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Datus C. Proper
1914 N. Johnson Street

/NeILEe@igy TN 207

THE HACKLED BEETLE

L ( -

The trout in Thompson's Spring Bredk act like ruffed

i

| grouse: mostly they flush before you are in range, and even if

/
/

they don't, they are hard to reduce to possession. The grouse,
however, have to learn to fear humans. The brown and rainbows
and even the brook trout in Thompson's seem to be born wary.
It's private water and they are not pounded much, but for some
reason they are easier to frighten than the hard-fished trout

i © T
in Armstrong's and Nelson's spring Predks. I don't understand.

1

but I know that I always lose arguments with Bt AsoMIias t

Atugust I kepk ' a very low profile as I was stalking around the

Gallatin valley after Thompson's trout.

The meadows were full of grasshoppers/ggga sometimesithir
A ‘\ Wz iy v 4o wng

imitations work for those trouti} On/M&’first dayl%hé—ihap?ers

falleds ‘the trout either fled as/the flies hit the water or

-
[

made nervous rejection-rises. Clearly,smaller fly was needed,

but 'the Tricorythodes hatch waé over for the day. T tried the

shallow nymph that I think ¢f as the Invisible Hackle FPly:
pheasant-tail body with a;&urn onrstwoRofREHdnel, st FE hackle to

retard sinking. It landf very lightly. After a while, it
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CHANGE LEVELS

Angling is a game you can't lose, if that's any consolation.
I mean, the trout may refuse your fly on 99 casts out of a
hundred, but you always get to try again. You might even catch a
fish, in time, and the fish will never catch you.

Suppose that you have waded into the best position you can
reach near a rising trout, made your best cast -- and watched the
fish reject your fly. There is a good chance that some vagary of
the current made your fly drag. Perhaps you could not see its
slight unnatural movement, but the trout could. The next step, in
thisiecase, isinot just 'to change from'a little grayidry fly to'a
little tan dry fly. Instead, pick a new design, one that fishes
at a different level. Try an extra-high floating dry fly or a
near-surface nymph, for example. Either of them might let you get

away with a little drag.




Change Levels Proper

This is supposed to be fun, so experiment with the high-
floating design first -- the kind that drifts with the whole hook
out of the water, point and all. The flies called variants,
spiders, and skaters all float high because they use big hackles.
Better still, try the fore-&-aft design, which has a tightly-
wound hackle at each end -- small in the front and just long-
fibered enough in the rear to cover the point of the hook. Trout
take this fly with more confidence than the big, bushy kind.

The advantage of any high-floating design is mobility. When
et hreatens tovdragiyvou can give itial twitchpa et it sasume g
natural float, and twitch it again. You can even dance it over

the water like a cranefly in a mating ecstasy. Trout may wake up

and pounce. Unfortunately, they may also slash at the fly, miss

it, and then repent their reckless behavior. Fish are not very
adventurous, when you get down to it, and they don't want us to
enjoy ourselves either.

All right, then. Try a near-surface nymph next. Trout feel
safer assassinating nymphs. On my own home stream, easily half of
the events that look like rises are really the tips of tails
coming out of the water -- a sign that the fish was tipping down
at the front for subsurface food.

This is finicky fishing. You cannot get away with strike
indicators, split shot, big hooks wrapped with lead wire, or any
of that heavy-metal stuff. Instead, use a tippet three feet long
and .005" in diameter. At the end, tie on an unweighted nymph in

size 16, 18, or 20. A slim body of pheasant-tail herl or hare's




Change Levels Proper

ear almost always works, and you want just a wisp of hackle or a
few fibers of hair at the front to keep the fly from sinking too
fast. Grease the tippet with fly-flotant down to within a few
inches of the end, but then soak the nymph in your mouth. (What's
good enough for a trout is good enough for you.) Get the fly in
the water a yard upstream from the rising fish, and watch as if
you had a Scots accent -- verrry carefully.

If the trout moves at all, or opens its mouth, tighten your
line quickly and gently, because a violent strike will pop the
leader. Do it right and you get to chase up and down the stream

for five minutes after a fish that is trying to break yvour two-

hundred-dollar rod. All of us anglers agree that this is fun.

If you eat the trout, which is good for your health,
remember to check its stomach contents first. Not always, but
usually, you will find that a fish feeding on the surface was
also taking natural nymphs that happened to drift by a couple of
inches deeper. And because those insects were floundering, the
trout was willing to accept an imitation that may have been

dragging slightly.
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Datus C. Proper For publication

American Embassy = 3000 words

APO New York, N.Y. 09679

BLACK

Back insects are not glamorous, just
numerous. Here's an introduction to
the Fancy Black and a few other flies
that work with the odds.

This: is'not one of youx romances.about a color that

causes trout to make fools of themselves. The trout of my

acauaintance seddom ge all giddy over any, £y, dect alone; a
coloxn; and if theyishow,a preference once in a'while, it
seems to be for the color of whatever creature they are
eating.. . Often enough that creature is black.: This, #then

is about a few black flies, common and exotic, and about




the materials that seem to work best for the clumsy copies

we fishermen make.

Blackt inseets are not glamorous, just numerous. You
can get a long way through a guide to mayflies and caddis-
flies before you come to black. Most of these popular
aquatic flies run to olives, browns, and greys, with an
occasional touch of yellow or orange to brighten up our
fly-boxes. The same is true of stoneflies, thouch some
big ones from dark bottoms can be imitated in black.
Hellgramites and fishflies are black, at least at first
glance, which seems to be all a fish needs. 1In terrestrials
and a few neglected aquatics, black becomes the rule rather

than the exception.

Three examples follow: (And that's without even
getting to the beetles, which are a story in themselves.)

Ants come first because everybody recognizes them. Black

Cnats come next because everybody doesn't. And then there's

the Fancy Black, about which the enly S thingttknow for sure
isithat thcatcheclitrout. | Phe' dnfeorveciing thing about the

Black Gnat and Fancy Black are that they work in America




but are outside our tradition. I would not have learned
about them if my work had not taken me to Ireland for four

years.

ANTS. Every kid knows one when he sees one, but as
artificial flies they still seem to be used mainly by
specialists. Maybe ants look too small. They are
easierator fich Ehans Eheyiane itofsee s Buriingt af Fallil
of winged ants in Yellowstone Park's Grebe Lake, my

Six—yedreol d son  caught his first several trout and

gEavilil netenttalidney St Sl ¢ a s B tiiviaitT both hands and

flailing a black ant out about twelve feet. Most

days, ants engage in crawls, not falls, and the rises
are lonelyss perhaps g sip munder thesgrassy bank ofia
limestone stream in July. And since ants are not
aquatic, they thrive around freestone waters, too.

The brookies in my favorite little Virginia mountain
stream will eat almost anything in April, but they want
a small ant when August brings low water. I won't tell
you the name of the stream, but you will recognize it
by artificial ants festooning the trees. Hemlocks come

EHAnIngE o EEmyEan st The St rout don it e Inthef course




of a day, thoucgh, a few big old brookies usually make
mistakes. Big old trout here are anything over eight

inches.

BLACK GNATS. Till I had my consciousness raised in
Ireland, I thought these were an ancient pattern
imitaginginothing in particular. ¥In Ifelafdiand England,
"black gnats" were real diptera of at least three
families: Bibios, Empids (Hilara), and Reed Smuts
(Simulium). The things they had in common were a
glossy black body, conspicuous black legs, short wings
which folded flat along their backs, and a liking for
the wvicinity of rivers. Some purists like to think
thageatiBibio as the Utruel black gnat,but I'minclined
to suspect that the label has always been loose. The
old boys called some of these flies '"curses". They
were blessings if you liked to fish fine after the
competition had gone off cursing to the pub. The wee
black divils could be counted on to give me my best
daysi of the seasen, which'is savingia ' deot in Ireland.
Back in America, I have not found the same predictable

concentrations, though they must exist somewhere.

(Reed Smuts, alias Black Flies, are what suck you dry




in Maine.) Readers may be able to fill in some

gaps. ‘I have never fished the Red-Legged March

fly, for one American example of a Bibio. My
smallest Irish Black Gnats did work well for eastern
brown trout sipping summer miscellany in the pools.

A little surface-seining would usually show that
there were, sure enough, some moribund diptera which
could be called black gnats without feeling insulted.
Then in Yellowstone one July I found a "black gnat"
present on several streams in useful gquantities. It

was actually a Net-Winged Midge (Blaphariceridae).

The Etroukt'were taking selidly, and an. Irish fly in
size 16 did the job. Charles Cotton's pattern might

have worked as well.

FeNeYEBLACK (WET FLING, "Phisy is an. Irish "ided aoing
back centuries. On a breezy day, the custom is to
drift and fich the bigidrish’ limestone lakes with'ia
cast of three shallow-swimming, fancy wet flies. It

did not make sense to me, so I spent a lot of time

fooling around with sinking lines, greendrake nymphs,

corhxasiitand allliEthaEdis ealen it ilcis e ftetNone sof i €




worked as well as an old Black Pennell on the top
dropper, just under water or bumping along the sur-
face. Eventually I changed the body from black floss
to . blacki seal's fur.* Then back Hin ¥ellowstonediate
one August, I was fishing the Madison for its famous
lake-run browns. Fishing was so poor I thought the
run had not started. . Finally I-triedione gfinmy; Irish
lake casts and started turning up the good fish. Out
of curiosity, i lefElthetblack “flyviontmy toplidroppen
and tried a number of the approved streamers and
stonefly nymphs on the tail. All of the lake-run fish
took the dropper, which was tiny by comparison. There
were seven or eight of the good trout in three days,
the best over four pounds. It could have been a
fluke. You never know what non-feeding fish will take
on . that runjupstream.' /Just forthe.hell of 1€, thouglh,
try a little black dropper next time you are dragging

a gigantic Muddler around during the run of browns.

Black ants and black gnats are easy to understand, but

the success of the fancy black wet fly is puzzling. Here's




all I know. In Ireland when I opened trout and seatrout
from lakes, "there were usually some black diptera in" the
stomachs. Some were chironomids and some were terrestrials.
Another bit of evidence comes from a small swimming pool
near my home. . It contains no aguatic insects —- too much
chlorine -- but there are plenty of trees around to shelter
terrestrials. Every time I dived in this summer, there were
several insects kicking on the surface or drifting water-
logged to the bottom, soon to be filtered out. Some small
trout could have made a living (except for the chemicals).
Dark diptera were most common. I suppose well over half
the insects could have been represented by a black or

peacock-bodied fly. As an explanation of the success of the

faney black fly forilakesrun fish, this may be stretching,

bluEisE st e s e st i e an i d ol

The same explanation may serve for the trout sipping
tiny flies in rivers. Those summer fish seem selective, but
their stomachs often tell a different story. They typically
contain a miscellany of very small insects of many kinds.
Most are terrestrials. As in the case of my swimming pool,
black is a common color. Sometimes a green jassid or pale

midge works better. All this is a wild generalization, but




how else to deal with a million assorted bugs blown out

of the woods?

Scientists .thesedaysyare lconcludingechat a .gkeat
deal of the enerqgy available to inhabitants of a river is
generated outside the river -- from tree leaves and land
insects, for example. This may not say much about an indi-
vidual trout in an individual river. A twelve-inch Cutthroat
in a river in Yellowstone Park is likely to have a stomach
stuffed with aquatic insects. The water is unpolluted; the
hatches are good: and the conditions are poor for terrestrials
(too much cold weather and too few leafy trees). In my
narrow, wooded, infertile stream in Virginia, conditions are
almost the opposite. In a bigger Pennsylvania freestone
stream, both terrestrials and aquatics are important.
Terrestrials deserve some specific imitations like the ant
and some more general flies like the black gnat and the
beetles. " If you have g lot'ofibime¥ior filv—tving ayon can
carry dozens of terrestrial imitations. Some of the
Pennsylvania boys do. If you would rather spend your time
fishing than fly-tying, half a dozen terrestrials should do

the job, and black is the best bet for three or four of them.




Now, as to materials for the flies: There are some
peculiarities about black+imitations. ' The basic point is
that: the Yeal griiyblack Ws notiredllviay color . at all, “but
rathar. the absenceior allfcelor: O, i you proefer it is
an achromatic color, lacking all of the hues of the spectrum.
What this'means for Ely—tyers ds that*no fussy bleénding or
dyeing is needed to get exact hues. You cannot worry about
matching a hue that does not exist. Questions of color

intensity (saturation) also cannot arise.

What remains to be considered is the value of a given
black: in other words, whether it is really black or merely
dark grey. (Please excuse these technicalities. They don't
hurt for long, and they combat the syvndrome known as Fly-
ITyertsiikutile Fiddlipng ) Philasephically, ‘there ds. a
difference between black and dark grey. Piscatorially, the
trout don't give a damn. Or so it seems to me. Maybe it's

because true blacks are scarce in nature when you look close

enough. .They are certainly scarce in natural materials for

small flies: the blackest of animals seem to have underfur




that is only dark grey. The blackest hackle I have seen
is "the 'crest plume of ja lapwing ==-ua itraditional feather,

but not one that just every local fly-fishing shop has for

sale these days. I have some because lapwings are legal

game in. Portugal, where I am stationed these days. But
mostly I use natural black rooster hackles. They are more
expensive than dyed hackles and "less black", but they are

more durable and pleasant to use.

Since we .are dealingswith a.lcolor® ithat dis easy to
imitate, we can concentrate on other features: The shape
of ‘our flies, for example,"and their texture and sheen:
Terrestrial insects often have harder and more distintive

shapes than aquatics.

Trout seem to recognize the silhouette of ants as
eastly as we ‘do. “Abowve all, 'theh, our artificial ‘ants nsed
toidisplay frent andiback. lumps., withia clear waist in
between. It is my impression that the lumps need not be
pekfectly shaped to trigger ‘trout' recognition.y The anf
chosen by Aldam a century ago looks much like today's Royal

Coachman. Vince Marinaro improved dry ants when he moved




the hackle back between the lumps, supporting the heavy
bend of the hook better. (Be careful, though, not to use
so much hackle as to fill up the waist.) No one has made

any major changes since, but specific body materials are

worth considering.

Marinaro originally recommended black horsehair
(or golden-brown hairs for a cinnamon ant). This material
has good sheen and color, but the right shape is difficult
to achieve. (The hair slips.) On the smallest ants --
say, size 24 to 28 in Mustad hooks -- waxed black thread is
darfalir substitube; though Geris 'stilk. slippery. ¥ Fon me,
extra-fine dubbing is easier to handle. The trout seem

to lildeli i too.

Size 18 and 20 hooks (Mustad sizes) are usually more
practical. The larger gape hooks reliably, yet the ant
stilleties vp Jngiaisi zeqgemall enough to fish well in thin
August water. ' In these medium sizes, dubbing is certainly
the easiest material to use. But the dubbing still has to
be fine to produce a sharp outline. Dyed black beaver

underfur isieasy to get and fairly good.: There is an alter-




native which seems unknown in America: crow herls. Strip a
few fibers from a large wing feather, combine them with a
piece of heavy, waxed black thread, spin them together, and
wind the lump. The color will be dark grey. And you always

thought the crow was a black bird, didn't you?

For ants of about size 18 or larger, there is also
an interesting natural-black dubbing. It comes from the
tips of the ears of the European hare. (Some have a fair
bit of black and some don't.) “This also'cames. outias a
dark grey. It is a more attractive material than the limp
dyed fur, with just the right length and texture. It will
make'a distinct lump;sbut there will be dots of fine ends

available o catch air bubbles ‘and make light patterms. <L

wish Ticonld find afur this goodifor sthe 'spmallernants.

Maybe you know of one. European hare will never catch on
for the professionals, as each animal will tie only a

couple of dozen small ants.

For the biggest ants -- say Mustad sizes 16, 14 and
even larger -- it is possible to use black seal's fur, like

the stuff of old salmon flies. Though dyed, it is unparalleled




in sheen and texture. The lumps will be obvious (but not

neat), and the fly will fish well.  Probably peacock herl

would be as good.

Prom a‘'fisherman's pointiof view, &dll of these ants
are really the same fly. All represent the adults of closely
related species. I don't even bother with wings, though
perhaps I would if I encountered more swarms on the water.

Color, of course, can be changed from black to cinnamon.

Black Gnats imitate a wider range of insects, both
terrestrial ‘and aquatic, so more variations are needed.
A couple of them will at least serve for starters, and to
illustrate the uses of black materials. In the smallest
sizes '== 'say size 20 ‘and, 22 Mustad hooks,; for Reed Smuts
and little Empids -- a simple hackle fly may be the most
practical. A crow-herl body is easy and effective. A
black cock's hackle is almost the only thing small enough.
For 18's and perhaps even 20's, the best of all may be that
lapwing crest. Shiny starling body feathers are also
traditional 'and:easier to get), but their fibers do not’look

as much like shiny black legs.




There is a variation which is easy enough to tie in
the larger sizes, rather fussy in the small sizes, and
very effective. It is .just our usual spent spinner, with
hackle flattened in bunches at the sides, but with the
addition of a short wing portruding back from the thorax.
The wing should lie flat along the abdomen, of course. The
fly has a tendency to float on the wing, abdomen under water.
Trout taking hatching midge pupae will therefore take this
Bly well , if ‘yousean tierdksomall rengtighs Lelike a-crow-
herl abdomen and a hare's-ear-tip thorax. The best-looking
wing is:from fibers of 'a shiny dark-blue-dun hackle, trimmed
to. shape. i i You should make up:a . few ofthese flies,.  Try. a

couple in green-olive while you're at it.

Finally, there's that wet-fly for your dropper.
Without a floss body, it's no longer a Black Pennell. Let's
ol e the " FancywiBlack == “nea ¥l via deseription), motya name .

The size is bigger than the imitative dry flies we have been

discussing, but a lot smaller than the usuél'minnow—imitating

“fly" ‘draggedin front of big brewns. ~(If they grew up in
lakes, they may not be as "cannibalistic" as their reputation.

A size 12 or 10 single hook will do the job. My preference,




however, is for a size 10 Partridge double. This is a
smaller hook than you would think from the printed sizes,
but it holds well and may hook a little better than the
single. "The smald points are hidden. inithe thiek dressing,
so- thativonraf Iy will  leekigood evert i fod bifails to swinm

upright. Droppers do funny things.

The Fancy Black is'qust a  straightforward hackle! fly,

but with materials chosen for maximum translucence and

brilliance. «Start.by tying in a piece of medium oval silver

tinsel at the bend. (The new mylar may keep its shine longer.)
spin Jjar thick body), tepering larger at ‘the front, of real

black seal's fur. Wind the tinsel in the opposite direction
togseeure the body better.. Theni pick out plehty ofiloose

ends 'of sealMs’ Fur: through theiwrdps 'of ribbing. " Finallyy
wind two of the shiniest natural-black hackles you can

find¢at the head. 'They should be of conventional size and

wound bright-side-forward.

Judging from results, this thing must look pretty
gooditosthe trout, whatéver it'is:: Try bobbing it along

the surface. occasionally, using the two lower flies on




your leader as an anchor. The dropper strands should be
short. «A.leng rod helps. ' This fishing is more“fun than
streamer-drifting:  on a day when trout make the oceasional

boil behind a bobbing fly, the old hormones really get

moving. When fish are sluggish, the fly works also well

fished fairly deep in rivers.

No fly guarantees success. Black ones at least work

with the odds.




Captions

Trtlevof istory ' "BLACK

Author: Datus C. Proper

1)

A fall of black ants helped this six-year-old catch

his  fixrstitrout ‘(and. here.a grayling); on dsdry £fly.
Big browns don't always want big flies. This one
passed upsacstonerly nymph for ‘a’ "Fancy Black! en the
dropper.

Size 20 ant with beaver dubbing.

Size 16 ant with hare's-ear-tip dubbing.

Size 14 ant with seal's-fur dubbing.

Black gnat with lapwing hackle, crow-herl body.

Black gnat with hackle-tip wing, crow-herl abdomen,
hare'!s=ear ‘thorax, and spent! hackle.

The Fancy Black.
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About ???? words Datus Proper
1085 Hamilton Road
Belgrade, MT 59714

(406) 388-3345

KEEP IT SIMPLE

The less you fiddle,

the better you fish.

You are ready for this when a member of your family calls
from the car to ask if you're through fishing yet, and you
haven't started. You jumped out of bed early, loaded the minivan,
drove two hours, strung up your rod, rebuilt your leader, tied on

a fly, and sneaked up on a trout. With time enough and luck, you

might have caught it before your gallery wanted lunch.

I shall provide expert advice on dealing with this problem,
because it is the only problem in the world on which I am an
expert. Witness my rucksack. The whole of my equipment fits into
it and can be hiked upstream, beyond hearing range, within two
minutes.

The problem (say I, with authority) is not that you have too
much tackle. You're just mixing it with too much water. You fell
for the widespread assumption that fishing tackle is for fishing.

This may be true of spinning and bait-casting tackle. Fly-fishing




equipment, on the other hand, is for buying, selling, trading,
auctioning, collecting, debating, creating ambiance, developing
fine motor coordination, and avoiding work that might contribute
to the gross national product.

That's during the off-season, however. For actual fishing
(in water), tackle is best when it is least. Stuff most of it
into a closet until the next technical season. Leave out just two
active-duty rods -- one for fishing and other for when you break
the first, which may not take long if you fish in brush with an
ultra-fine graphite tip.

The rod is not the most important item of tackle, mind you.
It's just the first, because you need it when you go shopping for
a wehicle into which the rodiwill fit - full length. A

quick-draw rod can give you an extra half-hour of fishing each

day: fifteen minutes getting set up and fifteen taking rod, reel,

and terminal tackle apart, then looking for the containers in
which they fit.

The third item of tackle is the vest, and the hard part is
finding one without too many pockets. Nature abhors an empty
pocket.

I had a vest custom-made. It started with a nylon mesh
shell, to which were added enough pockets for two fly boxes, some
loose spools of leader material, a clipper, and very little more.
This vest pulls the pointer down to [], fully loaded. The scale
is the same one I use for fish, so you may have confidence that

the weight is not understated.




With luck, your rod, car, and vest will never get close to
the trout. (If they do, check to see whether you have fallen in.)
With waders, however, we are getting to the important stuff. The
bad thing about waders is that they smell like you. The good
thing is that it's no coincidence. You use waders. In the
500-year history of angling as we know it, no one has ever made a
wader collection.

I recommend nice, thick, hot neoprene waders for unmarried
anglers, who have too much time for mischief anyhow. It does them
good to spend a few minutes changing into special pants,
sprinkling talcum on them, easing the waders up, pulling gaiters
over feet, lacing on separate wading shoes, and fastening the

gaiters over the shoes. Opera singers go to just as much trouble

with their costumes and they don't even have to walk on algae.

For me, however, the best waders come with boots attached.
The trick is to avoid the molded plastic kind, which come with
square feet and no ankles. Hand-formed rubber hip-boots are made
for walking. If equipped with felt soles, they will also keep you
upright on slippery rocks. You won't have to run back to the car
to change into dry clothes and learn that the kid has picked
Saturday to come down with appendicitis.

Simplicity gets you beyond the crowd. You stop peering into
faces and pockets and boxes. You start looking through the
surface, into the place where the trout lives. It's a private
act, conversation without words.

You get beyond this century, too. The intensity peels you




back. What you see, you want. You cease being an aesthete. You

become a hunter.

This century has been the most savage in history, if you see
through the surface to what we actually did, and the most

peaceful if you listen to our intentions. We've been in denial.

Fishing has always been a kind of hunting




Fishing is more fun than fiddling

[One of my favorite people made it to Falling Springs Creek
every weekend with the stuff that dreams are made of. He had a
stack of tubes with rods in them, hand-made reels in leather
cases, fly-tying materials in a varnished chest, and a
leather-bound canvas case for the fly-boxes that would not fit in
his vest. The rest of us would drop by for a visit. We'd drink
coffee, have a tackle-show, and do some casting practice. Our

host was a happy man because he had learned what he enjoyed

doing: tackle-collecting.

I have been happier myself since learning what does me good.
In my case, however, the best part is fishing -- at least when
the weather is good -- and the simpler my gear gets, the more
time there is for trout. ]

Till then, forget about casting and entomology and all other
trivia that fascinate and terrify. Most of it isn't for the fish.
It's for the angler.

The problem at core is that the world is too much with you.
You tried to escape the workplace but brought along enough
equipment to provide another set of problems.

[If your spouse objects, here is the clinching argument: a
vehicle that will accept a nine-foot rod will also be long enough
to accommodate the dog's cage behind the kid's row of seats. You
can thereby take the whole household on your fishing trips:
spouse, kids, dog, and fishing rod. And with the rod all set up,

you can be hidden in the brush before anyone misses you. ]




My wife finishes her novel while I'm still sitting on the
tailgate, getting corseted up.

This is about fishing, not sports cars, which I used
extensively before concluding that fishing was more fun.

The line is different. [Suppose you want to cast small,
insect-imitating flies (dry, wet, or nymph) so that they drift
down the current naturally. Some of your casts will be upstream
over the fish. The tip of the line may drop right on top of the
trout. A 4-weight line is a good choice, landing lightly and
casting well, even into a moderate wind.

There is a method that is radically different, even though
it too 'Is called fly-fishing. Yol cast cross-stream, or
across-and-down. You let the current catch your line and swing
your fly over the trout. This is the usual method for minnow
imitations -- streamers and such. These big flies are easier to
cast with a 6-, or even 7-weight line. ] On upstream casts, the
line may land right on top of the trout. A 3- or 4-weight

double-taper will at least land lightly. On the other hand, a

heavier 5-, 6~, or 7 weixght will do a better job'of casting a big

streamer downstream. My graphite rods will generally handle two
or three lines sizes, but it saves time to carry two rods all
rigged up to handle light and heavy fishing.

You can buy every other item of tackle, but ready-made
leaders are seldom right to begin with, and even if they are,
repairs and alterations are soon needed. You know how to make

them if you tie your own leader to begin with.




Tackle is ideal as an excuse for retreating to the basement
and closing the door.

[The fine-tipped, stiff-butted rods are splendid tools, mind
you, for casting.

Casting is a great sport that I mean to learn one day.
Meanwhile, most of my fishing is in streams where casts over
forty feet spook [] more trout than they catch. A rod that is
slow in action, as graphite goes, makes the timing of short casts
easier, improving accuracy. Such rods always have thin butts. The
tips, while not thick, are sturdy enough to survive the
occasional whack against trees. ]

[Nine feet is as good a length as any, for casting, and
better than anything shorter for holding the heavy part of a line

off the water, thereby improving the fly's drift. You might

prefer a rod as short as 73 feet, however, if you live where the

trout streams are three feet wide and overhung by brush. ]

For that matter, our graphite rods still come with reel
seats of cocobolo wood from Central America. We make such
gestures to show that we feel badly about what happened to rods
made of bamboo from China.

There is, however, no way to avoid streamside fiddling with
the leader. It is the single most troublesome piece of tackle. A
guide who has seen everything tells me that some of his clients
have hundreds of flies but cannot tie one of them on in less than
five minutes. To such an angler, some knot-tying practice in

winter could be worth more a battery of new rods.




You want a vehicle in which the rod of your choice wakdldl afilE

when fully assembled.

Most fly-fishers [] still dismantle their rods and stow them

in attractive aluminum cases with brass caps. We had to do this,
in the days of bamboo, but the

An ancient Ford Fairmont wagon, for example, can accept a
nine-foot rod between the seats. An Isuzu Trooper has space
beside the seats, on the side where my wife slips in. The Ford
Explorer would fit any rod that either of -us could 1irt with one
hand.

-- mainly a toolbox for repairing other stuff.

when each of them is filled with gear, thirty-two pockets

make you look like the tenor in the last act.







