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The following wildlife population figures for Yellowstone, taken from the 
Annual Wildlif~ Report (5/1/69 to 4/30/70), are to be used in interpreting 
wildlife populations in the Park. 

SPECIES 

Antelope 
.Badger 
:Sear, Black 
Bear, Grizzly 
Beaver 
Bighor n 
Bison 
Bobcat 
Chipmunk 
Cougar 
Coyote 
Deer, Mule 
Elk 
Fox, Red 
Gopher, Pocket 
Marmot 
Marten 
Mink 
Moose 
Muskrat 
Otter, River 
Pica 
Porcupine 
Cottontail Rabbit 
Jack Rabbit 
Snowshoe Rabbit 
Small Rodents 
Ground Squirr.e 1 
Tree Squirrel 
Weasel 
Wolf 
Wolverine 
Bald Eagle 
Trumpeter Swan 
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Mi nimum popnla t ion 
Winter 

AG - Abundant Generally 
AL - Abundant Locally 
CG - Common Generally 
CL - Common Locally *** Summer 
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R - Rare 
S - Static 
SU Static-Up 

Estimated elk populations - winter: Northern Yellowstone herd, 6000; 
•>-,. .... 

Gallatin herd, 120Q; Madison-Jirehole herd, 1000; other 100. 

Summer - Northern Yellowstone herd, 7200; Gallatin herd, 1500; 
Madison-Firehole herd , 1200; southern herd, 4100; other, 120. 



CHECK LIST-MAMMALS 

1,tasked shrew 
vagrant shrew 
dusky shrew 
water shrew 

little; brown bat 
long eared bat 
silver haired bat 
big brown bat 
hoa:ry bat 
western big eared bat 

cony or pika 
white tail jack rabbdt 
varying hare 
cottontail 

yellowbelly marmot 
Uinta ground squirrel 
golden ,mantled ground squirrel 
least chipmunk 
yellow pine chipmunk 
Uinta chipmunk 
chickaree, red squirrel 
flying squirrel 
pocket gopher 
beaver 
wh:i:te;: footed mouse 
bushytail woodrat 
red back vole 
le~ming ~ouse 

meadow mouse - Microtus richardsoni 
Microtus pennsylvanicus 
Microtus montanus (M. nanus) 
Microtus longicaudus (M. mordax) 

muskrat 
jumping mouse 
porcupine 

coyote , 
wolf 
red fox 
black bear 
grizzly 

raccoon 

.marten 
fisher 

weasel, short tail 
longtail weasel 
mink 
wolverine 
badger 

sktirik 
otter 

cougar 
lynx 
bobcat 

wapiti or elk 
mule deer 
white tail deer 

moese 
pronghorn or: ant~lope 

,bison . or .buffalo 
mountain sheep 

************~-lrlrlrk-fririr:-lrirl:k*kAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA*A'lrlcAA*A***kk 

Suggested locations and seasons for sighting certain mammals 

As a general statement, big game animals are 

and bison begin to drift to the high country. 

months for many species as well as waterfowl, 

from main rivers. 

cony or pika, year round 

Yellowbelly marmot, summer only 

Uinta ground squirrel, summer only 

pocket gopher, summer only 

readily seen along in May before elk 

This . is one of the best wildlife 
in ,from migration but not yet away 

rockslid~s such as Silver Gat~ 
above Mammoth 

Old Faithful nature trail to 
Observation Point, Canyon area on 

i•r side ol river 

open grassy areas of sagebrush 

Tower 



be aver, summer 

re d fox, year round 

gr izzly, spring, summer 

badger, summer 

otter, year round 

cougar, year round __ _ 
>i: 

e l k or ·wapiti, winter 

Year round 

Summer, fall 

Spring, fall 

r.;ule deer, winter, stiriimer 

moose, spring, year round 

pronghorn, . year round 

b ison, fall, winter, spring 

slimmer 

::iountain sheep 
winter 

summer 

Many c f the present population are ba_nk denne r s; su ::n 
areas as Grayling Creek on the Gallatin side, lower 
Shoshone Creek, small ponds in the ManJG!Oth area. 

Blacktail Valley, along the ~p-~d occasionally from 
Tower to Mammoth 

grazing in places such as Gibbon meadows April-May; 
may be seen in mid-summer on far side of Yellow­
stone River ' in Hayden Valley; back toad's suc:h as o.ld 
Tower and Bunsen Peak; rarely seen from roads except 
as noted. 

sagebrush v~lleys of northern part of Park, some­
tim_es Sj:!~n along road to Tower 

Yellowstone River in Hayden Valley, shore of 
Yellows~on·~ 'Lake~ Gibbon and other rivers. 

(very seldom reported) seems to be Tower Area, some ­
timeHayden Valley; Mammoth-Sepulcher-Electric Peak 
area 

drive to NE Entrance~ earJy and late hours best; 
may be seen in numbers o'ri He llroaring slopes 

Clearwater Springs-Roaring Mountain area 

Norris area 

Lower Geyser Basin meadows 

Mammoth,road from Mammoth to Golden Gate - Swan Flat 

Lava Creek, Tower Jct., NE .entrance road, Willow 
Park, Hayden Valley, Pelican Creek (lower) and 
Fishing Bridge 

Old road Mammoth to Gardiner, road from North 
Entrance to Reese Creek, flat by N. entrance station 

Lamar Valley and Soda Butte, Firehole Geyser Basini,-, 
especially Firehole Lake and Fountain Freight - roads 

Lower Geyser Basin and Madison Junction 

Slopes of Mt. Everts ,above road to Gardiner from 
Mammoth 

Mt. Washburn, Mt. Everts, Specimen Ridge and 
Fossil Forest Trail 
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WILDLIFE MONOGRAPHS • 
A Publication of The Wildlife Society 

OFFICE OF THE EDITOR • DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY 

UNIVERSITY OF LOUISVILLE LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 40208 

1 June 1970 

Dr. John J. Craighead 
Montana Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit 
University of Montana 
Missoula, Montana 59801 

Dear John: 

Thank you for your letter of 15 May regarding the hibernation and 
denning of grizzly bears. I don't see any reason why this paper can not 
be published as a WILDLIFE MONOGRAPH provided it is the necessary 32 
pages long. We are perfectly willing to use all the figures, diagrams, 
and photographs that are deemed necessary but at the same time we do not 
want to overdo it. I will be very happy to look at the manuscript and 
to give you an honest appraisal. 

I did indicate that publication date is about 5 to 6 months following 
receipt of a finished manuscript. This short time, of course, depends on 
the ability of the reviewers and the author to get together. I think that 
we can do it fairly easily since I am sure you will have the manuscript in 
excellent shape when I receive it. The time required from when I send the 
manuscript to the printer and the final date of publication usually is 3 
to 4 months. The manuscript for WILDLIFE MONOGRAPH NO. 22 was sent to the 
printer on 9 February and the first page proof was received before the end 
of March. Corrections on that page proof were made by me and by the author 
and the final page proof returned to the printer by 20 April. The MONOGRAPH 
was distributed 26 May. That is a blow by blow description of NO. 22. I 
should add here however, that much revision of the manuscript as it was 
originally presented to me required another 3 months. Sometimes the reviewers 
are not very prompt in going over the manuscript. 

I am looking forward the receiving the manuscript on elk and on the 
management of grizzly bears. 

With very best wishes, 
/ 

Cordially, 

j (k_ 
Louis A. Krumholz 
Editor 
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( ' sentr aut, 196o) . This did not appear to be the case 

During previous fall~i 

they did not to dennin 

wi~~es 

e prolonged cold, 

early fall 

peri~ ',,Of snow and unusual cold from Septemb 15 through Sep-
'--,,. 

with a minim of -13 . 9° C. ( 7° F.) and 611 of 

aisperse grizzlies Thi s snow on the ground 

unusual ly cold eather the fall may lethargy earlier 
.,~ 

than us and well before the e~vire-~tal stimulus of a f inal s i\-lStorm 
{,, ' fl.,.(~ . 

sed t hem t o enter their dens non or about November 11. ~trteT. 

Defense of Dens v/b~cttli 
~ / 1/1 

Our observationsAindicate that the Yellowstone grizzlies are not terri-. ~ ~ c~~(., { 9 , ".J (TL 

torial. We have observed mor e than 20 ~ izzlies at one carcass feeding 
W ..e ~ ~~ c-f--.•t <--ve.rlt.,,. ~• '/ "'- ..Av..-t ,._.__~ !\ ~ ~ ~ .kv.,_.,_r U~~ ;q le l • ~ / 

together with sur pr i singly little fr~ct i on ./\ We thought that i f grizzlies 
~ --M$,~ .. 

defended specifi c areas , these areas/\would be in the vicinity of their winter 

dens . Here they might also att a ck a man . However, during our vi sits to dens 

we were not attacked, but on the contrar y the animals tended to sneak away 

generally were unobtrusive ~erved 
11na•1r, A--

against either~ other griz zlies it m -1''· s:t, 

Period of Winter Sl eep 

n~ rense of a den or den area 

and 

On December 28, 1966 we vi s ited the winter den of grizzly No . 4o and her 

two cubs of the year . We approached t he den from bel ow on snows hoes and could 

see that the den entrance was still open . There were no signs to indicat e 

~ the bears had l eft the den since entering in November . To peer in, we 

had to slide head first down the inclined entrance -way . In t his awkward 
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