
"Here's why I 
fish with AIRFLO 

fly lines"
" I am always looking out for new 
developments in rods and lines because I 
have to use the best equipment to en­
sure I maintain my position as World 
Champion. Over the past 20  years the 
developments in graphite rod tech­
nology have been amazing and the rods 
I use today bear little relationship to what 
was available when I started my career. 
Fly lines on the other hand had changed 
little until AIRFLO came along. Years ago 
Tasked one of the PVC fly line manufac­
turers to make a non-stretch fly line for 
all the obvious reasons: Bite detection, 
hook set, casting accuracy and distance 
etc. Finally, at last I have the line I want, 
AIRFLO.
I have been using the new AIRFLO non­
stretch Super + lines for various types of 
fishing and I know that with AIRFLO I 
feel more sub-surface Strikes; the lines 
float higher and they pick off the water 
better. The Teflon® in the coating 
makes the lines' shooting and water 
repulsion properties quite remarkable. 
Normally a new product may challenge 
its rivals in one or two respects but 
AIRFLO is a really big breakthrough. The 
special polymer coating won't crack, it is 
little affected by ultra violet light, and its 
abrasion resistance is incredible. 
Another important point is that all the 
sinking lines sink tip first due to 
AIRFLO's unique Density Compensa­
tion.
Take my advice and fish with the new 
AIRFLO fly lines this season, I am con­
vinced they are the best in the world" .

SEND NOW FOR THE FULL 
COLOR BROCHURE 

FEATURING AIRFLO LINES 
AND LEADERS 

ANGLER SPORT GROUP; 
6619 Oak Orchard Road, Elba, 

NY 14058. Telephone: 
in NYS 1-716-757-9958 

or 1-800-332-3937

BOOKSHELFi

L a F o n t a i n e ’s  D r y  F l y

The D ry F ly , by G ary L aF on ta ine . 
Greycliff Publishing, Box 1273, Helena, 
MT 39624,^1990, 308 p a g e !  «39.95 
hardcover.

Gary LaFontaine 15? third book is- the 
fruit of more than ten years of research 
carried out by LaFontaine and skilled 
a n g le r  o b se rv e rs . The re se a rc h  
involved detailed observation of trout 
and natural and artificial fly behavior 
from stream side blinds, fishing, and 
from  u n d e rw a te r  scu b a  d iv ing . 
LaFontaine says his work was checked 
for accuracy by fish biologists, psychol­
ogists, physicists, entomologists, and 
other expert anglers.

The Dry Fly consists of ten chapters 
and appendices. The first two chapters 
offer respective theories on why flies 
and anglers fail. LaFontaine’s conclu­

s io n s  may upset som e anglers—h e ’s® 
h igh ly  o p in io n a te d —b u t his v iew ­
p o in ts  a re  b a sed  o n  a life tim e  o f 
research and actual experience, both 
as a fisherman and a guide in Montana. 
Here are some examples of w hat he 
has to say on these subjects:

Why do imitations fail? “Failure has lit­
tle to do with matching the insect; an 
imitation foils when, distorted by the sur­
face film, it can’t match the trout’s per­
ception of the insect’s characteristics.^^ 

On primary and secondary triggering 
ch a rac te ris tic s , “L aF onta ine  p laces 
extreme emphasis on the wing of the 
dun, as did Vincent Marinaro, who gets 
much mention in this book. LaFontaine 
says: “The fully emerged dun is not visi­

ble all at once; it appears bit by bit— 
with the wings upright and tall, peek­
ing over the edge of the trout’s window 
as the insect rides downstream. This is 
why the trout keys so strongly on the 
adult mayfly’s wings.

And “It’s possible to guess at the trig­
gering characteristic of any dead-drift 
insect, not just mayflies, by watching 
how it floats on the water. If any part of 
the insect, including its legs if they are 
large enough or active enough, breaks 
through the surface film, this trait is 
noticed first. When an insect floats on 
th e  su rface  film  w ith o u t b reak in g  
through, any tall, upright feature will 
be noticed first. When an insect with­
out upright parts rests on the surface 
film, trou t notice the w idest feature, 
whatever it may be, first.”

On attracto rs:, “Jt is a m istake to  
th ink of an attractor pa ttern  as any­
thing other than a food form. To fish; 
it m ust ap p ea r to  be som eth in g  to  
eat—maybe an oddity, because of size, 
shape, color, or brightness, but it must 
still be recognizable as prey that may 
occur in a trout’s environment

LaFontaine psychoanalyzes trout in a 
chapter called “A State of Mind.” No, 
trout don’t , “think” in the way humans 
do, and their brains are the size o f a 
pea. But their brains function in reflex­
ive ways that have a great bearing on 
how and why they respond to natural 
and artificial flies. He offers: “My belief 
is that traits in a fish are the evolution­
ary forerunners of emotions in human 

C ontinued on page 16
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great lengths has always been our way
action and workmanship, a$ well as 
reels that combine the great designs of 
the past with the finest materials of 
the present. And because mass produc­
tion tends to produce only mediocrity, 
we painstakingly craft every rod and 
reel one-by-one, thus assuring our 
meticulous standards.

Such a process'surely takes more

time, but the enduring satisfaction 
from our customers has convinced us 
that it’s well worth the effort 

Simply stated, the rods and reels 
of R.L. Winston aren’t for every angler. 
However, if you have a true passion 
for fly fishing, see your nearest Winston 
dealer or contact us for m o re^  
information.

And discover for yourself why we 
go to such great lengths.

Hne Rods Since 1929

D r a l |  ¡ I  T w in  B r id g | j ,  M T  4

our dealers, it won’t have to be yours.
go far to find them. W ||e  enlisted the to help you select the perfect tackle for dealer nearest you. Because we’re closer
most knowledgeable fly fishing dealers your needs. So visit the R.L. Winston than you think. ’ ̂
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fê cî ^TOry: Ë$~péd Y&fts oo 
,Î28p i<̂ ^ ra J 4ai ija^S  ufte.134 
|P ^ (% ia ^ B ^ ^ R r a M 18 
M # 67& i | 3' | ' lQ 0- 868-d214 
^Mx^904- m 7g p M g

iuhâ̂ â'n̂ ^MTN Ë 9 9 ||  
g f - ® î Ô 944; ■ *

^U b S i 3  Xvàf^
61̂ g | 4f § § M

^ ® GAI i l S
11

RO. Box 419328 
-t<â’n § a ^ i l^ M d  
^ 1̂ | | |- 5431, ‘§*O0-i8'2Î:-5374; }.
|^^¥oBWiFlmSwnd I  
B,oeciaïtm^^®|
* |4gb“Qra

E6bBMm L̂'v*!t

‘ Beckiës Fisain ^ ^ ^ ^ Ë  
Outfitters

^ a jp ^ffliafêBrihas Rd - j

RD1-^SSftP^
^ p n f© ^  PAlt7814
wmÊmËÊmÊ
Ç B e d fQ r â ^ ^ fn ^ i^ i  

t̂reaf -y
W ® r d E ® Y  iQ S é M î 

djQfeËast
^àtf^MVA'2l’w2f

¥ÊÈm.'<
porjneauf L^klÎ{T^ ^ o a i  
11

P P ro ëàtMflH Ë S^A 16316 

..Country

■ l^ ô rg a n tc ^ ^ p - l^ ^ ^ H

Ore a 11 fj[y. F i s K i n g, l p ^  
. i ‘4‘80 p ^ ^ l h Î i g l i way ' " ÉifiM, H B |n H

l i f f la 6erB6ortiha^ S ^ ^ P  
} 513 We st U n i o n Ave n u e 
$ ® M tB ro o K  NJ *08® Ç Ç  
i 2bU 35‘è-d60'-4- *'/ 

i:^ S :^ S ô ^ g 86ÿ  \k

^ ^ » te w ^ p A ,  ,1j9Ô1-0f ( à !
; « M # g

:;’ 220̂ ë̂ m,i4v̂  rfu^^
I  BâiyiM ^ ^ M f̂ p B iB M  

301-665-6034
Great Qutd

/RaiéigK“ N © 2>76^ ®
H H 9 |

y^éwMpoÆ^®^; tf
’ ..603i^ 7i^ 3"88' f  S

Flunter-Banks Co.
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B o o k s h e l f .  . .

What's In a  Name?
Besides a reputation for quality and performance, what makes a S C O T T  
graphite worth considering when you’re looking for a  fly rod?

A t the most base level, S C O T T  has a different attitude toward rod design 
and production. In sharp contrast to fly fishing’s mass manufacturers, 
S C O T T  still spends a great deal of time building each individual rod. Our 
goal is not quantity, but rather fly rods which cast and fish effortlessly, and 
which possess exceptional consistency from rod to rod.

To  that end we developed a semi-hollow internal ferrule. It’s not as 
“production-efficient” as the more common tip-over-butt type but, more 
significantly, it’s very strong, keeps ferrule mass a id  mid-rod stiffness to 
a minimum and allows a S C O T T  rod to maintain uniform blank diameters 
on either side of the ferrule. The result: no hinge or bounce at the ferrule, 
and an exceptionally smooth flow of power from hand to rod tip.

And because we know that new graphite materials alone don’t necessar­
ily create better fly rods, S C O T T  didn't jump willy-nilly on the “high- 
modulus” bandwagon. In fact, we haven’t found the newer 40+ msi 
graphites to be superior as the basis for light line fly rods. In rods for line 
weights #6 and heavier, we’ve used a 42 msi material selectively, and 
have designed a number of new models (our “T-Series”). These rods 
feature either greats' length or somewhat faster actions than other 
S C O T T  models. W hat we didn’t want, and what we didn’t design, were 
more of the extremely stiff actions commonly associated with higher 
modulus materials. So all eight T-series models retain that sweet S C O T T  
fe d . It’s not just the material, but what’s done with it that matters.

Finally, our flex-rating system , which grades every tip and butt according 
to stiffness and weight, lets us match rod sections precisely for optimum^ 
performance. In a very real sense, every S C O T T  fly rod is fine-tuned 
before it leaves our shop. It's more w ork, but tire results are worth it, a

S C O T T  builds 66 different m odels, for line weights from IS  tiirough#13i,| 
in lengths from 6’-10 ” to 10’ , in 2 -, 3 -, 4 -, arid 5 -piece versions, D r o p t ||  
a note, and we’ll send you our current catalog. W e’ ll also send you the l 
name of your nearest S C O T T  dealer, where you can discover fix’ yourself 
what a true high performance fly rod can mean to your fishing. "  |

HIGH PERFORMANCE 
HANDCRAFTED FLY RODS

1014 CARLETON STREET, BERKELEY, CA 94710 
I I 1 91 841-2444 FAX 841-2448
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C ontinued fro m  page 14 
beings, and that for every complex set 
of feelings in us there is a simpler corol­
lary in the basic brain. In humans those 
ipstinctive compulsions mav be ampli­
fied by the mental power of the neocor-^ 
tex (and thus the phrase “the depths of 
emotion”), but they are no less real or 
demanding in a fish.”

It’s a long, perhaps fanciful leap from 
fish to humans in the complex evolu­
tionary chain, and LaFontaine’s educa­
tion as a career behavioral psychologist 
may have influenced his creative rea­
soning. W hether one agrees with the 
au th o r’s epistem ological analysis o r 
not, his conclusions on trout behavior 
are both thought-provoking and expan­
sive. Thè reader m ust make his own 
decisions on whether they are quaintly 
anthropomorphic.

L aFontaine’s observations on  the 
w ork o f Dr. R obert Bachm an in his 
t ro u t  b eh av io ra l s tu d ie s  on  
Pennsylvania’s Spruce Creek at State 
College are  im portan t because they 
inspired the author to the study meth­
ods described in this book. Bachman 
used  raised  stream side observation  
blinds to watch trou t in daytime. No 
fisherm en w ere used except on  one 
day near the completion of the study. 
LaFontaine used streamside blinds, and 
scuba-diver observers along with fisher­
m en instream . LaFontaine concludes 
tha t Bachm an observed site-specific 
trout benavipr and that trout behavior 
varies opportun istically accord ing  to 
the disparate environments of different 
streams. It’s an im portant distinction 
to r  fishermen, because, as LaFontaine 
points out, each stream presents differ­
ent trout behavioral challenges for the 
fly fisher. In other words, fly fishing is 
not a simple game.

In chapters 5, and 6 LaFontaine 
divides anglers into empiricists, ^ n p r ^  
alists, and naturalists, or some combi­
nation  of the tnree. He says em piri­
cists select their flies by trial-and-error 
tem pered with experience. Generalists 
b e liev e  th a t p re s e n ta t io n  is m o re  
im portant than fly pattern, and natu­
ralists are those who match the hatch. 
Fie describes and discusses the fly-fish­
ing tactics practiced by each, and why 
th e ir m ethods som etim es w ork and 
sometimes fail.

One o f LaFontaine’s observations 
on flies in Chapter 6 reveals the foun­
dation for his convictions on fly tying. 
“A predator in the distorted world of 
w a te r  d o e s n ’t p e rce iv e  th e  w h o le

! insect on the surface, only the individ­
ual parts as they appear in his window 
n f v ision—The sam e p rin c ip le s  fo r 
effective fly design control bo th  w et 

C ontinued on page 18



People who know  the country, know w hy they need BdibOUr® C O U N T R Y  C L O T H I N G

the Spey 
Wading Jacket

‘FLY ROD & REEL’
1991 KUDOS 

AWARD WINNER

The best B ritish  c loth ing fo r the worst B ritish  weather

n g’ b r o ch u a v a il ab lg’ n o w - ^ f r e  êc opŷ pl e'a\&.write to-:-jBarbour IiiL̂ Dept Meadowbrook Drive,- Milford, New H a m p s ft ij||p3055»



B o o k s h e l f  . . .

C ontinued fro m  page 16 
and  dry fliesi/flfhe tie r has to  avoid 
negative characteristics, include all 
positive characteristics, and exagger­
ate the primary, or triggering, charac­
teristic . It’s not enough for an imita­
tion to be perfect—it has to be a cari­
cature of the natural.” The caricature 
approach to fly tying is not new, but it 
has seldom been given such emphasis 
or rational expression.

On his judgem en t on  fly profile: 
| ! . .This is still the most important fac­
tor in surface imitation. The profile of 
the fly, w hether ¡it sits lightly on  the 
surface film or rides flush in  in tak es  
precedence over size, color, shape, or 
even brightnesss. Why? All of those 
other factors vary in their effect, chang­
ing with how high or low the fly rides X

The book’s seventh chapter presents 
the conclusions of LaFontaine’̂  long­
term grasshopper study. It adds com­
plexity to our understandings of this 
seem ingly sim ple angling situation . 
LaFontaine ends the chapter by listing 
four general principles of hopper fish­
ing that should help many anglers who 
fish hopper country.

In the chapter titled “Large Fish with 
F in esse” L aFontaine offers several 
methods of taking large fish on small

drys. The chapter “Unnatural Acts” dis­
cusses when adding motion to the fly 
can be an asset and when it is a liabili­
ty. This chapter is heavy in fly-presen­
tation technique, and its sections on 
sh e lf- ta ile rs  is e sp ec ia lly  s tro n g , 
although not new.

In the  last chap ter, “A Theory of 
Attraction,” LaFontaine develops a the­
ory for tying m ore effective attractor 
patterns. Through extensive research 
and testing every com ponent of a fly, 
he scientifically designs “the perfect 
attractor dry fly” and gives the reasons 
why each component is as it is. At the 
end of each chapter, Lafontaine lists 
the flies that he carries in his boxes to 
meet the situations he has discussed. 
In the appendices he gives the patterns 
fo r each  o f  th e se  flies a lo n g  w ith  
appropriate comments. Also found in 
the appendices are notes on observing 
trout, comments from critical readers 
of the book, a list of sources for mate­
rials and accessories, and a postscript.

The Dry Fly is illustrated with crude 
bu t acceptable black-and-w hite line 
draw ings by G retchen Grayum, and 
color-conversion black-and-white pho­
tos by R. Valentine Atkinson and oth­
ers There are four color pages, with 
only eigh t co lo r p lates o f flies. I t ’s

un fo rtunate  that Lafontaine did no t 
use the color pages m ore effectively, 
since at least eight flies could  have 
been shown per page to present the 
natu ra ls and flies tha t m atch them . 
This color matching could have provid­
ed a vital (to the fly tier) visual founda­
tion for what is set forth in the text.

Also, the publisher, in this case the 
author, should have given the reader 
at least 16 co lor pages to  illustra te  
other important points that he makes 
in the  book—riseform s and natu ral 
prim ary and secondary triggers, for 
exam ple. The buyer deserves m ore 
co lor in a book  o f this im portance, 
especially for $39 95.

The D ry Fly is scholarly and tex t­
b o o k lik e , an d  if it w e re n ’t fo r 
L aF o n ta in e ’s dry  b u t o ften  arcane  
humor, it could have been deadly dull. 
He keeps it lively w ith fishing anec­
dotes that are related to the points he 
wishes to  make in his teaching, and 
with his pungent opinions. And he is 
teaching; the tone of the opinionated 
instructor i^strong.

The Dry Fly delivers a lot for fresh­
water dry-fly anglers. So where does it 
fit in the literature on the sport? In the 
first rank. Every excellent book on fly 
fishing offers either a strong personal

Microbarb 
for easier 
catch and 
release

20% more 
strength

Chemically 
sharpened 
and polished

Accu-Point Fly Hooks com bine both our special tempering process and a new steel alloy  to  
make them  20% stronger. They’re also chem ically sharpened and polished for sm ooth pene­
tration. And there's even a microbarb th at’s just half normal size for easier catch and release. 
Plus they com e in all the patterns you're used to tying for wet, dry, streamers, nymphs and 
salm on flies. They're sharp. They're strong. They're new  And th ey’re ready to fly!!!!

■ ■
W

M U 5 T A D  0. MUSTAD & SON (USA) INC., 247-253 Grant Avenue «Auburn, NY 13021



T W O  N E W  S O V E R E I G N  R E E L S ,  

M A K I N G  S I X  O F  T H E  B E S T .
wo new models have been added to 

X[ this highly-acclaimed range - a small 
trout and a large capacity salmon or steel- 
head reel. The early editions of each model 
are individually numbered - and judging by 
the many positive comments relating to the 
use of the Sovereign Reels on riverbanks 
world-wide, fly fishermen (and collectors) 
will be vying for these latest additions.

“For my money, it’s worth every penny,”

Both reels are constructed to the same exact­
ing standards and advanced specifications 
as the earlier models and carry a lifetime 
warranty. The features include:-
Powerful drag system •Easily adjustable, 
smooth and foolproof* Self-lubricating and totally 
sealed for protection * Incorporating two compound­
ed PTFE clutch plates with wide temperature 
range, excellent abrasion and chemical 
resistance and low deformation under load.
Precision machined »From special high- 
tensile aluminum bar (heat-treated and hard­
ened). * Component tolerances set at
F % o.ooor,f
Satin smooth performance 'Spool runs on 
not one but two fully-enclosed hard stainless 
sealed ball races.

----- Lifetime Warranty------
All House of Hardy Rods and Reels carry an 
original user lifetime warranty against any 

defect in workmanship or materials. Should 
there be any defect, House of Hardy will, at its 

option, repair or replace the item. This warranty 
does not cover damage caused by misuse, lack of 

maintenance, negligence or normal wear and 
\ : ' tear. Product claims under warranty \vith proof 

of the original purchase should be sent to 
Customer Services, House of Hardy Ltd., 

Alnwick, Northumberland NE66 2PG, England.

USA
Hardy (USA) Inc.
10 Godwin Plaza 

Midland Park New Jersey 07432 
Tel: (201) -  481 7557 Fax: (201) -  670 7190

CENTRAL AND EASTERN CANADA 
Williamson Fly Fishing Tackle Inc. 

6935 Davand Drive Mississauga 
Ontario L5T1L5

Tel: (416) -  670 7928 Fax: (416) -  670 0531

Fast right or left hand wind button * Switch 
from left to right hand wind (or vice versa) in 
a second.

Nickel silver double lineguard^Fiited 
as standard to simplify left to right hand 
wind.

Click or silent check • Simply move the button, 
knowing that the drag remains engaged.

Colour anodised • To meet the demanding 
BS1615 quality standard.

Interchangeable spools * Generous line 
capacities »Polished rim control• Brass 
counter-balance * Leather reel case 
•Balanced outfits with Sovereign Rods 
and Fly Lines.

There are now six of the best fly reels in 
the world to choose from in the Sovereign 
Range. Don’t take our word for it, take the 
word of one of our many satisfied 
customers.

“There is only one word to describe the 
Sovereign Reel - magic!”

Why not treat yourself and bask in the joy 
of using a Sovereign Reel - it’s guaranteed 
for a lifetime.

Model Dia
(ins)

Wt
(oz)

Line Capacity 
(for fishing)

'**3/4/5 2V4 4 1 / 2 WF4F + 70yds*
■ 1 WF6F 1 1 00yds*

7/8 • 5 ® WF7Bg|ji40yds*
8/9 8 B WF8ÉÉl00yds*
9/10 3 3 / 4 9 1/4 WF9F-+200yds J

**11/12 4 11 WF11F+ 200yds+

*Using ff§b B/S Dacron 
.+ Using 271b B/S Dacron **New for 1991.

WESTERN CANADA 
H C Kennedy & Sons Ltd.

636 West 6th Avenue 
Vancouver BC V5Z 1A3 

Tel: (604) -  879 2408 Fax: (604) -  879 1436



construction makes it extremely 
corrosion resistant. And it easily 

W B B B m r adjusts for right or left hand retrieve. 
So if you’re looking to stop anything 

large trout to tarpon, get to your favorite fly 
fishing shop and take a hard look at all four System 
Two models and their extra spools. You’ll be amazed
how  m u ch  m uscle  a  S c i e n t i f i c  A n g l e r s
little money can buy. 3m center, st. Paul, mn 55144 ©

. ■ With- a System™ Two reel, you 
get a fly fishing tool that’s loaded w ith^B  
muscle. Loaded with features* And yet, 
we left out the big price. But that’s all , ^ 3 |H b  
we left out. ' ■

The features begin with a stainless disc brake 
drag system—the only one like it in the world. Next, 
a rim-control with a counter balance for vibration- 
free runs. Plus, high silicone content aluminum alloy

©1987 MinnekoladMining & Manufacturing

viewpoint on the technical side of the 
sport or provides fine stylistic writing 
on its aesthetics. This one offers some 
of the best reflective analyses of trout 
behavior and dry-fly form and function 
in prin t. Every m ajor au tho r on  the 
subject is not reviewed by the author* 
but m ost of the im portant ones are, 
and their contributions are placed in 
historical context. In fact, LaFontaine 
launches his departures from a tho r­
ough knowledge of past accomplish­
ments by his. predecessors. No author 
in the literature has done such a com­
plete job of tracing and explaining the 
roots o f his work.

There are o th e r reasons why this 
book joins the first rank, despite its; 
shortcomings in illustration. The author 
set out to add something new. Did he 
do it? We believe so. He has not rein­
vented the wheel. His flies are innova­
tive-—a little borrow ed here, a little 
added there to previous attempts, all to 
create something functionally new. And 
his insights on fishing techniques, and 
the rational foundation for them, are 
explained in a way that no previous • 
author has attempted. The intellectual 
fo u n d a tio n  o f his ideas is c learly  
explained, w hether we agree w ith  it 
and its quasi-scientific delivery or not.

And there is no doubt that the ideas will 
have a strong influence on our fly tying 
and fishing for years to come.

The Dry Fly contributes much to a 
m odern understanding of dry-fly fish­
ing, perhaps as much as any book in 
the literature.
John Randolph 
Dave Engerbretson

N e w  Z e a l a n d  G u i d e b o o k
A T rout F ish ing  G uide to  N ew  
Z ea la n d ’s South Isla n d , by Tony 
Busch. Heyer Enterprises, U.S.A.,
P.O. Box 380177, Denver, CO 80238- 
0177,1989, 206 pages, softcover.

Must yoS |hire a guide to success­
fully fish New Z ea lan d ’s South  
Island? It is best to hire one if you 
have not fished the islands before, 
but you can find good fishing on 
your own, |S you  are lucky with 
th e  w e a th e r  and  are  in fo rm ed  
about the rivers and the fishing 
Tony Busch’s South Island guide­
book provides much of the infor­
m ation you’ll need to strike out 
on your own. An updated and revised 
ed itio n  o f a 1986 p u b lica tio n , the  
in tro d u c tio n  and a section  en titled

“South Island Techniques and Tactics” 
offer sound  basic advice on how  to 
fish th e  rivers, and  th e  rem ain in g  
chapters provide m aps and detailed 
d isc u ss io n s  h ig h lig h tin g  sp ec ific  
access points, trails, bridges, stream  
charac teris tics , hazards, and  m any 
other important features.

The book includes 29 maps of the 
major rivers and lakes (16 are new) as 
well as numerous minor rivers and lakes 
that are seldom  m entioned in print.

Busch also discusses where to stay and 
w ho to talk to when you arrive to get 
the latest available information. —

im
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Orvis
Orvis dealers not only have the best 
in fly boxes, but also the most com­
plete selection of fly rods, reels, 
vests, wading gear, lines, leaders, 
flies, and fly-fishing accessories.

Nobody meets the needs of fly 
fishermen like your local Orvis 
dealer. Listed below are some of the 
many Orvis dealers ready to serve 
you. Call toll-free 1-800-548-9548 
for further information on our 
dealers worldwide or for a free 
1991 Fishing and Outdoor Catalog.

THERE IS AN ORVIS DEALER NEAR YOU

ALASKA
Mike Hershberger's Rod & Reel 

701 W: 36th Avenue 
Anchorage 9 9 5 0 3 1 | 907-561-0662 

ARIZONA
Lees Ferry A n g le p lll 
» C - 6 7 ,  Box 2

Marble Canyon 86036 -  800-962-9755 
Tight Lineé Flyfishing, Inc.

Íjgíite 11,3, 4444 E. Grant Road 
Tucson 8 5 7 1 2 B  602-322-9444 

ARKANSAS
The Woodsman, Central M a H |

Ft. Smith^72903 4 ^5 0 1 -452r3559 
Red River Angler 

P.O. Box 186, H w y /|| lO  E a s i£  
Heber Spring's 72543 ^ 5 0 1 -3 6 2 -9 7 4 4  

CALIFORNIA
Bob M arri||j? i Fly-Fisfyng Store 

2700 W. Orangeihorpe 
F u B td i l92633 ^  >714-525-1827 

Bob Marriott's FllgFishing Store 
2909 N. Glen O aks- 

Bbrlpank 91504.¿f 818-843-7888 
Bob M a r r ir té  Fly-Fishing Store' ' 
16 Technology Drive, Suite 171 
l i p  92718 ^7 1 :4 -727-9175  

U pstrea r^SFlyffehi n g 
54 N. Santa Cruz Avenue 

Los Gatos 95030 -8 4 0 8 -3 5 4 -4 9 3 » ! 
Bob Johns^ifnteBational 

6086 Nicolle Street, & B D  x 
Ventura 93003 -  805-658-2323 

FAX: 805-658-1934 
Feather.River, Ltd.

2580 Fair Oaks Blvd. •: 
Sacramento 95825 -4916-483-8711 

^ ^ S M id g e  Fly Shop 
^•2 71  State Street 

Los Altos, 9 4 0 2 m -  415-941 - 8 8 7 »  
O rfc-r3an Franciscg,
300 Grant Avenue

North o S p  Corner of Grant and Setter 
■San Frafflisco 94108 — 415-392-1600 

COLORADO 
The F ly llhe r Ltd.

Cherry Greek N:6rth H f t ^  Clayton Street 
Denfgr 80206 -  3 0 3 -3 2 2 -5 0 ^ ®  

B luéjQ w  Angler 
B p 3 2  Highway 74  

Everg^ S  80439 -  303-674-4700 I  
Olympfp/^ports 

150 West Colorado Avenue 
¿ íe llu r id e  & 1 4 3 5 B  800-828-754111

Anglers All, Ltd.
5211 S. Santa Fe 

Littleton 80120 -  303-794-1104 
Anglers Covey 

917 W. Colorado Ave.
Colorado Springs 80905 — 303-471-2984 

CONNECTICUT
Clapp & Treat, Inc., 674 Farmington Ave. 
West Hartford 06119 -  203-236-0878 

The Compleat Angler 
2600 Post Road

Southport 06490 ^  800-228-3505 
Colonial Sportâ%!,

431 Fitchville Road 
Bozrah 06334 Sg 203-889-4901 

FLORIDA
Outdoor Outfitters, Inc.

355 West Oakland PaiÇBIvd. 
p g  Lauderdale 33311 - '3 0 5 -5 6 4 -6 4 0 8  

Treasure Coast Outfittersffihc.
3758 S.E. Ocean Blvd.

Stuart 34996 B  407-220-6602 
GEORGIA

The Fish Hawk, 283 Buckhead Avenue 
Atlanta 30305 H  404-237-3473 

Bargip- Ë à « B  
Highway 53 S f ith  

Jasper 30143 B  404-735-3340 
ILLINOIS

Fly 'N Field, IncV;/.
560 Crescent Blvd.

Glen Ellyn 6013 1 H 7 0 8 -8 5 8 -7 8 4 4  
Trout & Grouse, Inc.

300 Happ Road
; Northfield 60093 -^-708-501-3111 

INDIANA 
T.D. Brooke

8702 ̂ Keystone Crossing 
V: Indianapolis 46240 317-846-6868

^Jo rgensens , In c fjJ  
6226 Covington Road 

Fort Wayne 46804 — 219-432-5519 
KANSAS 

The Gun Shop 
708 S. Rogers Road 

Olathe 66062 913-782-6900
MARYLAND 

Sporting Adventure 
9191 Baltimore Nat'l Pike 

Ellicott Cfe 2 1043  — 3 0 1 -4 6 M 1 1 ^ ; , 
The Rod Rack

H i  81 Thomas Johnson Dr. 
Frederid$21701#r 301-694-6143

MASSACHUSETTS 
S toddard® 50 Temple Place 

Boston 02111 -  617-426-4187 
S om péon 's  Sport Shop, Inc. 
fe j}47 9  Fall River Avenue 

Seekojfik 0 2771 E  508-336-9588 
Wayiand Orvis Shop 
213 W. Plain Street 

Wayiand 017 7 8 B  508-653-9144 
or 800-427-§|l 44 

Thé Low eB orty  O utfitte rs!^
134 Madison Street- 

Worcester 01610 -  508-752-4004 
Orvis Boston 

84 State Street
Bostop 0^109 -  617-742-0288

MICHIGAN 
Thornapple Orvis Shop 

Thornapple Village, Box 133 
Ada 49301 B 616-676-0177 

Gatfs AuSableffedge 
Route 2, Box 2336 at Stephan Bjidge 

Gré,|!ing 49738 B  517-348-8462 
Riverrun

6800 South Westnedge A v e B e ^  
Kalamazoo 49002 -¡1616-327-7755 

The Riverbend Sport Shop, I I I .
29229 Northwestern Highway 

B  Southfield 48034 ;^ » 1 ^ 3 5 0 -8 4 8 4

Lindquists Outdoor Sports 
131 W. W ashington.^ 

Marquette 49855 — 906-228-6380 
Streamsidei§-An Orvis Shop 
4400 Grand Traverse Village 

Williamsburg 49690 — 616-938-5337 
Johpson's Pere Marquette Lodge 

Box 1290, Route 1, M37S 
Baldwin 49304 B 616-745-3972 

MINNESOTA 
Orvis Gokey 
West Fifth St.

St. Paul 55102 B  612-224-4300 
Orvis Gokey 

785 E. Lake St.
Wayzata 55391 § |  612-475-2475 

MONTANA
Montana Troutfitters Orvis Shop 

1716 West Main Street 
Bozeman 59715;:^ 406-587-4707 

or FAX 406-586-0724 
The Classic Angler 

1615 Alderson Avenue1 
Billings 59102 ,3 4 0 6 -2 5 2 -1 1 4 4

NEVADA 
Reno Fly Shop 

294 E. Moana Lane #23 
Reno 89502 V r 702-825-3474

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Hunter's Angling Supplies /

1 Central Square
New Boston 0 3070B  603-487-3388 

T-fNorth Country Angler 
Box 5T6,TRoute 16 '

North Conway 03860 — 603-356-6000

NEW JERSEY
Olivers' Orvis Shop, 44 Main Street 

Clintog 08809 « 2 0 1 -7 3 5 -5 9 5 9  
The Angler

r / 'T ’he Strand — 447 Springfield Ave. 
Sum m it 0 7 9 02 M |9 0 8 -27 3 t41 16

NEW MEXICO 
Abe's Motel and Fly Shop 

on the Sanjlluan Rive|§$ 
Navajo Dam 87419 ^  505-632-2194

NEW YORK
|P$The Orvis Shop, 5655 Main Street 
Williamsville 14221 716-631-5131

The Bedford Sportsman, lnc.",T 
25 Adams Street

Bedford Hills 10507 39 1 4 -6 6 6 -8 0 9 1  
Beaverkill Anglptf 7 

Broad Street, P.O. Box 198, 
Roscoe 12776 -3607-498-5194  

Jones Outfittersy'Ltd.
37 Main Street

.Lake Placid 12946 -  518-523-3468 
Don's Tackle Service 

4 Morton Street--.T;
Poughkeepsie 12601 B  9 ®  -471-0020 

The Royal Coachm anBtd.
Fplj Line Orvis D e a l^ w  

9 East Genesee Street 
Skaneateles 13152 — i | l  5-685-0005 

Brookwood, fnpTfc 
1607 Route 146

Rexford 12148 3 5 1 8 -3 9 9 -0 1 1 6  
The Troutfitter 
2735 Erie Blvd.

^¿Syracuse 13224 B 315-446-2047T; 
Panorama Outfitter^
900 Panorama T ra il; 1 

Rochester 14221 E B l  6-631-513 1 
OryS New York 

Entrance pjp 45th Street 
between Madison & Vanderbilt 

New Y t)« 1  O O l ^ p f  T2-697-3133

NORTH CAROLINA
High Country Fly Fishing, P.O. Box 2956 

■" H S iw a y  105, Foscoe 
Boone 2 8 6 0 7 ^ 7 0 4 -9 6 3 -7 4 3 ®



Bubbles
Herbert G. Wellington, Jr.

My first recollection of paying any serious attention to bubbles 
occurred many years ago while trying to present a dry fly to a 
salmon that was rising in the center of a large pool. There seemed 
to be no frame of reference by which to measure distance from 
my position to the fish, until I noticed that the surface of the 
pool was marked b || many successive, almost parallel lines of 
bubbles. With some concentration and excruciating eyestrain I 
was finally able to place enough casts onto, say, the fifteenth 
bubble-line across the pool to raise the fish.

Since that incident I have become an observer of bubble-lines 
until it has become more of a function of the subconscious than 
the conscious. Infrequently they have been useful in gauging 
distance, but much more often their value has been in betraying 
some facet of the behavior of currenSor of troiitH

Anything that deflects current will generally leave its trail of 
bubbles. In swift water they may be as dense as foam, and on 
still water they may be so sparse as to become barely discernible. 
tJnderwater obstacles can also often form bubbles and sometimes



become their only surface expression.
Almost all pools have a distinctive channel that weaves its 

way from throat to tail and is slightly deeper, cooler and faster 
than the waters on either side of it. These divisions between waters 
that are moving at slightly different speeds are usually indicated 
by bubble-lines, and where such lines bend for no other apparent 
reason it may be presumed that they mark undulations of the 
channel.

In thousands of complex ways on every stream, currents of 
differing speeds collide or meld or run along together, and can 
be read by fishermen only by their surface differences and by the 
foam or bubble-lines that they create.

A great deal of flyfisherman’s time on the stream is spent in 
casting toward a bank. It seems important to remember that banks 
are paralleled by a narrow band of water that varies in width 
unpredictably and is slowed by friction with the land. Bubbles 
will usually define this lane in which fish will lie to feed with 
minimum expenditure of energy. The definition of this^area (and 
of manig other complex spots) by bubbles will assist the dry-fly 
fisherman in devising the proper methods for avoiding drag.

As with anyv objects on the surface, bubble-lines will be offset 
from their usual position by wind. Thus, in wind the leeward 
stripe of water along a bank will be wider, and the windward stripe 
narrower than normal; and the bubble vestiges of the channel 
through the pool will be downwind from its physical location. 
Since the flow of food underwater is only slightly affected, the 
nymph or wet-fly fisherman will have most cause to compensate 
for the distortion of bubble-lines that results from wind. Dry-fly 
fishermen will want their fly to ride along with the bubbles,? 
which indicate where surface food, also, will be buffeted.

In addition to what close observation of bubbles can tell us 
about stream flow and contour, it can also reveal a lot about the 
behavior of trout. A bubble (or its absence) is often the best—and 
sometimes the only—clue to the type of feeding activity that is 
taking place.

The simplest way in which a trout forms bubbles is by a rapid 
displacement of water—a slash or a swirl toward an escaping prey. 
No experienced fisherman needs to read bubbles to figure out! 
what is going on here. Very occasionally this type of rise might! 
be confused with the much slower displacement that is made by 
a trout tailing in shallow water—an activity so gentle and de­
liberate that bubbles are seldom left behind.



A more complex formation of bubbles is created by a trout 
expelling air through its gills. Air is ingested only when a floating 
insect is taken off the surface and never when the object taken is 
in the subsurface. Goddard and Clark describe the mechanics 
clearly:

"When a trout takes a fly from the surface, it cannot help 
but take in some air as well. When a trout does take in air, it 
gets rid of it as rapidly as it can, by opening its gills. And be­
cause the trout is well below the surface when the gills are 
opened, the air rises to the surface as a bubble or bubbles.*" 
Very often even the most experienced angler may have difficulty 

in deciding whether rises are to the fully-mature floating insect 
or to its incomplete, emerging, subsurface stage. Although a 
single rise may not be conclusive, observation of bubble forma­
tion on a number of rises should be definitively diagnostic of 
feeding on floating flies.

The tiny sipping rises—often as audible as they are visible— 
indicate feeding on insects that cannot escape because they are 
either dead (spent) or trapped within the surface film. The sound 
itself is proof that the tip of the neb has penetrated the film and a 
minute quantity of air has been ingested—probably too little to 
produce a visible bubble. With this type of rise the ears are as 
trustworthy as the eyes.

“Observation” along a trout stream means different things to 
different people—bird watching, appreciation of apple blossoms, 
cloud formation, sunlight and shadows. Among such wonders of 
nature it seems insensitive to suggest that a small amount of 
attention to the common bubble can be so hypnotizing, and so 
rewardingly informative. It is, however, an aspect of running 
water and has more relevance to a brown or a rainbow than a 
rainbow in the skyB|
*The Trout and the Fly, Benn, London, 1980—p. 57



Library Corner

BOOK REVIEWS
ATLANTIC SALMON 

FACT & FANTASY
Gary Anderson

Salar Publishing, Montreal (1990)

Fact and fantasy are surely there in Gary Anderson’s latest 
book on salmon fishing. This interesting, handsome, clearly 
written book is a most worthwhile addition to the salmon angler’s 
library be he tyro or pro.

2 8





Harry Murray is the owner-operator of Murray’s Fly 
Shop, in Edinburg, Va. He has fished Montana’s 
trout waters for-20 years and Virginia’s bass water 
for rfiuch longer. He also does some,winter fly tying 
and c o n d u c t s ’filling  schools at a local com- 
m unS coflege.:

Circled spots show feeding stations where earl^ season brookies can be taken on dryMi^s. Some are as large as three feet and some as small* as a grapefruil

1

dry flies 
warm up 
frigid-water 
brookies
By Harry Murray

early March my fishing partner, 
Willy Downey, and I decided winter was 
well; enough over for us to head for our 
favorite mountain brook trout stream. 
Some patches oftice still lingered along 
the old logging roads in Virginia’s Blue 
Ridge Mountains, but we were confident

a four-wheel drive vehicle could get us to 
the stream. With our enthusiasm high - 
after a long winter, we departed.

We arrived safely, grateful for the four- 
wheeler. The air was very cold and we 
put on all the extra sweaters we had 
brought.

According to our stream thermome­
ter, the water temperature was 37 
degrees F. Although mountain brook 
trout are active at lower-stream tempera­
tures than either rainbows or browns, we 
had never taken brookies on dry flies in

water that cold, so we each knotted on 
large, heavy nymphs and headed down­
stream. We had eliminated streamers 
because there are no minnows in this 
particular stream.

Easing my way into the first pool, I was 
surprised to see a brookie holding on a 
feeding station in a small back eddy in 
water only six inches or so deep. I felt 
sure it  would take a dry fly, but since the 
nymph was on I decided to show him 
that. In the excitement of seeing the first 
trout of the season lying there saying “ try 
me,” I succeeded in hanging my nymph 
on a tree limb several inches over its 

"head. Needless to say, I spooked the fish 
off its station. I was a little sorry I had not 
switched to a dry fly as I was sure this 
one fish in dry fly water was a fluke. I 
wasn’t anxious to start switching from 
nymph to dry and back to nymph this 
early in the season as ice was already 
forming on the fly rod guides and my 
fingers were numb with cold.

I continued to fish my weighted nymph 
upstream and with exceptional success.
It was the type of day I dreamed of all 
winter while tying flies and talking about 
fishing. Even with the low water tempera­
ture and patches of snow on the banks, 
those beautiful little brookies went for the 
nymphs in a big way. Willy enjoyed the 
same success.

After lunch I decided to go back to see 
if that first fish was out again; I couldn’t 
get it out of my mind. Approaching the 
pool I saw it lying in exactly the same 
feeding station it had occupied at the 
day’s beginning. Warmed by the sun and 
luhch and not too lazy to change my fly, I 
tapered my; leader down to a 4x tippetT 
and put on a No. 12 Mr. Rapidan dry fly. 
This combines The best of two early ..



TYPICAL 1983 
CATALOG PRICES

LAMIGLASS Graphite fly rods (no rod 
case)
AN OUTSTANDING VALUE!

rod
only outfit*

G1295 lV iy 5 wgt 45.80 85.00
G1296 8’ 6 wgt 48.05 87.50
G1297 8W  7 wgt 50.35 88.50
G1298 9’ 8 wgt 52.60 94.00
‘outfit includes rod shown, matching Medalist 
reel, Air Cel Supreme WF floating line.
FENWICK FLY RODS 
Fiberglass (no rod case)

FF 806 8’ 6w gt..................................54.30
FF 856 8V2’ 6 wgt.............................. 54.30
FF 857 8V2’ 1 wgt............................. 54.30
FF 858 8V2’ 8 wgt.............................. 54.30

HMG GRAPHITE (with rod case)
GFF 755 7W 5 w g t................. 120.00
GFF 806 8’ 6 wgt .................... .. 124.00
GFF 856 8V2’ 6 wgt . ...................... 128.00
GFF 857 8V2’ 7 w g t....................... 128.00
GFF 905 9’ 5 w g t........................... 132.00
GFF 906 9’ 6 w g t..................... .. 132.00
GFF 907 9’ 7 wgt . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  132.00
GFF 908 9’ 8 wgt .......................... . 132.00

BORON X (with rod case)
XF 806 8’ 6 w g t..............................198.50
XF 856 S1/?’ 6 w g t ..........................198.50
XF 857 8W  7 wgt . ........................198.50
XF 858 8V2’ 8 wgt ..........................198.50
XF 906 9’ 6 w g t.............................. 198.50
XF 908 9’ 8 w g t............................... 198.50
XF 9012 9’ 12 w g t...........................198.50

EAGLE GRAPHITE RODS (no rod case)
E755F 7W  5 w g t........... .............. .68.00
E806F 8’ 6 wgt...................................68.00
E 8 5 6 F 6 wgt . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .68.00
E857F 8W  1 w g t...............................68.00
E908F 9’ 8 wgt.............   68.00

SAGE GRAPHITE FLY RODS (with rod 
case)

GFL470 T 4 wgt .............
GFL580 8’ 5 wgt . . . . . . .
GFL680 8’ 6 w g t .............
GFL586 8V2’ 6 wgt. . . . . . . . . . .  202.00
GFL686 8|/2’ 6 wgt. ................. .. . . 202.00
GFL786 8V2’ 7 wgt........................... 202.00
GFL590 9’5wgt ...............  . .212.00
GFL690 9’ 6 wgt . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  220.00
GFL790 9’ 7 wgt . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .224.00
GFL890 9’ 8 wgt . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  224.00
GFL6969®  6 wgt ............. . 232.00
GFL896 9 /̂2’ 8 wgt ...................  232.00

SAGE Graphite fly pack rods (with case)
GFL583 8v4 5 wgt 4 pc . . .237.00
GFL783 8W 7 wgt 4 pc . . .242.00
MARTIN FLY REELS
Mode-Ip wgt-oz line reel spool
MG3 2 3 /4  3 to 8 24.75 12.75
MG7 4 5 to 8 29.70 12.75
MG 10 5 3 /4  3 to 8 41.65 12.75
83-auto 9/L/4 5 to 8 32.55 5.35
BERKLEY Specialist Fly Reels
model wgt-oz line reel spool
554 3 4/5 21.65 6.30
556 4 5 to 8 23.40 6.55
558 5 ¿3/4 8 to 12 26.45 7!55

FREE CATALOG
(Outside USA-send $2)

American Express, 
VISA & Mastercard 

Telephone & Mail Orders 
Accepted

Phone (518) 561-5893 
Mon.-Fri. 9:00-5:00

Dealer Inquires Invited ]

( CTlfLOWy
P.O. Box 1003 

Plattsburgh, N Y. 12901

HARDY FLY REELS 
model reel spool
Featherweight 78.60 39.15
Lightweight 80.75 40.80
Princess 85.05 40.80
Marquis 5 79.80 41.60
Marquis 6 82.30 41.60
Marquis 7 84.00 46.50

COMPLETE LINE - fly fishing
fly rod building 
fly tying
US hand tied flies

model wgt-oz line reel spool
1492 4 3 to 6 25.70 10.15
I492V2V 4 4 to 7 25.70 10.15
1494 5 5 to 8 27.05 10.15
1 4 9 4 # / 6 6 to 8 27.05 10.15
1495 6 7 to 9 29.45 11.50
14951/2 6 2/3 7 to 9 29.45 11.50
1498 6 3/4 8 to 12 37.90 13.20
TYCOON/FIN NOR FLY REELSI
model line

backing
wgt-oz reel spool

7/150 8 232. 84.
2 ■ S Ü 9 # 258. 92.
3 10/200 I I 1/2 283. 100.
4 12/300 121/2 316. 107

n y iH  v i  icii uauu M aim/./-yiilire verse  
reels add $18, 16, 16, 8, respectively (spools 
same as above).
WHEATLY FLY BOXES

(with rod
model

compart­
ments clips ea.

. . .181.00 1307 6 24 31.50

...194 .00 1407 12 41 39.00

...194 .00 1607 16 58 46.50

.. .202.00 1609 32 - 82.50
METZ Capes and Saddles (Available Jan. 
20, 1982)
Colors: grizzly, natural dun, brown, ginger, 
black, cream.

cape saddle
#1 48.50 , 8.75
*2 34.75 4.50
#3 •18.00

SCIENTIFIC ANGLERS FLY LINES
NEW-ULTRA LIN ES ....... ea ............22.75
Floating-DT-3-F to D T -ll-F  and WF-3-F to 
W F-ll-F  in tan or orange
Bass bug/saltwater in WF-6-F to WF-13-F 
in tan or WF-8-F to WF-13-F in gray 
Hi-Speed Hi-D Wet tip-1st 10’ very fast 
sink. Tan with grey tip. WF-5-F/S to 
W F-10-F/S
AIR CEL SUPREME. Each.  ..........16.90
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SEAL-DRI LATEX WADERS
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Heavy duty/, r . . . . (send ht) ............ 65.50

FELT SOLE WADING SHOES 
WEINBRENNER Ultimate-“Borger” Boots 
Sizes 6 to 14-order 1 size larger than shoe
size ........................ P r............ ..............52.00
RIVER SYSTEMS - “out west” - SHOE 
Velcro closure. Sizes 6 to 14. Order same 
size as shoe size. Pr . . . . ...................... 37.50
HAMPSHIRE RED BALL-NEW! 
Leather-like upper-really nice. A best buy. 
Sizes 7 to 12. Order same, size as shoe 

; size. , ......... ...............Pr  ..................40.50

Prices subject to change without notice 
Add 2.80 UPS/handling.
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season hatches in Virginia. It is a highly 
visible fly resembling both the Gordon 
Quill and the March Brown J t  is fished in 
sizes 12 and M.

On my first cast ^succeeded in hang­
ing the dry fly on the same limb that had 
caught my nymph before. At least I was 
consistent. The fish spooked and I 
retrieved my fly. I decided to stay with 
the dry flœâjher than rework my leader 
and go back to nymphs.

Downstream thére was some quieter 
water; Which always produced good dry

fly fishing in May and June. Hoping to 
find brookies on feeding stations there, I 
looked over the first pools, but because 
the stream was so full of water, summer; 
feeding stations were nonexistant. The 
water Was ripping through the pools so 
fast and heavy there were no “ tops,” 
water on which to even try to float a 
dry fly.

I looked over each pool and pocket 
using the first brookie’s feeding area as a 
guide. After alga 12-inch brookie can on­
ly take up 12 inches of water. If the other

20 feet of water in the pool is coming out: 
like a downspout, the fish will find some­
place else if it is feeding on dries.

Charlie Fox, the Pennsylvania fly fish­
ing expert, years ago developed a game 
of miniaturization in which he would goto 
smaller and smaller fties as his tough 
Letort browns rejected the larger ones. I 
decided to take Charlie’s approach in 
analyzing the pools with the hope of tak­
ing the fish on dry fifes.

Some pools simply had no areas iden­
tifiable as dry fly feeding stations. The
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below a short stretch of rapids.

s r  
TROUT

TYING OUTFIT
for sizes 4 - 6 - 8 - 10

• One model AZTEC
• Detailed instructions — 16 drawings
, and over 1700 words by the originator 

of the AZTEC
• 40 hooksMd-0 of each size
• Finertooth Comb (30 teeth/inch)
• 54 feet of 4 ply lightweight acrylic yarn 

in the favorite trout colors: Dark 
Olive, Dark Brown and Black

• Fine-pointed Pin

The $60.00 worth of AZTECS!
PRICE $10.00 includes shipping 

(CA residents add 6% tax)
SEND FOR FREE CATALOG 
OF AZTEC FLIES, SUPPLIES, 
AND TYING OUTFITS FOR 

BASS & SALTWATER
/L z te c  /A nglers

14748 Golf Links Drive 
Los Gatos, CA 95030 

(408) 395-3400

DICK NELSON’S

task of water reading was tougher than 
expected. It was easy to eliminate three 
fourths of the water, but the remaining 
one fourth was something else.

I decided to devote the next four hours 
to working with dry flies exclusively 
regardless of the results. With close 
observation and much trial and error I 
finally started putting it all together. 
Some of the patterns used were Dark 
Goofus, Royal Goofus and Coachman 
Trude, all in sizes 12 and 14. More than 
20 brookies were caught and released in 
the next four hours and some were 
larger than any taken on nymphs earlier.

TheilJgeding^stations had some reebg- 
" nizable cornmorT^  
areas were well ouTof the heavy flow of 

The curieoL but none was in absolutely 
dead water.

The stations ranged from three feet 
wide to as small as a grapefruit and were 
n ^ m iiy  Ip .qs than fl-fgQt.deep. It was easy 

"To^Imost wade past one without noticing 
it because it was so small. I would come 
into the lower part of a pool and see 
nothing but white water and be ready to 
go on through the pool when I would spot

tions behind boulders or off to the side of 
"th e ' main current. The small; pockets 

behind boulders proved to be the most 
difficult to recognize, but once detected 
they were the most productive. Often 
they would present only a six-inch area in 
which to drop a fly, but that was enough.

The late Dan Bailey once described 
similar areas in the Yellowstone River as 
being located where the fast water 
meets the slow water. He said they were 
best distinguished by the short little 
pointed waves on top which seemed to 
get nowhere.

Careful observation of the pool is the 
secret to this type fishing. In his wonder­
ful little book ^My Friend the Trout,” 
Eugene Connett tells the story of a young 
fishing friend who, upon returning from 
several hours of unproductive fishing in a 
different part of the stream, is shocked to 
see the number of nice trout Gene had 
caught. After discovering these fish had 
been caught on the same fly and tech­
nique he had been using, the boy asked 
for help; but rather than grab his own rod 
and demonstrate the method on the 
stream, Gene asked the boy to fish the 
next pool above them. The young angler 
waded out into the pool, but before he 
could make a cast, Gene called him back

iiiilliillilm u r v t -----
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- *4> *,
and asked him to sit down with him to 
study the pool. After a few minutes Gene 
said, “ If there was one real good fish- 
in that pool where would it be?” The 
boy studied the water carefully and 
pointed out a certain part of the pool: 
Gene said, “ And if you wanted to spook 
that dish where would you enter the 
pool?” Quietly the boy answered, “ Ex­
actly where I did.”

Once these feeding stations are iden- 
pS|fied they are relatively easy to fish if you 

keep a few pointgpn mind. J b e ja s ija jj^  
rent around these pockets is the most 
difficult problemTTf the line or even the 
leader fafis'on the fast wateTTeveng ig ^ i  
feeding station was i B e ad cerfter~bv 
the fly, seldom will a trout rise. |— |

Fish ^  water at tms temperature rise 
slSwly compared to two months lateTand 

§H le  fast current pulling o n » e  leader 
imply drags the fly out of the pocket 

before the fish can get to it. For this 
reason 8  is essential to approach close 
to the feeding areas. An accurate cast is 

-  a must. A fly landing in the fast water six 
m  inches off target w iljio t even be seen. A 

worse situation is when the fly lands 
close to the fish but so cjfse to the fast 
water that the current immediately grabs 

ie leader and pulls the fly away in an un­
natural manner before trout can get it: 
This ffe;h w§l seldom come back, to the 
same fly even though everything may be 
right on the next presentation.

Get as close to the feeding station as 
possible without spooking the fish and 
measure your cast accurately by false 
casting. Drop the fly on target and im- 
mediately raise the rod tip high enough 
to get Slffehe line and as much of the 

/ vffeader as possible off the water. The fly:, 
wm  and only sijr to eight inches oF lead^É

- ^o ïïldü ë^n T h e  wafer The strike usually 
comes within the first five seconds and a 
delicate strike 'Is* reqijffed to prevent 
snapping the fish off on this tight line. ^

ThSetose approach and required ac­
curacy puts, strong demands on tackle. 
There are many e xce lle n t which 
perform beautifully when presenting a fly 
20 fo 30 feet away but will not give the 
accuracy needed with the leader and on­
ly a few feet of fine beyond the rod tip. 
Rods in the | Ë |  to 8-foot length work 
best. A^mucirshorter rod than this re­
quires wading too close to the feeding 
areas in order to have the reach needed 
to control drag. Longer rods continually 

| | p t  the ever present tree limbs, near the 
small streams. The rodflhavejiinally set­
tled on after much experimentation is a 
very^delicate |» fo o t  rod which handles 
a No. 4 line.

I never did catch that first brookie, but 
it led me to experiment with a new 
method of early,season fishing. Maybe 
next March with the ice on the guides 
and numb fingers I’ll get a third chance.ilp 
know i l l  more about that trout now.

N atio n  w id e , p e o p le  
a re  s p e a k in g  u p  

a b o u t TH O M PSO N
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T h e  n e w  e x p l o r e r s  
r e l y  o n  t h e  O l a  M a s t e r s .

Nothing beats a rip-roaring 
Old Town Tripper story. We 
hear new ones each year.

People write to tell us how 
they’ve dropped our famous, 
17 ft Whitewater canoe out of 
airplanes. How they’ve

Fred Ga¿km and Ted;Goddard. Canadian Arctic 
Expedition. Yellowknife and Coppermine Rivers,. 
“We .were, to,a man, convinced that the Old 

1 Jown made of Oltonar was the canoe we needed. 
We nfever regretted the d e c is io r ^ g

wrapped it around bridge 
abutments, rammed it into 
fiighway overpasses. E v e f l 
gazed in horror as a Tripper 
came loose from the roof of a 
speeding stationwagon, then 
sailed into the air 
and crasff landed p ig  
on ihe freeway. I  
All without ' 
serious 
structural 
damage.

nothing is indestructible), 
these ordeals help us verify 
the extra strength of the 
Tripper’s Oltonar Royalex® hull, 
aluminum-belted vinyl gun­
wales and crashproof roto- 
molded decks.

But the most rewarding 
Tripper stories of all are the 
accounts of modern-day 
explorers who take our boats 
into the wilderness for weeks, 
even months at a time. And 

We even have our own return to tell us that the 
Tripper story-about the day Tripper kept people and sup- 
- — —  plies safe and dry through

James West Davidson apol John Rugge. 
Authors, The Complete Wilderness Paddler, n 
“She’s trustworthy and forgiving to a fault,’and 
we’ve,-quite simply, taken her where-we 
would n’t go with arpy other open canoe.”

we got rambunctious and 
tested the canoe by launch­
ing it off the factory roof, then 
sold it at a discount to a 

fellow down the street. He 
paddled it for years, 

and only recently 
sold it back to us. 

Still seaworthy.
Dramatic as 

they are (and 
even though

Cliff Jacobson. Author, Wilderness Canoeing . /  
and Camping.
“What we liked best aboytijfe Oltonar hulls was 
theirjncredible seaw brtB ess and almost 
slalom-like ease of maneuvering in rapids when'.; ’ 
heavily loaded.”

Write for his name and a 
catalog.

We’re proud to be relied on 
by people who know.

OklTown. 
Old Masters.
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A  pool’s lip  is the d ry-fly  angler’s toughest challenge 

a n d  the trou t’s best

The author (photo at left) casts to drape his line over a rock to eliminate lip-current drag and 
prolong the fly ’s drift. Above, he casts the line low to the water and at the last moment adds a lift 
and a left curve— one of his licombination shots. ”

I WAS JAMMED BACK into the brush next 
to the bank, down on one knee, trying 

to find room for the rod tip in a heavy 
stand of rhododendron.

The pool was 30 feet ahead-ghe cast 
had to be there the first time because there 
would be no second chance. With the rod 
tip in motion and the line moving, I 
squeezed off an almost imperceptible cast­
ing stroke. The leader and fly dropped just 
ahead and to the right of the shallow tail­
ing water at the end of the pool. Without 
hesitation, the trout took the fly moments 
after its contact with the water. The fish 
was a stream-bred brown of nearly 14 
inches with markings like some of the 
brook trout that inhabited the stream^—a 
beautiful fish.

Earlier that summer afternoon on that 
mountain freestone stream, I was having 
my share of problems. The first pool had 
set the tempo: From my vantage point I 
could see a trout near the surface at the 
precise point where the water left the 
pool. My first cast was a direct shot, too 
direct—the leader straightened, the fly 
raced over the lip and the fish disappeared. 
On the next pool my approach was too 
close, a wake of water announced a fright­
ened trout dashing for coyer. I cursed my­
self because I knew better than to get that 
close in the water as low and clear as it 
was.

The following pool was no different: My 
approach was better as I stayed back and 
lowered my profile. I opened my casting 
loop, and the leader, designed for a drag- 
free float, looked as though it would ac­
complish its purpose. The fly danced to­
ward the brink of the lip, a trout slid 
under it, but drag set in and the fish 
pushed water ahead of it as it ran for cover. 
The pool was long, and wake after wake 
broadcast the fright of a school of trout.

W hat had I done wrong? The open loop 
had nicely piled the leader; the tippet had 
been adjusted to complement the fly, but 
the cast was too far beyond the lip— it 
should have been directly on it. The cur­
rents were too fast and I allowed time for 
the drift, time that I didn’t have,

Pennsylvania’s mountain streams, with 
their heavy rhododendron and hemlock 
cover, consume a lot of my fishing time. 
Dry-fly fishing for mountain trout is chal-

J o e  H u m p h r e y s , Penn State angling pro­
fessor, is author of Trout Tactics and host of 
“Fly Fishing,” to be nationally televised 
on ESPN, the cable sports network.

lenging, particularly in the low, clear wa­
ters of late season. Casting room usually is 
restricted, and the fish are instinctively 
wary and easily frightened. The contest is 
even more complex because the course ou 
play, the stream, is designed to give the 
edge to the trout . Its most challenging 
obstacles are lip currents, shooting, fun- 
neling flows that drop at the tails of pools 
where water levels change between boul­
ders and sweep headlong at the narrowing 
pool’s end— at the very lip. They can be 
disaster areas for a dry-fly fisherman con­
stantly trying to eliminate drag, and they 
can be a trout’s best friend.

There are three essential elements— only 
three— of dry-fly fishing that, combined, 
enable you to accomplish the ultimate 
goal: catching trout. You must master 
those elements to conquer lip currents, the 
toughest dry-fly fishing challenge. Those 
three essentials are: 1. Position ypurself in 
the best place to get a drag-free float and 
casting room .4 2 . Tour leader must be de­
signed to overcome drag and get the fly 
where it must be. 3, You should be able 
to make a cast that causes the leader to 
float the fly without drag. The rod, other 
equipment and fly selection play impor­
tant roles, but they only complement the 
basic three.

P o s i t i o n
I ONCE HEARD SOMEONE say, “Always fish 
upstream when fishing a brushy mountain 
stream, because the fish always face up­
stream.” Trout may face into the current 
but that may not always be upstream.

Most of the time, an upstream approach 
and casting position is advisable because 
fish do face into the currents and often that 
is upstream. But sometimes obstructions 
may make a downstream approach to the lip 
more productive, or you may have to cast 
from a considerable distance off the bank 
above the lip.

Suppose that you see a trout surface 
feeding at the edge of a lip, between two 
boulders where a considerable amount of 
water and drop increase the current’s 
speed. You’re not going to get any drift 
time but you w ill get immediate d r a g -  
no matter what casting technique you 
use— if you cast straight into the chute.

Position yourself as close to the feeding 
trout as possible. Being close offers better 
line control; you can lift more line off the 
water with an extended rod for a drag-free 
float. And being close allows greater ac­
curacy for casting to fish, and over or 
around obstructions. Close may mean a 
better angle to your quarry— off to one 
side or the other depending on what hand
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L i p  C u r r e n t s . . .

you cast with or the obstructions that im­
pair your casting freedom.

To get close to the lip you must keep a 
low profile. Fish against a background 
close to the bank, down on one knee or 
both, even if the water laps at the top of 
your waders. Whenever possible, keep the 
sun at your back; it’s tough for you to look 
into the sun with eyelids, eyebrows and 
lashes, none of which a trout has, so the 
sun’s glare will help hide you from a wary 
fish.

The water at the lip will dictate how 
close you can get. A riffly surface, mixing 
converging currents/, or a considerable 
drop will help you get close. A shallow, 
flat lip forces you to keep your distance.

When the water is low and clear and 
you’ve got a population of well-worked- 
over trout, then keeping your distance is 
imperative. I’ve had anglers say to me, 
“Fishing for mountain brookies is easy—  
all you have to do is sneak up and poke 
your eight-and-a-half-fQot rod through 
the brush and flip your fly on the water 
and... ” And bull. Poke a rod tip over shy 
trout in low, clear water and wave it 
around and you’ll cause a stampede. That 
approach may be possible in the spring 
when the water is up and off-color, but 
not on the low, clear water of the summer.

A trout lies on the lip of a pool where the 
current is comfortable and food funnels to the 
fish.

T h e  L e a d e r
G e o r g è ; H a r v e y ’s l e a d e r  design may 
be the most important contribution to the 
fly fisherman in the last 50 years (see 
FFM, Volume 1 1 , No. 3.) A combination

of stiff and soft nylon monofilament, the 
leader collapses on the water with its tip­
pet extended for a prolonged float. The 
stiff portion of the leader enables you to 
get the fly back under the brush (an all- 
soft nylon leader will collapse, no matter 
how good a caster you are).

The best way to determine whether the 
leader is working is to stop a cast sharply 
overhead and let the line and leader drop 
at your feet to see if the soft-nylon tippet 
lies in S-curves. If the tippet straightens, 
it is too short; cut it off and replace it with 
a longer one. If  the tippet falls in a pile 
and it is difficult to cast the fly, shorten 
the tippet. There is no one absolute for­
mula for tippet length— you simply must 

_ work with it until it is right: until you see 
•g those S-curves right up to the fly. The tip- 
5 pet diameter depends on the clarity of the 
§ water and the density of the fly I’m using, 

but I never use a tippet smaller than 6X 
because when I hook a fish, I want to land 
it quickly, not worry it to death.

The length of the leader depends upon 
how open the water is. It may be 10-1/2 
to 11 feet in an area where you have cast­
ing room, but when you step into a brush- 
pile you can’t handle 10 feet of leader. 
Then, the leader might be five or six feet 
long but the design remains basically the
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same, a combination of stiff and soft mon­
ofilament, and a long tippet section that 
casts the fly accurately and falls in S- 
curves.

C a s t i n g
I’ve  a lw ay s  c o m p a r e d  c a s t in g  with 
shooting pool, particularly when lip cur­
rents are involved. You make some straight 
shots, but a majority of the casts are com­
bination shots. The rod is like a cue and 
you put English on the ball— your line 
and leader— with your wrist and fingers. 
Where your thumb, knuckles and rod tip 
go, the line and fly go.

A straight cast directly into the lip 
means trouble. Any time you straighten 
the line and leader in fast water, across 
currents and into tailing water, you get 
drag.

If you must cast straight to the lip, 
check your cast high and drop your elbow, 
while keeping the rod tip elevated; the 
change of level Will give you a wide, high 
loop and extra float time— if your cast is 
not too deep into the lip. When you must 
work directly below the lip, try to get as 
close to the lip as you can. (In some situ­
ations directly below the lip, close may be 
40 fee t.), I

Another cast that puts slack into the

tippet is the drop cast. Push the thumb 
of the casting hand up and quickly drop 
the rod tip to collapse the loop. Not only 
do you get slack in the leader, but the fly 
plops to the water heavily, an immediate 
attraction to the trout—-if the fly is free of 
drag.

One of the best ways to attack lip cur­
rents on an up-stream approach is to move 
off to the side and work on an angle— you 
won’t be casting directly into the current 
and from an angle you have different cast­
ing options— “combination shots.” Open 
the loop and simultaneously cut your wrist 
in the direction of the cast to throw a 
dow n-stream  hook, to make the fly lead 
the leader and line down to the lip.

Here’s another combination shot you 
can use on lip currents to prolong a float: 
As the line straigthens on the forward 
cast, lift it over the bank, rocks, logs, 
debris or anything that can hold the line 
off the water. Shock the line with a quick 
stop, lift it over the obstruction and 
quickly drop your elbow as the line falls 
on the obstruction. The leader drops with 
soft S-curves to the fly and the obstruction 
will prevent line being swept away with 
the current and imposing drag.

An underhand lift is another good 
slack-leader cast: On the power stroke,

The payoff from a Pennsylvania mountain 
stream: a stream-bred brown with magnificent 
markings.

give your wrist an underhand “kick” at the 
last moment to make the tippet and fly 
rise, then drop.

I have purposely avoided the term, 
“slack-line cast,” because the soft monofi­
lament in the leader has the slack; you can 
have all the slack line in the world and still 
get drag if your leader isn’t right. The line 
can be perfectly straight but you must have 
slack in the leader—aright up to the fly. To 
conquer lip currents you must understand 
that rule.

The flow on a lip usually is faster than 
the water above it, thus, you cannot cast 
too far above the lip and expect a drag- 
free float. When you see a trout on the lip 
get the fly in close to it; to cast too far 
above and beyond the fish will shorten the 
float because the fly and leader will drag 
over the fish.

Casting the fly close to the fish not only 
means less leader on the water but it gives 
the trout less time to examine the fly and 
make a choice about whether to attack it 
or lose it. Your first drift is the one that 
counts, because each subsequent cast over 
a fish diminishes your chances of attract­
ing a take. Make each new cast upstream 
of your previous one— you won’t waste 
time on unwilling fish and you’ll cover 
more water and more fish.

Trout in a mountain-stream pool main­
tain a pecking order in which the biggest 
trout is dominant, controlling the best 
feeding lanes where the greatest amount of 
food is available. The dominant fish takes 
the best position and the other trout line 
up according to size. When the pool’s lip 
offers the greatest volume of food and the 
most comfortable current, the biggest fish 
will be there and the smallest fish will be 
at the pool’s head. If you can get a good 
drag-free float on the lip with your first 
cast and take a good trout, don’t bother 
with a second cast because you took the 
best fish. Move on and give the other fish 
a break. If you take a parr-sized trout off 
the lip, punch the next cast well up in the 
pool, close to cover and the major Currents 
at the top of the pool; the best fish will 
move to the fly.

Because of the pecking order, when you 
hook a small trout on the lip of a pool, 
you must get the fish out of there imme­
diately. Control the trout’s direction be­
fore it realizes what’s wrong; the fish will 
be “off balance,’’ allowing you to maneu­
ver it over the lip and around obstacles 
below it. Often you can lift a trout over 

Continued on Page 7 3
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L ip  C u r r e n t s . . .
Continued from Page 33
the stones or brush at the lip. O f course 
you may lose an occasional trout and there 
will be times when you have no choice but 
to play the fish in the pool and put the 
other fish down, but if you can get the fish 
on the lip out of there without spooking 
the rest, the pools “sentry” is gone and 
the others are left unguarded.

Whether that sentry fish is big or little, 
it can spot you from a heck of a distance 
away, so your approach is critical.

Use as long a rod as you can get away 
with. In tight brush I prefer a seven- or 
seven-and-a-half-foot rod-^the longer the 
rod the more line you can lift over the 
currents. As soon as the fly settles on the 
water point the rod skyward with your 
arm fully extended to lift the line over the; 
break of the lip for an extended float .

A short rod may give you more casting 
freedom, but you’ll have too much line on 
the water and it’s hell to control, particu­
larly on a steep stream. A short rod also 

^doesn’t have as much punch and power 
without a^backcast for distance in the re­
stricted space a mountain stream affords.

Last year, George Harvey and I traveled 
to a mountain stream that we fish together 
at least once a year. I dropped George off, 

Sirove three-tenths of a mile and parked 
the. car. George was to fish to the car and 
later meet me a distance upstream.

George was using an eight-and-a-half- 
fbot rodpm ine was a seven-and-a-half-

S a r a  WÊÊÉmSmÊÊ
—  I  f
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footer. Because the stream wasn’t re­
stricted, George’s longer rod was the bet­
ter choice. But because the water, though 
clear, was high, I reasoned that I could get 
a little closer to the pockets and pools so 
the shorter rod would be adequate.

My first three or four casts took trout 
from lips and holding pockets, but then it 
happened— on a forward cast I broke two 
inches off the tip section. I won’t go into 
the details of the accident, but George re­
turned and helped me repair the tip, and

from then on, my day went straight down 
hill. It was like casting with a poker, but 
worse, a short poker that robbed me of the 
length I needed for a good approach and 
effective presentation.

George likes to rib me on occasion and 
this was one of them. We fished together 
the rest of the afternoon and he out-fished 
me three to one—"the longer rod made all 
the difference.

I caught trout^ but I caught even more 
abuse. ^ 2^

NE\N1?84 FISHING TACKLE 
CATALOG!

•  128 Pages Fully Illustrated!
•  WORLD S FINEST 

SELECTION of 
ROD BUILDING 
MATERIALS!
tHe

S H O P
Box 369Y , Richardson, TX 75080

Join
Trout 
Unlimited
T h e  A c t i o n  

O r g a n i z a t i o n !

D o n ’ t  l e t  t h i s  o n e  
g e t  a w a y !

T h e  fly  fish ing  c la s s ic ...O n ly  
from  S to e g e r P ub lish ing
•  Magnificently illustrated in full color and 

black-and-white.
•  Nowhere has the penetrating knowledge 

and engaging style of MATCHING THE 
HATCH ever been equaled.

•  The indispensible guide for every trout 
^fisherm an...a perfect gift,
•  The classic standard that started the 

entire movement of hatch matching 
and tying precise imitations. •

W mmM
l i

_ _  ¿J * i>4”i n,l,* ^

^  Stoeger Publishing Co.
55 Ruta Court, S. Hackensack, NJ 07606

YES, I .want thiSdispensible guide to trout fishing. Enclosed is my check or 
money order for copies of MATCHING THE HATCH @ $7.95 plus
$1.50 postage and handling. New Jersey residents please add 6% sales tax.

Address _

'¿Cjty, ¡State, Zip _
FIS
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ALASKA

tiy fishing ALASKA

/ w ^ S S S ^ « “y  accom*
W

f f l  that g f  , TropW
t *  ^ C '  ' ftfíest i S t ó  We have

(907)276-3568 
ALASKA 99502

From Ken Owsichek’s
FISHING UNLIMITED
A new, deluxe and exclusive 
fishing lodge. Taking just 
four fishermen per week. 

FISHING UNLIMITED II 
P.O. Box 6301, Anchorage, 

Alaska 99502 -  907-243-5899 I

FISH ALASKA TH IS  SUM M ER  
ALASKA’S FINEST  

W ILDERNESS FLOAT FISHING

¿tvNow.. .
BOOKING J l «  

DRIFT ALASKA’S REMOTE RIVERS FROM 
FLY-IN  M O BILE TE N T CAMPS. NEW  
CAMP EVERY NIGHT. TOP GUIDES. DE­
LUXE EQUIPMENT. FLY OR SPIN FISH 
FOR FIVE SPECIES OF: SALMON •  RAIN. 
BOW TROUT •  CHAR •  GRAYLING.

OSPREY OUTFITTERS
(206)452-2127 

328 BONIFACE *2114 
ANCHORAGE, AK 99504FDmRDnni-IIIDF —

The Ultimate in 
Alaskan Float Fishing

Experience the finest Wilderness River Rafting in 
Lake llliamna Watershed. Fly-in to remote River 
Tent Camps. Fly-in, guides, all bush equipment 
and meals included. Trophy fly or spin fishing 
for all 5 species of SALMON, RAINBOW TROUT, 
CHAR, GRAYLING and PIKE.

WILD COUNTRY 
RIVER GUIDES, INC.

Chip Marinella,
SRA 180-F,

12020 Timberlane Drive 
Anchorage, AK 99502 

, (907) 349-9173
Our Name 
Says It All

IDAHO

N s>tr:
Li^LY FISHERMAN’S convenient source of travel infor- 
X  mation. Advertise in ON STREAM each issue and reach 

those fishermen planning their fly fishing trips. For full 
advertising information, contact Linda Walter at 717-657-9595, 
or write to FLY FISHERMAN, On-Stream, Box 8200, 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-8200.

BAHAMAS

BEST IN 
BONEFISHING

Charlie’s Haven, Andros Is., 
Bahamas, has the World’s best 
bonefishing, with bones over 
10 lb. common. Hundreds of 
fish seen daily. Also tarpon, 
permit, jacks, reef & offshore 
fishing. Good flyfishing guides. 
3, 4 & 7 day trips. $998/wk. dbl.

For information contact:
OUTDOOR SAFARIS, INC. 

P.O. Box 6366, Dept. FF 
Hollywood, FL 33021 

Phone: (305) 962-1982

CANADA

BRITISH COLUMBIA
Fish W  of Id Famous Rivers in the Northwest 

i s  ¿"Steelhead, Salmon, Trolit •  Lodge- or 
Mobile Camp •  Qrie Part^per Week., 2-4'
JVt
Northland Angling Guide Service 

jH& Katĥ lsprohd 
RR2 Babinê

SmitJi|rs>B.C„ Canada V 0 j | | IO  
> Tel (604)147-92^ V  V  .

ALBERTA'S BOW RIVER
Large trout, little pressure. 

Superb dry fly fishing.

Silvertip Outfitters
- Float Trip Service

Eric Grinnell. Licensed Alberta Guide Box 515, Midnapore, Alberta TOL1J0 
(403) 256-5018

COLORADO

Exceptional Family Retreat 
rrr-„ _ ¿-3 at 8200' Elev.

luayate Lœ lf .ed in
rtationaf W11 c f e nt çy.
Ÿg>ur host||¡N orm  &*Steb Sherwood, 
(303)876-4772.

COLORADO WILDERNESS
South  Fork of the  W hite R $ # r 
20 miles of excellent fly fishing. 
Beautiful H igh C o u n try  Lakes 

Sum m er Pack Trips 
Excellent Family Accommodations^

WHITE RIVER RESORT
-21679 lllptero PI., Pârker, Co."8Ô134 

tfSo3) 690-662y/^fp^& Elaine Harrison

r  \---------
Annual privileges 2,700 acre wilderness 
ranch near Steamboat Springs. Dams. 3 '-'it 
mi. of Williams Fork.

F I S H - H U N T
Brochure: 4406 Race, Denver 80216. 
303-232-6362. Beaver Valley Ranch

C 0 L 0 R A D 0

CATCH
&

RELEASE
The Ranch at Roaring Fork 

Near Aspen
Superb flies only angling for rain­
bows and browns. Condos, homes, 
building sites available.

M ID  MOUNTAIN REALTY 
358 Stagecoach Lane 
Carbondale, CO 81623 

303-963-1875

THREE RIVERS RANCH
"The ang lin g ' program  here ¡fa  e.ytra- 
on lin arv . and Three [ R ivers guides are-, 
s in tp lY  the best.” Art Lee. Luxtiry on­
stream wilderness lodging while fly fishing 
the Henry’s Lork and o|n^r'blueribbon 
wafers;. Box 593, Ashton, ID  83420. (208) 
652-3750/3482

S ilver’C r eek
O U T F I T T E R S  

Licensed Guides & Outfitters

FLY FISH
SUN VALLEY, IDAHO
Choose your guided trip from our memorable 
waters including the Copper Basin, the Big 
Wood River, pristine mountain takes or famed 
Silver Creek—one of America’s unique blue 
ribbon trout streams.

Write or call:
Box 418-F, Sun Valley, ID 83353 208/726-5282

1¡1* ¡
M A IN E

MAINE

Fly fishing for Trout & Salm on/ 
Matt and Ellen Ubby 

Box 56F Masardis, Maine 04759 
07-435-6233

* l i m  Pond
Wilderness Cam ps

Eustis, ME 04936
Privgte 4550 acre mountain wilderness 
paradise reserved for guests only. Tim Pond, 
famous for its native square tail trout, offers 
the finest remote fast fly fishing in Maine. •  
Comfortable rustic weathered log cabins, 
fully equipped with full baths, wood stoves 
orfieldstone fireplaces •  Group rates avail­
able y,,Float plane service available •  
Emergency Medicdl technician on prem­
ises •  American Plan

H arvey & Betty C a ld e n  
Write for brochures 
;‘,(207) 897-2100

C a m p Phpne: (207) 243-2947 -

COASTAL MAINE 
OUTFITTERS INC.

Fly fishing f6r,Atlantic and L.L. Sal- 
Brayvn. & Rainbow 

Trout — Bass*Jp|ts&~€amp and wild- 
ernes§v5Dine on lobster and prime rib. 
A complete qHa'li'fy seffafW îochuPes: 
RFD #1, Box 2380, Brooks, ME 0492:1 

Tel. 207-722-3218
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The fisherman working over rising trout needn’t 
always try to duplicate naturals. Sometimes an 
aggressive selling campaign

# #

Much has been written about 
matching the hatch— the need 
for it and the mind-boggling 
mechanics of accomplishing it. 
It is a challenge that gives trout 
fishing great depth and interest, 
spawning thousands o f  fly pat­
terns, giving rise to countless 
articles. But, there’s another 
side to the picture. The alterna­
tive is to break through the 
hatch to take those rising fish 
with something other than their 
food of the moment, something, 
perhaps, that’s out of season but 
especially delicious.

In recent yeafs I’ve made a 
practice of comparing the effec-
Photograph by Larry M adison '

tiveness of matching the hatch 
versus fighting it. First, I match 
the hatch Well enough to catch a 
fish or two. Then I go widely 
afield with divergent patterns 
to see how wedded the trout are 
to that particular hatch and if 
they can be tempted by other 
items.

This becomes particularly im­
portant when the hatch is very 
small or so unusual that none of 
the normally carried flies seem 
to work. Many an angler has 
been convinced from his read­
ings that if he can’t match the 
hatch he might as well go home.

(Continued on page 104)
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What the prairie dog ladrii in size (it’I  
but a few inches long standing up) it more 
than makes up for in availability .

There are millions of them throughout 
the We.$fv I have seen dog towns iais 
small as one ac^M nd as large as 600 
acres, the latter qualifying as a city rather 
than a town bySirtue* of its,, estimated 
4200 inhabitants. Gaining permission to 
hunt them 44 no problem. Except for the 
rare study areas, and towns preserved be­
cause they are easily accessible to tour­
ist | | |  no one wants to have the critter^ 
around. In fact, it is common practice 
for ranchers to advertise] the locations of 
their dog towns in local papers|;in hopes 
that hunters will come and clean them out. 
They also represent the epitome of var- 
minting diversity: a target for every shoot­
ing taste from casual plinking with a .22 
to the long-range marksman committed to 

Ttack-driying accuracy , at 600 yards and 
beyond. For clinchers, by shooting prairie 
dogs, varminters are benefiting more than 
a rancher with rodent problems. Con­
trolling their numbers with bullets rather 
than poison helps preserve an intricate 
system of predators and their prey that 
includes rare raptors like the prairie falcon 
and the endangered black-footed ferret. 
y;From ||varm inter’g | point of view, if 
there ? « o n e  flaw in this tempting tar­
get, it is that their range ̂ ^ lim ited  to 
the high plains of the West. The black­
tailed, white-tailed and Gunnison’s prairie 
d ||p t  represent the m§|pr species:;> and 
between the three their towns encom- 
pas|J; nearly^ a quarter of the nation; a 
broad band s|ge. and grassland that 
stretches frc^K^.anada to Mexico^ extend­
ing roughly 300 mil& on either side of 
the Continental Divide.

Within these wide-onen snallM| how- 
evef! d o fl establish residency: in pre­
dictable and easily found areS. The first 
thing they look for « e a sy  digging. It’s 
the rare town that occurs on a gravel 
hillside or shale slope. The dogs* prefer

W è s te r n  H ig h

T H E

by Norman Strung He’s very available
to set up housekeeping in the rich alluvium 
deposited by erosion at the foot of small 
gulches, coulees and arroyos. These fan- 

g|shaped, gently: sloping fields not only 
afford easy shelter, they also nurture the 
kinds of vegetation that prairie dogi£love> 
and this is;; where the real conflict be­
tween dogs and ranchers occurs. Popular 
myth holds that dogs and ranching don’t 

because livestock often^fltep into 
prairie dog holes and break their legs. I 
have often questioned ranchers about this/  ̂
and none of them has ever attributed in­
jured liveltpqMto a prairie dog hole. 
Rathfp, ;it is the simple fact that, prairie 
dogs prefer to live on prime grazing 
land, where they nibble every plant in sight 
to the height of the grafi| on a well- 
kept golf 'course?. Given a truly big 
town, thi|jtranslates into summer pasture 
for around 24 head of beefi^moMmall 
monetary loss to the rancher.

This manicured look doesn’t steiftSfrom a 
dog’Sldiet alone. In fact, they aren’t 
especially fond of grass, What they de­
mand in the place they call home i||a n  
unobstructed view of the lands around 
them; it is their primaryTiieans of defense. 
Hence, they will chop and chew any tall 
plant, be it prairie grasBgagebrush or 
juniper to the height of; the green on a 
pool table.

This habit can cause some confusion 
if you’re not aware of it. The first year 
I became hooked on shooting prairie dogs§§| 
I got permission to poke around someV* 
ranch property near Cody, Wyoming, 
and bumped into a dog town in some­
body’¡¡¡front yard. I knocked on the front 
door of the tiny, weather-beaten cabin to 
check on the {Owner’s feelings about clean- E 

(Continued on page 80) &
7 !  N

>.
By shooting only a few  rounds before <3
changing to a new dog town, varmintefstp 
can enjoy a fu ll day o f hunting. Young % 
dogs will tolerate an amazing amount o f §  
gunfire before diving into their burrows. £
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SPORTING DOGS

S S T '“' M  CHAPERONE
i ------F le a - K ill

B e d
Super-soft 

Foam Mattress 
Cedar scent will attract your dog to his own flea-kill 
bed, with a sanitary foam mattress covered in red plaid 
washable acrylic. Bed keeps pet cool in summer, 
warm in winter and untroubled by fleas year-round. 
Reversible, covered both sides. Prevents Sore Elbows.

Kills Fleas While Dogs Doze
Brings quick relief, gives restful sleep. Ends scratching 
and hipping.
AVOID SOILED UPHOLSTERY — So comfortable 
pets claim it for life and forsake the furniture. Keeps 
cushions clean, ends doggy odors, telltale hairs. 
REG. E.P.A.

Regular 28x33 in . $ 7.98
King-Size 3 3 x 4 7 in . $14.79

—(all postpaid). For cats order the Cat-Nap-Bed.

•  Super Size 28x33 im $7.98.
r p c c  Halfpint Pet Spot Odor Remover Splendid
■ ■■ c  c  all-purpose cleaner, with your order.

f 'U A D C D n k lC  Money Back Guarantee 
U n A r t n U N t  Box 1698 Sudbury, Mass. 01776

Perma-Port Enclosures
? WORLD'S GREATEST KENNEL”

Our exclusive'¿o-weld connections make this 
tough, perm anent enclosure portable when you 
decide to move it. Most sizes in stock, ready for 
pickup or delivery. NO W AITING N ECES­
SARY! Can be used indoors^or out. Completely 
assembled sections. Install easily to secure th^; 
strongest Dog. E xcellent for portable fences. 
Send for free brochure or come out and see the 
features we o ffe || the qualify^ we build in “The 
World’s Greate^^K^m el.”

UNIVERSAL FENCE INC.
7501^. M ilfordr | | | | h ighland, M I 48031 • (3 1 3 ) 8 8 7-4196

B ig Game Hounds Squirrel Dogs 
M ink Do gs, Beagles &  Rabbit Hounds 

F o x , De er, W o lf, Coyote 
45-day tria l . .  . m ost reasonable q uality dogs on 
the m arke t. Send $5.00 fo r p ictu res, price lis t , e tc .

BILL HOLT 
Rf. 1 Jasper, M l 49248

L A B R A D  O  R S
Bigstone Kennels, br«eder$ of 9 Field Champions, includ­
ing -1962 National Retriever Champion Bigstone Hope, 
offer puppies with the background to become Field Cham­
pions or Gun Dogs supreme. P u p p ie S h a t  will naturally 

^retrieve from land or water at 2 to 3 mo. AKC reg. Safe 
fS liv e r y  & satisfaction guaranteed. Airs shipment to your 

nearest airport. Get your order in  note tM m wriy delirei 
Correspondence in vited '.| Write W& call. Telephone 612- 
265-6379 FREE J N F O R M A T IO I^ ^
B I L L  R O O K  B e a r d s l e y , M i n n . 5 6 2 1 1

LIKE HUNTING DOGS?
Get 13 great issues of 
HUNTING DOG for only 
$ 7 .0 0 — a sav ings of 
$5.00! 13 great issues of 
America’s award winning 
magazine about Bird 
D o g s ,  R e t r i e v e r s ,  
Springers, Hounds, Guns 
and Hunting!

«MMilM  
MÜH« ¿Ml.

HUNTING DOG MAGAZINE
9714 Montgomery Road 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45242

E -Z -M A T IC  
PET DOOR

Sizes to fit any pet...front a 
tiny kitten to a St. Bernard.
SEND FOR FREE DETAILS  

G. J. M il le r  M fg . Co.
R. R. 3 , Dept. B 

Dubuque, Iowa $ 3 0 0 1

PRO TEC T YOUR DOG
WITH AMERICA S FINEST I.D . TAG

 ̂ Beautiful
Wrjish with all characters black,fjilefefoaeasy;readin g 

Complete with S ^ o o k - d  privets 
chain o(-follar Tao with^doaf^jam fe*'.

« owner s narnV1 ^ d d r V s ^ & 'p h ^ M ^ W e r ^ ^ ^ % p 'e c i f y  * 
s.tyle -Of tag

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED $2.75 EA CH  P O S TPA ID
JAYEM ENGRAVING CO. dept, sa
5217 QUEENSBRIDGE RQ. • MADIS0'fifP;^14

GREAT PYRENEES
I u r c a n i n e  

A rffe ^ »  lik e  what jofiS s^O  
For ififo on "pAippie^^ p  

Just w rite to
Send $ 1 .0 0  fo r  d e ta iled  

ganda ’ ’

Miss Maureen Donohue
329 Florence, Ridgecrest, CA 

93555
Phone: 714-3 75 -5 8 8 1

B L A C K  A N D  T A N
BIG GAME

&  COONHOUND PUPS
From’ g en u in e , old-fashioned,r.. ex tra -lon g  
eared , b u g le-v o iced , fa s t  co ld  tr a ilin g  tree- 
bred hounds o f  EARLY AMERICAN FAME. 
Typey pup s s ired  b y  our top  stu d s and from  
m a tin g s w ih in  our ow n  pack. W e m ain ta in  
th e  o ld e st  and fin est A.K.C. re g ister ed  
bloodlines?!; P articu lars and p hotos $ 1 .0 0 .

MAPLE HILL FARM
Rte. 5, Dept. S .A ., Greencastle, Ind. 46135 

Phone: 317-526-2365

GERMAN SHORTHAIRED 
POINTERS
Puppies

Started Dogs
Stud Service

K e r la c r e s  K e n n e ls
Dean Kerl, Owner 

6000 N. Talbot Rd. 
Sioux City, Iowa 51103 

712-255-6747
Tell “ Im port”

FT . Ch. A K C -F D S B

— KIMBERTAL—
T h e  M ost Sought a fte r  Nam e in

Doberman Pinschers
C ham p-sired pups bred  for  

su perior s iz e , conform ation ,

G U A R A N TE E S  
• S H IP P IN G  W O R L D W ID E

KIMBERTAL KENNELS
R .D . 3 , Kim berton, Penna. 19442 215-933-4982 or 933-3600

HOUNDMEN!
Read the leading National Tree 
Hound Magazine about COON- 

p OUNDS. Preferred by coon 
hunters. Stories, breed news, coon 
hunts, ¿etlptrials, shows. The Best 
-Mpver 100 pages monthly. 12 

^i§]|u|||$7.00. Sample eopy; $1.00
AMERICAN COONER

Breaking the Hatch
(Continued from page 45)

He puts all his§:Bffort into matching 
an insert that the patterns in his fly 
boxes don’t, cover and winds up quitting 
in disgust. It may be a close,Situation. 
All the imitations he uses are of the same 
type bs the hatch. They aren’t close enough 
to match it but they sure don’t offer a real 
alternative either. He leaves unexplored 
that great smorgasbord within which may 
lie delicacies that could cause the trout 
he’s fishing for to forsake the table they’re 
feeding at and succumb to the new and 
irresistible delicacy.
l i t  is a matter of basic concept. To break 

through the hatch you have to believe 
that within your understanding of the trout’s 
nature you can fihd things he likes as much 
as those]he’s feeding on. Obviously, they’re? 
not there at the moment. But you can put 
them there. Trout are like people. They’re 
not all the same, with the same tastes, 
and;.some, like peopl||| are bored by mo­
notony. Give them aijhoice, even when 
they’re slurping contentedly and you 
may be pleasantly surprised. At any rate, 
if you can’t match the hatch, don’t just 
give up. Put/6n an aggressivfefselling cam­
paign with something ellS^Cv

I can remember a day.' on IhfgHenry® 
4gprk. The trout were rising tg|spmething 
as small as a N o .^ &  JKpLent an hour 
getting three rtsJSand bringing in two 
fish. Then l|lyent the othefbvay and spent 
two hourllwith a * Variwvlbf patterns. 
drew fj^strikes and brought in four "fish. 
Twbf strikes w^m op a small streamer with 
a silver body1 and grizzly k 1 dk^Mgi
it minnow shape. One was^on a No. 6 
Muddler. Another wgs;]on a No. 12 Royal 
Wulff. Next I triic| a 18 Skater and 
finalljgfa N&M 8 Wretchp|‘;]^f^»vhich 
a stonefly-type nymph that looks as if it had 
just been through a near-death struggle- 
with another of its kind a littlffflarger and 
fiercer.

One thing different about the last/ two; 
hours was that I m<Jfed more fish. When 
the trout Iflefe? risihg -Steadily in front of 
me . and: |  was trying to matc&hpjhatch,
I K it nSneBmcf move. 1 wds* pontent to 
work over those fis || with the^feeling that 
if iSoUld matfih the haj|h ^Souldleatch 
any, fish feedingBn it. When I changed to? 
div^igent patterns « t i l l  fished the rising 
fish, but Kgave ©lth?6p*«)nly a limited 
time befp||| I mptedon to another.

In  o rd e r to ;b e  lo g ic a l I  m o v ed  th ro m g fc  
an a re a  'w ith  d ttc h ||b f m y ^ H t  . p a tte rn s  
g iv in g j ik lh o f  th B fg r is in g  | fs h  a c h a h c S a t  

it . T h e n , I ’d  ||t> m e  bhclc and g p  th rou gh  
again  w ith  the n ex t pa tte rn . C h a n g in g ;flil§ §  

f t  th a G o n ly t?arf4% tro u t lM B B a ch one w i l l  
n g e r t f e l l  yph  w h at, the genera l p re fq r£ n § |f  

o f  th e fw h o lffa s :$ e m b ly  i s  Y o u  ¿ a n  p u t on  
a f ly ,  m ak e  a cast to  a t ts t t^ v ith  i^ ^ g a tch  

f i lm  and  th in k  ‘ ‘ t h ^ M v h a t  th e y ’ re  ta k in g . ’ ’
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showers leave the woods smelling fresh and 
clean; the patter of rain on a tent makes 
a sleeping bag ^eem particularly inviting 
and the warmth of a campfire ;f|pecially 
cheery. Add to that a pile of lightly 
floured bass fillets, a black iron skillet 
and good company and you have all the 
necessary ingredients for a fine time. If 
it turns out to be a fine time in foul 
weather suit® who really cares?

How to Plan a 
Canoe T rip
If you want to plan a can§l trip for small- 
mouths, ybu will find that state agenci|||in 
both New Hampshire and Mainljfcffer ex­
cellent informational pamphlets regarding 
where to Write New Hampshire Fish 
and Game, 34) Bridge,.St|§j Concord, NH 
03.301 and ask for the pamphlet. entitled 
“ Recommended Fishing Waters.” This! 

- concise booklet li||s all the fishing waters 
in the state, tells which species of fish are 

||bund the® and indicatSthe degree of ac­
cessibility in each

Maps showing where campsites are lo­
cated are available from the New Hamp­
shire Department of Resources' and ESq5 
nomic Development, Office of Vacation 
Travel, P.O. Box 856, Condord, NH 
03301.

In Maine a booklet entitled “ The Maine 
Smallmouth”  (500)^ together with a 
Sportsman’5; index to Maine Lakeland 
various individual lake survey maps, are 
available from the Department pf Inland 
Fisherielgand Wildlife, Division of Infor­
mation and Education||284 State St:y  
Augusta, ME 04333.

Mapss showing location of authorized 
campsite^ are available from Bureau of JFor- 
estry, Department of Conservation, Ray 
Building^Augusta, ME 04333.

Special R estrictions'"
In lyiaine the daily limit, on bass is re­
duced from five fish' to three during the 
period of April ;1 to June 20 and the bag 
may not include an aggregate weight of 
more than IV2 pounds After June 20 the 
limit is five fish a?day or 1XA. poundilin 
aggregate^

Certain waters have had specific rules 
regarding artificial lures, flies||>r bait$un 
pastry ears. Check the rule book, although 
theilS are no specific restrictions of this 
kind on most baSs/waters.

In New Hampshire the limit is two bass 
per day during the period of May 1 to June 
30 and most bass waters:* are restricted to 
flyfishing only. Some of the most hea||ly 
populated bass lakes\such -as Winnepesau- 
kffl, Winnisquam and Wentworth may be 
fished with single-hook artificial lures’; 
during the spawning1'^ifhson, howefgr. 
Again, chec^fthe rule book.

There1 is no length or weight limit on 
New Hampshire bass: ■

[ SPORTING DOGS

STRAIGHT COONERS
Good blooded hotinds, black and tan, redbone, blue tick, treeing walkers 
and plotts, various crosses. To order from ad send a $30.00 deposit per dog. 
Balance sent C.O.D. If desired enclosing full amount will reduce C.O.D. 
service charge. No personal checks, please. When ordering your dog or 
writing for free catalog and pictures give all details as to the type of game 
you will be hunting. The breed, sex', size and age of the dog you want. 
Purchase price refunded if not satisfied. Choice extra fancy straight cooners 
3 to 6 years old males $120.00, females $90.00. Combination hounds, males, 
$85.00, females $80.00. Old coon hounds 7 & 8 years old males $90.00 
females $80.00. Trained still trailing squirrel dogs small type feist 15-20 lbs. 
Large mixed breed 35-40 lbs, males and females $65.00. Well trained deer 
hounds any breed you want. Males $85.00 females $80.00. Quality fox 
hound-—all breeds—males $85.00, females $80.00, Choice beagles, rabbit 
hounds all sizes and markings, the very best, males and 
females $70.00. Rocky Mtn. Kennels is open the year round. We keep a 

large inventory. We can make shipments anywhere in the U.S.A. from 1 to 3 days. Buyers pay all shipping 
charges. 15 DAY TRIAL IN YOUR HANDS.

You must list
telephone number to order. 

Phone 6 1 5 -4 7 2 -6 7 6 6
James W am pler

ROCKY MOUNTAIN KENNELS
P.O. Box 991 , 

Cleveland, Tenn. 37311

BIRD DOGS & RETRIEVERS TRAINED THE OLD FASHIONED, PROVEN WAY
Q U A IL  H U N T IN G

SHOOTING SEASO N SEPT. 1 -M A Y  30 ; NO LIM IT

Trained daily the old-fashioned proven w ay . . .  patience and hard w ork  
-iron quail, partridge or pheasants (ducks for retrievers) w ith  plenty o f  

birds . . . actual field conditions. Special attention paid to develop ing  
staunchness on point, retrieving and hunting dead. All dogs broke to 
whillpe. M onthly report w itnfiictures on dog’s progress. Clean, modern  
cement kennels^jn heart o f M issouri quail country. Training $65 per 
month includes board. LOTS Or BIRDS.Write for FREE folder,or phoiie  

'816-753-5234. Pups and started dogs for sale. N o  eljedtric co llars.

BAIER’S DEN KENNELS, Box SA, Peculiar» Mo. 64Q78

" ARCTIC  WOLVES"
Protection and Affection from our BOTTLE-FED & 

HAND-RAISED TIMBERWOLF & SHEPHERD-CROSS CUBS!
B I G , B O L D  &  B E A U T I F U L  •  P U R E  A R C T IC  C U B S  •  O T H E R  E X O T IC S  A V A I L A B L E  

Send S1.po lor Brochure
< --------- (Photo of 7-month-old Cub) Lie./USD A Gov. Inspected.

C A N IS  L U P U S  R A N C H
P.O. Box 4788, M argate, Florida 33063 

Phone 305-473-9833

O U R  N E W  C A T A L O G , L IS T IN G  
O V E R  1 8 0 0  D O G  & C A T  

R E L A T E D  P R O D U C T S  IS H E R E  !!!

To get your own complete catalog 
send $1 .00  (your $1 .00  will be re­
funded Writ® y o u r  first order) for 
postage and^andling. Send to:

EDiiìiihiI EB|mm:i«ilties Bin;.
Post Office Box 531 SA  

Camden, New Jersey 08101

FREE rivets for attaching

YOUR NAME
STREET OR R. R 

PHONE NO. 
CITY AND STATE

Dog collars, >  Heavy gauge, shiny, solid brass nameplates o  i n r  c-i
Sportswear - ^ Easy-to-read, large lettering deeply stamp- _ H  S p p r ts g e a r .^  wj,h precision 7/8” x 3 /4 ” 5  fOF $ 2 .

ioSjk \ Low cost protection Lasts for years. Please i  5  f o r  $ 5 .
print i nfo^Seodcheokormoney order today. Postpaid

I Fast order service Bill Boatman & Co. 
I  since 1947 £$£21§H Maple St. Bainbridge, Ohio 456Ì|jS|

BIRD 006 TRAINING
Field tra in in g . Best o f ca re  and feed. W ild  
birds. 10 ,000  boon dock acres , second to  none. 
40 years  exp erien c e  and  vou w on’ t  buy better. 
Monthly rates. Field Training All Year. $ 7 0 .0 0  month. 

Phene (615) 722-5894
JAY ELL'S TRAINING KENNELS

(moil address only)
FLAT WOODS, TENNESSEE 38458

W A N T E D  
D o g  ¡ f ra ile r  D e a le r s

Ideal for Sportsmen
^BDesigrred for Practicality 

V  .Strong, Durable - Easy to Handle 
y  Four 24" x 36" Dog Compartments 

t g i2 4 sq. ft. Storage for Guns & Gear

MILEY TRAILER COMPANY 
Contact: Bill Harris 

Box 4469 •  Ft. Worth, TX 76106 
817-626-3043

B IR D  DOG O W N E R S
Send for Free New Catalog of Dog 
Training Supplies and Equipment. 
VollaYs« Leads, Dumm;i||, Whistles; 
JS,centV*‘Book|®Cr'ates,, etc. Also 
Prints, Giftware & Jewelry.

H A L L M A R K  S U P P & S  
W250 N8815 Hillside Rd. 

Sussex, Wis. 53089 
1-414-246-4000_______

HALLMARK

FULL CRY., .the MAGAZINE 
of COON DOGS &  HUNTING
Latest news and interesting stories about Coon 
and Tree hounds, Cpori, Mountain Lion and Bob­
cat hunting. Wild Coon hunts, Water races, Field 
trials, Pictures, Training articles, Club news. 
Biggest, Oldest and Best magazine of its kind.
More than 100 pages monthly. Sample copy 
$1.00. One year (12 Big Issues) $7.00. c
F U L L  CRY, Box 190-SA, Sedalia, Mo. 65301
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Then if you switch to another fly and 
another and fail with them you may think 
your statement correct. Actually that fish 
might have taken any fly you put to him. 
You don’t really know, and d dedicated 
angler likes to be sure, if possible, of what 
he believes;. Only carefully planned tests 
will give you the answer.

B re a k in g  th e  h a tch  is an ex ten s io n  o f  m y  
s tra w b e rr ie s -a n d -c re a m  th e o ry  th a t tro u t 
m a y  h a v e  a  lo n g in f f i  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  
d e lic a c y  th a t is ,o u t o f  sieas()n a t.the  m o m en t.
I believe they will be just as ready to take 
it as I am to forego thJRtandard January 
dessert of apple pie a la mode in faypr of 
fresh strawberries from Florida smothered 
in whipped cream /when,Surprisingly it 
sho$| up/tin a winter menu. Remember, 
tpo? that not all trout afe^JhMsame and 
one fish^fayprite may be another’s poison.

Stoneflr§s, in my opinion; are one of the 
best things .with which to tempt a trout. I 
think trout miss them w e n  they’fp not 
around, or they expect them to be around 
more than they are. They Sre.almpst always 
willing to take them.

Streamers offer ¿a; good mouthful, and a 
bit of*^challeng^too, depending on how 
plentiful they are in the stream. It may seem 
ridiculous to offer trout ¿something that 
imitates a baitfish while a hatch of ins'ey|s| 
is'fjb.n; but it may be the streamer’s very 
contrast to the insects that’ll make the 
trout take notice^]

MuddleS are great and so are SkatpTs|l

The Royal 
is so blatantly 

unreal that I  think 
trout simply say, 

(T just 
don’t

believe it.”

I think their charm is" that troufgsee in 
them Something unusualpSimething to 

‘6hase, thê  sort of can-I-catch-it feeling a 
small boy gets when a meadow frog leaps 
acros'^ms path.

The Rdf&l Wulff is^|o'blatantl^?unreal 
thatl® think a good many fcr̂ ut simply s*ay 
to themlelVM “ I just don’t belieV^it.” 
Then th S  take a qiHk iS ^ |t  to

real.
I could list a number of tiiM&nd places 

when I i SSfflies/that had Jijo resemblanfl 
to the naturals but. worked while tile hdfbh 
wasSqn. Instead, let m ® ‘u0est that Jou 
make your own (feeriments. 'iSpSHf you 
can’t reas^ureglyourself that^v^n if you 
c a n t  match t a: particularfmjtch thefe^s Jllfl 
a good chance you won’t hafe^fo admit 
defeat.; ■

Spqrts^^md July 19^8
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A.K.C. REGISTERED

FOR SHOW

W È
BË

Q U A LIT Y  PUPPIES AND TR AIN ED  AD ULTS
D O B E R M A N S

Call us today TOLL FREE for the precise location of a 
HOUSE OF HOYTT PET CARE AND TRAINING CEN­
TER nearest you and receive our 32 page brochure on our 
dobes, guarantees and our all-breed training programs. See 
why 85% of our customers last year were thru referrals.

’ O U S E  O F  H O Y T T

ESTABLISHED 1945

rm

m

FULL LINE OF PROTECTION TRAINING EQUIPMENT 
PET SUPPLIES

A L L  B R EED TRAINING PROGRAMS
I FOR b u s i n e s s !

WRITTEN GUARANTEES

FOR HOME

NEW JER$EY
FLORIDA Miipois residents or general information 815-838-8388 mail-Rt. 1, Lockport, * 6 0 4 4 1 ILLINOIS

ÿllaiigjBjjajj Mp ip ü 11 ATTACK DOGS
•THE TOUGHEST DOGS THIS SIDE OF HELL# 

•MANSTOPPERS TRAINED FOR PERSONAL PROTECTION* 

•HOME OR BUSINESS#

Send $3.00 For Complete Descriptive Brochure -

D.W. Lovett's AMERICAN K-9 PATROL
4 7 2 0  State Road 8 4  •  Ft, Lauderdale, FLA 3 3 3 1 4  
For Immediate Service Phone Area 3 0 5 -7 9 1 -1 9 2 0

B IR D  D O G S
Chandl^f^ K ennels offers to  
you , th e sportsm an , Jfch#, la rg ­
e s t  se lec tio n  o i& Wmk  d ogs in  
A m erica. POINTERS. SETTERS 
and BRITTANIES. T hese doffs 
are allí trained  e x c lu s iv e ly  on 
w iIdifairds uriáér natural hunt- 
ihg-c cond itions. A ll dogs reg- 
istered  out . o f top b lo o d l i i |e | |B  
T riál a llo w ed  on *$§11 trained  

now ’.do
training of outside dogs.

CHANDLER KENNELS
W O R L D ’S LA R G EST S H O O T IN G  DOG K E N N E L  

N ew  Headquarters P.O. Sox 6 8 , M ex ia , Texas 7 6 6 6 7  
Ph: 8 1 7 -5 6 2 -5 5 0 1  H o llen  (J r .)  C handler, O w ner

CHARMAR  
CHO W  PUPPIES

b eau tifu l
pdm panion^m nd guard ians • 
cn tii

Champion sired. l)isnosi«|yw 
guaranteed.

3850 Clyde Park Ave. S .W . 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 49509 

Area Code 6 16-532-940i

/C ILLINOIS HUNTING HOUNDS
Coon Dogs, Squirrel Dogs, Rabbit Beagles.

Fox and Deer Hounds 
Priced Reasonably Trial Allowed

Buyer Pays All Shipping Charges 
DELMAR MILLS

403 W. Jackson •  Vandalia, ILL 62471 
Phone: 618-233-1269

SHOOTING DOGS TRAINED
Complete ¿i,Job strictly guaranteed. 
Staunch on point, steady to wing and 
shot, back. Retrieve tenderly and 
promptly on command atid stay and 
hunt dead and cripples. ALSO train­
ing and boarding by the month.

■gU CAS KENNELS
Phone 793-2295 Code 618 N ew ton, III.

BIRD DOGS & PUPS---------------
FOR SALE............ ALSO TRAINING
HEY, K IN G ! We want you satisfied! Yes, you’re 
the King when you buy or train w i n  us. Don’t 
forget we do spec ia liig  in the following: W ater 
(dogs) yard and field all pointing breeds, gun- 
shyness, birdshy. REMEMBER, WE CARE.

LANE KENNELS
R.R. # 7 ,  Liberal, Missouri 64762 

_________ _ _  Ph: 417-843-2115 _______________

TRAINING ALL BREEDS
ObedienceSPomting • Retrieving 

We prefer Quality to Quantity and take a 
limited number of dogs. Each dog is treated 
as an individual and given personal atten­

tio n  daily. Make reservations early.
D O U B L E - J  T R A I N I N G  K E N N E L S  

P.O. Box 1004 Galesburg, III. 61401

COLLAPSIBLE DOG CRATES FOR STATION WAGONS

lili
2 0 x 2 4 x 1 8 ' 

l 2 0 x 3 0 x 2 4 ’ 
i: 2 0 x 3 0 x 2 6 ' 
? 2 0 x 3 6 x 2 4 ' 
I 2 0 x 3 6 x 2 6 '

High ................................. $ 2 1 .4 5
H ig h  . .............................  2 2 .9 5
H ig fta p ;..........................  2 3 .4 5
HighVf .:. .......................  2 4 .4 5
H ig h  ................................ 2 4 .9 5

Write .•irv *
w i ' U i r a r i g t s P S ? A J  s|>*| rabbi t 
11 u tc t .tP

KEIPPER COOPING CO.
P.O. Box 15138-S • 3235 W. Burnham St, Milwaukee, WI 53215.

TRAINING
Field trial and gun dogs 

We train dogs the year round. Grounds 
were developed especially for dog 
training. Located in Heart of Southern 
Illinois quail country.

SID PAGE JR.
Ingram’s Acres, R FD , Ewing, I S  62836 

Ph.618-629-2530 Before 7 a.m.-noon-after 7 p.m.

BIRD DOG TRAINING • GAME BIRD HUNTING

FULL TRAINING FACILITIES & EXPERT TRAINERS •  All Pointing Breeds, 
Receivers & f in g e r s .  Dogs trained on 1,000’s of Prime Hunting 
Acres. Dogs worked on Pheasant, Quail, Chukar, Grouse & Woodcock. 
Mallards for Receivers Within driving distance of New England, 
N.Y.-N.J.-Ohio-Md.-Pa.-Va. & Canada. P t ip s H  Started & Finished 
Dogs For Sale., I

VALHALLA HUNTING CLUB & KENNELS 
R.D.# 2, P.O. Box 956, Andover, NY 14806 

— Phone:  607-478-8188 or 478-8775 — — i

Factory Priced, Portable, ¡j 
Custom Single & Multiple 
Dog Runs. J
WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG 1

MANSON INDUSTRIES, INC.
RR. 8 HUNTOON & AUBURN RD., DEPT. SÂ 
TOPEKA, KANSAS 66604, 913/478-4662

UNCONDITIONAL GUARANTEE that these nam e­
plates will last the life of the dog collar. Raised 
letter em bossing, two quick rivets with each tag. 
$0.50 each, 3 for $1 .00 , 5 for $1 .50 , 10 for $2 .90 , 15 
for $3.75 [that |s  only 25 cents each!]. 4 lines copy 
for nam e, phone, address. Completed nam eplates  
returned postpaid. Send coin, check or money order.

emo NAMEPLATES 
6305 GREENCASTLE CT 
FORT WORTH. TX 76118

W HITE GERM AN 
SHEPHERDS akc^  a sc i

:f  Our dogs are carefully bred to 
i be Ipyyved with, Venjoyed‘ and 

*JHBIoved‘ They are highly intelli- 
gent, people oriented and o f 

$ unsurpassed beatity. Your puppy w ill 
have a gentle, outgoing, nappy per­

i l  m sonality with a strong protective 
p p F  instinct. The ideal family dog.

/ ■  Picture brochure $1.
RICHARD C. WALSH, 15410 Johnson Road, 

Silver Spring, M aryland 209Q4. 301-384-8699
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THE DOG 
PIT

Written in 1888 
by Richard K. 
Fox, then the 
publisher of the 
Police Gazzette.

A full account of the famous fighting pit bull 
terriers by a man with over 30 years experience in 
managing, training and breeding. *Dog vs. Monkey — 
*Dog vs. Rats — *Dog vs. Bears. Ancestors of the 
great wild hog catch dogs of the present.
Account of the worl'J championship dog fight, 
illustrations of the great fighting dog of the times. 
Send check or money order for $5.50 to:

K & K Publishers
P.O. Box 487 Fresh Meadows, N.Y. 11365

B  GAME BREEDING |

12 to 209 EGG INCUBATORS
FULLY AUTOMATIC including egg 

turning. Humidity and heat regulated. 
For Quail, Pheasant, Chicken, Duck 

and other eggs. COMPLETE BIRD 
EQUIPMENT CATALOG. Feeders and 

fountains. Bird and poultry books.
Hatching eggs.

Write M A R S H  F A R M S
14230 BROOKHURST ST. 

' GARDEN GROVE, CALIF. 92643

lA R A U C A N A S
Chickens that Lay Easter Eggs

Brown Leghorns, S ilver Laced 
Wyandottes, Black Australorps, Buff 
Orpingtons, Buff Minorcas, Black 
Minorcas . . . and 15 other produc­
tion breeds and crosses. Also 17 
Rare and Exotic breeds.

Send 500 for Big Chick Catalog
GRAIN BELT HATCHERY 

Box125-AE. Windsor. M 0 .65360

BASS & CRAWFISH
FOR POND STOCKING
LARGE & SMALLMOUTH BLACKBASS BLUEGILLS, CRAW­
FISH. Crawfisfi for pond food ¿fcvyefed control,^fi|h bait. 
We raise what we sell! Guaranteed Hive delivery. 
Send fo ( prices. Shipped; air, M ick. BOOKLETS: “-#BB

K);;' •' ’08(1* \
Atf. a ap ril' “Pond, M^ S - $ 3.00.
CALALA'S WATER HAVEN, INC. Dept. S.A.-7  
R.D. - 2 ,  Rt. 60, New London, Ohio 44851 419-929-8052

R A ISE QUAIL
FOR PLEASURE AND PROFIT
“ PRODUCE AND S E LLW ells  how to 
produce Bobwhite Quail and where to 
seifJt’hem.
“SPORTSMEN & GAME BREEDERS 
CATALOGU E’’— complete I ine of low; 
tostq^ulffl breeding equipment—¡See  
of quail and eggs.

- - Send 250 for Two Booklets
G.Q.F. MFG. CO. DEPT. S BOX 8152, SAVANNAH, GA. 31402

RAISE RABBITS
RAISE NEW  ZEALAND W HITE  
RABiLftsi^FDR US on $500 month 
plan. You just-can't argue with suc- 

This*,;|jSf_ it! System reveals 1 
p ^ lM in g . |B ientyv markets. Start 
K haill; grow q^Tipiy^-big profits. We show ■MB how. Get ’’the êVeVb'liMMg facts.

F ? e « e ta i l s .  WRITE TODAY!
WHITE’S BABBITRY H  ■ ....

Box 1388-SA , Hudson Ohio 44234

Attract Wildlife
Y

Improve our Environment
PLAN! WILD RICE,-. ROTATO,. SPEC GRAIN
MIXES; CROWNVETCH. OVER 9p’ f  DIFFERENT 
VARIETIES SEND S1 FOR INFORMATIVE BOOKLET:

K  E S T E R ’S
Wild Game Food Nurseries, Inc. 
P. O. Box V-h Omro, WJ 54963NAT̂iiö̂'.̂ &̂SlÄTÄ̂TtS - ÒVER̂MéMs ,,

1978
ALL-AMERICA 

TRAPTEAM
by Jimmy Robinson

-Roger Smith, 37, of Wichita, and Dan 
Bonillas4bffeS Bano^ California have- 
been named co-captains of the 1978 All- 
America Men ¿^Trapshooting Team, 
i Smith, a data p j |^ s |in g  manager at 

tjieafjet; won the Grand American High 
Overall at Vandalia, Ohio, last August with 
a 965x1000, targets better than a
field of 5000 gunners. Smith alsp&aptured 
the Spring Grand Ariierican Handicap at 
Phoenix in January; with 98x100 from 27 
yards, and the All-Around whefi he hit 
394x400. Bonillas, a 31-year-old probation 
officer and shooting instructor, won the 
Spring Grand American High Overall with 
489x500. Bonillas .‘became the first trap- 
shooter in l# s t®  jto break back-to-back 
lOO-straight^fat doubles at the Grand. Big

Dan, who has been on the Sports Afield 
AIT America Team several times as a mem­
ber and captain, headed the nation’s high- 
average doublifpshooters with a .9750 af0r- 
agd; he also led handicap marksmen with 
a 1977 average^ of .9515 of 8000 targets, 
all from the maximum 27 yards.

Otheneaptains included Martin Wilbur, 
a 17-year-old from Salina, Kansas§ who 
Won the Junior Grand American HO A; 
Susan ¿Nattrasffla doctoral candidate from: 
Waterlog Ontario, named the 1077; Cana­
dian female athlete of the year and 1977 
national women’s champ; Mike Kaelin, 67, 
of Wathena, Kansas, ' a Veteran shooter 
and sporting goods; dealer);|lim^ Hunter 
of Richmon^Sidiana, the Grand’s* HO A 
among professional shopfers and All- 
Around victor;, and 14||ear-old Tony 
M aru^o, Stonington, Illinois, . captain of 

(Continued on page 114)

Roger Smith, Men’s Co-Captain Susan Nattrass, Women’s Captain

Martin Wilbur, Junior Captain Mike Kaelin, Veteran’s Captain

106 Sports Afield July 1978



A  technique calling  

for accurate casting

above a li else, says 

ARTHUR OGLESRY

THE GREAT BOOM in Stillwater trout 
fishing and the dynamic effect it has had 
on anglers from  all walks of life tends to 
overshadow the fact that the trout is 
basically a fish of the fast, clear waters of 
our rain-fed rivers and chalk-streams. His­
torically this is the environment from  
which our trout were sought. Classic w ri­
ters on trout fishing had little to say about 
Stillwater fishing for trout —  unless, of 
course, it referred specifically to Scottish 
lochs, a few  lakes in Wales and Cumbria, 
and the occasional Irish lough.

The most notable Stillwater fisheries of 
those far-off days were probably Loch 
Leven and Blagdon —  with Loughs Mask 
and Conn thrown in for good measure. 
Most certainly, in my neck of the woods, 
North Yorkshire, I  cannot call to mind a 
single Stillwater trout fishery where one 
might have had access when I was a 
youth. My apprenticeship to trout fishing 
was served on the small rock-girt moor­
land streams where it was not too much 
of a crime to cast an upstream worm  and 
where a trout of 1 lb or more would rank 
for specimen status. In fact, the first trout 
I caught over 1 lb —  it weighed 1 lb 2 oz —  
was regarded as such a good 'un that it 
won me first prize in a weekly newspaper 
competition. Today, it is doubtful if such a 
fish would get a mention —  let alone an 
award!

Let me, therefore, take a few  minutes to 
extol the virtues of these trout of our 
faster waters and to bring into highlight 
some of the tackle and techniques which 
might secure their downfall.

A careful study of all the classic litera­
ture on trout fishing will yield the infor­
mation that, from the earliest times, the

trout has been regarded as the premier 
sporting fish —  provided that it was 
caught or sought with some form  of 
artificial fly. Bait-fishing was often con­
demned because it made the fishing too 
easy, and we have grown to accept that 
what the Americans call 'matching the 
hatch' —  imitating the natural fly on the 
water —  has become the traditional way 
of taking trout.

Halford gave us dry-fly fishing as we 
know it today. History might accuse him 
of being over-zealous or over-dogmatic in 
his postulations that exact imitation  (the 
italics are mine) was the only real way to 
deceive the wily trout. He went to great 
lengths of absurdity when he insisted that 
a concoction of fur, feather, tinsel and silk 
could look rem otely like an ephemeral 
creature created by the Almighty. He did 
demonstrate, however, just how well he 
might caricaturise the natural fly with one 
of his own creations. But he misled a lot

of anglers in his insistence that only 
through exact imitation could the angler 
ever hope to catch a fish. A more enligh­
tened generation of river trout fishermen  
know, of course, that their imitation fly 
must be seen to represent food, but the 
slavish copying attributed to Halford is 
not the prime factor to ensure success.

It has to be admitted in Halford's 
defence, however, that hatches of natural 
aquatic flies are nowhere near so prolific 
as they were in his time. Today there are 
many rivers with a distinct shortage of 
fly-life. Trout have become more catholic 
in their diet —  particularly those which 
have been cossetted in a hatchery for the 
first two or three years of their lives. One 
well-known American angler constructed 
a fly he calls the 'N earunuf, the inference 
being that it looked like a natural fly of 
one of the Ephemerid fam ily and that the 
trout were not too fussy anyway.

In my view, therefore, while the selec-

Reg Righyni, master fly-fisherman, on the Foston Beck, East Yorkshire.
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tion of the artificial fly may be an im por­
tant consideration, the paramount factor 
in successful fly-fishing for trout lies in 
the presentation of the fly —  particularly 
the dry fly. At the risk of repetition I will 
relate an experience which happened 
many years ago on a small chalk-stream  
in the old East Riding of Yorkshire.

A good rise was taking place below an 
old brick bridge. Large spring olives were 
hatching in numbers and some good 
trout were taking them  down boldly. I 
moved into a position where I could cover 
the fish cautiously and I had on what I 
thought to be an adequate representation 
of the hatching fly. I cast with all the skill 
and dexterity I could muster; the fly 
alighted beautifully; the trout moved to 
take my fly, but at the last m om ent it 
turned away and continued feeding on 
the hatching naturals.

M any anglers would have concluded 
from  this evidence that I was fishing with  
the wrong fly. I did, in fact, try a change of 
fly, but of five or six fish covered below  
that old Bridge there was not one which 
would take the fly on my leader. Back on 
the bridge, gazing down on the fish which 
had spurned rny efforts, I snipped the fly i 
off the leader and dropped it on to the 
w ater in front of a rising trout. The fish 
came for it as though it was the last meal 
of its life; took it with a bold rise, and 
moved away with it. That it would spit it 
out seconds later, when it detected the! 
forgery, is of no account. W hen the fly 
was tethered to a leader, line and ulti­
mately to me it would not take it; but I 
when it was untethered, the fish was 
more than ready to accept it as food.

I continued the exercise by dropping 
other flies over some of the other fish.

Without, exception* all m y differing pat­
terns of fly were accepted in this fashion, 
leaving the one-and-onTy concfusTon that 

j t  was undetected drag (undetected by 
m e,"that is f which caused the fish to 
refuse my flies when I had cast to them. 
The fish were not unduly bothered about’ 
the pattern of fly I had offered them , but 
they were highly suspicious of the way it 
behaved when floating on the water and 
attached to my leader.

It was this experience which led me to 
the belief that presentation of the fly was 
of more importance than the selection of 
the pattern, and it was to change my 
thinking in my tactical approach to dry-fly 
fishing. There was one season, in fact, 
when I fished the entire year with only 
one pattern of fly. It was a John Storey 
a popular North-country pattern which 
was principally constructed for the river 
Rye in North Yorkshire. Nowadays, I 
would not like to be limited thus, but I do 
feel that we could make do with fewer 
patterns than many of us seem to carry.

, ☆  ' ☆

Common teaching for dry-fly fishing in 
the traditional style calls for the fly to 
alight quite a few  feet upstream of where 
the fish is rising and for it then to float 
over the fish in the hope that it will be 
taken. There are times when this tech­
nique works and, indeed, proves very 
successful. There are other times how­
ever, as I have demonstrated, when this 
undetected drag takes over and aTTour 
6esT“ offerih“gs are refused. The one 
technique which just might work in these 
circumstances I have come to refer to as 
'bom bing'.

Basically, this involves casting with  
accuracy and of placing the fly into the 
rings of the rising fish as they recede. The 
idea is to give the fish an im m ediate 
confrontation just as it has turned aw ay  
with a natural ffy.~When done accurately, 
and with dexterity, it can achieve two  
things. First, if the fish is to take the fly 
before it passes behind, it will have little 
tim e for close scrutiny of the fly to see if it 
looks like the real thing or not. Second, 
there will be insufficient tim e for any drag 
to be initiated. The fish, in fact, has to take 
the fly on little more than an im m ediate  
reflex action or else leave it well alone. 
Sometimes the technique proves irresist­
ible when more than one fish are lying 
together; but it does have its negative 
aspects. Badly executed it can cause the 
fish to flee in alarm, and once disturbed in 
this fashion it may be a long tim e before 
the same fish will give the angler another 
opportunity.

There are, therefore, few  half-measures 
with the idea. Either the fish takes with  
gay abandon or there is a flash of silver 
and it has gone. W hatever else it does, 
the method calls for expertise and it may 
just give you a few  fish to take home on a 
day which seems otherwise hopeless. 
Learn to cast with all the skill and dexter­
ity you can muster and you will be better 
placed to catch fish on our rivers and 
streams than you ever w ill be by a study 
of entomological nomenclature. Show a 
man a hand grenade and he may be 
reluctant to pick it up. Throw it to him 
accurately and without his knowing  
what it is and ten to one he will catch it. 
W e have the instinct to take things pre­
sented to us suddenly, and trout survive 
by being quicker than their bretheren!

Spindleberry
Great expectations: A commentary by EWAN CLARKSON

I KNELT on the shingle, the butt of the rod warm and vibrant 
in my right hand, the line, cold and wet, gliding through the 
fingers of my left hand. Somewhere in the inky darkness of 
the pool the tiny tinsel lure was, I hoped, dancing and 
darting through the water, emitting faint flashes of light. 
Somewhere close by, I also hoped, a sea-trout lay, ready and 
eager to strike at anything that crossed its vision.

A lifetime of experience has done nothing to assure me 
that a sea-trout will take my lure. Always the sudden jarring 
thump of a strike takes me by surprise. Always, it seems, a 
miracle has happened, a once-in-a-lifetime accident has 
occurred, never to be repeated again. Yet I fish on, and just 
often enough for it to be no accident, my disbelief is proved 
without foundation. Still it remains unshaken.

"There was a rabbit in your cabbages just now ," said a 
voice beside me.

"Lucky rabbit," I said bitterly. "I'm  surprised the wood- 
pigeons and sparrows have left anything worth having."

I was fresh out of enthusiasm for bird-life at the time. 
Earlier in the year I had planted 24 cabbages, each with a 
little square of roofing felt round the base of the stem to 
protect them from the cabbage root fly. I had watched them  
grow into great green succulent globes, and then the birds 
had found them. Now not one was undamaged.

"There were 27 sea-trout in this pool earlier today;" went 
on Spindleberry.

I made another cast, badly. Somehow the information 
irritated me.

"You humans are odd," said Spindleberry. "H ere you are 
spending hours beside this pool, not even knowing if you 
are going to get a fish. In fact you'd be surprised and 
delighted if you get one of the 27. Yet when you plant 24 ¡.I-;; 
cabbages you expect to have 24 to eat. Just one cabbage M 
would give you a thousand-fold yield on your seed, and the 
time you spent planting them was far shorter than the time 
you've spent by this pool. I'm sure you'd be far happier if 
you did not have such great expectationsf^J

A sea-trout struck, and I missed it, and Spindleberry j 
moved prudently into the shelter of the bracken. A dog-fox | 
stole past on the opposite bank, and stopped, in the manner r 
of foxes, to look back at me.

"Suppose that old fox caught every rabbit he went for," | 
said Spindleberry. "Soon he'd be too fat to catch another." 1

Suddenly he ran off up the bank. "Try Clarkson's cabbage 
patch," he shouted after the fox. "He's giving green stamps J*:; 
with every rabbit you catch." ) i

I went after him then, but, of course, I was too late. ]
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An y  Eastern fly-fisherman mak­
ing his first trip West is apt to 
think that Rocky Mountain fly tyers 
are really a bit over the hill. After 
dealing with double-domed trout 
on rivers like the Beaverkill and 
Ausable, a display of the local pat­
terns in Livingston or West Yel­
lowstone might shake the visitor 
down to his felt soles. Some of the 
flies in fashion are the size of a 
hummingbird and have no more 
character than a hank of hair 

wrapped on a hook. However, practical members of the 
sombrero set learned long ago that big trout won’t usu­
ally rise to a bit of fluff, and to coax one to the surface 
requires a monumental reward. True, the micros de­
veloped for more gentle rivers have their place here 
also, but in the West extremes pay off.

Several years ago, we floated a pair of double-enders 
down the New Fork to a long stretch where the river 
runs deep and foamy under a cut willow bank. Bill 
Isaacs and Larry Madison stopped at the first gravel bar 
and I rowed another half mile to the next pullout with 
Elmer George. It was early in the morning but there was 
already a nice hatch of small blue-colored mayflies on 
the river. They looked fairly close to a No. 14 Dark 
Hendrickson, so we went to work on the nearest risers

that were popping away in midstream. We fished for 
about three hours, then took a coffee break.

Elmer said he’d released about twenty trout but his 
biggest fish wasn’t much over 10 inches and most of 
them were 8- or 9-inch rainbows. I had the same results. 
This isn’t bad fishing, but the New Fork holds much 
heftier trout. I had tried a Quill Gordon, a Blue Upright, 
and a Blue Quill hoping to find a better match with the 
natural and Elmer went through the same routine.

There was a time when I’d accept the fact that the big 
ones just weren’t feeding, but western trout have their 
quirks. I tied on a No. 6 Goof us Bug, which looked 
about ten times larger than the ephemeral insect dancing 
in the air, and waded back into the stream. After cover­
ing a short distance along the willow sweepers, the sur­
face exploded and I was fast to our first good fish of the 
day—a brownie of better than 2 pounds. By noon we 
had released a dozen trout in the 16- to 18-inch class.

When Larry and Bill came downriver to join us for 
lunch, they reported a similar experience. Mr. Madison 
is not only an exceptional fly tyer but a keen observer 
of western waters. We all agreed that while “matching 
the hatch” is a basic tenet of fly fishing, and without 
question a sound piece of advice, it is often true that it 
takes a veritable puffball—wholly unlike anything 
flitting in the air—to catch trophy trout in sagebrush 
country. The reason is probably no more profound than 
the fact that big fish nornially hold closer to the bottom

FISHING
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Anglers on the big, brawling waters of the West cast outsize flies when they’re out for trophy trout



than small trout, and in heavier 
water, where only a substantial food 
item would make swimming to the 
surface worth the effort. During the 
early July salmonfly hatch, large fish 
do stay near the top to nail those fat 
stoneflies as they zoom over the 
water depositing their eggs. Almost 
instantaneous strikes are common 
then; the fly seldom floats more than 
a few feet if it’s going to be taken at 
all. But the exception doesn’t prove 
the rule.

I kept a careful set of notes that 
season on the hatches that occurred, 
my results with respect to what was 
emerging at the time, and I collected 
hundreds of aquatic insects for later 
identification. It still makes interest­
ing reading but I have to admit the 
great majority of large trout (which
1 count from 18 inches or better than
2 pounds) fell to the dry Muddler, 
Goof us Bug, Irresistible, Grayback, 
and Joe’s Hopper. None of these flies 
resembled the significant emerg­
ences that may have been in prog­
ress. I missed the salmonfly hatch by 
a week.

My fishing that summer was con­
fined to the New Fork and Green 
in Wyoming, and the Madison, Big 
Hole, Missouri, and Beaverhead in 
Montana with a couple of visits to 
Georgetown Lake. I fished eighty- 
nine days in all,'-for a total of 1,233 
releases with the largest trout a 
brown of 7 pounds, 5 ounces. There 
were several blank days to be sure 
but we also experienced sixty- and 
seventy-fish days on some of the 
floats. I know that if I had included 
streams of a different character like 
Montana’s Spring Creek or the 
Spring Creek feeding the Snake in 
Wyoming, it would have been a dif­
ferent picture entirely with No. 16 
and 18 Light Cahill, Adams, Mos­
quito, and other miniskirted patterns 
taking the honors.

Unquestionably, getting a good 
high float in fast water is of prime 
importance in raising big trout. This 
also applies to low silhouette pat­
terns such as Bird’s Stonefly, Mud­
dler, Joe’s Hopper, and Sofa Pillow. 
It’s when the fly is skimming along 
top in a lifelike fashion that trophy 
fish respond. If it hangs half sus­
pended in the surface film, file ratio 
of strikes goes down rapidly. This 
requires prime materials in the fly 
and a reliable flotant as well as, a 
long leader and short, accurate casts. 
Even a scraggly deer hair fly should 
be tied with the finest gamecock 
hackles. Light-wire hooks are also 
an advantage on patterns with hac- 
kles rangir^ up to l - l j  jnTfie^hi

that
wings are not important on large 
dry flies but they’re a great help for 
visibility to the caster working in 
rough currents or poor light. Al­
though deer hair is little used in the 
East it is virtually a must in the 
West.

Deer hair flies had their genesis 
in Oregon. Undoubtedly frustrated 
by frying to float a dry pattern on

the tumbling waters of the McKen­
zie, Rogue, or Willamette some un­
known tyer resorted to hollow-celled 
mule deer hair. When used in a wing 
the hair caused the fly to pop up to 

. the surface after being sucked un­
der. The first of these patterns was 
the Bucktail Caddis, a palmer-tied 
fly with its wings sloped back along 
the • body. The Light Buck Caddis 
and the Dark Buck Caddis have 
been around since Hector was a pup.

Then someone discovered that the 
wings could be tied down both fore 
and aft and this evolved into a whole 
series of dry flies epitomized by the 
Horner Deer Hair and later the 
Goof us Bug on which the body and 
tail are formed by pulling deer hair 
back over the hook shank and se­
curing it at the bend. The same idea 
was applied to nymphs such as the 
Henry’s Lake pattern and the Shell­
back, but, of course, these have to 
be weighted.

I have caught trout on large dry 
flies when there wasn’t a sign of an 
aerial hatch and in examining their 
stomach contents found the fish lit­
erally stuffed with bottom organisms 
such as snails, nymphs, and sculpins. 
Apparently they just couldn’t resist 
a big floater.

One day on many-fingered George­
town Lake in western Montana 
the red-sided rainbows gave us a 
fit on oqr deeply sunken shrimp 
imitations. The trout were in the 
shallow portions of the broad weed 
beds and for several hours the fish­
ing was hot. Then it stopped. There 
were no surface rises until I saw a 
dragonfly dart over the water and 
perch on some emerged vegetation. 
A trout swirled nearby evidently 
frustrated by its disappearance. I 
tied on a fluffy No. 6 Muddler and 
dropped it next to the weed patch 
and had an immediate strike. The 
fish took out my entire fly line and 
was into the backing before he rolled 
on the surface ançl displayed about 
24 inches of crimson stripe—and was 
off. Disappointing perhaps, but the 
one opportunity to take a trophy 
trout came with the outsize dry fly.

Deer Hair patterns are not the 
only type of fly that will bring big 
trout to the top. Variants such as 
the Light and Dark patterns origi­
nated by Roy Donnelly (which are 
tied with mixed color hackles two 

larger than regular For any 
given ho bk^uuiber )v?ork extremely 
well at tiines. Because of its air re­
sistance due to the large diameter 
of the extended hackles it is almost 
impossible to bring a variant down 
heavily on the surface of the water.
It is a great boon to the mediocre 
caster and ideal for difficult trout. 
The fly does not imitate any partic­
ular insect, although it may suggest 
one, but it does have some of the 
ethereal qualities of many aquatics 
because it is delicate and rides high 
on the water.

The key in its design is the light­
ness of the hook. A. light 

Tfemits the use~bf mmîffiurnTi ackfêf*

and when that hackle is long the 
hook will stand away from the sur­
face, provided it is supported by an 

Furthermore, it 
fmlk tne water and hapless
tendency to drag on complex .cur­
rents; it literally bounces over them. 
This ability to move almost inde­
pendently is no small part of its at­
traction.

The variant is most effective on 
sw#t water that is glassy or reason­
ably flat. In very turbulent runs the 
hulkieh 1*rllpped-harr^bod,red‘ 'flies 

their larger im- 
^ essierr  against .the surface is^.yn- 
duubtedly tno^^useFuPin Tempting 
t» u t to the*top. Howeverf^nmany 
rivers tfie problem fish are in the 
moderately swift places where arti­
ficials are easily distinguished from 
the real thing. There is a great deal 
of this type of water on the Firehole 
for example, and also on Henry’s 
Fork of the Snake. The stiff, long, 
sparsely dressed is a brilliant sug­
gestion of insect life under these 
conditions.

It is usually difficult for the ama­
teur fly tier to find quality spade and 
saddle hackles which are necessary 
in dressing a variant; a rooster 
doesn’t grow, more thafr a halF- 
cfbzen of "the former; Md commer- ! 
cM  sk im efr aTelTOlined to trim off 
the saddle hackles. For this reason, 
many of the popular patterns consist 
of two different mixed spades, such 
as ginger and grizzly or mahogany 
and grizzly. To get maximum flota­
tion do not make a body on the fly, 
but wind the hackles around two- 
thirds of the shank length of the 
hook.

Some years ago, and just before 
his passing, I fished with a fine gen­
tleman and author, Claude Kreider. 
Among other things he was a skilled 
rod builder and with his home-glued 
sticks Claude laid out a beautiful dry 
fly.

It was my first visit to the Fire- 
hole in Yellowstone Park and the 
river was alive with feeding trout 
that day. There was a Black Mayfly 
hatch in progress and the fish were 
greatly in evidence. A dozen widen­
ing rings ill front of us caused me 
to joint my rod with trembling fin­
gers. Under the sod bank right at our 
feet a handsome brownie rolled up 
to suck in a dun. We had found the 
Erehgl^ at its best and there was 
nobody slse on the river for at least 
a mile. I pawed hurriedly through 
my fly box and found a No. 12 Black 
Quill with just the right shade of 
hackle to match the natural.

Then I noticed Claude tying on a 
b ^ y ^ H g ^ ^ o r e d ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ I  knew 
lie usually naive
observation about what was in the 
air and being accepted fell on deaf 
ears. Claude gave the variant a good 
oiling, then tossed it out with wiggly 
S-casts and proceeded to catch trout.
I did too. The difference was that he 
took a 4-pound rainbow and a 
brown of about 2% pounds while I 
raised Merry Ned with yearlings. It
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wasn’t long before I was borrowing 
his variants.

There was no magic in his per­
formance. Claude had fished the 
Firehole^ many times, and after 

v slaughtering the innocents oven a 
period of time he began to experi­
ment. He started by fishing a given 
hatch with flies that seemed to 
match the naturals, keeping note of 
his success. Then he tried various 
outsize floaters on the same water. 
Even during a hatch of small ephem- 
erids, trout—especially big trout-^J| 
came for the large fly. Convinced 
by*repeated experiments, he began 
to fish them exclusively. The big fly 
has proved particularly valuable on 
swift Western rivers because it floats 
high even on deep swirls and riffled 
stretches of water. On such broken 
water, with the trout’s vision more 
or less obscured, any exact imitation 
of a natural hatch is of secondary 
importance. The trick is to keep a 
“lively’̂  fly dancing on its hackle 
points.

The big-fly story is, of course, 
contrary to accepted dry fly princi­
ples. It might also be added

^  is^fished is often diametrSaj^^ 
" l^ ^ sea  to M^SSrd^^teiTqp^^On 

rivers that run at a full'g^irbp TlcSSt 
the big dry across and downstream 
about 90 percent of the time. There 

•<Bhwt ac'verai reasons for this: it’s too 
much work banging away up the 
current in a really large river only 
to get brief floats; the fly will be­
have more lifelike on a rough sur­
face when you can keep slack out of 
a line and adjust its movement with 
your rod tip; and lastly, contrary to 
what one would expect and what 
one actually observes, a big stonefly 
can swim like hell against a swift 
flow. Nature designed the stonefly 
for highly oxygenated tumbling rif­
fles and its skill as a sprinter is 
classic. In most cases I imagine the 
trout mistakes the big artificial for 
a stonefly but whether this is so or 
not is less important than the preva­
lent belief that a floater looks more 
lifelike when riding completely free. 
This is a very fine point but it makes 
a critical difference on boulder 
studded Western streams.

Learning to cast a slack line is 
very easy. Correctly executed, the 
slack line cast is aimed directly 
down to the position of the fish, but 
it should float about half that dis­
tance. In other words, if the trout is 
holding 40 feet away, you should 
drop the fly about 20 feet down­
stream and cover the difference by 
shaking more line out.

There are several ways of making 
slack line deliveries. It’s easiest for_ 
most people to false cast in the usual 
manner and, on the final stroke for­
ward, stop the rod at a 45-degree 
angle, and when the line begins to 
pull shoot, simply wiggle the tip 
from side to side. This lateral mo­
tion will create little curves in the 
outgoing line. Play with this for a 
few minutes, and you’ll find that you 
can make narrow or wide elbows of

Some of the best fishermen in 
the world fish in South Carolina. 
Pelicans, royal terns. But they 
can’t catch them all. How could 
they? With our 281 miles of 
coastline, 400,000 acres of prime 
fishing lakes and 250 miles of 
trout streams in the mountains. 
No wonder thousands of people 
flock here each year to fish.

South
Carolina

Please send me more information about 
fishing. For free. State and Federal parks. 
Campsites. Boating. And while you're at if.v 
tell me all about the special events during 
your Tricentennial celebration in 1970 and 
why it’s a great year to v is its^

South Carolina Division of Tourism. Dept. 
430 , P. O. Box 71 * Columbia, S. C. 29202.

NAME-

ADDRESS. 

CITY_____

STATE- _ZIP_

SERRO SCOTTY
T R A V EL  T R A ILE R S

T R A V E L  R IG H T ! T R A V E L  L IG H T !

Prices From

$845
More fun for 
less money.
Write for 
Free Catalog!

_ _____*Standard Model, F.O.B. factory

S E R R O  TRAVEL TRAILER CO. n . Arona Road, Irwin, Pa. 15642 
Derf t - Scotty Drive, Bristow, Okla. 74010 

u Route # 2 ,  Ashburn, Ga. 31714

REED-FLEX ROD BLANKS
Guides, ferrules, reel seats, eorks. 

F L Y -T Y IN G  materials, tools, feathers, hooks 10/0-28. 
Mylar tubing.

L U R E  PA R TS , swiss swing blades, spoons, beads, 
bodies, jig  heads.

FREE S E 9  CATALOG
(p lease use yo u r z ip  code)

Reed Tackle Box 390, Caldwell, N .J . 07006

15 in 1 FISHERMAN’S TOOL
■finest drop-forged stainless steel, superior 
¡quality. Comes in handsome snap-down leather 
sheath. Can be used in many ways; a line and 
leader cutter, a jacknife, cleans fish, removes 
hooks, hones hooks, opens bottles and 
beverage cans. A  must for every sportsman. 
Delivery within 6-8 weeks. Ky. residents 
add 5%  sales tax. Only $ 9 .9 5
NELSON ENTERPRISES  
P 0  BOX 371, Monticello, Ky. 42633
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You’ve never had a reel like this ■ ■ ■ takes
the guesswork out and puts accuracy in casting, still fishing and

trolling..,. with the amazing patented
MEMORY-LOIC

C o m p Q C

ffi FINDER
Licensed under U.S. and 
CANADIAN patents.

compoc
If your favorite 

fishing tackle dealer 
can't supply you 

write COMMERCE-PACIFIC 
11151 Palmer 

South Gate, Calif. 90280

y i s l n i n g  T a .o ls . le  F o r  
F i s l i i x i g  C o n f i d e n c e

COMMERCE-PACIFIC • 11151 Palmer • South Gate, Calif. 90280

5 /û £ -W // /ü £ fi
SPIN IT ! CAST IT ! TROLL^ 
The Top Killer Lure F o r in t  ~ 
Fresh or Salt Water

PAUTZKE’S

B
BALLS O'FIRE

Red Deluxe (Green Cap) $ 1 .5 0  per jar 
Red Regular (Red Cap) $ 1 .2 5  per ja r  

Plus 250  per jar postage 
2  jars m inim um  order 4  

No COD's— W rite for free brochure 
COHOE SUPPLY INC.

Box 429, Ellensburg, Wn. 98926

slack with no effort. For most pur­
poses, seven or eight small curves 
should be enough.

When you drift the fly down on a 
fish, don’t get the slack concentrated 
in one big belly. It will get caught^ 
broadside in the current and cause 
drag. As a tactical advantage, the 
initial presentation should be made 
in a perfectly natural float. After the 
cast is fished out, you can begin ani­
mating the fly against a dragging 
line. So the rod wiggling must be 
timed to distribute the curves 
through the length of the cast.

There is only a shade of difference 
between a natural and unnatural 
movement imparted to the fly in its 
drift downstream. On individual 
rising fish an effort should be made 
to get a drag-free drift on the first 
cast. The fly will reach a point in its 
float when the trout either accepts 
or rejects it, and presuming the lat­
ter case, you must now draw the 
floater back for a new . cast. When 
working directly down on a fish, 
this invariably requires pulling it 
over the fish—a motion which is 
either going to excite a strike or put 
the trout down. You will rarely get 
a second chance as you might in 
upstream casting when the fly dances 
away on tippytoes. This is the mo­
ment when a fine-line point, long 
leader (preferably 12 feet) ,. and cor­
rectly hackled fly make a critical 
difference. On slick water in partic­
ular, coarse terminal gear is going to 
create a wake and spoil the whole 
illusion.

Raise the rod slowly and begin 
twitching gently, bringing the fly 
upstream in short, pulsing strokes. 
If the fly is standing up on its 
hackles and the fish doesn’t respond 
after it has moved a few feet, lower 
your rod and let the fly drift near it 1 
again. A keen fish sense helps at 
moments like this, but gradually you 
will learn to gauge the fly’s action 
according to the response of the 
trout. Occasionally you might try 
skimming the fly away at a steady 
speed. As last-cast reeling has re­
peatedly proven, a positive and con­
tinuous flight often triggers blasting 
strikes. Although mayfly lore more 
or less conditions our thinking in 
terms of delicate ephemeral flutters, 
the fact is that many other insects, 
such as grasshoppers, dragonflies, 
and moths, disturb the surface 
greatly.

At dusk on July 21st in the year 
1916, Dr. W. J. Cook of Fort William, 
Ontario, hooked a fish, below Rabbit 
Rapids on the Nipigon River, which 
after a few heavy surges ran into 
quiet water and pounded nose down 
at the bottom. The play didn’t last 
long, and despite the fish’s size as 
his guide heaved it in the boat, the 
doctor counted it as just another lake 
trout which they would save for 
breakfast. In the light of the lantern 
back at his tent the guide let out a 
whoop that brought the accident­
conscious Cook on the run. It was a 
14%-pound brook trout which was
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about to go under the knife. This 
rather casually taken trophy has 
stood as the world’s record for fifty- 
five years. Of all historical catches 
it seems to be one of the most diffi­
cult to top as very few square tails 
caught since have even come close 
to the Nipigon mark.

Today, except in the remote river 
systems of Argentina and Labrador, 
brook trout of over 5 pounds are 
comparatively rare and while we 
don’t think of them especially as sur­
face feeders fully 30 percent of the 
fly-caught F ield & S tream entries 
during the last decade fell to large 
dry patterns. Streamer flies are more 
or less traditional fodder for square- 
tails, yet some of the best brook 
trout fishing I’ve enjoyed in Mani­
toba, Quebec, Ontario, and Maine 
has been during the early summer 
mayfly hatches with fat 4- and 5- 
pounders going for a huge floating 
Muddler twitched slowly over the 
surface.

I am a firm believer in matching 
the hatch. I’ve failed to take rising 
fish too many times to think other­
wise. However, those nondescript 
puffballs that clutter the display 
cases of Western tackle shops repre­
sent a lot of common sense fishing. 
In the last American stronghold of 
trophy trout it pays to think big.

P O W E R  mors
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THE RIVER TEST at 
Greatbridge— a strong­
hold o f the 'upstream  
only' school o f dry-fly  
fishing.

RAYMOND ROCHER 
lo o k s a t m eth o d s  
which m ake  H altord  
seem  Io ld  h a tr

THE TITLE of this article is borrow ed  
from  a book by the A m erican heretic  
Leonard M. W righ t, Jr. In Fishing the 
dry fly as a living insect W rig h t bril­
liantly debunks the hallow ed trad i­
tions of English and Am erican dry-fly  
fishing. But it is in his other book Fly­
fishing heresies, 1975, that he makes  
a statem ent that is the clue to his 
w hole  approach to fly-fishing.

He w rote: " It stands to  reason that 
the angler w ill be m ore successful if 
his im itation duplicates not only the  
appearance of a natural insect, but 
its behaviour pattern as w e ll."

The fly-fishing fo llow ers o f F. M . 
H alford still m ore or less believe in 
these basic principles: d ry -fly fish in g  
should be practised only during a 
hatch or a fall of fly; the artificials  
should be im itations of the fly  on the  
w ater; they should be cast upstream 
to individual fish; they should not 
drag and they  should drift without 
any motion.

A lthough Halford w as not as 
narrow -m inded  as som e people

April, 1977

w ould  have us believe and clearly  
did advise casting dow nstream  in 
certain cases, this established  
dogm a of casting only upstream  has 
been firm ly  adhered to until now  by 
m any anglers all over the w orld , 
including, o f course, chalk-stream  
anglers.

Halford 's technique was borne on 
the gin-clear placid w aters of H am p ­
shire at a tim e  w hen  there w as prob­
ably m ore fly -life  than there is today, 
w hen rod pressure w as lighter, and

the trou t much m ore free-rising. It 
w as a justified reaction against the  
abuses of dow nstream  w et-fly  fish ­
ing w ith  heavy tackle, and perfectly  
adapted to that type of river.

The upstream  dry-fly  fashion  
caught on im m ediate ly , not only  
because it w as m ore fun than the old 
w et-fly  style, but because it extended  
the fishing season considerably and  
was, on the w ho le , far m ore rew ard ­
ing on the chalk-stream s. But chalk- 
stream s have changed, and w h ile  the
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technique is still to  a large extent 
justified  on th em , it is no longer the  
best m ethod of practising and en joy­
ing dry-fly  fishing on other types of 
stream s, let a lone m ost of our 
heavily-fished public waters.

I am  to ta lly  convinced that som e of 
the “ heresies” Len W righ t describes 
in his books w ou ld  w ork w ell on 
som e chaJJ^tream  and oe quife  
spS'Rmg? but li l i t h e  o ther types of 
river that I have in m ind. I a lw ays feel 
guilty  w hen  I cast a dry fly across a 
chalk-stream , let a lone w hen m y fly  
upstream  happens to drag d o w n ­
stream  inadvertently , because I 
know  that this is not a llow ed , or 
that it is not frow ned  on. W hy?  
Possibly because such practices are 
not in the book, or perhaps they are 
too deadly and are banned in order 
to preserve trou t stocks.

But I have used Len's heretical 
m ethods w ith  great en jo ym en t and  
rew arding results on all o ther types  
of rivers, both at hom e in Fxanc&and 
a broad. They ^re w id e ly  kn ow n in 
G erm any and A ustria.

Len is a great angler, not only  
because he catches trou t and enjoys  
his fishing, but because his success 
is due to an exceptionally  w ide  
experience of dry-fly  fishing. Indeed, 
I w o n d er if any angler has explored  
m ore rivers than he has, and if there  
is any decent trou t river on both 
sides of the A tlantic  that he has not 
fished w ith  a fly!

He has fished in France, fo r exam ­
ple, and particularly the ^ ^ -g jq a r  
rocky or g ravel-bo ttom ed  m ounta in  
riveT ^ o f t f ie  C qyerxge^n  the south­
east. He says the m arket fish erm en 
o fJ ^ e  Ceyennes are b y  far the best 
flv -fishers he has ever observed. I 
know  th e y a re g o o d , because I have 
fished w ith  them  extensively. W hile  
som e of them  use a team  of w et flies 
cast dow nstream  in the classic 
m a n n e r»  especially on the high 
plateaus, m any of them  fish a dry fly 
dow nstream  o n a  short leveVline a nd 
a ''longTsh'ToiJ'' that a llow s tfíe rrf to  

C o n tro l Tine and fly much better. 
They fish both th e w a ter and the rise. 
There *a7e “ so rr^ ^ b e a u tifu I varied  
hatches of fly on all good m ountain  

g iv e rs , especially on the lim estone  
type. And m any parts of these  
stream s are sm ooth-flow ing  and  
require good im itations w hen fished  
in t h e traditional w ay, iust like their 
chalk-stream  sisters.

W ell, these professionals w ill cast 
a sh o rt line e ither dead dow nstream  
q l  dowjou a nd acrossf e ither to an 
individual rising or non-rising fish , or 
irT a likely soot w here they have 
already caught tro u tg T h e y  do^got 
w aste much tim e  in quiet pools or 
slaclc' w a te r  even íf tnév"seé good

M i
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THE LOWER Bourne: Orthodox dry-fly and nym ph fishing work well on this 
typical French alpine river.

trou t th e re» They p refer to,iisJxXhe  
currents or the edges.

They are ag ile, cover Io na 
distances, and do T T ^ try  toTifde Iike 
In d ian s 'from  th ë T r^ u a rry . They w ill 
be seen to crouch som etim es and to  
cast from  the m ost dangerous posi­
tions at the top  o f huge boulders. 
T h ejir drv flv  is big —: hook 10-12 and  
—  rough-looking: g reen body,
badge? t haçjde [often clipped);., no 
tail; no greasing; no o iling.

Their secret lies not only in their 
know ledge of the likely lies, but in 
the w ay  They skittexthe fly  upstream  
on the surface w h ile  a llow ing  verw  

A ittleTm e !o  float. The draggTRg of th e ]  
I fly  doesT n g r a a r m T r ô ^  b u f  th e /  
I d raggThg ot th e line does. T h e y  do 

rrot use T!ne*gut and it is s im ply the  
liv in g  b en av io u i^ o f th e ir dry fly  on 
the surface that accounts fo r their 
regular success on these often  
h eavily-flogged  waters.

S om etim es they w ill d row n th eir 
flv just under the surface and recover 
it g ently about h a lf¥ n inch under it in 

Nithe sarne upstream  rhanner. By cast- 
|n g  repeatedly over a likely s p o t/th e y ' 
¡Will often rise deep-ly ing trout that

w o uld sim ply have laughed at a dry  
H flyc isF T ip s tream  and drifted dow n  

over them . This technique is w h at 
¿they call m ouche sèche glissée. And  
I  it catches fa r m o fe  tfacrtThan w et fly  
I or upstream  dry fly, believe me.

A nother region of France w here  
dow nstream  dry fly is the rule is the  
East, w here the la rqg  lim e s to n e  
rivers —  the Doubs, th e Loue, the  
Ain, and the Ognon —  hold a m ixed  
population of trou t and grayling. The  
dow nstream  technique is particu- 

H a rly  popular on the low er Ain w here  
the local anglers fish fo r grayling  
after the close of the trou t season. 
This is public w ater and the insect 
population is fantastic. It is neces­
sary to use very fine tackle, very  
good im itations, and to Jiresent th e 
f ly first l o  the fre e-rising g ray ling on 
a |Qpg li

A lthough som e crafty anglers  
know  all the advantages that they  
can derive from  dragging the ir dry  
flies upstream , as do the peasants of 
the Cevennes, even in very sm ooth ­
flow ing  w ater —  which is w h ere  the  
big grayling w ill rise — m ost of these  

Continued on page 77
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Continued from  page 74

fishe«m en do not im part any m o ve ­
m en t to  th e ir flies. In rTO^t"ptaCes, 

j th i^ is  the  only w ay  to  deceive a fish. 
Here the m ain advantage lies in 
concealing the gut from  the grayling.

From a purely ethical point of 
view , it is no less-sporting a m ethod  
as the upstream  style because it is 
extrem ely  d ifficult to  cast a long line 
dow nstream  and to present the fly  
first to a w ary  fish. O ften, it is a sheer 
im possib ility  to ad opt a d iffe rent 
styTJQa a grayling riv e r w h ere  m any  
fish „ w ill rise at the taiT o T T ^pool 
w h e re th e  c u r r e n t ls T a  s f  arufsTr o n g 
and dow nstream  drag inevitable.

There is nothing m ore natural than  
our heretical technique because it is 
based on factual observation. It is 
natural that w e  should try  and  
im itate  not only the appearance of 
the insect —  w h ere  and w hen  neces­
sary —  but its m o vem en t as w ell. I 
am  convinced t h a t it  is m ovem en t —  
hpw$y<3r i l i g h t ^ . t h a t  d is tin gu iih es
a  natural from ...an artific ia l a nd
enables a trou t or a grayling to  take a 
living insect in preference to  an artifi­
cial w hich drifts dow nstream  w ithout 
any suggestion of life or in prefer­
ence to  any dead debris floating  
d ow nstream .

W e know  that the caddis jum ps or 
skitters on the surface after em erg ­
ence, as do ovipositing stone flies, 
especially the big creeper. W e all 
know  how  effective a dragged sedge  
can be at night. In fact, rqqs^ insects, 
w h eth er land-bred or w ater-b red . 
wilj_ sho w "so m e kind of m o vem en t 
on"7FTe surface. W hen they  drift 
dow nstream , they  w ilS s o m e tim e s  
m ove th e ir w ings or m ake several 
unsuccessful attem pts to  take off. 
M ostly  they  w ill try  instinctively to  
m ove upstream  as if to  escape 
destruction. And I th ink this is w h at 
justifies our fish ing  the dry fly  d o w n ­
stream  as a living insect. In doing so, 
w e are only im itating  nature.

Here is the technique that w e use 
on spate rivers and w hich roughly  
corresponds to Len's.

W h en  w e have fished a certa in 
stretch w itHTHe ortHodox^upstream  
dry^ffv jn i t h o  d , w e  "fish it again  
dow nstream . W e fis h T h e  rise or a ll 

l i k ely sjx)ts, especia lly  th ose w here  
ouHfTTes w ere  rejec ted jo n  th e  w ay  
up. W e  (STteppatch m ore fish on the  
wav^ do^Su>W e cast s lightly ctown 
and across, p referably w ith  an 
u pstream  cur v e c a s t ,'gWfe1 ouT^ryTty  
a l e w  inches "upstream  drag ' just 
before it reaches th e rising fish o r its 
likeTyHle^ and then a llo w  the "Tly to  
drift w ith o u t a n y ld ra g . H i l t  Tsljust 
w h e n - th e - t fe u tw ^ ^ ^  ing
happens, w e  let the fly drag fu rther  

Continued overleaf

/HISTORIC FLIES

THE SUMMER BLACK

W ritten an d  illu s tra ted  b y  DONALD OVERFIELD

I W O U LD  BE prepared to lay a 
sm all w ag er that fe w  have ever 
heard of this w et-fly  pattern; and  
how  m any could honestly adm it 
to know ing the Lavender Black, 
the Russett Fly, the Brandy Palm er 
or the Stirtling? These are but five  
patterns from  a total of 71 
contained in a sm all book of 16 
pages, entitled  Old Bullock's Arti­
ficial Trout Flies, published by J. 
H. W ood , of M acclesfield , in 1885.

Through the kindness of Ronald  
Coleby, the highly-respected  
specialist sporting book-dealer, I 
have been a llow ed to read this  
rare and intriguing book of old 
patterns. I m ust confess to never 
having heard of Bullock, but if w e  
are to believe the w rite r of the  
preface, A. E. Parkinson, then the  
old boy m ust have been som e  
sort of tear-aw ay, fo r he says: 

""Considering the notoriety  
gained by the late W illiam  
Bullock, of M acclesfield , better 
known as 'O ld Bullock', as a fly- 
fisher and particularly  as a fly- 
m a k e rg . . w e  decided to  publish  
this little vo lu m e . . C"

I w o n d er w h a t situation it w as  
that caused Bullock to be term ed  
notorious? Perhaps som e  
M acclesfie ld ian m ay know  about 
Old Bullock, in w hich case I w ou ld

ask them  to w rite  fo rthw ith  to  
Trout and Salmon, fo r I am  m ost 
intrigued ab o u t this obviously  
inventive fly -ty e r —  so m uch so 
that I have rejsolved to give som e  
of his patterns  a fa ir trial during  
this fishing s>eason. I suspect they  
m ay be capiital patterns, especi­
ally the S u m m e r Black, which is 
noted in th e  book as Bullock's 
favourite .

I have sh ow n  the fly  as it w ou ld  
have been tied  to gut, using the  
old pattern  hook. The hook size 
stated is n u m b e r 1 old num bers, 
or Redditch Scale 15.

The crim son tying silk is taken  
fo r three or four turns dow n the  
shank at w h ich  point w ing  slips of 
starling qu ill fea ther are tied in (1). 
The w as te  ends are trapped under 
the silk as you continue even  
w in d in g s  dow n the body (2). W ind  
the silk back up the body (3) and at 
the h a lf-w ay  m ark tie in a rook 
quill fe a th e r (4). Take the silk 
fo rw ard  to  the w ings, w inding  the  
rook feiather to fo rm  the fo rw ard  
half o f the body (5). T ie in a 
starling neck feather (6). N o w  pull 
the w in g s  back over the body and  
tie d o w n  (7). W ind  th e  starling  
neck le a th e r round the hook and  
over th e  w ing  roots and com plete  
as in figure 8.

■
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d ow n, w h ere  it is again  likely to  be 
taken.

In fas t-flo w in g .w ater, free-ris ing  
trou t th a fh a v e  o b s tin a te J [y ^ i4j?ed to  
take^ good m aitations "o*v the  
upstream  cast w ill take a lm ost first 
c a J O t  the j y  js  presented  d o w n ­
stream  and d ra g g e d  back over the  
fish. The trou t is then easier to  
approach than  in s lo w  w ate r and  
often hooks itself.

Though som e Urout are caught on 
a dow nstream  d ra g , it is essential, 
th a t the fly  shou ld  drag u p s tream : it 
is the fly  m o v in g  ^ a ^ o v ^ 'p ace  
t han the cu rren T fn a t m any trou T are  
J o o E n ^ o T ^ T lb n g  light rod helps^ 
considerab ly w ith  this style of fishing  
because w ith  it y o u  can keep much

m ore line o ff the w ater.
All artificials can be fished in this  

w ay: gnats, fancy flies, duns as w ell 
as sedges, and stone-ffies. O nly  
spent fly , or sm all duns on cold days 
or som e evenings w hen  they sit a 
long tim e  on the surface, should be 
fished in the orthodox upstream  
m anner —  drifting dow n m o tion ­
lessly —  s im ply because the flies  
they im itate  are inert. Do not 
generalise, use com m on sense —  an 
angler's  best ally.

In rivers w h ere  fly-hatches are 
scarce and, for various reasons, free- 
rising fish fe w  or far betw een, or at 
tim es w hen  no fish are m oving , one  
single pattern should be enough, but 
it should be a good floater and one  
representing a dish w ith  w hich the  
trou t of the river are fam iliar. And

w h at better pattern than an im itation  
^ of the u b iquitous caddis fly ? _
» A lready l e a n  hear protests from  

fe llow -ang lers  —  not on e th ical 
grounds —  but because m any w ill 
contend that such m ethods are 
sim ply not practicable on open  
stretches w h ere  they have to  fish 
from  the banks and are easily seen  
by the fish. T rue enough. This can be 
partly  rectified by crouching or cast­
ing a longer line, w hich, as I said, is 
not easy. O thers w ill object that m ost 
fish w ill be missed or lost on the  
strike as there is a tendency to  w ith ­
d raw  the hook from  the  m outh of the  
fish. True again. To rem edy this, you  
should not be too  quick on the strike. 

"Only practice wfll t each y o u .
Good luck w ith  the dow nstream  

dry fly! It pays and it is great fun!

' F e r r e i f i n g '  a r o u n d

IT  HAS A LW A Y S  EJEEN one of the  
trad itional courtesies of fly-fishing to  
give a truthfu l re p ly  to a fe llo w - 
angler w hen  he asks you w h at fly  
you are using. As a beginner I w as  
tau g ht to observe it, and have  
continued to do sc>. Therefo re it 
cam e as som eth ing  of a surprise  
w hen  one day last sea son a Stillw ater 
fishing colleague suggested  I had 
treated  a beginner friend o f his 
rather harshly by an sw erin g  his 
query w ith  the rem ark  that I w as  
'fe rre ting '. I quickly assured m y  
colleague that the s ta tem en t had no 
devious intent, and th a t  on a lm ost 
every occasion I fish a i'ake or reser­
vo ir, I spend a considerab le  part of 
the tim e  'ferre ting '. Let m e explain.

O ne of the  m ost irrita tin g  prob­
lem s facing the  averag e  Stillw ater 
fly -fisher is that o f decid ing  w h a t to  
fish w hen  there  is no v is ib le  surface  
activ ity  to  help him  to reach a conclu­
sion. He m ay arrive at Vhe m argin  
carrying a m agn ificen t variety  of 
lures, flies, nym phs an d  pupae, 
som e im itators, others attractors. All 
of these he knows how  to use, but 
too  often he has no p lausib le  m ethod  
of separating the 'p ro b ab les ' from  
the 'possibles'.

He has a lm ost certain ly g iven  the  
m atter som e consideration e ith e r by 
asking the v iew s o f his tack le -dea ler 
(w ho quite possibly has never set 
eyes on the fishery) or Peeking  
advice fro m  the  nearest an g k ir (w ho  
is a lm ost certa in ly  in the same) quan­
dary as h im self). On the other hand, 
he m ay have decided in advance to  
fish a particular lure because it did 
w ell on his last visit, or a specific fly  
because it has an established  
success record. The last th ing he is

likely to  do is apply his ow n thoughts  
to the problem  o f deceiving his 
quarry.

In this respect it w ou ld  be so m e­
w h at presum ptuous of him  to try to  
th ink like a trout, as is often  
suggested, since the question of 
w h eth er the creature can th ink at all 
is a highly controversial one. 
H ow ever, the idea itself is a step in 
the right d irection, fo r the angler is 
free  to contem plate  w h at the reac­
tions of the fish, as a predator, m ay  
be to situations created by him self.

He knows the trou t can be fa ta lly  
deceived by im itations of food. He 
also knows it can be induced to  
attack at its peril lures th a t bear no 
resem blance w h a tever to its food, 
and that the m otivation  behind such

b y  JOHN POOLE

attacks is generally  believed to be 
anger, curiosity or jealousy, or a 
com bination  of these forces. Greed  
and fear m ust also be taken into  
consideration, especially the latter. 
For w h a t other reason w ou ld  trou t 
fingerlings and salm on parr attack a 
lure as large as them selves?

The angler, having tho ug h t along  
these lines, is in a better position to  
decide w h a t to try  on his 'ferre ting ' 
leader. He m ay decide to accept the  
assum ption that only som e trou t are  
aggressive, curious or jealous  
enough to attack attractor lures, 
w hereas all trou t m ust eat, so all get 
hungry, in w hich case he w ill p rob­
ably lace three food  im itators to his 
leader and start 'fe rre ting ' from  near 
surface to bottom , A lternative ly , he

m ay 'ferre t' w ith  a com bination  of 
attractors and im itators to appeal to  
both hunger and anger, varying the  
depth, the retrieve and the lures 
them selves.

His first fish w ill a lm ost certain ly  
solve his problem  as soon as its 
stom ach contents are exam ined. 
There is, of course, alw ays the possi­
b ility that the first fish m ay be burst­
ing w ith  m idge pupae, yet ends its 
career by snatching his B addow  
Special. This has happened to m e  
m any tim es, andffjnow  know  that the  
w isest plan is to concentate on the  
m idge pupae, despite the d ifficulty  
one has in discarding a lure that has 
just proved successful.

There is no doubt in m y m ind that 
'fe rre ting ' in Stillw ater w ith  food  
im itators is m ore successful over a 
season than is the presentation of 
attractors. A t the sam e tim e  there are 
occasional periods w hen  the fish  
appear to refuse all food form s, 
either because they are satiated or 
fo r som e other reason, and it is 
during these periods the attractors  
produce the best results.

W h ile  it is true that all flies and  
lures used are subject to instant 
rep lacem ent at the w h im  of the  
angler, the im p o rtan t d ifference  
betw een the 'ferre ting ' leader w ith  
th ree  up and m ost o ther leaders w ith  
the sam e n um ber is that the fo rm pr  
is based on a th o rough ly  practical 
attem pt at selective m otivation  of the  
quarry, w h ile  the latter is dependent 
on a fo rm  of indiscrim inate appeal. 
This fo rm  appears to be practised by 
m ost S tillw ater fly-fishers, yet I 
suspect its success prospects m ust 
be roughly s im ilar to those of a lucky 
dip.
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FISHING Walking the Dry Fly

A. «1. M O CLAN6  
E D IT O R

T h ERE are certainly more ways of 
frightening a trout than of catching 
one, and the experienced angler, de­
spite all his stealth and art, hooks a 
very small percentage of the fish he 
covers in the course of a day. This is 
no small part of the fascination of 
dry-fly fishing. One of the first things 
we learn is that the artificial must lie 
on the surface as the natural flies do. 
Any sudden movement must be 
avoided at all costs. Drag, the con­
dition that causes a floating pattern 
to pull against the current in an un- 
lifelike manner, is the bugbear of the 
purist. However, like so many rules 
about angling, it is not applicable all 
of the time—although one is left with 
the belief that no alternative exists.

Actually, a dragging fly can be 
made to look lifelike, and there are 
times when the technique is eff ective. 
The “walking” dry fly won’t work in 
obvious mayfly situations on gentle 
currents when any indelicacy in 
presentation will put the fish down. 
But it is ideal on deep, bouldery 
rivers when no insects are in evi­
dence—a common dilemma, particu-1 
larly in the American West.

The lore of dry-fly fishing is full of 
adjurations to keep the artificial 
riding high with no hint of movement 
except that caused by the current. 
This is the recognized principle and 
worth remembering. But for all the 
good it did last summer, I might as 
well have been fishing in a bathtub.

The weather in the Rocky Moun­
tains was freakishly cold with melt­
ing snowdrifts in the peaks until late 
July. Many of the major trout streams 
never did reach a level the purist 
would consider fishable. The cele­
brated stonefly hatch on the Madison 
occurred at a time when the river 
was a raging torrent, and the more 
acrobatic anglers hooked fish by 
hanging on to a clump of willows and 
leaning over the wateS-but landing 
a tigerish brownie in those foaming 
rapids was something else again. 
There was only one mayfly hatch of 
any significance on the Green River, 
and the successive broods petered 
out before the stream even ap­

This 4-pound brown trout made a believer out of Bob Hardwicke the first time 
he tried walking a dry fly. He compares the technique to fishing a bass bug

proached its normal flow. The der- 
layed haying season, which resem-;| 
bled clipping hair from a bald man, 
didn’t expose enough grasshoppers to 
stir the fish into their usual frenzy.

Despite the constant high water, I 
had fine dry-fly fishing. I rarely 
caught less than thirty fish a day,|: 
with a smattering of 2- and 3-; 
pounders, and on several trips I 
released seventy or eighty fish, in­
cluding three in the 4-pound class. 
Some days on the New Fork were all 
a man could hope for; along a short 
stretch of bank I caught twenty-two 
trout ranging from 14 to 20 inches, 
and met my nemesis in a huge brown 
that lunged at a dry fly from under 
the willows and broke the leader.

Then there was the day Phil Clock 
struck three big trout, one after an­
other (Ted Trueblood and I could 
hear the fish hit the water a hundred 
yards upstream), and I stepped on 
my own rod tip while trying to re-S 
lease a husky brown that wrapped 
the leader around my ankles and 
dashed downstream. But we worked 
for everything we caught, and in the 
final analysis it was a season for the 
unorthodox.

T he New Fork River rises as a 
meadow stream in the foothills of 
Wyoming’s Bridger Wilderness 
northeast of Pinedale and flows 
south, gathering the currents of Duck 
Creek, Pine Creek, Pole Creek, and
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or four times, and drained for not 
more than ten minutes, removing any 
froth. After draining, the eggs are 
salted. You use five ounces of very 
fine-grained salt to each ten pounds 
of eggs, a 32-to-l ratio. Immediately 
afterward, the caviar is placed in a 
slip-lid tin or a jar, with no air left 
in the container. The caviar must be 
held under refrigeration at a temper­
ature of 27 to 30 degrees F. It will 
reach its peak flavor in one week, and 
should be served within six months, 
for after that it may lose its delicacy 
and eye appeal very rapidly.
¡SlThe best caviar is generally eaten 
plain,” Beyer continued, “on a thin 
piece of freshly made toast, without 
butter. The caviar itself should be fat 
enough not to require butter. Caviar 
that is more heavily salted than the 
best grade can stand a few drops of 
lemon juice, or may be sprinkled 
lightly with some finely chopped egg 
white, egg yolk, onions, or chives.

“The crowning achievement of an 
epicurean sportsman is to serve cavi­
ar with the breast meat of cold roast 
pheasant minced extremely fine. It 
must not be ground, but knife- 
chopped. Each guest heaps as much 
caviar as he wants on a piece of dry 
toast or very thin black bread, then 
sprinkles the minced pheasant meat 
over the caviar. The meat shouldn’t 
be piled on the caviar—use just the 
amount that will adhere to the sur­
face.”

In an age when caviar brings $3 an 
ounce, a man who buys in lots of 
three to fourteen tons is living on the 
edge of an abyss. Unlike any other 
food product, its critical storage tem­
perature may vary only 5% degrees 
(26.5 to 32 degrees F .). From the time 
Beyer departs with his shipment from 
Astrakhan, on the Volga, until he 
reaches New York—a distance of 
8,000 miles by boat, rail, and plane— 
he lives with thermometer in hand, 
checking caviar every four hours.

B eyer tapped the lid of an elabo­
rately decorated blue tin well 
known to gourmets throughout the 
world. “It has to be packed in slip-lid 
tins—-never sealed. The prime test 
besides the berries being whole is 
that each one is glistening in its own 
fat. The fattest part of the caviar rises 
to the surface of the can during 
transport, so a conscientious shipper 
has to make certain that his tins are 
turned frequently to keep the fat well 
distributed. I designed this tin my­
self, and one thing the Russians 
didn’t notice at first, aside from the 
fact that I’m a Marine general, is 
our label.”

He shoved the tin across his desk. 
Stamped in the scroll is the proud 
brand name: Fidelis.
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Demonstrating the- key to walking a fly, Ted Trueblood holds his rod high to keep as much line as possible out of the water

" f i g s  » g s s  -i

Wading out to the deeper part of the stream where the fish are likely to be feeding near the bottom, Jimmy Green easts

upstream, and lets the fly float dragless, then walks it back toward him—voila—a hooked troutcrosscurrent, quartering
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Boulder Greek before turning west­
erly across a mesa to join the Green 
River. The part that was made for fly 
fishing runs from the town of 
Boulder about twenty miles down­
stream to the cutoff bridge, where it 
burrows under willows and bubbles 
past cottonwoods.

There are two problems in high- 
water dry-fly fishing. The first is the 
effort expended by the angler in 
working upstream, wading against 
the current and flailing the water 
ahead with fast casts and quick float 
backs. The fly is seldom “fishing” for 
more than two seconds before the 
line is sucked under in the turbu­
lence, and it takes a powerful amount 
of casting to get even an hour 
of actual hook-in-the-water time. 
There is also the energy saved by 
the trout; being much less enthusi­
astic than the angler, the fish is not 
about to rise from his quiet hold on 
the bottom through six or eight feet 
of rushing water to chase a dry fly.

Y  et a trout can be made to hit a 
floater if it’s left to dance over his 
head in a lifelike manner. A positive 
action is the only thing that separates 
walking a dry fly from letting it drag. 
Although the textbook definition of 
drag—a condition that causes a float­
ing fly to pull against the current in 
an unlifelike manner—is reliable, it 
does not imply that you have to keep 
the fly working at the current’s speed 
all the time. The thought of moving 
a dry fly almost paralyzes the pious* 
hand—yet in high, bouldery water it 
is the motion of surface foods that 
compels the trout to feed.

Forgetting the lore of the mayfly 
for a moment, many meaty winged 
insects such as stoneflies (which are 
strong, active swimmers even against 
a current), dragonflies, and grass­
hoppers are more common to western 
rivers than the delicate ephemerids. 
It’s reasonable to believe that a 3- or 
4-pound brown trout is conditioned 
to aggressive feeding. With the few 
mayflies that appeared on the New 
Fork last summer, the fish would 
have starved to death. The trick is, 
of course, to convince a big trout that 
what he sees is real.

Downstream dry-fly fishing is not 
the answer. Ordinarily this is accom­
plished by casting a slack line and 
letting more line out to delay drag 
until the fly runs over the fish. But 
sooner or later the fly is left pulling 
against the current anyhow. Fur­
thermore, if you are using a forward - 
taper line or even a medium-weight 
double-taper, it’s difficult to make 
a retrieve that trout will respond to: 
the line is practically anchored in 
the flow once it has been extended.

The better method-—and its sub-

♦
tleties can quickly be learned in! 
practice—is to cast ouarteriisff up­
stream, the exact angle depending on 

"the spot to be covered. Wade as deep 
âs prudence dictates opposite the po-

dragless float ( to the lengtli it will

water as possible. Thën 
"where talent will tell-

and this is 
keep the fly 

“walking” over the current. Catching 
thé resilient hackles in moving water 
will cause the fly to skip, hop, jump, 
and generally look alive. You can re­
trieve slow or fast, and if the stream 
is fairly deep or swift, stop the re­
trieve and let the fly drift back to its 
original position and start again. To 
a fast-water trout the presence of 
something that isn’t being rushed 
away with the current is a definite 
stimulus. The strike is more often a 
ferocious lunge than the mechanical 
sip of a mayfly feeder.

I stood next to Bob Hardwicke 
while he teased an Irresistible over 
a deep pool that had been thoroughly 
fished by a number of people earlier 
in the day. Bob had never walked 
a dry fly before (at least not inten­
tionally), but he got the hang of it 
within a few casts. There was a slight 
upstream breeze, and after the fly 
made its float and he raised his rod

breeze and
the westbound current, the fly prac- 
Rcally stayed in one spot for a min­
ute, hopping up and down. Bob had 
just said that it was like fishing a
bass bug when a 4-pound brown lit­
erally tail walked marlinlike over the 
water and slammed the Irresistible. 
On another occasion, former casting 
champion Jimmy Green raised the 
same trout three times before it fi­
nally hailed the fly. It goes without 
elaboration that big fish can’t be 
teased to the top in high water with 
coarse tackle.

Ideally, walking a fly is best done 
with the lightest line and longest 
leader at your disposal. An HEH or 
IFI joined with a 15jfooT4X leader 
is perfect. The fly must be tied on a 
fine hook with stiff hackles so that 
it bounces buoyantly on the surface; 
it doesn’t matter whether it’s a Blond 
Wulff, Irresistible, Ginger Variant, 
Blue Upright, Royal Coachman, 
Adams, Muddler, or Joe’s Hopper— 
it must ride high. A No. 10 is about 
right for most fishing, because it’s 
large enough to attract big trout, yet 
small enough to cast and handle eas­
ily on a fine leader. With 25- to 30- 
foot casts, which are practical when 
<yóii7ré hip-deep in a turbulent 
stream, the line will seldom touch 
the water after you have made the 
float and raised the rod.
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FLYFISHING
Vftitltpedragaim George b l o ^ t f  its 
run-back and quickly beacW^ it 
on a spit of gravel.

While George rem old  a Japanese^ 
beetle imitation frormthe jaws of 
this brightly colored ̂ stream-bred 
brownie I said, “ You fooled me,” 
thinking to myself that his catch 
was a lucky one. But as he released the 
fish George said, “ Sam, this stretch 
is going to be easy.”

This I wanted to see, and I did 
very quickly. Working from a low 
crouch, George ducked arouhd 
boulders and fished pocket water with 
only 12 to J 5 feet of 1 ine, being 
careful to keep his shadow off the 
wafer aheacl ofHTrn. Because the 
pockets were small, the beetle imitation 
could float for only a few seconds. So 
George’s method of presentation was 
more like flicking thanxasting. He 
justTTicked the leader into a pocket, 
got the maximum drift, and then 
lifted it to the next pocket, rarely 
taking time to extend or retrieve line.!

:~“ “TTlle^eetl^proEvoked a 
strike in almost every

B :ddying pocket and 
;urgling riffle. George 

covered this un­
promising-look­
ing quarter of a 
mile stretch in

TERRESTRIAL 
TRICKS FOR * 
LOW-WATER TROUT
George Harvey’s late-summer system licks 
the twin problems of low water and the freestone 
trout’s appetite for terrestrial food 
By S. R. SLAYMAKER II

abdut j n  -hour and caught 
28 trout.

I've seen quite a few virtuoso 
performances by some of the country's 
most accomplished fly anglers 
who have fished this stream, but 
never one to equal George’s when 
the water was at its lowest. Before 
moving on to the larger pools we 
rested, and George explained his 
low-water strategy.

There was no discernible mayfly 
activity when we went on stream, but 
Japanese beetles were abundant.
So, George told me, he decided to 
match them. His imitations seemed 
to me very realistic, except for 
their backs. Each was partly painted 
with fluorescent red lacquer.
George explained that years ago he 
borrowed the idea from his friend,
Dr. Ralph Dougherty, a noted surgeon 
from McKeesport, Pennsylvania, as 
a means of making small beetle 
imitations visible in rough water.

Trout feed consistently on terrestrial 
food (ants, beetles, inchworms, grass­
hoppers, and crickets) when aquatic 
fly hatches taper off from mid to 
late summer. Since most terrestrial

n a stifling hot afternoon in 
i C y j l a t e  July, 1975, George Harvey 

and I were fishing a small trout 
steam in Pennsylvania’s Pocono 
Mountains. As we approached a 
narrow stretch, drought-shrunken to a 
trickle and interspersed with shallow 
pocket water, I suggested that we hike 
downstream to some large pools 
having less tree cover.

“ You go ahead,” George said,
“ I don’t want to pass up this 
stretch.*'

Far be it from me to argue with an 
expert fly angler with 60-rodd years 
of experience. But I was annoyed.
It seemed a shame to waste time 
pocket-hopping this beautifully

arbored but tough-to-fish tunnel.
Still, George was my guest on this 
feeder of the Brodheads that I 
had fished for almost 30 years. I felt 
I had to stay with him.

Before I'd settled myself against a 
bankside hemlock, George’s rod 
arched and white water spouted along 
a bankside cut only a dozen feet in 
front of him. A foot-long brown trout 
vaulted into a high snap roll and 
landed on an exposed gravel bed in the 
stream. The fish quickly hurled 
itself into the current and started 
a speedy, erratic run upstream. George 
surrendered line as the trout rocketed 
around boulders in a frantic search 
for fighting space. Some was 
available, about 30 feet ahead in the 
form of a riffled glide, but it was 
very shallow. The trout sped through 
it, and at the head of the stretch.

S.B. Slaymaker II of Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania, is a flyfisherman and 
author of "Tie a Fly, Catch a Trout.”

OUTDOOR LIFE



The raccoon is omnivorous but 
forages mostly at night in the 
shallows of ponds and streams. 
This isn't to say that it doesn't 
take a few bird eggs now and then

Great horned owl hunts mostly at 
night for mammals. Owls seldom 
hit a gamebird unless the victim has 
been disturbed on its roost and 
is flying about in darkness

The red fox takes gamebirds, but it 
also eats many rodents that eat bird eggs. 
Too many foxes are bad; too few can be worse. 
I f  rodents get out of control, almost all 
bird eggs will vanish before they hatch

i MBi

Badgers can be a pest on ranches 
because of their holes, but they , 
feed almost entirely on small 
rodents and therefore actually cut 
down on the number of egg eaters

Crows, the ordinary black bandits, 
can be a real plague to gamebirds 
because they are great egg thieves, 
but sport hunting is usually 
enough to control their numbers

Snakes, like many other predators, are 
two-edged swords. They keep rodents down, 
but some take a big toll in eggs and 
young birds. This is a blacksnake, a 
beneficml species to most observers

C ooper’s haw k also gave it credit fo r the bobw hite’s ten­
dency to  hold snugly to a point, or until gunners could 
walk up and flush a covey or a single. A ny quail that left 
the ground to  escape was alm ost certain  to be caught by 
the faster-flying haw k, so the best m eans o f  escape was to  
flatten itse lf against the ground in low  cover and stay 
m otionless.

In recent years, w here the blue darter is sqarce and foxes 
are plentifu l, m any quail have changed their habits som e­
what. The fox, w ith its keen nose, scents a covey and stalks 
it, m uch as a bird dog does. If  the covey ¡flattens itse lf 
against the earth  and rem ains m otionless, the fox is quick 
to jum p in and catch one. A fter a  few passes by a fox , a 
covey gets w ise. W hen a canine approaches, the birds get 
up wild before they can be stalked and pinpointed.

Bill E tchells, my hunting partner and a plantation m a n | 
ager, thought this over and decided h e ’d try a  h i t  o f  decep­
tion on his. w ild coveys. He bought a  haw k call and carried 
it in  the .pocket o f  h is  hunting jacket. O ne d l | §  after a few 
coveys flushed w ild in front o f  his dogs, he pulled ou t 
the w histle and w hen his pointers began to make gam e he 
blew  it loud. iThe covey  froze, he ld , and the gunners 
w alked in and had a perfect (continued bn page 110)

t h e  C ooper’s is a sm aller version o f  the goshaw k. Fierce 
and relentless, it has long been recognized as the nem esis 
o f  the bobw hite quail. A lm ost 50 years ago, Stoddard w rote 
this about it: ifT h is  species is a true bird-killing haw k 
and probably is the w orst natural enem y o f  the bobw hite 
. \  , the C ooper’s haw k is too  violent and bloodthirsty to  
be w illingly tolerated , . , these destructive hawks prob­
ably harvest a  crop o f  quail in  the aggregate during the course 
o f  their 365-day open season com parable to  that taken by 
sportsm en in their m uch shorter tim e afield i . . C ooper’s 
haw k is a rare com bination o f  elusive shyness in the vicinity 
0§ its nest,: and lightninglike rapidity in attacking and carry­
ing o ff  its prey elsew here, striking here and there when 
least expected , the bane alike o f  poultrym en and game-

H alf a century ago the C ooper’s haw k was m uch m ote

was trem endously abundant in th e  w inter w hen those m igrat­
ing from  the N orth increased the resident population. Today 
it is far less o f  a th reat to bobw hites than it was in S tod­
dard ’s tim e. A nd along w ith the o ther haw ks and ow ls, 
C ooper’s haw ks are now protected by federal law.

S tra n g e ly , th e  m an w ho  so so u n d ly  ca s tig a te d  the



imitations are small (sizes 14 to 22), 
they are more visible to anglers on the 
placid surfaces of pastoral, limestone 
streams than on turbulent freestone 
mountain streams. So it has become 
almost habitual for many fly anglers 
to equate small terrestrials solely with 
limestone streams.

But most North American trout 
waters are of the freestone variety. 
Consequently, many fly anglers 
unnecessarily forego enjoyable and 
productive late-season trout fishing 
by not using terrestrials on freestone 
water. Many don't fish trout streams 
at all during the dog days because 
of the low-water bugaboo. George 
Harvey, on the contrary, has 
developed a strategy that capitalizes 
on low water and on freestone trouts’ 
appetite for terrestrial food.

Thanks to that fluorescent lacquer, 
fishermen see the tops of beetle and 
ant facsimiles; fish see their more 
natural-looking undersides. But 
riffles and boils can cause such lures 

^ToTurn bottofn ̂ i e  TipTTjeorge over­
comes this problem by tying fifs ter- 
festrials with hollowed-out bottoms. 
His beetles and ants are made with 

'Ideer hair. The undersides are 
clipped flush with the hook’s shank. 
While hair on the top protrudes 
more, it is clipped sufficiently to 
prevent imbalance. The splayed legs of 
beetles and ants, together with the 
balancing faculty of the hook, tend to 
keep his imitations right side up.

George firmly believes that the 
most important component in fishing 
dries on low, fast water and in all 
dry-fly situations, is the leader.

“ I’ve made a lifetime hobby of 
leader experimentation,” he told me,

;  “ and I feel that many anglers are 
too concerned about sinking their 
leader tippets. I don’t care 
whether the tippetHbats orjsinks. 
AIsoTTFIT^ a lot of fellows
that 6 and 7X leader tippets are 
mandatory in low, clear water, but I 
don't think they’re necessaryM 
particularly in riffled water. Three 
and 4X are OK so long as you’have 
the right balance to your leader 
and the right material in the 
right places.”

He noted that pocket water is not 
conducive to long, drag-free floats of 
the fly. To delay the onset of drag, 
he uses leader tippets of softer material 
than the butts. Lures are delivered 
on tippets supple enough to alight 
in a somewhat slack (or, as George 
puts it, “ wavy” ) condition so that drag 
is postponed while the tippets 
unravel in the current.

As a rule, George's leaders are a

I P

couple of feet longer than his rod 
(see box below). He believes 
that the secret of building 
effective leaders lies in having the 
correct amounts of soft nylon adjusted 
^  lengths to correspond to the size, 
the density of hackle, and the air 
resistance of the fly being used.
You know you’ve got proper balance 
when the leader alights in that “ wavy” 
condition, he says.

George believes that heavier leader 
tippets (3, 4, and 5X as opposed to 
6 and 7X) facilitate unsrtagging with 
a minimum of leader breakage.

“ If you don’t snag bankside foliage 
now and then,” he says, “ you’re not 
fishing small streams thoroughly.”

George caught his first trout on a 
fly when he was six years old.
At 12 he became a proficient flyfisher- 
man of Allegheny mountain runs 
around his home town, Du Bois, 
Pennsylvania. A self-taught flyrodder, 
he soon became a self-taught flytyer.

“ The price of imported English wet 
flies was too steep for me, and so were 
flytying materials,” he told me.
“ So I hunted around my uncle’s 
butcher shop and panhandled poultry 
feathers.”

His prowess in catching native 
brook trout approached legendary 
proportions among area residents. 
When barely into his teens, George 
was sought as a guide by business 
and professional men, some coming 
great distances to fish Clearfield 
County streams. After graduating 
from Penn State University, George 
joined the faculty and eventually 
headed the Department of Required 
Physical Education. He started the 
first accredited flytying course 
there in 1947, and he taught more than 
35,000 students until his retire­
ment in 1972. He tied flies for Presi­
dent Eisenhower and fished with 
him, and also with his brother Milton 
when he was president of Penn State.

George first tied and fished 
terrestrial imitations in 1934 while 
teaching flytying and casting for the 
Pennsylvania Fish Commission at 
the Fishermen’s Paradise project at 
Beilefonte, Pennsylvania, the first 
regulated (continued on page 155)

George Harvey, in his fly-tying den in State 
College, Pennsylvania, ponders what 
size hook to use as he prepares to tie 
some terrestrials like those on facing 

page. Flies shown 
are: inchworm 

(deer hair), black ant, 
cinnamon ant, Japanese 

beetles, cricket, grass- 
I hopper, and inchworm (cork)

I f i w m m
mmim

HOOK BODY HACKLE WING LEGS

Jap Beetle No. 12 or No. 14 Black deer hair Imitation Jungle Black duck
(Harvey) (clipped) cock (cemented 

as roof)
or goose 
quill fibers

Cinnamon No. 20 or No. 22 Amber or Any color Thorax tie
Ant cinnamon wound in

horsehair “wasp’waist”
Black Ant No. 20 or No. 22, Black deer Any color Thorax tie

hair wound in 
“wasp waist”

Green inch- No. 12 or No. 14 . Green deer
worm hair

(clipped)
Grasshopper No. 8 2X long or Yellow deer hair Deer hair tuft Dyed red duck

No. 10 2X long (clipped) on top or goose quill 
fibers

Cricket (Same as grasshopper, except all black deer hair) i l i f i l l f Quill dyed 
black

IO INCHES I TOTAL 2 0  INCHES I 12 INCHES I 18 INCHES I 22 INCHES
STIFF NYLON 1

1 1 1 t

STIFF NYLON SOFT NYLON 1 SOR NYLON SOFT NYLON

.017 DIAM. .015 
DIAM. I

.013 
DIAM. I

.OH
DIAM.

.0 0 9  DIAM. 
( 2 X)

.0 0 8  DIAM. 
(3X)

.0 0 7  D IA M . 
(AX)

Sketch above shows George Harveys recommended leader for low-water terrestrial 
fishing. As a rule, his leaders are a couple o f feet longer than his rod. Key 
is to design leader so it lands on the water in a slack, or "wavy” condition
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SMALL GAME

O l ^ C I S  T H A T 'LL  
X 4 H E LP  Y O U  D A S  
M O R E  S Q U IR R ELS
Let natural history be your guide to how, where, 
and when to hunt bushytails By MARK HICKS

B or many kids, first game is a gray 
squirrel, and the gun is a .22 
rifle. Youngsters put meat in the 

pot that way, and some develop 
into good bushytail hunters without 
really being aware of how much they 
know. But others don’t. The squirrels 
are there, and once in a while, 
they shoot a few. If you do know the 
habits of the squirrels, limits come 
easier and much more often.
Mark Hicks, who tells a great deal 
about how to do it in this story, 
qualifies as an expert. He’s a 
knowledgeable naturalist from 
Athens, Ohio, who hunts a great deal. 
Mark wrote “ Late-Season Squirrels” 
(on second-litter grays) in the 
November 1976 issue of this magazine.

1 Though gray and fox squirrels 
often live side by side, 

they prefer much different environ­
ments. Fox squirrels are Commonly 
found in small open woodlots near 
farms. Grays frequent forests that 
have an abundance of oak, hickory, 
and other nut-bearing trees in 
various stages of growth. Some of the 
trees may be more than 11 inches in 
diameter.

In addition, the understory should 
include numerous fruiting shrubs, 
such as iron wood, witch hazel, 
pawpaw, hazelnut, blackberry, and 
flowering dogwood. Woods that have 
a dear, deer-park appearance won’t 
have many gray squirrels in them.

2  The most obvious sign that 
bushytails are actively using an 

area is the presence of leaf nests— 
ragged balls of leaves and twigs 
one to two feet in diameter. The 
nests are in constant need of repair, 
and once abandoned they quickly 
fall apart.

Don’t be discouraged if there aren’t 
many such nests on your hunting 
grounds. If there are den trees, the 
grays will readily make use of them.

The best trees for dens are oaks, 
maples, walnuts, beeches, gums, and 
sycamores. They should be at least 
15 inches in diameter and have 
openings that are no larger than four 
inches across. If a Squirrel is using 
the den, he will chew away the bark 
along the top of the openings 
to smooth it.

3  Never underestimate the keenness 
of a squirrel’s eyesight. Squirrels 

can distinguish fine detail, and 
their eyes react faster than human eyes. 
Their eyes also have a yellow filter 
that may reduce glare and enhance 
contrast like shooting glasses.

Bushytails are especially adept at 
sensing movement. Take special pains 
to move as little as possible when 
hunting, and to move very slowly 
when you must. Though it is unlikely 
that squirrels can distinguish 
colors, they detect bright hues 
more readily than drab ones. 
Therefore, wear dark colors or 
camouflage clothing, unless a safety 
color is necessary or required by law.

4 Squirrels have a highly refined 
sense of hearing. Move with 

caution, choosing each step carefully 
to avoid stepping on twigs and 
branches. Take short steps; put the ball 
of your foot down first. During mild 
weather, wear tennis shoes to 
muffle noise. Try hunting along a 
creek wash when the woods are very 
dry and the leaves noisy underfoot.
A creek wash is usually free of 
leaves and lets you hunt quietly over 
a clean gravel or sandy bottom.
Also, since these bottoms are often 
at a lower elevation than the surround­
ing woods, they are protected from 
the wind. When a blustery day makes 
hunting difficult elsewhere, 
these areas will be relatively quiet.
The squirrels will be more active 
there and the hunting will 
be easier.

I
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TERRESTRIAL TRICKS 
mcontinued from page 79)
catch-and-release stretch in the 
country. After noting thé prevalance 
of green inchworms in streamside 
vegetation, he began experimenting 
with imitations. Since the worms 
were usually taken as they touched 
the surface, he strove for a lure with 
optimum floatability. Silk bodies 
provided no buoyancy, and wool and 
chenille soon became waterlogged. 
He finally hit on the idea of mak­
ing an inchworm from cork. Painted 
green and lacquered, it floated su­
perbly and was a fantastic trout tak­
er.

At the time, George was teaching 
his four-year-old daughter Susie to 
flycast. On a midsummer Saturday# 
when the Paradise was crowded, he 
tied one of his green concoctions 
to Susie’s leader and waited glee­
fully for the fun to begin. Almost 
immediately she hooked a trout. 
Shortly after George released it, she 
had another. As trout continued to 
seize Susie’s inchworm, fishermen 
edged closer to inquire about the 
secret weapon. When Susie hooked 
a 22-inch brown, a crowd gathered. 
The late Charles French, then exec­
utive director of the fish commission, 
elbowed his way to George to inspect 
the lure.

“I think Charlie was a little 
peeved about a four-year-old catch­
ing all those fish,” George said. 
“Anyway, my cork inchworm was 
outlawed on the Paradise, then and 
there!” In later years he began tying 
inchworms with deer hair because 
it enabled him to abide by the Para­
dise ruling of “fur, feathers, or hair 
only.”

George Harvey has spent more 
time on trout streams than anyone I 
know. Sixty years of fishing is no 
record in itself. But over most of 
those years he has fished entire sea­
sons, thanks to use of terrestrial 
imitations during the dog days of 
late summer when most flyfishermen 
hang up their waders. That more 
of them should and could enjoy ex­
cellent late-season fishing by adopt­
ing these simple Harvey techniques 
was underscored this year by my 
experience on the same Pocono 
stretch on which George had scored 
so well the year before. Low water 
again prevailed, as was noted in my 
fishing diary entry for July 17, 1976.

“Stream very low, but this was a 
fabulous afternoon thanks to Harvey 
ties and his methods. A few blue 
dun-type mayflies hatching but fish 
were not taking naturals on the sur­
face. Even so, I tried a No. 16 imi­
tation with no results. Then went to 
a Harvey Japanese beetle and it

was really deadly. So were ants. 
Hooked and 16st a 16-inch brown 
on one of George’s grasshoppers. 
Total: 20 trout in that shallow 
stretch in little over an hour.”

Fly anglers inexperienced in the 
use of terrestrials on freestone water 
will probably doubt what I say about 
trout favoring Japanese beetles oyer 
mayflies. But, thanks to an earlier 
rainstorm and gusty breezes during 
the afternoon, it’s likely that terres­
trials were preponderant. So trout 
were probably more disposed to con­
centrate on them rather than those 
sparsely hatching mayflies. What­
ever the reason, the vigor with which 
they attacked the beetles and ants 
was phenomenal.

When the red-topped beetle first 
touched down on a shallow slick, 
three brown trout materialized out 
of nowhere and lunged at it. The 
largest smacked the beetle hard, and 
the other fish disappeared under the 
right bank. My trout thrashed the 
slick to a boil.

Shortly after I ’d beached and re­
leased it, another gobbled the beetle. 
Several minutes and four fish later 
I lost the beetle in a tree. My sole 
remaining one produced as well as 
its mate until I lost it.

Then I went to George’s ants, size

16. I’d successfully fished ants be­
fore during summer months on free­
stone streams. But, in riffled water, 
there were always frustrating mo­
ments when it was hard to keep them 
in view. Missed strikes resulted. 
These red-lacquered ants were al­
ways clearly visible, and there were 
few missed strikes.

Around quitting time a large fish 
rose in a manhole-size pocket up­
stream along the right bank. For 
several minutes I watched him fin­
ning in the rock-lined, crystalline 
patch of water. I landed my ant in 
the current above, but when it float­
ed by him he didn’t budge. I de­
livered it three times. No interest.

Assuming that he might have 
risen for one of the odd mayflies, I 
went back to the blue dun imitation. 
It evoked a slight rise on the first 
drift and no interest on a few more. 
Then I replaced it with a Harvey 
grasshopper. After the first cast he 
tipped up leisurely and took it.

The fish tried to escape through 
the rivulet feeding the pocket, but 
midway up he foundered on the 
gravel and flopped back into i|it. 
There was nothing for him to do 
but thrash wildly in the pocket while 
I simply hung onto a taut line. We 
were so close that I  took a splashing

You changed. Did your powder?
Mennen Bath Talc has a masculine 

scent and an effective dry deodorant.
'Cause you're not a kid anymore.

Don’t kid yourself.
Get Mennen.
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That’s why artificial hoppers argi 
crickets can be as effective on free­
stone streams as on limestone 
streams, if not more so. True, the 
naturals are not always abundant 
around mountain streams, but they 
are not uncommon in late summer. 
And, particularly on windy days, 
trout feed on them voraciously. Even 
when natural hoppers and crickets 
are in low supply, artificials are 
often effective.

Freestone trout are even more 
prone to make fatal snap decisions 
about the authenticity of beetles and 
ants. In agitated water their small 
size allows for only an impression­
istic viewing by the fish. But not by 
the fisherman, thanks to that floures- 
cent lacquer. The fisherman, then, 
has a much greater advantage over 
his quarry in freestone water— as 
opposed to limestone—when he uses 
terrestrials, particularly small ones.

There were plenty of Japanese 
beetles around the stream when 
George fished that Pocono stretch 
in 1975. Not as many were about 
when I fished it in 1976. Yet we 
both scored well with the artificials. 
The answer, of course, lies in the 
twin facts that a variety of beetles 
look much the same to trout in 
rapids, riffles, boils, and even in 
glides when they’re fast flowing. So 
George Harvey ties and fishes Jap­
anese beetle patterns in various sizes 
so as to represent a cross-section of 
beetle life.

If you want to fish successfully 
on freestone streams during the 
terrestrial season, you’d do well to 
adopt what I’ve come to call the 
Harvey technique. It boils down to 
these six things:

1. The backs of your imitations 
should be dubbed with red fluores­
cent lacquer.

2... Build a leader balanced to 
suit the fly, and use soft nylon tippet 
material that will delay the onset of 
drag.

3. Do everything possible to keep 
hidden from trout ahead of you. 
Use boulders and vegetation as 
shields. Always keep a low profile.

4. Don’t shy away from stream 
obstacles. Try to fish every nook 
and cranny and be prepared to lose 
some flies.

5. Keep a short line and dap 
pocket water. Resist the urge to cast 
when you don’t have to.

6. Keep moving. If small and 
shallow pockets don’t provide action 
after a couple of daps, chances are 
the fish were spooked.

The capstone of George Harvey’s j 
low-water strategy is showing terres­
trials to the maximum number of 
trout in the minimum amount of 
time. i l i

TERRESTRIAL TRICKS 
(continued)

full in the face. When he settled 
down, I crooked the rod under arm 
and wiped my glasses while the 
brown regarded me with a baleful 
eye. The grasshopper appeared se­
curely embedded in the roof of his 
mouth. So, feeling sorry about his 
plight, I guessed that I might help 
him get to wider water upstream and 
there precipitate a proper fight, with­
out much risk of losing him.

I kicked water to his rear. He 
flashed forward to the gravel. While 
he was writhing on it the grasshopper 
flew free. Back to the pocket he

flopped and there regarded me again 
with a baleful eye. I tipped my hat 
and headed back to the car.

Like other terrestrial facimiles, 
grasshoppers and crickets are gen­
erally considered to be limestone 
lures. The best-known patterns are 
associated with limestone streams. 
The Letort Hopper and Cricket come 
immediately to mind. Being larger 
than beetles and ants, hopper and 
cricket imitations cannot appear to 
be very realistic to trout in smooth, 
slow-flowing water where they have 
plenty of time to look them over. 
In riffled and white-water stretches, 
however, fish often can’t get a close 
look and must make snap decisions.

Anyone can lose a knife

These are masterpiece knives. So well made, you couldn’t stand to lose 
one. That’s why we ll replace any Uncle Henry you lose within one year of its 
warranty registration'® We show only two. But there are five more rugged 
beauties to choose from. All with highest quality, razor-sharp steel blades. 
□  All hand-finished, hand+fioned, hand-edged. All with unbreakable handles 
that fit snugly in your grasp. All guaranteed against loss. Schrade Cutlery 
Corp., New York 12428.

Uncle Henry by Schrade
SCHRADE
CUTLERY

CORPORATION
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How to skip and flutter stiff-hackled imitations 
right into the mouths of waiting trout.

Downstream Dancing Dry
James Leisenring

Late September weather in Montana 
i|an be cruel and vicious. We had 

been gully-washed out of the Gallatin, 
monsooned on the Madison, frozen stiff 
on the Firehole and now we were in the 
process of being blown off the lower 
Boulder. Gale force gusts of wind 
ripped down river from Mcleod, result­
ing in an almost impossible casting situa­
tion: Every time we tried to present dry 
flies in the typical upstream fashion our 
lines were blown back into our red 
chapped faces. This was to be our last 
day in the Big Sky Country and my 
brother Mitch and I longed for some 
surface activity that had so far eluded 
us.

After half an hour of frustrating and 
fruitless upstream casting, we concluded 
that the only feasible approach was to 
locate some rapid (preferably rock- 
infestedjpocket water and use our dad’s 
shortline, downstream danping dry fly 
method. This change in tactics (literally 
an about face) saved the day and sal­
vaged an otherwise undistinguished fish­

ing venture. The red-spotted, golden- 
hued residents of the Boulder responded 
with abandon as several tat, sassy browns 
were brought to net in the remaining 
hours.

Although the history of actual docu­
mented dry fly fishing is less than 150 
years old (Vade Mecum o f Fly Fishing 
for Trou3&fl841) the sport is replete 
with dogmas. Perhaps the most prom­
inent doctrine has been that the dry fly 
must be presented with a drag-free drift 
One exception to this rule has been the 
old British practice of blow-line fishing 
or dapping and Hewitt’s skater tech­
nique. More recently, Leonard Wright, 
Jr. {Fishing the Dry Fly as a Living 
Insect) was labelled a heretic for merely 
suggesting the “sudden inch” or slight 
movement of the fly to ape a fluttering 
caddis.

It’s understandable why the teachings 
of England’s Halford were readily emHj 
braced by Theodore Gordon, the ac­
knowledged father of dry fly fishing in 
this country. The Hampshire chalk

streams that Halford frequented were 
not that dissimilar to the relatively 
placid freestone Catskill waters, relished 
by the reclusive Gordon. But what 
about the steep gradient, thundering 
streams and rivers that plummet off the 
towering Rocky Mountains? Do the 
same traditional dogmas apply, or are 
different techniques more applicable? 
Water type is always paramount and 
supersedes tradition. Pragmatists use 
what works and my father both 
espoused and exemplified this charac­
teristic.

Harry J. Leisenring’s tenure on the 
various Colorado watersheds spanned a 
full half century. Being a product of the 
times, his early days consisted of fishing 
a brace of snelled wet flies knotted to 
silkworm gut affixed to level silk fine.
He initially employed the fluttering
dropper technique outlingcrfiv~----
Schwiebert in Trout. In this method 
the dropper fly is “hopscotched” along 
thCiSurtace while the lower one is em-

4 B Flyfishing
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ploye^as a ballast. Frequent use of this 
tactic revealed the enticing properties of 
a fly “dancing” on the surface. When 
light wire dry flies became readily avail­
able/he eliminated the “down” fly. By 
using an even shorter line the dry fly 
itself could be danced or fluttered on 
the surface.

This method is most applicable to 
rapids’ahd”swTft wafeFTKat may appear 
unfishable to the uninitiated. In the' 
"Rockies, particularly in craggy Colo­
rado, you don’t have to look far for 
productive stretches. Even on hard- 
fished rivers, merely find a spot where 
no one has made the attempt. Bait 
fishermen abhor this wateStype and 
only crafty shortline nymph connois­
seurs like Charles Brooks (Nymph 
Fishing for Larger Trout) find it appeal­
ing.

While proceedingjdownstream, the 
angler searches for slight slicks between 
rapids and small, smooth pockets be- 
hmct Douiders ana other obstructions.

Top row, left to right: Badger Bivisible, Brown Bivisible, Orange Asher
Middle row, left to right: Renegade, Hewitt’s Spider, Gray Ugly
Bottom row, left to right: Gray Hackle Yellow, Blue Dun, Flick’s Gray Fox Variant

"The edges of white water beside and 
directly below small cascades and water­
falls are excellent holding stations. The 
fly B  cast directly into or slightly down- 
stream of the suspected lair and with a 

“slow fitting of the rod, the surface ten- 
sion created by the artificial’s numerous 
hackle fibers causes it to bounce and 
seemingly dance on the surface. When 
properly executed, the actions of a 
fhattering^egg-laying caddis are superbly 
mimicked. Fish are also on the lookout 
for ovipositing mayflies which invariably 
move upstrean^. periodically depressing 
the surface with extended, egg-laden 
abdomens.

Trout residing in and/or feeding in 
fast water are of necessity opportunistic:

A suspected edible is available for a 
fleeting moment; therefore, rises are 
determined and ferocious. Because the 
line is taut, it is neither necessary nor 
prudent totfrike; the quarry steadfastly 
hook themselves,. It the angler actually 
strikes (usually a conditioneBreflex re­
sulting io m  a startle response), a bBken 
leader is frequently assured.

Even though a close proximity down­
stream approach is’utilize «stealth is not 
a pressing concern. While looking sky­
ward,mSut in such turbulent environs 
perceive onl)B ||ken, disfigured images. \ 
Attempting M  peer out of a shattered . 
plate glass winBSj is an analogous situ­
ation. Prismatic light Hreflected and> 
dispersed in every conceivable direction.

However, casting position (often  requir­
e s  gymnastic wading on large rivers) 

and being ab le fp  read the water is vital- 
H jlim portan t to  B hieve consistent ' 
sucWfs. When the short cast is exe­
cuted properly, only the artificial grid 
Perhaps a/small portion  ̂ f  the leader 
touch  the surfade. •

The most productive flies^are the 
various BivisibleB Renegades and Spider 
patteriB fashioned on light wire hpoks,’. ■ 
Surf^ a t ensioBcreated by the numerous 

«iff-hackle fibers against strong current 
and the slow lifting of the rod causes 
the artificial t® ance and flutter entic­
ingly.

The development of long, lightweight 
graphite rods is a boon to this type of 
fishing. Butfiold fashioned” ^ vq\ line 
and a short 3- or 4-foot monofilament 
lealpr is actually preferable to either a 
weightBorward or double tapere d line 
with a long jrladuate d le ader. The heavy 
belly section of a weigliforward or 
double taper constantly pullsThe"short 
Hue down through the guides every time 
theo ||l is raided.

B ecauseof the dow nstream  presenta­
tion  and sw iftB ro k en  water, leaders 
can be heavier than  u su a lf# J |o n g  as the 
“jitte rb u g ” action o f the artificial is no t 
inhibited. When a strong and weighty 
fish is hooked in the rapids, this extra 
margin of safety is greatly appreciated.
/  IfBou are 1 ongingffor some exciting 

dry fly action for surprisingly large 
trout, follow the advice myTather be­
stowed upon me many seasons ago: 
“Make that fly dance, Jim; make it 
dance. &  k
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An Affair

Walter C. Johnson

Upper right, Walt Johnson’s Red Shrimp. 
Above, the quarry gB a bright steelhead.

At right, from top: Brown Heron, 
Orange Heron, and Black Heron patternL 

tied by Syd Glasso.

With Lady Caroline
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H ow  the secrets o f good presentation can improve your catch rate on bigger trout

FREDARBONA

M o s t  f l y - f i s h i n g  l i t e r a t u r e — m agazine or book, 
usually  includes p h o to g rap h s show ing  fly fishers 

m ak in g  long , s tra ig h t casts across one o f A m erica’s be t- 
te r-know n  tro u t stream s. W h ile  th is  m ay m ake for good 
p ic tu res , such casts should  n o t serve as fishing m odels.

A fter m any  years o f fishing th ro u g h o u t th e  country, 
p f g u id in g  beg inners and  advanced fly fishers, and 
accom panying  “ex p erts” on a variety  o f  tro u t w a te r s K  
sincerely believe th a t m ost o f th em  rem ain  ill equ ipped  
to  succeed consisten tly  on our tro u t stream s. T he parts  
m ost com m only  m issing  are: casting  expertise , the  
know ledge o f w hat co n stitu tes  good  p resen ta tio n , and 
the  fact th a t m ost fisherm en insist on m ak in g  th in g s  
harder, no t easier, on them selves!

Few o f us are to u rn am en t casters, able to  place a fly 
60  feet away, exactly  how  and  w here we w an t i t  every 
tim e  w ith  the  precise am o u n t o f slack (w ind or no w ind) 
for a d rag-free float. T he  few fly fisherm an w ho can con­
sisten tly  do such stream  feats are rare.

F ortunately , to u rn a m e n tS a s tin g  prow ess is unneces­
s a r y ,  to  achieve good  fly p resen ta tion . T h is is especially 

tru e  once you learn  fishing angles th a t requ ire  no long  j  
tr ick  casts or u ncon tro llab le  p iles o f slack to  g e t d rag - 
free floats.

G ood fly p resen ta tio n — a drag-free flo a ty -m ean s 
n o th in g  m ore th a n  causing  th e  fly you are u sin g — dry, 
em erger or n y m p h ® to  d rif t w ith o u t any line tension . I f  
you  can accom plish  it ,  you w ill m eet w ith  success in  any 
tro u t  stream , re g a rd le s |;o f the  fly you are using .

T h is fishing step  sounds sim ple  en ough , b u t th o u g h  
it  is always easy to  accom plish  in  our im ag in a tio n , a 
drag-free float is m ore com plex to  accom plish  onstream .

A  fly always develops som e drag  the  m in u te  it  lands 
on th e  w ater i f  it  ;is no t accom panied by some:s la c k in  the  
fly line and leader. O n  th e  o th e r han d , you need to  place 
your fly w ith  som e degree o f  accuracy so it floats as close 
as possib le to  w here a fish is rising  or w here you suspect 
one waits/. S u c c e sso r  failure o ften tim es is a m a tte r  o f

Fred Arbona, fisherman, fly tier and author of The M ajfiyci 
and the Angler, lives in Hailey, Id.

inches. T h e  p ro b lem  arises w hen  slack in  your cast and 
fly accuracy fail to  com p lem en t each o ther. In  fact, the  
m ore you accom plish  one, th e  less you ten d  to  have o f 
the  o ther, especially d u rin g  w indy  cond itions

T h e rjt | a re ||how eY £r, fishing angles ta ilo r-m ade  for 
sho rt casts, angles th a t requ ire  l i t t le  slack in  your cast, 
and  th a t offer the  easiest positions for fly accuracy and 
are deadly  from  a fishing p o in t o f view.

T he  reader m ay s till no t und erstan d  w hy slack— a 
drag-free float— is so im perative . M ost hatches involve 
insects so sm all in  re la tion  to  th e ir  aquatic  env ironm en t 
th a t as nym phs they  d rift helplessly with  th e  cu rren t 
w hen  they  becom e d islodged  or float cau g h t by th e  su r­
face film  as they  tu rn  in to  duns (at least u n til  th e ir  w ings 
dry  or they  d isappear in  th e  sw irl o f a tro u t rise). Trout 
te ll th e  difference betw een  th e  n a tu ra l and  your im ita tio n  
no t by exam in ing  its size, color or n u m b er ''of tails b u t 
by check ing  its behaviour, so m eth in g  they  can do from  
th ree  feet away. W hen, your d ry  flyj;drags and  throw s
w akes over a fish’s head, i t ’s no w onder he streaks for 
cover.

W h y S  a drag-free float so d ifficu lt to  achieve? L et’s 
consider w hat m akes a tro u t stream  flow. A  tro u t stream  
is a m ov ing  ch u te  o f w ater. T t ||f lo w , however, is never 
un ifo rm . A t all sections, its cu rren t div ides in to  separate 
tongues o f cu rren ts , or lanes, th e  div isions created  by 
stream  b o tto m  te rra in  and  by obstacles such as rocks, 
logs or w eed b ed s ./C u rren t lanes can be as sk inny  as one 
foo t or as-w ide î ts ten  feet, and  in  velocity  and  character 
no tw o lanes are alike. A  fly line or leader d ropped  across 
a n u m b er o f  cu rren t lanes (all too com m on a fishing 
practice) triei, to  follow  all lanes a t once and -a  fly con­
nected  to  it  w ill be p u lled  across the  lanes. T he fly 
develops d rag .

W hy, th e n , does the  m ost com m on fishing scenario 
involve a fly fisherm an casting  across-stream  at a 90- 
degree angle? T h is is precisely th e  angle th a t assures his 
f l | |  line and  leader w ill cross th e  g rea test n u m b er o f  
cu rren t lanes, c rea ting  shortest drag-free floats. T he 
only way to  g e t a good fly d rif t from  th is 90 -degree  angle



B’K
IL

L
ÎR

Ç
)',®

 K
RIS LEE PH

O
TO

S

*

Standard streamer patterns, 
unusually sparse and/or small, are 
effective replicas o f tiny minnows.

stream ers as large as # 1 2  occasionally do the  tr ic k , b u t 
w hen  I say sm all, I m ean  #  14 to  # 2 0 ,  or flies th a t rep ­
resent all the  species I lu m p  to g e th e r as “pinheads.” A d d it­
ionally, these sm all p a tte rn s  should  be tied  on hooks 
lig h te r  th an  usual for stream ers, since they  are p itc h ­
ed w ith  m in im u m  com m otion  in to  clear, s till shallow s.

A ppropria te ; p a tte rn s  vary from  reg ion  to  r e g io n ; ; if  
no t from  stream  to  stream . M y experience ind icates the  
exact color o f a stream er is less, critica l to  effectiveness 
th an  size and  s ilhoue tte . Indeed ,. I ’ve found  th a t, g iven  
a se lection  o f p a tte rn s  th a t approx im ate  in  size and shape 
the  n a tu ra l fry or fingerlings p re s e n tE h n  usually  b e tte r  
off w ith  one decidedly different in  color from  th e  p revailing  
natu rals . T rout seem  m ore inclined  to  hom e on sm all 
stream ers m ore d ram atic  in  overall appearance th an  drab  
p a tte rn s  dressed to  “m atch  the  m in n o w .” C o n trastin g  
yellow  ¿w ith  b lack  and  w h ite , as in  ty in g  the  B lack 
G h o st, or s im ply  p u t t in g  in  a splash o f red , as found in  
the  ta il ofiK eith. Fu lsher’s Silver T ip , are exam ples o f the  
approach I take in  s tock ing  m y boxes w ith  young-of-the- 
year stream ers.

Getting Them Tied
T y i n g  f u n c t i o n a l  ¿St r e a m e r s  in th is  style isn ’t diffi­
cu lt. You should  create slim  silhouettes by p u tt in g  m in ­
im u m  m ateria l in to  each body (a sing le layer o f tin sel or 
floss) by u sing  th ro a t hackle only to  enhance a p a tte rn ’s 
effectiveness (the  yellow  th ro a t o f the  Black G h o st, for 
instance) u sing  a sparing  am o u n t o f.curl-free  w ing  m a te ­
ria l, such as b u ck ta il or squ irre l, or tw o hack le-tips only* 
p icked  from  a d ry-fly -quality  neck; be ing  careful th a t 
the  w ing  o f each finished fly is low to  the  hook  shank .

To avoid d isco lo ration  o f sing le-layered  floss bodies 
w hen  stream ers are w et, try  enam eling  your hook shanks 
w h ite  p rio r to  d ressing  the  fliesv W h ite  (for silver) or 
y ellow ^lb r go ld) u n dercoa ting  also m ask  sins w hen  ty in g  
sing le-layered , tin se l bodies. To m ain ta in  a low w ing  
profile, take care th a t th e  tie -in  p o in t is lu m p - and  slope- 
free, or th a t it  is flush to  the  level o f the  rest o f the  body 
on top  o f th e  hook. W in g in g  m aterial* in c lu d in g  hackle- 
tips,, shou ld  be m easured  and  c lipped  p rio r to  be ing  tied  
in . T h en , also lacquer sparing ly  a ll w ing  b u tts  o f ha ir 
and  syn the tics to  c o m p re s^ th e ir  overall b u lk , as w ell as

Tactics
A l t h o u g h  c o n v e n t i o n a l  stream er stra tegy  is largely 
m ethod ica l p ro spec ting  for random  feeders, effectively 
fishing young-of-the-year im ita tio n s  m eans leaving n o th ­
ing  to  chance. Your u ltim a te  goal— to  tu rn  th e  tables on 
a w ary p red a to r— is a te s t o f your ow n p redato ry  a t t r i ­
b u tes , as w ell as o f your fly-fishing skills.

Tailor your techn ique  to  the  behavior o f ind iv idual 
fish. Y oung-of-the-year p redato rs can be d iv ided  in to  tw o 
categories: xht ambusher and th e  stalker. A lth o u g h  a  tro u t 
m ay sw itch  back and  fo rth  be tw een  categories sev e ra l 
tim es in  the  course o f a h u n t, the  am busher lies in  w ait 
for m innow s to  pass w ith in  s tr ik in g  range, w hile  the  
sta lker cruises likely  spo ts, actively seeking fry or finger- 
lings to  a ttack .

T he  challenges p resen ted  b y  each category  o f p redato r- 
tro u t are decided ly  d ifferen t. For instancepfa w ell-cam ­
ouflaged tro u t ly ing  perfectly  still is to u g h  to  spo t in  
tim e  to  m ake a p roper p resen ta tion  before th e  fish 
spooks. I f  sp o tted  in  tim e , however, th e  am busher is 
o ften  easy to  hook. In  p resen ta tion  your s tream er should  

. seem  to  play r ig h t in to  the  p re d a to r’s hands. A  sta lker is 
easier to  see by w earing  po laro ids and  keep ing  th e  sun  at 
your back , or by w atch ing  for the  te llta le  w ake a c ru is in g  
fish m akes w hile  m oving  abou t in  shallow  w ater.

Some m in n o w in g  tro u t can be cau g h t by sim ply  ro ta t­
ing  th ro u g h  stre tches o f stream , w ork ing  p o ten tia l h o t­
spots w ith  tin y  stream ers. T here  are som e p rob lem s w ith  
th is  approach , however. I t d im in ishes the  qu a lity  o f

" Cbntinue&m Page. 68

to  assure th a t th e  w ing  stays in  place once i t ’s tied  on 
the  hook.

T he  le n g th  o f w ings on these stream ers isn ’t  c ritica l, 
except concern ing  how  a w in g ’s relative d im ensions 
influence a p a tte rn ’s appearance in  the  eyes o f th e  quarry. 
T he  p rob lem  o f sh o rt-s tr ik in g  seldom  applies to  s tream ­
ers so sm all, and p robab ly  sh o u ld n ’t concern e ith e r tie r  
or angler. I like w ings th a t ex tend  no fu rth e r back th an  
to  th e  tip  o f th e  ta il, w hen  a ta il is d ic ta ted  by the  
dressing , or to  th e  bend  o f the  hook w hen  I ’m  ty in g  or 
buy in g  tailless p a tte rn s .

*
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in the same current lane when fishing straight upstream, 
this fishing approach helps create a drag-free float and 
successful angling.

Some readers may conclude that I am not suggesting 
you make casts straight upstream—-over the head of 
trout— but at an angle, so the trout does not see the 
leader and tippet. Wrong. Make your casts straight up the 
fish’s back. Lay theTippet section of your leader between 
" TITeyes , causing the fly to land two feet in front of his nose, 
and watch him take the fly when it gets to him.

This approach is nothing new to fly fishers who do 
their fishing in freestone rivers, where the water surface 
is broken and tends to camouflage a floating leader. Such 
an approach, however, is rarely considered in crystal- 
clear spring creeks. Contrary to popular belief, it is a 
fishing method that works superbly in such clear streams 
as the Beaverkill, Henry’s Fork, Silver Creek, Hat Creek 
3r Fall River. In these streams, inhabited with experi­
enced trout.|:not one in a hundred fly fishers dares try 

[this approach, believing the trout wiil not let him get 
away with it. Believe!

This option in presentation does not work for the fly 
fisher who assumes he has a license to make sloppy, 
rough casts over the head of a trout. On the other hand, 
the upstream presentation, if applied with delicate casts 
and fine tippets, works with few exceptions.

The mechanics of the upstream approach are quite 
PimplepJl^

Your first step is to spot a rising trout from afar. 
Secondly, step into the exact current lane within which it 
is feeding, approximately 30 feet downcurrent of the 
fish. This is the time to get your equipment and yourself 
ready. Strip out your fly line, straighten your leader and 
make a few practice casts while still away from the trout.

is to make casts that cause the fly to land with a pile of 
slack around it, a difficult trick. You eliminate variables 
by selecting fishing angles that allow you to place your 
fly line, leader and fly all in the same current lane. Thus 
all three travel at the same speed. Fly drag is virtually 
eliminated.

Fly fishing success, in the words of my good friend 
Mike Kimball, is a matter of "removing the variables, 
the reasons a trout will not take your fly.’’ In my experi­
ence those reasons include: a fly drift that has drag; using 
a tippet that is too thick, which often causes impercep­
tible drag; and fishing the wrong fly. I put the impor­
tance of these concepts in the Order given. The upstream 
and downstream options that follow, if followed correct­
ly, will remove the first variable— drag on your fly. Tip­
pet and fly selection are then nothing more than a matter 
of mechanics-—trial and error— but neither comes into 
play without the first step—-a drag-free float.

The fishing options offered here do take one thing for 
granted: that you are fishing in waters that offer you the 
opportunity to wade about. Most trout streams do. Even 
in unwadeable waters, you usually have a choice of cast­
ing angles. Choosing one that lessens the need to cross a 
multitude of current lanes will put you way ahead of the 
game.

The Upstream Approach
Ip I had A CHOicigbetween fishing upstream (upcurrent) 
or downstream (downcurrent), I would fish upstream -^ 
always. It is a relaxing way to fish that allows for short 
casting since trout let you approach close to them quietly 
from behind. The upstream-presentation is nearly mis­
take-proof in the sense of spooking trout with an over­
cast. Lastly, because your fly line, leader and fly all land

Upstream presentation. Stand downstream ‘o f feedirfg fish in the fish ’s 
lane. Drop th tflyn m ^ feet in front o f the fistiifjXose. The tippet fa llin g  
over the head o f the fish does not frighten him.
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Downstream presentation. Do not false cast. H fiW  out enough line 
the fish, plus[ari additional six feet. JB ^jC astfour feet upstream
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The practice casts will get you accustomed to the casting 
distance .you can handle under that day’s conditions. 
Once you determined your comfortable range, simply 
put the rest of the fly line where it belongs— in the reel.

At this point I tie a tippet to my leader. I have found 
that on darker, overcast days a 5X tippet does not spook 
a trout, even when dropped over its head. A finer tippet 
such as 6X is a must during sunny conditions; however] 
on flat, slow-moving water I often start with 7X and 
remove that “variable” from the outset. Regardless of 
tippet diameter, I make sure it is at least three feet long, 
since it is really only this thin tippet section I placé over 
the fish.

When ready, simply wade upstream to the point at 
which you can reach the trout with the line you have out 

. pf the reel. A  conservative approach at this point is best, 
for you are simply trying to place the fly just two feet in 
front of the trout’s nose. If your .cast is too short, do not 
take more line out of your reel. Just take one step at a 
time upstream until your fly lands two feet ahead of him .

The cast should be made so it turns oyer while it is 
two feet above the water and the fly flutters down to the 
water. Delicate casts lining the fish with only the tippet 
section of your leader are really the secret of the upstream 
approach.

The upstream approach is a must when fishing to 
trout rising behind logs, rocks or weedbeds— places 
where flies are eddied in and become concentrated.

It is an effective fishing approach when using a 
nymph, either weighted or unweighted, depending on 
what the trout are doing.

When fish are nymphing just below the surface|ÿ o u  
should use an unweighted nymph. Greasing your leader 
and tippet up to six inches of thé : fly helps keep the 
nymph just under the surface. Again, place the nymph

barely two feet in front of the fish, as you would a dry 
fly. When the fish takes, the little wakes made by the 
tippet as it goes under is your indication to strike. How­
ever, of late I have been using a specially constructed 
nymph leader that has a built-in strike indicator. It 
makes nymphing upstream just as visual and enjoyable 
as dry-fly fishing.

Whenever you detect trout flashing deep, usually at 
the head of a pool, they are feeding actively on nymphs. 
I ts  really a hatch” taking place exclusively under water. 
Such times are ideal for the upstream approach. In this 
case, simply use a weighted nymph, attach a small split- 
shot approximately 18 inches from your fly and a strike 
indicator to your leader (about four feet above the fly). 
Make your casts about four feet ahead of where the trout 
are feeding, to give your fly time to sink to the trouts’ 
level, and watch the indicator for strikes. The merit of 
nymphing upstream is that it guarantees that your line, 
leader and fly stay taut. Strikes are then easy to see and 
feel.

The Downstream Approach
T h is  o p t io n  in presentation is handy under a variety of 
fishing circumstances. The most obvious is when the/' 
wind blows downstream and you are better off having 
the wind in your favor than trying to cast against it. 
Sometimes sunlight direction is at such a freakish angle 
it causes even a piece of a fine tippet section to look like 
a thin fiber of glittering glass. Light reflections off the 
tippet often spook a trout if the tippet is cast over its 
head.

The downstream approach has one reputed advantage. 
Since the fly floats downstream ahead of the leader, it is 
the fly the trout sees first. This fly-before-leader issue 
appears to be of great significance to many flv fishers. I
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his lane that you can actually touch the lane with your rod 
tip. (This is important.)

Once in position, do not start false casting. Instead, 
feed out line from your reel and allow the line to float 
downstream. No need to worry; you will not spook the 
trout since your line will straighten out in the lane you 
are standing in. (The trout is feeding in another.) Strip 
enough line from your reel until the fly is parallel to the 
fish’s position. (You now have enough line out to reach 
him.) Now feed out an additional six feet. The extra line 
is for slack, and it should be ready, out of the reel, before 
your first cast to the fish.

The trick now is to cast the fly so it lands barely four 
feet straight upcurrent of the fish, but with a cast that 
turns over while in the air so it develops slack before it 
hits the water. Such a cast is best accomplished by turn­
ing your fly line over while holding the rod tip high. 
The worst thing you can do is to make a cast that 
straightens out like a flat rope, with the rod tip ending 
up near the water. You want a cast that lands imperfectly, 
while the rod tip remains high.

The instant the fly lands on thé water immediately 
drop your rod tip to the surface. If you do so quickly, 
you will create coils of slack just below the rod tip. These 
coils are instrumental for the next step. Now, without 
hesitation, pay out line by quivering the rod tip toward 
the fish to cause the extra fly line in your left hand to 
pay out through the rod and fall in front of the rod tip.

Do not stop paying out line until the fly has drifted 
within a foot of the trout’s position; hopefully, at this 
point you have payed out all the extra line. Stop all 
motion as the fly drifts over the trout.

If the trout takes your fly, you need only set the hook: 
Pick up the slack by raising the rod and simultaneously 
pull the fly line with your left hand.

If the trout does not take your fly, simply wait until 
the fly is past him and the fly line straightens out down­
stream and then start the process over again. Often a few 
good drifts are necessary before flyfish takes your fly.

The reader may be asking himself: How am I suppos­
ed to do all this so rapidly?, 'The slack cast, the dropping 
of the rod tip, and paying out line sequence comes only 
with practice and only then does it become second 
nature.

The most common mistake fly fishers make with the 
downstream presentation is misreading the fish’s land. ; 
You learn to recognize current lanes by first becoming 
aware of them; secondly, by fishing experience. Placing 
the fly much too far upcurrent of the fish is the second 
common mistake. When this happens, a perfect drag- 
free float (usually only five feet long) occurs where it 
doesn’t count, upcurrent of the fish. By the time the fly 
drifts to the fish, it drags and puts the fish down. The 
closer you put that fly in front of the fish (three to four 
feet), the better.

The downstream presentation is not mastered in one 
day. It is.sometimes a must: when a good trout is feeding 
just upstream of a weedbed or rock, when you are better 
off casting with the wind instead of against it, and dur­
ing bright, sunny conditions. It is another tool in a fly 
fisher’s bag of “removing-the-variables” tricks to bring 
you success, in a trout stream.

Using the upstream approach, you can wade much closer to a rising fish 
than, you might think. Wading slowly and carefully close to the fish, is 
crucial to the success o f this technique.

will not argue the point. On rare occasions a fish has 
taken my fly on the very first drift made downstream. 
As many as ten perfect drifts are necessary, however, 
before he takes the fly. The other nine times he saw the 
fly coming at him and the tippet floating over him, yet 
he didn’t spook. If your presentation is well made, either 
downstream or upstream, I doubt that a thin floating 
tippet will spook a good fish.

The downstream presentation is a viable alternative to 
fishing upstream, but not because of the fly-before-leader 
advantage. Downstream presentations are an advantage 
when the wind direction prevents me from fishing 
upstream, or when my tippet reflects too much light 
while in the air, a common case during sunny condi­
tions.

Presenting a fly downstream to a feeding trout also 
involves an understanding of “lanes.” Once again you are 
trying to get into a position (upstream this time) that 
will make it easy for you to drop your fly line, leader, 
tippet and fly to all land in the trout̂ ffeeding- langi the best 
help for a drag-free float.

Step one: get into casting position. This is best 
^cpmplished by wading softly into position from a 30- 
degree upstream angle. During your approach, never 
wade in the trout’s lane, since the debris you disturb will 
surely send him packing when it reaches him.

Wade to a spot 25 feet away from your quarry, this is 
an optimal distance. Make sure you are close enough to



W hen the Baetis flo a t long on 

ch ill days:,, try  a  N o-H ackle o n , -

The Duns 
of Autumn

TOM WENDELBURG

■ a t e  s e a s o n  b r e a t h e s  new  life in to  a stream . Sep­
tem b er and  O cto b er an g lin g  is for t ro u t  th a t have 

been fished all season and  are no t easily fooled th o u g h  
they  feed sp irited ly  w ith  th e  resurgence o f d ay lig h t m ay­
fly  hatches.

Species o f the  g ro u p  com m only  k n o w n ; as B lue- 
W in g e d  Olivfes (genuses o f BaetisM #  1 6  to  # 2 f §  and 
Pseudocloeon, # i$2  and  # 2 4 )  are s tirred  to  ha tch  on, ty p i­
c a l ,c o m fo r ta b ly  cool a u tu m n  days w hen  th e  sun peeks 
in  and o u t o f the  clouds.

A u tu m n  duns characteristica lly  d rift a long  way w hile  
d ry in g  th e ir  w ings, and  in  ch ill or dam p  air they  m ay 
float seem ingly  endless d istances. Even th e  veteran , 
secretive tro u t, sensing  th e  easily cap tu red  flies, fins,on  
station* t ip p in g  up  to  feed as if  re lish ing  each mayfly.

R ivers offer deceptively  concen tra ted  a u tu m n  ha tch  
fishing. N o t all the  mayflies are on the  riffles and eddies. 
You w ill see th em  on b ig  rivers such as th e  D elaw are and

■TOM W endelburg lives in Wales, Wise
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GARY LAFONTAINE

» f l y  f i s h e r m a n  p l a n n i n g  his first trip to Montana 
has expectations. He saves his money and dreams. 

He plays with a collection of maps and dreams. He ties 
flies for months and dreams. Tell this angler that he’s 
going to catch trout measuring 10 to 15 inches and he’ll 
bellow in protest. He expects trophy trout from the 
streams and fivers-—the type of fish that fill his dreams. 

What are his chances of catching a trophy? It depends

on his definition of a big fish. My feeling is that any 
trout over 18 inches long from running water is an 
exceptional specimen. But maybe our angler will only 
be satisfied with fish over 10 inches, 22 inches or 24 
inches. Perhaps he wants one of the giant trout he has 
read about-—one more than ten pounds. Any angler with 
ambitions of ten-pound fish has my sympathies because 
he will almost certainly be disappointed with his catch.

In the autumn, watch the men on the Missouri River 
prepare for a day of fishing. They gather in a little knotGary Lafontaine is the author of Caddisflies.



Spinning and Flaring Hair

Step 1 — Clean and straighten a clump of hair.

Step 2 h - Place the hair over the hook shank
and make two loose thread wraps around

Step 3B - Begin the third wrap by releasing the hair 
and slowly increasing the thread pressure 
on the hair, allowing the hair to torque and 
spin around the hook with the thread wrap, 
Make one or two more tightening wraps.

Good "0ssors. d fine-tooth comb and hair-stacking tool are essential for 
iitcBssful deer-hair work.

Tying Deer-hair Tails

Step 1 — Clean and align a small bunch of stiff 
hair tips.

Step 2 — Lightly tie down the butt ends to the top

Step 3 — While holding and pulling the tips back,
carefully spiral thread wraps snugly around 
the hair, working toward the rear of the 
hook shank. At the hook bend make several 
more wraps to form a tightly bunched tail 
and then wrap the thread back to the 
starting position.

Wrong— Thread is wrapped too tightly, 
making the tail flare too much.

Too much tension



on the stony beach below Beaver Creek. Their breath 
pushes out mist in the morning cold during the story­
telling ritual. Why stories? Everybody has to declare 
how perfect the conditions are— no matter what the con­
ditions-—for a feeding spree. So everybody tells a story 
about a big trout caught on a day such as this. There are 
last Cups of steaming coffee. The anglers march down to 
the river with a final burst of shouting that resembles 
the preparations in a football locker room more than any 
Waltonian musings about a fishing trip. And there is 
nothing lyrical about a full day standing waist deep in a 
strong current thrashing out long casts. But these men 
have to forget each futile strip and retrieve as soon as it 
is finished. They have to believe totally in the next one.

Any fisherman who hasn’t perfected one of the trophy- 
hunt methods—-pounding out 3/0 streamers with a 
shooting-taper, running weighted nymphs through

heavy rips with a sinking line, retrieving surface disturb­
ers all night over big pools— on his home fisheries 
shouldn’t try to learn such specialized techniques on 
strange waters. The methods for super-size trout usually 
mean long hours casting large flies in the hope of hitting 
the rare moment a giant fish decides to eat something. 
These trophy games demand a certain state of mind (or 
meditative mindlessness) from anglers who must have 
total disregard for the odds.

The alternative to pounding up large trout is refine­
ment. A fly fisherman uses the smaller patterns, # 1 2  to 
# 1 6  typically, and the familiar methods of his home 
waters, but catching big, wild trout, so much warier 
than the reckless 10- to 12-inch scooters in a stream, 
means changing approach. And that’s not easy; not easy 
at all for someone unused to fooling large trout with 
finesse.
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Finesse . . .  I

Small flies and standard tactics take large trout for a 
simple reason— these fish feed on the same emerging 
insects as ordinary trout consume. But there’s also a 
simple reason why a fly fisherman, casting and trudging 
along his favorite stream, seldom catches such nice trout. 
The way he approaches specific water dooms him to fish 
within a certain size range, all of his trout falling within 
an unintentionally self-imposed slot limit.

It’s even possible to watch anglers work a stream and 
categorize them— that fellow, he’s going to catch 8- to 
10-inch fish; or that man, his feet have moved the good 
trout and at best he’s going to take 12-inch fish. New 
understandings about the feeding idiosyncrasies of large 
trout can raise the average size of fish caught on any 
stream. And large-trout finesse can be practiced on home 
waters, perhaps best on home waters, where the fisher­
man gets to congratulate himself heartily when he begins 
taking trout two or three inches larger than usual.

Trout switch to a fish-and-crustacean diet when they 
grow over 12 inches. The change in feeding emphasis 
doesn’t totally exclude insects; as a matter of fact , insects 
remain a staple even for larger trout. Measure a trout’s 
stomach contents by the weight of each item and one 
crayfish or minnow balances put many insects, but con­
sider each type of food as a single feeding motion and 
assign each item equal value and a dozen insects repre­
sent a greater chance of catching that trout than one 
crayfish. How long a fish keeps feeding heavily on 
insects ¡¡¡to what size, depends on the richness of the 
stream— in a slow, alkaline environment even a 20-inch 
trout lines up daily to work the hatches.

The difference between small trout and big trout is 
that the larger fish must eat a lot more insects without 
expending much energy. Usually they can do this only 
during a major hatch. Then, with nymphs or pupae 
drifting in the flow and adults riding the surface, big 
trout can choose particular areas in a stream and feed in 
a quick, rhythmic pattern. These areas are as peculiar as 
they are particular, not only serving up great quantities 
of food but protecting these fish from the average angler.

Bank Sippers, Shelf-Tailers
Abnormally large insect eaters work a hatch two 
ways. One feeding style is fairly well-known; the other

is virtually unknown. These trout are called “bank sip­
pers’’ and “shelf- tailers.” The feeding mechanisms are 
entirely different, although both behaviors achieve that 
goal of efficiency. One is much more common (and thus 
more important to fly fishermen).

Bank sippers provide exciting and challenging surface 
fishing on spring creeks . Why not on freestone streams ?. 
On snow- and rain-ted rivers the high flush of run-off 

>e7 and in midSummefTheWater level
are few: "Bank

sippers on freestone streams because there are few^uit-i 
lible banks. But on spring creeks, with their constant
^flow, there are deep slots next to the grassy overhangs.

These bank-side sanctuaries give large trout the 
chance to sip great numbers of surface insects. Make no 
mistake— this is dry-fly or emerger fishing at its best. 
The water against the bank is a buffer zone, a quiet and 
slow corridor that gathers insects spun off from the main 
current. In such protected water trout, sometimes in a 
pack of a half dozen fish, hold comfortably just under 
the surface and with a nodding motion every few seconds 
take insects from on or just under the meniscus (the 
underside of the water’s surface).

Good rivers for bank sippers, although not rare, are 
uncommon enough to attract a loyal following of 
anglers. Take the Henry’s Fork— on any good day there 
are fly fishermen carefully walking the banks, searching 
for the best pods of rising fish. And during any of the 
incredible hatches on that river they find groups of rain­
bow trout, fish between 16 and 22 inches working snug 
to the grass.

In contrast, no one looks for shelf-tailers anywhere. 
TheSFlisFTare in all streams and rivers, freestone as well 
as spring flows. How big they are depends on the basic 
productivity of the water. In a sterile, bouncing stream 
the tailers might be 9-inch brook trout or in a rich,/, 
winding river they might be 22-inch brown trout. But 
wherever they are they will typically be the b jlgest 
irisect feeders in that water.

Why are the banTTsippers tight to the grass? Why are 
the shelf-tailers in open water so shallow that it barely 
wets their backs? These waters give fish easy places to 
hold and concentrations of insects. Same answer for 
both— the only way very large trout can afford to feed 
on insects is in situations providing maximum efficiency.



Shelf-Tailer Feeding
The shelf-tailers work nothing like the bank sippers. 
For one thing, they usually feed on nymphs during a 
hatch, not surface flies. For another, although no more 
difficult to catch,:; they are harder for fly fishermen to 
believe in-f^j phenomenon anglers don’t recognize sim­
ply because they don’t accept the possibility. These trout 
are a rich lode, the key to taking large trout with light 
tackle methods, but so few fly fishermen see them that 
for most they do not exist.

To have shelf-tailers there has to be a gravel shelf. 
Fortunately, all streams have such shelves in abundance. 
Picture a bend in the river—̂ on the outside the current 
accelerates and digs into the far, steep bank, but on the 
inside curve, with weak centrifugal force, the water flows 
evenly over shallow gravel or stones. This shelf slopes 
slowly down until somewhere on the way to the middle 
it breaks sharply into deeper water.

For most of the day a shelf area fulfills the dour expec­
tations ol anglers— it is totally barren. But once a good 
Hatch begins, the trout slide~up~like phantoms from the 

"'"break and^squeeze into the shallows! They lie exposed, 
even*;pn bright days; sidling back and forth, taking 
nymphs easily from the drift. Seldom do these fish tilt 
up to suck in an adult. Any slices or bulges in the surface 
happen when a tail or back creases the current.

Shelf-tailing tro u tfX ^b n  emergiMffympM.

Why the Shallows?
W hat bothered me for a long time about these large 
trout was a missing explanation. Why are they in the 
shallows? Why should such fish abandon the break, 
where hatching nymphs also drift, and come into such a 
perilous area to feed? The reason is efficiency— bigger 
fish leave the safer, deeper water because they can’t gath­
er nymphs quickly enough there.

Along the -deep breakfj| where rising, struggling 
nymphs o r larvae scatter throughout the water column, 
t̂KjjFood spreads from top to bottom, a vertical distri- 
bution of feet. But in the shallows the same number of 
nymphs concentrate top to bottom in only,finches of

_water. It’s this compression of available food that draws
trout into the shelves.

Large fish realize how vulnerable they are in the open 
shallows. Their skittishness, which protects them from 
airborne predators, also safeguards them from fishermen. 
At the first indication of a splashing and crashing angler, 
30 or more feet away, these fish dart back to the deep 
water. They are well outside the spook zone of not just 
clumsy beginners but many true fly-fishing experts.

One friend on a trout-jammed Montana creek certain­
ly wondered about my sudden kneeling and creeping 
approach. In the rowdy spirit of the day he shouted 
advice, but at least this once he stayed back from the 
water, “Don’t cast there. What are you casting there 
for?”

He never saw the fish, a 17-inch rainbow, working in 
inches of current. Maybe such an incredibly fine nymph 
fisherman, who..could catch so many small trout with 
blind prospecting, thought that this was a stray when it 
took the hook. The fish never dissuaded him in the least 
from his cast-and-move routine.

He bulled upstream, tall beside the water, flailing and 
wallowing enough to send every decent trout scurrying 

"out of the shallows? He never saw them either— and 
what should have been a day of 15- to 20-inch trout 
remained a day of tiddlers. It made me feel like a seeing- 
eye dog at a blind man’s convention.

What chance does a fly fisherman have of taking a 
trophy specimen with blind tactics.' Very little. Unless 
TRTcan spot and stalk specific fish, he could work a rich 
river for years without catching a 20-inch trout. But if 
he can master these skills of seeing and approaching fish 
he can target and fool 20-inch trout every day on that 
same water.

Spotting Fish
Spotting fish GE/fs easier with practice— and with 
polarized sunglasses. So few anglers ever try to see them, 
though. They stare at the surface, letting glare become 
a psychological barrier, instead of focusing on the stream 

—bottomTThey look for rises, or else they study the cur­
rents. TIothfine ways to figure out a river, but they 
should scrutinize the patterns of light and dark on the 
bottomjdso.

ATcrout doesn’t show as a complete fish-—head,/tail, 
and“spots. It is a wavering spectre, motion rather than 
embodiment. An angler recognizes a fish by separating 
natural shadows from unnatural shadows; and the higher 
his position, the more directly downward his gaze, the 
easier it is for him to pierce the surface reflections.

The worst mistake the novice makes is trying to locate 
trout while he's moving. The good fish spotter walks 

"with a stop-and-go rhythm, searching the water every 
"Time just betore he steps. He focuses first on the shallow­
est bottom, letting his eyes adjust, and then scans out 
toward the deeper areas.

Fish spotting and fish stalking are inseparable skills. 
An angler never sees trout if he flushes them before they 
are in visual range. Even in flat water a careful fisherman, 
moving and casting, should have a spook zone, the dis- 
tanceJie^can^Lpproach working trout from behind, with- 

l^ fe e t.m
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Flies or Lures? Bai t f ish patterns th a t take big fish

Heresy at the Vise
LARRY DAHLBERG

A lmost 20 years AGO, when I first started using Flash- 
abòu streamers, I could not convince the fly fisher­

man I guided to tie gaudy new flies on their lines. “Looks 
more like a Christmas tree ornament,’or “too much 
flash,” were common reactions. The less polite laughed 
out loud.

In truth, as the elderly ladies and little kids I guided 
could testify, sometimes the Flashabou streamers were 
almost as effective as worms.

When I made my first Dahlberg Divers 15 years ago 
the reaction was pretty much the same from the old 
guard. I can remember handing an early Diver to the 
late Lew Jewett in an attempt to produce some bass for 
a film we were shooting. His reaction was, “Larry, I 
believe most of your malarky but if you think I’m going 
to tie that thing on in front of a camera you’re out of 
your mind!”

Many of the flies I tie are not created to imitate some 
specific food that fish feed on. Often I am inspired by 
successful design variations in lures. When I developed 
the first flies using Flashabou I was simply trying to 
imitate a Mepps spinner. The first Dahlberg Diver was 
an attempt to create something liq u id  cast with my fly 
rod that would duplicate the diving-sliding-resurfacing 
action of many highly^effective musky “jerk-baits” I had 
made.

What matters most to me is not what the flies look 
like but whether they catch more fish than the ones I 
have been previously using; My mòtto is “Let the fish 
decide.”
Larry D ah lberg , originator of the Dahlberg Diver and other 
successful fly patternŝ Klives in Grantsburg, W isest

Are these creations flies, or are they lures? When fish­
ing with them are you most effective using a fly rod and 
fly line, or would the results be better with spinning 
gear? These phoney “minnows” don’t fly off on the back- 
cast or hit you in the head more often than any other 
flies. In fact, unless they are loaded with lead, there’s no 
way they can be cast with anything but a fly rod. They 
sure aren’t insects and they’re not tied like old-fashioned 
streamers, but they’re still flies in my book.

Minnow Flies
The first minnow-type flies that rose to popularity 
were the By ford Zonker and the Janssen fry flies. Both 
flies are tied on relatively long-shanked hooks and use 
reflective mylar tubing for a body. The Zonker has a 
rabbit-strip dorsal which tapers back to a short tail. The 
fry flies are painted to look like specific forage fish. Both 
are deadly fish catchers.

A year or so ago, while developing flies for Lake Mich­
igan’s alewife- and smelt-eating monsters, I began exper­
imenting with various flies to imitate shiny, deep-bodied 
baitfish. When I attempted to create a four-inch alewife 
with the largest available mylar tubing, the flies ended 
up looking more like four-inch-long, chrome pencils. 
Tubing in as large a diameter as I needed was simply not 
available.

While the problem of the small tubing and the ale- 
wife/smelt flies was on my mind,4  received an envelope 
in the mail from fly materials guru Tom Schmuecker, 
owner of Wapsi Fly Materials Co., Mountain Home, 
Ark. fgsorry, dealers only), containing some small tubing 
braided out of pearl rather than silver or gold.



Low Cost-High Quality Fly 
Tying Supplies, Tools & Net Kits 

One of Our Specialties:

Deluxe 
ZJLJNet Kits

Walnut-Ash frames 
Inlaid Cherry handles

f Nylon nets
I French snaps

', | Instructions

IS 'B a c k -P a c k  s ize  $18.50 
21"La rge r s j z e ^ — $19.50.

/e >  Add $ 2 .0 0  for Postage \

P.o. Box 1344  
Camming,Georgia 30 13 0

FLY FISHING and 
D U D E R A N CH  VACATION

In addition to our own stream, reserved 
for you, we offer Montana’s famed Madi­
son and Gallatin. Yellowstone Park’s 
Firehole and Gibbon. Many, many more. 
A true western dude ranch—excellent 
food and authentic Western accommoda­
tions: catering to fly fishermen and giving 
superb riding and fun to the rest of the 
family.

Walt and Shirley Butcher — Mgrs.
PARADE REST RANCH 

STAR ROUTE BOX 30 
WEST YELLOWSTONE, MONT. 59758 

TEL. (406) 646-7217

We are a Full Service 
Shop servicing Long 

Island and the 
New York City Area 

with the finest in 
Fly Fishing Supplies 

Since 1978
All the Best,

:VclI & Lauren.Antonic^ci
19 GLEN HEAD RD.
GLEN HEAD, N.Y. 11545(516) 676-0087j 

SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG 
We’re ori Long Island’s North Shore

Finesse . . .
Continued from Page 51

There are basic aspects of good stalk­
ing:

Reflections. Tackle that reflects sunlight 
has no place on a trout stream. Rods with 
shiny finishes * the flat sides of bamboo, 
the worst offenders, wave likl|3 warning 
flags. Reels of polished metal flash like 
hand ‘mirrors, never making up for the 

"fish they frighten, no matter how well the 
rods are constructed.

Shadows. The angler has to avoid throw­
ing jfj shadow over the fish. The sudden 
blockage of the sun, either by body or fly 
line, sends trout fleeing from attack. Most 
fishermen.; know enough to keep their own 

"shadow off the target water, but they for­
get about the fly line, false cast too much, 
and send a series of warning streaks~o~ver 
the entire^poolI

Color!Camouflage. The 1 actual colors an 
angler wears are secondary. Trout see 
enough shades and huesg^blue sky, white! 

Lclouds, green leaves— to accept any addi­
tion to the scenery, but a mix of colors^i' 

¿camouflage pattern, helps hide a fisher­
man by breaking up the solid outline.

Height. Midgets have a tremendous 
advantage in fly fishing. People of ordi­
nary height have to get low, as close to the! 
ground or water as possible, by hunching, 
squatting, kneeling, or Crawling on their 
bellies. :|They should genuflect anytime; 
they spot a trout, both out pf Jreverence 
and bashfulness. They should stand 
behind a bush or tree if they want a high 
vantage point for spotting fish.

Knglfr Position'. , The best way ten 
^.approach a trout is from directly behind 

/him, ‘in the blind spot, where a careful 
D angler can sneak within a few feet of his 

fish.(From any other direction the fisher­
man should stay as far away from the trout 
as possible, *

Movement. The fisherman could wear the, 
most garish g|othes, throw a body shadow 
on the water, and sparkle with metal trin­
kets,, but unless he moves he weffi’t spook 
trout. As long as he stands absolutely still 
he will be accepted as part of the scenery.

Movement indicatesulife to fish. Quick 
movement means attack. For a fisherman 
stalking trout there; has.'to be a compro­
mise between immobility and hastdtvThe 
trick is to moy^smoothly, fading/into the 
natural background of shifting light by 
avoiding suddennc|s^S

Vibration!Underwater Smooth, bal­
letlike movement (ever try to look grace­
ful in baggy rubber pants?) is not only less 
obtrusive along the trout stream but also 
less noisy. Much more-subtle disturbances' 
than rocks Slumping under water and 
ground shaking- on the bank alert fish to 

'^danger, both by^sounS which travels.
much faster through water than» air, and 

■|:g|d brat ion.
fifCBntinued ohit Page 12,

The

HMH
vise

IN THE FINEST OF 
FLY-TYING TRADITIONS
A standard of excellence for nearly 

a decade
interchangeable jaws and bases 

impeccably machined 
Full rotation  
Made in USA

LIFETIME GUARANTEE!
S e e  t h e  HMH V ic e  a t  y o u r  

d e a le r s  o r  w r i t e  f o r  b r o c h u r e .

Angling Specialties 
Box 6, Lethbridge 

Alberta, Canada T1J3Y3 
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Gene Miller Fly Fishing Supplies
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Pleasant Valley CT 06063 
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Fullerton, CA 92633 
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New Boston, NH 03070 
603-487-3388

The complete Angler
8255 S. Holly St.

Littleton, CO 80122 
303-694-2387

The Complete Angler Ltd.
19 Salisbury Sq.

Old Hatfield, Hertfordshire 
Great Britain AL95BE 

07072-73104

a n g lin g  p ro d u c ts, in c .
116 Pleasant Ave, Upper Saddle River, NJ 07458 

201-825-0967



Fly Fishing 
video Previews

See what you've been missing. When 
you purchase a blank Scotch® Brand 
Professional High Grade VHS T-120 
or Beta L750 video cassette for only 
$6.95, we'll record onto the cassette 
previews of some of the best fishing 
videos available.. .FREE! This program 
will help y ou decide which video 
cassettes you would like to purchase 
or rent-by-mail. Once you've watched 
the program, it's yours to keep and use 
as you would any high quality blank 
video cassette.
m  VHS m  Beta . . . . . . . . . . .  $6.95
«F R E E  catalog of over 200 

hard-to-find vidoes, available for 
rent-by-mail or purchase.

H i  would like information on your 
simplified rental plan with lifetime 
membership, lower rental fee, and 
postage paid return shipping.
We have all of the fly fishing videos.

■HUF/y F ish in g  V ideo M a g a z in e  ( Issu e  #1) $69.95 
w jm F ly  fii'sH in g , a n  In tro d u c tio n  $49.95
B B jF /y  C a s tin g  (M e l K rie g er) $79.95
W S & N y m p h in g  W ith G a ry  B o rg e r (3 M ) $59.95
W m F I^ F is h in g  fo r  T ro u t (3 M ) $79.95
B p is ^ in g  th e  D ry  F )y (3 M )  $79.95
M m T y in g  T ro u t F lie s  (3 M ) $79.95
H B how to  T ie D ry  F lie s  (O rv is ) $69.95
H l r h e  D ry  F ly  (3 M ) $69.95
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Finesse . .

h  H mm
A successful stalk, always important for 

trout success but absolutely critical for 
¿hallow-water finesse, means every­
thing— it makes the fishing methods 
effective. The angler, using an unweight­
ed, matching nymph, creeps as close as 
possible and flips the fly above the fish-7- 
once, twice, three times, lifting the rod 
high, often with only the leader touching 
the water. He can drift the nymph pre­
cisely down the feeding lane every time, 
proximity fostering both delicacy and 
accuracy.

Don’t expect to become a hero to all by 
catching large trout with finesse. Fellow 
fly fishermen forgive the trophy hunter, 
with his specialized tactics of huge 
streamers or fast-sinking lines, clucking 
with praise over the monstrous trout but 
understanding also the hours and discom­
fort that such fish cost, and they can add 
when describing this type of prowess, 
“But you have to be crazy to go through 
all that.”

There is nothing mystical about catch­
ing large trout with finesse. The separate 
skills, in proper sequence, simplify the 
complete task. An angler has to recognize 
the kinds of hatches that bring big fish 
into the shallows, but that awareness 
makes it easier for him to spot trout. Once 
he sees a fish, the stalk, whether a success 
or a failure, becomes a training drill; he’ll 
learn by the trout’s reaction what does or 
doesn’t flush fish. You gain an advantage 
over any trout you can approach and cast 
to at close range.

One way to make a fly-fishingbeginner 
awafe~oF phantom trout is to grvehini no 
more than 15 feet ofTSv line an aa  nirie- 
foot leader. W ith his casting restricted to 
25 feetli?has no choice but to study the 
close-in water; and that line and fly land- 
ing so near to him unconsciously^ forces 
delicacy of presentation. The experience 
trains him to work carefully in every 
potential holding spot around him instead 
of spoiling water by over-reaching his 
visual range.

The same exercise convinces experi­
enced fly fishermen that shallow water 
feeding is a fact on their favorite rivers. 
Such trout represent a different philoso­
phy for these anglers— instead of domi- 
nating the fishery at a distance they have 
to accept their place in it. In time they 

“lose that rah-rah mentality of fly fishing 
~"and~ adopt the patient, even idyllic

approach (wasuTt- just
even 

coincidence that
Izaak Walton, with no reel for his fishing 
was lim ited to a 2 5-foot casting_area?).


