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ANOTHER TIME AND PLACE

Spring begins where you would least expect it.

Montana, as every fisherman knows, is bound

River on the east, the Beaverhead River on the west, Memor]
Labor The Montana

and summer.

broader. vernal

warm valley between cold mountains.

river called the Bitterroot runs down

a2 bigiinubbert boalt it idrifE stipasitibeuldens
the looks of the country, might have rolled a mile down from

Trapper Peak. My fly floats on clear, low water

prettiest thing since the world thawed out.

downstream a trout-snout 1l ol o)

no splash, no noise, no waste motion. 0Old brown trout are

efficient like the boat are only human so on our
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there is frantic reeling and rowing

up on shore while

hands and rock

the bow seat

strekesie S altliong s rod,
of year when he really wants to f£ish.
Montana has not

a nglers know about, and

all anglers know about, but also the spring fishing at nobody

c

kilows abeut. i'there arel solfew tourists around inAprilt that dohn

is reduced to fishing th other guides and with local characters

emerging from hibernatio like me.
This is 1r reward for surviving January, an
the mountains. aving made January what it was,
around and give us paradoxical early-spring fishing.
sometimes earlier. When I lived
mid=April
New' York. Opening

and deep nymphs. It was better than not

Crout-noses sticking up out of

ifferences [ 'refer here not tol the

31

relief fel ¢ YV anglier sisswhi el s

>

the same everywhere,
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but to the difference in elevation between mountain-top and

vaililley i floor, which 1s gredter in the Reckies. My first iCrout's

= D

altitude than the
valley

gets @i (@it Senalinie nar little summer, before the

peaks warm enough to pour snow-melt inf the river.

follow this low-water spring to other streams, enjoying one while

another is high and muddy. The Bitterroot hapens to be first on

cicuit for reasons that become clear' when veu drive dewn to
is down, unless you thread yvyour way into the
passes there is winter,
cars with ski-racks ivulets narrow with ice. As you drop, the
snew thimsyibutdnot muech: - ends abruptly where mountains level
into valiley floor. Down here cliffis push into the river and

ponderosa pines crowd as close as they can. This valley is all

edges and masses and snug. There is no big sky, no emptiness.

There is green grass at a ift's edge. There are buttercups

popping from roadside banks and aspens flirting their catkins.

=

Wood ducks are squealing through the cottonwoods, geese are

=

honking from every field, and John Adza is pacing around

wondering what is taking his guest so long.
¥

y the time John got me organized, two other guides had

joined us. They floated the stream behind our boat, giving me
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first shot at the water, though everyone else deserved it more.

Chris Pagnell rowed the second boat while Dave Odell cast. Dave

ey . s

a1 vegetation,

wore a short-sleeved shirt infested with Lt

making the poir ihe it s Tropical Montana. The rest of us

1

became believers. We peeled flannel as the temperature climbed to

the mid-seventies, and we caught trout: mostly browns, some

rainbows. The bigges yas twenty inches long on a non-stretch

steel tape,meastTe. e below fourteen. The trout jumped

1

high, pulled hard, made seasoned guides yelp and groan.
Guides should not be allowed to enjoy themselves so much.

Violates the Code of the West. Fun is my department.

Time 5 when guides were were grizzled codgers. You could

=2

depend on a guide to spit tobacco juice in the water when you

=

a4

tiediontafly e fwoul d tadmit ' te being ' nenpluseds (notin

e

precisely that language) when a trout was stupid enough to eat

feathers. For lunch he would serve fried meat. Nowadays John Adza

1

serves sandwiches of smoked salmon with chilled white wine. He
President of an association of western Montana river guides and

has two college degrees. All of his associates seem to 1 EUE

e C VU \ O

> =
least one, which may account for theig/géﬂ/behavior. Dave keeps
——

statistics, for example./Whea—I-wanted to Know how spring
{

—_
I

Ishing
e — el

1 - )

compared with that-duritgthe restofthesear,\he told me that

enly ten'‘percent of thisiguided: float  trips are in the spring, but

~

they produce fifty percent of the trout over eighteen inches.
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(if I remember freshman algebra) that chances of

nine times 1 > in the spring than

The Bitterroot River has a spring-

stonefly named Skwala parallela in Latin and nothing

particular in Engli The name lends itse]f ey lenzdieyy Joiulie
| AA.o AP . In o /\‘ \), 1
i —mrerety—anr—odd Social

useless wings and must crawl around
the larger, long-winged females. These,
all the risks. ey swim out from
and are carried downstream near shore,
content paddilingWaround tlkbke it tillefbeait s ainthieiwa e r s P

1

that the insects could travel miles downstream, except for the
LrelE PileElneRt ol ros e tiiamEoi it rou BN EoNa T el Bl EeiE il o oy

~ing carried downstream one at a time. This is another way
in which Montana is compensated for a winter that is (to be

frank) stressi to banana trees.

A

to believe that sueh—s—perfect angler's insect
)

exiisitslior that Wit d oc s it e anisl svive sl cpifla @it ew il o

the Skwalas cviidenelestmpu tithemliinteolalclearicolut iontinta

ylass vial, preserving them forever.

The artificial fly that worked was, of course, an
.

imitation Skwala. (Just be be contrary, L tried other

not work.) The imitation had to be fished like the real
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too. Once in awhile we would see a rising fic get out of the

boat, and catch it. But drift-boats and Skwalas were made for

ach other. The boat lets you cover miles

casts, building suspense, waiting for trout'sgnecb

S /x ;b A + AR g ©
b s TR gty | o g Y 'a / | N
gerenely bencath the fake dnsect, : ™ | i
& () } WV} /r—@"‘
j‘)\:\ ,“‘ s

When vou go have to make—sa—rew cast, you want to fire the
fly back to the trout-—-zone as quickly
foot of shoreline.
that s heavier than average
or six-weight. Then vou use a ti stout enough to
fly from an occasional grabby alder. You use a rod of
-- long enough to keep the fly above the guide's ears
backcast, most of the time.
Guides learn to row with their heads down, though. John
that the ideal guide fi size 5 et and a
people to laugh. About rivers, however, he
the blood that keeps Montana alive. For a fly

on living rivers he wants wings of som real: hair

lives even after its owner dies Magic ou need
They rise for the fly because
They can feel it.
believe it bec > I feel it too. There are witnesses. One

)

happened, the weather

b [
A

morning, after an hour when nothing had

chanaged s’ 11 ot evand T el T thel thing, Wlosaid 80 .to. Chrigs Lt wes

b}
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bow—-gunner's seat and he rose three

are not all spring-like and there are
> be made if you do not wish to tempt fate. Exg

xpect

1coa s Expect
above

the
itasiE ciarel el bl walllll Sitoye

cloudy from snow-melt one

day when the
the middle of April. When it

crocuses bloom
RIS

in
o PO R
nappens,
other'streams where the run-eff will not start ti

remember that there are

s Smon 2h

Sonz o] L

an ideal time to sleep out under the
They have a way of turning flaky after midnight, making

ct ara
oldlde

Y. oul

Bilttenroot

5 run
for your Violkswagen and wait for dawn in its back seat. I s

and since I had a good

The river ran near enough to the

sound, then wake up and rush out
s

wastgbillall ‘right. Lt wag. You know aboult
vesterdays ]

when you should have been fish

ing. I was in time
thelvesiterdays,  though' THget ' there late, én April 13,
"There," on the map, was Hamilton, Montana, heart of the
banana belt. cll-ordered town.

There are motels and good

service station with

a big lot where
boom-=-boxes on werm April nights. They do not




Time and Place

Another

have anywhere else to dance. On

1

fly shops, which is two more than t

Washington, D.C., when I was living

keep our priorities straight.

One of the prioritie

he mountains freom thietbow of

the same river twice but you can float

a long time. Oars drip beads

o1

Long rods paint yellow lines

to rise, ignoring the killdeers

gravel, voices merging with

=
~ N T i
move L_)_\/,

filloattime ) in

3

clenlinivaliesal (©E

the other I

through clear
blue

that

PrRepe

andithercfare " Ewo

e tclwie o RNl eH

g

there. Here in Montana we

a new geason wedge into

disiEESbeativioulcadnn e tis EepiintEe

on top of the same one for

diateliclcariwater,

skies. EReUE

flutter from every point of

of current. Mountains

in place, preserved,
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More Information

xlm n% the Skwala stoneflies

week intMarch, Count on them Hing is'likely

te be! idn the first week thetBlttercoot

run-off begins, usually between April 7 and 15.

14

Transportation: Guides will pick up at Missoule

may wish Eeo rent a car. If yvou plan te steop by other Mentana
rivers after the Bitterroot, Bozeman or Billings may be more
convenient for the outbound f1

Regulations: one reason why s so little known

that it was not legal on the Bitterr e Ll e ece it vl AT

Proutumust

llothiima: soles.

Montana

uides: Make reservations early . John Adza of Catch

(an asociation of ~ guides) at ¢ 82 =i 84 A%

Heodaimetit il for the Bitterroot River Lodge.

B s
guide
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Explain why I

A

collersiarendrdlb

kept it short & atmospheric. Want more

Check Adza




