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r must have made the 
national selectors’ task that 
much easier.

The Scotland squad trained at 
Murrayfield last night and will 
assemble there again on Sunday 
to continue their preparations 
for the game.

The international will be ref?| 
ereed by England’s Roger 
Quittenton, who went to Roma
nia with Scotland last year.

. IESULTS: Ardleigh Half 5, Arrow Village 
0; Home Ales Nottingham 4, Chapel 
Allerton 1; Poundstretcner Dunnings Mill 
3, Intercity Cannons (London) 2; Man
chester Northern 5, Visco Monroe 0; Hails 
West Country 1, Skol Leicester 4.

P W L 
Dunnings Mill 15 13 2
Leicester 14 11 3
Cannons 15 11 4
Manchester N 15 11 4
Chapel All 14 9 5
West Country 14 5 9
Ardleigh Hall . 15 5 10
Nottingham- 14 4 10
Visco Monroe 14 3 11
Arrow Village 14 0 14

FISHING

Americans patch the 
French bug at last

By Conrad Voss Bark
The English and the Ameri

cans share a common heritage 
with the design of dry flies for 
trout. They are imitationists. 
They match the hatch. Indeed 
the Americans go even further, 
copying the natural insect down 
to the very last whisker. More
over, and this is to their 
advantage, if they are copying a 
trico or a sulphur they call the 
artificial by the name of the 
natural insect so everyone is 
clear what they are talking 
about.

But the French, a dedicated 
fishing nation, have gone their 
own mysterious ways in dry fly 
design. With the honourable 
exceptions of the old-time pro
fessional fly fishmen, no longer 
with us, a French dry fly looks 
like a small tropical flower. An 
hibiscus bud. Why the French 
tie these things and even more 
mysteriously why French trout 
actually take them is one of the 
curious anomalies of nature. 
The English who have a long 
acquaintance with French na
tures wisely ignore it.

But not the Americans who

are the first English-speaking 
people to bring out a book on 
the subject. Galled French Fish
ing Flies, it is written by a 
French fly dresser Dr Jean-Paul 
Pequegnot, translated by Robert 
Chino and with an introduction 
by Datus Proper it is published 
by Nick Lyons Books of New 
York.

Mr Proper does his best to 
introduce the French but even 
though he knows Europe well 
you can feel a slight unease in 
what he writes. He openly 
admits that French dry flies are 
likely to produce what he calls a 
culture shock among the Anglo- 
Saxons. Yes, indeed. The Eng
lish have been used to culture 
shocks from the French ever 
since the Norman Conquest so 
we are well prepared for them by 
now, but what the innocent 
Americans (who have only 
known them since Lafayette) 
will think of a nation which calls 
its dry flies names like Ugly, 
Potato, Cuckoo Cage, Buxom 
Girl and Lout of the Road, will 
be a matter of more than passing 
interest.
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ICAP CHASE (£1,755: 3m 1f)

| H q K>... L Harvey . 91 F5-2
/3....... ............M Bowlby 96 9-2

.. ....... C Llewellyn — - 25-1
..... J Lower 97 10-1

.....   G Landau 98 10-1
-8.....................   D Morris 98 8-1

.... G Norton (5) 92 33-1
.....  A Mullholland 88 12-1

...  .... I Wright : :;^33-1'
0-10-3 ..... .. W McFarland 93 6-1

... . W Humphreys • 99 8-1
....... J Brown 83 25-1

...........  .....—  83 16-1
„4 ..... ..........:.... - -  -r- 33-1
...... .... KTownend 82 25-1

13-10-0.......  A Charlton 91 25-1
....  AMuggeridge —  33-1

y  9-10-0.. A Morgan (5) —  25-1

FROST

36: 2m) (21 runners)
................ C Brown 95 F5-4
.......... G McCourt 20-1
.........RJBeggan 82 5-1

-10-7...... S Morshead 96 3-1
...........  P Nicholls —  25-1
............... J Suthern —  33-1

...... ......C Gray — 33-1
.......M Williams 92 9-1

....... . R Millman —  33-1
...........  B Powell -A  25-1

.........    —  —  25-1

.... D Wonnacott (7) • 99 12-1

....  Mr S Stickland —  25-1

..... K Townend (7) 77 16-1

.......... N Coleman 80 20-1

........... . A Sharpe —  25-1

.. W Humphreys (7) —  16-1

.... Mr T Mitchell (7) — 25-1
............  CCox —  20-1
......... A Madgwick —  25-1

.......  R Rowell y— 33-1

JOCKEYS  
Winders S 

11
13 
11
11 m
14

Rides Per cent
72 I 15.3
85 15.3
77 14.3
89 12.3

123 11.4

3.15 DICK WOODHOUSE HUNTER CHASE (Amateurs.
1 11411- I GOT STUNG (J Delahooke) J Delahooke 7-12-7 ..
2 0/23312- PRINCE MILBORNE (R Fear) R Fear 11 -12-7.. ..... .......
3 1- KATE JUST (P Hannen) M iss E Sneyd 7-12-2..... ........
4 23P032- ARCTIC MARINER (J Shiers) J Shiers 9-12-0........... .......
5 PUP1F4- BLUE BEANS (B Rendell) B Rendell 12-12-0.............
7 23/D3- BUCK’S MILL (Mrs S Foale) Mrs S  Foale 9-12-0.......... .....
8 00/ CHART RETURN (H) M iss S  Pilkington 9-12-0........ .....

10 P4/ EIGHT BALL (J Cullen) J Cullen 10-12-0..................... .....
11 0/00P00- FIGHTING ROCKET (Mrs E Mitchell) N Mitchell 10-12-0....
12 0- FLYING-X-RAY (A Holmes) A Holmes 8-12-0..... ..............
13 1/2FF- GENERAL MERCHANT (B) (G Tate) G M Tate 7-12-0......
14 P- HARD TOUCH (S R Stevens) S R Stevens 10-12-0...........
16 42023/B- ROMULEX (Mrs J Baimbridge) Mrs J Baimbridge 9-12-0 .
17 SAYOU (R Robinson) R Robinson 7-12-0 ......................... .............
18 0F0PP0/ SPARTAN GLORY (G Richards) Graham Richards 10-12-0..............
19 113P2/4- TAWNY MYTH (C) (R Cake) R Cake 13-12-0............    ,-;
20 F3000- TULLISPARK (N Ramsay) N Ramsay 11-12-0........   *
21 2P2rt>-2 VILLAGE MARK (CD) (J Grant Cann) J  Grant Cann 13-12-0...........
22 P MELODIC SPIRIT (Mrs A Holly) D Holly 6-11-9................... ......
24 BPP3P STONEYARD (B)(G Probert) G Probert 8-11-9.............  ......Mis

3.45 FOVANT NOVICE HURDLE (4-Y-O: £1,104: 2m) (21 runners)
1 100 DEVIL’S RUN (D) (Mrs T  Bulgin) T Bulgin 11-3  .......... ......................
2 0120 FORCELLO (D) (British Thoroughbred R & B pic) G Balding 11-3....

11 F4 KUWAIT STAR (N Thomson) N Thomson 10-10............. ........ ..........
H i  U00 MURHAF (J Joseph) R Frost 10-10.....  .................... .......

13 MUSICAL YOUTH (D Rodway) D Wintle 10-10...................................
14 NO BOLDER (Dr J Pittard) P J Jones 10-10......................................
15 00 OUT YONDER (W Wightman) W Wightman 10-10...............................
16 PLAIN TALK (G Darby) G Thorner 10-10.............  .....
17 003 PRIOK (W Wightman) W Wightman 10-10........   i
20 U RUE ST JACQUES (D Makins) B Smart 10-10................................ c
21 0F0 SAHRAAN (Mrs K Devonport) F Jordan 10-10........
24 SUPERCOOMBE (E Jameson) S  Christian 10-10.........
26 440 THE LEGGETT (Mrs G Malone) L Kennard 10-10.........
28 P0 TOM’S LITTLE WILL (T Staddon) W R Williams 10-10..
29 WINTER HAVEN (J Davis) J H Baker 10-10..................
30 00 BAYTINO (R Brown) W Kemp 10-5............... ............
34 F PERSIAN BLADE (Mrs C Elliott) J Elliott 10-5...............
35 2 SHEER NECTAR (BF) (L Turland) G Balding 10-5........
37 OPP SMITHY’S  GIRL (L Nystrom) N Ayliffe 10-5 ......
38 F2 SUNLIT (B Llewellyn) B Llewellyn 10-5......................
39 0 TERN OF A  CENTURY (Sarif & Co Ltd) D Jermy 10-5..

4.15 GILLINGHAM HANDICAP HURDLE (£1,912: 2m) (14 runners)
3 P-223PP LIFE GUARD (D) (J Joseph) D Elsworth 6-11-7................
4 300-1U0 COCAINE (CD) (C Holmes) C Holmes 9-11-5........................
6 000-403 SANTOPADRE (D,BF) (T Ramsden) R Simpson 5-11-2 ....
8 F-03300 DICK’S FOLLY (D) (Mrs M Bisgrove^R Hodges 8-10-13 .......
9 0000/00- JOH N  WILLOUGHBY (D) (A Aylett) A Aylett 9-10-12 ....:.........

11 FO-1224 BLACK SHEEP (CD) (Mrs E Dudgeon) I Dudgeon 10-10-6 ...
12 041-031 TOPSOIL (D) (T Ramsden) D Wintle 5-10-6...
16 12000- NORSTOWN (D) (Mrs A Sims) R Holder 5-10-4.. ..........
20 000F00 MEZIARA (V) (B Scott) D Tucker 6-10-0.... .......... ........
21 0-OfP ARENA AUCTION (Mrs S Pattemore) S Pattemore 5-10-0 ....
22 10P-030 CERVANTE SOVEREIGN (Mrs F Hunt) J  D Roberts 8-10-0
23 4F003/0 LAURA’S PRIDE (D) (A Marriott) C Wildman 10-10-0...... ....
25 0000-20 CONOR’S ROCK (Mrs M Stirk) Mrs M Stirk 7-10-0............
26 FP0-000 ABJAD (B Venn) B Venn 6-10-0 ....................



A L F R E D  A . K N O P F
CHARLES ELLIOTT

12 February 87

Dear Datus,

Glad to see you're still at it.

This appeared in the Tines today.

But I thought they used, well, frogs....

Trs
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1914 N. Johnson St. 
Arlington, Va. 22207. 
U.S.A.

June 27, 1985

Dear Dr. Pequegnot,

Thanks for your letter of June 7. In my introduction, I will 

note that the French use the Redditch scale and insist on a certain 

precision m  such matters. This comes as a source^f moral support to 
me. As far as I know, my book was the only one in this country 

to deplore the current situation, in which sizes have lost their 

meaning. One reviewer clearly thought that I was being cranky.

I should have been more clear when I asked whether you considered
your ideas typically French or personal. My own book departed from 
from all the sources I knew (mainly English-language) in one sense:

I classified all my flies by their "design" (structure) and said

that I considered color to be relatively unimportant. Although I

tried not to sound stridently revolutionary, I did explicitly reject

the traditional system of "patterns," which are differentiated
mainly by color. The difference was summarized in my chapter 9.

My system of classification did break sharply from all the history

I knew. I spent considerable time thinking through this change.

In your book, of course, you do not formally propose a new 

classification system, but you do distinguish many of your flies by 

their structure rather than by their color. My impression is that 

you are also breaking with tradition to some extent. Perhaps, however, 

the French tradition has not placed as much emphasis on color as 
the English system (of which the American system is an offshoot).
I would be interested in your thoughts on this.

I do note that you consider some of your flies to be non- 
imitative because the color is not that of the natural (for 

example, La Loue). This would be consistent with the English 
and American traditions.

Just returned from Montana, where I did catch several browns 
and rainbows from 16" to 19" on small dry flies. Returned them all, 

however, so I'm not sure of the weight. The fish in my stream look 
pretty but taste terrible.

Yours
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INTRODUCTION

I caught a trout in Prance once. The State Department had 

sent me to the European headquarters of the United Nations in 

Geneva to do something, but the memorable part begins with a 

fishing-tackle cubbyhole down near the Rhone. Its window 

displayed strange devices: a pocket-sized wooden box with 

little holes covered by a metal lid, for "woodworms"; canvas 

wallets with partitions for treble-hooked lures; bait-fishing 

rods that must have been fifteen feet long; floats in several 

sizes and shapes; but also a book or two on fly-fishing. I 

bought one —  by L. de Boisset, on Grayling —  and sought 

advice from the owner of the shop. There was, he said, a 

pretty stream in the Canton of Geneva. Once it had even 

provided good fishing. Now it was abused. Still, if I had 

nothing better to do....

There was one other bit of preparation: I scouted out a 

restaurant to cook my trout dinner for me, after I had'caught. 

it/ A bottle of Meursault would be just right with the fish —  

some strain on the budget, perhaps, but my first European trout 

was to provide an unforgettable occasion.

And^indeed, I haven't forgotten.

The Allondon was a freestone stream that rippled like its 

name. If you have seen Big Run in Virginia, or the West Fork 

of the Gila in New Mexico, or the upper Willowemoc in the 

Catskills, you would be prepared for fishing the Allondon. But 

you might not be prepared for the results.
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I insist that I caught fish, plural. In the morning, a

couple of brown trout took small flies after lengthy stalking.

But they were below the minimum size of twenty-three

centimeters (nine inches). If the stream contained any fish of

legal size, they hid from me, and also from a throng of other
n t

anglers. .For a while I watched one undersized trout rising in 

a riffle, just because it was a pleasure to see a free-rising 

fish for a change. When I came back that way in half an hour, 

it was flopping feebly on the gravel bank. Another angler had 

caught the fish^-on a woodworm wriggling below a float. He 

located a tape measure and stretched it along the trout from 

head to tail, and then from tail to head, before deciding that 

no dimension approached twenty-three centimeters, even with an 

allowance for elongation of the tape due to metal fatigue or 

other technical errors. Besides, a crowd was standing there 

watching. The trout went back but did not, I think, survive to 

produce free-rising offspring.

These people had ways of making trout talk. Beyond 

woodworms, there were spinning bubbles with multiple flies 

mounted above them, angleworms fished deep with those long 

rods, and some other methods that should not be mentioned in a 

family publication.

Still, it was not till I met one other fly-fisherman later 

in the day that I saw a legal-sized trout. It was in his 

creel, reposing on ferns. I watched him briefly, and he was as 

good as his American counterparts, which is not to say that he
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was privy to any unique methods or skills. He did know the 

river well, but the Genevois are close-mouthed, and I went off 

to scout my own dinner.

That is when I met the French trout. The Swiss Canton of 

Geneva is wedged into France and shares (in addition to 

language) the River Allondon. I waded across the border near 

dusk —  with no French license but with a diplomatic passport 

and an atrocious accent, one of which would, I hoped, convince 

the authorities not to throw me in jail.

It was getting too dark to see a drab fly on fast water, 

so I fished a little Hair-Wing Royal Coachman upstream near a 

sheltered bank. It may have been the one thing that the trout 

had not learned to fear. Or it may have been that the French 

were stocking hatchery fish. In any case, I caught a thin 

brown trout twenty-four centimeters long (without haggling over 

decimal points), and he took as readily as his brothers in 

Montana. I thought deeply while he rested in the water at my 

feet, then turned him loose. There was nothing honorable about 

my intentions, but he could have floated around in a bottle of 

Meursault without displacing much of the contents, and it was 

too late to hope for another fish.

Do not take this as a sad stody. Fishing is always better 

than not fishing, and a bottle of beer tasted fine with my 

sardines and crackers. Testimony from an American witness is, 

however, intended to help you appreciate the conditions under 

which this book evolved. Dr. Pequegnot is given to wry



understatement —  a refreshing quality in fish-writers. You 

can believe what he tells you. In particular, you should 

believe the last paragraph in his preface, which says that you 

can have confidence in the effectiveness of the flies used by 

the French, Belgians and Swiss, even if you do not agree with 

their conservation practices.

It is about time that someone published a good book in 

English on the French fly-fishing tradition. We know that 

France is rich in most resources —  natural, human, and 

gustatorj£--but how many of us have fished there? If I did so, 

even for an hour, it was only because the frontier sneaked in 

between me and a trout. For that matter, I do not recall 

seeing a single article on the subject in any American 

magazine. Leonard Wright made an accurate reference to the 

French professionals in his Trout Heresies, but it was not 

published in time to help me in Geneva. Yet one of the first 

books I read on fishing —  not long after the Winnie-the-Pooh 

stage —  was by a man named G.E.M. Skues, who wrote about 

chalkstreams. I don't recall thinking of either Pooh or Skues 

as foreign.

France has chalkstreams too, and rocky little mountain 

streams, and everything in between. France is, in fact,bigger 

than Montana, with one of the world's best mixtures of soil and 

climate. When they designed all that they didn't leave the
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France —  like America —  has been influenced by the 

English fishing tradition. Dr. Pequegnot makes this clear.

But in the French case, English ideas were imposed on native 

habits. That was not the case in English-speaking America: 

for us, the culture of angling began in England, was lifted 

intact to the New World, and then changed in response to local 

conditions. The change was remarkably slow: Americans still 

use artificial flies called Iron Blue Duns and Blue-Winged 

Olives, even though we lack the natural British flies on which 

the artificials were originally based.

We also retain the old concept of patterns, in which flies 

—  or at least serious, imitative flies —  are classified by 

color. (Look again at Iron Blue and Blue-Winged Olive.) If an 

artificial fly does not resemble the natural in color, then 

most of us do not consider it imitative. We may catch a trout 

on a fly that resembles the natural in behavior, size and 

shape, but if the color is different, we conclude (by a 

remarkable leap of logic) that the trout was not selective.

In what category, then, shall we place a fly that happens 

to be "rose champagne" in color? JLa Loue is, by definition, a 

fancy fly, because no one knows exactly what insect it is 

intended to represent. But it is small; it is soberly dressed 

(for the color-blind); and it has the shape traditionally 

associated with representations of mayfly duns. Furthermore, 

it takes difficult fish —  and I gather that they include 

trout, though it started as a grayling fly. The Halfordian
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solution would be to discard this creation as philosophically 
% ■

inconvenient. Pequegnot does not take that way out. He tries 

La Loue, finds it "neither more nor less effective" at catching 

fish than other hackle flies, but recommends it because of its 

remarkable visibility to the angler.

This kind of analysis may seem brutally frank (if you have
K) u i

made an investment in expensive hackles of many hues), it is not
A

culture-bound. You can count on Dr. Pequegnot to tell you 

precisely the advantages and disadvantages of each dressing, 

without excessive reverence for the mythology of the matter.

And if color does not get much of his time, the design of flies 

certainly does. I never understood how the peculiar structure 

of the Mole Fly was supposed to work until I read his 

description of the Pont-Audemer, a derivative dressing. He has 

developed the Fore-&-Aft Fly more highly than anyone else. His 

sedges have the simplicity of genius, and the Plumeaux is, in 

my experience, about the best imitation available for the 

greendrake.

Which brings up a question that needs clarification for 

the record. In my 1982 book, I described the Plumeaux —  or 

something structurally identical--under the name "Bent-Hackle 

Fly." I picked up the design in Ireland and was not aware that 

it had also been used in France. There are other cases in 

which I could have profited from Dr. Pequegnot's writing, and 

will from now on.
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The names of French flies will also send some misleading

signals to English-speakers. In both Britain and America, we

have unwritten codes by which we can distinguish the

deep-thinking flies from the frivolous. Of course, the fly

shops still sell Adamses and Greenwell's Glories, but your

angler with flip-down magnifying glasses and felt soles is not

sure whether he should put fancy flies in his number-one

Wheatley fly box. What, then, will he make of creations called

The Lout, or the Exquisite Fly, or the Assassin? Dr. Pequegnot

does not claim that they are imitative flies, so I will make

the claim on his behalf. These flies represent natural

insects— generically but well. If those French trout do not
A

agree with our concept of imitation, then we need another 

concept.

Dr. Pequegnot, in any case, is not to be blamed for the 

flies' names. He has adopted the honorable custom of giving 

the originator of any fly full credit for it, and then using 

the name that the originator chose. In doing so, he has 

conveyed a lot of information about French angling history. I 

still wish that the originators had settled for something in 

between The Lout and the Exquisite, but then France had no 

Halford and Marryat to establish a dry-fly code for rich men. 

The bedrock of French fishing, I suppose, was the old 

professional who used flies because they put more trout in his 

creel than even the maggots and woodworms. I am glad that 

France finally banned market-fishing, but it was, in its way, 

the toughest of tests.
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D r . Pequegnot spends much of his time on dry flies, which 

(since they have to float) pose the most difficult design 

problems. He also describes some good nymphs that are close to 

English models. His salmon flies, on the other hand, are 

rustic originals, like many of the dries, products of a long 

line of evolution under French conditions. There are no salmon 

navigating in the Potomac, but when I have a chance, I'll try 

the Elle flies, with their wing-mixture of stiff and soft 

fibers.

Before that, however, I aspire to catch my second French 

trout, and possibly my third. This time I'll worry about 

organizing the dinner after the fish are in the creel.

Note to fly-tyers: I asked Dr. Pequegnot what hook-scale 

he used for sizing his flies. He replied that the Redditch 

scale is the only one accepted in France and, further, that 

French tyers frown on the liberties taken by certain other 

countries with hook sizes. He may have been looking in our 

direction. The Mustad 94840 hook (often used here for dry 

flies) runs large. The Mustad 3906 hook and several Partridge 

models seem to follow Redditch sizes.
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