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¿Aævî L* yi urH í.^^ iK/\ ¿?íp i i H y o u w tw i

■ t ^ Cfv-V C?Ls*V'&ULi ’JfSO JtA t iw  ^ <2S
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V¿t JL ^¿Jĵ c^U-A LVl # T ì k  S<i-/V¿1^> bwC|Wr

sWJ
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a  o ck led g e

iRoute 1, ¿Box

Shepki’idstown, idlest Odilginia 25443

5 February 1988
Dear Datus:
It was good to hear from you at Christmas time. Your location 
in Montana sounds great and I know you will miss the Washington 
area very little. Perhaps some day I will get out to visit you 
but, right nowy the prospect seems dim indeed. Ex cept for a 
trip to Belizedater this month or. perhaps: in early March, I have 
no travel plans. The situation here has not improved and the 
future seems bleak.
Tui, my much—loved Brittany was killed shortly before Christmas 
and I felt her loss keenly. I was hunting about five miles 
west of town with Vince Townsend, an old friend and my doctor.
Tui put up a pheasant and Vince winged it. It went down in some 
scrub willows a hundred yards or so from a heavily traveled 
road. Tui found it and went on point. We walked in and the 
ringneck came out half flying, half running. I got my gun to 
my shoulder and pulled the trigger but it misfired...a faulty 
primer as it turned out. Tui chased the bird across the road and 
that was it. I had a rough time for a few weeks afterward.
But then I found a litter of well-bred Britts in Fairfax Station 
and brought home an 8-week—old girl, almost a spittin' image of 
Tui. Ocjjly, they share some of the same lineage. I call her 
Tuitu and she's now about 3^ months old. She's full of life 
and with the sharpest teeth, agressive and eager to learn. So 
far, we've found no birds but she covers a lot of ground for a 
puppy and has a healthy appetite for deer droppings and smelly, 
long-dea^ bunnies.
Montana always sounded like a wonderful place to live and enjoy 
life. I have spent some time there, mostly official trips to 
Helena, Ennis or someplace els4^ wher,e we had a hatchery but I 
forget its name now, maybe Carson ? ,Tl' did spend some time at 
or rather, near Melrose at a camp we had on Canyon Creek and then 
later, at Spotted Bear on the So Fk of the Flathead where I setup 
a spike camp for elk in the Bob Maarshall wilderness and staffed 
a camp. But I was too busy to fish very much and never managed 
to hunt. Our son, Tom, lived and worked (for BLM as an 
archaeologist) in Miles City but th /'s way east of trout water.
I have nearly given up hunting sine ui was killed though I go out 
now and then with a friend from Berkely Springs who has two 
pointers and an aging setter. We usually find very little and, 
what we do locate, the dog's usually bump. I did shoot a very large 
buck about a mile from home but I am never very happy shooting a 
deer. It took three of us to lift the thing into Bill Howard's 
Blazer.
Keep in touch. And very best to $nna et al. I hope she has 
taught you to dance.



February 15, 1988

Mr. Tom Roseribauer 
The O rvis Company, I n c .
10 R iver  Road 
M anchester, Vermont 05254

Dear Tom,

E n closed  i s  a copy o f a l e t t e r  and q u e s t io n n a ir e  th a t  I'm 
sen d in g  to  John Harder. Thought you'd w ant to  know. Maybe I 
sh ou ld  be sen d in g  i t  to  you, in  c a se  you run ou t o f th in g s  to  do.

Could I ask  you fo r  a co u p le  o f fa v o rs?

- -  Your c a ta lo g s  are rea c h in g  me, but th e  new spaper i s n ' t .  
Maybe i t ' s  b eca u se  I n ever  buy an yth in g , or maybe th e  
paper i s  go in g  to  my o ld  a d d ress in  V ir g in ia .  Would you  
check?

— R e le a se s  from you are  a l s o  go in g  to  th e  o ld  a d d ress . 

Thanks.

Y ours,

E n clo sed : copy o f l e t t e r
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T « R o s e n b a u e r
0 Id Hill Road
E:!ast Ar 1 ing ton , VT
0 5 2 5 2
8 0 2 —3 7 5 —2 3 i 0 home 
(9 0 2-3 6 2—3 M 2 2 o f f i c e

D a t us P rdper 
1 0 8 5 Kami I ton Road 
Belgrade, MT 5 9 7 1 4

Dear Datus,
1 want to apologise for not having written to you with a thank you 
note sooner« It's one of those things that the husband always 
assumes the wife will do,f and; then we catch hell because we haven't 
done xt and get a lecture on how our wife is not our mommy— at least I 
do» Anyway, it is inexcusable, that I haven ; t written to you sooner to 
thank you for your wonderful hospitality and the lively conversation» 
It was a great pleasure to spend a quiet afternoon talking about 
topics other than iishing——although I love it dear1y■ it is work for me«
I'm enclosing a slide 1 thought you might appreciate« That is 
ĉ i tainxy one of the most impressive bird dogs I have ever seen, and 1 
only wish my old setter was half as good» He used to be pretty hot, 
but last year he had eight teeth pulled, and after he recovered I took 
him out in the* back , f lushed three grouse , took a shot and he turned 
around and ran home * I/ 1 1 never have the time or the patience to 
train anothE*r hip d dog , and it takes a lot out of the sport to do it w i t h o u t m y o w n d o g „
Margot spent three days photographing General Schwartzkopf .« who was 
here for an Orvis-sponsared sporting clays shoot, and then she had an a r 1x c 1 e x n t h e N Y I i m e s 1 a s t B a t u r d a y o n s p o r t i n g c 1« y s » H e i s t h & 
most xmpressive human being I have ever met, and a nice auv: as wel1 „

Please let me know when your book is o 
bookstore will stock it, but I hope it 
read about it in the NY Times book rev

) f  ou r boo k i s ou t« I'm no t su 
but I hope it becomes a best 

l Times book review»
t« I/m not sure if our local 
becomes a best sefIer so we ' 1 1

Again, 1 apologize for being so rude« 
chance and let me know how you like t 
come back this way in the fall, I can couple hours of grouse hunting«

g so rude« Drop me a line if you 
you like those Bigeye hooks« And 
ull, I can show you twenty flushes

f you get a
And if you 

lushes .in a



R A G G E D ' M O U N T A I N  P R E S S

July 20, 1993

Books that  Datus G. Proper
take you off  1085 Hamilton Road
the beaten Belgrade, MT 59714

path .
Dear Datus:■

Thanks for yours o f July 1 0 .1 hope you can make it to next year's OWAA soiree. There 
are a few good brook trout places left in Maine, but our Game & Fish department manages 
things for "their clients," meaning sporting camp owners who cater to dumb out-a-staters 
and die I-got-me-a-nuther'n set o f scoff-law indigenes. Meaning, o f course, that Maine has 
a mostly put & take fishery that concentrates on landlocked salmon (big & easy to catch) in 
rivers and lakes, and brook trout in ponds. The landlocked fishing is mostly better than the 
brook trout fishing, simply because landlocks are better able to adapt to the increasingly 
acidic water we receive from midwestem powerplants and thus transplants often live more 
than a year. All brook trout in brooks are wild (brooks aren't stocked, just ponds), but die 
Maine spring custom o f worming out 30 to 40 fish per day o f any size from four inches up 
keeps the fishing pretty spotty, as does the almost total reliance on winter runoff to fill the 
streams (springs in Maine are few and far between). That being said, there are some dandy 
litde brooks that retain a few trout after the subsistence fishermen have their way with 
them, and which, for the most part, never see another fisherman all year. There's one that 
forms the back boundaiy o f my property, about 12 feet wide by, mostly, a few inches 
deep, with just enough deep water spotted here and there to keep a small population o f 
brookies alive; there's a beaver pond at the bottom end, just before it crosses Route 1, 
heads over an old mill dam, and enters Penobscot Bay, to provide a wintering place for the 
laiger fish. Tve taken brookies to l8  inches from this litde brook, but a stereotypically 
freckle-faced, gap-toothed kid with a Prince Albert can full o f night crawlers caught a 24- 
incher out o f there a few years back. To me, these litde brooks offer the best o f Maine 
fishing, but then I judge the fishing experience more by whether I see another fisherman 
than by how many fish I catch or how big they are. Besides, I like making 20-foot casts 
with 6-foot rods a lot better than I like double-hauling a weighted nymph or streamer with 
a 9-foot wrist cracker.

The biggest brook trout in the state come from M oosehead Lake, which is roughly the size 
o f Rhode Island and smack-dab in die middle o f The Big Woods^T hebest brook trout 
fishing that doesn't involve fighting ocean-size waves and is fairly easy to get to is in the 
network o f catch-amd-releasepb^ Baxter State Park, particularly the hike-in ponds 
(you'll need a beUy~Foat or sufficierit fortitude to pack m a canoe; fishing from the bank is 
well-nigh impossible in boggy Maine). I'd expect all o f these places to be heavily peopled 
by the OWAAnites here for the convention, although, since you need to make camping 
reservations in Baxter a year in advance to have any hope o f getting in overnight, there
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may be fewer o f them there than around M oosehead and its tributaries—the Roach and 
M oose rivers, and its outlet, the Kennebec.

The West Branch o f the Penobscot River is justly famous for its landlocks. but it's elbow- 
to-elbow fishing most o f the season, at least in the name-brand pools (Big Eddy^ Steep 
Bank, Nesowadenunk D e a ^ a t^ e to T ). I'm kinda partial to nearby Nahmakhanta Stream, 
which runs into Pemadumcook Lake near Millinocket (have you a map to pore over?); it 
has a good population of both laridlbcks arid brooloes (it's about the size and temperament 
o f the upper Gallatin), and is accessible at only two points along its 16-mile length: by four- 
wheel-drive just below Nahmakhanta Lake, and by boat at its mouth from Pemadumcook. 
The Appalachian Trail runs along it for part o f the way, so it sees a lot o f passersby, but 
most o f 'em ain't fishiri. Another good spot-one Tom McNally Mid A1 McClane fished 
with a great deal o f delight and success some years back~is Sandy Stream, which runs out 
o f Millinocket Lake and heads up toward Baxter State Park. There's only one road into it, 
and it was washed out this spring (I had to back up my camper-toting Toyota for two miles 
o f twisting rutted moose trail before I found a place to turn around); since the trees in the 
area won't be realty to cut (most o f Maine north o f Old Town, meaning half the state, 
belongs to four or five paper companies, who allow us to fish and hunt "their" land) for a 
while, it's unlikely it will be repaired. You can get to the bottom end o f the stream by boat 
(about a 2-hour paddle, then poling upstream for another hour before the fishing gets 
interesting), or you can walk down (maybe 8 miles) from Baxter State Park for the upper 
end o f the river.

Probably the best brook trout fishing in the State, exclusive o f the thickly populated name
brand rivers and lakes, will be found in the unsettled area north o f Baxter State Park, east 
o f the Allagash Wilderness Waterway, and west o f the St. Croix. Practically every stream, 
puddle, Mid pond in the area is full o f brook trout, but access ain't easy; most o f it belongs 
to a group o f paper company less inviting than Great Northern, which controls the 
Penobscot River area to the south and makes access part o f their management scheme.

I don't know how you feel about smallmouth bass, but the Penobscot River between Old 
Town and Millinocket offers some o f the best bass fishing in the country. M ost Mainers 
think o f diem as trash fish, but increasing numbers o f folks are finding 40- and 50-fish 
days o f 2 to 3 pounders a welcome change from  scrabbling around the hordes for a 
stocked brookie. Because this is only a half-hour from  Bangor (convention center), i t 's ' 
likely to be fairly thick with sports writers.

Anyway, real old-time brook trout fishing can be had in Maine, but the best o f it is 
reserved for those who'll venture farther afield than the herd—sometimes fishing the little 
brooks the herd drives over on its way to the name-brand waters. I can probably put you 
onto some o f those, if  you'll swear yourself to secrecy. Hell, you can fish in my backyard if 
you sign a nondisclosure agreement that involves holding in escrow the title to your favorite 
spring creek.



R ichard  C. Renstrom
cAutfion and tykotogitaplw

September 9> 2000
Ruffed Grouse Research
MOTORCYCLE HISTORY
Socio - Economics

2121 Arlington Ave. 
Caldwell, Idaho 83605  
Phone - Area Code 208  
4 5 9 -8 7 8 6

Dear Datus:

Thankyou for your le tte r  and the ci&er for my grouse book.
I recognized your name immediately from something in my library.
I think i t  was in a magazine feature. The name is  very unique!

I hope you enjoy my book. I t  was a labor of love. I am 
quite rare here— there are very few ruffed grouse hunters in  my study 
area, since there are probably 10 times as many blues as ruffs here. 
About 85$ o f the ruffs harvested in Idaho are taken north of the 
Salmon River, and about 85% of the blues are taken south of the 
river . Dryer south and wetter north i s  the reason.

You mentioned in your le tte r  that you saw lo ts  of grouse in  
the Bechler River country. Were they ruffs? My wife i s  from Ashton, 
where I met~her H5 years ago when a college student and working on 
a survey crew. I have hunted ruffs a few times there, and am 
planning on a week there the f i r s t  of October to take in the 
Ashton H ill-Island Park, Fish Cr road to the Park boundry, and the 
Flagg Ranch road. Ruffs liv e  there at over 6000 fe e t , which is  
higher than I have recorded ruffs in  my study area.

One question. Way back in the 1950s I shot a male Spruce on 
Tyler Creek just above Island Park Reservoir. My wife saw a Spruce 
east of Ashton on Rock Creek. Had one in her hands. Then we 
saw a man from Texas pick up a Spruce and put i t  in  h is car north 
of Yellowstone F a lls . I had him arrested!

The Park naturalist says he has been there 15 years and has never 
heard of a Spruce in the Park, and the Idaho F&G b io lo g ist  in Idaho 
F alls says in 15 years he has never heard of a Snruce in thw Island 
Park area. Di~d~~ybu ever seeTany Spruces in the Park?

T  Had a goocTTirst~weeic. In a days I flushed 21 ruffs and 8 blues. 
Could_have had 13 of them, but took just one a day. Walked nearly 
uO miles and fe e l  lik e  i t  today.

Hope to hear from you. I sent a copy of my book to the F&S 
ed itor many months ago and asked i f —they could mention i t  in  the 
magazine. Hope they do, since my printing b i l l  was staggerinff."

—------ w------------  ~ -—■


