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January 10, 1978

Bruce Sundquist
210 College Park Drive
Monroeville, PA 15146

Dear Mr. Sundquist,

I believe you can find an answer to your land area problem in
Senate Document 199, A reference to this publication 1s in
Training Text4 (2200). The figure of 728 million acres for
the area of the western range as defined in SD 199 (page 3)
covers several broad vegetation types including desert and
forest. Above timberline areas are included 1n some of the
types. See Table 1, page 6.

The conditfon of the western range has not changed appreciably
since 1936 when SD 199 was published. A portion of the range
has improved but a large portion has continued to deteriorate.
Continuous grazing, the prime cause of range deterioratfon, is
sti11 the most wide-spread method of grazing on both public
and private ranges. Please read, The Problem, on pages 15 and
16 in TT Text 4 (2200).

Even where stocking has been reduced to a moderate or light
Tevel, areas such as meadows, riparian stringers, swales, and
gentle slopes within easy reach of water-potentfally the most
productive areas on the range-continue to be deteriorated with
continuous grazing.

The idea of periodic resting of the range from grazing (rest-
rotation grazing) is catching on but all too slowly.#1 do not
have any idea of the portion of the western range that 1s un-
der rest-rotation grazing at the present time but it {s small.




