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Wendy Schweizer

This woman/dog team is serious about birds.

Birds matter, to a 29-year-old biologist named Wendy 
Schweizer. She studies them all year, hunts them while the Oregon 
season lasts, and cooks them with care. Wendy's best friend is a 
pointing dog named Cisco, and both of them make time for the 
important things in life by avoiding television and malls. When I 
asked Wendy where she shops, she mentioned bookstores and a place 
in Maine that sells vintage shotguns.

I wondered how Wendy broke the mold before it squeezed her 
into turn-of-the-century pop culture. She mentioned the influence 
of Dr. Steven Herman at Evergreen State College in Olympia, 
Washington. He earned her respect as a professor of ornithology, 
so when she learned that he was a hunter, she started thinking.
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Wendy had been a vegetarian for ten years, but she dined on 
the first duck she shot. Today she also eats venison, beef from 
rancher friends, trout, and the birds that Cisco points. Those 
taste best of all.

Wendy has been hunting for six years now. She has acquired a 
vintage Parker double with chokes that are a little too tight, a 
Belgian double that fits her well, and a Browning pump gun that 
she got from her father for ducks. There has not been as much 
waterfowl hunting, however, since Cisco teamed up with Wendy. The 
pup likes Chukar partridges better.

Cisco is a small female of a breed called the braque 
d'Auvergne, from the province of Auvergne in central France.
Looks like a German shorthaired pointer with the color pattern of 
a Dalmatian. That happens to be the perfect coat for a pointing 
dog -- easy to see under all conditions, cool, and short enough 
to shed burrs.

Wendy intended to give Cisco more training but, well, the 
pup just got into wild birds and figured out what to do. If you 
think pointing dogs are lazy about retrieving, you ought to see 
Cisco scamper for chukars that fall far down the mountain. In 
minutes, the dog does what would take a human all afternoon. And 
last fall, when two Labradors gave out in the heat, Cisco fetched 
all the birds for a party of dove hunters. Loved every minute of 
it. Wendy loves every minute of Cisco, I think.

Something about Wendy reminded me of an old photograph, but 
the image did not come into focus till later. The subject was a
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woman holding a double-barreled shotgun and a duck. She was my 
favorite grandmother, hard to recognize because she was young and 
dressed in riding breeches, which must have been daring at the 
time. The picture would have been taken during the nineteenth 
century. Wendy Schweizer makes me feel better about prospects for 
the twenty-first.

Additional Information
1. Wendy has no idea what she spends on hunting and fishing 

but says that it's almost nil, except for gasoline. She has no 
local shop but bought a gun at New England Arms, Box 278, Kittery 
Point, Maine 03905. (207-439-0593)

2. Photographs: Wendy's are all in storage. She'll try to 
get someone to take a good Fujichrome and send it. She would also 
have no objection if we were to send a photographer.)

3. To reach Wendy, leave a message at 503-383-9007^ I have 
met her only over the telephone.
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