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September 1, 1977

Following data supplied by Mrs. Datus E. Proper(Alice) of San Antonio, Texas

Wm. Sedgwick (1585-1630) B o m  and died at Woburn, England.

Robert Sedgwick (1590-1656) Born in Woburn, England; was the first 
to come to New England as an Officer in the British Army, Served 
as a Major General under Oliver Cromwell, and later as Governor 
of Jamaica, where he died. He had one son,

William Sedgwick, born 1633 J educated at Boston; married Elizabeth 
Stone of Hartford, Conn. He died at sea returning to America 
from Jamaica, leaving a son

Samuel Sedgwick (1667-1735)» who married Mary Hopkins. They had 
eleven children, one of whom was

Joseph Sedgwick, born 1697, who married Ruth Smith. They had seven 
children, one of whom was

Samuel Sedgwick II (1725-1793) who married Deborah Higgins. They had 
fourteen children, one of whom was

Samuel Sddgwich III (1754-1828) who married Anna Steele, They had five 
children, one of whom was

Hiram Sedgwick (1789-1833), who married Polly Beckwith. They had four 
children: Datus E. Sedgwick (1812-1898); kin, Sedgwick (1315-1905);
Mary (1829-1898); and Caroline*(1831-1878)*

Mary Sedgwick (1829-1898) married Lewis Proper (1820-1907), One son was
Datus D, Proper, D.D, a leading clergyman of the Northern Baptist Church, 

(Baptist minister and missionary)
Datus D. Proper/(1844-1922) married Ellen Dodds and they had five children 

of whom one was

Edwin Sedgwick Proper (1868-1932) who married Elizabeth Burton. They 
had one son

Datus Edwin Proper (1896-1965) married Alice Althea Agee. They 
had no children.

* All the following notations wer added by William G, Proper as of Sept. 1, 1977
* Caroline Sedgwick married Obadiah Proper (1826-28? to 1880?) and they

had nine? children, the youngest Carlton Chase Proper (1871-1956)
■»•Caroline and Mary Sedgwicttf who were sisters, married Lewis and Obadiah 
Proper who were first cousins.

Carlton Chase Proper (1871-19560 married Emily Glisan and they had four 
children all still living: Carlton Chase Proper 1900 - , Margaret Ann 
Proper (1902 - , William Glisan (1905 - » and Robert Norway (1909 - .

William Glisan Proper married Marjorie Carryer (1909 - and they had five 
children: Datus Carryer Proper (1934 - , Rosemary Glisan Proper (1937 - , 
Caroline Chase Proper (1941 - » William Everett Galbraith Proper (1944 - , 
Carl Lockridge Proper (1945 - ♦

(re e  0yev-")



Datus Carry«r Proper (1934 - married Irene Wencl and they had one son 
Datus Lockridge Proper (1963 - . By a. second marriage to Anna Collins 
Datus Carryer Proper had a son Scott Collins Proper (1976 - •



Tuesday September 6, 1977

Dear Anna and Datus(DCP) ¥e are enclosing this with a note to DLP. Had
a good letter from him. He doesn't waste any words 

but says what needs saying or what is on his mind that he thinks would interest his 
readers.

W  enjoyed having him. He was much more mature this year than last and more 
responsible in every way. He is still a young man in a hurry, as is his Dad, 
so not too surprised about that. Hurry, it seems to us, is an American vice 
that some of us are more addicted to than is wise. With DLP his haste often 
makes waste, as the saying goes, because he so often has to redo something.
But we think he will outgrow that or at least we hope he will as hurry can be a 
relentless tyrant. Reading'an article a coule days ago about the frustrations 
of an American working in Africa where the culture is"event"ori ented rather than 
clock oriented. Also recall reading an article years ago about the difference 
between the French and the German temperaments. The author was saying that 
the Germans accomplish little that the French could not accomplish as well by 
getting up an hour or so earlier and being more industrious. So there must be 
a happy medium. The old Yankee motto of "all things in moderation" is a 
wise one.

You asked us on the phone the other day whether you owed us anything. To which 
we answered "no" but which,on second thought, I should have modified by adding 
that while there is no economic debt we think there is an intangible but very real 
debt we would like you to repay to tern rather than to us. We gave him our love 
and attention and tried to adjust to his wants and needs, especial! y the 
emotional and spiritual needs, rahher than expecting him to adjust to ours most 
or all of the time. We think our investment pays off in a better adjusted and 
more responsive young man and ask that you show him the love and consideration 
any growing person especially needs, as do we all. Children are especially 
sensitive and intuitive about many things that we tend to become insensitive to 
as we grow older and develop barriers to protect our own egos. I often flubbed 
my responsibilities as a parent I'm sure but we think we did better as the years 
passed so that Carl and Bill may have benefitted. Impatience is a Proper trait 
that needs curbing. I am one of the worst offenders on that score.

Wg had a nice long visit with Alice Proper over the phone recently. She said 
she hears from you occasionally and had a note from Anna while she was in Ireland.
She is quite well. S nt us some geneology data recently and says that when the 
weather moderates she^plans to send us dome papers of cousin Datus's family that 
we might like to have. If you could drop her a card or a letter from time to tiirngn U 
we think she would relish hearing from you and that it would benefit you and DI 
indirectly. She has important friends and is interested in your career and in 
DLP. The enclosed geneology data sheex, was added to by us and should be of 
some interest to you and young D. You will note that there was a Datys Sedgwick 
one generation prior to D. D. Proper. As I recall there was also a general Sedgwick 
killed in action at the battle of Getifeburg in the Civil War. My Dad's mother 
was Caroline Sedgwick.

Wg hope to get up north sometime this month but may not come through Arlington.
This week we hope to catch up on our paper work, quarterly tax estimates, bills, 
yard, and all sorts of things that have been neglected somewhat during the summer 
months. We have not been on the Parkway much this summer but hope to getout more 
this autumn season. Come down when you have time to stay a couip days at least. -^cp

I t f a i p  i j j f  § ; *
7 v Z i  rv^7- ^ J





December 20, 1944

Dear Polks:
In five days we shall again celebrate 

the birthday of the Prince of Peace. In the 
meantime the great nations are killing or 
wounding about 15,000 human beings each day.

Under such circumstances ordinary 
Christmas greetings seem futile.

What can be said?
For YOU I wish a Christmas of peace. 

And in the year ahead may you get understand­
ing that will bring lasting peace to you and 
to many others.

In the spirit of Christmas A s '

■ & C
Carl C. Proper / ^

«JML 5  CTt

©'*1— — > ,
'~~Y y^ou ^s^^jC sX 7\





Monday, 12-23 -46T h is - is  * le t t e r  we have-wanted t o  pet w ritte n -to  you fo r sev eral days but the days f i l l  up too  f a s t ,  and by night time I  am fo o  s le e p y . So I  am going to  bottow Eathern’ s scheme and make carbons of t h is  and send It around. G lisa n  has ju s t gone t o  w®fk ja nd B i l l y  a nd C q rl are help ing me p le n ty . The other ch ild re n  are a s le e p , t h is  beingv a c a tio n . I  have t o  get t h is  to  the m ail box, or feather th e  post o f f i c e ,  blocks away by 9:30 to  get i t  out on to d ay’ s m a il. One c o lle c t io n  a d ay , and none on Sunday. We have a box so we can get m ail on Sunday, but not larg e packages. The 1 arge box from Da d and Nana oame Saturday, so I  th in k  a l l  are here now. Ju  ging from th e  c o lle c t io n  under our tre e  i t  looks as though th ey were. I * s t  evening a fte r  th e l i t t l e  ones were tucked in  bed, Datus and Rosemary helped us to  wrap the fa m ilyp a ck ag es . They got a b ig  k ic k  out o f i t  and helped a l o t .  Each had to  go out o fthe k itch en  w hile we wrapped h i s .Here is  C a rl with a butter spreader. "H ere, Mommy, . got the b u tte r ."  At 90/ a  l b .  we wish he wouldn't help himse I f  so much, but I  guess th a t is  whet * get fo r leaving everything out for the next breakfast s h i f t .  Yie enjoy our two l i t t l e  boys so much.They are altogeth er d if fe r e n t . B i l ly  is  rather lik e  Ferdinand th e B u ll . He is  big and good natureê and would much rather p lay  nice and sm ell the flow ers than p ick  a f i g h t .  He is  very patient w ith l i t t l e  C a r l who is  sweet as can be ta t w e-r-y very arg r e s s iv e , he puts up h is  l i t t l e  f is u s  and says Fight .  I t  is  n e v e r ,s a * o « o  take your/ eyes o f f  him, he is  so qu iok, but he is  g e ttin g  better and doesn t  r e l l y  mas n t o  get into  th in g s . He ju s t  can ’ t help i t .  B i l ly  s lip s  out o f bed so q u ie tly  when he wakens, shuts the door q u ie tly  be hind him, and comes oownstairs without d istu rb in g  anyone-usually . He runs u p sta irs  to  the bathroom alone too which saves a lo t o f  s te p s . C a rl seems housebroken now’ to o , ever since we came to  th is  nice house.M aybe he lik e s  th e duck and i r i s  mural wa 11 paper above the t i l i n g  in our bathroom.So the laundry problem is  much sim p ler. I h e ard some paper r a i l i n g  and found th at C a rl ju s t  opened the package o f f i g s  the fo lk s  s e n t. I t  was under the tre e  by IRose- ■msr y 's  d o in g, though I  know i t  is  tempting fa te  in the person o f C a rl to  p ut goodies th e r e . But th is  is  Christmas so I  ju s t  gave Ga-rl B i l ly  one too and here is  Datus in f la n n e l s h ir t ,  l e v i s ,  and b o o ts , so he w i l l  have one too and take these to  the p .O .fo r me p re tty  soon.We blew a couple oT fuses yesterday morning s ta rtin g  th e w a ffle  ir o n , but we ,  or feather Datus and G lis a n , got i t  fixed  so we had a w a ffle  supper in ste a d . In the afternoon we fixed  th e Christmas tre e (  we have two lo v e ly  ones g:lyen us and a th ird  ° “ ®**®®»* then i  .  took Dat us and B i l l  Chapman, Rosemary and l o i s  C rty  and Ja n ic e  E l l i o t t  and C* ¡ l i n e  to  the ice  ska t in g  p la c e . C . rode on a s l e d .I  th in k  ju s t  6 had s k a te s .R ose wears D*s la s t  years shoe s k a te s . She wears a 6 shoe now and he an 8 or 8fc.Hovf G lisa n  w i l l  begin wearing sonny's outgrown shoes p re tty  soon gu ess. They skate én a reservo ir one end o f which is  frozen ane the other has steaming w ater.
Afte r the Chr istmas p regram F rid ay  eve , D . nd E . went t o  B i l l  C ’ s birthday p a rty .He invited  a l l  the 7th grade and Rosemary. Saturday afternoon there Wi””e T1?  fo lk s  in  our kitchen popping corn(they used butter fo r  the f i r s t  lo t  and I  to ld  them to  use Spry a f t e r  th a t $ . Saturday night Lois had a t a f f y  p u ll fo r  her birthday p a r t y , so th in gs have been l i v e l y .  As usual we have the gang ^ ®  most °f  £  th e tim e . Our th ree older youngsters a l l  have company, M arilyn E l l i i t t  is  a favor it e  w ith our l i t t l e  fo lk s  ,  she 1b 7 . Some are aroun# the p ia n o , some p layin g  house on th e bunk beds in  th e guest room, some in  th e k itc h n , some in D atus’ s room which is  fix e d  p re tty  much as a d#n. H is o lo se t is  a room with shelves a l l  around.  b He has h is  book* arra n ge d  on th e  lower one ,  game boa rds in  th e r e , arrows and r i f l e  and shot gun th o u g h tfu lly  d isp osed , and a dosen large Lynn Bog ue Hunt p rin ts  or lith o s  a rranged as a f  r le  se under th e m olding. I t  is  h is  f i r s t  room to  h im self and 
th e  boys love i t .I  was glad t o  know » Dad. th a t you w il l  have a nice Christm as. The o i ly  th in g  we miss her® is  our f o lk s . I f  you could a l l  ju s t decide t o  quit work and come l iv e  w ith us ,  we have room fo r a l l  and i t  would be perfe o t .  »e do miss each one of you and wish you were h e re . One o f the l i t t l e  fo lk s ’ favorite games is  to  p lay,0 .1 » ;  to  r l o l t  A unt v«ry .  I  0l » .y .  h a «  to  to so n lo . and ¡ U i  to  o .o th « o .
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Th e p rogam was nice FrM ^y nightCaroline with, r
ait on-the stage in her little rocker and rock her d ^ l T ^ ^ ^ a f ^ 0̂ 1 rls t0 fteaame and cane seat and loaned the other l u n -  ^ She sat in the one with redbdue and sold -loth ^ J tW I  the seat in
She «ore her little white ? h-d fi,.d) te U.yy Ann Condon,
looked like t little doll to'elf . „ 4 , ?il ‘.be «11 et.rohed end
reoker In th. little o J 5le ”  . th™^t wMte i t W I  Ih<,5' h,d >•« in the front 
filed for her Ohrlstme. to rook, eo rare b*,e the doll>-
•I Just love her*. Carol tneioailypL”  “th d , »  t, “ r ‘ ‘

hae kary S . U * .  4  on ^  ^ ” h £
z&P'Smwest ifc* a c f •cake melt yesterday noon. B i l l  pot two p ie ce s7 L o L  J S  ¿ § 1 ^  haV® 6®en * *  8pi«e a ls o  polished o f f  the cranberry j e l l y .  ? ® 1 Je n lce  ®aoh one * The bo7s

liL̂ lL*!Ll * ®usb £° some marketing too. We/ feel sc-nstHn» u »4 « .we dicn’t fix any kind of a box for 01ick*s folks even If g is missing whenth in k  . .  t i l l  hare t .  f i x  a l l t t l .  t o  W-f t o .  ™”n£ telly [t lll'SC* \ but we don’ t  lik e  to  receive  so muck and riv e  so l i t M *  , t . b<3 ®U3h*western saddle was t in y  enough. ?  P it u le  or nothing. Lad*s l i t t l e
fo r  i l l f e r d  ^ b !  to^Outdoor L ife  W° 01 S lip p e ra * ®aver 3U b ®3°Pe s i fL tI  in te re st t a T ^ U  h t o ^ lT ^ f d ”  j f c *  T  gh~ r. l i * r  ' - 1.  4 | . r  . k . t . . ,  some l i t t l e  dishes and a neoklaea. Part f e  ” “ h ir t h !u y ! ’  * eWeat!>r * t f  M °“ Sa'lM h 8 S ' ^ S"  ‘ - a8‘  &  4 *  - e  and iV rn itu re  ■ ‘ rU=k ° r SU b Stlt“ ‘ a ’- i  -m e  to d a y ,

ih e  ; r drhhe SU i°"°“ eb" b*’ b ’ “ a ^ • " “ e o f l d n ? r ” L f a Snyr io n e r !’ 00kb° '’1:' “  "** ' ln
H I  tiie g i f t s  y  Tham& 10r SaU3e ra d ip e s , good le t t e r s  andI j o r r e t  t e  say I  hare a new preen hat ferCh ristm as to  « t e h  , y  , o , t  ,„ d  B i l l  .  „
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Producers o f UVALDE ROCK ASPHALT Paving Produces Since 1912
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Mr. Datus C . Proper 

Dear Datus*

1339 Redbud Drive 
Fairborn, Ohio 4-5324
Feb. 24 1986

I was quite surprised to see in one of the feature articles 
of the most recent Field and Stream that it was written by you.
Your name has been in the back of my mind for many years, most 
recently when a San ,/iintonio Bank contacted me to see if I knew 
of your whereabouts( which I d i d n •t ).

n 4. . If my memory is correct «you with your parents were visiting
Datus and Alice Proper in San Antonio, I would guess in the late s
2r , ? ? rly* 2v 8'* I ou were a small youngster at the time and I was a 
2nd Xt. stationed out at Randolph Field. I remember the folks made 
a  big : even| of the fact that you carried D a t u s ’s name.

My family history as I know it is that my dad was raised in 
Bonaparte Iowa by his grandfather after his parents both died shortly
after the Civil War. My grandfather and the original Datus Proper
were brothers. He often visited us in Calif, when I was a boy as 
he was a minister engaged in work with the Black Baptist Church.

.1 have ^een out to Iowa several times since I retired 
from the Air Force looking up the area where my dad was raised and 
finding to my surprise a whole nest of cousing^ that I d i d n ’t know 
existed. Perhaps you are a descendent from one of the group of Propers 
who came from New Y~rk in the ^ 1 8 4 0 ’s and settled there, there were 
several families of them. I have a map showing the various farms 
owned by different Propers in that part of Iowa back after the Civil War.

r>o+ .1 fonnd J.the little cemetery out among the farms and did 
i m d  Datus s gravestone along with many many more all bearing the 
Proper name. I even went to church one Sunday with one of my n e w ­
found cousins and there I noticed a stained glass window inscribed 
to Deacon Louis W. Proper , my great grandfather.

So you see we do have some things in common and I would 
like to find out just for my own information, just how our relationship 
does fit together. I have a pretty good genealogical record of my 
direct line fo ancestors, but it doesn't carry any of the adjacent 
lines of decent.

I certainly hope this letter gets to you from thq 
offices of Field and Stream* and that you will drop me a line 
telling me something about yourself and how we are related, if
you can find out.

Sincerely 1 1 %  \



DATUS L.PROPER
June 17, 1963 - August 18, 1987

This isn't a retrospective of Datus's life —  I'm taking 
the loss one step at a time and still don't want to open his file 
of photos, school prizes and such. But it was important for me to 
k now that he had y our s u p p o r t  w h e n  he n e e d e d  it, and there are 
s o m e  t h i n g s  you m i g h t  w a n t  to know. I t h o u g h t  it a p p r o p r i a t e  to 
w r i t e  t h e m  d o w n  on m y  c o m p u t e r ,  if only to p r o v e  t hat I can run 
the thing when he's not around to lend advice.

W e  buried Datus in one of the world's good places. It's 
called Meadow View Cemetery and it dates back to 1855, which is 
ancient history in Montana. If you're coming through and would 
like to visit, please give me a call or, if I'm not here, ask 
directions in Bozeman or Belgrade, The cemetery is a few miles 
west of the Bozeman airport on a rural road. There's a stream 
where you can see trout rising. Beyond the creek there's the 
Gallatin Valley and, edging that, the Bridger Range. Datus 
visited this country often. Now he's between our house and the 
setting sun.

I suppose that all of us found Datus pretty tough to coach. 
Like a lot of gifted children, he did things either well or 
badly, without pausing in the middle. In the years he lived with 
me, I don't recall that he ever voluntarily washed his face, 
c o m b e d  his hair, or put his shoes on -- and t h e n  he w o n d e r e d  w h y  
he couldn't get a girlfriend. But he would demonstrate that he 
knew more about a word-processing program than the folks who 
wrote it. He was, I've just learned, good at landing a VW -  
e n g i n e d  a i r p l a n e  that had lost power. It w a s  the s i m p l e  t h i n g s  he 
couldn't figure out.

But he was starting to get his feet on the ground, and one 
day soon he'd have remembered to put his shoes on first. 
Considering what he had managed to do before getting his degree, 
he might have had a brilliant career. There should be 
significance in his death —  great events deserve great causes —  
but in fact he just m a d e  a n o t h e r  o b v i o u s  mistake. It w a s t e d  a lot 
of a valuable life. That can't be helped, but it does help to 
know that good friends made his life good while he was still with
us.

Thanks.

Datus C. Proper 
1085 Hamilton Road 
Belgrade, MT 59714 
(405) 388-3345


