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FEASTING ON LIFE

The American appetites of a girl from Whattier.
BY JOAN ACOCELLA

the night and asked me which

piece of writing by M. F. K. Fisher I
liked best, I would probably say the chap-
ter on making meals during blackouts in
“How to Cook a Wolf,” a book published
during the Second World War. Fisher
takes the problem seriously. Don't curse
God and die, she says. Cheer up! You can
feed that family with no fresh foods, no
electricity, no gas, no light, and no convic-
tion that you'll be alive tomorrow.

Let’s see. “Now would be a good time
to get out the old chafing dish.” Do your
cooking during the day, while there is still
light. Lay in a “blackout cupboard” of
prepared foods, including, she says—with
what must have been a major gut-clench-
ing, for she was a great gourmet—"cheeses
in glass.” Yes, Cheez Whiz, or whatever it
was called in 1942. “In a time of peril and
unspoken fear,” she explains, cheese, any
cheese, is “an anesthetic. . . . Put a little bit
on crackers, or on crisp toast if your oven
is still working. Try it on a tired factory
worker some day, or a nervous neighbor,
with a glass of milk if possible or a cup of
tea, and watch the unfolding of a lot of
spiritual tendrils that were drawn up into a
tight heedless tangle.”

I missed the Second World War and
can only pretend to picture in my mind
the things I read in Primo Levi, for exam-
ple. But in this image of a woman holding
out Cheez Whiz on a cracker to a neigh-
bor whose son is late coming home from
the munitions factory, I get as close as I
ever will to knowing what the war was
like for those who survived it.

The moral beauty of Fisher’s writing
is not easy to talk about, because such a
fuss has been made over it. Fisher pub-
lished her first book in 1937 and for the
next twenty-five years had only a modest
readership. Then, in the sixties and sev-
enties, her small craft was suddenly borne
aloft on the upheavals of that era: the
food revolution, the sexual revolution, the

IF you woke me up in the middle of

women’s movement, all of them doubly
strong in her home state of California.
She became a hero, a prophet of the
food/sex sacramentalism of the period.
Today, six years after her death, her cult
still flourishes. Seventeen of her twenty-

six books are still, or back, in print, in-
cluding a few that needn’t be. And that’s
not counting the spinoffs. Last year, we
got “A Welcoming Life: The M. F. K.
Fisher Scrapbook” (Counterpoint; $35),
with countless photographs of her—
wineglass in hand—flanked by nuggety
quotes from her writings. Now, from the
same publisher, we have “A Life in Let-
ters: Correspondence 1929-1991” ($35),
five hundred pages long.

One thing the letters tell us is how be-
wildered she was by the sudden attention
she received in her late years, and how re-
sistant to the politics behind it. The food
revolution receives tart comment (“I do
dislike huge piles of sprouts in things”).
Ditto feminism. Like other freethinking
women of her generation—Doris Les-
sing, Mary McCarthy—she had misgiv-
ings about her jackbooted legatees. Most
of all, she disliked the sex angle, the idea

that she was the one who initiated the

“sensuous gourmet” trend in food writ-
ing. Actually, she probably did initiate it.
She spoke often of the pleasures of the
flesh, in such a way as to indicate that she
didn’t just mean eating, and occasionally
she unloaded a full, hundred-pound sen-
tentia on the subject, as in her foreword
to “The Gastronomical Me,” in 1943.
People often asked her, she said, why she
chose to be a food writer—why she didnt
write about “the struggle for power and
security, and about love, the way others
do.” And her answer was: “It seems to me
that our three basic needs, for food and
security and love, are so mixed and min-
gled and entwined that we cannot
straightly think of one without the oth-
ers. So it happens that when I write about
hunger I am really writing about love and
the hunger for it, and warmth and the
love of it and the hunger for it...and
then the warmth and richness and fine
reality of hunger satisfied . .. and it is all
one.” (Ellipses hers.)

These Khalil Gibran-like words have
been quoted again and again—they are the
theme song of the Fisher cult—but they
represent her poorly. She thought and
wrote better than that, as one can find out
by going back to her books. Now one can
go to the letters, too. As they reveal, food
and security and love were not her only
basic needs. She had a fourth one: writing.
Furthermore, food and security and love
were not all one. Food was easier to get.

ARY FRANCES KENNEDY, who later
married Alfred Fisher, was born

in Albion, Michigan, in 1908. When she
was two, the family moved to Califor-
nia—to the Quaker town of Whittier,
where Richard Nixon, whose favorite
dish was cottage cheese and ketchup, was
growing up at the same time. She adored
California, and, like other artists born or,
more often, transplanted there (Isadora
Duncan, Martha Graham), she regarded ¢
it as a fundamental source of her identity. &
“I really started to be me somewhere
there,” she said. The family lived outside
town, on a ranch with an orchard and
chickens and a pig and a cow and a horse
named Hi-Ho Silver. She embraced the
bright air, the black soil, and these things
gave her the courage to rebel against her
family’s low-church attitudes, at least in
the kitchen. She was a gourmet from
childhood: on the cook’s night off, she
made dinner. She was also a journalist
from childhood: her father, a fourth-gen-

eration newspaperman, was the owner £
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M. E K. Fisher (opposite) in New York in 1945. And Wayne Thiebaud's Appetizers,” from the 1994
edition of Brillat-Savarin’s “The Physiology of Taste,” translated by Fisher in 1949.
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and editor of the Whittier News, and by
the time she was a teen-ager he had her
subbing for the gardening and society
columnists—even the sportswriter—
when they went on vacation.

Like so many good writers, she was an
indifferent student, and, no doubt, it was
partly to get out of having to finish college
that in 1929 she married Al Fisher, a
young academic. Soon they took off for
Dijon, he to write his dissertation, she to
take art classes, and she fell in love with
France—a passion that would remain
with her for the rest of her life. In a letter
to her sister Anne, age nineteen, she de-
scribes the natives:

French people eat the most intricate en-
trails of everything from the horse to the
snail; they have perfectly awful table man-
ners, mop up their CFlates after each course
with a piece of bread, change napkins once a
week, and have little supports on which you
put your knife and forE after a course; the
men go casually into any of the fifty thou-
sand open-air johnnies that seem to line the
streets, and then spend half a block noncha-
lantly buttoning up their trousers.

In a letter to her brother David, age ten,
she tells how a French sommelier opens a
bottle of wine:

Drawing the cork is a great ceremony—
waiters cluster around the wine-master, and
the man who has ordered it listens anxiousl:
to see if the pop sounds right. Then the corﬁ
is waved under his nose, and he sniffs it
loudly. Finally the wine is poured, still in the
cradle, into his glass, and he sips it slowly and
with the most amazing noises. The waiters
and the wine-master watch his face to see if

he likes it, and finally go away.

She was twenty-one. She was a writer al-
ready; she just didn’t know it.

Nor, beyond letter-writing, did she try
it until about five years later, when she
began to think of leaving Al. She knew
she would need money, so she started
writing magazine pieces. Soon she fell in
love with a friend, Dillwyn Parrish, a
painter from a family of painters. (IMax-
field Parrish was a cousin of his.) She
went off to live with him in Switzerland,
and now she discovered something: sex.
As comes out very gradually in the let-
ters, this was not part of her relationship
with Al. The son of a Presbyterian min-
ister, he was “frightened and repelled by
the actual physical act of love.” With
Parrish it was different. He uncorked her.
They gardened, they picnicked, they
talked for hours on end. He painted, she
wrote; she became a writer at last. They
made love. This went on for a year. In
1938, Dillwyn developed an embolism
in his leg, and the leg was amputated,

ok |
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M= F K. FISHER

but the pain didn’t go away. Soon his
condition was diagnosed as Buerger’s

disease, a fatal circulatory disorder. They Vt
moved back to the United States and got e

martied, but they had no hope. “He can' It’s awe-inspiring—and somewhat humbling—to realize that virtually

walk a.t all L{‘nle.ss I hOI_d h1m, she wrpte anything at all in our limitless shared universe can serve as grist for the writer’s

fo 3 fr.lend. .HIS |t terrible to think creative mill, from the farthest star to the smallest insect.

of.” Finally, in 1941, after three years of PEST CONTROL deals, in large part, with

anguish, he killed himself. e the latter. Bill Fitzhugh’s comic suspense novel
Fisher’s life went into a tailspin. A year - tells the story of an exterminator from Queens who

after Dillwyn’s suicide, her brother David 28 distributes a flyer advertising his services and

also committed suicide, the night before : o inadvertently gets mixed up in the world of

he was to go into the Army. The year international assassination-for-hire. Soon he’s

after that, Fisher gave birth to an illegiti- : : running for his life from a Bolivian terminator, a

mate child—her first daughter, Anne. ! killer cowboy, meat-headed CIA agents, cabbies

(She told everyone the child was adopted. " packing serious heat, and the world’s best assassin,

She never revealed who the father was.) a soft-hearted executioner named Klaus. If Woody

Thoe years after that, on a trip v N Allen ever decides tg direct an Arnold ;

York, she met a dashing book editor, Schwar.zenegger det.lon movie, the result might be

Donald Friede, and though e ieni something very similar to Mr. Fitzhugh’s funny

; d fast- d tall tale.
never to have trusted him—he had al- et U e ; e
The awakening of the creative human spirit is

ready been through five wives—within E the subject of SOUL BETWEEN THE LINES by
two weeks she becamﬂe the sixth. (She ‘ writer, interfaith minister, and T
telegraphed a friend: “I ACCIDENTALLY artist Dorothy Randall Gray. Her book draws on everything
GOT MARRIED SATURDAY TO DONALD from meditation, mythology, and Motown to Native American 9
FRIEDE.”) In 1946, she had his baby, her and African spirituality, offering exercises, rituals, and 7 S T
second daughter, Mary. But before long affirmations that can inspire the reader to creatively seize the 2! 1 Y l
Friede’s publishing career was in ruins, moment, and thereby profoundly and positively alter his or
and he was in the throes of a mental her life.
breakdown. In 1951, she divorced him, HEAVENLY KNOWLEDGE is the new work of
after six years of marriage. astrophysicist/musician Dr. Fiorella Terenzi. There is
She remained unbroken. From 1937 nothing dry and inaccessible about Dr. Terenzi’s universe.
to 1949, th-rough grief and hell, she pub— Hers—and ours—is an eminently sensual cosmos, which

lichedinine bock 1 guess we Sould sh‘e expk.)ms Wltb humamty and heart, as she opens our
pause e e minds with erudite science and personal observation to the

. beauty and music surrounding our world, and to our place
became a writer once she had become a Y & B

sexual being. But a minute is enough. R
Twenty-nine was not a late age for a
woman of her generation to be publish-
ing her first book, and, as I 'said., she S AVON BOOKS
needed money. The notable thing is not The Hoorst oot
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tier—a conservative town where she no
longer felt comfortable—cooking, clean-
ing, running around after her daughters,
and watching her father, who was dying
of pulmonary fibrosis, hawk up phlegm
and spit it into the fireplace. She had no
one to talk to. She began having spells of
depression and, if I read her correctly,
severe anxiety attacks. She began seeing
a psychiatrist.

During this whole period, she wrote
next to nothing, apart from columns, in-
cluding her father’s, for the Whittier Vews.
(This was part of the deal. As long as she
was there to help with the paper, he didn't
have to sell it, though he was far too old
and sick to run it.) She stopped think-
ing of herself as a writer. Rather, as she
wrote to Norah, she was “a genteel has-
been now and then asked to speak ten min-
utes at an arty tea.” This state of mind con-
tinued long past her father’s death, in 1953.
She who had published nine books in
twelve years brought out not a single new
book in the twelve years after she moved
into her father’s house. Those who lament
the dissolution of the American family—
kids with no way to get to Girl Scouts,
aging parents put into nursing homes—
should remember what it was that kept the
American family together: women'’s blood.

NCE Fisher’s father had died, she
moved to St. Helena, in the Napa
Valley—a region she loved—and learned
to be happy again: “I stand dreaming at
the windows. The vineyards are waist-
high with wild mustard now. We walk
along the little roads, humming and lis-
tening to the birds, with mimosa in our
topknots.” The rest of her life was spent in
the Napa and Sonoma Valleys, with occa-
sional stays in Switzerland or her beloved
France. She had a few affairs, including
one with Arnold Gingrich, the editor of
Esquire and an important figure in the
New York magazine world. He was mar-
ried, but it seems they had fun for a time.
She never again thought of herself as hav-
ing a major talent—or, if she did, such
thoughts were quickly displaced by the
daughters, the dogs, the cats, and the end-
less parade of guests whom she loved to
cook for. As she wrote to a friend in 1947,
she wanted to be a good writer, “but I also
want children and love and stress and
panic and in the end I am too tired to
write with the nun-like ascetic self-denial
and concentration it takes.”
Actually, after her dry spell between
1949 and 1961, she published fourteen

more books, including “Map of Another
Town” (1964), on Aix-en-Provence; “A
Considerable Town” (1978), on Mar-
seilles; “As They Were” (1982), a mem-
oir; and “Sister Age” (1983), on old age.
Yet she never ceased to speak slightingly
of her work. Her best book, she decided,
was “A Cordiall Water,” on home reme-
dies: “It is a rather comforting little
book, the kind to be read on an air-trip
or during childbirth maybe.”

She grew old early, and seems to have
wanted to. She had a consuming interest
in aging. (She was in her twenties when
she began collecting the materials for
“Sister Age,” published when she was
seventy-four.) The years were not kind
to her. By her sixties, she had severe
arthritis, so that eventually she could
neither type nor write by hand, and had
to dictate her work to a secretary. By her
seventies, her eyesight was going, and
she had Parkinson’s, which also affected
her voice. Now she had to whisper her
work to the secretary. Still, she was a
fine, grouchy old lady. When her friends
whined about their problems, she told
them to shape up. When she got tired of
family Christmases, she bowed out, and
spent the day listening to records and
drinking a bottle of champagne by her-
self. Always plainspoken, she became
more so. The people who had her to
dinner on February 19, 1970, are not
going to be happy to learn what she
thought of their “turd-like sausages” and
“meaningless vinaigrette.”

These are superb letters—long, meaty,
intimate, conversational. You can practi-
cally hear her breathing. And they remind
us of her faithfulness to reality, her ability to
let things stay mixed and strange—to let
them grow at the edges and stay loose in
the center. This is one of the glories of her
books. I am thinking, for example, of the
great chapter in “Map of Another Town
where she describes the cavalcade of dis-
astrous housemaids—“nitwits, sick old
whores and dipsomaniacs”™—who trooped
through her pension in Aix: Marie-Claude,
so blind that she drove her bicycle into a
truck; Marie-Claire, like Rochester’s wife.
In each case, amid the hilarity of the por-
trait, we get an account of what that
woman endured during the Occupation,
but there is no lifting of the hilarity. The
chapter is like a little Mozart opera—a
comedy with a tragedy buried in it.

This play of contrasts made her, at
times, a very strange food writer. When
she recalls a wonderful salad eaten on a
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—KAY RyAN

train, she praises the bugs in it almost as
highly as the greens. And here is her por-
trait of the Marseillais:

To me they are attractive, the way a magnet
is: hard, perhaps ruthless but with real scruples
and ethics. I have no desire for physical contact
or any attempt at intimacy with them, but I
love to be near them. I feel that I understand,
at least empathetically, why they are made ex-
actly as they are, short, compact, with small
graceful hands and feet and faces of stone.

Sometimes she pushes the device too
hard, and wears us out. Still, such anti-
sentimentality is the mark of a fine
mind—a higher form of irony—and it
was part of her morality.

Fisher had another great virtue as a
writer—an enormous tact, a sense of
when to end, when to omit—but this
blessing is not present in her letters, be-
cause they are letters. She is writing to
Norah, or Gingrich, or whomever, and is
unloading after a long day. So she tells
them how she had to replace the clutch
in the Caravelle and what she wore to
the restaurant and who ordered what.
Some of this should have been cut. And
when she, like the rest of us, uses the
same joke on three different correspon-
dents, things should have been arranged
so that we would encounter it only once.
The editors—Norah Barr (the beloved
sister), Marsha Moran (the secretary to
whom she whispered her late works),
and Patrick Moran (“a close family
friend,” the press release says)—were too
indulgent. We also need many more
footnotes. But never mind. This is a
priceless book: a whole life, a serious life,
eighty-four years long. You come out of
it tired, as she did, and, like her, not nec-
essarily smarter (“I don't feel very wise”),
but less alone. ¢
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THE PEOPLE'S GETTY

How the city on a hill became a magnet for the masses.
BY PAUL GOLDBERGER

T is a paradox of Southern Califor-
nia that you have to remove your-
self from the city to have an ur-

ban experience—or at least an upbeat
one. You get in your car and drive
a long distance on the freeway so that

Visitors have come to the Getty on foot, by
Rollerblade, by bus, and by bicycle.

you can walk around Disneyland, and
who wouldn't rather stroll along Disney’s
Main Street U.S.A. than in downtown
Los Angeles? People throng to City-
Walk, at Universal Studios, which is a
kind of theme park masquerading as a
city street; in Beverly Hills, people come
to play city at 2 Rodeo Drive, a shopping
mall that is a stage-set version of a Euro-
pean street, its cobblestones rising gently
over convenient underground parking.

The planners of the Getty Center,
the billion-dollar complex of six build-
ings high atop a hill in the Brentwood
section of Los Angeles, did not intend
their work to be the latest addition to
this list of alluring fantasy environments,
but that is what it has become. In 1984,
when the Getty Trust commissioned the
architect Richard Meier to design this
immense project, the goal was to create a
campus for the display, conservation, and
study of high art, housed in buildings as

serious in their architectural ambition as

the Getty would be in its scholarly mis-
sion. The Getty was not intended as a pop-
ulist enterprise. Indeed, during the fif-
teen years of planning and construction,
it was widely criticized as being the op-
posite—an élitist palace that would look
down upon culture-starved
Los Angeles with disdain.

And then, in December,
the Getty opened, and the
place that was supposed to be
where California got a dose
of serious culture has turned
out to be, instead, where
serious culture gets a dose
of California. The most as-
tonishing thing about the
Getty could not be seen dur-
ing the months of private
pre-opening V. I.P. tours, and
that is the way in which the
public has embraced what
was supposed to have re-
pelled it. The surging crowds,
more than double what the
planners had projected, have redefined
the Getty as one of those Southern Cal-
ifornia monuments in which a fantasy
environment becomes the setting for a
kind of enthusiastic, if ersatz, urban life.

The crowds frequently reach more
than ten thousand a day. They wait pa-
tiently in line at the bottom of the hill for
the white tramcars that will take them on
a four-minute ride to the summit. (As at
San Simeon and at Disneyland, automo-
biles are kept far away, so as not to spoil
the purity of the stage set.) The crowds
emerge onto a plaza that is the weakest
part of Meier’s design, but they swarm
eagerly across it, buying cappuccinos, sit-
ting at little café tables, and staring at
Meier’s sprawling compositions of glass,
enamel panels, and stone as if they were
looking not at high American corporate
modernism but at a piazza in Tuscany.

Meier’s style is a kind of romantic
modernism, serious in intent, almost al-
ways beautiful in design and execution,

GERARD NICOLAS
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Pheasants of the Mind by Datus C. Proper

(New York: Prentice-Hall, 1990. 154 pages, $18.95)
Review by Bill Baines
% uthor Datus Proper connects pheasant hunting
") with myth in the form of the quest, one of man's
most enduring and powerful mythic patterns, a
pattern which informs much, if not most, of the
wiosl dislioreatestiandBollides crltte nature sl hiis
connection begins in the introduction: "Hunting is
not fiction, but it happens in the mind. It is the
oldest and youngest thing in the world. It feels like
dawn."

If that doesn't put you off, and if you would
trathemhuntionctbirdithantsh oo tfmanytyastreac
awaits you in Pheasants of the Mind. '"Pheasants" is
really two books. Making that judgement happens
easier than breaking the book in two, however. In
the mythic conceit, each bird becomes a quest and
hunting clothesarmoer: " Ehat!s one book  "Ini the
other, Proper conveys "real" information about dogs
and guns and recipes, information that the reader
will value for itself. If you've guessed by now that
Datus Proper this book fits easily into no sporting writing niche,

aidalis o e you've got the idea. Neither poem nor how-to-
where-to, it is both, interwoven in the style and flow of fine conversation.

That many lines--too many for a brief review--beg to be pulled from the text and cited indicates
a rich union of reflection and word that few modern outdoor books have. For this reason, Proper's
book, like his old Woodward side-by-side, will not appeal to all pheasant hunters. The person
who will enjoy "Pheasants" will be

he or she for whom hunting is "of the g FyTt o V C ,,E., o
mind," an activity that brings joy . ' a A A IOE‘
even when open season is months : : ...a consulting booking service for
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577. The Pictorial Museum of Sport & Adventure: being a record of daring & marvelous
escapes, by field &flood. 4to - Earle, Boston - nd (circa 1880) - 508p - illustrated with 120 b/w
engravings & 8 color plates + a color title page with a lion’s head vignette by Landseer - covers
a tremendous range: hunting lion, elephant, chamois, grizzly, etc - stories of man-eating tigers,
eagles, crocodiles, etc - descriptions of seals & salmon, sturgeon fisheries, trout & char, a day’s
fishing in Michigan & lots more - residue of tape on inner front hinge - blue cloth with an ornate
pictorial scene decorated in silver & gilt (a fabulous binding!) - aeg - VG+ $60.00

578. PIKE, WARBURTON - Through The Sub-Arctic Forest. Arno, Abercrombie & Fitch Library,
NY - 1967 reprint of the 1896 edition - 295p - illustrated + two foldout maps - a classic of the
Northwest - down the Yukon River in Canada in 1887 - VG $20.00

579. PINCHER, CHAPMAN - A Study of Fish. Duell Sloan & Pearce, NY - 1948 1% ed - 343p -
drawings by author - 309 fish from all over the world are described - hundreds of strange &
memorable scientific facts are disclosed - bookplate of Luis Marden - DJ VG $ 25.00

580. PINCKNEY, FRANK - The Tarpon: or silver king. square 12mo - Angler’s Publishing, NY -
1888 1* ed - 66p + 8p ads for Florida fishing resorts, Vom Hofe tackle, etc - illustrated + large
three-color foldout map - blue/gray cloth with gilt title & silver tarpon on cover - the cloth appears
to be glazed as it is shiny - still a very rare book in VG condition $1200.00

581. PITMAN, IAN - And Clouds Flying: a book of wildfowl. Faber, London - 1947 1% ed - 152p -
2 color plates & drawings by Peter Scott - mainly a book of memories by this Scottish wildfowler,
who loved to hunt alone with his dog - blue cloth - VG $ 25.00

582. POPOWSKI, BERT - Calling All Varmints. Stackpole, Harrisburg - 1952 1*' ed - 308p -
drawings - the popularity of varmint hunting is on the increase: bobcat, coyote, crow, fox + non-
predatory varmints: woodchuck, rabbit & porcupine - DJ F $25.00

583. PRECHT, DAVE (editor) - Bassmaster’s Best of Lures: a “how-to” treasury. 4to - B.A.S.S.
Montgomery - 1989 1° ed - 352p - profusely illustrated with color & b/w photos + drawings - a
good lure reference + filled with the history of the sport & it’s tackle - black glossy binding with
‘Color paste-down of a bass taking a lure - aeg - VF $ 35.00

; 584. PROPER, DATUS C. - Pheasants of The Mind: a hunter's search for a mythic bird.

Prentice Hall, NY - 1990 1% ptg - 154p - illustrated by Eldridge Hardy - explores the wonders of
nature, the art of the hunt & the glory of the English language + a witty, insightful guide to the

_selection of a loyal bird dog - a great book - DJ F $ 25.00

85. (-) What The Trout Said: about the design of trout flies & other mysteries. Knopf, NY - 1982
1% ed - drawings by Bill Elliott + 4 color photos of flies - intro by Vince Marinaro who says, “how |
would have cherished a book like this in my formative years” (and Vince was tight with his
praise) - written in the tradition of Halford, Skues, LaBranche, Marinaro, etc - DJ VF $60.00

**WITH ORIGINAL PROSPECTUS***

586. QUACKENBOS, JOHN D. - Geological Ancestors of The Brook Trout: & recent saibling
forms from which evolved. PP by The Anglers’ Club, NY - 1916 limited to 300 numbered &
SIGNED copies (#282) - 50p printed on one side only - portrait frontis + 10 plates of fish, all but
two in color - original green calf with photo inlay & gilt title - one of the better copies we have
ever offered - very light fading to spine else near fine with the original prospectus laid in  $450.00

587. QUINN, TOM - The Working Retrievers: the training, care & handling of retrievers for
hunting & field trials. 4to - Lyons, NY - 1998 2™ ed - 257p - photos & diagrams + a 16p gallery of
color paintings by the author - with a new foreword by Steve Bodio - DJ as new $40.00

TO ORDER PLEASE CALL (914) 234-7543....or....FAX (914) 234-0122
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563. PATTERSON, NEIL - Chalkstream Chronicles: living out the flyfisher's fantasy. Lyons &
Burford, NY - 1995 1% American ed - 296p text + 12p fly charts & drawings - a memoir of a
brave man; quit his job to fish full time - an innovative fly tyer who created many new patterns -
DJ VF $ 35.00

564. PEARCE, MICHAEL - Sporting Clays: expert techniques for every kind of clays course.
Stackpole, Harrisburg - 1991 1% ed - 149p - photos - all you need to get started or get better -
DJ as new $ 18.00

565. PEPER, ERIC & JIM RICKHOFF (editors) - Fishing Moments of Truth. Winchester, NY -
1973 1% ed - 207p - illustrated by Milton Weiler - a collection of 22 stories: Steve Raymond, Lee
Waulff, Dana Lamb, Art Flick, Schwiebert, Haig-Brown, etc - F in VG+ DJ $25.00

566. PEQUEGNOT, JEAN-PAUL - Erench Fishing Flies. Lyons, NY - 1987 1 American ed -
125p - drawings - translated from the first edition in French by Robert A. Chino with a new
introduction by Datus Proper - not just patterns, but how the flies work in the stream + the
techniques he uses in fishing them - DJ VF $25.00

567. PERRY, OLIVER HAZARD - Hunting Expeditions of Oliver Hazard Perry: as recorded in
the diaries kept from 1836 through 1855. St Huberts Press, DeForest (WI) - 1994 facsimile
edition limited to 100 numbered copies SIGNED by the editor - edited with intro & notes by John
E. Howard - illustrated - the first edition was privately printed in 1899 & is rare - the daily
adventures of this mid-nineteenth century deer slayer in the forests of northern Michigan + elk &
wild turkey hunting - gilt-stamped brown leather with photo onlay - aeg - as new $150.00

568. Another - as above - the trade ed - gilt-stamped brown cloth - as new $45.00

569. PETERSON, EDWIN LEWIS - No Life So Happy. Dodd Mead, NY - 1940 1*' ed - 221p -
drawings by William Schaldach - a marvelous fly fishing story about going after the “big one™ - a
well written book - F+ $ 50.00

570. PETZEL, DAVID E. - The Expert's Book of Upland Bird & Waterfowl Hunting. Simon &
Schuster, NY - 1975 1% ed - 315p - photos - Evans on woodcock, Brady on wild turkey, Taylor
on goose shooting + quail, pheasant, grouse, bird dogs, etc - DJ F $15.00

571. PHILLIPS, ARCHIE & BUBBA (love that name!) - How to Mount Deer: for profit or fun. 4to -
Stackpole, Harrisburg - 1980 -128p - photos & diagrams - a guide to trophy taxidermy the easy,
inexpensive way - now, you just have to get your deer - here, the problem is they may get us
first - F in VG DJ - $20.00

572. PHILLIPS, ARTHUR S. - My Wilderness Friends. 12mo - PP at Munroe Press, Fall River -
1910 - 81p - photos - the author was president of the Quequechan Fish & Game Club - fishing &
hunting in New Brunswick & Quebec with some cantankerous guides - original green cloth -
SIGNED by the author - VG+ - rare $200.00

573. PHILLIPS, JAMES H. - Undercover Wildlife Agent: the casebook of federal conservation
officer, Robert O. Halstead. Winchester, Tulsa - 1981 1% ptg - 108p - illustrated - the adventures
of a game warden - his exploits are equally fascinating & sometimes frightening - DJ F  $ 15.00

***A PRISTINE COPY***

574. PHILLIPS, JOHN C. - A Sportsman’s Scrapbook. Houghton Mifflin, Boston - 1928 1*' ed -
212p - illustrated by A.L. Ripley - stories of grouse & duck shooting, moose & chamois hunting &
two stories on trout fishing - VF in VF Ripley illustrated DJ $150.00

575. PICKERING, H.G. - Neighbors Have My Ducks. 12mo - Derrydale Press, NY - 1937 limited
to 227 numbered & SIGNED copies (#95) - 47p - illustrated by Harry L. Timmins - Long Island
duck hunting experiences - maroon cloth with gilt title & decor - VF $500.00

576. Another - as above - (#29) spine lightly sunned else F $400.00
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BOOKS ON WYOMING WILDLIFE AND THE

ENVIRONMENT

Up on the River

written by John Madson, $16.95, published by The Lyons Press, 123 West 18 Street,

I'm the first to admit that the
Wyoming high country doesn’t
have much in common with the
upper Mississippi River, the
subject of John Madson'’s Up on
the River. But readers of Wyoming
Wildlife have had the chance to
savor John Madson’s writing
over many years, and judging
from the reaction, many of you
admire his work.

Before his death in 1995,
Madson wrote for National
Geographic, Smithsonian, Audubon,
National Wildlife, Field & Stream,
Outdoor Life, and most of the rest
of the nation’s premier maga-
zines on natural history and
outdoor sports. Several years
ago, he was introduced to a
woman at a meeting who asked
what i ving. He

sed for a second, then T
lied, “Mostly, I write rare
books.”

TRey are rare, in more w.

i allgrass
prairie, Where the Sky Began, is
generally regarded as the best
popular work on the subject. This
volume and Up On the River both
drew aclaim from a host of
critics. When it first appeared,
The New York Times said that Up
On the River is “a song of love to
a mighty river.” Outside maga-
zine described it as “a sturdy and
witty book that does honor to its
subject. . . . There are characters
and anecdotes that Twain himself
might wish he’d written.”

Characters indeed. Like John
Peacock, the dealer in freshwater
pearls. Or Charley Gibbs, com-
mercial fisherman and master of
buffalo chowder. Or Joe Martelle,
one of the last of the dying breed
of clammers, men who dredged

March 2001

New York, NY 10011; www.lyonspress.com

Up on the River

With the People and Wildlife of
the Upper Mississippi

JoHN MADSON

freshwater mussels off the river
bottom and sold them to button
manufacturers by the ton. Or
Three-Finger George Kaufman,
the game warden, fifty-year
veteran of the river beat.

“Whatever their calling, they
all shared a common and con-
suming interest in things river-
ine,” Madson writes— “whether
the ducks were moving, who
was having the best catches of
fish or fur, what towboat had run
its barges aground, who was
finding mushrooms out on the
island, and whether the River
was rising or falling..... .
never meet one who is sour or
bitter; that kind is more likely to
‘be found ashore, probably well
inland, out of sight of the River,
with no interests but his own
aches and pains.”

“Winding through this collec-
tion of hard-bitten outdoor folk
is the River itself. Madson traces
the history of the upper Missis-

I almost

sippi, the gigantic waterfall that
once thundered into a 200-foot
gorge in a place that would
become downtown St. Paul, and
later on the mile-wide river
“whose waters are as transparent
as those of a mountain spring.”
Then the modern River “on
August afternoons when water
and sun flow together like
molten brass, the January days
under white skies and a wind of
searing cold with the long boom-
ing howl of thirty-inch ice ex-
panding across the great river
pools, and transition seasons of
gentleness and beauty: that
special world of mud, scour
holes, wild orchids, yorky nuts
and fine pearls, of crowfoot bars,
trammel nets and heron rooker-
ies.” He tells of a trapper on ice
skates racing a river otter under
a crystalline sheet of backwater
ice. And giant fish— eight-foot
sturgeon, 200-pound paddlefish,
hundred-pound cats, and John A.
Grindle, the dogfish. Madson’s
discussion of fish leads inevita-
bly to a consideration of sandbar
cuisine. Smoked sturgeon,
walleye, fresh catfish done over a
driftwood fire are all considered
in loving detail. Also the ulti-
mate gourmet item in the river
bottoms: the morel.

“Maybe I'm more stomach
than soul;” Madson writes, “but
‘tome one of the best reasons for

spring coming at all is this

“wrinkled tan cone that grows in
_the damp molds of a bottomland

timber. There’s nothing that can
brighten your eyes and lighten
your step like a mess of butter-
fried morels and fresh fiddler
catfish.”

Up On the River is vintage John
Madson, which is to say, a very
good book for anyone with an
interest in the outdoors or a taste
for the well-turned phrase—

Chris Madson.
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ON THE GROUND

DEPARTMENT PROJECTS ON BEHALF OF WILDLIFE AND

OUTDOOR ENTHUSIASTS

State agencies drop fences for wild animals

The Wyoming Department of
Transportation (WYDOT) is
joining with the Game and Fish
and Agriculture departments to
ease the problem of right-of-way
fencing blocking wildlife
migration during winter.

Game animals, particularly
antelope, can get trapped at fence
lines during storms and be
prevented from reaching areas
where they can better survive
severe weather.

A combination of cold
temperatures and deep snow
makes it difficult for antelope,
which rarely jump fences, to go
under the bottom fence wire, so
herds tend to pack together
against the fence.

Earlier than usual severe cold
and heavy snow have already
created problems in the Sybille
Canyon and Opal areas this year.

Up to 800 antelope were
stacked up in early November on
the south side of Wyoming
Highway 34 about two miles east
of the U.S. Highway 30 junction
north of Laramie. Through the
teamwork of rancher Allen Cook,
WYDOT, and Game and Fish,
fence gates were dropped last
November 7 to allow the
migrating animals to reach their
winter range.

On November 17, WYDOT
gave Game and Fish permission
to drop fence gates where 300 to
400 antelope were congregated
on the west side of Wyoming
Highway 240 about twelve miles
north of Opal.

“Not only was John Eddins
(WYDOT district engineer in
Rock Springs) eager to help out
the antelope in this situation, he
told us he’d help out any way he
could if any other problems
arose,” says Bill Rudd, Game and
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Fish w1ldhfe managemeﬁt
coordinator in Green River.
WYDOT and Game and Fish
have had a working agreement
for the past four years for
dropping fences to deal with
such situations, and officials met

again recently to review the plan.

The two agencies are
developing a critical calling list
of people to contact if quick
action is needed to drop a fence.
The Department of Agriculture
will serve as a liaison with the
agencies and private
landowners.

“We don’t want to do anything
without contacting folks with
private interests in the areas,”
says WYDOT Director Sleeter C.
Dover. “We want them involved
in the solution to these problems.
We have procedures in place, but
the intent is to deal with the
problem as informally as
possible, because we don’t want
to create a new bureaucracy.”

Department of Agriculture
spokesman Don Christianson

says ranchers and farmers
continue to play an important
stewardship role by reporting to
state officials whenever they
notice wildlife along fence lines.

WYDOT state maintenance
engineer Ken Shultz says, if the
problems are handled quickly,
antelope usually move on soon
after the fences are dropped, so
the barriers are down only a
short period of time.

“No one wants to see massive
numbers of game animals dead
along the highways,” Shultz
says.

However, there is no fence
design that will allow every kind
of wildlife to cross under all
conditions, Shultz says, so a
coordinated effort is needed to
respond to unavoidable
problems as they develop.

WYDOT has installed lay-
down fences in known problem
areas. The fences have a release
mechanism allowing a section of
fence to be dropped quickly and
easily.

Wyoming Wildlife
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The pleasures and pitfalls of
accruing a hunting and fishing
library you can call your own.
by Bryan R. Johnson

\ here are men who love out-of-doors,” The-
odore Roosevelt wrote in his autobiogra-
phy, “who yet never open a book; and oth-
er men who love books but to whom the

great book of nature is a sealed volume, and the lines
written therein blurred and illegible. Nevertheless
among those men whom I have known the love of
books and the love of outdoors, in their highest
expressions, have usually gone hand in hand.”

[t's a rare man, indeed, whose love of books hasn’t
led him to want to own them, to build a collection of
books that are old friends. For some, any copy will do
as long as it holds together while being read. Others
delve deeper and become collectors, hunting the tro-
phies that live on shelves. In many ways, collecting

Photographed for Sports Afield by Amos Chan



books can be compared to hunting and fishing: It takes
the patience of flyfishing, the skill of tracking and the
speed of bowhunting. And when a trophy-class volume
has been bagged, the joy can be just as great as that of
landing a giant trout or taking an 8-point buck.
Collecting, as with hunting and fishing, is a matter of
taste. What you collect, how much money you spend,
and how much time you devote to it are entirely up to
you. You can collect books by a single author, such as
Theodore Roosevelt, gathering all of his works or just
those on the outdoors. Or you can collect books on a
specific subject; someone concen-
trating on bowhunting, for exam-
ple, might collect volumes on
American Indian bows and hunt-
ing techniques, the English bow or
Fred Bear. Novels, too (such as
James Waillard Schultz’s classic
With the Indians in the Rockies, in
which two young boys, alone and
weaponless in the mountains dur-
ing the winter, learn to arm
themselves with homemade
bows to survive), are a fine
addition to any library.
A collector may also
choose to gather books on a
particular animal. Hunting
the rhinoceros by way of
books, for example, could
take you from Conrad Ges-
ner’s Historiae Animalium of
1551 (which includes a
beautiful woodcut by Al-
brecht Diirer), through Sir
Winston Churchill’s My Afri-
can Journey (1908), to the more
scientific The Wild Mammals of
Malaya and Offshore Islands, In-
cluding Singapore by Lord Medway
(1969).
Another approach is to collect
books on a specific geographic
area. Hunting and fishing in the
northern Rockies is a subject that
can provide a lifetime of collecting
pleasure. On a smaller scale, there
are enough books on the Serengeti

fishes that are common to the British Isles on large
sheets of handmade paper, with the text printed on let-
terpress. -

Everyone has his own style of collecting. You may go
all out and include every title that even mentions the
subject you're interested in, or amass only the most
important books. Be warned, though, that few collectors
ever “complete” their library. Much of the pleasure of
book collecting, like that of hunting and fishing, is in
the act as well as in the trophy. However you decide, the
best way to begin collecting is to begin.

Bookdealers

Start haunting a few bookstores
that specialize in the outdoors or
that at least have good sections on
the subject. One way to find book-
stores in your area is to look in the
yellow pages under “Book Dealers,
Used & Rare.” Call up a few places
and ask them if they deal in books
on the outdoors. Don’t be afraid to
browse; in bookstores you can look
all day, not buy a thing, and still
come out ahead.

Don’t limit yourself to local
dealers, either. There is a national
organization of bookdealers called
the Antiquarian Booksellers Asso-
ciation of America (ABAA) that

issues a membership directory
complete with 400 listed deal-
ers, an index by specialty and
another by location. Call or

" write, and they’ll be happy to
B, send you a free copy. Another
& source of information is AB

lished in two parts. Part

one has a list of dealers,
including some not men-
tioned in the ABAA direc-

tory. It costs $10, but
almost every large library has

a copy you can look at. Final-

ly, there are several magazines
that are published specifically for
book collectors. These are Book
Collector, American Book Collector

to make a good-size collection.
Although the subject of the
book may be one reason to collect
it, the physical appearance of the
volume can be appreciated as well.
Early leather bindings, 19th-cen-
tury cloth bindings decorated with gold and color illus-
trations, and even some 20th-century dust jackets make
attractive displays on bookshelves. A collection needn’t
be restricted to older books, either; some current publi-

cations deserve space on a collector’s shelves, particular-
ly if they are finely printed limited editions. A strikingly
beautiful example is The Sporting Fishes of the Bhitish Isles.
Published by Chevington Press in an edition limited to
100 copies, the book includes hand-printed etchings of

You may collect books by a favorite
author; on a particular animal; or about
a specific geographic area.

and, for those interested in fine,
hand-printed limited-edition vol-
“umes, Fine Print. All of these
include advertisements for dealers
(addresses of these sources are
listed at the end of the article).
Remember that dealers and bookstores that don’t nec-
essarily specialize in books on the outdoors may still have
some books you'd want to own. If you're interested in
books on African hunting, for example, a dealer who
specializes in African art and anthropology may have a
few safari books from the 19th century tucked away
somewhere.
Pick a few dealers that look interesting, then write
(Continued on page 107)
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Outdoor Books

(Continued from page 78)
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them and ask to be placed on their mailing
list. They'll be happy to have a new cus-
tomer and rarely charge for their catalogs
(although they will often drop you from
their mailing list if you don’t buy any books
from them in a year or two). If you already
know what you want to collect, mention it
to them and ask them to keep a lookout for
anything that falls within that subject.

Shop around and look at as many deal-
ers’ catalogs as you can. I've found it
extremely beneficial to deal regularly with
one or two stores. It takes time, though;
you don’t so much choose a dealer as dis-
cover one.

Auctions

Auctions are another source for good
books. Three of the largest and most active
auction houses in the United States are
Sotheby’s, Christie’s and Swann’s. Al-
though the first two are well known for
selling very expensive art and antiques (in-
cluding the occasional Gutenberg Bible),
they also have books that sell for reason-
able prices. Every once in a while they
have an auction devoted to books on the
outdoors (usually titled “Sporting Books”),
and other sales often include books of
interest to outdoor collectors. They do
charge for their catalogs (which are usually

Accuracy

Sporting Goods dealers.

worth keeping as reference works), but
they send out free schedules of upcoming
sales from which you can order only those
catalogs that interest you.

The catalogs have estimates for what the
books will sell for (or “fetch,” in auction
parlance), but these are not always accu-
rate. You should bid only what you feel the
book is worth. Remember that in addition
to the knockdown price, you will also have
to pay a percentage to the house, plus sales
tax (if the auction is held in your state or if
you pick the book up in person), plus pack-
ing and shipping charges if they send the
book to you. Even with all of these extra

costs, it is possible to get a bargain through /

auction—as long as you're careful and/
don’t get carried away by the excitement of |
the moment. If you are unable to attend|
the auction, most houses have a system of
mail bids whereby you send in a form stat-
ing the maximum amount you wish to bid.

Unless you have had experience at auc-
tions, however, you might want to consid-
er having a book dealer act as your agent.
The dealer will handle the paperwork,
examine the book, advise you on the max-
imum amount you should pay, and get the
book to you. He'll charge for this service,
of course (usually about 10 percent of the
auction price), but only if the bid is suc-
cessful.

Prices
According to the theory of free enter-

Sports Afield October 1986

At the range it's a convenience. In the field it's a necessity.

Zeiss scopes are engineered and built with the kind of precision that
means when you make a %2 inch change in windage or elevation, that's
what you get. No more. No less. Repeatable, accurate adjustment is just
one of the many superior features that make Zeiss the preferred scope
among the world’s most experienced hunters. Available at quality

Zeiss. A tradition of excellence WestGemany

For a copy of our brochure write Zeiss Sport Optics, 1015 Commerce Street, Petersburg, VA 23803

prise, something is “worth” what someone
is willing to pay for it. Bookselling is about
as pure a form of free enterprise as there is
these days. A book’s rarity and condition
enter into the pricing, but otherwise it’s a
matter of what the market will bear.

Just because a book is sold by a rare book
dealer or in an auction, don’t assume that
it will be particularly expensive. You can
buy good books for $10, or you can spend
thousands; it all depends on your taste (and
your pocketbook).

‘| It is sometimes useful to know what a
| [copy has sold for in the past, and this infor/
'mation is readily available in Bookman’s
| Price Index and American Book Prices Curt

irent, both annual publications. The first!
I ¥ y \
{title indexes hundreds of bookdealers’ cata-
ogs. For example, if you want to know !

what Theodore Roosevelt's African Game
| [Trails sold for recently, the 1984 volume
\1 will tell you that a dealér listed it in his
| jcatalog that year for $40. American Book
|/ Prices Current gives auction prices.
Condition greatly affects prices. A clean
copy of a book, in good shape, will obvi-
ously be worth more than a dirty, battered
one. A copy with an original dust jacket (if
it was published with one) will be worth
more than one without the jacket. If the
copy was signed by the author or owned by
someone famous, the price will increase.
In the past five years or so there has been
a lot written about collecting books as an

investment. Frankly, investing in books is
like hunting grizzlies with a club: It’s dan-
gerous, and there are easier ways to do it.
You can make money with books, of
course—hundreds of bookdealers do just
that—but remember that you are buying at
retail and, if you sell, you'll be selling
wholesale. As a collector, you should think
twice about making a “pure” investment.
Buy books that you like and that you can
appreciate for themselves.

Condition

How you feel about the condition of a
book is purely a matter of taste. Some peo-
ple demand that their books be pristine,
while others don’t really care if they've
been rebound in a library binding. The fin-
er the condition you request, the more
you'll probably pay.

Whether or not you seek the finest pos-
sible condition in books you buy, you.
should know how bookdealers describe
them. Dealers’ and auction catalogs vary
regarding the amount of description they
devote to a single book. They also vary to
some degree in their terminology.

The basic, stripped-down description
giving an overall view of the title is usually
a term such as ‘“very good” or “fine.”
Unless the terms used in the catalog are
defined therein, assume that “good” de-
scribes a copy that is a bit battered but is
not in very bad shape. “Poor” is more of a
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Northlake Boot Co.
Franklin, Tennessee

Available at these Fine
Stores.

ALABAMA
Strong's Department Store
Chicago Sales
Werner Shoes

Bay Minette
Clanton
Cullman .
Ensley ..
Fairfield .
Florence......
Haleyville . ..
Lepds FRRema
New Market .
Northport
Summiton ...
Town Creek
Tuscaloosa . ..

... Keith Hardware
Bill's Shoes & Boots

..J & J Army Surplus

4 The Pants Store

.. McCord's Boot Barn
Wharf Army & Navy

andley Repair & Boot Store
. McCaig's Factory Outlet
City Shoe Repair

ARIZONA
Elagstaff T
Flagstaff
Paysonii it e B
Show Low ... ..
Tucson
Tucson ...

.J.C. Penney
_ Pennies Ace Hardware
Payson Place
. Crossroads Bootery
Bob's Bargain Barn
Sloanes Enterprises d/b/a Millers Surplus
CALIFORNIA
Livermore.. .
Napa. .
Nevada Crty
Placerville ;
Sacramento. . ..
SantaRosa .. .
Truckee .. ..

.. Dom’s Surplus
Brewster's
Deer Creek Mining Company
Cash Mercantile
Metropolitan Stores
‘Roseland Shoe Mart
...... Truckee Surplus
Ukiah Boot Company
COLORADO
Delta. . .
Englew
Woodland Park . .

CONNECTICUT

The Footworks
Western Trading
Lanes

Berlin
Bridgeport 5
Bridgeport . ...
Bristol . .. .
Danbury . ...
East Hartford
Fairfield
Farmington ........
Hamden .. ..
Hartford ...
New Milford

Mickey Finns

.. Jimmy’s Army & Navy
Wear-Guard Work Clothes

... Iving's Army & Navy
New En%(and Uniform Supply
Seapa s Department Store

. Fairfield Trading Post

. Penney

Wear-Guard Work Clothes
....Sam’s Army & Navy

orwalk . ..
Old Saybrook .
Stratford. . . .
Waterbury .
West Hartford . . ..

Liberty Army & Navy

Wear- Guard Work Clothes

Center Army & Navy
DELAWARE

Wilmington Wear-Guard Work Clothes

Lake City . .

Palmetto. . .

Army Surplus Store
. Smith's Department Store

GEORGIA
Lynn’s General Store
Bobby Fritz
Top Bait & Tackle, Inc.
Penlands
. Fitzgerald Shoe Hospital
The Sports Hut
The Work Place
. Story's Department Store
Faotwear For All

Blairsville
Conyers .
Cuthbert.
Ellijay .
Fitzgeral
Rockmart . .
Swainsboro .
Washington .
Woodbury

Koppel's Browseville

. Guy's Shoe Store

. Army-Navy Store

C-A-L Stores

Army«Navy Economy Store
 Lewiston Tire & Ranch Supply
Economy Shoes

.. H. Koppel Company

.. The Merc of Twin Falls

Alen
Idaho Falls. .
Lewiston . ...
Lewiston .. ..
Twin Falls . . o
TwinFalls........
Twin Falls

Prerzynskls Shoes
hoes

r Smger Shoes
: Square Deal Shoes
.... Cutler True Value
Pool's Bargain Center

INDIANA

Chicago
Deerfield .
Deerfield . ..
Des Plaines.. . ..
Mundelein .. ..
Olney

Bedford .

Charleston .
Columbus ......
Corydon ...
Ft.Wayne ........
Greentield ........
Lawrenceburg. ... ...
Madison ............
Marion .

Martinsville .

Plymouth

Richmond .

Seymour ... ..
Shelbyville TEREER S
Terreikiaute S ey
Vincennes . . ...
vincennes = 8
Wabash s 0 Suein s
Washington .

W. Lafayette ......

.. Big Blue Stores
Big Blue Stores

... Big Blue Stores

.. Big Blue Stores

o .. Spiece

. Brg Blue Stores

... Big Blue Stores

.. Big Blue Stores

= .. Spiece

_.. Martin's Shoes
.. Big Blue Stores

.. Big Biue Stores

. Big Blue Stores

. Big Blue Stores

. Tromp & Tread

. Big Blue Stores
Eaton Shoe Repair
i Spiece
I Brg Blue Stores

_ Trader Horn Company

Kansas City
Kansas City . . . .
Ottawa

... Mickey's
Van's Shoes

Portland
Portland
Rockland
Skowhegan
Windham . .
York Corner

Hancock

Mountain Lake Park

Marden's Shoes

Wear-Guard Work Clothes

Tuttle Shoe Barn

Griffin's

Sebago Trading Post

Cliff's Bootery

MARYLAND
... Hendershot's Sptg. Inc
hoeland

MASSACHUSETTS

Allston
Belmont
Braintree
Burlington
Cambridge
Clinton
Dedham . .
Dennisport .
East Brookfleld

Framingham . ..

Hudson ...
Ipswich . .
ioWe| SR
CowellcE 2w
Mashpee
Maynard
Natickore o

Northampton . . . it

North Reading

Readville .......
Salem.. ...
Saugus

Seekonk = sy

Shrewsbury . .
Shrewsbury
Springfield
Taunton .. ..
Taunton ...
Wareham . . .
West Brldgewaler

West Newton ......
West Springfield . . .

Worcester

Berkley . . ..
Dearborn

Mason

Mt. Clemens .. ..
Mt. Clemens ...
Mt. Pleasant

PortHuron ... ... ..
Wayne oo i e

Brooklyn Center . . ..
Brooklyn Center .. ...

Burnsville. ... ..
CirclePine.......

Coon Rapids ... ...

Crookston . ...
Detroit Lakes. . . ..
Dilworth .. .
Duluth.

E. Grand Forks . .
Elk River ..
Fridley

Grand Rapids ... ...

Grand Rapids . . .
Hallock' o c i
Hibbing. .
Highland P
Hopkins . . .
Jackson .

Little Falls .
Minneapolis .
Minnetonka .. ...
Monticello ...
Princeton .
Richfield. . ...
Robbinsdale -
Roseville . .

St. Cloud . .

St. Paul

Virginjatetis et ]

West St. Paul
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ABOUT TROUT

 Toward
- Higher
Ground

In “the old
days” there
simply wasn’t
much in the way
of scientific
publications of
use to anglers.

Robert . Behnke

WINTER 1991

enced American anghng hterature

The first point to be noted is that the
availability of scientific literature to an-

nymphs Early Amerlcan outdoor writ-
ers such as Frank Forester, Genio Scott

glers and to authors of angling litera-and Thadeus Norris did not even have

ture is a relatively recent phenomenon.
In “the old days” there simply wasn’t
much in the way of scientific publica-
tionsof use to anglers. The second point
that became apparent to me is the deci-
sive role of “interpretation”: the ability
of angling authors to exert their influ-
ence by accurate and perceptive synthe-
sisofavailableinformation. An outstanding

literature on which species of trout oc-

curred in North America, must less

sound information on feeding, ecology
or environmental limitations. All they
learned was from personal observation.

The first really influential piece of
scientific [iterature was Samuel Latham

~Mitchilt s 7is7ies of New York, first published

1 [814.Ttisthe firstaccountof American

example of this phenomenon is that of — fisheswritten byanative born American.

Eugene Connettand his Derrydale Press,
which laid the foundation for a new,
significantly higher level of authenticity
in the angling literature, leading to the
high quality of some of the recent works
cited by Berls.

& Until the 1890’s
American angling
literature knew
only the brook
trout, Atlantic
salmon and lake
trout...although
each may have
been regarded as
several different
species.

Influence can also result from a
“breakthrough,” attention-grabbing ar-
ticles in the popular media.

Edward R. Hewitt became widely rec-
ognized as the “father” of American
nymph fishing, even though he misin-
terpreted the scientific evidence and
lacked an in-depth understanding of

Sam Mitchill was a United States
Senator and a professor at Columbia
University. He was widely recognized as
one of the most educated and knowl-
edgeable personsin the country during
the early 1800s. Mitchill was not an ich-

thyologist per se, but he realized
that many of the common fish
species with which he was fa-
miliarin the New York areawere
differentfrom European species
he knew. (He was educated in
Scotland and was quite knowl-
edgeable of European scientific
works.) Mitchill founded a New
Yorksscientific societyand stimu-
lated the publication of numer-
ous original American works,
including his Fishes of New York.
Herealized that the brook trout,
T
was a different species from the
_ European brown trout and officially

“hamed it Salmo Jortinalis. He named

‘many new genera and species of

American fishes such as the muskel-
lunge, the striped bass, and numerous
others. Although geographicallylimited
and with numerous errors, Mitchill’s
work began the compilation of Ameri-
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1chthyology, Louis Agassiz,
870, directed his brightest stu-
David Starr Jordan, to the study of
American fishes. This culminated in the
 landmark four-volume work, The Fishes
 of North and Middle America (1896-1900),
by Jordan and B.W. Evermann. With
this work, angling authors had an au-
mﬁﬁﬁmm
y Dean Sage and others, Salmon
and Trout, essentially followed the list of
salmon and trout in Jordan and Ever-
mann’s book with brief accounts for
each “species.”
Until the 1890s, American—angling
literature knew only the brook trout,
—ttamicsATom andiake rout as Ame.
~can salmonids, although each may have
been regarded as several different spe-
cies. The western salmonids — the cut-
throat trout, rainbow trout and Pacific
salmons—were virtuallyunknown to the
world.

To demonstrate the relatively recent
phenomenon of the influence of ento-
mological literature on the literature of
fly fishing, some of the books cited by
Bob Berls with their in-depth knowl-
edge ofaquaticinsectsand their biology
and distribution, could be contrasted to
whatwas available to Theodore Gordon
around the turn of the century.

Gordon adapted from British tradi-
tions. British tradition was influenced
by an early semi-scientific treatise, the
1836 classic by Alfred Ronalds, The Fly-
fishers Entomology, which is an outstand-
ing work for its time. The noted writers
on fly fishing in the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries such as Gor-
don, Halford and Skues used a practi-
cal, common sense approach by
observing what organisms trout had in
their stomachs to understand trout

TROUT

ﬁshing is an interesting‘ sto

quires some embellishment on stories

told to me long ago by the late Paul R.
Needham.

The popularization — and gross over-
simplification — of Needham’s data by
Edward R. Hewitt resulted in Hewitt's

often being hailed as the father of
American nymph fishing. Although

Hewm; became aware of, ;
Needham s work and invited him to

- present a talk at the Anglers’ Club of

New York. I do notrecall the date when
Needham visited New York as a guest of
Hewitt, but it was during Prohibition
because I clearlyremember Needham’s
description of a Hewitt invention de-
signed to age homemade whiskey 10
years in 30 days. It was not a success.

s b i
fied Needham’s data — “80% of trout’s

Hewittwas no “father” to nymph fishing w Actually, the

(he had only a crude understanding of

““nymphs”asacategory of aquatic inver-

tebrates), he wrote two feature articles
in 1933 in Field & Stream. In these arti-
cles Hewitt expressed the notion that
nymph fishing wasso deadly, he hesitated
to disclose its secrets because skilled
anglers using nymphs could “clean out”
a stream. Such a clean-outa-stream
fishing technique is a real headliner for
the popular fishing media. Hewitt wasa
greatauthorityfigure; otherswriting for
popular angling magazines propagan-
dized the “deadly” nymph. Thus the
popularity of nymph fishing increased
at a greatly accelerated rate.

Paul Needham’s father, James. G.,
was America’s most famous aquatic en-
tomologist at Cornell University. I sus-
pect that the father, James, coaxed his
son, Paul, who was an ardent fly fisher,

“80%” only referred to the proportion
of the diet taken beneath the surface, all
of which are not “nymphs,” and only to
specific situations at specific times.
Needham, for example, published a
paper on the food of brown and rain-
bow trout in Convict Creek, California.
Here, 90 percent of the diets consisted
of snails and scuds (mollusks and crus-
tacea) and 10 percent insects. If half of
the insects were adults taken on the
surface and half as nymphs or larvae
taken underwater, then 95 percent of
the dietwas taken below the surface, but
only five percent would be actual
nymphs! Also, from the ratio of organ-
isms on the surface to organisms in the
drift compared to what trout actually
consumed, a case could be made from
_ Needham’s data_that dry fly fishing
should be more effective than nymph

into a Ph.D. program by pointing out ﬁ ishing. For example, if 10 percent of

the ideal research project: a quantlta-

tive study of aquatic invertebrates corre- |

lated with trout feeding habits.

Much of the research was conducted |
during the late 1920s as part of the New |

York State Conservation Department’s
biological surveys of various river sys- |
tems. Needham intensively sampled
aquatic invertebrates, mainly insects,
correlating abundance through time
with various habitat types and in differ-
entstreams. He setfine mesh netsin the
water column to sample the species and
abundance of organisms that occurred
in the drift (underwater) and on the
surface. He then examined trout stom-

1 the total “drift” occurred on the surface
(adultinsects) and 90 percent occurred
underwater (nymphs and larvae), yet
the trout’s diet reflected 30 percent
surface feeding and 70 percent under-
| water feeding, then organisms on the
§urface would be differentially selected
\ By the trout at a 3:1 ratio compared to
‘uhderwater drift.
espite the misinterpretation and
oversimplification of the scientific data,
Hewitt did initiate a greatly increased
interest in nymphs and nymph fishing.
His early pontification ultimately led to
the knowledgeable and sophisticated
books available today.
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views on trout and trout fish-
ing, I assume that Eugene
Connettsurmised thatHewitt
was not the type of author to
produce authoritative, influ-
‘ential literature for Derrydale Press.

The first Derrydale book was Henry
Ingraham’s American Trout Streams. The
first 150 copies Connett published for
the Anglers’ Club (1926) with an addi-
tional 350 copies reprinted in 1926.
Although the word “Derrydale” does
not appear on Ingraham’s book,
Connett considered this work to be the
first Derrydale book.

Ingraham’s book was subtitled, “A
discussion of the problems confronting
anglers in the preservation, manage-
ment and rehabilitation of American
trout waters.” It contains chapters on
stream ecology, geology, forestry, pollu-
tion, food supply and spawning. This
work was specifically designed to pro-
mote wild trout management as op-
posed to fisheries based on stocking
hatchery fish. Ingraham wrote: “There
is no sport to be had in catching hatch-
ery fish soon after their introduction
into a stream. American anglers do not
wish to be butchers, nor do we wish our
game set before us, merely to be the
agency of their destruction... trout to
furnish sport, must be wild from birth
or infancy.”

Ingraham was an engineer with no

TROUT
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Recognizing the need foran entomo-
logically sound book for fly fishers, the
Derrydale edition of Preston]enmngs S
A Book of TroutFlieswas publishedin 1935.
Unlike Ingraham’sbook, whichremains
virtually unknown and of limited influ-
ence, Jennings’s book set a new stan-
dard for American fly fishing literature.

The prime example of Connett’s
amazing perception for finding skilled
authors as interpreters of scientific lit-
erature is Roderick Haig-Brown’s 1939
Derrydale book, The Western Angler Haig-
Brown’s writing is probably the finest
example of lay interpretation of salmo-
nid taxonomy, biology and life history.
He presented the information in the
context of an appealing literary style of
the highest standards.

Just how influential Eugene Connett
and his Derrydale Press was in raising
the standards of angling literature in
authenticityand accurate interpretation
of scientific literature can be observed
by comparing what was passing as scien-
tific angling literature at the time.

Charles Zibeon Southard published
The Evolution of Trout and TroutFishing in
America (1928) and A Treatise on Trout for
the Progressive Angler(1931). These books

B
history. Th
- such books.
gling liter
n t ] , ,
assessed by readmg South-
~ ard’s books.

‘Hissage comments mclude
advice to reverse the demise
of eastern book trout “...by
immediatelyinauguratingan

effective method of rearing and plant-
ing hatchery bred trout of two years old
size, and an honestand efficientwarden
service coupled with just and wise laws
and regulations.” On feeding habits:
“The brook troutis notbynature, in any
sense, an insect-eating fish, butis a car-
nivorous feeder the year round” (this
was written after Needham’s volumi-
nous data on diets of trout species was
available). On how to settle the debate
over relative merits of dry fly versus wet
fly fishing he recommends compiling a
table of various categories, placing nu-
merical values for each method under
each category; the result is a tie. That
settles that issue once and for all!

One might speculate that Southard
learned his style from Hewitt and is an
example of the student exceeding the
master in the production of opinion-
ated nonsense.

If Southard’s books were regarded as
the “state of the art” for scientific, tech-
nical literature on trout for anglers, I
can understand why Eugene Connett
perceived the need for Derrydale books:
A new state of the art was desperately
needed to direct angling literature to-

ward higher ground. m

WINTER 1991




founder, Eugene Connett. I would like
to learn more about Connett and how
he selected authors for his famous
Derrydale books. He evidently had an
amazingly keen interest in scientific lit-
erature as it applies to trout fishing (as
seen in hisown 1938 book, Random Casts)
and a keen eye for authors as interpret-
ers of scientific literature.

There was not much scientific litera-
ture useful for trout anglers back then.
The American Fisheries Society began
publication of Transactionsin 1871, but
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0 k
strong opinion,
Edward R. Hewitt

~ became knownas

the “father” of
American nymph

fishing, even

though he misin-
terpreted the
scientific evi-
dence and lacked
an in-depth under-

= e )2
per in the 1919 Transactions:
“Indiscriminate and incon-
siderate planting of fish.” By
and large, however, Parker,
Leopold, and Henshall were
exceptions. The early “scien-
tific”fisheryliteraturereflects
little of an understanding or
appreciation of natural eco-
systems and wild trout.

standing of Perhaps it was this lack of k

nymphs.

Photo courtesy of the
American Museuwm of

Flyfishing

conventional wisdom of indiscriminant
stocking without any real understand-
ing of results or ramifications. After the
paper, the commentsof the fish culturists
were added, fiercely defending the sta-
tus quo. It is ironic that one example
cited, to prove the effectiveness of
stocking hatchery fish, concerned the
establishmentoflake troutin Big Averill
Pond, Vermont, where no lake trout
existed prior to stocking. What did exist
in Big Averill before the lake trout were
introduced was one of only four native

sound information on trout
streams and wild trout that
stimulated Eugene Connett
to establish Derrydale Press
to publish influential litera-
fire.

A question has always re-
mained in mymind concern-
ing Connett’s selection of
authors: Why didn’t Hewitt
write a Derrydale? Both
Connett and Hewitt were
membersofthe Anglers’ Club
of New York and must have
known each other quite well.
I suspect that it was because
Connett knew Hewitt very well that he
realized Hewitt’s limitations to fairly
evaluate current literature. As the great
authority figure, Hewitt knew it all. He
wasnotabout to be influenced by lesser
men. Essentially he operated on “hu-
bris.” This extreme dogmatism of Hewitt
can be seen in early issues of The Pro-
gressive Fish Culturist.

In a 1936 issue, number 16, Hewitt
angrily responded to a previous article
that claimed fish-eating birds (kingfish-
ers, osprey, mergansers, herons, loons,
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