The Maxey Yines

Theve i= 2 hishwey sign on Interstate 00, o few miles emsi of Bozeman,which
roads "freil Creck Boed”. The woad, which is labeled "impassable when wed's runs
southeast and eventually conmects with U.S, 084 ebout 12 milos south of Livingston:.

A pevson treveling elong this woed today pewses thwough e fairly open valley where
theve are thyoe venches. The avee's predominant uze is suwcer grazing end lumbering,
although there are come hay and grein flelds. Seversl sbondoned houses snd other
buildings may be seen along the voute es well as some piles of black mederisl. To
the right the traveler may sotlce a cut elong the dase of the timbeved hillside,
which hes the eppearance of an old soad. A siveem, called Neadow Cveek, yuns for
severel miles from the highway until the rosd evosses & »idge. This is the divide
between the upper Vissourl desinage end the Yellowstone drainage. Over the ridge,
Trail Creek z00n ecurses Lis way approximetely parellel o the road. In this stivetch
of voed, & jagged peak by the name of Chimmey Rock 1= seenm atop one of the hills %o
the right and & short distance further down the voad the valley widens oub end the
voad forks.

In deys past this 11t4le velley wes a virtus]l beehive of setivity = the out
along the hillside iz the bed of & vailvond which ven for oleven miles from the
Nosthern Pesifie mainline. The weathering bulldings sve all thet vemsin of the
several communities which omee th¥ived there. The blsek material is coal slack, the
fine pavticles which remain affer coal ic secreened. During the peak years of conl
mining opevetions many thousands of toms of cosl wewe carried by the veilvoad. Below
Chimmey Roek is the site of the Maxzey Brothers mine, which was the end of the reil-
rood and supporied s town which for a time boasted its own posi offiee, store, u!.m
and sehool. This sehool wes where De., Harold Ury, internationally known invenbor of
heavy water started his caveer as o high seheol teacher. ' £

The beginnings of this story date dack to 1867 when Colonel Chesnut of Hozeman
bogen teking cosl from Rocky Camyon, several miles east of Dosemen. - At first the
coal was not entively satisfactory for domentie use by Dozemenites, but it wes in
domand by blackemiths. Latey as the proper geating equipment became avellable for
stoves, townspenple begen t0 use more cosl and Colomel Shesnut s merket expanded.
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In succeeding years, other mines opened in the vieinity. In 1881, one Deniel
Maxey opened a mine on the east side of Rocky Canyon. .

Deniel Mazey was born in Carbondale, Pennsylvania about 1835 of Weksh end
German parentage. % He worked in coal mines there as o boy. He left Pennsylvania
when trouble begen with the Molly Maguives, and joined the gold rush to Californie
in 1849, He mined gold there for 2 time, then went to Australia for about two years
where he s8lso struck gold. He returned to America and worked gold in Owzegon, British
Columbia and Idaho. Then he went to San Prancisco and departed for the Zast by
ship, crossing the Isthmus of Penama by seddle horse. Upon r?aehing Cerbondele, he
learned that Margeret Williams, 2 childhood sweetheart, had moved to Illinois. He
followed her there and married her. While on their wedding trip to St. louis, Wr.
and Mrs. Daniel Maxey learned of a party leaving for Alder Culch, Montana. They
purchased a new wagon, mules and harness for $500 in April, 1866 and left for Montsmea.
Reaching the Gallatin Velley on August 15, 1866, they decided $0 settle there rather
than continuing'an to Alder Guleh.® They ranched in the Gallatin Valley and later
moved into Bozeman, where Denlel operated a moa£ market and periodically contracted
supplies to the Army at Fort Ellis. During this period, eleven children were born,
including four boys: Johm, Williem, George and David. Because the price of meat was
down, there wasn't much profit from the meat market and Fort Ellis was moved in 1879,
Daniel Maxey decided to try his hand once more ot mining, this time for coal.

The mine Deniel Maxey opened in 1881 was a horizontal shaft which wes soon
producing coal for domestic needs in Bozeman.ﬁ In June of 1883 the Maxey mine, loca-
ted in & gulech & little to the east of the big rock, was sold to J.P. Chater for
320.600.? The coal from this mine was later tested for coking qualities, but it
proved to be nnsﬁﬁisfactory.s

Maxey still had catile interests in Bozemen and for o period had a gold claim
on Emigrant Gulech. &bout 1888 he purchesed dome productive land on Trail Creek where
he farmed for 2 time. He 2lso acquired = minimg claim in that erea. In 1889 the
Tellowstone Park Reilroad, installed by Turner Brothers of Spokane, was completed to
the Maxey mine on Trail Creek.®

About this time 2 men by the name of 4.B, Cook purchased some ground ad joining
the Maxey claim. He is reported %o have jumped the Mazey claim, and an ensuing law=-

suit gave him legal title to it about 1895. Cook wasn't & good coal miner and encoun-
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tered 2 lot of water in his mine. Feulis were encountered and pwnping operations
weve expensive. Cook was evembuslly foreed cut of busimess. In 1903,1° Denger
Maxey purchased lend end mechinery for $3,600,)) appevently ot & tex sele. A.B.
Cook, however, stdll hed e yoar in which o vedesm his property.l”

M&imwmmmtﬂvh&;M:&sm‘mmr%hﬁn
mining, They resumed pumping of the mine shaft before A.B. Cook's year was up
and the $itle was clear. Daniel ceubioned them to be petient ond sdvised them $0
saw some lumber while they were waiting. Cook was unable $0 reclaim the property
end when the year wes up the Mexey brothers drilled best holes b0 establish the
location of the eoal. They rigzed up %0 2 1} inch pipe and dsilled with the eid
of a spring pole device. About 90, feet down, nine feet of eoel was encounterved
50 they decided o go shead end pump out the orfginal tunnel and continue ibs
length into the coel beds which they hbd found.l3

In the years following the Maxey brothers' cosl mime prospered. There were
22 seves of coal in the ninme foot bed.!? Operations began slowly tut by 1907, eosl
mined totaled 7,629 tons.’® In the peak yeer of 1910, production resshed 32,308
tons.}® However, the bed was losated between two faults and wes Shevefore 1imited
in size. With this fact honging over their heeds, the lameys seerched for the
remainder of the cosl which the foults hid fyom them. In 1912 & vether extensive
umgwmmmmwssmmm:ummunwmw.
This gave some good recommendations as to the improved operstion of the mine, dub &b
probably reised the hopes of the Maxey brothers by being optimistic in regerd to
locating the hidden cosl. Froduction declined after’ihe 1910 peak, but contimued
until 1915, when all efforts were concenbreded on locating the elusive nine foot
veln on the other side of the faults. ,

Mu these prospeyous yemrs, the Maxey mine become a commnity. A post office
was established there, known es Chimney Hock, Montena. TFifty=two workers were
employed et one period,’’ meny of whom hed femilies. Small houses dobted the lemde
s&yﬂammwuimmm&mmﬁtfmmimhwn
of whom were of fustrien deoscent. 4 boarding house was opereted by the Maxey brothers
to foed end house the workers who didn't heve fomilies. Baseball gemes wewe held
between the Marey Mine beem and eems of other mining commmities in the eves.l®
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prodlems when the employses boomme orgenized by the United Mine Uowkers of Amerien.l?

The mine was Wilt up ond o lewge tipple ond sbone Boller house were added. 4
good sized house wes bulit, Dut it wes never used s & howe bessuse §8 was pyessed
into sewvige as o gemewnl stove, post offiee ond eompamy offise,? 4 telephone
systen wes instnlled ond & peservolr was consbrueted to supply water $0 the boiler
Tosk from $he town of T40w0s, when the coke ovems there elosed down,”d

In 1910 Deniel Mamey dlod end hie oslate pussed $o0 the sloven ohildrven. The
four sons pusehesed he inbevest of the seven sisbers.>?

The Yellowstons Park Nsilvoed wos conceived as o veute $o Yellowstome Nationsl
Pork.™ 13 wos bogun in 1000 end completed in 1900 ss for as the site of the Maxey
Mine.™ is wos o quizk of fete whieh was 46 pey off for the Maxays. Construsticn
of the Y.P.R. was sbopped bessuse the Northern Paelfie Tailsond began tuilding o
brench 1ine to Gavdiner ot & foster rote them the Yellowsdone Park Reilroad.2®
use of the YoPeR. JAmong those weze the ooke ovens of $he town of Stowes, The
Sorthorn Pacific »eilrond lemsed the YT.P.R. and opeveted 1t for many years, heuling
mmmmmmmmmmmmummm»
Chostant.,

Just befove the Tivst World Wer, the vaileond changod hemds mad the ¥.P.
terminobed the lease amd sbtopped opeveblng 8. The Maxey hrothers Shem purehased
8 =)l seddle temker sngine, whieh hod lain 1dle at Slectrls, lontens for some
time.®® In oonjunction with another mining compeny on Mesdow Creck, they lessed
the T.P.R. end moved thelr owm frelght and eosl, |

The railzead wes quite stosp and cvooked end beceme known os She Tuskey Tredl.
mmmmmgtm;mm:m;hm
of existonce. !

During the wars the ownors decided to sbendon the 1ine snd sell the weils for
serap. The Mewmeys prevented $his for o time, ut the end came in 1918.77 Nowever,
wmumsmmaammm;aﬁn-mummnh

The yesrs 1915 &0 1918 were quiet of She Maxey brothews esel mine while the
seavch for the yemsinder of ihe nine foot bod contimmed. Gventuslly, though, mining
operations inemessed again oz smalled diseomnsebed veins were worked. The eonl wes
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mostly so1d o schools end institutions. In 1926 the advent of ges hesting severely
affected the conl market end $he mines shut dowm while the Lrothers sought work else-

In 1928, the mine was veopened and comtinmed to opevate on & msll seele through
the 1930%s. The conl produced wes used wostly for domestie purposcs and sold loeslly
in Mvingston end Dosemsn. Opeveling capital wes 43fficult 40 obtein, during this
poriod, and menmy of She land holdings wewe s01d in ovder 0 meet expenses. Oraduslly
the good agriculturel lend dissppesved uniil only & mmell ares around the mine
mwwmmmwm.*

Opevstions wewe sbill going on 8b the mime after World Wer II. During the
sumnes of 1947, the Thres Fovks Portlund Cenent Compomy of Trident puvchosed 5,000
tons of ¢0a1.”® his was not fveshly mined coal, ut slack which wes left over from
the previous mining cpevations. The slack wos loaded by mesns of & ceterpillar into
12 trueks, esch of which mede the 104 mile vound=trip dally. The brothers =811
held hope that the 1ot bed would be located end wewe st1ll deilling in sesveh of it.

Shaft mining was done On & smell seale ab this $ime. The following recollection
Browmie, the mine hovse. ¥s would set anylhing out of emy of the minmer's lunch
tuekets from tuma fish seadwiches $0 bamemas. Me would pull four mine savts full of
eoal out of the shafb, bub vhen the minews hoollsd on $he £1fth oar as & joke, Evownie
wouldn't tudge en inch. When I wes five end my brothew, Dick, was four, we wend with
my grendfether snd greatuncle Will to get cosl for the sbtoves ot the big house. Ve
enboved the shaft ond as I wemewber 13, obout 20 or 30 feol from the entvance, the
shaft byanched off. After tho dynamite holes weve dyilled, the sticks of dynamite
set in plece snd the fuses weve set we wewe ushered oub by my grendfather while
"mele” 411 11t the fuses. %o came oub im & hurry snd we welted for the blast. After
the btlaste my grendfobher, Uncle ¥ill ond Dick went bock into the shaft. In o few
mirutes grendfather como back oub, earrying Dlek who wes "out eold” from the fumes,
Gremdfether put Dok in She wagon and in & few minmbes Dick was feeling fine. Brownie
was no longer working for the Hexey bLrothers so when the cavt was loaded I veesll my
grendfather end Uncle ¥ill pulling the coal up the chofi and shoveling 1% into the
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mmwm&,mmmmmmmﬁmﬁxaumm
homes of the Maxey brothers who remained et the mine. The last lump was probably
removed Sbout 1950.%

mmmmﬂwﬁi&&r«Mcmn&mum Most of
m:wmimwkmammaamhmmmm
for fewmers cnd renchers, while the mives 1is 1dle and worthless. |
gtmgmwmmmssammm&m;mmu»;
mining operatlons. :im%i&:gﬁswamamﬁmwum
_mumuﬁammmaami;rmmmmﬁmms
iiwh!mﬁﬁii&mmMaamammm



1.
2. 1885, Chicegos Werner, Beers end Compeny, 1885, 606pp.
dstoxy of lonbopss 1739=1885, Chicegos Varner, Beers and Compeny, 1865, 606pp.
4, Personal mmmmmwwm. Betty Maxey MoKeem, 1952
5. Pevsomal letter fyom Geocrge Moxey to doughter, Betty Maxoy YeKean, 1952

8. Toberts, xa,m 3&

s Y ,v;‘w,{. roan O k# B 235050 L0y ‘»l“sf.;»a
: W 1B , s o mmﬁiﬂt

W Bigct 1#55& ‘2 bp

o 7 85, Chicago: Varner, BDeews end ammn 1885, 606 pp.

7.
8.

e
10,

Tield, Gal) ﬁ_ftm*m mwz me Geologt
ot s g s 068, oy, T rev—— Puin

i1. MM letter from Goorge Maxey to deughter, Betty Moxey MeKeen, 1951
12. Porsonal letter from Ceowge Maxey to demghter, Betty Mazey MeKesm, 1951
13. Personal Letter from George Maxey to dsughter, Betty Maxey MeKean, 1951
14. Personel letber from &»m Mexey to ianghhr, Betty lewey MeXoan, 1951
15. Roberts, ! hﬁ 3. ,

,;,, *‘»

Mm a‘g.t m5, ﬁagﬁq

xsl “M’Q &m xc “ ey O Oy

17. kma, iiw S. 5 .ar, s oy gl

U‘Mkingt.ea D.C.y ﬁss, 41 gg.
18. Dozemen Courler, JWune 18, 1948, 78th year; No. 25
19. Fower, Cherles L. Rapors on ih '
Unpublished Technica

20, Interview with Beity Mexey MeXeon, December 10, 1966
21. Bozeman Courier, June 25, 1948, 78th yeoyrj No. 26



23. Bozeman Courler, July ﬁ; :m* 78%h year, No. 27
24. rm letter from George Mexey to deughter, Betty Maxey MeKeen, 1952
25. Interview with Rex R. laBertew of Bozemen, mn, 1968

29. Bozeman Courier, July 11, 1947, 77th year; No. 28
30. An sccount by Margaved Mc¥esn Compbell, December 11, 1968
31. Interview with Betiy Mexey MeKean, December 11, 1966
33. Robewds “ﬁ g Gealooy gnd Coal
'8 . ;!"#"‘? Park




	00540-B0001-F001-00001
	00540-B0001-F001-00002
	00540-B0001-F001-00003
	00540-B0001-F001-00004
	00540-B0001-F001-00005
	00540-B0001-F001-00006
	00540-B0001-F001-00007
	00540-B0001-F001-00008

