
January 17, 1974 

Mr. Nathaniel P. Reed 
Assistant Secretary of Interior 
for Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
Washington , D. C. 

Dear Sir : 
-·-· ..

I have received 
~ 

my copy of National Magazine 
for F bruary/ March, in which was y "response from 
interior " . One can s ee from your t tement "The grizzly 
bear is not on the Endangered Spece l ist but .... " .trhat 
you care little if a few or f A11<1-h'ft'T'td ed grizzly bears 
die because of the clos ing o ge-durnps. Dr . 
Craighead, who is probably · n of our est authorities 
o n Griz zly Bears , only w ~ d t · e garbage-dumps clos d 
at a slower rate and I e- rtedly agree with or. 
Craighead. 

As for looking to t: r • .,our future is with men 
as dedicated and D • . raighead . Men who do 
ins tead of talk . W ore men s uch as he and fewer 
politieians in thi and it would be a far better 
place to liv .--. 

Si ncerely 
...----:-

7 /uur Ir~Nncy Tyr~ (Mi ss ) 
P • J) • Box 6 31 
Miami, Fla ., 33138 

CC : Dr. Frank Craighead / 



223 Castleton Avenue 
Staten Island, New York 10301 
November 2, 1973 

Mr. Nathaniel Reed, Director 
National Park Service 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Reed: 

In an article which appeared in the October-November issue of 
National Wildlife magazine, entitled "They' re Killing Yellowstone's 
Grizzlies", the National Park Service seemed very indifferent 
towards the conclusions drawn by Dr. Frank C. Craighead; the 
author. Since Drs. Frank and John Craighead have studied the 
grizzlies of Yellowstone Park for about ten years (during which 
their scientific research was sponsored by the National Geographic 
Society and the National Science Foundation), we are quite surprised 
by the attitude taken by the Park Service in ignoring these well­
known and knowledgeable scientists. 

We believe the Park Service's duties should encompass protection 
of the grizzlies and other wildlife species, rather than creating 
situations that endanger both wildlife and campers. 

Why are the Craighead brothers being barred from further studies 
in Yellowstone? Why were restrictions put on their work and 
publication of their research findings? 

Please let us hear from you regarding this matter. 

Sincerely, 

rt~~~~ 
Robert & Dolores Meyer 

cc: Department of Interior 
Washington, D. C. 

Sierra Club 
San Francisco, California 

Dr. Frank C. Craighead / 
Jackson Hole, Wyoming 



BCC • DefendeTs of Wildlife (written after havinJ read the report by Steve 
Soater pf your staff-a line story). Fund for Animals - D. Dixon - R. Clark -
National Audubon Spc:ioty • Nation•.1 Parks 4. On•.ervation Assn. r ~ 

M~•- J. c. Yarbrough ~&~ 
. .A 3 3149 i ing Arthur Court, N. u . ._c- ••----•aq
~~ Atlanta. ·Ga. 30l4i 

I" Octol>er 5, .t973 r,."'· 
~ 

Tho Honorable lonald Walker 
01Teetor,
National Park Servic 
laterior Oeprelrtaant
Washington, D. c. 10240 

Dear Mr .. Walk.•r: 

Hopefully, yQu will have muc:h more tense in dealing with the 
trris:.ly bear s1tuat1on in Yel1ovston• Park. than did your p1'•• 
'1e(:5SO'l"'• 

Por sever 1 ye -rs t have bee.n fE.lllow1ng the work of the Ct"aia• 
lu:ad &t'otll•J'• who ha o•. • at.int a st.udy of the gri:aly b·ear 
1n. Yollowstone ttac.• liS9 ... •• you ve11 know hy now .. and fn 
what I have read tt ls haTd to believe ther(ll 1•. or aTe 1u1y 
men in this country who•~• bettor acquaint 4 with thelT habit•. 

Thcroforil, it it aul'prtaln to .m\'t • •nd J f•tl an insult to th••• 
flne I\Ot:t .. to eoaplotoly· lgnoro U.aei1' Teco1u1endation1 w:lth re• 
aa~4 to pha1ln1 out th• 1•rba1e dumps la 'tollowsto:ao, :rather 
thari closlni the11 all t ac • Even, a sehc&lchil • would uad.ef'• 
stand that. th• bears re 101n1 to continue to 1' tu1'n toe whore 
they h v• boen fr@oly feedtni for i•n•ration1, aa • this tlo•iaa 
~f tho dap1 ell at OA¢0 will not di•~ouraJG them. 

I a.1t one of th•• ukooks'~ who deplore and pTot•ut tho oradica.. 
tion of otu• l)f' datol"y ard.1utls • • 1:>atly to please tho sheep and 
c•itloaon wbo g1'a1e tbeir anbtals on public ltnd.. Let tho• hire 
tho nee saary on ~o prot,ct their herds, th ~47 oradieatin1 on1y
tho O • uilty0 predators I it they can truly be called "11.dl•y', fof' 
tryia& to sur•ivo in a 1an4 whero th human b~ing has decided 
he must 10. 

I c.all o• you to litt•n to what 'tho Craighead:, ha•o to 1ay, and, 
to b• 1uidod by their yoar• of work so vo can. save this ••rn1f'1· 
c•nt ••iul. Surely our wild aniale hav seao Tl ht left to 
tho. Th♦)" have 'boon pushed t:U1'ther and. further into tho w114s, 
until they hav little ~an1• l•ft. 

And plea•• don•t sontl •• on of thos• deprac:atlng, aeant-io•bo 
placat.in.4 r•plb,• that th• tntorlor Dept. "surely dotin•t want 
any aniul •xt•T•inatetn. 1 h ve ••~•ived onou1b of th•• l'a 
cot a child • just someone who is tateyostee in th• right• of th• 
anlaals. ~ 

Sin ely,, [l ~ ,,./ 

(N • . • :fy~ broug{)fl---' 

https://trris:.ly


MRS. ROBERT H . LAVENDER 
6230 Caminito Andreta 
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September 26, 1973 

Hon. John Seiberling 
1223 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Seiberling: 
I am enclosing an article from National Wildlife magazine 

entitled "They 're Killing Yellowstones Grizzlies. 11 It is an 
interview with Dr. Frank Craighead, well-known biologist and 
leading aut hority on grizzlies. According to Dr. Craighead 
the National Park Service has been killing large numbers of 
grizzlies in Yellowstone National Park, threatening the 
survival there of this endangered species. 

Bear management in Yellowstone and some of the other park 
areas has always been a great problem, but the grizzly problem 
came to a head several years ago when grizzlies killed two 
visitors in Glacier National Park. A biologist (embryologist) 
was in the campground when one of these killings took place, 
and apparently was so shaken that he has been campaigning ever 
since to have the grizzlies removed from the parks because 
they endanger the visitors. 

NPS seems to have reacted to pressure from him and other 
people in typical bureaucratic fashion by seeking to relieve 
t he pressure and avoid criticism, showing more concern for 
the welfare of the agency than for the welfare of the parks 
it is supposed to be protecting. 

Craighead also charges that NPS has put a stop to his 
research in Yellowstone, because his recommendations conflict 
with NPS policy. This is especially serious because the only 
way in which we can work out satisfactory long- term management 
policies is by getting a better understanding of whatever it 
is that we are managing. 

The whole attitude of NPS (and other agencies) toward 
outside research in the areas they administer probably needc 
reexamination. Some types of research clearly ara inappro­
priate in parks and wilderness areas, and any type of 
research should be conducted under supervision to safeguard 
the park, the visitors, and the researchers themselves. 
However, research should not be limited for the convenience 
of the agency or to suppress criticism of the agency. 



-2 -

I have had a bit of a brush with agency regulations 
myself. Two years ago I wanted to collect mice in 
Everglades National Park, in connection with a research 
project that I was vmrki11g on. The Park Service people 
were glad to cooperate but they said that according to 
regulations only government employees were permi·tted to 
collect vertebrates in the parks. To do my trapping I 
would have to become an unpaid temporary gover nment 
employee, and to do this I would have to have some sort 
of security clearance. 

I had a Top Secret clearance long ago, where it 
mattered, but the idea of needing a clearance to trap 
mice seemed absurd. I considered taking it up with 
the ACLU, but dropped the matter when the Everglades 
officials decided that I would not have to be an 
employee if I trapped the niice alive and released them 
after making my observations. Apparent ly trapping mice 
dead involved national secu'.t'ity but trapping them alive 
did not. Since then the concept of national security 
has been broadened to include many things no one e ver 
knew were covered, and per haps today I would not even 
be able to trap mice alive in a park without a clearance. 

I hope that the House Interior Committee will look 
into the Yellowstone grizzly situation and also the 
policies of Interior agencies toward outside research. 

Sinoerely yours, 

Dr. Walter Sheppe 
Assoc . Professor of Biology 

WS / nb 
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C O LE NEUROLOGICAL ASSOCIATES, P.C. 
MALVIN COLE, M.D . 

246 SOUTH WASH I NGTON 

CASPER , W YOMING 82601 

October 3, 1973 

Dr . Frank C. Craighead, Jr . 
Kelly, Wyoming 83011 

Dear Dr . Craighead: 

I would like to express my gratitude and appreciation for the recent 
candid interview which you gave to National Wildlife in the October­
November issue of 1973 . It is a pleasure to find someone who is not 
only not afraid to find the truth but to tell the truth . Of course~ 
the buneaucratic supression of data so as to "not to rock the boat" 
permeates not only the thinking of our directors of parks but of 
our military and of our highest levels of government. 

Once again may I thank you for your excellent studies of behavior 
and for your fearlessness in speaking out . Perhaps someone will 
listen before our grizzly population is destroyed . With very best 
regards and many thanks . 

MC/mp 
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