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Perhaps
continued to
was from the southernmost tropi i ela HOENE steamy
West Africa or SHE ] Wa 13 )i Sl o) within the paln
tree zone, all the same. ared m: husiasm for a summer

escape to the Rocky Mountains. Not that she had ever been

We just talked a lot about high country, e conversations

prompted her to acquire an alpine trousseau. et hellellothiing

was, in my opinon, fetching, but she did not believe me when

told her everything it would
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full responsibil

Traceept
I am guilty, as charged, of telling her that
paradise, and should have added that paradise is never easy to
-

byiel imblingt ever lapesslivithia pack Sonly out

are some guardian angels with little pointy noses,

what happened next, you have to be aware
bears, or mosquitoes in
(as any Irishman
them mythic creatures, terrifyi

—anr ol
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Ll IAHE el el notgﬁﬁ:jzﬂﬁﬁb¢ed ol e al fojis al bzt
big enough to be t ifying without help.
creature like
Every tin tried to explai 3 1= Ml Ty o 8 ol to ask about the

ea
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she wore a fetching pair of
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shorts, thereby making her legs a mosquito cafeteria. (Did you

everitry itel telllwour wite what towear?) She ds'about a foot

shorter than me, which normally means that Liwialkia'guarten of a

it
mile and then sib'on a rock to wait till she catches up. That
was motivated by her first mosquitoes.
pass, leaving me s dlsbianer elilc
up
nettin
evening chill ha

of them, P,

The mountains are The good news

was that we saw no bears or

us do time in the humid lowlands because
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high west because that's where the trout are, [and the big

game e dmciibalic iiadicNe N g rouse;

forefathering,
Wagde ) un

out conveniently, so we migeste. This

When our forefathers were

a privilege when you don't have
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ub you feel odd, at flret, and maybe gullty
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kies and green woods for sharp-edged

mountains keep their
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ali flats and
IglorEtis dinigp-iaie alioilale ; ent | Joibhatejis with

1ing else do
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elk. The uplands of

H

Mind you, 1" am not promis shing, hunting, and

hiking than you have at home. is what you enjoy most,

familiar thﬂgs. ;veryone
who travels
—wWayHEa o an o LiEtis, technical 1y,
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LS st 3 unset

Montanaiss Falr:
pper Missouri in

not help making comparisons with my journeys on
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rivers.

graned,; Wisihc

varied voices of
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oLuc¢491rus,

wildernes interrupted
howling of the the buffaloes,
the screaming of the crows. ailrie scarcely

living creature, except now then he

wolves. These
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carrying ten points on

st e il

With all those trees

there wasn't,

birds and mamma refe i the grasslands.

produced the 1ad | S¢ e licamiin e rellic o tile st ol < o S|
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re are g ( il e lelre D& K where 1t rains new and then
i

== I : I 5 the moistu comes

as snow, S ' at is caught by the mountains.

"t he best fertilizer," as farmers used. to €c
plants all winter and then recedes gradually
SllcweitilchE Bo ) summits, melt—-water THellshrinagsinihan)
in the

winter's

eanring creek in the wvailes

about
plains are interwoven, isolated
there. We arc ; 'he Alj and the Andes are not like that.
Ehesclpanciediva s windi throuc the Rocky Mountains are
milne rcls rile

produce more of




gone and things smell fresh. I 1S , at
how to simmer with dignity, but dry-roasting is a new
not imagining things. High-altitude sun does &
il different way. You need to change your defenses,
with v clothesi Vol wouldewerry 1 ntl itivelbyiabalt
winter, but cold air is much the same everywhere because
cannot hold much humidity. The wet and dry ways of gettin
are different. T don't think I1've ever seen them explained
Wileny el o et to gl S onic dallsseac
summer day in bhumid country, your problem is
cannot rid itse of the hes e rates That's because sweat
@Fimei sture. W ou
load by wea
like shorts. All o
lesigned to
R diavicetn Emyit helpreiicn
You still generate some of your
ar gain Erom the 1filtered s When you step out

L
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ade of a tree, you £fi inste C O E MR

Vieulm o in ol miciic SiT o A b e e S Ele tie 1 avorite high—altitude

1 a

sStredm, 50 ol ca rnyEv el oW Ssiidae. eliSeientliseiciggesitslitian
developed large brains because the sun damaged sO many

brain cells during hot-weather hunts. This evolution, however,

took millennia. You Ehavelit ime it o w ail CilE @ rim a Eu rall

acenmen e ilic ools i SO wWe v

straw one liketthe cowbeys wear. It sceé




anything except a kid throwing rocks, s0 you learn to crawl. You
getit noutRorcomtfortibutiperhapsine N bek e
Yellowstone evening makes another point about dry
if you are sweating and
osquitoes all de you may have to do the same all
night. Hot in the high country. Beat that comes from direct
solar gain swings with the sun. In the Rockies, the summer
temperaturelcommenlvidirepsiEh it Eviioriforbyiidegre csiioniatie llea
night, and most nights are clea DIl P Al @@l sl S G
Wilnd R e it On ia iLfoylale nhzale 1€ On the east coast,
a summer night is about half as great, and
raincoat more than a
You may hear that you should let your eyes cope in
way, without sunglasses. If you were not already wary of
telling you about nature's way, get suspicious now. The
eye protection because Yves St. Laurent made

spectacles hi BrauieihE 1 rotected eyes red

itchy. Same with unprotected skii is per Vel sE sl

—

ried brains, but faster.
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YOU Call &4 B0 avolid Iacure DY K LN @RI
environment with you. Last summer a car with California plates
ittle pond where I was smelling swamp and
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stood there llogoking boredandiweatehed

fhe lcar Mhctman shoulldered iilstcameerde

it up to'the car by an umbilical cord.
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carefully while ¢

compres SO

down and looked at




[iketidecEors, SOl i she give advice without taking
humidity into account. I know a beginning fisherman in the east
who was persuaded to spend big money for sunglasses even before

owned waders. His new specs would have been good for Montana:
they had photochromic lenses with real glass surfaces. I, at
glasses in the east. Photochromic lenses
ckly, but they take a long time to ligh imdeliomn:

When I walk into the shadow with them, I can't see the fish. The

thing under humid skies is a pair of plastic polarizing
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clip-ons. These cheap lenses can be flipped up without delay. But
don't provide enough protection in the west, except on the

dark day.
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ITf there is anyone that I have not insulted, let me know
Feolconnheatithclemdlis s ilonaithwolidmiilceft of giet Sy o n

@t yiou teake a look. |

climate and escape
were
the place out conveniently

the geese,

Mind vou, this is not a complaint, Flying is &8 privilege

when you don't ha feathers. And when you're grounded, the
fishing near home is 1 anyhow, becaus sou're prepared for
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You know how t




you are planning to make Ehectiriip) ithelclanclsone
you might like to i nils b et sk oW e el SiticuRme 1
comfortably, but not the Missouri. Europe
museumss InlEurope  youlget (cu

mature Ishocky

;e

will not speak to you of comEcrt.
anywhere; a dude ranch in Montana has the
numb television as & resort in Pennsylvania.
flaccid thing. The lowlands are for comfort;

for stress. ]
Laws made in Washington still assume that big Douglas
ey are, given four hundred

without acid rain, greenhouse effect, fire suppression, Or

grazing) .

was cut up to
-bowl, the dams, the
Easterner - imagine what would
when native sod was turned wrong-side-up by a pl¢
"he national vou might suppose thatiwestern

cucongey, e wlic treec ard tecreat lonhese

resources are land,

are all derivative. The fundamental western resource is water

vou wouldn't think of that if you live where




Mind you, e St DY Lo no better when left to
our own devices. We find i e to hit a compromise between
wilderness areas and O jrazing. We waste tons of topsoil
grow every bushel of the wheat we can't sell. We get rich
out or go broke and ask for help. We grow too lazy

start hunting from pickup trucks. We have more rivers, fish,

game than anyone else, so we squabble over them. We are good at

~

fighting and bad at negotiating.

B

The from humid country descends from farmers —-
moderate, tolerant, skeptical, down-to-earth. The Constitution is
our national law * but could only have evolved in the ea
is intense, heedless,* believing,
cowboy is our national hero but could only have evolved in
west.

You ‘haviel that 'strange het/cold, idev/wet, high/low,;

country to get used to.

The high west is a mi re of heaven and t
where else, but the angels have not quite lost the fight
You ought to have a look while there is still time.
In the lowlands. the air 1is wet but the streams
every summer. Mountain air is d: but the streams
i lowla - ams ¥ varm. Humid skies act like a

greenhouse, letting the sun's rays t ough to heat the earth and

water but then hinering the outward [longwave]l] radiation of heat.




@llearmountaln ailr il eks i vat Naxr radiate into the

atmosphere at night. t temperat noist, ocean—-influenced
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climates are good, especially if the terrain is steep. Applies to
Britain, Ireland, some other parts of Europe, New Zealand,

o

Tasmania, and Patagonia. Per Ray White's Wisconsin publication.]

aching explains why the Rocky Mountains, strictly
are not very fertile. The Indians who lived in the
impoverished because game preferred the plains. When

rids were wiped out a century ago, the'elk retreated to

mountains -~ but they return to the plains in winter if they

e

During hot weather in the Atlantic states, L[or example, you
prefer visors -- not hats -- so that sweat can evaporate from

{(a major heat-producer).

The thin ai 13§ her conseqguences. When you show the
slides you took in Yellowstone Park together with those you took
during a lowland summer, t aiE e wi il mud

on your lens. Pictures taken through

and L EUlNEe El sharplico lor s,

and use
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mountain sun - with no humid air to filter it pounds

yvou as brightly & a2 camera.
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