plans for S . She wonliered if we'd trie« New West
for SKY, I tolAi her no; she said she'• be glai to t.al.k
with Ann, alx>ut any questions. Also asked il' we'd had
any mO'Tie contacts, told her we cion't have that kini of
expertise .
Calleli Am, reporteti S convstn ani rrry feelirg that some
of this was beginni~ to fall between stools a.Di shit ought
to call S; she agreeti.

30 Aue: wrote S fuller tlescptn of Winter Light, plus info

about possbty of SKY being useti ls Wn history text .
Wrote Stm.rt Harris, Jl!'JW HBJ director of promo, with gist
ot Montam tour, asked if HBJ would. pay; passed aloqi;
Archie's suggstn of Bub BeechwOOli sh<M in P 'lam, and said
rev copies are slow gettirg out here.
Sent Bill T:iaynan oopy of Kir~ rev featur.i. ng his mother• ;
quote.

2 Sept: Hank SbaW' came, did 2-hr interview as bkgni for
his review in The Reader. C and I had lunch with Archie
Satterfield on tl'B 31st; note cane from him hi~ly
praising SKY.

3 Sept: wrote CHill to pass aloll; L<rian Hemingway
material suggested by Archie, an::l to ask oor if' HBJ is
handling a:ny movie possibi. lities, as Ann and I assumed
they would • Wrote Archie note of tta nks, agreed to meet
for interview later in month , provide him a pie. (Had
phoned Fred Olson day or SJ earlier to get negs for
further pies fdt" promo . )

5 SePt: wrote cover letter an::l left copy of SKY for
Milt Hughs, producer of Seattle Today.
--wrote Dorothy Lough at Hart-Albins in Billings al:x>ut
possib le Oct. 12 autograph ' g date there.
- -wrote 'thanks to Gary Bettis for agreeing to be G ' heim
refce.
--In afternoon, phone call from Norma Ashby at KRTV in
Gt. Falls, jok:i.q;l.y asking if I •ve won the Pulitzer yet.
She likes the book hugely, asked if I ca:n coIYV! for live
appearance on oor show on Wed . , Oct. 11; I said OK. Said
I shoold get a copy to Tom Brokaw of TODAY SJ. ow, I said
I'd been mullill; it.
--Few minutes ]a ter, Diane Wrjght of Bellevue JournalAnerican called to set up interview on Oct. l3.
--Earlier , I'd cal.led Marge Lapic of Hunter's in Bellevue:
as requested by Kathy Mulherin, about c:bing a stint in
the author 1 s low:ge during the regional ABA. meeting .
Chose ll a .m. on Friday, Sept. 29.
--Wrote Julie Golding in Missoula about auto 'g date
there on Sat. after "Tod~ in ~mt."
6 Sept: Called Marge Lapic again, to ask best timing on
J-A interview. She amended my ABA time to 10:30 Fri.,
because the other author slated at 11 is going to sh<M
movies. (Lapic said she and Jean Halprin are 2-person

committee.)

6 Sept : CHill just called, with news of rave review in
Tine. John Roden had calJ.ed an hour earlier, after Pat
Kelley called with news tm t she 1 d just opened hers.
9B other topics, CH said:
--Stuart Harris will be in touch with :ne about Mont. trip.
HBJ isn't too enthused atout it, but would like to keep
rre happy, soo said; said she wishes there were more bool<s
to be sold there. Told her I need the J:I" actic e, if
nothing else.
--Asked her i.f' NY'I'imes strike is really hurtful, she said
she thinks not nnx:h, so far, "which only shows how bad a
job tl:ey 've be€1'l doi~ 11 with books. Said she's heard
rumors it'll be settled in mxt 10 days. Asked if she
still inten:is NYT advtsg for SKY, she said yes, they have
$5000 budgeted o
--Said Jovanovich asked her if they have contract for my
next book, she sa1d no, but trey have option. Wondered if
I'm ready to talk contract, I said I figlll"ed I'd wait
until I saw her in Nov., but supposed I co11ld do it
soomr.
--Said she 1 s in true h with Walter Clemons of Newsweek,
called him again today and told him to read SKY tonight.

--Other work today;: letter to Jack Herrlers:>n at Book am
Gift in Gt• Falls.
--2nd ASJA release to Tom Ma.honey.
~ent autographed copies, with cover letters, to Tom
Brokaw at NBC ard Steve Bell at ABC.
--Called UBkstare, Frederick & '~els on, Elliott Bay arrl
Miller & Mu~o to see if SKY is in stock. It's not,
except fer 4 copies Peter Miller received tbis mcrn.
Called WJ.olesaler, Ingram;; not in thereJ eitOOr, though
250 on order. At C •s suggestion, called CHlll to tell
her. She said she was glm to knC1ir1--bad asked the
dis tribn 11Bn am he'd told her the books are out everywhere- -said she 1d get '00 him. Asked her how advances are
by now, she said 7-8000, "about average" out of 15,ooo.
Also said soo thought she'd now get another decision out
of Book of the Month Club--I take it, a yes or no on her
secorrl try at tbem--on basis of Ti~ review .
- -Went to Shoreline with c, technician taped segments ontc
cassette f'o r us, to send to Nat. P\i>lic Radio.

Sept. 6 cont: wl'Bn I called U Bookstore, I spoke with
Marilyn Martin , Sre said sl'B 'd had a letter from a
friend, Carlos Kna.pf (I think), who had worked at HBJ,
I think was in cmr ge of mailiq; out galleys , am he
implored her to get -0 Bookstore to do well by-the book,
which he praised fulsom~ly, somettil?'f; like 11 a trove of
love." Kept my cool am didn 1 t tell her it didn 1 t seen
to get the 'took into the store on ti me.

c

Sept. 1: pasted up Time review for - phot.o copyi~, ms
gone to-Copy Mart to get 100 copies; also is hav1.q!;
sone pies of ne ma:le at Price's, am mailing book to
Steve Bell.
--called Bearpaw Books in Havre, tentatively set apprce
on Oct. J2 •
--called Hart-Albins in Billings , set apprce on Oct. 13.
--called Kathry Mulherin; she dug through her unopened
mail to her copy of J:'ime, read review while I was on phore.
Told her of lack of books here and the Havre bookseller's
complaint, she checked her microficte- and said it 1 s not
critical yet, this is the week the books ought to be
arriv ~ plac es from HBJ warehc:us e. Said s be' d get to
work on lbolesalers, call me on Monday.
--sent copies of TIME review to Larry Ander son at S. Times
arrl David Smith at Billings Gazette.
Sept. 8: sent off oopies of TIME review to about 2 dozen

i:eople~ friends or people in Mont . wh-o hel~d with too

research , and some o-f the family, such as Anna and Wally .
Sent 2 or 3 copies in each envelo~, as multipliers.
--wrote cover letter and description of interviews tape,
sent w.i:th inscribed copy of SKY to- Susan Stamberg at
National Public Radio .
--stopped by Miller & Mungo to sign copies as Peter
.Miller asketl a few days ago; he wasn 1 t th ere, blit I left
copies of the Time review.
--st.oppe d at tW library for xeroxes of Swan's diary
sample, Nat'l Public Radio address.
--returned calls to Den Peters and Archie S 'field a bout
TIME review o

Sept. ll:Sent out anotrer spate of the Time review.
--called Jane Reis for advice about Spokane TV, she
provided info on KHQ 11 Kaleidosco,re" mow .
--called Larry Anderoon to doublecheck date of Times
excerpt , he said it 's the 17th.
--sent Mulherin copy of Time review to show her Carol 's
lay-out job, ask if it coold be useful at ABA; sent her
my last 2 mippirg orden forms, for Terry Fei~ an1 for
Diane Johnson <:£ l£ Davis .
--Stuart Harr:is letter about Mont . trip arrived ; he doesn't
want to sperrl HBJ $ on it, I talked it over with C and
decided, since I can do it fairly cheaply myself, not to
press him into it . Srent mt1:h of afternoon on letter to
H, telling him my step:; on behalf of SKY.
--Den Peters called, "With idea that I shouJrl get intou:::h
with Marcie Horn of Bob Walsh's new agero y; she can handle
promo, etc . ToJ.d hi m I ' d think on it, get back to him.
--Wayne Arnst 1 s prints <:£ me arrived, look very ftne; wrote
i him thanl<s, some info about my Mont . trip.

Sept. 12: sending Tine review8I to Tom Jd:>oon, Ackerman,
the Breslins; ha.Ye now gone through the first 100, will
go out for 50 more this morn .
--wrote Gerald Keenan of Western Writers ROUNDUP , tellirg
him to nudge HBJ for review copy if it hasn •t cane; enc.
a Tine review.
--wrote thanks to Frank Trippett of Time .
- -wrote John Willard of Billil1ss Westerners to see if he
has copy to review, or I should get him ore.
--wrote "Kal.eisosoope" shtwin Spokane about possible
appeararoe on Oct . 9, en route to Mont o
--Laura Schneider of HBJ publicity called, said she'd been
in touch with Milt Hughs of Seattle Toda;r, he wants me to
call himo
--called Hughs, ne.d.e apptmt to see him 11 :30 tomorrow
--wrote Jack Herrl erson of Book an:i Gift in Gt . Falls
to ooni'inn store appearance date.
- -wrote Victor Scheffer asking him to be G'heim refceo
- -cleared desk entirely, filing all promo cams and notes
in folders; worked out schedule of out - of-house chores
tomorrow, ~ich includes Bellevue J-A interviewo

Sept . 13: Y1 day1 s mail included note from Jeanre
Metzger at Ev Herald sayiq; she'll take excerpt from
SKY, do interview- review as well .
-This morn, thought aboot angles fer Seattle Today,
which my heart :isn ' t really in, came up'With use of old
album pies for what "they can tell of the past. Milt
Hughs milrlly interested, wants to see more pies.
--Stopped by Pac S tD sign Alice's book, talked with
Elly and Alice, found that tmy ' re revanping the bk
reviews dept . and interrl a leng1hier lead review n<Ji,
plan to do SKY th9re; Harriet says sre 1 11 ask Kathy
Raff, former Montanan, to write it. Sha11ed Alice tm
Montana blowups I'd just shown Hughs, sh9 took the L.
ccwooys pie in to Paula, cane back to say iJemma::at it'd
go well with review . Took Alice to lunch.
- -Stopped by P-i to drt>p SKY pub 1 rs correspdce fi. le with
Archie ; ts wasn ' t at desk, si mply dropped it for hiip.
- - Went to Bellevue J -A for interview by Diam Wrjght,
arts ar:d entertainment edito r. See100d to go well. She
said she inten:ls to try get interview into Sat ' s paper,
to beat the Seattle piper s, an:l follOW' with review .
--Stopped by Hunter ' s books, met Marge Lapic, ~ o seeim
very enthused about SKY, seems tJi> be spreading the word
tor it--said she ' d tolrl R:ic hard H~ o a bout it , wh9n she
cal.led to see i f he could speak at ABA regional . She
intro ' d ne to store staff--Rick, Gerri, and Ann Soper,
daughter of UBkstore 1 s Lee Soper; Marge s aid Ann was the
om who spotted the Time review and brought it in.
Store still has no copies of book, said she's i:e staring
Ingrams fer ttsm; said Ingra1113 chrorrlcally underoreers - the 250 complement of SKY won't be nearly enough--mostJ.y
because of its controls from Nashville . Marge had heard
that JK Gill ' s has oopies.

Sept. 14: Took most of day to w<rk on G'heim applicn.
--Called Laura Sbbneider of HBJ phb'ty, told her wmre
we stand with KING; told her about Dick Estelle on NPR,
suggested review copy ar some contact wi. th Patricia Holt,
Pli> Wkly west coast editor .
- -wrote precede end afterword for Ev. Herald excerpt,
nailed it.
- -wrote Mulherin about bookseller •s wrd-of-mou th.
- - item aboo.t Time review in Wilt ETa.ns column in tcnight !
S. Ties.

21 Sept: Have fallen behim in mki~ these entries, am
will have to do several from nemory.
--18th , Monday, word from HBJ about LA Times review, took
po rtion of afternoon to find it , finally at uw. Did
further newspaper releases to Montana, rp.ore work on
G 'heim application.
--19th: interviewed by Archie Satterfield for P-I .
--20th: finiS'led writing G•heim application, Carol arrngd
typi~ of Statement of Plam , I typed my career descptn .
Called Rhoda to see if' anything is new--not much is,
except CH deJayi~ her trip to Oct. 15 --a.rrl Jan Mason, to
confirm that the Life st.ory is a washrut o Wrote letters
of thanks to Kirsch at IA Tines, Pintari.ch at tl'B Oreg •n,
Hank Shaw at Wkly . Sorted pies for KOO -TV .
--WOOn Archie was here, asked him to take picket of
reviews to Emmett Watson, as W•s go- for Carol had asked.
21 Sept 1 afternoon: dropped pie e at KING. Went to dntn
bookstores . Bill Doell at Freda-ick & Nelson on vacation,
his ass't looked up microfiche and discovered ~ram's
still doesn ' t have its 250 copies; couldn ' t decipher
whether Doell even had p ut orde r in to HBJ . At tte Bon,
clerk said soo thought they'd be getting SKY in--had a
phore request or ttwo for it y ' day. Walden 's at Westlake
had stack of ten, of which I bought 2 because I 'm so
desperately la1 on promo copies . Watson's at 'the Market
had never heard of the rook, despite The Reader with its
ccwer lire sitting next to tre clerk.
--In tcxiay's mdl, invite from Cal Fankhauser at KHQ to
be on Spokane Today; CHill note, with copy of Kirsch ' s
typed copy of IA Times review, which he 'd sent her; and
letter from Ainsley, in which he nentions I hai a glowing
review in the Tribune an:i omits to send it alo~ .
- -Marilyn Ridge finished G1 heim typi~, to my relief; will
mail tomorrcu arrl at last be rid of it .

22Sept: drnpped negs at UW Prcrl 'n Svce to get fam album
pies for Spokane TV . Mailed Fanlmaus er rev copy.
· --xerax:ed G'heim awlication, at last nailed it and copy
· af SKY.
--rtade copies af Chi Trib review, sent to MileOOlsen,
Carstensen, Archie s.
--wrote tha~ for reviews to D. Zocbar t of Booklist,
Gish for Chi Trib , Jam Estes for LIFE item in E. Watson.
LA Times review am Kirsch essay to Mark Wynan.
- -wrote Rhoda asking Thos . Keneal.ly 's address.
Sept . 25--Made Mon.t . trip files. Went to Ev . Herald for
interview by Jeanne Metzger . Then to U Book Store to shew
Marilyn Martin tba HBJ TIME blow-up, which she promptly
put in window. Picked up Mont. pies at UW prod 'n svces.
26 Sept: wrote thanks to Theresa B'ham for review, sent
her review, B •rran Chron arrl The Wkly to CHill; wrote Steve
Bell thanks, told him about Brian Lanker pies. Did s one
c alli~ to try figure out wholesale supply si tn for places
such as Meagher County News, tren called Carol Zehntner
.to give her HBJ direct order info . Cal.led Karn Klesh at
Tiffany ' s to te 11 her I 'd be au to gr aphill$ at Book & Gift
instead, but woold try sign bar books, if that ' d help .
Made Mont . trip resvtns.

27 Sept: returned from Green Lake walk, nessage to call
Larry Rumley at s. Tines al:x:>ut pie to run with r eview;
R wants somethiQ?; to run with starrlard 1-col rev:i.ew-l"x3", I think; sajd LucilB McDonald thinks it "a fine
bookx, " said he regretted not rev'g it hi11Eelf but he's
so bu.5y "it wouJ.rl delay it too much . " As is, ba 's laying
it out for Oct. 22.
- -Kay of Kay's Bookmark called, to say she now has SKY
in stock , and in the window; sa:id me got her's from
Ingrams, which had been the hold up.
- - chose pies and did eapti ons to send KH1Q, Spokane •

Oct . 2 : wrote Rhcda a list of first serial right sales;
wrote Mi~ Romano with Mont . itinerary; wrote Ncrman
Adams saying I'm avbl for Vancouver promo; postcards
to Juljs Goldi~, Jack Henderson, Dorothy Lough tD
advise that HBJ co-op radio advtsg is avbl; wrote Annsts
with nzy- Mont. schedule; mailed books to 5 people, bought
24 mailers . Returned call to Barbara McDonald of King
County Arts Commission, who wanted me t.o be juror for
pras e grant proposals •

Oct . 6--wrote CH, asking to see her on NY trip Nov . 7 or
8; rm.de plane resvtns; called Pat Vessie, asked her to
start research on travelers 1 diaries an::i Metis . Returned
call to David Shore of LA (213 )L.76-5933, who turned out
to be motion pie cane r&TBn, mostly shooting ooimnercials,
who loved SKY, was -worrlering abc:ut movie prospects . Told
him pub 'r is agenting in that respect , he said he himse]f
is "little more than a technician," but he ' d passed SKY
t o a frierrl ~ o 1 s more savvy a bout movie deals .
--called Carolyn Colvin at Pac S about ad d eadlim for
Xmas issue, dis covered it's the Mon I get backo Carol
is to research possbty ofE co-op ad wi. th U Bk Store or
Hunters, while I'm awayo

Oct . 16--Callee Rhoda , ordered 20 more books;
latest sales figures are Oct. 9, 8506 "partsales ." Had her transfer me to Audrey
Himmelstein ,in Mike Romano's sales dept; told
her of book ' s success in Montana, asked her to
expedite Mont . orders .
--Called Georgia Evitts, who had told C she
wanted to do autograph party at Sh ' ln bkstr .
we set Nov. 20, 9- 1; I am to bring Time ad .
--New Yorker review appeared in Oct . 16 issue; Ev.
Herald review and excerpt appeared y ' day. SKY broke
onto s. Tines best-seller list as #5, will make it tD
#1 in Oct . 29 listing o
--C set up Pac S co -op ad with U Bk Store while I was
away; called Carolyn Colvin to check, found UBS is
taking fil>age; under a deal Sid made, they get special
rate , $30 more than 1/6 p. Kathy Raff is to review
the book in the same issue.

Oct. 17--Inscribed books at Kay 's Boolanark, Arbur
ar.rl Elliott Bay.
Oct. 18--wrote about Mont . trip to Romano and Mulherin,
told them Ingrarns is something c£ a bottleneck. Wrote
Laura Schneider about Western Heritage award . Went to
Edmonds Book Shop, promised them a Time poster . Called
Marge Lapic to see i f she wants a signing party, she
said she does, will think about a date.
Oct. 19- 20 : wrote NY mag editors, planmd trip .
On 2oth, had lunch with Archie, be told me about Gig
Harbor bookshop, Old Bookaroos ; took Time poster to
Betty Morr CM ' s boo ks tore in F.clmord s, le ft reviews with
Edmorrl s paper •
Oct. 25, '78-- Took 1st part of week off, to relax and
think about Winter . ~ :45 this afternoon, Amy came and
we talked about questions for the Sb 'ln Tv interview.
Earlier, went to Pac S lunch, left 4 cowboys pie for
ill ' n with their review . UW Alwnnus CaIIB with Billee
Lewis ' s review. Chuck LeWarne called to tell me
Gedosch had spotted S1'v review on edit page of Wash .
Star , wi 11 serrl it to me •
Oct . 26- -Shln TV show this afternoon, 13 min . of
interview by Anzy-. Went very well, exceedingly nice
graphics by Jerry M' s staff, Artry very good as qner,
with her ani.na tad persona.lity . Will write thanks to
staff thru Fran 6lowers .
--Chris ti.an Science Monttor, and HBJ ad, both turned
up, fran th~brary and one of C•s students. Also
surprisingly decent interview done by Ebbtide . Shel
write than ks, via Dave .
--Frederi ck & Nelson iP . ad in P-I, for tomorrow's
signing party.
--Called Sylvia Tacker of PNW Writers Confce about
speaking invite Feb . 24, learned fee $300, gave
tentv yes .

27 Octo--Frederick & Nelson signing party, 12-2; sold
about 30 books while I was there, another 6 or 8 by
phone order; Bill Doell and staff thought it was good,
tho I fowxi it much slower than Montana stores. Went
by Waldens afterward to sign oo oks, found they were
outo~ F&N, incidentally, new has sold 72 of initial 100 :
again, Doell thinks that's very good. Signed the
rerraining 28 for him.

30 Oct . --Order of 20 books came from

HBJ, air frtJ tk
2 weeks from day of order, with a "send immediately"
injunction from Rhoda to warehouse .
--Seniing comp copies to Anna Beetern, the Morgans, Tom
Holden; also answered mail, okaying speech t-0 PN Wri terf
Conf in Feb., stalling U of w;o on request for my
papers.
--Lucile McDonald review ran in Seattle Times on Sun.,
quoted nicely. SKY took over as # 1 on s. Times list.
- -In today's rrail, good review from Denver PCDSt, and
terrific one from Wash'n Star.

J2 Nov • --RetUt'ned phone call of Suzanre Wright
Satterlpe(772 -4796) , formerly of WSS, who wanted to
get autogphed copies of SKY; told her to do it tbrn
Bill Doell, who could have me sign them during the
F&N Rep benefit •
:U.. Nov . --TOO above was truly worthwhile: at Rep party
last ?tight, I signed 6 books she ordered.

14

Nov . : summary of HBJ visit, NC111'. 8:

,ooo

--main contract points with Caro1 Hill are $15
advance, $9000 on signing, $)000 on compln of 100 pp
by June 30 179, renainier on compln of ms by e:al of

'79.
--7!$ straight royalty on any RBJ p'back.
--CH mentioned willingress to go to 60-1)0 split at

high level of p'back sales; moot in light of HB.Jls
sale of Jove?
1
- -maps: we agreed I d have to provide roughs. (Get an
understanding on this, warranty, airl J 1vic h willingness
to let me buy out of contract :Lf unhappy, in letter to

CH.

--provide CH a description of Winter Light for file.

14 Nov . cont . : from Laura Schneider- -I 'm invited to
speak t.o ALA in Dallas in June . She didn't have
details; I called y 1day for them, missed her , left
wor d with Doreen to have her call me tomorrow. Went
t.o Shln y'd~ to look up la.st yr's AIA, found it had
ll,500 regstn, r an for a week. Must ask Lamra i f
there ' s a spkr's fee .
--from Irene Skolnick : SKY is back to BJMJ for third
time, they ' re to do a test ma:i.lil'.€ of 4 bks--SKY, some
sort of western atlas, a Calif . shores book, and one
to be chosen--to 150,000 customers in the West; if
response is okay, trny'll take SKY as alternate. She
warned them she might not have copies avbl i f they
delay, BJMC said it would do its own reprinting if
need be .
--Won ' t auction p 'back rig ht s again, but will try them
a r ound in the spring . She said trn people at Dutton
liked SKY :inmensely, tho she cd.n' t get them to put up
more money; she thought they might even breach etqtte
by writing me direct to say how much they liked the
book, a step she sees toward raiding me from HBJ 0
--SKY also has gone to R D~est for 3d time .
--she sent to New Yor ker on 2nd serial rights basis,
got a praising turndarn from Daniel Menek (?) , who
said they avoid reminiscere es .
--asked her aoout movie rights , she na11Bd off studios
soo'd sent to , said she thinks it has better chance
with TV .

--Discovered trut Carol Hill, Laura Schneider,
Stuart Harris are impressed with how hard I ' ve been
selling the oook , particularly with response at sign ing parties . CH said she was in charge of one for
George Plinpton once at which he solrl only 15 books,
am those by gr abbing passing WOJIBn Clld charmil'.€ them
into it.
--when Stuart Harris dug out file of SKY reviews for
me, discovered he didn ' t have som I 1d sent to Rhoda
and/or Laura : best to send dup copies tlirect to him.

14

Nov. cont.:Y'day called Emmett Watson 1 s ass't Carol

with news of NYT adlr sales figures, Shln signing party,
Jean's story about '4th flo:rr: lingerie, hats, Ivan Doig"
- -called IBJ to talk with Irene Skol.nick abt handling
1st rights, got her ass ' t-Ama.nda (Irene out- with flu),
1
gav~her the gist and asked her to have Irene call me on

Wed .
--called to talk to Laura Schneider about Dallas ALA.., she
was out, got her ass 't 1'oreen, asked her to have L call
me on Wed .

Also asked her to check whether Smith 'n hro
been sent re-view copy, if not send one to Ed Th~son;
asked her to serd Green Immigrants to Carstensen .
--wrote thanks to reviewers at Pbila. Inquirer and Chn
Sci Monitor .
--Sat. the 11th, on way hone from ferry trip to pensla,
stopped at Fdmoms Bk Store, signed copies for the
Morrcws . Betty had wangled them thru her old store in
Illinois, Ingrarns and Baker & Taylor still out.
17th Nov, summary of-pfS'b- few days~
--lJth, 6 - 9, C and I went to F&N •s SRO "maet the authors'!
Turned out to be a social crowd, SRO middling fat cats
who wandered thru and bought damn few books . (Roger Sale
and Archie both vouched that was the way it went other
yrs, the real book-selling taking place the next day . )
Sold 4 SKYs directly, 8 more by phone orders to F&N. --1l!th, 10- 7, at tbe SRO, sold about 50 books , signecL40
extras for F&N . Business came in spurts .
--15th, called Mulherin to see i f soo wanted to nwge
Marge La.pie abt signing party; gave news of Winter
contract; told her Ingrams still a tottlereck , now Baker
& Taylor also out of SKY, asked her about nudging Romno
for mxt printing, she said she •d call him.
--called Rhcda about 1st rights clause i n Winter contract,
soo tad latest SKY sal-es figures-: 12, 200.
--I rene Skolnick called me back about 1st rights on
Winter, we agreed she 1 d handle a major share .
- -wrote SRO thanks to Bill Doell of F&N , the Hiatts for
use of their house .
--wrote prospectus for Winter .
--16th, send Winter prospectus to CHill, Irene s., Rhoaa,

•

17 Nov . cont.: On the l6th, answered qns for Dorothy
Bestor's writing class, 4-.5; possibly worth 8-10 sales
of SKY.
- -This morn, wrote cover lettei:.... to Stuart Harris, sent
him Winter prospectus .
--Forgot to note: on Dth, called~ Watson's Carol with
news of mxt contract, NYT ad, Jean's stoyy about. "4th
flr--lingerie, hats, IvanDoig 11 •
--Y 1 day phored Marilyn Martin at U Bk Store to see if she
has ample supply or SKY, advise her the 1st printing is
running out; she said she ' s sold 100, has another 100,
and an order in for another 75 or so, an:i may do more.

--Just

IlG(

called Rart-Albins in Billings, whicb was out

of SKY far a few days but just -got a big shiprent; Rdrs
World in GFalls, which has been out since day after Ilzy'

signing party 5 weeks ago; Phillips in Bozeman, which
st:Lll has books in stock. Then called Ingrams , to
druble-check Betty Morrow's info that the logjam there
is brolmn; foun:i fillat it isn't, they have 1090 on order
but-not-on hand ; fr..t shipment due- today might bring them.
- - Sent copies of SKY to Maureen stapleton, after seeing
in 11 The Gin Game" hCM much she looks like G'm., an:i to
Alice and Bob Cromie, whose address I cane across in
Wn Writers nemip list Archie loaned me .
--Sent Winter prospectus to Mulherin.
-~ Wed . 15th, learned from Pat Vessie she rec'd the
freebie from ma.ill~ label list -r did for Mul'barin: very
slOW'.-

18 Nov . : call from Chr:i.s Sharp about Oregon PBS plans
for series on NW writers : 15
shws, he-says . Sa:id
an interview with me wd take a co!!:>le of hrs, I agreed if _
it cd be mirl - or late- afternoon; said it likely wd be in
Jan . Told him I have family pies.

1txr

20 Nov: Shoreline Bkstore si~ party, 9-1:- sold 82 of
a; books, much to Georgia Evitts ' relief arxi pleasure.
Party nicely done, with coffee and cookies, gooo placemt
of table arxi books near entrance.
--Also , mws of IDMC, which Rhoda- put. on answering machine
Details to be learned this morn.
--SKY-still was on St Tim3s best-seller list y 'day, tho I
haven't seen a paper to know its position.

27 Nov . : Irene Skolnick called with details of IDMC .
Trey'll do printi~ of 1500 co_pies, offer it as alternate
in March or April. Will also go ahead with special sprine
mailing, at about sane tine, offering Sky; Companion to
California; West Coast Beacres; and Suddenly San F I sco'
to 150, 000 readers in Westo $1000 advance, pd 30 days
after distribution ; 10% royalty,-which XB HBJ and I
spli te S said trere was no cha.nee to get much morey.,_
because OOMC was so reluctant an::l there was no oomptn ;
Jack Newcomb told her they think -Sky na risky propostn11 •
--She als_o said, unofficially, that SKY is back to
press for another J.500 .
--Wrote A.:SJA Newsletter wi tb. OOMC news.
II
~ry ,&'Wflley at s W Time& II II II w
11
" S . Pelzer a'b Tfte R.eaa OP
11
" •
- -thanked Stliart- Rarris for Nil!BR ad
--rec ' d J2 bkB air freight, ordered .from Rhoda Nov,., -l3 (? :

'** --

- -evidently haven't recorded 2 calls from film-makers .
!bt 2 wkB ago, call from Anni.ck Smith (Star Rte . , Bonner,
MT 59823 , 406-=244-~.5'49) , one of- Bill Kittredge ' s students,
about Doig homesteads , for possible use for film about
Wyoo homestead wife Eleanor Stewart. I called back the
next ~ht , left names of people in WSS-Ringling who might
knCAait other homestead sites .
--wk ago Sat., call from Chris Sharp, Ore. college student,
who had talked with me at Bksellers meet about being in
series on NW-writers. Says they inten:J 15 !hr shows on
writers; likely would be Jan., involve couple hrs of qng;
I specified it had to be b:iill mid -afternoon, after writi.n g
day. Told him I have trove of Mont-. pies.
**changed my mini about above let-ters to Rumley an:l
Pelzer, decided it ' s better to save the news unti 1 nearer
the tine of OOMC offering •
--Rhoda caD_ea., to say there'll be another printing of
Sky, 3500. Sales .figures to date 13"491. Said she mailed
contract yesterday.
- -Kay of Kay 's Bkmrk called to ask me to sign 25 books on
Weli . , said she's gone thru an intermedte batch since I
signed her first ones; also said she's providing bks to
PNW Writers Confce to sell when I speak
0

lJec . 12-: catching up-Dec . 2 , went to Kay ' s, Elliott Bay and B. Bailey to
sign books for them . B. Bailey had no copies , except
,.,ne that Mollee was keeping for ilersel-f-; phoned Barbara
_ Bailey on the 4th to see if she wanted loan of dozen
'.X>pies of mine , sre said she did; C dropped them off the
next day-.
--Dec. 6 (I think) , Sk;y review in UV Daily; Pac S
review by Ka they Raff appeared about the same time .
--Dec. !O, Sky-went off -S . Times best - seller list for
lst time in couple of months •
--Dec. 4, spoke to C' s ECI group about book promo .
- -Dec. 11, at- request of Mulherin, called Dennis Kent
1f Bon, who told her he ' d like me to sign bks in.
Missoula; told him it'd have to be before Xmas , and re 'c
have to pay my way; re said Bon nornally has its own
plare ,.but doesn't at moment. Doubt anything wLll come_
of it .
-

Dec . 13: cane across note from Bksellers Conven t n
indicating student filrn-na.ker Chtis Sharp, who's to do
series on N.v writers, i l from Willamette u.., rather than
Mt. Hood CG as I 'd thought.

21 Feb. ' 79 : Before I lose the memory , invites from
-Rocky Mtn library groups --Sheridan Frie~ of the Lib ,
Gt o Fal"~.s Public_, ValieG Mont . Lib Ass 1 !l at Bozeman-have all been for dates late March tl:lru early May.
-Centered Dn Nat1l Library-Week, I think in April .- Might
be worth doing in ' 80--cog:>led with reading at Uo of
Mont .--with Winter i'orthcomi~ that fall .

9 March : this morn called Dee Glarke o.f Nat 1 l Public
Raiio ' s "All Things Consi.dered11 • She phoned y 1day-C took caJ..1--about my being intvwed by Noah Adams for
a weekerrl show
.:tvt-1 to be done -in- KUO· w studio .
--1'his is evidently result of sending in book to llPR
la st Oct . Caset te I sent then ha:m 1 t come to Clarke 1 s
attention , tho .
--Other payoffs of books sent around then : Mick Stephen
of Hel ena wrote in Jan . that Tom Brokaw of Today show
~d iP-Ven Sky- a g<X:rl plug , evidently on Jan . 15 (nobody
I kna.v , or at HBJ , saw it) . At Christopher Lwards
ceremony on Feb. 23 , Maureen Stapleton c~ up to Carol
rlill ano. said she 1 d been rn~~~ 1:.o call r.e about Sky-from the copy I sent her after s~einE Gin Grune •

J.i March : on Thurs . the 29th, 9-1 :JO in KUOW stJ.rlio , I
did interview by Noah Adarns of NPR . He had l1le read
chunks-0f t.he book, nearly lS min . wortn , tnen 'iad a
few ques+.ions , mQ_stl~tout.-1lo•q _I_gathered t.he material
and whether I was bothered by not being able t.o get
exact tones of voic e dwn on paper. Day before , when
A called to confirm, i reked how he ' d come acr.oss.. the
book . Said he saw El1.l it on the coffee table· of a friend
Hhos-e reading tastes agree with his . So mucb Tor
rrry dili_fillnce in sendi.ng__ .:i.n a roo.k...ard. casette-J..as.t. fall. .
--Fri . the 30th, went back to KUO~l for .i..nterview by
-Barbara bernhard . Talked with me nearly an hour, a gooa
inter.view, I think;_ B i$ very pr.of_'l , let me talk once
I got un:ie:rwayo
- -'AJ.:su on these tl'fo er ays , Priscilla Kverill ofll·f Alum
News got info from me for pr,.0file for their_next issue ,
focussing on NBA nomntn and my work on Hinter . A bonus
of Bi1lee 1 s i:.;orking ttrere .
--Went by UBk Store on 29th to deli.var PNBA acceptance
speech to Marilyn Martin; she and Lee S0per asked me to
sign books for the±r NBA nom:Lnees table . Signe<l about
l·O .

28 July: letter from Carol Smith today that she ms
offer of SOC>m pounds advance f r om Sidgwick & Jackson
fo r Sky .
--Called HBJ Har vest edito r 1·1ar go Mabie on the 2bth,
was t old Sky p ' back wil l be p ub ' d in Jan . or Feb.
Pr int run not set yet ; she said it could be 10 , 000 .
Oct. 3--reading at High lim Connnunity College, noon
today, from Winter ms . $200 .
--Radio Reader began on SKY, on KUO-J, Sept . 24 . Missed
hearing the first week, when we were in Victoria am
on the coast. After 8 days , he's now about 1/3
thru.
--Word from CSmith Agency Jast week that Sedgwick &
Jackson agreed to drop 2 clauses botheri~ me; I
sigood and sent contract S 28 •

..

13 New . ' 7

Dear on- I'

to wll you I did Rurv1 e the ew York tM :>. 1hcre
t least ono norent , 1ben
wa
otr lin oat of y hot 1 "th
l
an1 had an a pointroont with an cdJ tor at Harper ' s :in halt e.n
h ur am no cabbie would t 'Ire r.e as a fare b cauGe I wa~n ' t oin on tlie
luc t 'v
rport run, woon the survival instincts were pretty ba ly (JI! r -

lo

e •

nut then a cab darte out of

cond Avenue traffic , cnt a out

tlu' e lanes i;o screech to a slop in front of me, and the driver sa.id , 11 et
1 11 take you 1 erev r you
in. I sa 7 the 'Whole thir.e with tho;>e bastards .

ant . "

Yor

seems p r etty uc h like that t,om me , all extre

s , no middle

r und .

aw " eathtrDp' ,
t

nt
t th

ien to 1.he 'Gin Garre , " w.i th • • l~sha.11 and 1 auree
sp c 1 lly ->tapleton. Much o ... it. is aeord zinc: v n
1
m y - - ·t.
s t in a retirerront hone , md just. thi" year arol'
rne into one in 'e Jer ey, so a lot of tiie play trl t. ho:oo at m
But ho l ov ly to " t.ch ac t.irl[; of tit t c li bar , antl ood 1 s .
ck, IUll'R ced , urioc tp·c a, Wlraped, an back ;ow1rk : om
boo
"inc this v ry nJeht , 11 cm Cm·ol and I o t.o n 1:.aot.-tl e- ut.t1or
st in i
on for tl e b nefit of the Se t~ le fl
rtory . 1 t is an ocld • rt f
rr· tin[,--so is t 1 cot tract.- clausc 0rk - rn be doing the re t of this week -but before lone I can be back at the ty1 cwr-l t.er full- tine · ain. Hope all is
well Tith you - -you sounded like goddal'Jlll Superman on the phone.

l3 Nm· .

'Dear

fr~n'·:

am

1

78

Lucie --

t the Shoreline library a m:lnute ago , om of the l i brad ans jokir~ ly
cnmn:is Jratcd •ith nn about hav:i.113 to leave warm Ne 1 York for rr· id J, ot;tle, 'ch ndeed i:; the case . This is OIJ[' 4t.h straight day of colri , clear 1eather;
it •, nou 10:65, arrl tho ._ress and ferns on tho bock hil.ilside are still frosved .
riday, my fjrs t day ho"e , !-\ad an astonis'1ine clarity: the 01 'lpic ou t"1ins,
the outlines r buildin~t:. , uverythi~ sL0()CJ out inthe crisp ::i r . Carol and
f nt out for lur·_'- 1 m.• .r 1r a uall{ alOll t~ watcrfl'ont; it
as W. st tmreal
to oc ~ the c ..lo . ..., o!. th..:. t d.:.v ~ t r the Qr:ll"C O.! l c: Yo;: l •

.s I satd very brimly on the tho~ , the contract ne otjati.on ul.h Carol
~rent 10n:lerfully.
It was hardl.J
en
no ot:h tion ~tall, inf ct . ·hen
I sh
d tq.> at Iarcotir t at 1 on edre da.y, I
v .et by utuart orris, the
d·r cto of
vertising, arrl J,aura chite~.ier , the uhl city ·r ctur 10 w~ks
They e:;q;lained th.'1 t Garol Hill (it \roul 1 Gimpi.Ly
J.. r
lot j f
,E
as anyth"
but Carol 1) wa in a meet.in td th Jov n vich,
c l oi' tl-e t.i e theoe days, because of her sundry ru:i:x promot:i o
jo"n us ~t 1.unch in · fe1v minutes .
e 1ent a cou,ple of bloc
to rJ.1 t;ilian r sto. U'Mt call d :J. Gai1ci et to, an::l Carol '.ill
Lune h w· s ore visiting im t ian b tSin ,ss mtj l 1e ' d
is he
ill , ·
to et
to
re ro a contract. so
· re b
sai , ure, ,rhen do you wani. to do it? 3tua.rt arris t once s · , " 101.l, Laura
and I wj 11 wi th<lraw and leave you to it," ancl they loft. , :-ina for about the next
40 1 utes--1u tiJ. Carol had t.o o to anot.hsr eetjn rit Jov :vjch-- t.he two
l
t lked .
ctually, the contract t lk too less t
tm t .
d
t I tl o ht
wanted .
hat was the rev r
e
expected
to o --r·gnrjnu ti;at she •s m l<e an of er , whicl • ' ~
to try raise -1m ot.t:l q
1
id 1 11 ell ,
1A> the
oint in this us
kn to
1
kim of liv:i..:ne out. of it . Also r- there l l be
eurch expmse on the noxt book . So , I ' d
.;;aid , "Okay • 11

.d.11

1etter yet , we al rPed trat ~ wou:Jil get .• 9 , ~ on s· mng, t n 3, 00 "1hen
I Ll•rn :Jn tre first 100 pp . of ianuscrjpt at the enJ of net JW1C , t n the f:mal
:"J,000 on co~lotion of t1e book at t 1 c end of '79. PLtblist; rs l rdly ever will
gi'li o u. w1·~ ter more than ru 1f of tm advru1ce upon sienin t1e c~ntr act, e.rrl unually
t l.... uCCOnU half isn ' t raid
til c ...~lc-...~n o.. t.\.ic .::m ...... 1.;:'.:.pt. I _ ...o ~le.. . er
J 'lr ted. a better break on t.he pararback ri hts of the n:-;.t boo , n tt1e went
that ID.rcourt w0uld puhlish tho I:.ctf erback i tsel.f instsao of sellinc thu ~ r1 h.~s
to another publ:isher, and so I cot a royalty of 7~,, instead of t a 6, . .l ave l'or
, (Y .
~

to the takeover rumors which have been bouncin.?; Harcourt ' s stock around-rwnor was that 2 >th Century Fax was buyine the corrtpa!'y--...arol .n.11
said Jov· novich keeps tellinz her he doesn ' t intend to sell .
m n"J 1 , even ii'
someth'nr.; dJes a... :'en,
' 11 have enoueh a vance money on theh . . . xt book not to
worry nll tliat nuch.

last

tee. ' ~

r

As for the r eal Carol , she looked awfully e;o::d to me on rrry arrival ho"i. •
Jhe sern~a t.o be ent irely o~er '1er col d , am J'inrJs life much sinplcr l!i.. t hout
all the ....horcl :;.ne nc~otiat.lne . Toni._;ht she ' s col'ling ~th 11?e to tl-i'3 f r eder i c k &
Nelson bE>mi'it buffet, the star t. of this bi~ book- sign.i.nB ::..hind1._: ":tCY do i'or
the ,eat tle •"?~ e ~t:::iry Tteater. ~on ... • t ' s s~" ;ion .is 6- '1, :md tomori'.:>'-t I --and
.:?bout )CJ ot. her re 1;! onal aulh or s --T·Till s ·end 10 a .m. to 7 p .m. at tho 1wuse
leut for the occc.:;ion, .hile J.'Cvf le suppose~Uy tr')o t irouc; hand buym oooks o
It should b~ o.•1 cxper:•ence .
New York certainly was , or at least a few an£Uished MonBnts wel'e really
memorable . l'he mornine I was to go to Harcollrt to talk rontract, 1 w~rn busily
br lune J'r\)" teeth, and off popped the cap on ore of my front teeth and beean
bourx:in" aro\md the wash basin, merrily headine for the drain. By some mirncle
I ot my ..and dam over the drain hoJ.e before the cap reac e it . I 1-:ould have
been in an awful fix if I hacln 't saved :it , because the capped tooth is ji:rnt a
sna le , looking terrible and is so tender I don 1 t ti ink I could have stood !l
cloy 1l t.h out a cap on it . But I <li<l retr' eve the thirJ8 , stuck it back in place ,
ave been carefully ea tine on tbe op ooite a· de of rw mouth, and it has stayed;
l have an pppointment at 1 :30 thj s afternoon at Gr oup H .al th to cet it affixed
11
pcn!lanently" again.
Al otler appof nti ent j ~ for the Volvo , which 1as started to im.ke , r1 alarming
clatt.er . It ' s ]jJ.~J.y the i'~n clu,ch; ttn last 2 or 3 s rv:icir. :tnvoices, which
we :in er'ted from the r·revious owner, have notations t~t it ' s oin; to need
rk, n.I t
noise seems to core from around thefan .
.... •ve b.acn off' to th~ Vo _vo
;Upposedly the roblem is
to co< t bout 75 parts and L2 or , and we ' re su1 posed to et t e car by
s a 'ternoon, which is inf'i.n:i.tel,y speedier than we c an usually et repai r s
done on a car •

too

.Lat.... r: since

.~r*_tizt;

tm truck which c

tho

~e

ab~ve,

for it.

that 1 1aboutit.rr
here . .L 1U et ::i photocopy of th
rev
, am anJrtb.irlJ els
inter st, t-0 tnc in
tti
raj lint . Hope you 1 re oo th o in okay,, tholt h we Imo
be nn anful nu:i.s<mce, J,ucie .
1

hi.la . r.qu ·rer
is afore
.:;lt~

t

w:;t

love

You tun are somew11a t ovE>r-mor1est to y 1ur frlends: we ' ve ha({ a oou le
of notes , 1 thin'· J:ro the el ., s ai.d -tnrie, thnnkin us for t
co1 y of
.31<Y, as if we were ti1e donors rather than you . Take t~credit doo you .

p .s .

21 May
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Dear 1;,J

If I
oin
You

t

l lett r to you is
ter than
ts , h

in te
l

ver .

ed •
I

y work out with

tour "'ty .,

Before I forget to menti on it: have been reading what seems t o me an
exce•d i ngly interesting bi ography, Angus r:il son' s Tit, STRPJ GE RID ::. OF
RODYARD KIPLING . I •m not er.ou"h of a bio"raphy expert to say for sure ,
but it strikes me as an example of an interesting synthesis between someone
like Blotner, doi~ terrifically detailed writing on the author's life, and
the approach which concentrates only on the euy ' s .10 ...ie . Also have been reading
sotTVe Knut Ha":'.lSun lately (GFOWili OF THI:. SOIL am PAK) , and a lot of ~ other
magpie choices .

In my own erstwhile ll terary career 1 I am ttyillb to gear myself up to ideas
about how to sell the damn book , now that it' s written . More than -1ritten,
in fact --actually in page fo!'Tll . FoI'{;ive ;my of this updatiJl$ I may have
told you before , but the status is that publication date will be Sept. 18;
thf'! title, arr)vei4 at in a few frantic days ' funbling here at my desk aro
at Harcourt Br ace , is THIS HOUSE OF SKY: Larxiscapes of a Western Mind (the
title is 95% mine, the subtitle is my editor's); 314 pp ., selling for $9. 95 .
Accordi~ to a letter which arrived so late on Friday that l dicin 't have a
chance to phone to NY to doubl-- check, the print run will be 15 , OOO copies .
I ' d earlier been told it wou l d be 10, 000 , w'Uch was t;ood ; but 15, 000 is
excellent - - i.e . 1 about 3 ti. IM s what a book usually gets in its 1.s t pri. ntinr 1
ey-pecially a book by a "first" author . And ther e ' s the promise of either
a full-page ad in the NY Times Book Review 1 or 2 half-pai;ers . Then reality
begins to set i :b : the Harcourt Brace sales people tell my editor t.11at they
11
think they can sell the l:x>ok, but bec•use it's so literary", much idll
de~nd on hcu well it ' s reviewed, and ho.J good the pro?l'lotional quotes from
other authors turn out to be. (We ' re in this process r.ow of sending out
page proofs to ot~r wri. ters for quotes-- a new kir.d of roulette which
rather fGscinates me~
Aro there ' s been at least one heart-stoppi~ ep:isode with the book . About
six weeks ago, 9:30 one night I had an ani::,uished call from my aiSent , who
h<in flipped open ~r copy of Newsweek to a Business section story saying
that Wm . Jovanovich had purged the top editorial leve l at Ha.rcour t Brace-fired his editor-in - chief and her top 5 or 6 people . rJi th extreme
t r epidation, the next morn I direct- dialed to the number of my editor, Caro l
Rill , wondering whether I had lost my book ' s vital ally. Indeed she still
was on the job, told me things still were functionin&; and on schedule . Then
she pa used and said: "And :- •ve "">een nameri. the ll!W editor-in-chief • 11 In
{lhat already is an incredible s treak of luck on this book , that was a
t r ue jackpot .

Enough on 1:ha t score . Suffice to say 1 'm trying to peer ahead ti.> see how
t o keep :ri'J life norma.1 --if nobody buys the goddamn book , it' ll be all ~
normal - -and to get underway on""'~ n xt book. If possible, I'd like to set
it (and do the d r a!'t manuscript) entirely within this next winter. But
that ' s another story, in mnre ways than one . Meantime, I ' m a bit tj red ,
a.nJ more than a bit speculative- - and pretty dal'!Iled well off , all in all .
Hopine you are the sa"te , I rer:iain etc ••••

p .s .

Oh, ab:>ut that NY trip: it might be a month or so after ub •11
in touch at :iarcoi;.rt and call on other editors;
dr:/~re
might try hopscotchilJi across the country overniaht 'th
- '
'
c.
wi · you, on to vhi, etc .

~oo~, to keep

1£ 1

