
Dr. Frank Craighead 
Box 156 Moose, Wyoming 
83012 

Dear Dr. Craighead, 

Octo be,.. 28, 19 76 

I hope that your trip out East was enjoyable and safe. 
I took advantage of the three-da.y:· weekend to v1s1 t Yellowstone Park. 
My main inte,..est was in ~inding out more ab&ut the grizzly bear news 
since I had heard that the cubs we-re still alive and also that several 
rumors about the sow were being spread. The three cubs were seen by 
sevel"al maintenance employees on Octobel" 17 and they were said to 
have been for1"ag1ng in the sage meadow just west of Squaw Lake at that 
time. I saw no cubs there on October 23 so · tnstead I decided to 
visit with ranger Ros s at Lake Ranger Station. As I mentioned to you 
in an earliel" letter, Ross anJ Mernin were the rangers whom I had 
helped to check the sow's eartag on September 20. Boss casually 
mentioned 1· this"Weekend ~· that t the sow would not have done well this 
winter because "she only had one tooth in her entire skull" and "she 
had lost alot of weight." I had neard these rumors from at least a 
half dozen employees and it seems that Ro ss and the other rangers 
have been perpetrating them. I say "numors" because first no weighing 
was ever done by the rangers to check for weight changes, and second 
I can ~ersonally attest to the fact that the sow had plenty of teeth. 
While : she was drugged, her mouth hung open loosely as she was gagging 
on the saliva. I specifically noted two things at that time; her 
bad breath, and her worn teeth. I could easily see canines and incisors 
all of which showed considerable wear and I noticed no obvious absence 
of any teeth. When I questioned Ross on this point he insisted that 
we had not checked her teeth on that occasion but that after she was 
killed he had pried her mouth open and only founa one tooth (indicating 
by pointing at his o~ mouth that 1t was either an upper molar or a 
carnassial.) Another point worth mentioning is that before. we knew 
her true identity on September 20 all three of us doubted that it was 
the same sow (# 7155} because she appeared to be .much larger ._.than she 
she was in Augustft .I 'can not say whether this apparent size. dJf.ferenoe 
was due to an actual weight gain or just the thickening of ner winter 
coat, but we were .,. all very surprised to find out it was the s·a.me sow. 

On October 24 r · aga.1n visited the meadow west of '' Squaw. Lake 
and this time sig~ted ,the cubs from the road. They were very busy 
digging around in . the sage and only occasionally reared up on their 
hind legs to check out :my scent as I proceeded to shoot several rolls 
of slides and movies of them. They looked healthy and actlve then, 
but up to that time Yeliowstone had received very little snow and the 
fall has been very mild. I was really bothered as I watched them again 
on the 25th since a heavy snowstorm was beginning to roll in and it 
had dumped at least f our inches on the roads by the time I had reached 
the south.-.entrance", on ,lpY way home. ( I didn't stop at your hc;>m~ ,, since I 
figured that you were still out East and because I was hoping to get 
home before' the snow made the roads 1mpass1 ble. ) 

The whole affair makes me very angry since it is not "in keeping 
with the national 1 park idea'' to put those cubs 1n a zoo, but 1 t ~ 
"1n; keet,1ng with the park idea" 1 to kill their sow and let them starve 
to death or freeze. The only reason I have not written mv feelings 
to the superintendant 1s ' because its only effect would baa cancelat1on 
of my rehire status there for next summer. · 



I did take the time to write a short story about the whole 
affair, which I think sums up the situation factually from what might 
be considered a bear's point of view. I am enclosing a copy of it 
for you. I may try to pick out a few of the applicable slides I took 
last summer to illustrate it, but I 'm not sure anyone would publish 
such a story if I sent it anonymously. I'd bet quite a stink would 
be raised if the truth reached the publi c though. Well thats about 
all from here. I'll let you know if I hear any more news. 

Sincerely, r./4 
Jack Kirkley 



Dr. Frank Craighead 
Box 156 · 
Moose, Wyoming 83012 

Dear Dr. Craighead 

I recently received word from a friend in Yellowstone that 
sow# 7155 was killed on Sept. 21. Her three cubs were reportedly 
sighted by plane two · or three days later near Pel i~an.1. 1CT'eek, and then 
later spotted near Fishing Bridge Campground. If you have read the 
account of these event~ (Jackson Hole News section 3 p.4, Sept. 29) 
you undoubtedly share my irritation concerning the implication that the 
cub "observed forrag1ng ro themselves on natural food" will survive! 
BULLS---! They are merely dying the slow way through starvation and 
expo u-re. To be honest, I believe that · the administration did not finish 
~ Job \ ·· so that they would not have to accept responsibility for 
a l l F10U'R mortalities which will result from the so'fls death. 

In response to your inquiry concerning the operation of the 
Pelican Creek fish trap in 1976 I'm afraid that my information is only 
of a general nature 1n that I lack the exact dates of events. Before 
leaving the park, I talked to Sandy Hoskins, one of the Fish and ·· ·W1ldlife 
personel who operated the trap this summer. She said : that their plans 
to trap fish ·on the upstream spawning run had been unsuccessful since 
the trout had moved upstream when the lake was still iced over, before 
trapping had begun. So instead the fish were trapped on the way back 
downstream which caused the majority to be caught in July. In early 
July I first received word from maintenance employees of the presence 
of grizzly tracks near the fish trap. I pe sonally observed grizzly 
tracks to be n erous there du'Y'."ing my visits on July 24, ,July 25, Aug. 7, 
and Aug. 8 . at wh1.ch times I was making plaster casts of those tracks. 
Schools of fish (both trout and suckers) were abundant near the trap 
during this time, as wee the tourists who had come to see the bear tracks 
and to illegally fish there.(N.P.s. signs stating the area to be "Closed 
to Fishing" and "Closed to · Human Travel •••• Dangerous Bear" were posted 
along the Pelican Creek Campground road and al so near the trap, but 
were largely ignored. ) During my visits in late July all tracks were 
of adult grizzlies, wh~reas on Aug. 7 tracks of grizzly cubs were also 
present. During all visits from July 24 to Aug. 8,dead fish were 
common along the 9reek's banks, some of which consisted of only the 
head, spine and t~il, while others were only missing flesh and entrails 
from the mid-ventral region. I would estimate that during any of these 
visits in late July to ' early Aug. these carca/es may have numbered 
as many as 20 scattered along the banks within 100 yards ei ther direction 
of the fish trap. I noticed that the powerful odor of these dead and 
live groups of fish became noticeably ·strong as I walked the high ridge 
that follo ws the bend of the creek just north of the fish trap. 
(Pre~ailing winds off the lake are from the south or southwest which 
means that on this ridge one is directly down-wind of the trap.) 
Gulls and Ravens were always present during these July and early Aug. 
visits, and they were frequently observed scavenging on the fish carcas s es. 
Trapping operations apparently ended sometime around early to mid Aug. 
since I observed fewer fish at the traps during these later visits.' 
Grizzly tracks and freshly killed fish also became less numerous, and by 
Aug. 24 we could find ?nlY one set of grizzly tracks and a few old fish 
heads. During this time no gulls or ravens were observed 1n the area. 
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As I mentioned to you earlier, the decrease in bear activity 
at the fish trap in mid-Aug. seemed to be directly related to the 
increase in bear activity 1n the Fishing Bridge Campgrounds at that 
same time. Specificly, I found the first grizzly scat{ 2.5 to 3" diam.) 
in Fishing Bridge Campground on Aug. 14, less than 48 hours before the 
Salt Lake City man was mauled there on Aug. 16. 

I hope that the above information will be of help to you. 
Sandy Hoskins of the Fish and Wildlife Service is located in Mammoth 
all ' year and would be one possible source of the actuaL.operation 
dates of the fish trap. I question whether she would respond to requests 
comm1ng directly from either you or me, since her husband, who is on 
the inter-agency bear study, has often expressed his anti-Craighead 
views to me and knows of my affiliation with you. Perhaps requests 
made through the Fish and Wildlife channels would be more productive 
in this regard. 

I am send a few slides of the fish trap I took in late Aug. 
after trapping had ceased. A friend of mine took several shots of 
the gulls and ravens fighting over fish carcasses, so I'll try ·to 
get hold of these for you to use also. 

Have a safe trip East, and you needn't worry about my paper 
as I know the kind of schedule you are battling. Take care. 

Sincerely, 

~ -Ii_ 

Jack Kirkley 



GRIZZLY BEAR NOTES, 1976 

YELLOWSTONE GRIZZLY 1AULI G 

The followin descriptive aterial is taken from some 

notes provided by Jack Kirkly; others obtained throug 

newspaper, radio sources, and my own questioning of 

various oeople. Jack's notes are orinted in ink here 

and included. 
(#-1/S-s ) 

In earlv June, a gri zzl sow!\ and three cubs of the 

vear were si "hted in the Lake ~overn ent area. A fish 

trao was operatin g at the mouth of Pelican Creek and 

the smell could very well h a ve drawn the grizzl · e in 

from lon g distances. On Au ust 16, a man was mauled b 

a sow in the Fishing Brid~e Carno round. This is 

described in the "Jack son Hole News" of August 18, 19 76. 

On the a f ternoon o f the 16th, the ow and cubs were 

tranq uilized and ca ged and then o n the 17t , the sow 

and cubs were trans l anted by helico ter 32 a ·rline miles 

awa to Mar· p osa Lake. This is an area where trail crews 

were, orking , also where trail riders co e throu .h and 

numerous backpackers. Axm~M~k It is also close to the 

forest area. Although this transolant was made into an 

area frequented by recreationists, there was no mention 

made x~ publicly of where this bear was i~~RX~~ relocated. 
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Also understand that some of the trail crew were quite 

upset when they found out later that the bear had been 

released and they had not been told. The sow immediately 

took off, left her cubs as is usuall the case when all 

three are immobilized, (The same thin g ha pened with 

Grizzly No. 170.) and she returned to the Fishin g Bridge 

area in about 24 hours and was retranoed with out her cubs • 

This was on August 18. On August 19, a helicopter fli ght 

was aborted when thev determined the identity of the sow 

as the one with the cubs, and she was then retransplanted 

on August 20 to ariposa Lake and he r cubs were there. 

On Augu t 29 or August 30, the sow mauled a camper 

sleeping in the open in G loop at the Fishing Bridge 

Area. On August 30, the sow and three cubs were tran uilized 

and transported to Mammoth and then transplanted to the 

Buffalo Plateau or onl about five miles from Jardinf , ' 

aporoximat elv a thirty mile trans lant. On Se tember 4, 

a rizzly sow and three cubs were sighted in the Tower 

Camp ground, and the campground was closed on September 6. 

The significance of this incident is that the Park 

Service, although repeatedly admonished imxxx2 by the 

judge in the Walker Case that the ·Park had been ne g ligent 

because they did not let the public know that the Old 

Faithful Camp rounds were dan gerous and had put up no 

si gns. Even thou h this was emphasized by the judge, the 
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is 
Park Service kHg still not lettin g the public or even 

government workers know what is oing on. When a sow 

such as this one with cubs is transnlanted and then 

returns without her cubs, she is a very dan erous 

animal. She ' s also dangerous while also lookin g for 

the cubs. It may well be that the second camuer ~ix~xxx~ 
that was mauled slightly was mauled because the sow 

was under stress. The ifr2 lactating with cubs and ixkarxar when 

the cubs are not there to nurse, they et irritable. Thev 

also get q uite u set when the cannot find their cubs. 

When a sow and cub are trauped and released in this wav, 

there should be p ublic announcements and warnin gs, so 

that people can be alerted. It also appears to be the 

best procedure to imobilize the animal so that the cubs 

come out from under the influence of the dru be-ore the 

mother does. 

It seems quite possible that they have not heard the 

end of this sow, t h at there wi ll be more Erouble, and that 

eventually she will have to be eliminated. Placin g a 

fish tra and stri in the fish at the mouth o f Pelican 

Creek is askin g for real trouble in the Fish in g Bridge and 

Lake Campgrounds by grizzlies. This procedure should 

certainly be q uickly eliminated. 
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GRIZZLY BEAR NOTES, 1976 

Durin g late August, I hiked over about 10 miles of 

Yellowstone country in and around Canyon, and there were 

absolutely no huckleberries. It was a very, very poor 

year for them. I also checked for the berries in some 

of the country of the Teton Forest area, with the same 

results. On August 10 and 11, I also hiked over at 

least 10 miles of country in the Teton Wilderness area 

just south of Yellowstone, and found no huckleberries and 

no pine nuts. There were golden currants, but not an 

especially large crop, and in the Huckleberry Mountain 

area a black bear with three cubs were feedin g on these 

berries. However, the berry crop in general for this 

year, as well as the pine nut crop, is poor. This is 

going to cause foraging p roblems for the rizzlies, and 

they may very well give quite a bit of trouble throughout 

the fall period until they o into hibernation. 
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. SALT•U.D,Cff¥:(lJPI~- A: 69--y~-ooi loe&l man 
whoiwa& ·1m1ulet,I-b7.a, grizzly, bEm-'in. Yellows~Park, . 
was li'ste¢ ~ flllil1' CODmt!on. ·Wednesday at ~ : Univ~rs-ity. 
of Utah·~ Cente!!: \"'i' ::;~· ,: •. : ·. - .·, · : . -::, · A1 

Melvin'.:.J!.Gr<V .. :was,. :Cm1pj~g:· at . Fismng-· 1Brt<tge:~: 
. Camp~,•~H.'IM!ard a nois.._,,,ai'ouoo an ie& chest ., 
· outside ms::p.ick~~per .. &i-·c:tU1W·out:~' the camper 
andsaw.t!n'ee.~ .c1JW;tbu~d!dnotseil.tbtm'Motb • F , 

The s01;i1·gr1m:, ; attacked!• Ford;::'ilavif~ himJ wit.it-'": 
severe he2d ·a..-w: f2J.cia1itljurieG:and b?w~ ov<.r rrio8 · of!; 
his bodv · ::. :.; , 1

~ ~ .._, ~ • ~~-- , ··, . -;~j ....... .;./,. · ... ,-. ' ~ .. · 
Ford ~as.J:akea to;'.tan~ H~ital for 'eme~~ treat' ~." 

ment, .. theu--fl~"'r. ta Salt'~e Cify; .;.· ... i\~ . · · : · . . ·-
Range1'11 -S2.i«L.:tbe,: bad \s.e.m the--bar.; iliat attaek:ed 

Ford neat hll! camp esrlie1; ~ m~ bin'i-·to:put Uie ic • 
chest insidei bis ·ca..rnper • .,- ·~;, -· ·--::- ~- -.~ · · 

. Park Superinten!kflt Jotm:0Tlffl118ley, smd:rang«s-are , 
trying to-remove tbi;J; sow,and bit cub&~:a!!lONlremote; 
area of' the park~ , ,:~,, , · • -t • ;f ·,, ,i, ··-_,, . • • ,_ • 

Two bGyJ frcn1,. r&noori ~ped~serious injury in att I 
encounter Witfi awtlier bea;e tr.the park Sunday. The.1 -1 
came upoo: a Sll-W gnmy ·nmtr · Pelicaff· Cr@ek. They ·t 
dropped to the~ and p!ayed dead. Aftt'i · rolling t!te 

boys fil'O'/md a lit~~~~~ left • .;--· · · , _j 
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severe head aoofaciaF'itlj~leA:and briu-. ovGr mos~~ 
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Ford ~ as, takeii to'Lak~ Hospital for emeri~ treat--.~ 
ment. theu--flMJ.~ ta Salt \;ate City . .;:,,; ~:~} • · : - . , 

Ran~.as -S2id:.: they. bad \seat the' bear.; l~t attacked. 
Ford neat hi$ camp earlier; ~ a!t..cd hini·t(F,put the ice • 
chest imiide0 his ·campm , -,~ -· ·--:- ~·- --:- · .. 
. Park' Superintenffllt J~f'cmm.l~ said ta.ngEl'S are -

· trying to-remove too,sow;QDd bet cuba:~'~n!rernofe:-" 
area of' the· park~ , ,:! .. , : :---.. ·"' .,,l · "' '-";.., -·.;. . 
. Two, boyJ. from• r~ri ~J)Ed! serious injury in att.J 
encoun'ier witfi a.ffi.ltlier be!ll" t,1,tbe park Sunday. TI:.etw . 1 
came upw; .;i . S\i,'W · grimy ·akmlf" Pelica!t · Creek. 'they .\ 
dropped to, the groond and pb!yied deaci. Alta rolling tJte< 1 
boys ~mmcl a little-:_~ ~ left . .;·· , , • , _j 
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MORTALITIES 

There was one grizzly bear killed in the Huckleberry 

area by a hunter who mistook it for a black bear. This 

death was also written up in the "Jackson Hole News". 

Grizzle mistaken for black bear . 
JACKSON - Ken Gayhart, co-owner of Huckleberry Hot Springs 

Resort, near Rockefeller Parkway, shot and killed a 3 to 4 year old 

sow grizzle bear at I I p.m. · . f bl k 
Officials said Gayhart apparently mistoo'k the gmzle or a ac 

bear. nf' • t data local . The grizzle, wearing a black bear tag, was co isca e 

taxidermist: 
Gayhart·was arrested and released on $200 bond. The c~arg~ was 

hunting after dark, . hunting the wrong animal, and hunting m the 

wrong area. 
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MAMMOTH - A utah man who ignored 
orders to put an ice chest inside his 
camper was mauled by a grizzly bear sow 
early Monday when he tried to chase away 
the cubs. · 

In a separate incident Sunday, two 
Missouri youths who encountered a sow 
with cubs escaped serious injury when 
they laid on the ground and played . dead 
until the sow · left after cuffing them 
around. 

John Townsley, superintendent of 
Yellowstone National Park, said Melvin 
Ford, 69, of Salt Lake City got out of his 
camper at 3:30 a.m. Monday to chase 
away two cubs foraging in an ice chest 
filled with fruit he had left outside . . 
Townsley said Ford apparen~ly did not see 
the mother bear and was attacked. 

The superintendent said rangers 
patrolling the Fishing Bridge Auto 
Campground in the southern portion of the 
park, heard Ford's yells and frightened 
away the bears with lights but that Ford 
had already suffered severe lacerations to 
his face and neck and scratches on his 
chest plus mu_ltiple bruises. 
, ownsley said rangers earlier had asked 

Ford, who was traveling with his daughter 
and son-in-law, to put the chest of fruit 
inside the vehicle before going to sleep. 

Townsley said Ford was originally taken 
to Lake Hospital in the park and . then 
transferred by air to a Salt Lake City 
hospital. 

In the Sunday Incident, Townsley said 
David Hausam of Sedalia, and Greg Stober 
of St. Joseph, both 20, were returning from 
a fishing expedition in• the Pelican Creek 
area when they encountered a grizzly with 
her young. Townsley said both men laid on 
the ground and played dead, a recom­
mended defense against attack, and were 

cuffed arounctby Ut.!! moth~r b~a!'_ w~ 
-soon left the area. Both men suffered only 
minor bruises, Townsley said: 

Townsley said that no action would be 
taken against the bear in the Pelican 
Creek incident but that rangers would try 
to move the sow and cubs In the Fishing 
Bridge area to a more remote area of the 
park, possibly by trapping. 

I' 



GriZ~ly mauls man 

in Yellowstone Park 
A 69-year-old man, badly mauled 

~by a grizzly bear Monday in 

Yellowstone National Park, is in 

serious condition in a Salt Lake 

City hospital. Park authorities said 

that Melvin Ford of Salt Lake City 

was attacked by a grizzly at 3:30 

a.m. in the Fishing Bridge com­

pound. 
According to Park officials, Ford, 

his daughter and son-in-law were 

asleep in their campers when they 

heard a "commotion" outside. Ford 

apparently investigated, found three 

grizzly cubs trying to get into a 

freezer chest left outside, and 

began to chase them away. In so 

doing, Ford failed to notice the sow 

grizzly in the background. 

Park officials said the grizzly 

attacked Ford who sustained sev­

ere injuries to the head and face, 

deep laceration across the chest, 

and scratches and bruises over his 

entire body. 
Park rangers at the campground 

heard sounds of the attack and 

arrived while the bear was still on 

Ford. By using their lights, rangers 

were able to drive the bear away. 

Ford was rushed to Lake hospital 

for emergency treatment and then 

flown to Salt Lake City. 

Park officials said they · were 

aware of the bear's presence near 

the campground and had contacted 

Wolf earlier that evening to sug­

gest that he put the food chest 

inside the vehicle. "Apparently he 

Continued on page 15 
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Grizzly attacks Utah man 
Continued from page 1 

forgot or for some reason it wasn't 

. put away," a Park spokesman said. 

Monday night the sow and her 

_three cubs were sighted, tranquil­

ized and captured by Park rangers. 

The four grizzlies were to be 

transplanted in the remote back­

country on Tuesday . 

Monday's incident ~as the se­

cond bear-man confrontation in 

Yellowstone last weekend. Sunday 

afternoon two Missouri youths 

were attacked by a grizzly with two 

c_ub~ as . they returned from a 

fis?1~g trip_ to Pelican Creek. Park 

offic~als said the grizzly 'charged 

David Hausam, 20, Sedalia Mo 

and Greg Stober, 20, St. J~seph: 

Mo. at about 4 p.m. Sunday 

Although both boys laid down and 

played dead, the grizzly rolled one 

of them _around and then left. As 

she _Ief~, th_e other youth got up to 

see if his friend was injured and the 

bear returned to knock him down 

After the bear left, the youth~ 

~alked out to the highway were 

given first aid at a ranger ~tation 

and released. 

Park officials said no action is 

contemplated for the grizzly in­

volved in the Pelican Creek . . 
dent. mci-
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Yellowstone near killed 

YELLOWSTONE PARK, Wyo. (UPI) - A female grizzly bear 
who mauled one man and had become a persistant food scrounger 
has been shot, pai;k authorities said Thursday. 

Although the 12-year-old bear was transported three times to 
remote areas of the park, she returned each time to the Fishing 
Bridge Campground, the scene of the Aug. 16 mauling. 

Melvin Ford, of Salt Lake City, utah, was seriously injured while 
attempting to chase away her three cubs, Townsley said. Ap­
parently the man did not see the mother bear, the superintendent 
said. 

Townsley said she had become accustomed to getting food left by 
careless campers. It was obvious the bear was going to be a per­
sistant problem, he said, and she had to be killed. 

The mother bear had been traveling with her cubs until about a 
week ago, biologists said. For an unknown reason, she abandoned 
them in the Pelican Valley area of the park. 
. On her last trip to the campground, the bear was able to get into 
several ice chests, despite park rules forbiding food from being left 

out, Townsley said. ~ zf/7
6 

Grizzly kills woman 
. -

EAST GLACIER, Mont. 
(UPI) A woman from High­
wood, Ill., was dragged from a 
tent and mauled to death by a 
grizzly bear Thursday in a 
Glacier National Park cam­
pground. 

Charles Sigler, chief ranger, 
said the 21-year-old woman, 
whose identity was not 
disclosed, was camped with 
four other women, at Many 
Glacier Campground north of 
St. Mary in the eastern portion 

of the park. The incident oc-
cured about 6:30a.m. 

The ca,mpground, Sigler said, 
was "extremely clean" and in 
use by other campers at the 
time. I.twas evacuated after the 
mauling and trails in the area 
were closed, he said. 

The most recent previous 
deaths in the park from grizzly 
bear maulings occured in 
August, 1967, when two girls 
were killed in separate 
locations. 

Two persons were released 
from a Kalispeil hospital this 
week where they were treated 
for serious injuries in a Sept. 9 
bear mauling in the park's 
Waterton Valley. 

I: 
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'Cyclic situation' brings hears 
By EMORY J. ANDERSON 

JACKSON - A "cyclic situation" describes the reason for 
greater numbers of black and grizzly bears in Grand Teton 

· National Park . . 
· Joe Shellenbarger, Grand Teton ·public information officer, said 

that every "three to four years" the Park has a greater number of 
bears. 

This year he said a bear dispersal program conducted by 
Yellowstone Park is succeeding and bears are being driven from 
Yellowstone to take up residence in Grand Teton Park and the 

· Bridger-Teton National Forest. Grizzly bears have been reported 
in the area with greater frequency this summer than in any sum­
IJ1er in recent years. 

Shellenbarger said this spring there was a bumper crop of white 
bark pine nuts. The mature seeds fell on the snow and were 

· available for food just as the bears were coming out of hibernation. 
· "They simply gorged themselves on the pine seeds," Shellen­
barger said and the bears were still in the area when the hikers and 
campers arrived. By this time, the pine nuts were gone but the 
bears then developed a taste for camp foods . 

" The result was confrontation between black bears and people," 

Shellenbarger said. At one time, . bears raid~d a camp at Surprise 
Lake and treed campers for several hours. The camp was closed, 
but has since reopened with a "strong" bear warning. 

Other areas in the Park have been designated bear areas and 
persons wishing to travel there are given warnings to watch out for 
bears. 

A wrangler at the White Grass Ranch was bittev on the hand by a 
bear as he tried to corral the animal. At 2 a .m., Rusty Long was 
attempting to drive a 450 pound bear toward a trap. Long was 

. swinging a rope at the bear which turned on him. 
Park officials have placed a baited trap at an open garbage dump 

which the White Grass Ranch main\ains. The dump will be closed 
shortly, Park officials said, by agreement with the Ranch. 

Shallenbarger said grizzly sign has been observed almost 
everywhere in the Park recently, with the main area being in the 
Rockefeller Parkway in the area between Grand Teton and 
Yellowsstone National Parks. There have been a few grizzly 
sightings but there are fewer grizzlys, Shellenbarger said, and they 
are shyer than black bears. 

Grizzly and black bears compete for food and the larger grizzlys 
will drive the smaller black bears out of their feeding territory. 

·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~---·-·-·--·-·-·-· -·-·-·-· ... .... .. -... .. · ..... .. .... .. .. .. .. . 



Man mauled by grizzly in Yellowstone 
Melvin Ford, 69, of Salt Lake City is being treated in 

a Salt Lake City hospital after being badly mauled by 
a grizzly bear in Yellowstone National Park early 
Monday morning. Ford received injuries to his neck 
and head and chest lacerations as a result of the in-
i:;i dent. . 

According to park officials, Ford awoke at ap­
. proximately 3:30 a.m. Monday when he heard a noise 
~ outsJde the camper that he and his daughter and son­

~\. in-law were 04:cupying in the Fishing Bridge Cam-
~ pground. He went outside to see what was causing the 
~ commotion and saw three bear cub~ that he tried to 
A_~ chase away. Apparently, Ford did not see the sow 
'"'V grizzly that was with the cubs which attacked him. 

The bears were trying to get into an ice chest left 
-...;,r outside the camper by ,Ford and his f~mUy. Park 

t 1 · rangers, aware of bears in the area, had earlier asked 
Ford to put the ice chest containing food in the cam­
per, which he, for some, reason had failed to do. 

Park officials arrived at the scene of the mauling 
~ and drove the bears away with lights. They later found 
~ the sow bear and her cubs, and tranquilized and then 

~ 
transported al I four of the bears to a remote part of the 
park; . 

l 
This was the second incident of a bear confronting 

vis-itors to the park in the past weekend. Sunday af-
ternoon two Missouri men; David Hausam, 20, of 
Sedalia, Missouri and Greg Stober, 20, of St. Joseph, 
Missouri were returning from a fishing'trip to Pelican 

\' \ . 
\ I l \ I 

Creek when a grizzly with two cubs tried to attack the 
youths. Both boys layed down and played dead but the 
grizzly still rolled one of them before leaving . As the 
sow left, one 9f theboys stood up to see if his friend was 
alright, when the bear returned and knocked horn 
over. The bear left without seriously injuring either of 
the men who then hiked out of the area to the highway. 
They were given first aid at a ranger station and 
released. 

Park Official Mac Berg said there have been very 
few problems with bears in Yellowstone in the last 
four or five years partly due to the extensive care 
taken by park officials to warn visitors of the danger, 
and to take precautions to keep bears out of the 
campgrounds. 

Berg said garbage is collected from the cam­
pground·areas several times each day, and especially 
in the evening hours so that food does not sit over hight 
where it might att ract bears. · 

Berg also said park officials patrol the campground 
areas daily warning campers to put all food away and 
take other precautions to prevent bears from roaming 
through the campgrounds. He said however, when 
people ignore these warnings the possibility of man­
bear confrontations are unavoidable. Berg said 
putting food In ice chest will not deter bears since they 
can either recognize or smell food In ice chests. Park 
officials r~commend that ice chests be put away inside 
campers when visitors retire for the night. 
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The bear \\las accompanied by her three cubs until about a week ago . 

Bio logists said for s om e unknown reason sh e had abandoned the three cubs 

in Peli can Valley, north of Fishing Bridge where th ey have been observed 

foraging for themselves on natural food. 

Mr. Townsley said that park regulations require all food and food 

containers , including ice ches t s , be stored inside the vehicle when 

not in use . Visitors violoating this regu lation can expect to be cited. 

The careless practice of the c: an1pers in l eaving their food ches t s ou t 

has resulted in one grizz ly bear having to be destToyed . 

-NPS-
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NEWS RELEASE u.s. department of the interior 

national park service 
Fi.Hl J~J~J'.D T/\TE RELEt\S'.2 
:3cr,tcn:he1· 23 _. 1976 

Press Contact : li cru1c:~ay 
(3 07) 344 7381 Ext. 361 

YELLOWSTONE PARK R/.\J'lGERS 
D SrnOY D1 NGEROUS 

BEAR 

A female griz z1y bear that haJ b een a pm:s ist ent probl em to YeLlov.• :;tori e 

Nt:.t:ic, s1JJ_ Park visitors, was shot by park rangers l a~;t night aftc,:,' L ;}_;, g 

c ,1ptn:r.ccl in Bri dg e Bay Campground. 

oc..: c :i .S iuns . ' •; ·~ ~ '\ 

~~ ~J. t.~i·L~:.: :--'J.t. ti 1;.; i..:_; 

Bay - Fish:i ng BTidge ar ea .• transported to a rem t e area c,f t h r, 1}:J ,-· ;, , en; r 
to r ,:=>':u r:1 t o t!1e area where she had b e ei"i tr apped. 

S.'1 e ',,' ;:1::., ;1:lso responsible for a serLous :inj ury tc Mr . Mc<i v:ii ; Fe:r:: :,f S: tt 

Lake City, Ut ah in an att ack in t h e Fisl·• iilg Bridge Camv-r or.nc! u;; t-.1rg u ~: t 1C 

Mr, Ford was at t 8mpting,tc chase th e b i::.~tl'..' 1 s cubs. 

ML Towns ley s aid the bear ap_paren ly returned to tli e Bric12c ~~ :,:)' -· Fi:):.i1 ,z: 

a:f.tt·r 1]\e b eFi.r lrnd returned to t he campground for the four'l·11 L"iwo j;: ,;'2'·, 

q;.:; i_"L ~: c,bvioH~, t hat she h ad be-en linked to th e s ource of hwn::in {uod and v;r,:s 

~o iu~ tone::: continuing prob lem t o the vis i tor s to the park . 

p1~oper ·,y, th , bei..r wa s sti Ll able to g;e L into scve;ra.J. ic:.: clH:s r.s b 8c.an<-.c 

th e campers cho::;c, tu ignore the w&rni ngs , or fo :cgut t o stcn-e U:e ; r fe ud 

pro;,crl y . 
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A GBIZZLY TALE 

GOLDILOCKS AND HEH THREE BEABS 

THE YELLOWSTONE MAULINGS OF 1976 



Once upon a time there lived a bear named Goldilocks. 

The Indians knew her ancesters as "Great White Bear", the trappers 

called her "Gri~7•1
, and scientists labeled her Ursus horribilus · or 

"horrible bear". But Goldilocks was nei thel" horrible nor huge, in 

fact she barely tipped the scales at over JOO pounds. She and her 

·, 
brethren, though, stood at the pinicle of natures pyramid as a finely 

honed tool from the evolutionary grindstone. The powerful instincts 

of motherhood were the guiding force within Goldilocks, as they had 

been for the sows of ages past, ensuring the survival of their kind. 

This year she bore three cubs, a large family for a mama grizzly, 

but her domain was plentifully supplied with food as she was one of 

a vanishing breed within the backcountry of Yellowstone National Park. 

One night in early June I met the Goldilocks family as their 

shining eye~ blinked in the glare of my headlights. In that encounter 

Goldilocks feigned a charge at the pair of threatening objects which 

pierced into her nocturnal world. Then they dissappeared as quickly 

as they had come, spending a lazy summer among the grassy meadows 

and sulfur hills of the Pelican Creek backcountry. Cutthroat trout 

had completed their yearly spawning run up Pelican Creek, but they 

and theil" neighbors, the suckers, found their return route blocked 

by a wire mesh dam, a fish trap. During the months of June and July 

thousands of fish were caught in this maze, and their collective 

numbers produced a sickeningly sweet smell carried by the winds of 

Yellowstone Lake northward to the Pelican Creek backcountry. 

Goldilocks and her keen-nosed brethren knew this smell, it spelled 

FOOD. A grizzly wastes little time in responding to such a clue 

and soon several bears, including the Goldilocks bunch, were making 



nightly track$ to this bountiful Fish & Chips joint, leaving heads 

and tails strewn along the banks for gulls and ravens to argue over 

the next morning. Next door two other junk food franchises were also 

in full prod~ct1on, but pickings there were few and far between, and 

besides, the throngs of two-legged cooks bustling about was enough to 

give any bear 1ndigestion.(We will call these places the Fishing 

Bridge Greasy Spoon Diners.) 

After nearly a month of easy pickings for Goldilocks and 

her three bears -the Fish & Chips joint went bankrupt. . The trap was 

opened, Cutthroats and suckers dispersed along the creek, and the 

bears' midnight snack shop simply went out of business. But the 

Fishing Bridge Diners were still producing tons of slop, and some of 

their cooks were enthusiastically advertising their wares by strewing 

trails of fish eut-:rails and heads f1""om Pelican Creek to the i r nearby 

Campground Diners. With hunger pangs growing stronger and three cubs 

to feed, temptation overcame Goldilocks' repulsion for the Fishing 

Bridge cooks. It was now mid August and nights were beginning to 

grow crisp and frosty as the Goldilocks gang rummaged through the 

Fishing Bridge Greasy Spoon Diners finding here and there the leavings 

of those sloppy cooks. The smell of FOOD hung thickly within these 

Campground Diners but little was to be had since most of it was kept 

tightly locked inside metal bearproof safes. Goldilocks had little 

chance of becoming a Junk-food Junkie like her forefathers, but still 

the aroma and an occasional tidbit lured her back again and again. 

One night an unfortunate event occurred. The Goldilocks 

tikes had chanced upon a food-filled cooler and were in the process 

of extracting its contents when who should appear but one of those 

2 



angry cooks, brandishing a towel and spouting oaths as he advanced 

toward the curious cubs. Goldilocks~ responding to her instincts of 

MOTHERHOOD, rushed at the frenzied cook and gave him a sound thrashing 

before re t reating from the inhospitable diner with her cubs. The 

following n i ght the quartet returned, only to find a sort of "tar and 

feather committee" awaiting their arrival. A sudden twinge of pain 

in Goldilocks' neck soon left her in a motionless gasping heap, 

helpless to defend her cubs who were also falling victim to the 

stunning darts. After a blurry ride in a cold, metal cylinder 

Goldilocks awoke to the nearby sounds of her cubs, bawling and clawing 

at the wire mesh door s of their own cylindrical prisons. Daybreak 

brought numerous peering faces outside the prison bars, and then a 

second drugg ed stupor and a nightmarelsh ride dangling beneath a 

giant, roar ing bi r d which set them down in an unfamiliar destination, 

the Thoroughfare. When t he giant bird had parted, Goldilocks, still 

terrified and confus~d by the intoxicating drug, fled northward 

instinctively guided toward HOME. The cubs awakened to find her 

gone and there they remained to bawl helplessly for their mother . 

Now separated from her cubs and uncertain as to where she 

had been Goldilocks followed the familiar shore · of Yellowstone Lake 

back to her Pelican Creek home. The following night she returned 

to the Fishing Bridge Diner in search Of both food and cubs, and as 

she was exploring the enticing smell within an oddly familiar metal 

cylinder the wire mesh door crashed down behind her. Again she was 

the prisoner of the tar and feather c r ew~ · ' Another terrifying ride 

beneath the giant bird brought Goldilocks back to her waiting cubs, 

now very hungry f r om her two day absence. But once again o beying 
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her homing instincts and this time with her cubs trailing behind, 

Goldilocks retraced her homeward trail along the lakeshore to Pelican. 

A week of relative calm prevailed as the fouTsome avoided detection 

in their nightly visits to the Fishing Bridge Diner. But again the 

inevitable occurred. A cook at the diner was sleeping out in the 

open and awoke with a start when one of the cubs began to root about 

at the foot of his sleeping bag. His movement set the MOTHER instinct 

into action as Goldilocks intervened with a few swift blows to the 

unresisting cook, and then she slipped away with her cubs. 

A reenactment of the tar and feather welcome of two weeks 

previous found all four. once more lying within their cylindrical 

prisons, this time on their way northward to the Buffalo Plateau. 

By now the Greasy Spoon Diners of Fishing Br1dge : were closing down, 

and the throngs of cooks began their fall migration back to their 

own homes far beyond the mountains. The Goldilocks family were also 

on the move, heading up the Yellowstone Biver toward home. They 

chanced upon another another Campground Diner on their route south 

but were detained there only briefly since that Campground too was 

being shut down. From there they passed along the rim of the deep 

Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone and then through the rolling, 

sage-covered hills of Hayden Valley before finally arriving home 

to the familiar Pelican Creek domain. The golden color of the grass 

and the light dusting of snow upon the Absaroka Peaks were ~ignals 

to Goldilocks that winter was not far off, and that she would need 

to eat heartily before digging the den in which they would spend 

the winter. The fish trap where they had feasted in July was still 

empty as were the Fishing Bridge Diners, so Goldilocks began to 
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forrage with her cubs along the north shore of Yellowstone Lake. 

One night a familiar smell attracted Goldilocks' attention. 

It was the smell of the '· Bridge Bay campground Diner. Dr1 ven by he.r 

curiosity and hunger she persued the possibility of finding food 

there. The loud · crash of a heavy metalic doo:r carried .with it , the 

sound of finality, for this time Goldilocks would be · granted no · 

reprieve. Her cubs had hightailed it back to Pelican Creek and when 

they did not come to look for her the following night, the fate of 

Goldilocks was sealed. "Yep, she's a junkie alright," s~id one of 

the tar and feather crew, "and she's abandoned her cubs to boot." 

On September 21 a shot rang out, echoing across the Pelican Creek 

backcountry. A trio of cubs may have paused from their busy foraging, 

anxious abotit the origin of the far off noise, as they had now. been 

waiting two days for the return of their mother. They had no way of 

knowing that this sound signified the perminant departure of their 

sow, Goldilocks, ,and that their growing hunger pangs were never to 

be satisfied by her again. Starvation 1s a slow death for a young 

cub in the wild. I can only hope that the snows of winter come early 

to Yellowstone this year. 

MORALS TO THE STORY: .;......;...;.;.... ___ _ 
1.) Fish traps and campgrounds don't mix. 

2.) Bearproofs are still bear attractants unless empty at night. 

J.) Cooks who advertise or leave out food should be shot •••• or 

at least transplanted out of the park. 
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4.) Cooks should not sleep out in the open when grizzlies are present. 

5.) Tar and feather committees should move cooks, not bears, in 

areas of conflict. 



C mpers ar au e 
bybe • rs 1n Yell vvstone 

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAC PARK - One man arou nd a little, inflicting only minqr scratches and bruis: · 
was seriously injured and' two others suffered superficial ·. es, and then left. " · . ;' : ' 
injuries in two separate grizzly bear maulings in Yellow-;.,,' , The Missouri men th en hiked out •to the ro ad , 
stone Park Sunday afternoon and early Monday morning . : caught a ride . to Lake hospital; a~d , were . ~el eased after 

Melvin Ford , 69, , of Salt Lake City suffered severe receiving first aid, Townsley said . · · 
injuries about the face and neck with · lacerations on . the He said the two bear incidents were caused by dif- . 
chest and scratches and bruises over most of his body ferent bears and there was no connection between the in-
about 3:30 a. m. Sunday when he went to investigate cident.s. 
noises near an ice chest which he had left on the ground Townsley said rangers would attempt to remove the 

· outside his pickup camper in the Fishing Bridge auto Fishing Bridge grizzly and her cubs from the camp-
campground, Supt. John Townsley said. ground and take them to a remote section of the park . 

1 The mauling was done by a sow grizzly wilh three He said no action would be taken with the Pelican 
lcubs, Townsley said. Ford, who was camping with his ·Creek grizzly, since that incident occurred in a back-
daughter and son-in-law, after hearing the noises , came country area. ' 
out of his camper and found the cubs . He attempted to Townsley said that Hausam had been ln Yellow-
chase them away, apparently not seeing the mother, stone Park several times and said he was aware of griz-
Towm,ley said. · zlies in the area and familiar with the procedure of play-

Park rangers heard the commotion and succeeded ing dead. Townsley attributed the fact that the two Mis-
in driving the bear away with the use of lights, Townsley souri men received only minor wounds to Hausam 's 
said. Ford was taken ·to the Lake hospital for emergency knowledge of how to conduct himself in bear country. 
treatment. and then transferred to a Salt Lake City hos- Townsley said that in both mauling instances, the 
pita! by plane. · mother bear was reacting to a natural instinct to protect 

Townsley said that rangers had talked with nJem- her young when she charged. 
hers of the Ford party Sunday evening about the pres- He s?id that the park has been engaged in an inten-
ence of bears in the park and had asked them to put the sive bear management program for the past several years. 
food chest inside the vehicle. They also had observed the to minimize the potential for bear-human contacts, in-

• bear in the campground earlier, and were conducting an eluding bear-proofing of all garbage cans within the park, 
intensive patrol in an effort to prevent any incidents .' evening garbage pickup to minimize the amount of gar-

The other bear mauling occurred about 4 p. m. Sun-' bage left ·in ~ampgrounds overnight, and removing all 
day in the Pelican Creek area, north and east of Yellow- , dumps . ,' ' • , 
stone Lake , when two Missouri fishermen encountered a Additionally, park rangers drive through the camp-
sow grizzly with young cubs. grounds each evening advising campers to store all foods, 

David Hausam, 20 , of Sedalia, and Greg Stober, 20, including ice rhesl5 , insideJheir cars or high in a tree. A 
· of St. Joseph , were returning from a fishing trip when · park regulation also makes it unlawful to leave any food 

they met the gri1.zly about two miles north of the high- on a table or outside a vehicle unless the food is being 
way. Both lay down and "played dead" when the grizzly consumed or being prepared for consumption, Townsley 
allacke_d, Townsley said , and "the bear rolled them said . · . ; , 
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Rangers destroy park grizzly 
A fem ale grizzly bear that had 

been a persistent problem for 
Yellowstone National Park visitors 
was shot by park ran gers last week 
after being captured in Bridge Bay 
Campground. 

According to Superintendent 
John A. Townsley, the bear, 
approximately 12 years old, had 
bee n trapped on three previous 
occasions in the Bridge Bay -
Fishing Bridge area and trans­
ported to a remote area of the park, 
only to return to th e area where 
she had been trapped. 

She was also responsible for a 
serious injury to Melvin Ford of 
Salt Lake City in an attack in the 
Fishing Bridge Campground on ; 
Aug ust 16. Ford was attempting to 
chase the bear 's cubs. 

Townsley said the bear apparent­
ly r e turned to the Bridge Bay -
Fishing Bridge area because she 
had become accustomed to getting 
food in the campgrounds that had 
been left out be care less campers. 
Townsley said after the bear had 
/'e~rr,l}d tn th,. fRlll['P,To1 inrl for th P 

fourth time it was 'quite obvious 
that she was going to be a 
continuing problem to the visitors 
to the park. 

In spite of warnings issued by 
the Rangers for campers to store 
their food properly , the bear was 
still able to get into several ice 
chests because th e campers chose 
to ignore the warnings, or forgot to 
store their food properly. 

The bear was accompanied by 

her three cubs until about a week 
ago. Biologists said for an unknown 
r eason she had abandoned the 
three cubs in Pelican Valley, north 
of Fishing Bridge, where they have 
been observed foraging for them­
selves on natural food. 

"The careless practice of the 
campers in leaving their food 
chests out has resulted in one 
grizzly bear having to be destroy­
ed," Townsley Said. 
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