
JAC K SO N H OWA RD 
S . R E X LE W I S 
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HOWARD , LEWIS & PETERSEN 

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW 
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120 E AS T 3 00 N O RTH S TREET 
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April 12, 1979 

Dr. Frank Craighead 
P. 0. Box 156 
Moose, Wyoming 83012 

Dear Dr. Craighe ad: 

A R EA CODE 8 0 1 
TELEPHONE 373 - 6345 

P. 0 . BOX 778 

O UR FILE NO . 

Enclosed is a photo copy of our complaint, the 
answer of the government, answers to interrogatories, 
both from ourselves and from the government that we 
have received. This, perhaps will give you a better 
idea of some of the legal theories and issues that 
will be raised at the time of the trial. 

We do appreciate your help in this matter. We 
will try to schedul e d your deposition during the last 
week in June of a date that would be convenient for you. 

DRP:plb 

Enclosure 

Ve ry truly yours, 

HOWARD, LEWIS & PETERSEN 

Don R. Petersen 
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Don R. Petersen 
Delphi Building 
120 East 300 North 
Provo, Utah 

Dear Mr. Petersen~ 

.. 
,. 

October 15, 1978 

•. -
... 

I have looked over the material that you sent me--the unsigned 
memorandum and the memorandum from Mary Meagher to the Superintendent 
and Chief Park Ranger, Yellowstone National Park. It appears 
to me as though the unsigned memo "Record of grizzly sou ear tag 
7293 and 7155 (current) is an abstract of Mary Meagher's memorandum 
to the Superintendent and Chief Park Ranger , October 5 , 1976. 
It concerns only the numbered be&r and 1s unfinished. Perhaps 
this is why it was no signed. However, there is no reason to 
believe that it is not authentic. In the unsigned memo it mentions 
nine observations of the grizzly family, a female and two cubs 
in 1973 , and the October t:5 memo also lists nine sightings, the 
last sighting only one cub. Then the following year there vere 
eight sightings of the same sow and (nov) yearling in the' 
unsigned memo and eight sightings of sow and yearling in Mary 
Meagher• s memo. Th.e so:w and yearling were trapped 9-25-74 and 
marked # 72!)3 for the sow and # 7294 for the yearling. They were 
then transplanted the same day. In 1975, according to both memos• 
there were no sightings. The sow wns probably at this time 
without young and therefore ouuld not be readily recognized, though 
it is quite likely th t she vaa in the same general area. -where 
she had been found the previous two years. In 1976 the record 
shows that this same sow had three cubs--a new f mily--and there 
were seven sightings and entries of this family up to the time that 
Ford was injured. Hews, a$ indicated, injured by this same 
sow on 8-16-76. The memo gives the ear tag # 7155 as well as the 
ear tag numbers given to the three cubs. There were two transplants 
or this family; one on 8-16.-17 and again on S..18-19. This 
f'amily of bears was observed eleven times from 8-30 to 9-22 when 
the sow # 7155 was destroyed. Th.e unsigned memo abstracts the 
activities of this family only to 9-4-76 which is probably the 
date for "current" at the beginning of the memo., 

The mention of setting traps, vhich was in the unsigned memo for 
the dates 8-14..,.15-76, ,.,as not 1n Mary's October 5 memo. I suspect 
the traps had been set as this would have boen routine prpcedure; and 
that s1nce it had not b&en mentioned in the first memo, 'it vas 
added in the abstract. 
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The name of the man vho suggested returning to garbage feeding 
1 was .Al Conrad, president of the Wyoming Wildlife Federation. His 

suggestion Yaa carried in the Jackson Hole Guide of June 29, 1978. 
The Guide indicated that I agreed Yi.th Conrnd• I did tell thelll 
that should human injuries continue end bear mortalities increase, 
was a. possible ni:onagement action that should be considered but 
that I would sUggest or recommend it only with certain reservations 
and that I YOuld not 'Wish to go into it at thnt time. 

I hope th1a has answered your questions. If there are more, please 
drop me note or give me a call. 

Incidentally, 1n Your letter of October 2 you mentioned that 
you had enclosed a check. 'lb.is waa not ineluded and thus may 
still be in your office. 

I•ll be awey for the next ten da1s but you cen conta.ct me here 
at home after the 24th of Oot<>ber •. 

.... 
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HOWARD, LEWIS & PETERSEN 

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW 

DELPHI BUILDING 

120 EAST 300 NORTH STREET 

PROVO , UTAH 84601 

October 2, 1978 

Dr. Frank Craighead 
Box 156 
Moose, Wyoming 83012 

Dear Dr. Craighead: 

This letter is written as a follow-up to our 

recent conversation at your home. I have enclosed 

photocopies of the report that I was referring to, 

and that we discussed. The one report that is not 

dated or signed is the report that the government 

AREA CODE 801 

TELEPH O NE 373 - 6345 

P . 0 . BO X 778 

OUR FILE NO . 

is now claiming is inaccurate. They do not know who 

prepared the report. The memorandum referred to 

in there by Mary Meagher they say does not exist. 

They also claim there was no bating or traps set in 

the fishing bridge campground on the 14th and 15th 

as indicated in the report. 

It is my understanding that you will examine this 

information and let me know what your thinking is. 

I have enclosed a check for $150.00 to pay you for 

the time that we spent together, and once again, thank 

you for your help. 

DRP:plb 

Enclosure 

Very truly yours, 

HOWARD, LEWIS & PETERSEN 

-== ___,-177~~-::> 

Don R. Petersen 



Dr. Craighead 
October 2, 1978 
Page Two 

P. S. One other item that comes to my mind is 
the man who is the head of the Fish and Game Department 
for Wyoming. We were discussing about the name of an 
individual who handled the last mauling in Yellowstone and 
recommended that the campgrounds be closed or fences 
put around them and that they return to feeding the 
bears through garbage dumrs. You indicated that you 
couldn't remember the mans name but that it may come 
to mind. If you could recall who this individual 
was, I would appreciate it. 



August 2, 1977 

Memorandum to Di rector Whalen, National Park Service 

From: A. Starker Leopold, National Parks Advisory Board, 

Durward L. Allen, Council, National Parks Advisory Board 

Re : A review of National Park Service bear management programs. 

This responds to a request from Director Everhardt, made last year, 

that we unde rtake a re view of bear management problems in the National 

Parks and suggest what further measures might be taken to promote and 

protect the int e rests of both the public and the be ars. Our available 

time for this important task was limited . We visited some of the parks 

\~ith bear populations and contacted personnel within and outside the 

Service whos e knowledge of bears might be helpful. Attendance at the 

Interna tional Bear Conference at Kalispell, Montana, in February and 

visit s with officials from Yellowstone, Glacier, Yosemite, Great Smoky 

Mountains, and Shenandoah National Parks were particularly instructive. 

Llk-c\vise vJe learned a great deal from Cliff Martinka and from his r eport 

on 11 B!ack Bear Management in the National Parks System in 1976. 11 

It should be emphasized that this summary of the bear management 

outlook br i ngs together a selection of ideas and recommendations most 

of which originated on scenes of action where competent staff and 

collaborators are dealing with bear problems . We have distilled some 

constructive suggestions that merit your attention. 

Le t us first attempt to paraphrase the bear problem . For approximately 

ten years th e National Park Servi~e has bee n trying to phas e out the 

feeding of bears in the parks with the hope that they will again become 

indepe ndent, wild-living members of the park fauna. Garbage dumps have 



1. 

be~n closed, trash cans bcar-proof~d, tourists warned against feeding 

bears or leaving food out, and troublesome . bears have been transplanted 

or if necessary rerroved from the population. It might be fair to say 

that in most parks the Service has eliminated _29
2

perc-> nt or more of 

the opportunity for bears to obtain human food. But sadly, this does not 

f 
mean that the bear problem is 90 percent solved. On the contrary, the 

problem continues to plague the National Park Service, . in undiminished 

form in some parks. It is abundantly clear today that bears are too 

V smart and too aggressive to be shunted easily from human contacts and 

food rewards. A program that wil 1 really keep all the bears out in the 

,,.1oods making an honest living has to be specific, incisive, and rigidly 

enforced -- meaning 100 percent, n9t 90 percent. 

And even if al I food contacts are rerroved, we see distressing signs 

that some bears -- both grizzly and black -- are losing their fear of 

people and are developing aggressiveness that is unrelated to the food 

- -· 
rrotive. This is a new and extremely serious turn of events. It is 

imperative, we feel, that the Service give high priority and devote 

substantial funding to research and experimental management designed to 

find ways of,Js.e.ep_Lo:9:-: bears and people apart. 

In addition to needed research there are many points of improvement 

that . can be made in current bear management programs, both in terms of 

Park Service actions and in pub I ic instruction and education. For your 

convenience \o,JC sumrnc1rize our recommendations at this point. These are 

discussed at more length in the sections that follow. 



... 

3. 

Recommend at i ans 

I) We feel that the present effort to educate the public about deport

ment in bear country is grossly inadequate. There should be con

tinuing ~ducation programs designed to inform people about bear~ 

before th~y even set out for a park visit (movies, TV, magazine 

articles), and an even more intensive and effective system of 

teaching and warning when visitors reach the park. Information 

systems of every available kind should be utilized. 

2) Human foods and remains thereof must be made completely unavailable 

to bears. Systems of garbage disposal, roadside policing, over-

night storage of visitors' food stuffs, emptying bear-proof trash 

cans, and general camp clean] iness will require unrelenting attention. 

Few of the parks are taking the bear problem this seriously. 

3) Monitoring and record-keeping systems in the bea r parks should be 

refined and organized to provide day-to-day and even up to the 

minute information to the Superintendent on the whereabouts and 

actions of bears and visitors. This would include reports of 

people/bear confrontations , prop~rty damage, personal injury, 

aberrant behavior of individual bears, and information on numbers 

and dep loyment. Only thus will the Superintendent be able to judge 

an impending dangerous situation and act to head it off. 

l1) In audition to policing (2) and monitoring (3) there \·lill be required 

personnel to impl eme nt bear managenl2nt actions as needed. Resource 

Manageme nt Biologists, especially trained to handle bears, should 

be available to implement decisions of the Superintende nt on moving 

or destroying dangerous or troublesome animals. All of these 

recomme ndations cal I for additional specialized personnel. 
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5) In the long run, perhaps the greatest need is for research in methods 

of teaching bears to shun people. Somehow, bears have to be con

vinced that human contacts are best avoided. At present, we are 

abysmally ignorant of how to transmit that message throughout bear 

Wsocietv. Continuing bear troubles will plague the Parks until we 

~ achieve some skill in aversive conditioning. 

~ublic Information and Warning Systems 

Methods of influencing public attitudes and practices relative to 

bears and other potentially dangerous wild! ife might be categorized as 

General films and publications issued at national level. 

Handouts and bulletins specific to a park, which can be given 

to the visitor at the entrance gate. 

Warning signs in campgrounds, on trails, and at other appropriate 

s i tcs. 

Locally developed films, slide shows, and interpretative talks. 

Personal contacts with individual visitors by ranger personnel 

on patrol 

How useful a general film or animated slide show on bears could be 

to a particular park is open to some question. HO\·tever, in vieH of the 

nationol interes·t and importance of the grizzly as an endang_ered species 

and of the black bear as the largest carnivore that ,.,,ill be seen by most 

of the pub! ic, a major effort to reach the average citizen ~eems to be 

111 order. It could be an important part of the commitment of the National 

Park Service to outdoor education. Likewise it could counteract to some 



extent the common characterization of the bear as a friendly buffoon 

(Yogi Bear, Teddy Bear, Smoky Bear, Grizzly Adam·s, etc.) 

. 5. 

Thus we recommend that the Park Service develop at one of its 

centers a highly professional film that will portray for the average 

individual the ha bits and character of bears, their place in wilderness, 

I h . . 1 I . and t e env1 ronmenta management t 1ey, requ1 re. This would include 

wholesome vi ewpoints on back-country travel and the responsibilities of 

people for their own safety in the presence of potentially dangerous 

animals, and a summary of what the Park Service is doing to preserve 

wild bears in a wild state. An outstanding film of perhaps 20 minutes 

would be in demand by many outdoor organizations throughout the country 

for mee tings and other purposes, and it could be shm·m in the parks. It 

i-JOuld also be a convincing notice to the public that the Nat-ional Park 

Service is in earnest about meeting its obligations in an important 

wildlife field. 

In the individual parks, a great deal more can be done to educate 

the visitor about bears. We have examined the warning signs and the 

I handouts given to visitors arriving in many of the parks and find them · 

[ generally trite, casual and unconvincing. To discourage roadside feed(ng 

and careless exposure of food in campgrounds . the visitor has to be con

vinced that bears are dangerous. From the moment he enters the gate this 

message should be impressed and reiterated. Perhaps there is some con

cern that scare tactics i-Iill spoil the pleasure of a park visit. The 

pleasure can be spoiled more effectively by an obstreperous bear. 

The educational and \·1arning system, in summary , should be the best 

and most complete possible within the skills and means of the National 

Park Service. It serves these important purposes: 
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Protects the people from the bears; 

Protects the bears from the people~ and 

Protects the National Park Service from tort cases 

in the event of mishap. 

Park Sanitation 

6. 

Substantial progress has been made in sanitizing thos~ parks with 

major bear population s . The closing of open-pit garbage dumps is largely 

completed (Shenandoah closed its last dump in 1976, for example) and 

be ar~proof trash cans have been installed in most parks. But still,· 

slip-ups occur and bears obtain bits of food. A trash can overflows, 

a back-packer leaves a dirty camp, a touring motorist tosses a left-over 

sandwich to a bear encountered along the road, or a hiker drops his pack 

and flees upon meeting a bear on the trail. It takes very few such 

incidents to turn a wild bear into a begg~r and thence ultimately into~ 

bold tyrant who has to be destroyed . When a well-meaning visitor in

advertently or deliberately feeds a bear he is in essence signing that 

animal's death warrant. For this reason, provisions for maintaining 

100 percent compliance with rules about park sanitaiion and not feeding 

animals are essential to protect the welfare of the bear as well as 

the _health and property of the visitor . 

~le recommend a s crvice-vlidc rcvicv1. of plans and programs of sanitizing 

bear parks and of implementing pertinent rules and regulations. As 

Martinka states in his 1976 report on managing black be~rs in the parks, 

the management plans and associated regulations are effective only to the 

level that they are implemented. He emphasizes the 11 
••• need for greater 
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attention to visitor management, including food control and distribution 
restrictions ." Trapping and moving troublesome bears, or even destroyin_g 
them, does nothing to solve the bear problem. Prevention is the only 
ultimate solution. 

~bnitoring Systems 

In Hartinka's report on black bear management on six parks, he 
rated the information system acceptable in one, marginal in a second, 
and de ficient in four. Of the two grizzly parks in Montana, we 1-JOuld 
rank the information systems deficient in both. A graduate student from 
California attempted to analyze visitor/grizzly contacts and interactions 
in Glacier and 1-1as severely_ handicapp ed for lack of adequate records. 

' If the Superintende nt of Glacier had been fully apprised of the actions 
of the grizzly that killed the Mahoney girl in September, 1976, he surely 
would have ordered the bear destroyed before th e death of the girl, rather 
than afterward. Good monitoring \·JOuld easily and accurately have 

I . . d h • . d ant1c1pate tat 1nc1 ent. 

In every park with a record of bear problems a biologically trained 
staff membe r should be responsible for keeping files and providing the 
Superintendent with current information on bear actions, incidents, and 
manageme nt requirements. According to need , this may be a full-time 
activity, or it could be combined with other appropriate responsibilities 
in some parks. It is evident that in major bear parks a new staff 
position that might be called Wildlife Manag eme nt Biologist should be 
established to assist the resources management supervisor under the 
Chief Ranger. This staff member should be coordinating all bear-management 
infor n0 tion and problen~, and be in close touch with research workers on 
the one hand and management personnel and the interpretation staff on 
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the other. Especially in parks I ike Great Smokies and Shenandoah the 

addition of a well-trained biologist to .the resources management group 

is urgently needed. The position would also provide technical super

vision to (usually seasonal) back-country personne l adequate to patrol 

trails and campgrounds and improve the present extremely poor level of 

reporting and record keeping on beai incidents. This work is accessory 

to more personalized visitor contacts and a better \•1arnin9 system relative 

to bear reg~lat lons and dangers . 

Management Actions 

Bear problems are going to occur despite the roost conscientious 

efforts to avoid them. On each bear park there should be specific 

provision for taking management action as needed and a trained staff to 

do it. In too many parks bear problems are handled on an impromptu 

basis, with untrained personnel and no pre-conceive d game plan. Parks 

with large bear populations mtght have pre-season training sessions for 

staff and seasonal help, as they nmv have 11 fire schools. 11 Martinka 

emphasizes the need for a written plan of management to guide action 

programs. 

Park Service policy dictates that troublesome bears be trapped 

'and noved to isolated areas where hopefully they may resume an independent 

life . Only ,'lficn an animal proves to be incorrigible should it be remove d 

from the population. By and large we endorse this concept. Yet there 

remains a broad spectrun of judgeme nt as to when a bear is declared 

incorrigible. Repeated transplanting of bothersome bears is expensive and 

may result in merely transplanting and amp! i fying a problem rather than 

solving it. A fe,·1 years ago in Yosemite, for exan;ple, persistent complaints 
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by some protectionists against killing bears - eve n the worst offenders -

caused the Park to transplant many animals that• should have been eliminated. 

The result is that today Yosemite has far and a1,-1ay the worst black bear 

problem of any park in the whole system. Subsequent development of a 

fi~m and effe ctive management plan offers hope of ultimate solution. 

Trapping and marking bears for biological and management studies 

can properly be done, under a permit from the Superintendent, by research 

people in the parks. But transplanting nuisance bears or ki 11 ing bears 

that are h~b.itual trouble-makers should be done by specially trained 

members of ihe ranger staff . Research personnel should be given the 

opportunity to cooperate and to gather data on trapped animals, but they 

should not have primary responsibility for management ac .tions. In 1977 

this change is _being made at Great Snokies, where all trapping had been 

done formerly by collaborators from the University of Tennesseei 

It is important that re s ponsible personnel in bear parks subscribe 

to the idea that these animals are a wilderness resource that must be 

preserved in a wild state. Thus the aim is to mitigate the need to 

destroy or relocate bears because their habitat has been invaded by 

large numbers of people . In Great Smokies and Shenandoah, bear problems 

occur most commonly in large back-country campgrounds. It v-10uld seem 

that a scattering of campers 1n smal 1 groups reduces bear problems. 

Where it is necessary to remove a 11 repeater11 bear, v,ho is a threat to 

hikers and campers, the practice has been to turn these animals over to 

the state; they a\e commonly I iberated in areas open to hunting. Where 

bear habitat well removed from th e park is not available, transplanting 

becomes a vain and costly expedient. The bear might better be destroyed 

and used for whatever research infornBtion can be gained from it. 
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In large bear parks, campgrounds and hiking trails should be 
kept out of the prime bear habitats to the greatest extent possible. 
The tlosing (permanently or temporarily) or relocation of ~amping areas, 
or the enforcement of use restrictions (such as hard-sided campers) 
should receive high priority in park opirations. These actions should 
be planned on an annual basis as problem areas are identified by research 
or by the record of bear incidents. 

Research 

Superintendents in parks with bear populations are much in need of 
habitat surveys that reliably identify and map seasonal use areas 
according to quality and such habits as breeding, feeding, and denning. 
This information wil I naturally accompany studies, which must be site
specific to different parks and regions, on the environmental resources 
required by bears. In view of long standing deficiencies in bear manage-
ment information, ecological and population studies should be part of a 
continuing research effort in every park where bears are important. 
Research and management personnel from different parks should be brought 
together periodically, and there should be a routine exchange of informa
tion via annual reports, publications, and meetings such as the recent 
bear conference in Kai ispell. 

We have found Superintendents of bear parks to be keenly knowledge
able and concerned about their bear management problems. They are 
obvious ly stretching the capacities of their staffs and other resources 
to cover as many problems as possible. They knm-1 that more research is 
needed to answer urgent management questions. Many requests for funding 
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such research have been submitted or are in preparation . \.le recommen d 

that a greater effort in this field should have high priority in al locating 

research budget increases to th e National Park Service . If this seems 

to take for granted an expansion of the resea rch program, that is indeed 

our fe e ling about it. We so recomme nde d in a men~randum dated July 12, 

1977. 

For examp le, it was almost incredible for us to l ea rn that the 

principal.bea r study program in th e Southeast has bee n in progress at 

Great Smokies for the past seven years without any direct funding by the 

National Park Service. This work by personne l of the University of 

Tennes see has been under a contract by th e park na tural history associa

tion, 1t1ho rais ed money for it. It has been partially funded by McIntyre

Stennis funds (Fores t Service ) made available through the University 

Agricultural Exper ime nt Station .. We firmly believe in the use of such 

sources for research funding in the pafks. But where urgent management 

1 questions are involved, concerning public safety and the management of 

park resources, we think that. a funding equity direct from the office 

of the Regional Chief Scientist should be helping to support such 

projects in the parks . 

In addition to continuing research on the ecology and natural 

hi sto ry of bea r s, we see a pressing need for study of bear be havior, with 

a vi e1•1 to possible aversi'v':! conditioning to people. As not ed at the 

r outset of this report, bears in a numbe r of situations are showing l ess 

timidity and more and rmre outright aggressiveness tov,ard peop le -- a 

trend 1t1h i ch 1)e find very v,o r r i some indeed. If such a t~end is allowed to 

continue there might arise s e rious question about people and bears sharing 
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some parklands . To date, the National Park Service has not entered 

this important field of study. A small beginning was planned for 1977 

in Yellm-,stone, but the investigator, Dr. Barrie Gilbert, was mauled 

by a grizzly before the study was even underway. No event could nore 

forcibly have emphasized the need for research on bea r behavior in 

relation to people and the desirability of seeking \•Jays to modify bea r. 

attitudes and action patte~ns. Above ev e rything else in this r eport, 

we urge that substantial funds be allocated for initiating behavioral 

studies and · management experfments in ave rsive conditioning. This line 

of research shou ld be initiated in 1978 in the Alaska parks, Yellowstone , 

'

. Glacier, and selected black bear parks. Failure to do so would, it seems 

to us, expose the Service to charges of neg ligence and l ega l 1 iability 

subsequent to future bear mishaps . As a corollary study it might be 
1 wel 1, to initiate a legal appraisal of NPS res ponsibility and liability 

toward the increas ing number of un sophi st icated people coming to share 

the parks w,th the bears. -

Funding 

Virtually all of the suggestions that we have made in this memorandum 

will cost money~ Martinka in his report on black bear management offers 

an annual estimate (Table 4) of $368,000, of which $125,000 is specified 

for rcse<1 rch and the rest for management pc ,·sonne l and information/pub Ii c 

rel<1tions systems . 

We are not in a position to comment intelligently on this es timate · 

although generally it s eems to us quite modest, especia lly if grizzly 

problems are added to the black bear problems. Perhaps $500,000 would 
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be closer to a real is tic goal, with most of the additional funding 

devoted to a stepped up research effort. 

Summa ry 

I 3. 

Despite considerable progress in cl~sing garbage dumps; sanitizing · 

campgrounds, and regulating pub! ic behavior in relation to bears, it 

would appear that progress in bear management is far from satisfactory. 

~/e seem to have grossl y µnderes ti.mat.e.d th e probl em. In the past 10 years 

grizzlies have killed more people in the parks than in the previous 

century (back to the founding of Yellowstone). Black bears continue to 

be an unrnitigate~ nuisance in many areas. As professors we could perhaps 

qive the Park Service an A for effort in trying to manage bears but no 

more than a C- in accomplishment . Th e task ahead is still enormous. We 

hope that you as Director and th e whole Service will acknowledge and 

accept this challenge . 
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Record of Gri u l y Sm·t 

far Tag Nos. 7293 and 7155 (current) 

1973 

This bear was never handled in 1973 or previously, but is believed 

by Dick Knight to be the female \'lith two cubs of the year seen in 

the Fish i ng Bridge area . Tl1ere were nine separate observations of 

this family group in and near Fishing Bridge during the season . 

Examinations of scats showed they were getting garbage. The last 

observation, on 9/7, indicated only one cub . 

1974 

From July 6 through August 28, there were .tl.91.lt reported sightings of 

this sow with 6ne yearling betw~en Pelica~ Creek and the Fishing 

Bridge Campground. (See Meagher's memorandum of September 7, 1976 

appended). 

9/25/74 - The sow and yearling were trapped behind the lake Hotel, 

m~rked with brown plastic eartags, nos. 7293 and 7294 respectively, 

and were _planted by helicopter along Badger Creek, on the Two-Ocean 

Plateau. These bears were probably responsible for damage to a 

Yellowstone Park Company duplex on September 23, 1974. 

1975 

No r~cords or observations. 

! . 



1976 

8/13 - The SO\'/ ;•lith three cL:bs of the year was sighted near the 

Fishing Bridge sewage ponds . 

8/14 - SOI·/ and cubs visited Fishing Bridge Campground and got food 

from an ice chest. {See C.1.R. #76-16l,3 appended). Extended efforts 

be ing made \·:ith visitor- contact in Fishing Bridge Campground. Traps _ · 

set. 
r--- · 

8/15 - Bear \·lith three cubs damaged a tent trai 1 er in site B-13 at 

fishing Bridge. Trailer Village . Visitor reports \·1ere sketchy, but 

was assumed to be subject sow and cubs . . (See C.I.R. #76-1701 appended). 

A confrontation occurred at site G-21 . {See C.I.R. #76-1813 appended}. 

Stepped up visitor- contacts continued . . .Traps sti 11 Seh 

u!M~ 
8/16 - Early a.m. visitor {Melvin Ford severely injured by subject · 

sow grizzly. · (see C. I.R. #76-1738 appended). By evening, an 

immobilization team \·:as assembled and plans made to capture the family 

group \·lith drugs. By 2330, all four bears had been captured. (See 

C.I.R. #76-1765 appended). 

8/17 - After discussicns among Mary Meagher, Ted Bucknall, Bud Estey, 

Dale Nuss and Roger Rudolph, it was decided to relocate the sow and cubs 

to the vicinity of Mariposa Lake. In the afternoon, the bears were 

drugged and moved by helicopter to the release area, but the presence 

of a camping party near Mariposa Lake precluded release of the bears 

at that site. lynx Mountain, about four miles northeast of Mariposa 

,• . 



' ' . 

Lake, was chosen by Ted 13ucknul1 as a 5Uitc.ble alternc.1te site. The 

bears \·Jere released> given the antagonist, and all had rc:vived shortly 

before lGOO. 

8/19 - At 0300 the subject sm·1 \·1as trapped at the Fishing Bridge 

Trailer Village. Hei· identity \·tas not knovm ut the time, but during 

preparations for transplanting (Meagher, Rudolph, Anderson, Lesko) 

the tag became readable. Meagher and Lesko flew to the Lynx Mountain 

release site, located the cubs, and returned to Lake to prepare the sow 

for repla.nting at Lynx Mountain. It \·1as surmised that the sow was 

confused by the transplant drug (M-99) on 8/17, and did not realize 

her cubs were with her, so returned to Lake hunting them. The sow was 

held in the trap overnight at Lake. 

8/20 - The SO\•/ \·as drugged with Sernyl an, retui•ned to Lynx Mountain 

via .helicopter and reunited with her cubs . (See C.I.R. #76-7690 

appended). 

8/30 - Early a.m. the sow slightly injured a camper in Fishing Bridge 

Campground. (Se~ C.I.R. #76-1923). That evening, an immobilization . 
te~m of Rudolph, McDowell, Anderson and Lesko prepared to recapture 

the bears. By 2330, all bears had been captured. (See C.I.R. #76-1975 

appended). 

8/31 - Meagher, Estey) Nuss and Scott conferred on transplant site and 

agreed on the Buffalo Plateau near the north boundarv. Bears were 

·1 
..J 
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dru99ccl with Sernylan at Lakr., trucked to Tower and taken by lwl icopter 

to the Buffalo Plateau. (See C.I.R. 1i76-1795). 

9/4 - Sm-1 and cubs moved into Tm·1er Campground. First reported as a 

black bear ~-lith three cubs. Some food \'/as appurently obtc.1incd . (See 

Meagher's memorandum of 9/7 appended) . 

.. 



IN ltLl'I.Y Hl :n :1; TO: 

lvfomoranclum 

lJ 11i tccl States Dcpart1ncnt of the In tcrior 
NATIONAL PARK SER VICE 

Y cllows tone National Park, Wyoming 82190 

October 5, 1976 

To: Superintendent 
Chief Park Ranger 

From: . Mary Meagher, Research Biologist . 

Subject: Grizzly,· Adult Female, Eartag #7155 

Never hz,ndled . Believed by Dick Knight to be the female of Fishing Bricige area, 

,.vith l'.'.'0 cubs oi tne ve2.r, seen in sew2.Qe Dond cl.l"E'rl v:;i.ri0ns tim0.~ (~ :_" t': ll(J)-, ,,) • 
.. - ""' ,,_ 

Droppings, believed to be hers and family, contained melon seeds, canta louY) ,~ 

1.·emnants, etc. She \vas getting gar'.::>age (Knight, pers. comm.)". 

SIGHTINGS 

___ __ Rpt.fr Date --·· 

114 7/24 

116 7/26 

145 · 7/26 

122 7/28 

Location 

Sewage Trt. Site 

Ebro Springs 

FB Empl. Trailer . 
Village ·'"'." 2 hrs. 

· · •in area. 

¼ m. beyond ga tc 
on service road N. 

of Fishing Bridge 

. 
Observer 

Holbrook 
(Nat.) 

Holbrook 

Holbrook 

CIR .# . _Description 

Female/2 yrl. * 

. Fem~lc/2 cubs 

_Femde/2 cubs 

Femalc/,2 yi-1. * 



' . 

.. . 

SJC!lTH,GS -· 1crn, cont. 

124 

H7 

. 137 

i61 

186 

7/31 

8/1 

S/4 

8/14 

9/7 

Location 

N. of FB Dry Dumps 

FB Commercial 

Trailer Villagc-

2 hrs . in area. 

FB Empl. Trailer 

Village 

Near highway N . of 

Squaw Lake 

Lake Utility Area 

Ob.server 

Knight 

Ford 
(Rngr.) 

Holbrook 

B.Jackson 

(Packer) 

Nuss 
(Rng:r: . ) 

CIR # 

· Female/?, cubs 

F crnalc/2 c u b s 

Fcmalc/2 cubs 

Fcmalc/2 c ubs 

· Female/ cub 

* Yearlings called cubs of year by Glen Col c _in Sept., 197 3 . 

1974 

SIGHTINGS 

Rpt . # Date Location Observer CIR " Descrin t5.oYi 'ff 

122 7/6 1½ m. up Pelican Cr. Olive:rius Female/yr i' . 

.. - . ·• ..... ~(Rngr.r ··- -·-··· .. .. --- . . ·. : " · . . - ·--

179 7/29 Pel._ Fish Trap Dean Female/yr!. 

(FWS) 

]78 7/30 Pel. Fish Tran Dean i.·emale/yrl . 
... 

211 8/16 Storm Pt. Trail Emerson Female/yr}. 

(Nat.) 

218 8/20 Sewage Lagoon Wagner Female/yr!. 

(Rngr.) 

229 8/23 FB Campground Lebsack -:- . Female/yr! _. • 

(NPS) 
• · · - -· 

Fi!-;l1ing Bridcc.: Campground restricted to hard-sided trailers niz -1. 
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SJ.GJJTJNGS - 197'1, cont. 

9/23 

Lncation 

2 m. from Pelican 
Cr. trailhcad 

tried to enter house, 
ripped screen. 
Prints of adult anc! 
c\lb seen later. 
House located 50 1 

from grease pit 
for Lake Hotel. 

Observer 

Blair 
(Rngr.) 

M .Hargis 
(YP Co.) 

cm. ff 

74-1687 

Dcscdption ., 

Fcmalc/yrl. 

Female/cub 

_9/25 Lake Lodge
Female with yrl. 
captured. Both 
trans1ocatcc1 bv 

Blair 74-1688 Fcmale/y:-1. 

ii~-
~- . ~ 

helicopter to 
Lynx Pk. Eartags-

_ fcrnale, #?293; yrL, 
4r7294 . Female with 
split ear but no ta too, 
wt.est. 250 lbs. ,old; 

- -- •·yrl.male, wt. cst.125 
lbs. Bear believed 
responsible for· CIR# 
74-'-1687. 

.... .... ~- ,. . . -. ' 

• , - ~- . . · t . -

- ·- . \ ., . ... 

Other grizzly incidents occu:dng in the Lal:c a!'ea fo1· three weeks prior to the 
trapping on 9/25 (indicates level of activity). 

CIR.#74~1532_ - Damage - Bridge Bc1.y _(9/ ti..) 
CIR#74-1510 - Damage - Bl"idge Bay (9/6) ---·~-
CIRft74-1533 - Trap & ti·;:msplant uf 300 lb·. grizzly to Lamilr r.a. - Bridge 

Bay (9/,'.,) 
cm.#74-157:: - Trap t-. i•·::,~:-::pl:-:nt d ~;O•) lb. gri:·.:Jy· to Beula L.1~(e - Brid~c 

Bay (9/H) • 
CIIU;74-1(1 ,;:1 ;\cdd-:?11i~J <J'.-'crdo~-; -:: fc:,·,;:1c su~·c:.c.1!1lt - Fi:.h:i11g Bridge ("J/20) 
Bill Arm~_frnnr; (NPS.' h~.-.!·•~: of tv:i• ~;.>·i:.-::dic~ fa:. Fishing Bdd~:c 3rca --

one. wii! , l\·:u _v<.·~,rli·:r:~: ,·.-.nd 1.1; '. :, \\'.:.th one ,-:;~··i-!hir•. ~ .. .. . h V 

--~-- ·- ·· ----
,...; ........ ~ .- ·:. ·: ~-..·:.~ ~-~ :- .. : ~ .. .•.· . . . -~ ·.•' ... ~ .. 
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No rccunis th~t can be di~tinguishcd as the s.:1mc frmale grizzly. No rcpol'ts of c.:n-t~[:,'.'i 

f;ccn from Tho1-ofarc, Lake East, or Pelican. 

1976 

SIGJITINGS 

1.,1 

123 

146 

148 

140 

_,. 

Date 

6/23 

7/16 

'//18 

8/13 

8/14 

8/15 
~ 

Location · 

Lake area be.tween 

-· horse corral t: road 

· Fishing Bridge
Pelican 

¾ rn. N. of FB Jct. 

fB Sewage Ponds 

FB Camp.ground

Took 4 eggs, l lb. 
bacon, fruits & 

vegetables. (This 
one meal may have 

greatly reinfoyced 

the campground 
usage, since this 

is a lact2.ting female.) 

FB Traile., Village 

Observer 

Kirkley 
(NPS) 

Nuss 
(NPS) 

V:isitor 
ver: 
Mernin 
(NPS) 

Dark bro\vn 
female (200-
400 lbs.) u 
3 dk. L::ro\,:n 

cubs of ye~;;. 

What appea~s to 
-be s.c~n1r-:! fc:--;1 a lc! 

with 2 cubs of 

grizzlies sightc 

Knight Fcm.:!lc/3 cubs 

--- (NPS) 

~mas 76-1643 Fernale/3 cubs 

(NPS) _ _ 

~~i~~ 

Lesko 
(Rngr.) 

.. 

.• 

Femalc/3 ~ubs 

-·-· ·----·-- -- --- ·-----· -- . - ·· - - - ··· 



SJG!ITfr:GS - l<r/Ci, cont. 

119 

151 

DJ.tc 

8/15 

8/16 

Location 

FB Campcroun<l
in pickup, eating 
garbage. 

FB .Arca-
'frc.ilc2· V i1lcig c -

lPDamagc to tent.trailer 
Campground-

(:!) Confrontation 
@Injury (For d) 

Charged lights . 

8/16-17 Trap & transplant 
to Lynx Pk. 

Observer cm. ff 

Lake 
R.ingcr.s 

r/6-1701 

76~1813 
76-17 38 

Lake 76-1765 
Rangers 

Ear tag of female, 
t7155; old eartag 
gone, but evidence 
of prior taCTaing 

.,;_ "' "'. , • - . • 7' . T • 

157 

• ... ... o 

(hoi e in ear). 
Ear tags of cubs ,· /,1 · ,J-/-;-:;,,) 
ff7151, 7152, 7153 . t11 wr-J"'' 

. Female n;ay be 10-12 
· years old -- unlikely 
older . Age and above 

· ·· . .. records suggest ample 

. prior garbage experience 
over the years~ 

·.Lake 8/18-19 FB Campg1·ound
Trapped hc1·self 
during night and 
Transplanted to Lynx 
Pk. Female apparently 

. . _. __ . _: . ·reco~cred from drug · 
8/16, but disoriented, 
returned as quickly 
as possible to whc1·c 
cubs wc1·c p1·esumcd 
to be; hc-~d night of 
19-20 to vc1•jfy cubs 
not wilh hc1·, moved 

on 20th . 

Rano-ers , o 

76-1790 

.... -:. :·• ........ . 

Dc:scdptirm 

F cma1c/ cu!.,~, 
(number of 
cubs?) 

Fcmalc/3. cubs 

Femalc/3 cl:!bs 

· ........ · 

Female of family 

. ---· · -·--·--·- ···--- ~----- --·-- - ----····- --·- . 

:.-~~ff::' t\\ ::., : . /t\? :· ;: · .. •· /f 2 ·,:. ·-• . :-. /f I:·.·.·· · ·. ::/f-: , '.. • ::: ::ti,\r ,· <.'/ ·.;.,;.\'(-i ·7 :~;; 



S!GIJTJl,:GS - 19'/ (,, cont. 

170 

171 

182 

183 

JS4 

Dale 

8/30 

8/31 

Lo cat ion 

FB Campground

Injury (mino1·) 

FB Cmnpcrouncl

Trap & tran:;p1ant 

to /',ndcrson Pk. 

(Buffalo Platcm1), 

-charged drug team 

3 times. 

n .oss 
(R.ngy.) 

Rangers 

Fishing D1·idge Campground closed 9/1. 

9/4 

9/4-5 

9/5-6 

. Tower Campground- Visitor 

foraged for one hour 

on food of some sort, 

some property damage. 

Tower Cam.:RTound- Tower 

. M.idnigl:it-2 a:~i , } am; :i:Zangers 

continued to pi-owl for 

2 hrs; returned at 4 am 

to a concessioner garbage 

can (doi·m). No charging 

of lights, systematic forager. 

Campground patrolled by 

two units . 

Tower Campground- Vleidner 

patrolled by two units. (Rngr.) 

B~ar came in at 3: 30 am, 

got garbc1gc from the can 

closest to campsite !9 

(no garb2.gc pickup \'las 

. made) probably got 

garb.i.gc from 2 othci· c.1ns. 

Bears scc:.1cd to mov1.' off 

from p;d,·ol units. Bottom 

step t,:in1 off at Towel· 

store cvc;1 tliourh it l1:1d -. 
just !x:<"'n sc1·ubbr.rl (D. 

Patir,1·;:cm). 

CIR f! 

?6-·1923 

76-1975 

76-1979 
(page 1) 

76-1979 
(page 2) 

Description 

Fcmalc/3 cub:., 

Femalc/3 cubs 

I 2.. 

Black female/ 

3 cubs (verifi.cd 

grizzly ,!-.!cagbc1· 

. 9/5) 

Female/3 cubs 

Female/3 cubs 
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SlGJ JTfr:C S - 1976, con t. 

\ ~ ._. 

n 1 Jl J.,p .. :, 

186 

190. 

214 

212 

204 

a • •• 213 

204 

232 

239 

0/(, •.. 
I - { 

9/8--9 

9/17 

9/18 

9/19-20 

·.• ~. 

9/21 

9/22 

9i27 

9/30 

Lo::: :1t ion 

Buffalo Picnic .:irea- "Weidner 

seen ,:pprox.10: 30 pm, (NI'S) 

post micln i e,ht patrol' 

did not sec her . 

. 
Tow..:1· P ar)~ing /'\.rea ]',for}d e y 

seen ap;n·ox. 1 am. (L~ke 
Hospital) 

Lake Store Stanley 
(Ham . 

-Store) 

Pelican Valley- Visitor 

by registration 

sign . 

Brirloc Bav- Visitor .... ~ 

g~t fo~c1 £T·cn1 i c,,,x. 
chest; 
Trapped Lake 

Rangers 

Pelican Valley- Nuss 

2 m. beyond 
registration sign, 
... :, pm. 

Lake- Lake 

Female-destroyed Rangers 

Pelican Cr. Trailhead Nuss 
(NPS) 

Pelican Cr . Trailhead Graham 
(NPS) 

crn. H Dc:;cri p tin:1 · 

Fcmalc/3 cub ~ 

Fcmalc/3 cubs 

- Grizzly 200-
400 lbs. 

3 cubs 

Unknown 

76-2224 Female #7155 

. .. -- 3 cubs 

(76_-2224) Female #7155 

3 cubs 

3 cubs 

. ·-·- ·--··- - .. --- ··--- -- . - ---- ---· . --· -· -- --- . ·--- -- ------ -------· --- - · . ··--- "' ·--- -- -- ... . - .. 
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N,\·1 l(i~: .\L 

l 4. HECEIVt.:O llY 

Lo:'las 
-----·-·--------------------
17. INV C~T l(~ I\TU) GV 

2 

503 }3crnard Sto,Los Angeles . 213-·223-6(;0S 

Cat- 90012 

., .., 

26. O C:l AILS o:= :r·;CIDENT 

At approxir,ately C055 hours, Ranr,er Lo:.:2. s i·i.J.S s topped by a czr.iper at the Errt,:..·unc~ 

to Fis~ing .0r~.dge Canp;rm.:.n::'. o ·L'he car:1per told }~a:lger I..or.12.s that he thoug::1t there 1-:2.s a 

H.angcr Lo:r..c-,s ~-1as 2.D!Jroac:ili"1s s:LT.c .L-Li4, 2 gr:'..zzly bear ran 1·r ::,rn the m-ea cr~>ssin j; 'J:1e 

road appr.):.:\ n2.tely ~O fss t in i'ronu of i1is vehi.cle ar.d conti r.-:c d ru:rmir:.g off in';;::, t!,0 

1modso 
Tlie occupant o.f ~i te I-.l1l.i 1-:as m-:al~ened 

have to cJ.ea:1 up his sit,e Luned:<1tely and i1as 

food anri CO;)!~in~ utensiJ.s in his 'ffhicle. 

by Rang!S,r 110,1:i.s and inforrr.ed. tha:. he ~·:01..;}.6 

also instructed to pl~ce his coolsr ar.d al 

'fhc con.-~ents of t~e co_g.J-cr had been eaten a"1.cl. 

equiI)r:1<:;nt at tlie sit:::o Iter.s e"'tcn 1-:ere as follo~·iS! 

baef, and r:1is:::ell2.nsous :rui ts a!,d ·:eeetafales. 

t here was no dc:mage done to ar.y 

4 eggs, 1 Lb. bacon, 11~. grou~d 

Fm.-tr:cr investic;citi on rwv•'.:'=sled that there were foot-::-:ri r.ts or cubs .. 

car.1pe r stated that hr; saw three cubs in .the site cefor-3 Lomas I s arrivalo 
A neighb0rir-0 • 

29 ... ?~ . 
31. 

QUJ\NTITY PROPC:f<TY STOLEN Oil C l\t,1,\ CE D ESTIMATED VALUE 

I I 

I I 

I 
I 
I 

I 

I I 

I I 

RECOVEHr.p 

32. DATE 33. VALU E 
I 
I ,. I I I I 

I 
I I 

------ ---------------------1---'---'- -4 __ ,...._,_.___1_r-------~--'---'---➔--..L.-
--I I 

I 
I I I I 

' ' I I 

ti 



t.t E-,uo::.-;; O~)-✓=) 0:1 [:_./1.6/7_6 "' br].-.:.r c;,used d.r.;,w.z~ to a tent tr~d.l<.!r in cite B~J.;, ~.:: ~1::; 

Ficl,i11~--~ Eiclgc l~t:,~_1,.(.~;.._tion 1✓ 0JD.cl('! l'v1.~1;:o 2'h~ bc:::-u ... , D.}1:f).:~t"t~Yl.°!;j:., 1.ool:i?lG i'C'::."' foe"-~-, · _:;..,...:i~~-~.c;( 

t:1.:.· ~it=::~-:: :""'~::;::.~ ;:c:-_,·!.;~:;:~ ~? t;1~ --t::~t t:'~-.. :..:L(,r c:-.';_Cj_j~z;_:J .. 1-,i? :.J.~~1-:: :?. f~::t le:~~ i.:! ~:.:.(.; -=:.-.·:: · 

~....r:C. (!~·.-:::.:: £~·; .;_;('. ;; ;; ~:. ~-L::,c::;;:~:: ~: ~~~· t>-"..: rtoc::.·: 11t~ ~cc",).}:::?~1i.:=:: cf --.-.h ~ t-~:..J . .::1• { ..lic:t:,<:1cc~ ::.t~. "/ ;.: ) 

l·fom1 "-~1~t-cl if they h:.td h~.-u-d. ' th.; li'e~ w.::.rr.in;;:s 
1,i .. • V 

Antoloz.:i::\· c2.id. th~·" i:~,.d r~ot s.inc:e all we::r·.! out 
V J ~ . 

22C). i:i~. ,::.:1.t,:'llc-cl,;y d'i.di to\..-e\~er, s.~y t .:..t h:: 

uron c:ip.ry to th: }),'Xi( :uHl l.!~.c; 1?-ttter th.:.i.t to 
tr:i.lc·..:·<- ~-o.c --

b-...... cadc;'_st e::.rlicr· ;.n ih~ ~,,~ning ;:;:.~. 
Zish.iliJ .md. ,.,id r~c;t r~ ·;;;u:cn u..:rt.iJ. t :.;.)c,;;,,t 

had recci v~d b•~:x w:.1..:.:'r.i:.:,s li t<:r"':ti.1..:.~::: 
lcil.Vl! food scr .. ~p:-; lyir1.,,3 in ,..n<.l m~otmd. - l . .., ,,_ 

-29. I;;:). 
o.vr,NT,-,-v 

31. - . I 1:r:..::ovr.:,~::o ----1·---------~------·---------------· 
rn:)r>CRl"Y STOL.F.r~ or.. DA'.", .C..<:",C:'.:' ESTIIN.Tt:f) VALIH: -----------··· --··------ ·---

,. 

1 .;>. . !J .-'\ r;: . ~-~. ,.,, .. ~ ~.u::.: 

---- 1• ·· •,.··- ·· lz. ;,, -r--,---·------~-jl--------:.--,----,1".W 

. J. _l'.~!1 ~j.'r.- ));£!,'.___ _ _ _______ · ·- . - ........ i _ t L 
----- -··- .. ·-· ~~-__ i=-~~"-- ------ j-·- --- I ___ L •a, 

---·------~--- ------·--- ___ !__J· -- ·~----L-.l-- ________ __j_ __ _: ___ .J. __ ~ __ :_ _ _J_ v 
i 

.. I I 
·-· --·------------ ___ _J _____ t_ ____ , ___ J __ _;__,_ ------ __ J ____ j ____ , ____ [.__J_ 

· - ·· - - ---· - I I 

-'---l-~-- L- -------- ____ 1 • .J __ j_ - .1.. .. ... '·- ' 

· ·· ·· · I. . oo .. · · ·rn,-~~~I ·- ·· -· - · : · 
-=--=-_J -.:..--:.:- 1• _.· _. ,_. .•. --:oJ ~':..: __ :_~:.•r ·-- · - s·c-:.··'.: "·"'· '· :_, :.L---=--~-

--)4. t•i'c.>£"'~·: •~ \ '." c~·J1 ,~·· ____ 

1 
. _ . . . . .:i~-. 

···- ·.: · -c .. ,1.c. , ,u,, v1\LU,· j TOl J\L 

,._ __ - · .. .. -- ... • .. - - =- =-··-·-::.· ~-.:.· · · ••. ···· ·- --· --·-·. ····.--.··· . .. I._. 
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At at~out 2220 o--:i(e/15/76 I-~elYin 1-fa.nna n.n-:.l his 1;ifc 1-:e1"e 1-:2-1·:e:~cd in their t.en:t, 

F'ishirig IlricJr,3 C2IP.pr,round.) by noised out.side o !·Ir~ P..anna un.zi1----:pecl foe tent a:d 
(site G•-2. 

S3.\·l 2. la.r; . 

.J.. ~-- -
.J.. ~ . ...--.J • ~~~??~~ :. ~~ tc:~:-~ ~.::::!~ ·-:.••.• 

l..i'tcr a con}:'lc rd.r.ut~s t~c bc2.:' hc:.d a.:parentl:; r:o7cd off and :-:r. Har.na decided to nc:;.kc 

run for hi1,; c2!' o As be did so he hc~cl t~c beer right be~ind him. '.·Ire :fa:1!:a yelled 

and the bzE.Y ,~r:pa:!:'e!1tly vscrod off ir.to the trees o People in th.3 adjacenJ.:, s:cjr.t i:.':)?..rd. 

. ccr.J;.otion "'r:d OJ:·3ned the door to. th0ir pick up cw-,1p8r. l!ro Hanna ran inside to safet:,• 

Hrs Han:--ia folJ.o·.-wd. ui thuu t inciuent. 

The Hannas' zt.ated foeir 1-r<1s TIQ i'o~d in their tea!:.. Ifo or.e 1-..-as injured in the incident 

ar..d thGir ~~c!.S no pror,e::-ty d~r.:agc o ~Che HarJ1..as 1 loft the . c~r.-:peround in their car ar,d rc-'!t.' 

cd next i'!O:'J"!:°:.n;; f0!' tr1cir tent and· sleepin[; tacs ~ 

The lfo.r:n;::s I could not i<l,~ntffy th-3 SD8Cies of bcai·o 

t\·10 cub~ with the bcaro 
lJeir;hbors car.:pine near by had seen 

::?9. 
QLIANTl1Y 

I;;,)_ 31. 
PROF'C~TY ~TOLEN Oil OAr,:;;cco E5Tl~.1ATEO VALUE 

RECOVFRF.D 
·-
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l!>. V:t -H N HE:.C t: IV E D : 
DATE 

B/29/ ?6 

Ranr:cr=:; 

21. 
23. PHONE 

1 

2 

3 

2&.0ET/',lLS OF INCIDENT 

According to I-fro John S. Car~ he and his tra•,rclint:; ccnpanion were slee ping 

in sleepinG b~~s on t:.e ground ir.. Site G-29 at Fishing 3ridge Ca:npr.rot:.nd. ;•Ir. Carr:ey 

stated he ~-ias a light slee:")C:?:" a-::d ,-12.s slce~ir..~ on .his s~de. He d i dn 1 t kr:o·,,1 ~-r:iac:, t:;..;r'. '= i:t 

ing at his feet.. Ee :ra:Lsed 1.rp to see what it 1-:as when somethinr, hit hirn .?~"'1d he wo.s U:) 

: in the air- slee?in~ ba~ ar.d clilo b.nd th•2n he ca:--;1e back dc·,·m ~•n n.:s feeto- He stateci t}::: 

i _. he ·Has swiTiging his el":)::us b2.ck and :fo:-th fishting the bear, and then the bear took ofi" 

r·un:11.1:,:;. Follo1:;ing clo3-:? cehind u e:-e 't'.·IO S!7.a.ll cubs. Hr. Carney looked ov er· to the 

table ~.nd s2.~-. another s-:e.11 "b ro ar 1-T:'.. th :. ts feet on the grour-d 2.nd with its p2.~,;s on the 

table. Shortly aftcr~'this be~:fr folla. ied the others. rrr. Carney stated he then ran o':e: 

to his .friend 1-;ho ~-:as still asleep h.:.-id tried to awa:rnn m.m. Being unacle to d:> so he 
. 

. l 

grabbed his sleeping b3 g ar:d .ran into the restroon. ;:ih::irtly af-te:, the .:=t.an~8rs a:rrived. 

Hr, Cz_rne'L ·was taken to· tl:e Lake 1:-I::spital via the La~e ;,mbulanc~. A.11 of 

his -~njur:. ; s ~-rere -s.:,'-0"--l:-~ supcrtic:i.al. E8 sustained minor scratches a:id laceraticns on · 

his back, bi.1~t:Jcks, on tie left side under i.1 : s arm e.nd on the :.op of his head. It. is 

b-~,lieved the n;rlo:i sls 8pin~ bag protected him fr::m :-r-.ore serious injury. :-ir. Carney -..1~s 

released fron -..h ':- L-:;(•~ ~ios-:)i t.il o;i t:ie .:::>rn:i.n,:. of El/29/76~ ·· 

The follo,·iin" nuc3ti.)r.s were? asked of Hr. Carney on OJ/Jl/76 at 1030 hrs. !r 

Ranr;er Gu.if.i·ord ~t 0.mti~ ...::ntr2.nc -::: J • 

C..~u.c.stion: •r:-inai:, ra~e di.cl you eni:,cr?tt 

J\nsuer ! II ::est tntra::ce11 • 

29. 30. 31. RECOVERED 

QUANTITY PROPC::HTY STOLEN on OA /\1AGED ESTIMATED VALUE 
3~. DA"T E I JJ . VALU ~ 
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I 2, 5 
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5?L5 28th Ave~ N.E. 
Seatll8, ~ash. 9aOJ9 

:::======-··---. ..:.:.::·_::-:::::::.::::·.-:.:.c_=· .. __ _ · ------ -- ·=-=--=-=-=-======~====-=--==-.: ... :.=-=·=-::..:·=:--::::::::..-::::-=.:-::::-=-===============· 

nESU!..TS o r li•Ni'5TIG,\TION 

Question: , 11Did ;'.,':)u get bear li tera.t.ure at the Entrance Station"?n 

Answer: HYcn ~ 11 

Question:. 11Did you hear be2.r ~:a rr.inr,s r;iven by the rangers 0·1cr the 

P~f,c .syste:n t:-1e Pi gr,t of the .:?.tta ck? 11 

.Answer: 11Arri ved about 220) hY-s. at ca:,,.ps:i;te, went to bed right a·,:a.y-

did not hear anyone give rear i-m:cnings . 11 

These ouestions were given to Gifford- South Entranc e· •- a s requested 

by Eog~r-.Rudolph. 

!·b. C2.~!:.'=~' ~t?.7.f:'11. +.o Ranger Ross that he ,,as aware of t:ie possibility of 

·bsear.s Cirl:!. :,hat D~ec3.u"::i0!1.S !12.i .. 1 'Je~:-l t .. a~~~n: sc ~~ nQt tc, r:~~10 c:!n~.r ~ooct Oilt. or 

ar~und the sl?.e;,in~ bar.:s O!"' ir1 the car:p!:ii·Leo .A stc1.te:i:8nt -;-:2..:; gi .... --2n ~.,-c~::~-~~r ta 

Ran~er i-..oss at 050:J n:-s., in the L=i~e dospital oc1 ,3/29/76. This stat,e:aer.t ;.,as 

·recorded by :~ar.ser :~oss and read· b2..ck ta ?·Ir. Carney. 

Subse·qucnt actio!1 ~-:-as ta'.:en. Careful patrol was r.aintained .for the du::::-ati~n 

of thP. :-:irr:1t in the e·rnnt the bea!"s would return~ On th8 follu.;ing night. ~.f 

0~/?.:1/7.:.. • · 1.-..p 1-.o-r -,- . ..; C"-,._c:, , .. ,.., ..... 0 'T r:,n,.., ,, ; i 1-· '70d ~n,.: reloc-t, 0 -d t.o ::. r 0 _ _ --i,. ·"7.i" :C.,'1"'e::. T.o"'-•. : -=: 

. ·J .,,,,,,,v1 . . ...:, ln• - · L. -.... d c.- : .,4 . uv .... ......... .._ .... - •·~ - --· u~J c.J. u u - - - v __ ... _ _ _ ,.1 ~ ...., 

G t1 T •. _.,.,,, ,-:, ~, -,:,::-,; ,,.., t · n o·1/•0/7 ( _., .d -ill o-' l,l. c:1,,; " i..;-;c.·c:o C ~-rouna· s 7 d 

,.,,.J.. ,4.._.._ .._._ . .1 .... _ ..... .,_ .. :L .. 1.,, , . ..., .n c...- _ - -.1.--n!, ..,_ -- ::.."' a~_~t> . .L ~!a c __ o.se· on 

00/31/76. 
- , - · 

~

. . O~sPrva~'-o-:i sho·,1~d _t:,i~ bea1:' and. cu?s to be the same inv~lved j !1 a previous 

bear r:i!!.Ul1.n::~ !:a::~ers "'..lG.::il"8.1, ,\'1G.ersen, :'Iuss, ~or-12.s a~d noss were at the see De 

· within r:ii:::.:.t~s .!\:,ll:)~·:i~.;; this incident ar.d spent tile re:,;"!inder of the night se.:i.::c:::..::g 

for th~ bAars~ · 
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c:o:,11·LtdN/\i--:rs NN,1E I coMrL1,1NANrs Aooi;l:os · 

S71i5 2G~h A,•c., lr,E. · 

~,-ohn S~ C::,rn0v Scat t.J~ , ':! ash~ 9.3009 
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I was a~neeu in slecpin~ b:i.g in site G-·29o Lie;ht s~.ecper on side - heard so~'~

thing on Ply feet - n';xt t..'.'ling I kr.e".•J I 1-:as f2. ght-iq;o I was .1.p in :.he air - st.nndin.c 

. up- felt lj_k~ somtib:ri..nE; ,-:as so11eczir,r; - just threw n~ . ar01.1!1J- then it ran off - lookec · 

Over ~,no' S::>'•' -,roth 0 ~ b"'ar "n + \-.o t~b) 0 -- f:,n+ >•pr·, (',Y) tho ~,. ,..""1Q' -,rd ; ts n~·•s ··e-r>o "'l 
~- •. .......,'f C"\ ~i. l.., ..._ J. t:; ....,l U.l! ·.... ::::, _ .._, t,.,c:;:: V \ ' t _,_ l! ..._,1..,_ ,L.._. 5 .... v._ .. ., C.- .; ..,._ ~ ~ C..f'. 'l'I _ ,_. ""'.'°' 

the t2.ole. ~-:~1ile t:1 at b"?ar u2.s thc:::-e ti:~ big be2.r 2.r.d t;-;o cubs '.•rere :r..1:1!1.ing c.1.-ray o 

Then the ~ther be:1.r to;:.k off- I ju.r.rp2d on TLn -· he did n:it '.·lake S'.J I ran inr,o t.he · 

bathroa;:-i and. held the doo:· shuto 1 have never see n a grizzly bear bef Jre - they looker: · 

ver.1 dark. 

STATE.':-SN'l' GI'l" .. ➔]I TO ?.ANGSR t.iE:SI..L Ro ROSS 

.• 



,,,.., . . .. , - , . • , • , r . .. _ f · 1··. . .. r · . . . c . .. I , t . i I. 

( · ' • ~ ' . • : : . ~ \ ~ • • ' • • • : • • ~ ) •• - • • -
1
• • l l .•• 

- ---·· --------- - ---== 
20. ll!::Tr•.I :.. ~ ur- I NC l[) EM T 

l~r. Hcdmon l'CDo:c-tcd thnt t'i·:o or r.iorc bears hnrl <:!nl.:,C!rc,-d -t.h~ To~·: cr cc.11;1:.,gre>~!r.::!. · 

bct~:cc,n 01:0-J - C2:Cn on. 9/1/7,~. He statsd tho.t. t:12 bc~:..rs i:listur-bc.d c~-; je(:ts 

011 t.T!C- p:Lc!1ic t,::1:i"Le at ,. _site 19, ru.1d t.hat campers ~-,e1~e s }1i.Y1ig lif;h-t.!:i nr.!''l hc-~~l~in.:; 

·t.11~ r~0::.~-~3 0.f ~-hG~.~- ~rcb~c1,")~.!" 

?-fr,. !-: (:1-!~!1c.,11 ~!~s cz--:...':!pecl in cite 19 ::t the tir.-!c c•f ·~,l"!c ;'rlcid cnt: · a pJ_n:;tic c6:L~--~~:)!;.:.::

watcr j"u~ ~re::~ d2::::'.[.1?.d by i:,he b:,;[{l' and a box. of pots encl p~"'u,S ~-:ns knocl:e:d ol'i' tr.8 

picn:.c t.£:.1:;lc w.1:l Dcatt-~rcd [i.GC:.1~ .. 

1-ir. Sch8id.lc.r \-;as the only individual conto.ctecl that co~ld describe~ -t!1e G.nim~l:;, 

-he filed a benr report c",t. the 'l'o;ier fomger Station aD Follo:-:s: 

So-.'{ 200 - l;,OOlbs n.11 .3 black in colcr 

Hr. Scheidler Dlso stated th::t. ca;npslte 12 h[:.d been the focus of most cf the bears 

attentio:1. 'i~1~ "'i.!!d.i-\·idu:)]_~ S-1·0:a sit3 12 h:1d left, the c::unp~}'Oillld. by Un.time. I 

erd.vcd. to i:1·:i::st:l.c:-~te ttc i!1cid.:mt. 

2:1. 7 30, 31. RECOVERED 

QU/\N~-,~J _ _ ~nPr:rn·t STOU:rJ Ort 1)/\r.;/\GEO • !::STtr,;,,:-~~ALUE ~::-:-o.i:~~-_]~-:.-:,,~\-t-.'.>-,-_: _______ _ 

1 j·.J1 M•'"'"' , •. . ,,.T c--~f--,-i--r.1· · · , 13 ,_0·, • , : 
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---- ----- ·------·---- ·-·~·-··- . . 

-; / .. 
'/ •' / I '.-' ,-,.. I

. /•.I , •I:' 

.. ... _ .. _,,,. .. 

,,· . ., . -----. . 
• . :' ,• ✓~ . • 

. ' .. . · ·. ) 
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i1 .• t :.:t·,~ ----- ()~ .. -::,].t'..: l';} j .r . l 10\·." Cl' Ct~~;1::_;r·~ ~~ dc- S~.f:,-:'li ~5.c~r1t. ~1 :~~,:v5.n,; ~.~! -':•. l' •:: 

l>j~ ::; t•~:·.c:; r:.t ~:e:i.::: of .::c~r:~·~1t0!1 e:,::;._·. l.)~pcc \.10!'li : r 03: 30 !1~1ur:; to ():-,: c.~J. 

~;,/ .~,//~· -~::, ~.-1 t;.11d. ·c; ·_ -(·c--:· cub0 2 .,~:~-~l e~~ $Ov.1:}i of: J:;14f:tc::~J .o ~-l.(;:;ic ;1.r•2 ::t 0.n 

ct,&~ 1·v,.,;cl . 
th 0 r;:v ::, (:: • 

. ,,. ·" 
~·~✓ - / ·. - ··/ ... 

,· . ... . -. "'.' 

roc:..d in . . p. __ :rl:.:-<:C.o\·/ n.c., c-1·-e:c::fic , .. c ~;i,.: ~. 

OYl thcru , t~~e~' a.voill0d j_ ~ 1)y h).clj_::.:j 
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U. S . Ucpart i;1c nt of th e Interior 

Nati ona l P.:i.rk Service 
Ycllo\\·stonc :~:itional. r ark 

f:\-' 1if ll'TIO:--; Or- iX,\l~ :,1\;"<' -\(T~ir:~;T 

ll\ YELLG\\S rG :<L ~HTIO:-.::\L P.\i'.K, El7G 

~lary ~l8~?g!1c!· 

Rcse arc.h ~iologist 
February 1-1, i977 

The report f\H 107 5 (Cole , i97 (>) evalua tes the i:·1 ~t.i~ J program to re:store 

na tural conditions for grizz.ty and black bear populations in Ycli.0i-1sto 11 e 

National Park by intensive efforts to r educe sources of h un;;:m feed . 

Concurrently, injuries to humans decreased a11d bear populations have 

been maihtaincd er re~stablished nt natural leve ls. 

Bear r.1anagemcnt hz,s noH ei1tcrcd the maintenance ph;i.se - - \dth effort directed 

tm,ard ensuring that past problems d-:· ;.ot :.·cc1.ir. This ::iaintsnancc program 

\\°i ll en.tail continuing efic)rts to dc.:ny sources of hu::1.-:n foods to bears, 

coupled with education &~d l~w enforcement. The opcTation~l key tc t ~c 

succe ss of the prog~@a ccntinuas to be the daily bear mo11itoring system. 

Additionally, the fun<la1::ental qucsticn of hm-: bears a:1d people can co-

exist over time in Ycl lc•.-rston~ suggests s0:11'J i :1:0.r'.:n.1.:ionrtl :!".2 8ci.s . E'•:1:::-:ic 

biological and ecolog i cal data can be dra~11 from re5earch studies presently 

underway (Intc ragency Study Teai;;). A cor:.tract stuc:,· ::o r ,.versi'.'C ~g?n t 

res earch, which should be keyed to bear behavio r studies, i s presently 

being arranged.· Efforts are ~lso being directed to defining backcountry 

management information n eed s as an integral part of bear management. One 

raaster's thesis (Chester, 1976) is a first step in look ing at thi s p robl em. 

This report will deal only with the evalu2.tio:1. of bea1· m1nag~ment and the 

monitoring system for the 1976 season. Table 1-5 and Fi gure s 1 and 2 

surruna rize bear management activities. Compa ri:-ons 1,:ith pas t years are 

included. 

Management activity increased somewhat for both bear species O'fe r 1975. 

Early in the season some lag in management effort contributed to contro l 

actions for black bears. Ho1~ever, the overall stc1 tistics , p.:irticularly 

for grizzlies, may more nearly reflect a normal or average yea r for ~ear 

acitivity. The very lo~ st~tistics fo~ 1975 we:e app8=ently greatl y influ

enced by different h,,bi t a t use patterns sten,;;,i, ,,:_ from a1, exceptionally 

l ate spring- ·-:r'a:ther -~ being the procuct sol e l :: 0-f :naEag~nc-:rit e ffort. 

Knight (197 5, pers. comm.) concurs. 1-.·e cannot r:::alistic.11 l y expect to 

consistently achi eve tr.~ 1975 degree of "non- ;--:1:1 ].em". On the oc i1cr hand, 

management effo rt c a n !{old problems to as loH ~ level as o~r knowledge 

and factors beyond our control 1vill permit . 

1 Two-third s (10) of the grizzly boar cont r o l ac ~~o~s ~nd 60 % o f th e d eve l-

opment observations can be attrib11ted to one f ~J~ l~ (~7 155) with three 

j 

cub s . This female had been transpl ant~cl er.cc :.-! 197•1. She was tr:rns

planted twice with her cubs this year. She c ::i. :.· =.c d one major a,1d 0nc minor 

persona l inj u-:.·y and i-.·;1s tno1m t o be aggr(>ssi ve:. ~;he was c! cs troycd 

September 2~. · Her detai ~ J record i s contained i n th e 197 G oear ra.J.nage 

me nt files. lier three cub s stayeJ in :ind near Pel ican Valley, appar.entl.y 
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The report for 19 75 lColc, i!l7i'1) eval uates the i.:-1;. t.i.~J prog ram to l'L;:,tore 

natural conditions for grizz.Ly and black bear pop ul ations in Ye li 01•1 sto11c 

Na tional Park by i.ntensi vc efforts to r ed uce sources of hu:i;::m focci . 

Concurrently, injuries to hun:::.:is c!ecrcased anci bear populations have 

been rnai ~ta i ne<l er r eestab li s hed at nat ural l eve l s. 

Bear raanagemcnt h~s now entered the maintcnancs phase --w itl1 effort directed 

toward ensuring that past prob l cms d-:· :;.ot :.·ccu;:-. Th is ::1aint -2 nancc program 

,1·i ll en.tail contiEuing c.ffc)rts to du1::,- sourc:es of hu::1;1.~ fo ods t o bears, 

coupled ~ith education n~d l a~ enforcement . The opc~ation~l key t o t~c 

success of the pro g:-a;a ccntinu0s to be the daiJy t ca1· n1on itoring system. 

Additiona lly, the fund a11:ental qucsticn of hO'.·: bears a: 1d people cun co 

exist over time in Yellc1.-rston2 suggest'.; sc;;ic i :1f0n:~,1: ional :'. t•i;cis . B:1::::ic 

biological and ecologica l data c an be draw11 fro@ r esearch studies present ly 

underway (Interagcncy St1.1dy Tca.!:1). A co,:tract .stuc:,- :for ;:\'crsivc ~,g?nt 

research, which shoul d b e keyed to bear behavio.r: ~;t L.Jie.:; , is pr-esently 

being arranged. · Effort s arc also being direct ed to defini ng bac~country 

management informa tion n eeds as an integra l part of bear rnanage;nent. One 

master's thesis (Chester, 1976) is a first step in looking at this problem. 

This report will deal only with the evalu2.tiori. of bear management c!nd the 

monitoring system for the 1976 season. Table 1-5 and Figures l and 2 

summarize bear managemen t activities. Compari ~.ons h' i th pas t year s are 

included . 

Management activity increased sornc1, iiat for hotb bear species O•1eT 1975. 

Early in the season some lag in mana gement eff ort contribute<l to control 

actions for black b ears. ilo1vever, the ovE:ra l l statistics , pJ.rt icularly 

for grizzlies, may more nearly refl e ct a normal or average year fo:c !Jear 

acitivity . The very low statistics fo~ 1975 wc~e app~rently great l y in flu

enced by different h:!bi t a t use patterns s ten,r.1iiif from a1~ exceptionally 

late spring rathe:r-~ bel'n'i~-thc-procuct sol-::· l:: C't :na:1.ag)IIC'!lt effort. 

Knight (1975, pers. comm'.) concurs. We c annot r calistic.1ily expect to 

consistently achi eve tl:~ 1975 degree of "non- ?-:-·::ihlem11
• On the ohcr hanci , 

management effort can hold problc:1~s to as low :: level .J.s o:.rr kncwl edge 

and factors b eyond our control will permit. 

Two-thirds (10) of the grizzly bear contro l ac~~o~s ~nd 60% of th e devel

opment observation s can be attribt1ted to cne f~Jal~ ( t 71 SS) with three 

cubs . This female had been transplanted c1~cc ~ ~ 197~. She was trans

planted tl-, ic e with her cubs thi.s year. She c ::. :.: ; cJ one majo r and 0nc minor 

personal injury and 1,:::.s kno1m to be aggressive. She was destroyed 

September 2::2. · Her de ta i leJ rccorJ is ~ont aincd in th <:, 197G be ar r.1anagc

ment fil es: Iler three cubs stayed in :ind near Pel i can Valley, api1 arent ly 
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dennin g ~h<,rtly aCtcr ~~ov c111b c:r S. J\lJ ot her [:rizzly tr:1n s pLtnt s (5) ~ere successful. 

T:1blcs 
\d. lcl. 
of the 

G ai1rJ 7 compare daily bear ~; ightings in developed :1rc j s anJ in the All sightings were up over last ycar--also bcJieved to be a function lwbi t::it <li. f fcrenccs mentioned previou~: ly. 

The b e ar rnonitorinf! infe!'matien suggest s sevcraJ other thin gs . Hayden Val Icy no 10111:;cr ;1ppears to s upport a high dcn5j ty of gri z: ly b ea rs compa1=ablc to Pelican Valley. In spite of increa se d gri;:zly sightings park-wide ove r 1975, sightings for llayc!cn Val lcy proper 11cre clo\\·n-.(_four rcnorts onl v) ;:ougl:ly a third of last yc~n' s. Th e level of open valley bear use there in th e past \·1 ot1ld seem to h.?ive been a function of the lon g-ten;1 prcs c1,cc of the Trout Creek clump.. Only no1v, five seasons post-clos ure, ;;.nd perhaps influence d by. a sea s on (1975) of rclati ve ly Ii ttlc bear use of open areas throur.hout th e p ark , may be :ir numbers for that ::irea b o natural. Knight (pc:rs. comm .) concurs. This docs not mean tint th e re will not ah·ays b e b e ars of both species uti li zing n;e vall ey ~mcl/or adj<1cent areas at times--a cc,mmcnt that applies throughout the park. 

By contrast, Pelican Valley continues to be a n1:1jor area of grizzly habitat. Knight (pers. comm.) can account for four separate family units using the valley and adjacent are a s this summer (three females with cub s of the yea r: one with three cubs, one with two cubs, one with one cl!l>; and one fem:ile \d.th one yearling). DocUi;:cntation o f ci. basic conrl:i.c t s ternlili ng f:i.·om a deve lopment intruding on this natural unit of hi gh biological importance wi 11 be the subject of a separate report which will include but not be limited to bear problems. · 

The monitorin g system a l so gives some indicatio n of visitor opportunities to sec bears fron, park roads which arc behavin t naturally. Of 453 grizzly bear "in the wild" observations,~ or 8°0 were seen from roads. f-or blacks, 6 7 / 441 or 1 S~o \,·e re observed from roads carrying on natural acti vi tics with no signs of begging behavior. 

· hnally, the monitoring system suggests where additional effort- - a combina- ? tion of information and law enforcement--may b e us eful. Ice ches ~s arc th e ) mest common c:impg rouncl attractant, in spite o f · . .;,irnii:gs. Stricter enforcement may help. The token roaJ side bla.ck bca"· :·.:.: :kly escal:.1.tcs to a problem. Hazard warnings should be blunt. 

Rc~li~~tic.a.lly, howeve;r, th e re are soil,c indivi .: .. ·,.·ho ·.•:ill igno:rc al l effo rt s to prcn,nt be:u inciden t s . Th e circt.: . :( .~ s l -~".jj_;1 g to the rr.aj or personal injury causeJ by grizz ly female #7 15 :) ·: · ii Stratc this clca:dy. The inJividua l ignored wore ucsts to propcrl¥ :~re an ice chest, hid the ch est, and then tried to drive the bcar's c: ·· ~; a1,:1y from it. Another p e r s on was de liberate ly baiting bears ir:to the :.~el opmcnt for ob serva tion. These kind s of ·a c tions 1·1i 11 cause some bear pre';'. ::1:1s ~~ long as both bears and p eople use the park. · 

2 
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ln s tt i1:in:1ry , the present li c~ir 1:h)ni. torin '.; srs t cm i::; p rcv iding :1:1 efficient 

to o l i'or ant:icip:1ting, :1naly:.:ing, and to some dc-1:rc ,,, p rcvc...: 11!.:in ;_: lic:1r 

prohl ci!!S , It is clear th :-1t the present J ev~:l o[ c· Cl"o r t , bo th 1;1011itorjn i_', 

and management re s ponse , must continue to be as .int: c1:~·a l a part of park 

operations as arc ro:1cl patTol anc1 interprcti vc scn:iccs. 
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Talnc 1. --NunJ> c rs o f .injllrics to hum:lJls from grizzly hears hy periods and 
yea r , Yel 10\vst on c l'\:itional Park, 1930 - 1976. a 

-·----·-· ---No . r,ri z,: ly -c ;1us c tl in ·j urics pe r vcar No. of visitors 
Years Developed area 13ackcountry per injury 
l.930 ' s 0.6 (0-3) 

0 
800,000 19·10 's 1. 2 (0 - 7) 0 600,000 1950's 0.6 (0-2) 0 2,700,000 1%0' s 3 . 6 (l -8 ) 0.3 (0-2) 500,000 1970 2 

1 700,000 1971 0 
0 

0 1972 l . 1 
· 1,000,000 1973 0 

0 
0 1974 0 

0 
0 1975 0 

2 1,000,000 1976 2 
2 

600 , 000 

a 
Data 1930-1975 from Cole, 1976 . 
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TabJ c 2. - - l{c cor,J:·, of grj_ ::: ;'. l:,· bc ;: :c ( 

Ye 11 o·,\·s tone Nation;:il l'a:d~, 1%8-1!)' 

----·- - ·-------- - - ·-·-· 
1968 1%9 1970 

Old l'a:ithful l. 0 27 

Canyon M l(, (' ., 
Lake Outlet 16 2S 11 

gridr:c f;ay 8 9 0 
Grant Vi llat:c ')" -I.I s IS 
Eleven other 

units 0 2 13 

Total 
control 
actions 59 57 70 

No. different 
Lect1·s 

,., 
? so 

Pct.successful 
transplants 33 60 

No. bears Sc 10 12 
destroyed (3) · (5) (6) 

No. bears to 
zoos 0 0 8 

a Data 1930-1976 from Cole, 1976 . 

b . 
of times bear \•ras Numbers a C~tl° 

C 

or destroyed. 

Yearly totals with number that 
personnel , cainc out of <lrut~ c1 .. r 
i n traps, or fai l ed to recover ; 

:: l 'O 1 actions :i.11 dcvc lopcJ arc:-is, 
., 

Contro l acUons b 

. J7] 1972 1973 197 11 1975 1976 

1 0 0 1 0 3 

11 10 3 6 o · b 
20 13 4 s 0 10 

1 3 3 2 0 l 

s 0 0 0 0 0 

1 0 0 0 0 1 

39 26 10 14 0 15 

33 21 7 11 0 9 

so 74 70 77 0 57 

6 6 0 2 0 1 
(2) ( 4) .(1 ) 

0 1 0 0 0 0 

for transplanting , shipped to a zoo, 

_,,'d ntentionaJ becaus e bears charged 
iuring handling , inj urcc.l thcrr.scl vcs 

·jrugs shown in parentheses. 
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T;ilii l! :,;.--Nt11ab c r'.; o( g;·i::zli.l:~ rc :;1,n'cd by p;1rk ,ind sv1t.c control prur:1:.1 ;;::-; 
and oth .:: r kn01.m l: i.lls or lllarkcd ,ind unl!l:irLccl bc:1r~ .in :idj:1ccnt. s t;1h~ :1re::1'._; , . a . 
E>70 -· l 97Ci . 

Year 

Removals due to 

control progr::ims 
- ·-- -----·---------Park ~-lont. 

Ki llcd 

by 

velt:i. c lcs 

-·---·--Ot her Lno1•; 11 kills 
b 

Ycilrlr 
lvyo. ~lont. Id ,ilw total s 

--•·--------··--··----·-- ··- -- · ------·--
1970 20 0 2 12 (l) 7 (1) 7 (J) 48 
1971 6 14 1 12 (i (3 ) s 44 1972 9 2 1 7 0 4 23 
1973 0 1 0 7 (l) 2 3 J.3 
1974 2 1 0 10 (3) l 0 14 197S 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1976c 1 0 0 2 1 0 4 

Totals 38 18 4 50 17 19 146 

aUatn 1930-1975 from Cole, 1976. 

bLcgal and illegal kills from hunti11g or to protect livestock or propertyi with those marted inside Yclloi-·s tone National Park prior to or since 1970 in parentheses. In 1976 one illegal ki 11 occurr ed at lluckleberry llotsprings , Wyoming, one at the dump at Cooke City, ~lontana, anJ one wn s kill ed accidentally in Wyoming by the Intcragency Gr:iz z ly Bear Study Team. 
c.One grizzly cub \,·as found dying in Jw1e; was :--,o t related to the contyol progra1o1 so was not tal li c d here. 
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Tab le 1l.-- -:~u:11lic r s ;llld r;1lios 0f fe1 :1;il c rri.:::dics rnid ynun ;: s e e n .i.11 djf fc-r c 1!L 

f;:mi.]y ~roup s in ;:n d atl_j;:ccnt (1 mi) to Yclltn·:stone ~~:1tion;il Park tlur.ing ;i 

19~~9- l ~>c;c; period t1 !1d ::-11~1scqucrit y ears. 
[I 

NuP:b c :;:s Numbers Pl: t.cu bs 
.S ll l' \' j \' i !1 ['. to 

Yea r s Fe?ll;i l cs Cubs l{ ~:tio s Femal es Ycarlin t R:--:.tios yc;1rli11g age 
----------·------ ···-- ·- -··- -- ·------- --------------

1959 -66 15 33 2.2 15 20 1. 3 61 
aver;, gc:s 

1972 11 ') ') ,. - 2 . 0 9 18 2.0 ? 

1973 15 27 1.8 16 24 1.5 75 

1971) 14 22 1.6 16 27 1. 7 93 

197S s 7 1.4 s 7 1. 4 89 

1976b 1S 30 2.0 4 8 2.0 

aD,->.ta 1930 - 197S fro 1:1 Col e , 1976 . 

bFrom. Knight (per . co111m. , 1976 ), wi th 16 females and 32 cubs, and 5 females · 

with 9 yearl i ngs rcpcirtcd in the overall study area. 
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')';ih Jc S. --P;nk records on tliv nu 1:1l:crs o [ huu1:1n .i nj u 1· i v:; c ~u:;cd !J)' hLJck bear:; :111'-1 the nu:nhr~r of bears t r::111.splantcd anJ dc s 'Lroycd 19:-iJ.-(i~l ,lllcl 
'I from 1970 to 1976.~ 

Ye;ns · 

1931-(,9 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1973 

197'1 

1975 

1976 

No. :inj urics 
to visitors 

45 avc./yr. 

7 

9 

5 

5 

7 

1 

4 

a Data 1930-1975 from Cole, 
b 

Incl u<les bears ki J led by 1976 . 

No. capture s 
,Hlll 1.rans pl;mts -

24 ave . /yr. 
19 7 (l) 
15 

4 (2) 
34 

11 (3) 
13 

3 (O) 
11 

3 (2) 
s 1 (1) 

13 
4 (1) 

1976 . 

cars which arc sho1vn in parentheses for 1970-
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T:1b Jc (,.--Y_c;1rly Lo t.,11 :; or til e nu :11 1>!_:1·'.; of gri z ,·. l.y l1 c: 11-:.; c•li '.;r•r v,:: d on :1 

tli1 i Jy ha :; :i s in dcv c l op(:d arc ;1s ,:Ill! in the 1vi l d h'.i thin Ycl.lt,1·1~;tunc 

Nation:-iJ. 1\,rL, Fl7CI-J97 (, .a 

1~71 

---·-------- - -------------

No.i.n Deve l. 17t; 146 105 5,1 2() 5 

No. in l'/ild 6l tl 320 3,19 3-iS t1- 2(i 21(> 

a D,ita 1970 -- 1075 rrn1:1 C:olc, 1976. 

Tab l e 7.--Yearly totals of the numbers of black hears observed on a 

dai l y basis in developed areas and in the wild within Yellowstone 

National Park, 1975- 1976.a 

1975 1976 

No . in Devel. 57 

No.in \'lild 347 441 

3 No cornporable dat a available prior to 1975 . 
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1972 l S17.3 

l • 

tlcstcycJ or sent tc zooj_ 
vi<lual ~ear is involved t~icc it a:cc~ 

T J:' 
.!. !.. 

for t~o control nc tions, et c . -~ 
ti-.

1
0 cubs o.cc oun t s f er :. C: \ . .-.7~ic,':s, 

Be~rs rcn:oved (do~tcc! l i r.0 is L ,cli_;<:c:i i.1 
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Mr. John Town~ley 
SuperintPnrlFrnt 
Yellow~tone NAtionAl Pnrk 
MAmmo~h, Wyomin~ 82190 

Dear Mr . Townsley, 

May 2, 19 77 

Encourag e d by the · positive a nd pra~ressive mana~ement as well as 
the cAndirl self-evaluation policies which you have promoted in the 
recent past, I em prompted to write you this letter concernin~ the 
problem of man-gri77ly bear conflicts in Yellowstone Park. I wou]d 
specifically like to discuss the incidents which took place in 1976 
in the Fishin~ Brirl~e~Pelican Creek Area. 

Workin~ as a South District maintenan6e employee in the Park Service 
for the past five summers and talkin~ to employees whose experiences 
far exceed · my own, I have become well aware of the inherent problems 
created by the location of developed areas within grizzly habitat. 
The crux of the problem, as you know, involves the natura l tendency of 
be8rs to be Rttracted by the odors of ~arba~e, fish and other a~omatic 
foods (an automatic , resnonse for any omnivorous animal). Pecent attempts 
to reduce the availability of human foodstuffs ~o bears through the use 
of bear-proof cans, multiple ga-rbage removals, incinerators, land fills, 
and public education h a ve undoubtedly helped to -reduce the number of 
man-beA.r conflicts, and yet the problem persists. 

The be::ir mc1ulinp: incidents of August 1976 in the Fishing Bridge 
Camp~round and near the south end of Pelican Creek give a clear 
indica tion of the problems which are -still encountered. As is true 
any summer, the afternoon garbage ~emoval in the campgrounds is rarely 
productive since most campers are out touring throughout the day and 
deposit most of their ~arbage durin~ their evening meals at dusk. 
Thus lar~e quantities of garbage remain in thB cans all night as 
evidenced by the majority of full cans we find at A:00 AM each morning. 
The simple fa c t is that hundr eds of campers nre sleeping amidst tons 
of ~arbage ( bear attractant) during the three months of heavy visitation. 

A second problem seems to be the proximal location of additional 
bear attractants near the campgrounds. Two such examples are the 
Pelican Creek fish trap and the Lake incinerator each being located 
less than one h8lf .mile from the Fishing Bridge and Bridge Bay Campgrounds 
resoe~tively. The frequent gri77ly bear usage of the Pelican Creek 
fish trap is well known to the Fish and Wildlife employees who operate 
t'1at_ trap as well as to many employees who report the sighting of 
bear tracks, sc8ts and fish carcasses there throughout most of the summer. 
Not surprisin~ly, the discontinued operation of this trap in August 1976 
seemed to coincide with the influx of gri77.lies into the adjacent 
Fishin~ Bridge Campgrounds that year. 

The exp ensive an~ dangerous practice or · trapping and transplanting 
gri77lies also dis~l a yed its notorious ineffectiveness last year with 
th e mult1nle r e turns of the offending sow and her apparent abandonment 
of hrr cubs as n rPsult ·or the transrlantin~ operations. The fact that 
th0 pnrk•~ si7 P rl t H ' ;: not rermtt trnnc:port distances of sufficient 
magnitude to ov Prc on1 e r-i bear' s natural homing ability is 11ell established 
by the high r e turn r n te in past years. This technique also r1sks the 
safety of bot h the be8 rs and the rang ers who handle them, as well as those 
persons camping in t h e backcountry areas where the bears are released. 
In Aug ust 1976 the SQuth District trail crew personnel and the many 
tourists who were camped at Mariposa Lake were not informed t ha t the 
gr17zly sow Rnd .he~ three cubs were being releas ed i n their vicinity. 
In essence, trDnsplanting or elimination of problem bears Js only a 
tempora ry mear.s of "treating the symptoms" rather than solving the pro blem, 
and serves to draw .negative publicity and criticism from those who are 



concerned with the endnn~ ered status of th e grizzly in the lower 48 sta tes 
o f ( the U . . S ~ • 

It is dl~tres~in~ to see the g eneral lack of cooperation between . 
the vArio~s branch e s of the Park Service and the Interagency Bear Study 
~ince the joint efforts of these groups could bring about a more 
coordi~ated effort toward proper management. Perhaps a specially trained 
bear management team similiar to that used in Yosemite should be 
cr~ated in order to monitor problem areas And to act in a coordinating 
and advisory cApacity, thus providing a biologically sound and consistant 
menns of dealing with the problem. A valuable recommendation ma de in 
1969 by the National Sciences Advisory Committee of the National Park 
Service was that campgrounds in areas with ' recurrent bear problems be 
either fenced or reloca ted. The fencing of incinerators, land fills and 
sewage plants in the pa rk has already proven successful,and similar fences 
set back into the woods surrounding ~ampground s could prov~ equally 
successful with a minimum of visual impact. Unless food odors can be 
eliminated from c·ampgrounds through late evening garbage removals or 
the "locking" of garbage cans after the last pickup (see attached diagram), 
then bear-proof fences seem to offer the best alternative . in pro bl em · 
a:reas. 

I hope that my s~ggestions and criticis~s will be received in the 
positive light in which they are intended, as I know that this is an 
area of particular sensitivity to those involved. In addition, my 
comments are not meant to degrade any Park Service employee in particular, 
but merely to illuminate the problems of present management methodology. 
Management of Yellowstone Park in a progressive and informed manner 
will continue to make it a model for other parks and to ensu~~ 0 its~· 
preservation as a trensured American vacationland. Thank you for 
your time and interest. 

John s. Kirkley_ 
Department of Biology 
Utah State University 
Logan, Utah 84J?1 

Sincerely, 
I' . .· . 
·/ I . \ _ . . . . . 

,,. , , ( 

·· John s. Kirkley 



MANAG E~ENT ~ECOMMENDATIONS FOB 1977 

1.) Bemove Pelican Creek fish trap. 

2. ) '9e schedule gctrbap:e pickup to 1 ncl ud e an evening removal. 
(ie. make hours · 10:00- 1:00, 2:00- 5:00, & 6:00- 8:00) 

J.) Require that no . garbage be deposited in the cans after the last pickup. · 

4.) Modify the bear-proof lids for locking shut at night. (see diagram) 

5.) Supply a nQ~ber of cans at the campground entra~ces for persons who 
have no means of ~arbage storage during evening hours. 

6.) Include an explanation of these new proceedures at comfort stations, & 
registration office, as well as posting a reminder · on each can lid. 

7.) Impose stiff fines on those who leave food or garbage outs1?e vehicles. 

8.) Patrol campgrounds regularly during the late evening hours to determi. e 
bear presen6e, ~specially during the month of August. 

9.) Communicatc . regulGrly with caretakers and garbage crews who work in 
the campgrounds to learn of unsanitary conditions or bear sign. · 

10.) .Limit camping to hard-sided vehicles if grizzly or black bear are 
present. 

11.) ~emove bears on]v in instances where attacks are unprovoked or 
behavior seems abnormal. 

12.) Do not hesitate to close a campground prematurely if grl7zly 
numbers present, an extreme risk to human safety. 

1J.) Enclose all h1Fh-r1sk camp~rounds with 10' chain-link fence anct 
mon!tor bear. Activity near these fences to prevent bear enterance. 

MODIFIED BEAR-PBOOF LID FOR LOCKING AT NIGHT 

J 
T (A nail is inserted 

drilled in the lid 
of the moveable 
it from opening 
removed. ) 

I 
I ' 

' I 
I . 

into a hole 
just in front 
door, preventing 
until nail is 
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United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

IN R£PLY REFER TO: 

L1427 

Mr. John Kirkley 
Lake Station 

Yellowstone National Park, Wyoming 82190 

June 23, 1977 

Yellowstone National Park, · Wyoming 82190 

Dear Mr. Kirkley: 

Thank you for your letter and for the concerned and thoughtful 
attitude that prompted it. You have obviously looked into the situation 
very carefully and your suggestions are appreciated. 

Garbage . is indeed present in the campgrounds at night, even though 
we try to schedule pickups in the late evening to avoid this accumulation. 
We have found that if bears are unable to get at this garbage they 
soon become discouraged in their foraging activities in spite of any 
odor . Prior to the complete equipping of Fishing Bridge Campground 
with bear resistant cans, there were as many as a dozen grizzlies 
actively hunting food in the campground every night of the season. By 
campariion, a visit of a bear to any park campground is now rare. 

The fish traps have been a problem in past years , but according to the 
Fisheries Biologists, techniques used now should eliminate any difficulties. 
Fish are dipped up with nets and placed directly into .plastic bags 
without touching the trap or the platforms. Each day, following the 
trapping operation, the structure is scrubbed down with detergent 
to remove odors. Bears still visit the trap on occasion, probably 
remembering past meals, but it is no longer the attractant is once was. 
Since we realize the critical nature of its location however, we intend 
to watch the operation carefully to insure that it remains clean. 

Since 1970, there has been an overall helicopter transplant success rate 
of about 75%. This in no way compares with the high return rate of 
blacks transplanted by truck. Since this method, albeit traumatic 
for the animal as 0ell as personnel, is far preferable to killing the 
animal, we intend to stay with it. The relea se site for the sow 
and three cubs last summer was initially selected as Mariposa Lake 
and was inadvertently reported as such, but the bears were actually 
released on Lynx Mountain when it v,as learned that the Mariposa Lake 



area was occupied. 

The concept of a special bear management team has been considered here, 
and were it not for the great distances involved, would probably work 
as it has in other areas: We do attempt to coordinate as much of this 
work as possible through the Resources Management Office and the 
Biologist's Office, but much of the day to day operation must be done by 
the Sub-District personnel. The research being conducted by the 
Interagency Team is a separate operation that in no way interferes with 
the management program. Since your reference to a lack of cooperation 
mentioned no details it is difficult to respond, other than to say we 
are not aware of such. If you have had some specific problems in this regard, 
we would be glad to discuss them with you. 

Fencing has been considered before, but has been rejected for several 
reasons, both esthetic and practical. The lack of problems in other 
campgrounds has amply demonstrated that the real problem lies in the 
location of Fishing Bridge Campground, i.e., in prime bear habitat. 
While permanent closure of this campground may not occur as soon as 
we would like to see it, we are prepared to close it on a temporary 
basis if problems arise this summer. As for the garbage cans, locking 
them would defeat the very purpose of their design, which is to permit 
access by humans while preventing access by bears . Late garbage collections 
are by far the better means of controlling the situation, and we 

· certainly hope to do much better with this during the current season. 

Even though we have responded at some length to your letter, there · 
may be points which have not been adequately covered or which you may 
have some disagreement. We certainly hope you will continue your 
interest in this· situation and will feel free to discuss any aspect 
of it with your supervisor, the District Ranger or the Headquarters 
Staff. Following closure of the dumps, the "Bear Management Team" 
consisted of the entire park staff, and it took an earnest effort 
on the part of each employee to make the program succeed. The 
situation in no less urgent today and your concern and criticism are 
most welcome. We would be very happy to talk these things over with you 
at any time. 

Sincerely, 

~(J,./tjtt,t~ 

A(U\$uperintendent 
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