Eyes are a good example of such a
trade-off in moles. Vision can be of little
use as a means for sensing much about
the environment in the total darkness
of burrows. Thus, the tiny eyes of moles
are remnants of the normal eyes pos-
sessed by their predecessors and above-
ground relatives. Indeed, their pinhead-
sized but complete eyes are probably
capable of perceiving little more than
shifting shadows.

Even their ears are greatly reduced.
In the case of ears, however, hearing is
still present, but the external ears, or
pinnae, have been lost. After all, they
would be of little use in burrows, and
perhaps even hinder moles by catching
in tunnels and filling their ears with
dirt.

n obvious feature of a mole is

its hair, which is dlfferent

\than 1 that of most mammals,
however Most mammals possess two
underhair and guard

, or pelage, serves a var-

Thevsoft underhair is

‘animal like a mole that spends most of
its time underground, however, camou-
flage is not too important and the color-
most moles have no guard halr atall. A
‘mole’s fur is very dense and soft, good
for keeping warm, and perhaps more
importantly, for easing | through tight
corridors. underground.

A close look at the coat of most
mammals reveals that their fur is
somewhat flattened, with the tips of the
hairs directed toward the tail end. It's”
that way for a couple of reasons. When
a mammal is cold the nervous system
sends messages to muscles located in
the skin. These muscles contract, pull
on the base of the hair, and cause it to
stand up. With more dead air spaces,
the fluffed-up coat provides more insu-
lation. We humans also have these
muscles—we just don’t have much hair
to fluff up.

There’s good reason for a mammal’s
hair to be directed toward the tail end.
For most mammals that live on land, it
would be difficult to move forward
through vegetation if they had to bend
back hairs that were pointed forward.
But, it’s not that way for moles. With
one-directional fur, a mole would have
a hard time making a backward escape
out of its burrow. Thus, a moles halr

— ————
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The Specialized
Mole

Below is a comparison of
the front feet, forearms,
and humerus bones of the
eastern mole (far left) and
the hispid cotton rat (left),
both mammals of compar-
able size. Notice how the
front feet of the mole have
evolved into specialized
digging claws, while the
cotton rat maintains the
slender, elongated feet and
forearm bones common to
small, above-ground mam-
mals.

The elbow joint (A) remains
at nearly a 90° angle when
a mole is burrowing. The
extrabonein a mole’s wrist
(B) serves to widen the
foot. The palm of the mole’s
foot is directed outward
and backward. During the
power stroke, heavy mus-
cles that attach to the
humerus (C) cause it to
rotate and the foot then
sweeps against the side of
the burrow.

actually lies in neither direction. Better

~yet, it lies in both directions, and a mole
“can crawl backward through the bur-

row as easily as it can move forward.
Probably the most dramatic feature
of a mole is its greatly enlarged front-
feet. Moles have large and shovel-like
frontfeet with broad and powerful
claws. They wouldn’t make very good
hiking boots, but they're great for a
mole. As in most mammals that live
underground, the length of the limbs of
moles are greatly reduced—if for no
other reason than they take up less
room. Certainly, the longer the legs, the
larger the burrow would have to be.
And larger burrrows mean larger
predators, not to mention the added
work to build warm nests. But, the
main reason that these mammals have
short limbs seems to be for leverage.
Imagine having alarge-bladed shovel
that has a long handle. Imagine also

that in order to use the shovel you had
to grip the handle at the end, farthest
Sfromthe blade. Well, if the soil was soft,
loose and didn’t weigh very much, you
could dig a very small trench before
you tired. Certainly, if you had to “build
a house” in such a fashion, however, you
wouldn’t have the energy to search for
food and water, find a mate, fatten up
for the winter, much less escape from
predators! So, moles have large, short-
handled shovels.

But, here’s another example of a
trade-off. This remarkably powerful
digging adaptation has left the mole
capable of little other arm movement,
whether it’s in its burrow, in water, or
even trying to crawl out of your hand.

Most of us know what a mole looks
like. But what if you're wandering in
the mountains, binoculars swinging
from your neck, camera bouncing off
your binoculars and you see a short-
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Shifters

by John F. Pagels

MAY 1986

Tunneling, burrowing,
shoveling their lives away
underground, the moles of
Virginia are forgotten
caretakers of our soil.

M O LE S! They're everywhere—

from sea level to the tops of our highest

mountains. But, whether we're revel-

ling at the beauty of wildflowers in

spring, or snoozing beside a shade tree

in summer, we probably won’t see

one—and they can’t see us, not even

when they’re above ground. Let’s take a

closer look.

Three species of moles occur in Vir-

ginia and all live underground, at least

most of the time. Moles possess a wealth

of adaptations for their specialized

existence. However, as is so often the

case when certain functions become

highly specialized, others are often

nearly lost.




Insecta-Slides®

Insecta-Slide Preview Edition
Giant Salmon Fly Nymph (Pteronarcys
California), American March Brown
(Stenonema vicarium), $10.50 per set.
Order now for your
Insecta-Slide
Preview Edition.

Send check or money order

20th Century Angler

920 Throgmorton Avenue,
Bronx, N.Y. 10465
(212) 931-6891

K ISSUES
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ILABLE...

AN from the i
first issue published

e

If you've
missed any of
the previously
published
issues of FLY
FISHERMAN,
a wide selec-
tion is still
available.

Copies may be ordered for

issues published during the past

2 years. In the event a particular
issue ordered is out of print your
payment will be returned promptly.

Order by mailing $3.00 per copy
(postage & handling included) to
FLY FISHERMAN, P.O. Box 278,
Pratt Station, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11205.
(Outside U.S.A. copies are $4.00
each.)

Please be sure to enclose payment
and identify the specific issues you
wish to receive.

Fly Lines . . .

after fastening the fly to the stick by jabbing
the point into the wood. This does not
seem to dull the hook or bend it. Then I
bind the leader in place with the rubber
band.

I store the finished sticks in round plastic
pill boxes that are available at drug stores.
I recommend that you locate the containers
first, so that you can make the pieces of
wood fit the space. Small plastic boxes that
are carried by many fly shops also work. I
carry about six finished leaders in a box
and label them according to pattern and
size. Now when I'm on the stream at dusk,
I can change flies by simply looping the
leaders together. I don’t worry about losing
my fly, and I've taken some nice trout
because of it. HOWARD ROGERS

Ilustration by Gary Allen

Duplicating Dubbing

As trout become more sophisticated, tying
a fly that is an accurate imitation of an
insect becomes the goal of most tiers. Most
of us can make a dubbing mixture that
resembles the body of an insect, but if you
happen upon a successful mixture, can you
duplicate it precisely in the future? Probably
not, if you are like many tiers who mix
their dubbing by trial-and-error until they
achieve the shade they desire. However, if
you accurately measure the quantities of
materials used in the mixture and keep a
record of them, you will be able to duplicate
the dubbing mixture with ease. Loose
material, such as fur clipped off a skin, can
be measured by weighing it on a powder
scale fre ers. The
unit of measure—1/10 of a grain—repre-
sents just enough fur to dub about five #12
dry fly bodies.

Here’s how my system works. Mix your
dubbing materials, for example cream fox
and muskrat, in increments of 1/10 of a
grain, until you achieve the color you want.
Keep a record of the amount of each material
you used, and store the finished dubbing in
an envelope labeled with a list of the materials
and the amounts of each. Then, if the
dubbing proves successful, you'll be able
to duplicate it without guessing.

MAURICE MELLON
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Our first catalog of
angling books and prints
is now available. Over
150 titles. Prints by
Hardie, Whitlock,
Renesson, and Stidham.
We pay postage and
insurance and guarantee
delivery. Fast service
and no back orders.

Catalog price: $1.00

RD 9, Box 204,
Carlisle, Pennsylvania
17013
(717) 243-9721
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DIRECTORY &
BUYING GUIDE

The soundest advice on how to get the best
sound for your money is in the 1979 STEREO
DIRECTORY & BUYING GUIDE. It features all
the latest information on stereo components—
Amplifiers ® Tuners ® Receivers ® Compact
Systems ® Record Turntables ® Speaker Sys-
tems ® Phono Cartridges and Tonearms ® Cas-
sette, Open-Reel, and 8-track Tape Machines e
Headphones and Microphones ® Raw Tape and
Accessories ® Equalizers, Expanders, Noise
Reduction e Auto Tape Equipment, and Video
Cassette Recorders. More than 2500 products
in all, listed by manufacturer, each with model
number, complete specifications, description,
and pricel BONUS FEATURES — Decision-
Making guide for 1st-Time Stereo Component
Buyers . . . How to Maintain and When to
Upgrade Hi-Fi Equipment . ., The New ‘‘Super”
Records — direct-cut and digitally recorded
discs . . . Audio Technical Terms Explained—
Plus a directory listing the names and ad-
dresses of all the leading component manufac-
turers. Whether you’re shopping for your very
first stereo system, or trading up components
for a more sophisticated rig, you'll get sound
advice if you shop first in the 1980 STEREO
DIRECTORY & BUYING GUIDE. Only $2.50!

STEREO DIRECTORY, Dept. 01251, P.0. Box 278,
Pratt Station, Brooklyn, NY 11205.

Enclosed is $3.50* (postage and handling included)
for the 1980 STEREO DIRECTORY & BUYING GUIDE,

print name

address

city state zip

*Residents of CA, CO, DC, FL, IL, MI, MO, NY
STATE, and VT add applicable sales tax.
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“MOSQUITO BITES”
WHY SUFFER

What Users Say About E-Z

“‘| have-a seven year old son who is al-
lergic to mosquitoes. He has taken oral
vaccine unsuccessfully and injections
from the doctor on a weekly basis were
little better. Now with E-Z, for the first
time in his life he can enjoy the summers
and not worry about mosquito bites. We
took E-Z to our doctor and he said they
were perfectly safe to use and that he
had heard they were very good.”’ D.S.,
Silsbee, Texas

One word describes these E-Z Oral Tab-
lets, Fantastic! D.R.S., Mission Hills, Ca
The result is quite astonishing! Not a
single bite was noted. Used them in Nor-
way, fishing. H.B., Switzerland

| am extremely sensitive to mosquito
bites, but since taking E-Z | am happy
to report that | have not been bitten
once, even though | have been re-
peatedly exposed. G.M., Long Beach, Ca
My son and | have had trouble all our
lives with mosquito bites. Drs. couldn’t
help. Now that we take E-Z we are able
to go outside and not be afraid. God
Bless your firm. Mrs. E.M., Calumet
City, Il

Your pills have made it possible for me
to be outdoors without worries. S.B.,
Stanton, Ca.

I've talked to 6 campers today, and they
all say your E-Z pills really work; not a
single bite! H.A.H., Garden Grove, Ca.

Used E-Z, | am impressed with the re-
sults. You've made a great break-thru
for the outdoors person! D.S.A., Bel-
mont, Mich.

These pills work so well, | have to give
your address to everyone that tries
them! C.W.S., San Antonio, Texas

E-Z has saved our lives! This is the first
summer that we have been free of mos-
quito bites. If you want proof that E-Z
works, we are prime examples! Mrs.
R.S.S., Abiline, Texas

While others swabbed themselves with fly
dope. smelling and feeling icky. we took
two tablets and suffered much less than
our companions. B.R.P., Bedford, Ma.

o DISTRIBUTORS WANTED ‘\‘g .

O ALL OF US KNOW... the complete
discomfort and apparent helplessness we
have when confronted by swarms of mos-
quitoes every time we try to enjoy the
outdoors. Even though its only the female
mosquito who attacks you (to secure
your blood to use for producing eggs and
hordes of more mosquitoes) your defense
against them is very limited unless you
protect yourself.

There are many products on the market
from protective nets, special clothing,
messy and odorous sprays, smoking lamps
and other devices, but none of these are as
simple as taking a pill.

Cordova Labora-
_ tories markets a vitamin size tablet which when
\ taken orally by people provides a systemic chem-
_ ical which emits an odor through the pores of the
skin that mosquitoes detect immediately and
avoid you. .. hence no bite! This same odor how-
ever cannot at all be detected by humans so
therefore you yourself do mot offend anyone by
taking the pill!

So why suffer from mosquito bites when the
answer is E-Z...you take one small tablet to
keep mosquitoes away for 12 to 24 hours. E-Z is
a vast improvement over many other types of in-
sect protection products. E-Z is completely safe
being compounded of ordinary food supplements
under the most careful and sanitary control.
The tablets are safe for people of all ages, in-
cluding children.

E-Z is an accepted and proven
product. Cordova Laboratories has
on file in it’s offices an impressive

.. number of comments from satisfied
i users. TRY E-Z, WE BACK IT UP.

e e xS S G SIS CSSSSTR USRS USRSTE SRl SERSESY

&
GUARANTEE
If for any reason you
are not completely sat-
isfied with E-Z, Cor-
dova Laboratories will
refund your money and
no questions asked.

| _Order now from CORDOVA LABORATORIES |
I 13177 Foothill Bivd., Sylmar, CA 91342, Tel: (213) 361-7724

Please send me. package(s) of E-Z Tablets.
100 tablet unit $10.95

(Postage and handling chargesincluded.) NOC.O.D.

I
I
I Name |
I
I
. |

I Address
' City State Zip
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WE WORK HARDER AT BEING BETTER

R i B I e R TR T s+ — BY HAVING THE BEST
— GIVING THE BEST

the surface to take food (and artificial flies, too) in the usual s AND BE' G HON EST

way. Towards and in the tail of the pool, where the depth

decreases considerably, grayling lie on or near the stream- We test every item we sell, and reject most of the tackle we try. So if we sell it
bed. to you, you know it is GOOD.

In the third case the grayling lie in the deep pool below the
waterfall of a mill-dam. The long pool gets narrower and TIP FOR NOVEMBER -
widens between rocky walls; here, in addition to those fish Before you tie a fly, examine the eye of the hook carefully. If it is not closed

i i id- i i properly, reject it — the nylon will fray at the knot. And when finishing the head,
which are in mid-water (or lie at the bottom), at times some do carry the thread over that join in the metal to help prevent any chafing later.

medium-sized grayling lie along the pool’s edge a few inches (If you use our hooks this will not be a problem!)

from rocky side-walls; there fish are ‘on the fin’ even as near to
the surface as a feeding trout. OFFER FOR NOVEMBER
To .ConC|Ude, n .my opinion tgased on my experience, you Heard of polypropylene? We think it is time we took an honest look at this
can find the grayling ‘on the fin’, but as an exception and material. It is a mfan&madeafibre. It is Ilg?‘ter than v;llat?r. These tmg ?(tt';xputtﬁ:
5 i H e have been magnified in advertising so that some fly tyers now think it is
under well-determined circumstances. The determmlng fac- solution to all dubbing problems.” We submit that it is not. We have been
tors appear to be a remarkable depth of water, a shortage of looking at th:‘s materiarl]ngw for three yeaysl,?nd we Ra}/?ﬂcolmettottge reluctant
i H . conclusion that it might be a poor material for any fly! (Reluctant because we
feeding zones, and, relatively, an abundance of fish. could be making a gr?fit out fof it!) B#t we have 'satlsfbieté_oursﬁlves thg we
H actually catch FEWER fish on flies with polypropylene bo ies, than we doQ
X Antonio Sabbadini flies with bodies of two other materials, seal’s fur (which is a devil to dub) aP\{f?
Udine, |tl|Y Yorkshire Flybody Fur (which is a dream to dub, or to wind). \}
We agree that poly is lighter than water. Its specific gravity is 0.96. Which is a
technical way of saying that 96 Ibs of the stuf':will just support 4 Ib?;fhwell(g';rx |3
H the surface film. Or that a size 2/0 body might just support a size 100k! An
call in the Boy scouts we think that the floatability of a dry fly depends far more on the “prickliness"
of the body material and its grip on the surface tension of the'water. So that the

i ica’ : finer and more pliable the body dubbing, the less well the fly will float. The
| SYMPATHISE with Taff Price’s prObIem when faced with an same rule applies to hackles, of course. And all the polypropylene we have

order for my Daddy-long-legs pattern. In choosing flies for my examined has one grave disadvantage = i has a glittferyf.s;qnooth griace to

i i H 3 each fibre. And.natural flies do not glitter at the range of a fish's eyeball. Some
series, | do try, as_ far as pOSS|b|e' to cons.lder the professnonal of them have a sheen, but we have not found any which glitter. 7

fly-tyer, but inevitably, some patterns involve a good deal So we looked around for a substitute for seal’s fur. Ngt that seal'sAf:Jr is nogaI

i i superb body material, it is, but it usually involves tacky wax, or silly specia

more trOUbI? t!‘an others. The p_rofe_sswnal has the chou;e of tools to twist threads together, hopefully with the fur trapped in the coils. We

two courses; either he can tell his clients why a pattern like a found a man-made fibre, surface treated tt? remove thedglitter but tclafleave a

i sheen, long in the staple so that it is delightfully easy to dub, in a wool form so

Daddy' or the leaded Mayﬂy nymph, has to be prlced well that it cangbe simply wound on large bodies, tolerant of picking out as much

above average, or he can accept a loss on the complex shagginess as you like with a dubbing needle, adbgutbth%sgme t|hiCkn§SS anﬂ
i i spring as seal’s fur. We then found that we could dub a body in less than half,
padbme il hacell yjoledtiian make QOOd on the snmple tf'\)e tigr’ne, and tests showed that the fish could not tell the difference. On dr,

ones, like Chompers, Green Partridge, and the like. flies, wet flies, or nymphs. But they could with polypropylene, so we %0 not?
i i it as dubbing. If the time ever comes when we find a type of poly whic! satisfies
Hawever, perhaps i mlght like to adOpt myown method us that it wﬁl fulfil all the promises so far made for it, then we shall offer it to

for obtaining double-knotted pheasant tail fibres for Daddies. you with a clear conscience. . R
- - For November only, we offer a pack of 24 colours of Yorkshire Flybody Fur,
An eleven yoar old BOY Scout knocked at Y door some years on cards of 5 yards of a colour, post-free, by return, for £3.50, incl VAT.

ago, .during Bob-a-Job week. He made his own price for
knotting pheasant tail fibres and went away with £1.50. | have
now enouqh of these knotted fibres to last a lifetime. Perhaps You may think that this advert is a bit blunt. In Yorkshire this bluntness is just

Taff can find a nimble-fingered child who will enable him to c'?lled honegty. And hlonesty runs through ourhcatalogue. We tell\\l/vou about the
2 i fitati = . things we do not sell, almost as much as the things we do. With a colour

offer Daddy Iong legs imitations at the ”ght Price. section showing you the full range of Flybody Fur, and Pearsall's Gossamer.
Richard Walker With a fishing tip on every page. With a money-back voucher if you order
Bigal de, Bedford anything from us. With quizzes to find out how good an angler you are. With a
ggleswade, Bedror shire casting lesson, and fly tying lessons. All for 50p, post-free, by return. You really
cannot afford to be without this bargain. Remember, you have a winter of fly
tying to get ready for, and your tackle to overhaul before many prices go up
next year. And your wife may be looking for hints for Christmas, so mark our

're’and has muc" to Offer catalogue and leave it lying around!

comments in the letter pages, one m|ght come to the conclu- A few people think that a fishing rod is a rod is a rod. But it isn’t. A stick cut from

sion that Irish trout fishing is ““done for”. | do not share the a hedge would do, after a fashion, but how much pride would we take in one of
view that it has yet reached that stage. | first fished in Ireland in those? (We noticed the other day that most tree branches have one of those
1961 i d h % = magic compound tapers!)

an ave done so each year since. Certainly there are So when we designed our range of carbon fibre rods, we ended by designing

problems of pollution on several rivers and some loughs, and ihn a bit of ;f)fride, Pgd?‘ for us to sell i}(, knowinghthat it }s thﬁ fines; rod we can
H . o f . . umanly offer. Pride for you to use, knowing that the finish will draw glances
in particular a disgraceful situation of urban sewage pollution from your friends, and your casting will be effortless. (But that's up to you, of

on a once-famous brown-trout |ough, but these affected course — some anglers make it look like hard work with any rod, but this is not
necessary with one of ours.)

waters are still a very small proportion of the total brown-trout If you would like a completed rod, with its high-quality reliable reel fitting,

fishing available. whikpped in green with red edgings, a lustrous varnish finish, a comfortable
H H n cork handle, in a bag and in a case, with your initials in gold-coloured letters on
The Inland Fisheries TrUSt' who are responsuble for the the rod and on the case, why not telephone us to talk about it? We welcome

management of much of Ireland’s waters, have in my opinion orders on Barclaycard or Access over the telephone.

m i i tehi On the other hand, you may wish to take advantage of being able to whip the
ado Yoo considerable MDproveIaail S to the ﬁShmg they rings on for yourself, and put some varnish on the whippings — not at all

control over the past few years (and whose staff incidentally difficult, and you save a bit on the cost, and some of the pride of workmanship

3 H is your own. Why not telephone us to discuss your particular ideas on rings,
must surely be the most friendly, helpful anywhere, to the SO e

visiting angler)- One thing we do promise. If you are not absolutely delighted with your rod

Trout fishing in England in recent years has been greaﬂy when you receive it, and you return it to us, you will receive an instant refund of
your purchase price. We have had only one of these in three years, and we got

enhanced by the provision of well-managed large new reser- our wires crossed a bit on that one, because he bought a different rod from us a

voirs, and one can hard|y beat a good day at one of them for hmontrr\‘ Izter. For fu‘Il detafils please 'fee our adver':in I7st monthd's issu‘eS.‘I\nyfou
= 3 - - A . - ave had our catalogue for more than two months, please send us a or

qua"ty of fish, but there is still their equal in Ireland given the our newsheet of altegrations and additions to our ca?alogue.

same degree of skill and luck, and where the actual cost of the THE YORKSHIRE GRAPHITE ROD RANGE — perfection is Yorkshire-shaped!

fishing is nil or almost nil, in beautiful surroundings, where the

trout look up to an abundance and variety of fly life that MACKENZ'E-PHILPS LTD_

English reservoir trout have never seen the likes of.
Let us hope that all pressure be brought to bear on the v/ s%gg&g %Plluh\:?%‘sloﬁgg;% gg%::ERBY
polluters and those public bodies who seem to condone such : b i ; x

November, 1978
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TROUT AND
SALMON is the only
magazine in Britain devoted
exclusively to the sport of game
fishing with rod and line for salmon, sea-trout and trout, and
since it was founded in July 1955 it has achieved a wide
readership among all serious game anglers — not only in Great
Britain but in many other parts of the world — who are eager to
improve and develop their skills as fly fishermen.
Over the years, articles have been contributed by fly fishermen
whose knowledge of the sport and expertise with rod and line
have made them eminent in the world of game fishing. They have
written with perception, conviction and wit on every practical
and theoretical aspect of fly fishing. This selection of articles
from the first twenty-one years of TROUT AND SALMON contains
a wealth of information: the way to fish under every conceivable
type of water and weather; the tackle best suited to a variety of
needs; the flies likely to bring the best results whether on still or
running water. These are subjects vital to all game fishermen
and are among those discussed in detail in these articles.

This superb book is published by David and Charles and
contains 198 pages and is casement bound and jacketed. PRICE
£5.95 from your bookseller, or post free using the coupon below.
(Available UK and Republic of Ireland only).

| To TROUT AND SALMON (Book),
117 Park Road, Peterborough PE1 2TS.

I Please send copy(ies) of The Complete Trout and Salmon
Fisherman Book (¢ £5.95 each (post free). I enclose cheque/P.O. value
£ made payable to TROUT AND SALMON.
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Letters

behaviour, and that a more enlightened approach appears in
the near future in the planning and execution of arterial land-
drainage schemes, for here surely as much damage is being
unwittingly done as can be attributed to pollution.

Finally, the Government, in the light of experience gained
from past failures in other industrial countries in Europe (and
the danger signals now flashing in Irish home waters), should
have the good sense to halt the destruction in time, for Irish
trout fishing in general is still as good as anywhere else in
Europe. Long may it remain so!

John Logue
Saffron Walden, Essex

A much-travelled corixa

PERIODICALLY, discussions arise concerning the methods by
which freshly-excavated pits quickly become inhabited with
many forms of life. | recently witnessed a most surprising
incident.

A consignment of fencing panels, individually wrapped in
black polythene sheets, were stacked fiat on my driveway such
that when it rained three days later shallow pools were
created. A further two days later when | removed the top panel
I noticed a disturbance in the puddle on the underlying panel.
Further examination revealed a fully-grown corixa which
when transferred to a more suitable container proved to be in
perfect condition.

Readers who have previously found the “spawn on ducks
legs” transfer theory implausible might like to consider how
this creature survived a 7- to 10-day journey over 200 miles, on
fence panels which had been freshly creosoted and stacked
vertically on the back of an open lorry?

David Jones
Comberton, Cambridge

Salmon before he had started!

BEFORE starting to fish for salmon in the Dee, near Corwen,
North Wales, | volunteered to show a friend who had never
held a rod in his life how to cast with a fixed-spool reel. | made
a demonstration cast and as the Devon Minnow hit the water a
salmon took it. In some five to six minutes | safely grassed it;
11 Ib. My colleague thought that salmon fishing was easy.
Needless to say he persevered for almost six hours after this
incident without success.

| have been fishing for salmon for over thirty years but have
never experienced such a quick take.

Leslie B. Williams
Liverpool

Too many small fish

AS THE FIRST season at Bew! Bridge comes to a close, | feel it
necessary to voice my opinion regarding the success, or
failure, of this beautiful Kent fishery.

No doubt, the Southern Water Authority see Bewl! Bridge to
be the showpiece of their trout waters, and at first sight there
is no doubt they are right.

However, when we consider what has happened through
the season, the sweet taste of success begins to turn some-
what bitter. In order to get Bew! Bridge “off the ground”’ the
fishery was ““over-stocked’”’ at the beginning of the season.
Since then the continuous stocking of small fish has ruined the
balance of the reservoir completely. Now (late August) when
we would expect to be catching larger fish in excellent
condition we are still catching stock fish of poor quality
averaging well under a pound a time.

Indeed, in recent weeks black fish have been caught, a sight
that we would not expect to see after May. These poor-quality

Continued on page 25

Trout and Salmon




