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Washington, DC 20520
Dear Mr. Proper:
As a fellow retired Foreign Service Officer, I thought I 
would drop you a line and let you know about the 
publishing business I am involved in here in Vermont. I 
have been aware of your outstanding writing on trout and 
fishing for some years now, and I was reminded of it— and 
of your versatility— late last year when I read 
Christopher Lehmann-Haupt1s excellent review in the New 
York Times of your Pheasants of the Mind.
The Countryman Press, the company of which I am part 
owner, is in the process of developing a line of books on 
fishing, and we have a special interest in trout 
(reflecting my own interest in fly fishing). We published 
Charlie Meek's most recent book, Pennsylvania Trout 
Streams, and in a few months will bring out his new book 
on fishing small streams. We have other fishing books, 
both regional and general, in the works. I am enclosing 
our catalog to give you an idea of the range of books we 
publish.
I realize that your books have generally been published by 
such New York publishers as Knopf and Prentice Hall, but I 
wanted to let you know that if you have any manuscripts—  
or ideas in mind— which might not be as suitable for the 
big publishers, I hope you might consider us as a 
potential publisher. We have a sales force which covers 
the entire U.S. and Canada and a skilled telemarketing 
operation which markets effectively to sports stores and 
other non-book outlets. And I think many of our authors 
find that as an independent publisher, we can offer a two- 
way relationship and a level of collaboration with our 
authors that few larger publishers can match.
It is always gratifying to see other retired Foreign 
Service Officers with fulfilling second careers, and I 
wish you continued success in your writing career— and the 
fishing and hunting that goes with itl

Carl Taylor 
Editor-in-Chief
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