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A grotesque Ol'era 
i,1 fourteeu scenes 

Cast 
Miss Todd ..... .. .................. ........ ...... Lisa van der Ploeg 
Laetitia ................................ . ........... Sadie Dawkins 
Miss Pinkerton . ............ Cassandra Norville 
Bob ............ ..... . ..... Jeff Petryk 

Synopsis 
Place - A small American town • lime - 1939 

M1<,!-, Todd, ,l m1ddle-,,ged unm,1rned wom,lll 1<; a pnm ,md prop(.'r, Up'tlandmg nwmbf:r of ht·r ..,mall 
town !,0(.:1t.•ly uf dwrth, lady'c, bndgL' dubs .:md tht• Pmh1b1t1tm Comm1lll>t.'- I h.•r nt•1ghbor. l\l1<.<, Pinkerton 
c,tops by occa..,1onally for lea and gossip. The\ lament on·r their old Jo-.t Im·~ m a poignant dul'I 
Laet1t1,1, Miss r<..xtd's ~·oung chambermaid, worries that -.he will end up lo,wh· ,ind bitter hke her nw,. 
tn_",s_ So when a h;md.:..ome young \'agabond !...JllX~ at the b,11.J, t.foor 111 SC',Udl of a httle <.:hanl',,·,
Laet1t1a 1<; 1m,tantly ,1ttr,1cted to ham and sees a possible way out. r-.1,..,., Todd,.., al-.oanx1ous to g,_.1 nd of 
the noS(.>y M1£.S Pmkerton so <,he can get a look ,lt the \·1s1lor LiH:>t1hil show,;; the .-ittrac:t1ve ,;;tr.-ingL·r m 
and Ule two women are smitten. Bob is smothered\\ 1th kmdm.",S by Lal'111ia and Miss Todd. and he 
entertams them with lus witty ,okl'S .-ind stones. TI1ey agr{'(' to ask him to sta~ for a week 

Tlu• next day, M1'>S Todd nH.'cts Miss Pmkcrton on tlw sln.'t:t. Sill' 1s ,lll ,1bu22 with the news that a 
crunmal hasiust l",C,lpcd from the county }<Iii ;md has 1:x-t.·n St>cn m the1rne1ghborhood Miss Todd can't 
hurry home qmc:k enough, for the snrn lant y of Bob's appearance .-ind the desc:nplion rvt1ss Pmkerton 
gave of the esc,ipt'<.l criminal has given her plent) of cau~ for alt1m1. Afr,11d for her hfe, she ms1sts that 
they get rid of Bob immediately. But Laet1t1a (with her great powers of pnsuilsion) convinces M1s<, 
Todd thal Bob can be rdom1c.-d, and that he mav <,how some inten..~t m h('r 1f she were to give him some 
money. Cl,111rnng th,1t <,he 1s too poor for him to be mterested m her, Mis<, Todd refuses. Laetitia sug· 
gests thill Miss Tex.Id "borrow" the money from her various club tre.-isuncs. Shotk('(l ill tlus, Miss Todd 
is ,1bout to reJC:'CI the plan when Bob comes downstairs. She ;md Lae1Jt1.-i .-ire so m love th.-it they will do 
anytlung to k('(>p Bob their gue5.t, even raid the liquor sto~ when ht.' request<., "soml'thmg to drink 

A wt't:'k ha<, gone by, and Miss Todd has been an ac:t1\·e thief, g1vmg ,111 the mont'\ to Bob. M1~s 
Pinkerton bu~ts Ill with news that the thief 1s <,llll at large and has robbed miln\· hou",('S Ill the ne1ghtx)r~
hood, some of the women'<, club<, and Sunday church collections. She ha<, al!.O heard the alarmmg 
report of a midnight rcud 011 the liquor More. Afraid of bemg detccted, M1,;;s Todd plays 11moa:nt, when 
Bob, from the up<.,t,urs bedroom, 1s heard singing a drmkmg song .-it the top of lu.s lungs bdore he 
collap-,e5, with a heavy thud. When Miss Pinkerton has left, ~l1ss Todd ,Uld Lal•t1ti.1 go 11r-,ta1t'!> tochecl.. 
on Bob and di-.cover him passed out on the noor They re\"l\·e tum and ms1st that he m,1ke Im, gl'tawa\ 
to avoid being caught by the pohc:e. Bob claims that he ha!. done nothmg wrong, .-ind the two \\t•m~n 
tell him that they 1..now he ,s the escaped tluef from the county 1,111 When Bob re, e,1ls th.-it he 1s ,or
the thief, Laetitia and Miss Tex.Id confess the1rown cnmcs with a bit of bra\"ado. When Bob '-COids lhl'm, 
the shocked M1<,s Todd asks, "So, 1s vour lo\"e for me so <.ma ll you won't <,land b,•?' Bob laughs, ·•small1 

I don't love you at all!'' Crushed and defeated, Miss Todd nil>s mtoa rampaged.-i,mmg to call thepohce
and, u!.mg her mnuence m the town, ;1ccuse Bob of every cmne m the book 

\Ve st.'<.' that tlus \•.-a<, all part of Lael1l1a's plan, ;1nd now 1s tht.' mom('nt for her to t.11..e contn.11 of the 
s1 tu,1tion, conv11u:1ng Bob that the only reasonable pl.-in 1s to nm away with her. He finally agn'\.~, 
saymg, "As long a<., I'm tal..mg the bl;une, I'll live up to my f,1mc ,ind <,lc.-il L'H'ryllung r.,he po-,,<;(.><.Sl'S~ .. 
Miss Todd returns to fmd her house ransacl..c<l and empty, hN s;ifo looted ;md her car ~tolm She 
collapscs a<, M1<.<, Pinkerton (who has let herself m) loo~ tm 
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PIKE 
A Horse Opera 

Cast 
Narrator.. ........................... . ...... Lisa van der Ploeg 
Betsy ..... ... .................. ...... ..... .. .. ........ Cassandra Norville 
Ike ................................................... Jeff Petryk 

Synopsis 

A Narra tor presents tlus saga wh ich she wrote - a s.1ga about the co lorful Betsv and her less than 

brigh t husband Ike, on their way \Vest lo find gold. Crossing the prairie, Betsy and Ike are threalened 

by a band of " l.nd1ans", a posse and the Cavalry (the Cava leeria), all of whom are chasing the 

desperado Dirty Dan, Betsy's former lover. 

In the nick of tune, a tomc1d o scoops up Betsy and Ike out of ham1 's way and it eventually deposits 

them in a Western town. Undaunted by their 36-hour night , they convert their small bit of go ld dust 

into cash and go inside the Sil ver Penn y Cafe where they greet assorted Western types and drink Red

Eye. 

\Vlule Ike chats with some cronies to one sid e, Betsy overhears that her old name Dirty Dan is 1n 

town. This unnen1es her because she's not completely sure her love for Dan is dead. 11w tension 

mounts as she drinks more Red-Eye. Suddenly Diln appears and he sweeps her mto a tango. Though 

she sings, "Let me go, Dan!" she doesn' t mean a word o f 1t. 

Ike finally sees what's going on and challenges Dan to a gu n duel. Betsy's allegiance 1s tom between 

the two men ,1s they fight. Dan fi res at Ike but misses. Ike shoots Dan several times, ostensibly 

killing him. However, unknown to Betsy and Ike, Dan's final act 1s to raise his gun to shoot al Ike -

but the bullet hits Betsy instead . 

Ike rescues her from a long, staggering ta ilspin, but alas, 1.he's moribund and "goin ' fast." Neverthe

less she mam,ges to sing her death aria ("Don't cry for me, Ike, or I' ll cry fo r you") and reviving 

herself with a few last sips of Red-Eye, she launches into the Credenza ("Good bye ... !"). As Betsy hits 

the Ja<,l note, she falls stiff as a board into Ike's hands and di es. Weeping manfull y, he drags her off 

ilnd the Narrator, moved to tears, respectfu lly ends her mclsterp1ece. 



Sadie Dawkins, a nallveof Montana, 1-.,1 H•r-..1t1lept'rfonnerm mu<,1cal I
theater, opera and concert <,tage. Favorite mle<, mdude Mu~tta in La

Bolil'me, Lisette i11 La RonJme, Elle Ill I.a \'mr Hum,1111e. Marian 111 TM
Music mun, Joseplune m H.M.S. Pit1ilforr. and the female chonis m The
Rapt of LuO'l'tia. Ms. Dawkins ha<, been lht• n.-c1r1l'nt of nunwrous
awards from such organiz,.1hons a<, the Metmpt,htan ~ra Counal.
Tiu:~ ahonal Association of Teacher.. l'f ~mgmg, and the P1 Kappa
~mbda Honorary Music Society. While ,1ttendmg the Cleveland
lnshtute of Music, she was aw,rn.led blith the Jtalo T,lJO and the
!\tax Bem1an prizes in Opera Al~ wlule m Cle,·ek1nd . .l\1s. Dawkins
apprenticed with Lyric Opera Cleveland. appearing there m

mamstage productions of U' Naz.zed, Figaro, LA Fmta G1ardmm1, and
The Rape of Lucretia. In 1994 she w,1s d10~n to parhcip,ite m the Art

Song Festival, smgmg Ill ma<,ter cl,i<,c,es IL'll by W<1rren Jones, Sarah
\Valkcr, Roger Vignoles and Ol,if B.1l'r Rt-cl•ntly Ms. Oawkms appeared

111 concerts of opera and music,11 the,iter lhmughout Italy with Centro
Stud, ltaham. Current ly ~he,.., workmg towards her Master's degree at the

G,1 ll atm School of Individualized Study at NL•w Yori... Un1\"er,1ty 

Cassandra Norville grew up 1n Billings and recl'n·1..'lt a badwlor'<, d1..'
gn.x• 111 Voc,11 Pl·rforma11CL' from tlw Umvers1ty of l\ lontan,1. Cradut1testud•
,t..., took hL·r to tlw Atldnhc coast where she completed ii .l\l.i<,ter'<, de
gn.x· at th1..• Nt·\,· England Con<,t.>rvatorv m Boston \Vlull' there, c,he
was lw,trd "" till' Qut'{•n of the l\i1ght, as Rtx1elindd m t-1,rnth.•I'<,
RnJd/nJa, ,rnd ,,._ [11..•n,1 1n Nino Rota\ r,,,. ftahil,i Strau• Hat. TI1e
Ohio Light Opt·rd featurt>d hl'r m <.t>,·eral roles mduding Adl'll' m
D1t FkJ,.,-m,w, ,md Ro.,,e Fl~·nn m Vic.tor Herbert"s Eiln71, \\ h1th 
\,,,._ rl'u,rdt'll ,rnd rl'll',1!.f.."(.l 111 19()8 undt·r the ·e\, port (Ja<,<,1t.~/
Sony l,ibt.·1 Shl' ha._ pL·rfom1Li.l with Opera Color,1do, Cl'ntral C1h
()pl•ra, Pn-.m Op,.>r,1. ,1ml tht.• C.1mbndge Lieder and Opert1 Sou
l"ly Add1tmn,1I n.,)(...., include Luna, M1c,1el<1, Violet1<1, Konstanzl',
Mus,:ttil, r,,mina, CIL•op,1tra, Gilda, Susanna, and L1uretta Shl' ha-,
also pl'rfornwd in Gl·nn,1ny, Au<,tri<1, Ireland, Scotland, Pol,1nd, ,ind
I lung,1ry. C.,w...rndrd has rt.'(l·ntly returned to the U.S. after hnng ,ind
working for two ye,1r,; 111 Hamburg, Germany, and currently !iv('f, Ill
New Yori... City. Shl• is delightt.'<I to have tlus opportunity to return home
,md <,hrire lwr ta](.•nt with the people who have ,1h, <1ys been such ii great support
to her car1..'C'r. She ded1call,., thew perfonnances to her father, TJ. Norv1 !1('. 

J eff Petryk began perfomung on the hve Mage ,lt lhe age of eight He
holds undergradu,1te and gr<1duate degn.'l><; m mt'lli,i, nx:,il perfonn.ince

.ind musical thh1T)' from Seattle Paofic Umvers1ty ,1nd the Uninrsity
of \Vashmgton. He h,h a lso !.tud1ed vocal performance at th~
Mourteum m 5.llzburg, Austria and w,is nonunatl-d senufmahst m
the Friedrich Schorr Memorial Performance Pnze m Voice. HI.' has
performed prmc1pal rolt><; Ill numt:'rou<, Bro.idw.iy musu.:als and 1u
opera~ such a.!. Toreador Ill Carmt·t1, Oapertutto m U's Contrs
d"Hoffma,i, Don Alfon<,0 in ClN/a11 tuttf'and M1!...ado m A11kadC1. Jeff
perfom1ed for the first time with the lnll'nnountdlll Opera Com
pany 111 1998 as Baron Douphol in UI Trat'Wta Jl:ff'<, n<:h lym bari

tone has charmed i1ud1ence~ ,iround the world with lu!> splendid
ag1ht\ to perform a wide vanetyuf mu<,11..,1lsty\1.....,otherthan the ever•

popu laroperahc genre. J£'ff '<,exp<>nmceon the<,t,ige ha~ al30 included
the production of his own Mage <;huws Amcr1ca·s Mu-.,l· oftht· We:-t, Cf'i

t'bratf' Amenca!, Music, Magmfiant Music! whKh have takl'n him across
America and througtmut w~tem Europe, Ru<,S1,i, Austrilha and Canada.

Jl'ff also produces and stars 1n lus annual benl'f1l <,hllW Clm~tmus m Montana, 
now 111 11<, Nth sea<,C1n. I le l1t1 .., !1kew1~ appeart>(i 1n nunwro11s cona•rt fonims. I le 1-, currt'ntlv producmg
a pilot for r<1tlio, tl1 l('v1-,1on ,ind the live stage e ntitled Gin• Him tlie Glvry! 



1rr:'a~!~~:&;!~~oc:,~~rn;i:~~::bL~~~t:~~t~~uf!i~:~~~~~e~~~~;l~;;;~~~
Program and the toured nationally wilh lhe \Vestem Opl'ra ll1eater. Among 

her first professional appearances were with Raymond Leppard and the 
Indianapolis Symphony Orch€'Stra m TJw Barbt.'r of Set.•11/r and The Thrtt
Cornered Hal. A prizewinner at the Ellen Faull Gordon Competition, Ms.. 
van der Ploeg also was a MET r£'gional finalist repre,enhng lndiana for 
three consecut i\'e years. Among the operatic roles <;he has performed 
are Orlando, Witch, G{'J1ev1l'\·e, Maria (in Bolcom's McTrogut), Aunhe, 
Orpheus and Suzuki. Though a native Ca lifornian, she moved to 
Nykobing F, Denmark whm sh£' was three yC'ars old. After finishing 

high school in Denmark she returnOO to California where she began her 
vocal studies at Yuba College in l\larys\'llle, and then con tinued on lo 

study at the University of the Pacific in Stockton. She is a graduate of 
Indiana Uni\·ersity and a '>IU<.lent of soprano Constanza Cuccaro. 

Judith Diana, o..Mc.11 a11d ,1ccomp,1n1st, is a grnduateof M,inhattan 
School of Mw-,1c (N.Y.C.) 111 Accompanymg. As sol01st, she ha <, per
fonned with the South Shore Symphony o f Long Island and with 
the Un1vc~1ty o f N.Y., Fredonia Symphony, where ~he completl'll 
her undergr,1duate work 1n music educa tion. Working Summc~ 
ha\"C' bt..">Cn spen t at the Colorildo Opera F~t1vill, Colorado Spnngs, 
Color,ido; Bon<;Goldow<,ky Workshops in Port Townsend, \Va <;h
mgton; ,md 1l1l' Aml'nc,1n ln<, t1tute of Mu,;ic in Craz, Austria. Cur
n·ntl~_. Judith 1<, employl'li by Op<-r,1 Colo rado m the ir Arh'>t Center 
and IM S l:x'<'n pn·p.ir,lllon ,u.:uunpamst for If Tabarro, The Jm11rcssur10, 
and Los Bohrmo... She 1-. re<,porn,1ble for outreach product10ns, and 
accomp,iml~ m,111t.'> t,1gc produ<.tion preparation, and perfonwt,it th£' 
keybo..ud \\ 1th orthl">lra m Ope ra ptrformance. 

0 ,~ev~~.,,;~J1t!~~~~;)J~~~~~;&;;~;;~~~:<;Tc,~~;1;;~1~t~~~~; 

received his Doctorate m Voc,11 Performance. His professional cred
its mclude sc,•eral lead mg rok~ with the Ohio Light Opera, America's 
premier company specia lizing 111 operetta He has also performed 
with the Opera The,1terof S1. Louis, R1mrock Opera, and lntcm1oun
tam Opera, for whid1 he hasSC'rved as chorus master since 19%. A 
popular perfonner in the state, he has been a featurc"CI soloist with 
the Bozeman Symphony, the Clilcicr Orchestra, the Missoula Sym

phony, Great Falls Symphony, 81\lmgs Symphony, ;:md the String 
Orchestra of the Rockies. t le was a member of the Montana State 
Univer<;ity music faculty for f1w ye.irs, and now teaches at 1l1e Uni

versity of Montana m Missoula, with his 
wife, Anne Basinski. 

01J1~:~:~!i~~yfrom Pike) i'> cum·ntly A~~a~e~~/~!,~~}i~~!c~r~ 
Montanil. She ha<; a Ma'>IN \ degree in Stage Direction for Opera from 
Indiana Umvers1ty as well asa Ma<,ter 's m Vocal Performance. She hils 
~ung with the Indianapoli s Opera as Barbarina in Mozart's Mamagt 
ofhgaro, ilnd with the Ohm Light Opera as Patience in Pat1n1u, Alm1na 
in A Ntgllt ,n Vtnnr, Galatl'a in Aly fair Galall'D, Josephine in H.M.S. 
Pmaforr, l\11 1n TIii' l.Jm,I of Sn11/rs, Angele in The Ol'era Ball, Mantza 1n 
Counl~s Marrlzn, and AT'S('na in TIie Gy11:.y Baron. Anne has also sung 
with lntermountain Opera a<; Zcrlina 1n Don G1m"mm, and with R1mrock 
Opera a., Rosinr1 in "llic B.irberofSC'vil\e. She has appeared with vanous 
orga niz.it ions around the '>late, includtng lhe Glacier Srmphonv and the 
Missoula Srmphony Orch<'Stra and Chorale, and Helena 's ··Song for L1f('" 

SCTI(><; 



About the Composers 

MARK BUCCI 
An Amencan composer with ltahan hentage (his grandfather ,.,·as a bassoonist m Toscaruru ·s 

Metropolitan opera orchestra), Mark Bucci has wntten one of the most popular and funniest 
Amencan operas of the la st four decades, Sweet Betsy From P,A.e, a favonte of hLS one time 
mentor and publisher, Frank Loesser. An abbre\·iated list of lus <1cmmplishments include a 
Lincoln Center opera commission, co-winner of the " ltaha Pn ze" (an mtemational 1V award 
for opera), two Guggenheim fellowships, a National lm,litute of Arts and Letters grant a 
Gregor Piahgorsky Award at Tanglewood where he studied with Aaron Copland, the lrvmg 
Berlin Scholarship (funded by Rodgers & Hammerstein) at the Jmlhard School where he stud• 
ied with Vittorio Giannmi. Besides being an accomplished opera compo~r, Bucci has several 
mus ica ls published (Cheaper by tlle Dozen, Thurber's The Tl11rtm1 CIOf..ks, and others) has done 
film and TV scores, orchestrated fo r all media, is a published plavwnght ;md has wntten the 
libretto for Dr. Ph il1p Spnnger 's opera Myron. 

GIAN CARLO MENOTTI 
Gian arlo Menotti was born on 7t h Jul\" 1911 the ninth of tl.'ll dukln.•n 111 Cadegl iano, 

Italy. At theageof s ix he began to compose songs, and and by the age of l'le\·en he hild wntten 
his first opera . In 1923 he bega n his forma l musical trammg at the \'erd1 Con.servatory m 
Milan Followmg the death of his father, his mother sought th(' illh-io.> of tht.> conduttor Artur 
Toscamm and took Gian Ca rlo to the Um ted States, where he wa'> t·nrolh..><l at PlulaJelph1a's 
Curtis Institute o f Music. There he completed his musical '>lud 11......, Mudvmgcompos1t1on un
d er Rosario Sca lero. His first mature work, the one--act opera buffa, Ameha Goes to the Ball, 
was premiered m 1937, a success that led to a commission from the N,1 11ona l Broadcasting 
Company to wnte an opera especially fo r rad io, T/1e Old Almd a11d the Tlmf, th(' first such 
comm1ss1on ever gJVen. His first ba llet, Sebastian, followed 1n 19-W, and for Uus he wrote the 
scenario as we ll as the score. After the premiere of his Piano Concerto in 19-1 5, Meno tti re-
turned to opera with The Medium, shortly iorned by The Teft•11lione, both en,oymg mterna tiona l 
success. The Consul, Menotti 's first fu ll- leng th work, won the Pulit zer Pnze ,1nd lhe New York 
Drama C ritics Circle awa rd as the best musica l play of the year 111 1954. By far Meno tti 's 
best•known work is the Christmas classic Amultl and the Night Vi,,tors, composed for NBC•TV 
in 1951. This beloved opcTil celebrates theSOt h anniversary of 11.s premiere 111 2001. 

Menott i wntes the text to all his operas. Recent opera s include The Smgmg 
C/11/d (1993) and Goya (1986), written for Plkido Dom ingo and g iven its premiere by The 
\Vaslungton Opera. In 1984 Menotti was awarded the Kennedy Center Honor for hfehme 
achievement m the arts. He was chosen the 1991 
HMus1cian of the Year" by Musical America, inaugurating worldwide tnbutt~ to the com• 
poser m honor of his 80th birthday. His music has been pubh3hN by G. Schirmer s ince 1946. 

1958 saw the openmg of Menotti's own festival, the Festival o f Two World3, 111 Spoleto, 
Italy. Devoted to the rultural collaboration of Europe and America in a program embracing 
all the arts, theSpoleto Festival has gone on lobe one of the most popu l.u festivals m Europe. 
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