
CAMPER OF THE WEEK - A rustic, wooden footbridg 
over the Little Popo Agie river captured the fancy o 
this youn!l camper at the Taft Ranch Campground, nin 
miles south of Lander, Wyoming. cNw PH □T 

Bear Attacks Tw 
(See editorial "The Mysterious 
Garbage Pit" on page 2) 

Fishing Bridge Camp­
ground in Yellowstone Na­
tional Park was the site of 
another bear attack on cam,­
pers this week. Park offi­
cials reported that two men 
were mauled by what was 
probably the same grizzly 
bear early We dnesday morn­
ing. 

David Lou, 22, of Los 
Angeles, was sleeping in a 
tent with his sister when the 
bear apparently tried to 
climb into the tent. Lou suf­
fered cuts to the face and 
head, but succeeded in 
frightening the bear away. 
This incident occurred about 
3:00 a . m. Wednesday morn­
ing. 

About a half-hour later an­
other camper , Michael Rock 
23, of Carnegie, Penn., was 
mauled by a bear in a simi­
lar incident in the same 
campground. Rock had been 
sleeping on the ground near 
his car and was awakened 
by the commotion of the first 
incident. He had gotten out 
of his sleeping bag and was 
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standing up when he was a 
tacked, Park officials b 
lieve that it was the sa 
bear and that it "just cuffe 
Rock a s it went by. " 

Lou was taken to Par 
Hospital for treatment of hi 
head wound and was reporte 
to be in satisfactory con 
dition. Rock was given " 
stitch and a band-aid'' a 
dismissed. 

Gary Everhardt, assista 
superintendent for opera 
tions in Yellowstone was at 
loss to explain why the bea 

Gorge Ha , 
"Pleasant, warm days 

following s e veral weeks 
cold and rain drew approx 
mately 33,000 people to 
F laming Gorge for the IndE 
pendence Day H)liday, '' r 
ports Flaming Gorge For 
est Ranger, Richard Be 
jamin. "These people ma 
about 95,000 visits to r 
creation facilities in the ar 
r epresenting a 25% in~rea 
over Memorial Day Wee 
end.'' 

During the 4th weeke 
4,586 visits were made 
Flaming Gorge Dam Visit 
Center and 2,010 to Re 
Canyon Visitor Center 
These figures are about th~ 
sam~ as thos for last year's 
4th weekend. " However," 

CAMPER OF THE WEEK - A rustic, wooden footbridg 
over the Little Popo Agie river captured the fancy o 
this young camper at the Taft Ranch Campground, nin 
miles south of Lander, Wyoming. 
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(See editorial " The Mysterious 
Garbage Pit" on page 2) 

Fishing Bridge Camp­
ground in Yellowstone Na­
tional Park was the site of 
another bear attack on cam,­
pers this week. Park offi­
cials reported that two men 
were mauled by what was 
probably the same grizzly 
bear early Wednesday morn­
ing. 

David Lou, 22, of Los 
Angeles, was sleeping in a 
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standing up when he was a 
tacked. Park officials b 
lieve that it was the sa 
bear and that it "just cuff 
Rock as it went by." 

Lou was taken to Pa 
Hospital for treatment of h 
head wound and was report 
to be in satisfactory co 
dition. Rock was given ' 
stitch and a band- aid'' a 
dismissed. 

Gary Everhardt, assista 
superintendent for oper 
tions in Yellowstone was a 
loss to explain w:1y the be 
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est Ranger, Richard 
jamin. "These people 
about 95,000 visits to 
creation facilities in the 
representing a 25% in~r 
over Memorial Day W 
end." 

During the 4th wee 
4,586 visits were mad 
Flaming Gorge Dam Vi 
Center and 2,010 to 
Canyon Visitor C 
These figures are abo 
sam~ as thos for last 
4th weekend. " How2ve 



by P.at Hall 
The Mysterious Garbage Pit 

Is ther e is or is there isn' t a garbage pit in Yellowstone National Park where bears can still for age for food ? 
That question seemed to be officially un­a nswered Thursday after another bear in­cide nt in the park had left two adult cam:_:>ers slightly injured. 

After a five-year old girl was mauled by a grizzly last month, Dr. Frank Craighead, Jr. of Moose, Wyom'. ng, criticized the Park Ser­vice for getting rid of the garbage pits and replacing them with incinerators . Craighead, one of the world's great authorities on the grizzly, said that the pits should have been slowly phased out over a five-year period, thereby lessening the chance of attacks on tourists by hungry bears foraging for food. Assistant park superintendent Vern Hen­nasay told CAMPING NEWS WEEKLY that Craighead was wrong. Hennasay said that the park was using an incinerator to burn paper waste but that "wet garbage (food) is still , , being placed in a pit for the bears. ' Then, on July 3rd, a story in the Jack­son Hole Guide quoted Yellowstone superin­tendent Jack Anderson as saying that the park had replaced the garbage pits with incinera­tors. Anderson explained that this was done in an attempt to keep hungry bears away from camugrounds. 
s·o far. three reports from three different people, each saying som,~thingdifferent about those garbage pits. Now, following the bear incident in Yellowstone this week, CAMPING NEWS WEEKLY tried againtofindoutifthere was a garbage pit left in Yellowstone. Superintendent Anderson and Hennasay both were out of the office, so the official word had to come from assistant superinten­dent for operations, Gary Everhardt. "I can't comment for Mr. Anderson,•• Everhardt said, "and I can't explain why he said there no more garbage pits--IF he did say that. 

"I do know for a fact that garbage is still being dumped into the same pit at Trout Creek that we have used for years. ''The bears still forage there for food," Everhardt said, "and only the dry waste and paper is burned in the incinerators.'' Everybody likes to blame someone else for unpleasant happenings and the Park Service has taken their share of the licks recently. Quite often the criticism has been unde­served. 
The Park Service is attempting to operate Yellowstone this year with 35 people LESS than they had last year. Severe cuts in the Park Service budget have curtailed their operational abilities. But, the politicians in w ashington are to be blamed for this, not the Park Service. 
However, it does seem that Park Service officials in the sam~ area should be able to agree on whether or not they have a garbage pit for bears to forage in. And, if there is a garbage pit, why does Frank Craighead say there isn't? 
Hey, fellahs, would you please take a run over to Trout Creek and take a look? Is that ga:rbage pit re 11? there? 

Ca,nping Co,n,nents ••• 
by P.at Holl 

The Mysterious Garbage Pit 
Is ther e is or is there isn't a garbage pit in Yellowstone National Park where bears can still for age for food? 
That questign seemed to be officially un­a nswer ed Thur sday after another bear in­cident in the park had left two adult cam-:>ers slightly injured. · After a five-year old girl was mauled by a grizzly last month, Dr. Frank Craighead, Jr. of Moose, Wyom'. ng, criticized the ParkSer­vice for getting rid of the garbage pits and replacing them with incinerators. Craighead, one of the world's great authorities on the grizzly, said that the pits should have been slowly phased out over a five-year period, thereby lesse ning the chance of attacks on tourists by hungry bears foraging for food. Assistant park superintendent Vern Hen­nasay told CAMPING NE WS WEEKLY that Craighead was wrong. Hennasay said that the park was using an incinerator to burn paper waste, but that "wet garbage (food) is still being placed in a pit for the bears.'' Then, on July 3rd, a story in the Jack­son Hole Guide quoted Yellowstone superin­tendent Jack Anderson as saying that the park had replaced the garbage pits with incinera­tors. Anderson explained that this was done in an attempt to keep hungry bears away from campgrounds. 

So far., three reports from three different people, each saying som.~thingdifferent about those garbage pits. Now, following the bear incident in Yellowstone this week, CAMPING NEWS WEEKLY tried again to find out if there was a garbage pit left in Yellowstone. Superintendent Anderson and Hennasay both were out of the office, so the official word had to come from assistant superinten­dent for operations, Gary Everhardt. "I can't comment for Mr. Anderson,•• Everhardt said, ''and I can't explain why he said there no more garbage pits--IF he did say that. 
'61 do know for a fact that garbage is still being dumped into the same pit at Trout Creek that we have used for years. "The bears still forage there for food," Everhardt said, "and only the dry waste and paper is burned in the incinerators." Everybody likes to blame someone else for unpleasant happenings and the Park Service has taken their share of the licks recently. Quite often the criticism has been unde­served. 

The Park Service is attempting cooperate Yellowstone this year with 35 people LESS than they had last year. Severe cuts in the Park Service budget have curtailed their operational abilities. But, the politicians in Washington are to be blamed for this, not the Park Service. 
However, it does seem that Park Service officials in the sam,~ area should be able to agree on whether or not they have a garbage pit for bears to forage in. And, if there is a garbage pit, why does Frank Craighead say hi there isn't? ~i Hey, fellahs, would you please take a l run over to Trout Creek and ·rake a look? Is e ... t!:iat garb4ge pit :really there? c, 



To: Supervi ory Research Biol 1st, Ycllowst ne Nati nal Park 

J hn J. era hea.d 

Processing of grizzly bear naterial for ci ntific purposes 

I recently lea.med that aale grizzly o. 128 was captured a 
Canyon Campground n the night ot June 16th. Jim Claar., a bi logist rep e­
senting the Wildlife search Unit was present and helped the rangers im-
mobilize the an1nal, en h left., the a,n;roel coming out of the e -
feet of the drug and h wa led t believe that the bear would be rel ea • 

Not until th a ernoon ot J1.B1e 17th did h learn that the ra11ger 
bad decided to kill the bear. Mr. Claar was not notified of this that even­
ing nor did he receive w rd o thi s action unti l late in the afiern n of 
J une 17th. This in spite f the fact that Mr. Claar was 1D resi dence at 
Canyon. Neither Ken Greer nor I received a phone call. The bear was 1-
lowed t o renain in the trap in the sun thr ughout the day and t he soft 
tissues could not be preserved as biological specimens. 

This bear ,.,..s captured and arked in 1961 and was known to be over 
20 years ol.d. le have complete reproductive history f or nine year • I t 
was an especially val uable bear because it was. providing inform.t1on on the 
productivity of very old f le gri&z11es. 

Glen, I wish you would investigate why this aninal was not pr rly 
ta.ken care of by Park ervic . personnel. I recognize the need to .kill griz-
zly bears when they bee tr-oublesome 1n campground but I can see no excuse 
or th . loss of extremely valuable scientific data. Ii'or your intornati n., 

thi is the first rec · of this aninal visi ting a campground. 

In conform.nee with your memorandum of July 21 1968, en Greer and 
I wor ed out a plan tor proce sing and disposition grizzly bear nater1al. 
I tbere are problems in ca.reying out these plans,whi ch have been agreed to 
by a.ll parties, then let• s try to determille where the dit:ficult1es lie. We 
simply cannot attord t los extremely valuabl.e scientific specimens due to 
what appears to be negli 

John J . Cra.1 bead 

JJC: 

cc . n Greer, F. C. Craighead 



Office Memorandum . uNITED sTATEs GovERNMENT 

TO 

PROM 

SUBJECT: 

Chief, Division of Wildlife Research DATE : · December 17, 1968 

Unit Leader 
Montana Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit 

Purchase of Trailer for Research Work at Yellowstone National Park 

The Montana Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit has been carrying out 
research projects in Yellowstone National Park for the la.st ten years. 
These research projects are: 

i 

11 Migratory study of the northern Yellowstone elk perd; 
2. Behavior study of the Mirror Plateau elk. 
3. Radio tracking studies of non-migratory elk. 
4. Ecological study of the grizzly bear and biotelemetry studies 

of the grizzly and black bears. 
~ 

In conducting these projects over the past ten years we have expended 
considerably in excess of $500,000.00. This funding has been almost 
entirely from research grants and contracts. The results of the work 
have been of direct value to the National Park Service and.to the 
Montana State Fish and Ga.me Department. A nwnber of theses, reports, 
and publications have developed from the work, and there are numer­
ous publications pending. 

It has been possible for the Montana Unit to conduct research on 
public land in Yellowstone National Park because the Yellowstone 
Park Company made available laboratory and housing facilities for 
staff and graduate students. This company, which operates as a 
private concessionaire within the Park, also paid for all utilities 
and charged no rental fee. During the past ten years we have aver­
aged a staff and student crew of between eight and twelve persons 
each summer at the Yellowstone lab. 

This fall the laboratory and all adjoining housing facilities were 
destroyed by the National Park Service in a "clean up" operation. 
The laboratory and housi_ng facilities will thus no longer be avail­
able in Yellowstone Park. 

We still have a contract with the Atomic Energy Commission and with 
the National Science Foundation to conduct research within Yellowstone 
National Park, and the Memorandwn of Understanding with the National 
Park Service to conduct such research is still in effect. In order 
to continue the work in Yellowstone it will be necessary to make 
arrangements for housing and laboratory facilities. The National 
Park Service has trailer space available at a rental fee of $1.00 
per day, but no trailers are available. For the Montana Unit to 

I.J C.. 



Chief, Division of Wildlife Research 
December 17, 1968 
~ge 2 - Memorandum 

continue working in Yellowstone National Park it will be necessary for 
us to have at least one 50' x 10' or 50' x 12' trailer. I would like 
to request that consideration be given to p~oviding the Montana Unit 
with such a trailer. We believe that it is in the interest of the Unit 
and its students, the University of Montana, Montana State Fish and 
Grune Department, and the National Park Service to continue our research 
effort there. 

Cooperative effort is being made between the University of Montana, the 
State University at Bozeman, the University of Indiana, State University 
of New York, and the University of Wyoming to establish a research 
center in West Yellowstone. Such a research center would encourage a 
wide range of disciplines and would provide adequate operational facili­
ties within Yellowstone National Park. This development will not mature 
for several years, and in the interim it will be necessary for the Unit 
to continue operating within the Park itself. 

I wish to reemphasize that if the Division of Research wishes to en­
courage Montana Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit to conduct research 
on public lands as in the past, it will be necessary to provide funds 
for a trailer. 

John Craighead 
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Yellowstone N~ tional Park• lyoming 8 020 

J\11.y 11. 1968 

Memorandum 

To: 

:rran: 

Superintendent 

Supervisory Researoh Biologist 

~ubject· .' 01·kine ,fpothases rel ating to grizzly bear distri but1on, 1968 

General HFnothesis ~: Lessened garbage a t the Trout Creek dump has 
resulted 1i grizzly-having scattered di stributions. Bears c-mil'lg into 
o~rta in develop~d areas before July 2 was a response to non-bearproot 
cans; sinoe uUly 2 late eveui··g gurbage pic kq 1a , o. rof,pOil c to enough 
tood from icff c h st d other 1'8mper so urcea to keep the animals linked 
t.o oa pg.rounds. 

Comment~ r1he m.1:m.b ..,r vf u o&r s t &yi t to c •· .r:,t;1.~ot;_nds s1 nee 
July 2 do n t a pe ar to be obtaining en.o . h garhl ... g or c3.m.per food 
to hb.ve the cm '1 .roun re ~ceze....:. t u 9r e ~+ ~:r too • . :ou ... ce hen the 
Tr0ut Creek dumpl ~rom 80 to 400 ens of sa~a~ ted "edible" garbage 
a re I' 8 ortau t o ·.- 0 ·1 '1 w t Cr ·,!\ ,.i: da.11-y·. T !.\ inc .in :..••. -tion of 
sep- r a t e oo t us ~t bli:,s a nd c -;. · pground g~r baga i s c n.s!derad to 
amo un 1.0 l -t- .... • ct ion l L. "e 1 lo" t' :l i.u c =.t-'-:> l'i "'on with 
previou2 duin~ in , ., 0.1.l ga.:!'b ~g . . £he ll.fp rent f a ilure o~ +..he 
a nim.alJ t ,..) c - 1.: t1·.: t e '-'· e · l!t r 0-:,Jt u ,r ; t:: .UG f c. .. does not 
seem .ttribut .... b . . c to a l ack of edible arb ge. J. 1" str n ly developed 
nabltc:1 ~ere a f u.o t r, it ·oul~' " mt.rut t.ho ,. r!.1,1.a ~· '" ould be most 
a ocusto.na t o t e d t 'tl'le Trout reok dump by midsUD111er. 

General Hvpoth.eAiaII: ucattered d i s tributions or grizzly · y be in 
re ponse to l • te pr i ng nd s ftioiently r.->t)undsmt :1.:itural food:1 providing 
an alterna tive to the animals ooneentra tion on the Trout Creek d tmp. 
!1dsumme r link to oerta n · eveloped r a~ ~ re und ub t a jly due to their 
location within the natural spring (and tall) habita t ot the grizzly 
and just anough food frol!l s loppy . ping h 4ll1ts -to koep the animals 
ma.king nightly Tisits. 

ent: This ls oondidered a. talrly plausible hy·pot h € .3.:!!. 
"'"'l"--o ... n~i~t-or·ing reco1•ds · how , a v ... ua ~nt :i.. e a · i osp Aad a nd CQolll■piouo 
conspicuous distribution ot grizzly trom elican Creek to Canyon 
since t h e a n i l "' c o out c f hibernation. Ja. turaJ f ood~ must 
ha ve been, and possibly still are, sufficiently adequate to 
u int, in cat tered d.t:Yt ic uti na. olndidi g high visitors use 
could be :providing en ugh other food to o ause s o•e anito.als to 
rogul :r .. " isit d lfelo · .;1re 1::-lci et l t ot . 1r na tural foraging. 



The latter hypothesis 1s tentatively favored because ot t h e riter•s 
research experience on ron horn, _ ule deer and elk studies here a.rti­
t1cial •ood• sources were being utilized. These animals did not require 
these rood sou.roes, but variously used them in relation to variable natura 
food conditions. Conspicuously va riable and different distributions ot 
be-:.r in r el&tion t o oh n tur 1 f oods ~ a f'ith runs 1~n rry r pine nut 
crops a re documented in the litera ture. Such d1str1butilons are not 
~ri thout e '<_,v_ re l, t -.. :ti tL:r ~.Hl or o" .. e . .., ,... 1ge o ,'., 11..:· ca1:,.: o 1-· , but a 
characteristic of food resp nsa di stributions seems to be that they 
c an be ~xtremely v ~1a le. 

Glen F. Cole 
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I thlnlt tbat JIIUlt rec gni& t ai■und.erstan41np Yill 
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MONTANA COOPERATIVE WILDLIFE RESEARCH UNIT 

UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA 
MONTANA FISH AND GAME COMMISSION 

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT INSTITUTE 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA 

MISSOULA, MONTANA 59801 

July 23, 1968 

To: Supervisory Research Biologist 

From: Leader, Montana Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit 

Subject: Comments on Cole's hypotheses relating to grizzly bear distri­
bution, 1968 

I have read your memorandum of July 11 with considerable interest and 
will comment as requested. 

General Hypothesis I: 
11
Lessened garbage at the Tr out Creek dump has resulted 

in grizzly having scattered distributions. Bears coming into certain devel­
oped areas before July 2 was a response t o non-bearproof cans; since July 2 
late evening garbage pickups , a response t o enough food from ic~, chests and 
other camper sources t o keep the animals linked to campgr ounds. ' 

Cormnent: During a nine-year period from 1959 through 1967 we have 
recorded observations of grizzly bears throughout Yellowstone Park 
from April through mid-November. Duri ng this period of .time there 
have been slight variations in the distribution of grizzly bears 
throughout April and May in response to such natural food sources 
as rodents, elk and buffalo carcasses, and vegetation. The distri­
bution during those years does not appear to me to have been essen­
tially different than during 1968. 

Both Frank and I and some of our students ma.de observations of the 
distribution of marked and unmarked bears and although our level 
of effort was not as great as other years , nevertheless all the 
marked bears observed were within their known home ranges. I 
wonder if perhaps the f act that you a l erted the ranger staff t o record­
ing all bears sighted during the spring of 1968 has not reflected a 
greater awareness on the pa.rt of rangers to the distribution of bears 
rather than actual distribution."" 

The situation from the First of June on is considerably different than 
in _former years and this , I believe, is due to the fact that very little 
or no garbage was dumped at Trout Creek . From June 1 to June 14 I had 
a man making our usual observations at Trout Creek and at this time he 
estimated the maximum amount of garbage at the Trout Creek dwnp was 
8 cans daily, with no more than 2 cans of edible garbage. This is 
considerably less food than our records show was dumped in former 
years. 



The bears move into Trout Cr eek at 0 s time from distant parts of 
the Fark. When f ood is available, they remain in the vicinity as 
we have pointed out in our management report . We also pointed out 
that i f food was not available, there was every reason to believe 
that many of the bears woul d not remain in the vicinity of Trout 
Creek but would move int o campgrounds or into such large disposal 
areas as Rabbit Cr eek and West Ye llowstone. Our observations from 
June 3 to the present indicate that this is very probably what has 
happened. Only a fraction~ of the bears normally censused at Trout 
Creek have been observed and s ome of these marked bears have been 
observed at Rabbit Cr eek and others at West Yellowstone and in the 
campgrounds. 

According to our records, on June 13 only 5 cans of garbage were 
being dwnped daily at Trout Creek but from this time there was a 
gradual increase in the amount of garbage being dumped. Periodic 
visits to Trout Creek by our personnel to count bears and to esti­
mate the amount of garbage being dumped showed that at no time were 
more than 40 cans of garbage being dumped and many of the cans were 
half filled with water. We estimated that probably only 10 to 15 
cans of garbage were available to the grizzlies during this period. 

It appears that in the sorting process, not all of the garbage is 
1::eing dwnped at Trout Creek and it is being dwnped in such a way that 
it is failing to hold the grizzlies in the area. In order to inves­
tigate the situation in greater detail, I requested two men to make 
continuous observations at Trout Creek. 

On July 12, 1968, the garbaye arrived at approximately 11 o'clock and 
consisted of a pile 12 ' x 72 ' x 1½'• By count, there were 14 plastic 
pail liners full of garbage plus some garbag~,:not in containers. The 
garbage was for the most part edible and a conservative estimate indi­
cated there were approximately 25 t o 30 cans. 

On July 16 similar observations were made and the amount of garbage 
was approximately the same as on the 12th. 

The amount of garbage being dumped has definitely increased since the 
middle of July; however it seems clear f r om our observations of marked. 
bears that many bears that came in earl y to Trout Creek and found no 
food available moved to other portions of the park and have not yet 
returned to Trout Creek. They no doubt will do so later in the summer 
if there is a continuous supply of garbage at Trout Creek. 

I cannot help but concl ude that your first hypothesis is inc·or-rect ·and 
that the failure t o initially provide food at Trout Cr eek had a very 
direct influence in distributing the grizzlies widely throughout the 
Hayden Valley and beyond. 

In our report MANAGEME.L""IT OF BEARS IN YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK we em­
phasized the need t o very carefully observe and monitor the Trout Creek 
situation when garbage was withdravm. La.s·t year we offered t o p:covide 



the f unds and manpower t o do t his job . '1e have a detaile plan of 
how we feel this should be done based on nine years of intensive 
study and we would be ha ppy t o per fo:cm this t a sk next year . 

In order t o do this , certain conditions must be met a::-i.d i t will be 
imperative t o have the complet e s upport a nd cooperation of Na t i ona l 
Park Service personnel . 

Gener a l Hypothesis II : "Scatter ed distributions of grizzl y may be in r esponse 
to l ate spring and suffi ci ently abunda nt natural foods providin0 an a l t e r na­
tive t o the animals concent rating on t he T:cout Cr eek dump . Mi dsu....-nmer l in -s 
to certain developed areas a:ce undoubtedly due to t heir location wit h i n the 
natural spring (and fal l ) habit at of t he grizzl y and just enough food from 
sloppy camping habits to keep the animals maki ng night l y visits . 

11 

Comments : We have very l ittle evi dence to supp0rt General Hypothesis 
II since we have found scatt ered distr i bution of gr i zzlies in other 
years in response to ava i labilit y of na t ural f oods . However, each 
year as food became available at Trout Creek~ the early spring distri ­
bution quickly altered and the grizzlies concentrated in the Trout 
Creek area . 

Thousands of observations of grizzlies during the nine- year per iod 
do not support the hypothes i s that this spr i ng was an exception -
at least our data do not indicate s uffic i ent d i f f erence in number 
and distribution of grizzlies to support this hypothesis . 

Our data on a ten- year distribution pattern f or grizzlies is being 
prepared and these data wi ll be ready f or a general discussion when 
desired . 

There are several other factors that coul d be involved in the distri­
bution of the grizzly bears other than the total amount of garbage 
ava ilable at Trout Creek. Adrnittedly it is difficult to compare the 
amount of garbage being dumped now wi t h other years because the dry 
refuse material is being incinerated. The way in which the edibles 
are being made available is undoubtedly a factor and I would like t o 
discuss this with you in greater deta il when we have had an opportun­
ity t o firm up a procedure for evaluating the changes that are oc ­
curring . 

As we have indicated at other t i mes, it is a rather simple matter f or 
us to eva luate the changes at Trout Creek since we will be making reg­
ular censuses and since we have nine years of previous detailed census 
data at Trout Creek and at all of the ot her disposal areas to use as a 
basis of comparison. We can evaluate the changes on a bas is of total 
bear s , of marked bears, and of unmarked bears . 
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An evaluation based on a census of i ndi vidual bears is f ar superior t o a 
general monitoring of bears sighted since one bear can be sighted many 
t imes by dif ferent indiv i duals and t hus give both an erroneous concep­
tion of distribution and use of a given area. We have maintained records 
over the years of the dis t ribut ion of the s ightings of all bears as well 
as the sightings of individually recognizable bears. 

The latter type of data can be more precisel y int erpreted, and since we 
are in a position to continue this type of observation we can, I am sure, 
accurately evaluate what effect present management procedures are havi ng 
on the grizzly bea r population . 

JJC :AB 

cc Supt . John Anderson 
Dr. Frank C. Craighead 

,., ... --



July 23, 1968 

!,i:c. Glen Cole 
Supervisory Research Biolo ist 
Yellowstone National Par'. 
Yellowstone Park, Wyoming 83020 

Dear Glen: 

I am enclosin0 a me1orandum in response to your invitation to 
comment on your memorandum of July 11. 

I feel that the entire sit tio at Trout Creek has got to be 
a lot more closely coordinat ,d tri.an it ,. a s this year if we are to get 
scientific answers to the e feet of wi thdra,;1in__., rbuge from the Yellow­
stone grizzlies. 

There are ma.ny ramif:i.cat i ons th"'t ,;•re i'rere uri ... "'1.ble for le.ck o.£ 
tin·e and space to incorporate into our r ·11ag nt report. The rna.nage-
ment report was concerned largely wit broad e .. spects of management. l'he 
details of management are equally import nt for an effective program a~d 
we 1-rould like to discuss these with you in the future and determine how 
they can be incorporated :into the Park S rvice management program and 
our research program. 

JJC:AB 

Sincerely yours, 

John J. Craighead, 
Unit Leader 



July 23, 196 

}lr . Jarces R. Coutts, Chief 
Division of Wildlife Research 
....,ureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
777 14th St., N.W. 
He.shington, D. C. 20005 

Dear Jim: 

Web.ave been running into a gr eG.t deal of difficulty with our grizzly 
bear research program in velloKst onc . The new s upervisory biologi st, Glen Cole, 
has independently set u:-9 pr oe;rruns or r esc r ch an mai:a.genent without consulting 
with us in any way and uni'or tlli"IB.tely he s seen f it to disregard our :rr;.::.:12.ge­
nent recommendat ions . s a re.sult, t h , ~_ k i s having far more trouble with 
grizzlies in campgrounds t han in any p evi ous yeax . 

He have found it ~ ~st i p ssible to carry on certai n aspects of 
our resea;;-ch work beca use t he 1·ang er sta u . 118.S b e 1 given orders not t o co­
opera t e with us . This has bee!l tol ' by ma ry of t1e r ngers themselves wao 
are close friends . The general att · tu i that we have got t o cooperate 
f'ully with t he Park Ser v ice o.drninistr t hey will cooper ate 
with us only when they f eel i ncline" . This J.as been told us .ace to face 
by Glen Cole. 

There is no quest ion t. ~t t .e ac1ra·~ist r t i on is trying to push our 
research a ctivities out of Yellowst one an · ot her i ndependent research rs s 
well. Since the Bureau of S ort ?ish :rice :J..nd i-.il dlife has a cor:ll it ~.t 
res~onsibility to Congress t o do r ese r e . in nat i ona l parks, I ce- ta L~ly 
t h ink that our Bureau should t o. i.:e a stronc..:; stand t hat our personn -1 ,-rorking 
in a national park should get f ull coop~ration f'~om t he Kat ion.s.l Park Service. 

I realize that it is difficult t o 6 et this i f the Service is deter­
mined not to be cooperative . Hm r v , I cu s st that a memorandum from John 
G·ottschalk to the Dire ctor of t he Park r vice requesting tha fullest coop ra­
t ion and support for Bureau personnel wor .d. · ·in national parks would be in 
order and re-emphasizing t.e basic r esponsibi lity of the Bui·eau to Congr ess 
for research on public lands . 

We recently received a lett f •o:m Superintendent Anderson stating 
they were going to destroy our l aboratory on August 5 and t hat we would have 
to move out and find other quarters . _ i s req~est was impossible to execute 
'°rlthout completely disrupting our work. I fina lly managed to stay the 11day 
of execution" until October. At tb.t ti::ne we hope to have trailer units to 
r eplace our laboratory facilities. 



inc rely, 

i d 

you 
nd I 

-> e 
J. r 
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