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Biographical Sketch

August L."Gus" Hormay

Born May 10, 1907 San Francisco, California

Education
High School
1921-24

College
1/26-5/29

7/29-5/30

May 1930

Employment
1931-'66

1966-"'77

Lick Wilmerding School of Mechanical and Industrial Arts
San Francisco, California

University of California
Berkeley, California

University of California
Davis, California

B.S. Degree in Forestry
Took courses in plant and animal sciences and range management
during attendance. .

California (now Pacific South West) Forest and Range Experiment
Station, Forest Service USDA Berkeley California in range
management research. While there developed the concept of rest-
rotation grazing. Two principal publications on the subject are:
Hormay, A.L., and Talbot, M.W.
1961. Rest-rotation grazing-a new management system for
rerennial bunchgrass ranges. U.S. Dep. Agr. Prod.
Res. Rep. 51, 43 p., illus.

Hormay, August L,
1970. Principles of Rest-Rotation Grazing and Multiple-Use
Land Management, U.S. Dep. Int. Bureau Land Management.
U.S. Dep. Agri. Forest Service 26p., illus. ‘

I transferred to the Bureau of Land Management in 1966 where I
served as a range management advisor. I remained headquartered
at the Experiment Station., I retired from government service in
1977. While in service I conducted training sessions on rest-
rotation grazing for BLM and Forest Service. These were attended
by Federal and State agencies, stock men, various rangeland
resource users and environmentalists, I got rest-rotation grazing
applied on several ranges in each of the western range states.
Results are there to see.
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I was born iu an outdying distriet of Sen Francisco in the month of kay, 1907,
ihis neighborhiood had nono of the aspecta of a big city. Dwellingn were ruthor spar
aaly scattered over a landscape of open hills and the atreats aa late as 192.0 Wors
unoavod and enly horse drawn vehicles could get thurough the deep rmd of the winteors.

Nearby wore cxtensive aroas of truckworop faias where tolling Italian gardeners

arow fresh vogotables for San Franolsco morykets eand tablea. Those vesolable gardensg
were the scene of uany boyish eascapudea. Thoy were the sourcoe of oabboye leavog aad
Yrilk weed" for tue rubbits and chickens wiich we ralsed at home, ‘ihay wero also
the souprve of sitolon euryots, lettuce and ortichokes, fop which the "rang” rishked
e weath of the pacdenors, who often gnve chase and tircatanod us witi groat bodily
Lama, But we simply hed to rmngh o raw garrot or an artichoke after sQiool =-- and
bogides 1t was fun, ot unfreguently we found our way to the dairy whore we watohed
the men feed and milk the oows and then got "Hushy" to get us swme bhuttermillk,
Trapping "rod h;da” (California linnets) either down at the "spring® on the

Jocan Shore railroad trmok or up on the "rocka”, saw Fete and e late to supper many
avenin;as. For over a period of w0 years moat of the boys sinzly or in peirs, bew
case firewood peddlors. On Saturdey worninga they racod down t0 Fronchys wo that |
they eould have the pick of the best horse and wagon in the stable, Two tripa a
day from the heart of town, where mogt of the building construction touk plase
and wheore wa ot our wood, gave ua & two and ome hals dollar profit,.

( Ny father was & Buropean truined eabinet makors, & craftsoan in every sonse
of tbe word, but his employnant was not aliosether assured sad there wore many
tl08 whan he 'did not work, Hiso norwml ware was Jjust sulticient to meagerly support
g fanily of four. It was quite potural for wme to dovelop interest in woodwork ond
I helped my father build rony thin s, fras chicken houses to Leautiful ploces of
venoored furnitura.
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Upon being graduatod from primary school, I entered Lickedilmarding, & high
school of mechanical and industrial arts., There I studied architecture end my
entire Waining was along artistic and meghanical lines. Over a period of four
yours ny shop work a$ sohool included mmsonxy, sheetmetal work, foundry, autamobile
repair, pattern making, and woodworke In the class room I took those courses that
would pemiit me to enter colloge. During vacation period I invariably tmmi work
in a woodworking shop.

By the Wme of rny fourth year in hiih school I had sequired considerable
proficioncy in arghitecture and had drawn two plens for buildings that were cone
atructed. I won school awards of block letters fox art work and for playing
football,

1 was graduated from high school in Decaeubsr, 1924 and decided to apend one
vear in the "oountry" before entering the Univgrany of Californias I siayed with
sass friends on a auall ranoh in the hills of lake County, which is about 150 miles
Rorth of Sen Freneisco. There I bad my first farm experienceas I milked my first
oovw and learned to ride a horsa, I plowed and harpowed acres of land riding on a
 Fordson trectar. I went throush a cycle of haying, Cfrom mowing to storage. Hoeing
weads around fruit trees was a back breaking job and cutting oak and nanzanite
firowood for hame use and for sale was as bad, Merking and brending calves aml
ringing end mrking hogs wew at fivet f scuowhat unpleasant jobs but tioe alowly
calloused my sensitiveness. ‘

1 will always renanbor my first cattle drive. It was three thirty in tha
moyaing whon we got out of bed and started breakfsat. 4 fow mimutes before four
waa pode in to joln us. Ie had alrcady ridden § miles fraa his ranch. The sky
was gray as foux of ua storted on the fiftven mile ride to the apring pastux;é
near Lakeport. Tho food was about gone and whet rumined was harsh and dry, oo
wo wore moving forty hoad of catile on to green feed closer to the home ranch,

Whe thrills ond the experience of that first drive will always remain in my Deoxy.
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With the approach of fall I went %o live with an elderly gentleran who had
& suall fam in the valley near Clear lake, ihile there I got work picking peara
and still later spraying and pruning trees in the orchardsof that region.

In Japuary, 1926 1 entered the University of Califomia, The experiences of
the preqeoding year twnod my interestis frum architecture $o plants and snimals,
in my search for a field of study I became esquainted with forestry and renge mane
aganent, With little hesitation I began my college work in forestry. ubat courses
1 took and how I fafrod is briefly set forth in my calloge transaript.

In the mxmuay of 1926 1 returned to Leka County and took up where I left off
the previous winter, Dad, as everyone salled the elderly man with whan I was
staying, had a five ecre truck fam next to Clear Lake, whore he ralsed evorything
{rom peanuts and tobaceo (merely as quriosities) to warious vegetabias and mellona,
i helped him grow, harveet and aell his orop duriug the suwamer.

1 retwrned %o school in August end the following summr went to Forestry
Sumer Campe During the vacation period of 1928 I worked ag a field assistant
for Duncan Dunning, Silviculturist of the California Porest and Renge Kxperiuent
. Station. 1 assisted in the neagsuremant of permanent asauple plots desizned to
study such phencmena aa the growtih and yield of forest astands, and the infiuonos
of different methods of outting on the growth and ocagposition of the reserve stande
Néw plots woere eatablished and boundaricas and interior mepping controds surveyed.
Trve and type xmps were made for these areas. In oonjunction with reproduction
atudles quadrats wore surveyed, mapped and meamured.

 Because my school funds Were rathar low, I deoided to work om through the
renainder of the year and return %W ssionl in Jamwary, 1929. In Septenber I was
tranafered to the Feather River Branch oi the Statian to aat in the Q&pﬁdit&' of a
garetaker and to handle the.nuoesmwy atution projecis thet were in progross there.
Uoside the gonersl work around the zrounds and buildings there was & qomplote
notacrological astation to tond to, including soil themmaucters and/:mdogmph;
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phenolozical potes of different plant apocles ware oarried on for correlation with
tha alimate recards. »Ferheps the major iask was that of handling the tIes mPs0Tye
How tmwhm badas were propered and the seed of certain tm species, which had
tc be planted in the full, wore sown in specisl beds. Those trece that wore roedy
for plenting in the fiold wore dug up, packed, and shipped to the Forest requoating
thow. I was alone at the atation in this wori, |

From Jenuary, 1929 through the achool sanester I contimed with the Station
at part time work, The ayxwr of 1989, bowovar, found m» on the lasaen lietional
Foreat with a range reconnalsaxnos paxty., Decause we were working on sgattered
timots alon the bawvarios of the forast, we covered a large torritory acd worked
'ixz practioally all tho vosotation typos fxom foothill woodlandwchaparral to the higd
moantaln meadows, Most of the recomnnlosance was of the intenaive cuaracter and
was done on foot, Somo extensive work waa conduoted on horesbagk. There were so.ue
aroas for which dreinaje maps had to be prepared end ¢onaiderable plung tabls rmpe ’
ping socoupanied this works. I handled all of the pleane table meppinge

The pext school serwaeter I resuaed at the Univeraity Branch at Davie, where
I put in the wost enjoyable of my four years at school. Upon caupletion of oy
wort: at Davis in the Spring of 1830, I wae gradusted with a B. S. dogrees liowever,
four years of college work for & baale forestry training was haxdly enoush end I
was detemained to return to Derkeley the following semsater fopr at least one more
voar of sghoolinz. I spent tho suamer with the Intermountain Foreat and Range
lzperiment at the Great Besin Branch near iphraim, Ly tasks wore varlied, ranging
fran plant develgpmont wori, through soll saxplin:, plant utflization studlies,
dotailed chartosreph and other quadras wori, resseding, ercaion atremufl@ HOABUTIw
mgut and climatology.

Vhen I returned to school I was forturate encuh w recoive the Bidvell Fellowe
suip for the sghocl yenr l3G0-3l, and se I was sble to dovote all of my time to
vy studies. In the apring of 1061 I ook the Junlor Hexnge ixaniner exaaination,
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passed with e grade of 89, and in August agoepted an appointuent at the California
Forest and Range ixperiment Station, Renge research wes inaugurated es e project
et the Lxperimont Station in the fell of that year, end I ptarted es ons of ite
thyvee ataff members., Coumitments salled for the initial work %o be started in the
foothill of the eastbide of the San Josquin Valley in the iastside Pine recion of
the State. | |

For two yoars work was contered largely in the foothills. Preliminary efforte
wore made to answor suol quostions as t VWhat eomtimtn the renze forage? Vhen
aid it grow? lHow did 1t develop? In goneral what wore the physical and econocie
factors influenging the use of the foothill ranges? This work wea preliminary %o
the selecilon of an experimontal area on whioch detall studles would Tinally be
garried on.

During this pericd & report on the public douain ereas of California was
prepared, late in 1933 a systomatic renge survey of the entire wnlley floor and
foothill region of the San Joaquin, totaling 13,000,000 acres wae started, I was
in direct charge of the fleld work whigh was conducted by two crewa of two men
cach over a pariod of ¢ months. I alao handled the oompilation end analysis of
most of the data,

In 1954 1 waa put in oharge of that phase of the rangze project which was
baing oarried on in the Inateslido rine regions I located en experiuentsl orea
suitable for studying same of the problans of range wansganent in the Jeffreyw
pondercosa pine type, With an average of four teghnical asaistants and twentye
five C.0.C. boys, sufficient preliuinary inventory and the physical conatruction
work has just bean ocuompleted in the last fow montie to start the expariment,

The experimsutal range totals about 1280 acres; half of it was fenoed andgdev-v
eloped for the work comtamplated, 4 well, a windailld and socmwing troughs,
and a gorzal and livestock soales were sonstructed. The experimental details
would be too much to discuss here.
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i
1 have not had any forml teeching experience. I have spent ecne tino
inatruoting various surveay and wapping orews of the Station in the fundamentales
of taxomomig botany, partioularly those related 1o the texonomy of grasses
(Poscone) and I oun say that I enjoyed 4t wary much,
I bope that tie precocdins pages Will tarew mome Lsht on &y euoral beoke

cround and eduoction.

(6)
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